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Parish aligns with conservative view on women’s role

Devonport is a community that prides itself
on being progressive, inclusive and egali-
tarian. It is therefore deeply concerning to
witness a quiet but profound shift occurring
at Holy Trinity that challenges these core
values — specifically regarding the equality
of women.

While Vicar Chris Murphy reported at the
church AGM (Flagstaft, 13 March) on the
good work of a female warden, he is quietly
introducing a theological framework known
as “complementarianism”, which doesn’t
believe in the full equality of women as it is
understood in modern New Zealand.

This shift is hidden in plain sight within
the specialised language used by the speakers
the vicar promotes. Holy Trinity women are
currently being encouraged to attend a “Bib-
lical Theology Workshop” on 25 April by US
author Nancy Guthrie. Guthrie is a prominent
face of The Gospel Coalition (TGC), an or-
ganisation whose “Confessional Statement”
explicitly states that men and women are “not
simply interchangeable”. By promoting her,
Murphy is quietly aligning our parish with a
worldview where a woman’s role — both in

the church and in her own home — is defined
by submission to male authority. TGC foun-
dational documents state that God ordains
“the husband exercising headship... and the
wife submitting to her husband”. This is the
“complementarian” view Murphy is quietly
introducing.

The alignment is becoming undeniable.
On 15 March, Murphy brought in guest
preacher Man Long Cheung from EV
Church, a congregation whose own policy
states: “The Bible makes it clear that in
church leadership... the roles of men and
women are not interchangeable”. While
Murphy avoids using these terms from
the pulpit, he has confirmed this position
privately.

After months of inquiry in 2024, the vicar
eventually admitted that he does not believe
a woman should lead a church. The fact that
this conviction remains hidden from the
congregation — while he actively aligns our
parish with the people and the institutions
that enforce it — is a profound failure of
transparency.

Why, you might ask, did a minister who

holds these restrictive views come to a
church previously led by a very capable and
well-loved woman, Charmaine Braatvedt?
Why did Murphy not reveal his position
regarding women in authority to the commit-
tee considering his appointment? In modern
NZ, we shouldn’t need to ask vicars whether
they believe women are fully equal — yet
here we are.

How do these ultra-conservative views fit
within a community like Devonport, which
is progressive, inclusive and egalitarian? The
answer has been hinted at in his sermons:
Murphy appears to be on a mission to “fix”
Holy Trinity, “fix”” the NZ church and “fix”
our society.

I speak out not to cause further division,
but because I believe the Devonport com-
munity deserves a church that reflects its
own values of inclusion, transparency and
equality.

My hope is that Holy Trinity might once
again become the expansive, welcoming and
community-focused parish that so many of
us loved and supported for decades.

David Allis

Stage-managed support for vicar, but pain and anguish for many

We also attended the 8 March Holy Trinity
AGM and, while your 13 March article
accurately captures the stage-managed sup-
port for Vicar Chris Murphy, it missed the
profound sense of loss felt by many in the
room and in the wider community.

You saw the “AGM backs vicar” —we felt
the pain and anguish of the 70-plus adults
and their children who have withdrawn from
Holy Trinity Devonport since the late-2023
arrival of Murphy at our parish church.

You saw Murray Spackman’s “call of
support for Murphy” as a motion “which
came from the floor” — we saw a substan-
tial pre-prepared motion ushered through,
avoiding normal general meeting protocols.
There was no checking that supporters were

on the parish roll, no opportunity for debate
or disagreement, no counting of the hands
raised in favour (amongst the choreographed
acclaim), and no opportunity for attendees
to vote no or abstain.

You saw five pre-submitted questions
answered at the Sunday AGM — there were
10 others rejected by vestry late on Friday
afternoon. General business questions were
not permitted.

