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When Innes Asher was early in her paedi-
atrics career in the late 70s, she seized on 
a summer posting in Ruatoki in the eastern 
Bay of Plenty. 

She was tasked with surveying health in 
the area, making her way back to her digs 
in the Whakatāne nurses’ home each night. 

She was also the acting paediatrician 
for the area and for the first time in her life 
came into close contact with many Māori 
families in Tūhoe settlements at the edge 
of the Urewera. 

“I found myself amongst a community 
where te reo was often spoken,” she recalls. 
“I found myself in awe of these people 
and their families. They were good people 
and the children were living good, healthy 
outdoor lifestyles and eating well. What a 
community I found there, and back then I 
couldn’t even say ‘Kia ora’ myself.”

She says her first sustained contact with 
the Māori world was a happy time, and 
pivotal in her early career. At the time she 
could not foresee how the picture would 
change for some Māori children. 

Fast forward 20 years, and she encoun-
tered the soaring statistics for health issues 
that brought many more children into hos-
pitals, including the children’s hospital she 
was attached to in Auckland.

“We observed the onset of a sustained 
increase in preventable admissions to hos-
pital for pneumonia, bronchiectasis, serious 
skin infections and rheumatic fever; all 
disproportionately high among Māori and 
Pacific children.”

When she worked in a children’s hospital 
in Montreal, Canada in the 1980s, cases of 
rheumatic fever – about one every 3 years 
– would bring medical staff flocking to 
observe the rare patient.

Back in Auckland, the incidence was half 
a dozen a year and climbing. “I remember 
looking at a beautiful 12-year-old lying in 
bed with rheumatic fever and thinking of 

myself at that age, full of good health. And 
I thought why should her childhood be any 
different from mine was in this country?

“I knew something terrible was hap-
pening in our communities. I had to know 
what it was.” 

And so it hit her. She was face to face 
with child poverty and was outraged at how 
this could be happening in New Zealand. 
And she still is. 

Talking to the Flagstaff at home in De-
vonport, gathering her thoughts on her role 
in battling child poverty, she focuses on 
squeezing three decades of advocacy for 
children into a tight six-minute presenta-
tion for an upcoming PechaKucha event in 
Devonport. Oh, how she wants people to 

hear how things got so bad for a section of 
children in New Zealand.

Asher is adamant that the good fortune 
of a privileged life helped put her in the 
position she achieved in paediatrics, that 
she was born and raised in an environment 
where success and wellbeing were relative-
ly easy for her to attain.  

An inaugural student at the Auckland 
Medical School when it opened in 1968, 
she rose to become head of the University 
of Auckland’s Department of Paediatrics, 
Child and Youth Health.

Stepping down from that role in 2016 
after 13 years, she was appointed to the 
government’s welfare expert advisory group 
in 2018 and until 2022 was the chair of the 

Interview

Paediatrician on a mission: Banging drum on        child poverty and still busting out the tin whistle  
Innes Asher has spent decades spotlighting the awful effects of poverty on the health of  
New Zealand children. Another passion – folk music – helped attract her to Devonport  

more than 40 years ago. She talked to Helen Vause.   

Still lobbying... Innes Asher at her desk at home in Narrow Neck
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Global Asthma Network executive group. 
She received an award for services to pae-

diatrics in the 2003 New Year Honours and 
has received a number of other professional 
awards. In 2018, the New Zealand Medical 
Association honoured her in recognition of 
her work to raise awareness of poverty as 
a key cause of acute and chronic ill-health 
among children.

For all the tireless work by Asher and 
others in advocacy, the child poverty picture 
in this country is still very grim. Fighting for 
change is the passion that still drives her at 
75.  “This government has abandoned lifting 
children out of poverty.”  

When she first confronted child poverty 
and its direct correlation with the wellbeing 
of some children in the 1990s, she also re-
alised that no one in her professional world 
seemed to be talking about it. “The fact of 
the matter is that we were all living and 
working in our silos and that’s still the case.

“I had not made the connection myself 
until it was staring me in the face that 
government policy changes had led to this 
situation.  Our rate of preventable diseases 
in children is far higher than in other OECD 
countries. The roots of these diseases we 
are seeing more and more of in children lie 
in poverty, unhealthy housing and limited 
access to basic health care.”

When Asher took the step of joining the 
Child Poverty Action Group in 1998, she 
already had a formidable workload. But 
she says she felt compelled to learn more 
about what adversely affected the children 
who were presenting in increasing numbers 
with preventable disease. 