You saw the AGM addressing the
church’s stance on welcoming the LGBTQ
community —we saw a conservative UK vic-
ar quoted, saying nothing clear about Holy
Trinity Devonport’s stance. “Everybody is
welcome” is meaningless when there is a
“but” hidden behind it. The question about

LGBTQ safety was originally asked two
years ago — this AGM finally learned the
vicar’s opinion. Within these answers, his
strongly held opinion became visible — gay
people should be celibate (and otherwise
ineligible for leadership). In 2026 Devon-
port? Really?

You saw the election of four vestry mem-
bers (three new and one existing) — we saw
the loss of four strong, capable, warm-heart-
ed and hard-working women from vestry
— joining the other vestry members, mainly
women, who have resigned or stood down
over the past two and a half years. We find
this all deeply disturbing.

David and Annabelle Claridge, Paul
Cane

Devonport should be concerned at departure from inclusion

Recent events at Holy Trinity Devonport,
including the March AGM, signal a sharp
departure from the inclusive values our
parish once held.

Under the previous vicar, Charmaine
Braatvedt, Holy Trinity was a broad,
supportive community. Now it is being
rebranded as a “reformed” church, driven
by ultra-conservative doctrines that have
resulted in the departure of more than 70
long-standing members.

Losing these “exiles” means losing
the institutional memory and diversity of
thought that anchor a community. While the
church attracts new followers of these strict
doctrines, the wider Devonport community
should be concerned about what is being lost.

We have finally gained clarity on a
long-standing concern: while LGBTQ+
people are told they are welcome, the church
effectively condemns same-sex relationships
by barring those within them from leadership
or marriage. This “welcome” feels condi-
tional and misleading, prioritising debatable
theology over the actual safety and belonging
of its members. For those of us who remem-
ber a parish where everyone truly belonged,
this shift is heartbreaking.

Equally concerning is the vicar’s view
against women in leadership. New Zealand
has a proud history of gender equality in
the Anglican Church, ordaining women
since 1977 and electing the first female
bishop in 1990. To see these hard-won values

abandoned, while questioners are labelled
“troublemakers” and silenced, is more than
a parochial concern. In the wake of national
investigations into abuse in care and the fail-
ure of leadership to protect the vulnerable,
we should expect transparency.

Will the wider community of Devonport
be concerned that an Anglican version of
Destiny Church has slipped into the neigh-
bourhood?

Let’s see what happens next. More leav-
ing? More gaslighting? More obfuscating?
Let’s see Devonport, and New Zealand —
what will happen with the infiltration of the
new conservatives to the Anglican Church
in Aotearoa?

Margaret Allis
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Navy veteran and Devonport RSA leader sails off

Muzz Kennett arrived in Devonport as a Navy trainee in his teens and leaves after a long career
and a stint with the RSA which has had its frustrations. He talks to Helen Vause.

As Muzz and Gail Kennett unpack and
settle into their Whitianga house for the
next chapter in their lives, they’ve made a
promise to each other: They won’t be put-
ting their hands up to volunteer for anything
in their new hometown — yet. Or for as long
as this departing Devonport couple can
resist the temptation, given their long track
record of community service here.

But Muzz (Maurice) Kennett has already
made one exception to the vow of no public
service while he’s settling into life in seaside
Whitianga — happily accepting an invitation
to be the guest speaker for the Anzac Day
service this year.

As aretiring commander in the Navy and
retiring president of the Devonport RSA, he
had lots of ends to tie up and a lot of people
to say goodbye to as he packed boxes in
the last Navy house he’ll live in. He notes
that he and Gail started out in Devonport
in a Navy home and began to raise their
children, Gareth and Kylie-Anne, there.

After they recently sold their own home,
his lifelong employer again put a roof over
their heads for their final days here.

The farewells went on for weeks, with a
formal exit from the Navy and a handover
in the RSA rooms. And then a big party at
home one Saturday night.

The party was one the Kennetts and their
friends will remember, he says. “What a
night. After so many years here we had
people from play centre, school, sports
clubs, the Navy and across the generations.
It was fantastic.”

That party turnout reflected the many
parts of the community the couple were
active in, whether coaching, taking a lead
or just showing up to help out.