She identified the benefit cuts and em-
ployment and housing policies that had 
created the shift in wellbeing. Horrified, she 
wanted to learn more and to add her voice 
to those campaigning for the policy changes 

they believed would stem the rising tide of 
preventable illnesses.

She says she learned then that evidence-
based advocacy is vital to change the 
opinions of the public and policy makers. 
But that policies still might not change and 
that she had signed up for a long game. She 
also found herself in unfamiliar territory 
working with an action group who talked 
to politicians, media and public gatherings. 

While she was confident talking in her 
own professional circles where there was a 

shared understanding, learning how to get 
the message across with a very vocal action 
group felt more challenging. “I really had 
to find my courage at that time.”

Working with media was new to her but 
she realised her professional status added 
weight to the argument she was determined 
to be a part of putting forward.  

She learned how to come up with fact- 
based soundbites and compelling case stud-
ies and how to spell out policy solutions. 

She learned to face the television cameras 
and put her case. The focus was that very 
high rates of preventable admissions among 
children are due to respiratory illnesses 
caused by environmental and economic 
factors. She’s said more than once over the 
decades: “If the government takes no action 
when it knows something bad is happening 
to children – that’s state child neglect.” 

Asher says she has found working with 
others in advocacy can be energising and 
fun and that for her it helps maintain hope. 
It’s been a huge commitment alongside a 
full professional life but somehow she’s 
also found the time and energy for a whole 
other life in Devonport.

She came here more than 40 years ago 
with her then husband Nigel Champion to 
foster another passion – their shared loved 
of folk music. The Bunker, home to the 
folk community for decades, was a key 
attraction.   

Asher had grown up with folk clubs, as 
her parents were founding members of the 
Titirangi club. She has acoustic guitars in 
one corner of her living room and takes 
no persuading to break into a tune on a tin 
whistle. It’s a moment of levity and one of 
the sort she’s well-known for among local 
folk music friends – when the serious side 
of Asher takes a break and she bursts into 
song. She and Nigel had two sons, Harry 
and Robert, and theirs was a musical house-
hold. The marriage ended after 20 years; 
Nigel passed away late last year. 

When she stands up for her PechaKucha 
presentations at the Vic on 27 and 28 May,  
the serious side of Innes Asher will be to 
the fore – the tireless advocate for action 
on child poverty, the paediatrician and pro-
fessor who spoke out for what she believed 
in. And she is not done yet. “We just have 
to keep going and going on this.”

Interview

Paediatrician on a mission: Banging drum on        child poverty and still busting out the tin whistle  

“Our rate of preventable 
diseases in children is 

far higher than in other 
OECD countries.  

The roots... lie in poverty, 
unhealthy housing and 
limited access to basic 

health care.”
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Young and old gather with music and tributes       at moving Anzac Day parade and service 

Youth play their part... Milla Rodrigues-Birch from Takapuna Grammar School sang with the Belmont Intermediate 
School choir, Top Notes (below), and led the singing of the Australian and New Zealand national anthems.  
Top right: Sophie Hunter and Aria West from St Leo’s Catholic School prepare to lay a wreath.

Anzac Day
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Young and old gather with music and tributes       at moving Anzac Day parade and service 

More than 1000 people attended the Anzac Day service in Devonport led by 
Devonport RSA vice-president Ron Turner. 

Ella Buckle and Freddie Casey from Devonport Primary gave the reading and 
offered a prayer of thanksgiving respectively. Anzac Hallelujah was performed by 
Belmont Intermediate’s Top Notes choir with Takapuna Grammar vocalist Milla 
Rodrigues-Birch, conducted by Helene Piper. Milla also led the singing of the 
Australian and New Zealand national anthems. A Navy recruit recited an Anzac 
poem, an address was read by Navy commander Richard Walker, and the Anzac 
Dedication read by RSA youth ambassador Jayda-Belle Stirling. Young bugler 
Celine Wu of the North Shore Brass band played the Last Post and Rouse.  

Wreath laying… (clockwise from above) Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member Gavin Busch (left) and North 
Shore councillor John Gillon; Lachie Smith and Isla Macdonald from Vauxhall School; North Shore MP Simon Watts; 
Michael Moughan, Devonport Business Association chair. Below: The Navy Pipes and Drums during the parade.  

Anzac Day
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Specially designed Anzac jerseys were worn 
by North Shore Rugby Club’s four senior 
teams who played at the club’s Vauxhall 
grounds on 25 April. 

The club had 100 jerseys made, of which 88 
were worn by players on Anzac Day. 

Some players bought their commemorative 
jerseys, with the club selling the rest.

“I could have produced another 100 given 
the demand,” said club manager Callum 
McNair. “I imagine we will do something 
[similar] again as it was certainly popular.” 
The Navy supported the project and was 
involved in the design.

Before to the premiers match against 
Kumeu, the sides lined up to honour the fallen. 
Local architect and bugler Ken Davis played 
the Last Post and several minutes’ silence 
was observed. 

The bonanza of rugby was well supported, 
with the sidelines and stand full. All four 
Shore teams won on the day: the premiers beat 
Kumeu 71-12, the premier 2 side beat Kumeu 
113-0; the under-21s beat Silverdale 40-8 and 
the under-85 kg team beat Kumeu 42-0. 

North Shore premiers are unbeaten in four 
matches this season after a 55-19 victory 
over East Coast Bays last weekend. They 
play Northcote at home this Saturday 9 May 
at 2.45 pm.

We will remember them… Ken Davis plays the Last Post at the special 
Anzac Day rugby afternoon at Vauxhall Rd 

That’s one… Donald Coleman 
bulldozes through Kumeu defenders 
to score the first of five tries

Anzac Day

Shore captain Donald Coleman scored five 
tries against Kumeu – equalling a club 
record.

Another loose forward, Matt Luamanu, 
scored five tries in a premiers match around 
a decade ago. 

Coleman, playing at number eight, was 
subbed shortly after halftime and may well 
have scored more if kept on. 

Last weekend  against East Coast Bays, 
he maintained his rich vein of form, scoring 
another three tries.

Top North Shore prop Sam Davies has left 
the club’s premier side to take up a contract 
with the Auckland NPC team.

“It was massive decision – I had a long 
think about it, but for my future it’s best I 
have a crack in Auckland,” Davies said.

As part of the deal he had to play for an 
Auckland club, so signed with Grammar 
Tech, playing his first game in late April.

Davies (23) was in Shore’s North Harbour 
championship-winning teams in the 2023, 
2024 and 2025 seasons and was also a beaten 
finalist in 2022. 

He played 20 games for North Harbour, 

earning his blazer last year, and was offered 
a contract with the union this season.

But Davies felt the Auckland club scene 
offered better competition against bigger 
props and a “much more physical set piece”.

Davies has also been playing for the Auck-
land Blues A side this season and said playing 
for Auckland offered a better pathway into 
the Blues super rugby team.

He had played for North Shore since age 
five and felt the “door would always be open” 
for a return to Shore and North Harbour.

He wished Shore all the best for the 2026 
season. “They are always strong.”

Sam Davies with mum Tracy and Cam Howell after winning the 2024 
championship 

Special rugby jumpers mark Anzac Day at Shore 

Rising prop crosses Harbour Bridge

Five-fer! Skipper 
gets on a roll 
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Mark of respect… North Shore premiers and juniors line up to honour the fallen. Below: Winger Rory Taylor goes in 
early against Kumeu.

Anzac Day

Standard GS50
5.5kW Heating

$2,750
   INSTALLED*

*Standard back to back installation with 4m pipe run. Conditions apply.

Trusted 
performance 
at a hot price.

2025

Heat PumpsHeat Pumps

0800 927 628
albanyheatpumps.co.nzALBANY HEAT PUMPS

Buy 3+ and get an annual 
service FREE – book now!
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Takapuna Grammar School underwent a 
dramatic transformation during the recent 
school holidays, reimagined as a 1970s 
American high school for the blockbuster 
Evil Dead horror series.

Scenes for Evil Dead: Wrath were shot 
at the school over two nights last month. 

The Stars and Stripes replaced the New 
Zealand flag, classic American vehicles 
rolled up the driveway, and a professional 
film crew worked after dark using the 
near-century-old main TGS block.

The location was chosen by Andries 
Mentz, a location scout and manager for 
Auckland-based production company EDW 
Limited. He said the school’s carefully 
maintained architecture was central to the 
decision.

“We wanted a school that would fit the 
look of an American high school in the 
1970s,” Mentz said. “The school has been 
exceptionally well restored and kept very 
close to its original heritage. That is pretty 
hard to find.”

There were also personal connections for 
some of the crew to Takapuna Grammar 
School. 