But although the local roots run deep, it
was time to move on to their next chapter.

“It does feel a bit surreal. We have had a
great life here but we’ve been planning to
move to Whitianga for a while and now it’s
time,” says the 67-year-old.

Their first months in the house will be
spent morphing a holiday home into a
permanent retirement home, getting things
shipshape for whatever is next.

Muzz leaves big shoes to fill. He turned
up in Devonport as a boy, not yet 16, but
keen to join the Navy. Even as a Boy Scout
he’d been thinking of joining the services
and then one day the Navy recruitment team
came to Whangarei Boys’ High School. He
was a fifth former and the opportunities he
was hearing about that day struck the right

Landscape Design Devonport

Whether you are planning a garden
refresh or a full renovation, let us work
with you to define your vision so that
you can proceed with a plan.

~\

Call Steve on 021 345 694

steve@naturalgardens.co.nz

Instagram @natural.gardens

Man and boy... Muzz Kennett was accepted for the Navy while at high school

note with him. He sat the entrance exam,
was accepted by the Navy as a weapons
electrical mechanic and pretty shortly there-
after he was off on the bus to the big city.
Young Muzz Kennett presented himself
at the Navy training establishment HMNZS
Tamaki just two days before his 16th birth-
day. And in those days, he couldn’t qualify
to start counting days in service until he
was over 17. But he’d come, just the same.
Fifty years on, there is a photo of him at
the Devonport RSA taken in February last

Support your paper
for the price of

a cup of coffee.

Go to
devonportflagstaff.co.nz
and click on
‘Become a supporter’
at the top of the page.
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to retirement of fishing and diving in Whitianga

year, cutting a cake with another member
of his intake. Muzz was the youngest of that
group of 180 boys.

Kennett says the Navy gave him a good
career and by taking opportunities he’s had
broad experience, from servicing electron-
ics to teaching, training and management
roles.

Later he took the path of a seaman officer
career, with commands of two craft, HMN-
ZS Kahu and then HMNZS Manawanui, the
Navy’s diver tender for 30 years.

A highlight on that ship was a 2016 ex-
pedition to the Solomon Islands for Navy
divers to remove explosive war remnants.

Closer to home, whenever Manawanui
docked at her official home port in Whitian-
ga, Kennett’s affections for that town grew.

With a life story with the theme of ser-
vice and community running through every
chapter, Kennett leaves the local RSA after
five years as president, and with a hint of
frustration about what could be achieved
for veterans, but has yet to be.

While he says the core pillar of the or-
ganisation is the concept of serving all the
veterans who have served us, he’s found it
hard to reach them or to be able to meet the
level of need he thinks could be out there
unheard somewhere in the community. He
notes that this is an issue for the RSA in
many regions.

“We have now buried our last two World
War I veterans, but there are lots of all ages
who turn up at the Anzac commemoration
but then we don’t see them again. Many of
them we cannot get to join.

“We are trying to break down the image
of being a bunch of old vets sitting around
having a beer and talking about the war. ”

He points out that although the perception
may be that veterans are old men, there
are in fact many younger men and women

reece
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Remove gas and go all electric
We can remove your costly gas water heater
and replace for electric - indoor or outdoor.

Set price to start at $4500 ex gst includes 180L
hot water cylinder and the electrical connection

who qualify for the term because they have
served.

Last year he says this branch of the RSA
spent about $26,000 on support to veterans
and also stepped up with practical support
when asked.

Although that figure is typical of the
annual spend, Kennett feels frustrated that
they are not doing enough for the veterans
or their widows.

“Times are tough out there but they are
not looking for help from us.”

He was disappointed that a combined
initiative last winter between North Shore

“This is really our
time now. We have
been working

for 50 years.”

RSAs to provide a drop-in centre at the
Takapuna Library didn’t thrive because
only a handful of veterans came forward.