Executive producer Sarah Spurway is a 
former Takapuna Grammar student, having 
attended the school in the 1990s. Other crew 
members also had family connections to 
the school.

The production worked closely with 
Auckland Council’s Screen Auckland team 
and Auckland Transport to manage filming 
and road operations. Mentz said consulta-
tion with the immediate community was 
a priority, with the locations department 
working with neighbours to minimise 
disruption.

The building and grounds were treated 
with care throughout the process.

One of the film’s biggest highlights for 

the school itself was an invitation for media 
studies students and their teacher, Sam Lilly, 
to spend time on set, getting a rare, close-up 
look at a large-scale feature film in action. 

It was a first glimpse for some students 
into the machinery behind movies they 
study in class, Lilly said.

“Our kaitiaki for the day was Summer 
Vaha’akolo, the location assistant for the 
Takapuna Grammar set,” he said. 

“She was incredibly generous with her 
time, showing us how everything works – 
from costumes and make-up to feeding the 
crew and protecting the building itself.”

The students watched as a scene was 
filmed over multiple takes, from the call of 
“Quiet on set” to the final “Cut”, witnessing 
the precision and coordination required to 
capture just a few seconds of screen time.

 Vaha’akolo even held up her monitor so 

students could see how the footage would 
eventually look on screen.

What exactly was filmed remains under 
wraps, with non-disclosure agreements 
firmly in place, but the school says scenes 
filmed on site were not horror scenes or 
likely to be otherwise unsettling.

After filming wrapped, Vaha’akolo host-
ed a question-and-answer session, tracing 
her own journey from high school in New 
Zealand to working as a location assistant 
on a major international franchise. 

Lilly said this was a great insight for 
students considering careers in screen and 
media. 

“Dreams of working in film suddenly felt 
a little closer, and a little more achievable.” 

Evil Dead: Wrath, written and directed by 
Francis Galluppi, is scheduled to be released 
in cinemas in 2028. 

Americanised TGS stars in blockbuster horror

Action stations... Crew at work on an Evil Dead set at Takapuna Grammar 
School recently

Your local lawyers for general law since 1990  |  info@chapmanjones.co.nz  |  09 445 6225  |  chapmanjones.co.nz

Flying  
the flag.
Your calm and welcoming team in the heart of Devonport.
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Bayswater athlete Connor Brady placed 
second in the under-18 decathlon event at the 
Australian Junior Athletics Championships 
in Brisbane last month.

The Takapuna Grammar School Year 13 
student won four of 10 events in the gruelling 
competition and set a personal best (PB) for 
total points. 

His wins were in the 100m, 400m (PB), 
shot put and discus (PB); with a second place 
in the 110m hurdles and a third in long jump 
(PB). In his other events (javelin, 1500m, 
pole vault and high jump) he recorded top 
10 places.

Despite the achievement, Connor said 
he wasn’t happy with how he went overall. 
“I made some key mistakes, particularly in 
events like the pole vault, which cost me 
valuable points. 

“That said, I was pleased that I was able 
to stay composed and keep competing across 
both days, and still hold my position against 
a strong field.”

When he steps into the under-20 grade 
next season, Brady says his decathlon focus 
will be on learning from experience and 
tightening up on any weaker areas to deliver 
a more complete performance. 

“I know I’ve got a higher level in me and 
the goal now is to deliver that consistently 
and start pushing towards stronger totals and 
international competition.”

Brady won the New Zealand U18 de-
cathlon title this year and will next compete 
in that age group at the Oceania Athletics 
Championship, in Darwin from 18-23 May,. 
Although his ambitions are to advance as a 
decathlete, he has won medals in individual 
events in recent seasons. At the Oceania 
champs he will compete in shot put, discus, 
javelin and hurdles, because the event does 
not include junior decathlon. 

Jessica Lathwood, a fellow Takapuna 
Grammar School student who like Brady 
represents the Takapuna Athletics Club, will 
be in Darwin too, competing in the U18 triple 
jump and 100m hurdles. 

Jessica’s older sister, Samantha, will 
compete in the senior 200m. She has recently 
returned from a trip to Botswana for the 
World Relay Championships, as a travelling 
squad member, there for back-up of the New 
Zealand team in case of injury. 

Rounding out representatives from the 
Takapuna club at the Oceania champs in the 
157-strong New Zealand team will be Olym-
pian shot putter Jacko Gill from Devonport 
and para athlete Sionnan Murphy, who con-
tests senior shot put and discus categories.  
• Another Takapuna club member who 
shone at the Australian junior champs 
was Sina Maria Su’a, 14, from Northcote, 
who claimed double golds in both the U16 
and U18 shot put and discus. TGS student 
Romey Jewell and Devonport U20 athlete 
Emily Cowan also ran at the champs.

0 

Garden Design Devonport 
Whether you are planning a garden 

refresh or a full renovation, let us work 
with you to define your vision so that 

you can proceed with a plan. 

Call Steve on 021 345 694 

steve@naturalgardens.co.nz 

Instagram @natural.gardens 

 

Landscape Design Devonport

Brady’s bunch of wins takes silver over the ditch

Power play... Shot put was one of four events Connor Brady won during  
the under-18 decathlon at the Australian Junior Athletics Championships  
in Brisbane last month
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

D E V O N P O R T E L E C T R I C A L . C O . N Z

Professional and affordable electrical
repairs and installations

 

 

09 445 3447

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Locally Owned
• North Shore & Auckland wide
• Residential & Commercial
• Interior & Exterior
• Roofs
• Painting & Plastering

Ph: Luke Piper  
021 410 766

Contact: michael@geosurvey.co.nz
027 239 0266
www.geosurvey.co.nz

Locally owned and operated Survey firm
•Boundary marking
•Subdivisions
•Topographical Surveys
• Cross-lease  

updates/conversions
•Limited Title
•Drone flights
•Laser scans
• Siting/asbuilt 

certificates for Council

Painters
Midas Touch 

Painting Contractors

Specialists in  
commercial and  

residential painting

For all your decorating needs 
call the wizards

Paul Charleton
021 143 9138
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Landscaping Devonport
Garden design and construction
Whether you are planning a garden  

refresh or a full renovation, we can help 
with all the planning, construction and 

planting. Including decks, retaining, 
pergolas, paving and fencing. 

Everything outdoors!
Call Steve on 021 345 694 

www.naturalgardens.co.nz

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Matt 
0800 277 566

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

• Electronic 

and mechanical 

lock installations

• New keys for 

existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Lock Hardware

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.
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Licensed building practitioner
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Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  
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Licensed building practitioner

All chimney work and flashings

for all door and window repairs
All leak repairs

homeimmaculate.co.nz  |  027 558 4147

Decks, fences, retaining, garden boxes, 
landscaping, exterior cladding, small 

interior & exterior renovations, 
exterior/interior painting & gib stopping. 
Build a new granny at, games room, 

gym or sleepout up to 70m2 

 
Over 30 years experience - No obligation free quotes

Building & Home 
Improvement Services

YYOOUURR  OONNEE  SSTTOOPP  SSHHOOPP
HHoommee  MMaakkee  OOvveerr  SSppeecciiaalliissttss

HHOOMMEE

RReenneeww  &&  PPrrootteecctt

IIMMMMAACCUULLAATTEE
SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Now’s the time to check your 
exterior cladding is water tight

before Winter gets here!

Torpedo Bay
Construction

“Your local full-house renovation  
and extension specialists”

Jordan Cane – 021 293 8686
jordan@torpedobay.co.nz

www.torpedobay.co.nz

HIGH PEAK 
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior  

Waterblasting & Plastering
Roof & Fence spraying

DEVONPORT LOCAL
Oliver Newman 

021 041 1246
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Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Trades & Services

WASTE REMOVALWASTE REMOVALWASTE REMOVAL
No job too small!

UNWANTED UNWANTED 
FURNITURE,  FURNITURE,  

APPLIANCES, ETC.APPLIANCES, ETC.

022 071 6038022 071 6038
www.wasters.co.nzwww.wasters.co.nz

HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com

1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Family owned and operated since 1999

Full Servicing • Repairs
W.O.F • Wheels/Tyres

     021 056 2781        info@zebuild.co.nz
www.zebuild.co.nz

• Architectural Builds 
• Renovations/Extensions
• Decks/Hard Landscaping 
• Commercial
• Villa Restoration

Drain unblocking 
Sewer / Stormwater 

Sinks / Showers 
Laundries 

CALLOUTS FROM $80 EX GST 

0800 437618 
NORTH SHORE

WWW.PRECISIONPLUMBING.CO.NZ

Classifieds
SERVICES OFFERED

A1 Handyman  Excellent work, budget. No job 
too big or small.  Josh: 021 261 8322.
Complete home maintenance by perfectionist 
boat builder/builders. Including rotten windows, 
doors, weather boards. Exterior/interior. Call 
Duane 027 488 5478.
Devonport Upholstery. Recover specialist. 
Antiques and contemporary styles. Recycling 
furniture for 46 years. John Hancox Ph 446 0372, 
027 211 0571.