At the time the drop-in centre was set up,
he was quoted as saying “we want families
tosay, ‘Dad, have you thought about asking
for help?””

He believes families and veterans in the
region may not be aware of what they could
be entitled to by way of support. Kennett
and his team, including Gail, have been
ready and waiting to step up and help veter-
ans, whether they’re RSA members or not.

They’re offering mentoring, useful con-

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. WE CAN SITE VISIT TO ADVISE AT NO COST.

Call either David at Precision Plumbing 021 841 745
or Paul at Devonport Electrical 445 3447 to arrange.

*This is a base price excluding GST. Costs may vary depending on a site visit ( no cost to site visit and advise ) Terms and conditions apply.

[(APRECISION

W W W .PRECISIONPLUMBING.CO.NZ

tacts, advice and financial assistance. For
some, that could just come in the form of
taxi fares, for example.

“Maybe people around here don’t really
need any help but it’s hard to believe that
none of the veterans or their widows could
do with a helping hand from time to time.”

Where veterans have been able to benefit
from the assistance of the Devonport RSA,
Kennett says it’s definitely a case of “bravo
zulu” (well done, in naval signals) to Gail,
who has been in the role of support advisor
for the organisation.

“She has been totally devoted and every-
one knows she has done a brilliant job. And
the good work won’t stop just because Gail
and I have gone.”

Kennett is heartened that a youth group
has been getting established on his watch,
looking for opportunities to volunteer and
provide support in the community.

He’s hopeful the youth initiative will
grow and bring in more young members.
He hopes they will help to refresh the image
of the RSA and start to show what it could
become.

“The youth membership will grow in
time. I think we have made progress but the
wheel turns slowly and it will take time.”

The Kennetts’ last weeks in Devonport
were busy days. In Whitianga, the newest
RSA member in town is unpacking those
boxes, but the ocean beckons.

Kennett is swapping duty for the fishing
and diving, and getting out on the boat that
drew him down there. “This is really our
time now. We have been working for 50
years.” It’s time for a change of gear.

The Navy era is not quite over, however.
Kennett is a Navy reserve for the next two
years and could be called on to help out at
any time. “It also means I can still wear
my uniform.”

DEVONPORT ELECTRICAL LIMITED
TS AP
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Bayswater dreaming: Plans for clubhouse take shape

The Takapuna Boating Club has begun the
early stages of fundraising for an ambitious
$5 million restoration of its landmark
150-year-old Bayswater clubhouse.

A Givealittle campaign has begun, its start
timed for the official launch of a wider three-
phase plan which includes attracting major
donors and commercial sponsors.

The club’s plan to restore the historic
building were outlined to an invited audi-
ence in Takapuna last month. A slide show
contained historic images and a vision of the
restored exterior.

Club commodore Wendy Baker said the
project was expected to stretch over several
years.

Talks were already underway with groups
who might be interested in space in the
building, including the Takapuna Grammar
Rowing Club, she said. Conversations with
council were also being held about heritage
grants and future plans around the marina
area. The intention was to keep the commu-
nity informed, with quarterly updates.

* Phase 1 is a goal to secure $500,000 by
the end of the year to enable further work
to begin. Media and public engagement is
planned and grants are being sought. An
event at the boathouse is being considered
mid-year, which may be an open day. This
phase will take 10 per cent of the total budget
and include a building assessment, needs and
feasibility study and fundraising.

* Phase 2 is construction work, expected to
costaround $3.5 million and take 70 per cent
of the budget.

* Phase 3 will be work on the interior,
estimated to cost $1 million, taking the
remainder of the budget. The fitout would

The vision...

In front of an image of what a restored clubhouse mlght look like,

Bayswater Restoration Governance Committee members (from left): Mark
Wooster, Darren Moore, Wendy Baker, Barry Ward and Nicole DeSonier.

pave the way for a major hospitality tenant
on the upper level and also include creating
spaces for community meetings and mixed-
use activities on the mid level, with boating
use and a possible ice-cream shop beneath.