DEVONPORT SQUASH 
CLUB SPECIAL AGM

APPROVAL OF 2025  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

6PM START, THURSDAY 
21 MAY 2026 @ CLUB LOUNGE 

69 Wairoa Rd,  
Narrow Neck Devonport 
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#1 BRAND IN GARDEN 
POWER TOOLS

STIHL SHOP

2018-2025

Garden Power ToolsGarden Power Tools

100 years 
strong.
we're just 
getting  
started.

open 7 days

free sea 20 battery vacuum 
cleaner with selected tool, 
battery & charger bundles 
–––

save $235

$305

save $235

$345
save $235

$340

save $235

$305

OPENING HOURS
MON – FRI 8.30AM–5.30PM

SATURDAY 9AM TO 3PM
SUNDAY 10AM TO 3PM

265 Albany Highway,  
Albany, Auckland
Phone: 09 414 0022
albany@stihlshop.co.nz

always  
there,  
no fuss. 
––
give back  
this mother’s  
day with  
stihl shop.

#1 BRAND IN GARDEN 
POWER TOOLS

STIHL SHOP

2018-2025

Garden Power ToolsGarden Power Tools

save $75

$330
now

save $75

$270
now asa 20 BATTERY  

PRUNING SHEARS KIT

INCL. TOOL, CARRY BAG.  
AS 2 BATTERY & AL 1 CHARGER

gta 26 BATTERY  
GARDEN PRUNER KIT

INCL. TOOL, OIL, CARRY BAG.  
AS 2 BATTERY & AL 1 CHARGER

free sea 20 battery 
vacuum cleaner with  
selected tool, battery 
& charger bundles 
–––

stihl's  
unbeatable 

battery  
secateurs

INCL. HSA 30 TOOL, SEA 20 TOOL, NOZZLES,  
CARRY BAG, AS 2 BATTERY & AL 1 CHARGER

hsa 30 BATTERY  
HEDGETRIMMER BUNDLE

save $235

$305free

Valid on selected products from 27 April – 11 May 2026 or while stocks last. Terms and conditions apply. See in store or online for details.

open 7 days

20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
• The planned new Bayswater ferry 
terminal has been put on hold due to a 
lack of funds.
• Local boy Liam Holiday (5) is attacked 
by a lion cub at a Rotorua theme park 
but was unharmed.
• Students Alice Jackson and Alison 
Tubby are photographed selling poppies 
in Victoria Rd.
• The national long-distance outrigger 
champs are held at Narrow Neck. 
• An anonymous benefactor donates a 
projector to the Victoria Theatre.
• Oscar the cat, the former Vic Theatre 
moggy, displaced when the theatre 
closed, returns after its reopening. 

• Buying the Devonport Wharf and a 
swimming and sports complex for the 
peninsula are marked as priorities in the 
Devonport Community Board’s North 
Shore City annual plan submission.
• Traffic lights south of Devonport Fire 
Station are proposed as part of the 
new cycleway on Lake Rd between 
Devonport and Takapuna. 
• The costs of lighting and touch-up 
landscaping on Memorial Drive are 
investigated. 
• Artists Yvonne Lambert and Julia Scott 
hold a joint exhibition, Solid Space, at an 
apartment on Wynyard St. 
• Claims in a story in the New Zealand 

Herald that a 200-apartment development 
was planned for Devonport Wharf 
are dismissed as “highly unlikely” by 
Devonport Community Board members. 
• Brothers Ryan, Ben and Sam Barker 
take the field for North Shore rugby 
premiers against Kumeu, covering all 
three loose forward positions. 
• The North Shore premiers lose to 
traditional rivals Takapuna 16-10 at 
Vauxhall Rd. Pictured in the Flagstaff 
about to tackle Luke Doddrell is Jon 
“JL” Elrick (who is still playing premier 
rugby in 2026). 
• Charmaine Braatvedt, the first ordained 
woman minister at Holy Trinity Church, is 
the Flagstaff interview subject. 

A stoat sighting has been reported in Nga-
taringa Park since the discovery early last 
month of a squashed specimen on the road 
near Narrow Neck Beach. 

Environmental group Restoring Takarun-
ga Hauraki said after publicity about the 
first find, it had been contacted by a member 
of the public who said they had seen a stoat 
in the park 10 days later, on 18 April. 

“This is a big cause of concern and could 
point towards a larger population in this 
area than originally thought,” said RTH 
pest lead Catherine Fairbairn.

RTH is looking to put cameras in key 
locations and will set more stoat-specific 
traps around the peninsula. 

Fairbairn asks that if people see a stoat 
they report this, with a time, date, location 

and if possible a photo. 
The group is also interested in sightings 

of weasels, another mustelid pest species. 
Stoats have a black-tipped bushy tail, 

whereas weasels are a little smaller and 
don’t have the dark tail tip. Both species 
feast on eggs, birds and invertebrates.

• Sightings can be reported to catherine@
rth.org.nz

More traps planned after live stoat seen in park
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Young actor’s ancestry fits the bill for        part in WWI drama 
For Devonport director Paul Roukchan, 
staging Once on Chunuk Bair is a way of 
ensuring World War I history is brought 
to later generations. And for Gen Z cast 
member Jordan Wallace-Leef, the play has 
turned out to have a direct connection to his 
own family. 

The Company Theatre production of the 
1982 play by Maurice Shadbolt opens at the 
Rose Centre this Saturday. It brings together 
a cast of 12 actors, and although 22-year-old 
Wallace-Leef is one of the least experienced, 
he inhabits his role of Otaki George with 
authenticity. 

“He needed more brown people,” 
Wallace-Leef jokes of being sounded out by 
Roukchan, who knew him from his first role 
in another community theatre production. “I 
mentioned I had a decently famous family 
member who was in the Maori (Pioneer) 
Battalion.” 

It turned out Wallace-Leef’s decorated 
great-great-great-uncle was not just a sub-
ject of quiet whanau pride, but the actual 
inspiration for the play’s fictional character. 
Roukchan says making this connection has 
added an extra dimension, with Wallace-Leef 
stepping up beyond his years in his portrayal.

“He carries mana from his family and 
culture and he wants to make them proud.”

The story of Harding Waipuke Leaf (Te 

Rarawa) was told in a 2022 documentary, 
The Shark of War – Kia a Mate a Ururoa. 

His descendant – who attributes the dif-
ference in spelling of their surnames to a 
family anecdote about a miscreant forebear 
jumping ship and adjusting his identity – 
says he heard about his renowned relative 
growing up. 

He knew of war chants passed down and 
that Harding returned home to Northland 
after World War I with a Scottish bride, only 
to enlist again in World War II, aged 49, and 
die in Crete. 

Discovering more has added to Wal-
lace-Leef’s determination to do justice to the 
part. “A lot of the time when I think about 
how I’d behave, I think about my poppa – he 
looks like Harding.”

The Auckland War Memorial Museum’s 
online cenotaph notes that Harding’s battle 
cry – “Fight like the ururoa, fight to the 
death” – rang out during the August 1915 
attack on Chunuk Bair, just over a month af-
ter the Māori contingent landed at Gallipoli. 

It says the battle cry most likely informed 
part of Shadbolt’s characterisation of Otaki 
George. Harding, who signed up in his 
mid-twenties, served for more than four 
years in WWI and was awarded the Military 
Cross in 1918.

Wallace-Leef says he feels the weight of 

www.takapunamovies.co.nzwww.takapunamovies.co.nz

Facebook and InstagramFacebook and Instagram
@takapunabeachsidecinema@takapunabeachsidecinema

09 666 071409 666 0714

Tēnā koutou,

As we continue celebrating our 30th
anniversary with a range of world-class
events, we were thrilled to mark NZ Music
Month with a wonderful evening featuring
the New Zealand String Quartet and
DEPOT Sound Schools Songwriting
Competition winners Sienna Fitzgerald
and Emily Cuff. 

DEPOT 3 Vic | 3 Victoria Road

Material World by Chris Melville is now
open until 31 May. Using fabric, light and
movement, these works transform
everyday materials into atmospheric,
landscape-like imagery that invite stillness
and reflection.

DEPOT Artspace | 28 Clarence Street

Our biggest exhibition of the year opens
later this month, bringing together 28
contemporary figurative and portrait
artists in a dynamic collective show. Guest
co-curated by Karlalise Hortsmans and
Tracey Coakley, it explores portraiture as
a diverse, evolving form.

From playful storytelling to reflections on
identity and community, every work offers
something unique, with plenty to engage
visitors of all ages.

Join us for the opening on Saturday 16
May, 2–4pm, with an artist panel at 3pm.

In the DEPOT Lounge, Integration by
Louise Mair is now open until 2 June. This
layered exhibition reflects on belonging,
transition and the landscapes we carry
within us.

If you’re working on a creative sound
project, DEPOT Sound offers a
professional, welcoming recording space
for musicians, podcasters and storytellers
of all levels.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Ngā mihi nui,
 Amy Saunders
 Director | Kaiwhakahaere, DEPOT
 amy.saunders@depot.org.nz
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Young actor’s ancestry fits the bill for        part in WWI drama 

• Funeral Planning For The Future
• Full Church & Chapel Funerals
• Or Venue Of Your Choice...

Devonport Yacht Club
Wakatere Boating Club

‘exceptional care and compassion’

09 486 2631   027 486 2050

www.northshorefunerals.co.nz

Nelson & Susan Elliott

taking the part. “There’s a large amount of 
responsibility to be not as jokey as is in my 
nature.” He says the play is a story of brother-
hood in the face of adversity. “They’re fight-
ing someone else’s war and there’s lessons to 
be learned.” His hope is that the audience will 
feel the story as much as he has. 

Roukchan says the Otaki George character 
is just one of several strong roles in the play, 
including a colonel played by North Shore 
actor Karl Buckley. In another coincidence 
for Roukchan – who has directed 15 plays and 
works in film and television – Buckley direct-
ed him in Once on Chunuk Bair at Mairangi 
Players 22 years ago, when he was still a 
schoolboy at Westlake Boys High School. 
This is his directorial debut at Company.  

Wallace-Leef, who got into acting only 
after moving to Auckland as a young adult, 
wants to deepen his theatre experience. To 
date, he has mainly picked up bit parts in film 
and television; including an aspiring actor’s 
obligatory appearance on Shortland Street, 
when he was a naked extra high on magic 
mushrooms, and as a stand-in during filming 
of a The Predator movie. “I’m definitely keen 
on pushing on,” he says. “This one has got 
more dialogue.”
• Once on Chunuk Bair at the Rose Centre, 
9-23 May, including some matinees. Tickets 
$15 to $30 at iticket.co.nz

Bonus package... Director Paul Roukchan (left) says Jordan Wallace-Leef’s 
family connection to the Gallipoli story has added an extra dimension to 
Company Theatre’s production of Once on Chunuk Bair      

www.thevic.co.nz | (09) 446 0100 | 48 Victoria Road

SHOWING NOW 
Billie Eilish Hit Me Hard & Soft: The Tour (Live in 3D)  
 (E) 114min
Iron Maiden: Burning Ambition (M  105min
The Sheep Detectives (PG)  109min
The Devil Wears Prada 2 (M)    119min
It’s Never Over, Jeff Buckley (M)  107min
Sgt. Haane (M)  88min 
The Time Traveller’s Guide to Hamilton Gardens (G) 76min
Exit 8 (M)  94min
Put Your Soul on Your Hand and Walk (E)  112min
Michael (M)        127min
SPECIAL EVENTS & NEW RELEASES
Cinema Italiano Italian Film Festival          1-20 May
A Private Life (M) - Mother’s Day screening  10 May
Caterpillar (M) - Mother’s Day screening  10 May
Mischief Co. Book Club Live Show  14 May
Big Bike Film Night - Encore Screening  17 May
For more info on films & events go to thevic.co.nz

Thanks 
to our partners 
and supporters

PICTURE: KATHRYN NOBBS
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 10 Calliope Road

5 2 4 2

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty

(unless sold prior)

4pm, Wed 10 Jun 2026

33 King Edward Parade, Devonport

ViewSun 1-1.30pm or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

From Gospel Hall to Grand Design

One of Devonport’s most unique and extraordinary homes, this landmark village property has

piqued the interest of locals for decades. Located on the corner of High Street, it was crafted in 1898

then later used as a Gospel Hall for the Open Brethren Church and has since been masterfully and

meticulously transformed into a three storey, modern family masterpiece with a subtle nod to its

past. In this village full of villas, the heritage elegance, character and soul here are on another level.

The beautifully proportioned 425sqm residence has only had a handful of custodians since it was

sold into private hands in the ‘70s, and it’s always been snapped up swiftly. With elevated views out

to Mt Victoria, its north-facing position also soaks up the sun.

bayleys.co.nz/1470835

bayleys.co.nz