Baker said being able to improve the “sad
state” of the building was something the club
was committed to and had been made possi-
ble by legislation passed last year, enabling
more commercial use.

Ray Welson, a former long-standing
boating club member and Hauraki resident,

relayed a message from North Shore MP Si-
mon Watts, who helped usher the law change
through a five-year process.

Welson said his great-grandfather, who
lived in Beresford St, was a member of the
Bayswater Yachting Club (which became
the Takapuna club). It first met in 1921 in
his garage.

His great-grandfather helped transport
materials when the already 50-year-old
clubhouse building was barged to its current
site in pieces, after an earlier life as a tannery.

All hands on deck... Spectators watch a regatta day in the 1930s. Right: After re-roofing and a repaint in 2011
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files

® The “Duchess of Devonport”, North
Shore Rugby Club life member Molly
Eagles (86), kicks the first ball of the
2006 season.

¢ The Devonport Flagstaff wins a national
award for community involvement for its
production of a Devonport Community
Calendar with David Kayrouz.

¢ North Shore City Council tells Wicked
Wanda Smokehouse and Bar on Victoria
Rd to remove images of scantily clad
women with wings.

e National literary figure Christine Cole
Catley and community beach warden
Terry Jury win North Shore civic awards
for service to the community.

e Henry Poor of Takapuna Grammar
School wins double gold at the Maadi
Cup - taking the Under-17 and Under-18
single sculls titles in the same day.

e A “tug of love” row erupts after Pete
the cockatiel from Devonport Primary
goes home with students during the
school holidays, proves to be female and

94

lays some eggs. Parent Dave Miller says
Pete should stay with new mate Pat, but
Devonport Primary wants the bird back.

e The Devonport Community Board has
been asked to erect a memorial statue
to Sir Peter Blake, who was murdered in
December 2005.

* Bayswater Ave is becoming a death
trap and safety measures are needed,
Bayswater Community Committee chair
Peter McQueen tells the Devonport
Community Board.

® The historic Victoria Theatre passes
into North Shore City Council ownership
for $1.55 million, after more than 70 per
cent of 4500 submitters supported the
purchase. Mayor George Wood, a critic
of the purchase leading up to the vote,
changes his mind and votes yes.

e Around 1000 people turn out for the
Devonport Classic race at Ngataringa
Bay.

e Sarah Burren, chair of the trust which
fought to save the Victoria Theatre, is the

Flagstaff interview subject.

¢ The Electric Confectionaires are top of
the bill at their first anniversary concert at
Windsor Reserve. Other bands include
The Earlybirds, Dionysus, White Birds
and Lemons and the Koshercot Honeys.

e Cinzah Merkens and Jacob Milne
put on a “two-dudes” exhibition at the
Depot, with Merkens having done his
paintings while recuperating from a
broken back.

* North Shore premiers start the rugby
season with a stuttering 15-7 win over
Mahurangi.

e Resident Angela Ward mounts a
campaign to retain Pat Hanly’s dove
mural on the roof of a building at Mt
Cambria community garden.

* Gordon James is made a life member
of the RSA.

e Eleven-year-old Jacko Gill breaks
a 27-year-old shotput record at the
Auckland Athletics champs with a throw
of 13.19m.
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Are you a Margarita lover looking for something

fun, different, and unforgettable at home?
Host your own private Margarita Masterclass and turn your living room into the ultimate
cocktail experience. Gather your friends, and get ready to be entertained, learn new skills,

and enjoy the world’s most awarded Margarita being made right in front of your eyes.
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Led by Luis Cabrera, award-winning Mexican chef and creator of Besos Margarita, this
interactive experience goes beyond just mixing drinks. You'll discover the secrets behind his
signature recipe, learn the techniques to craft the perfect Margarita, and pick up tips that will
seriously impress your guests long after the night ends.
The best part? You don’t need to bring a thing — I'll take care of everything. From premium
ingredients to professional tools, all you have to do is show up, relax, and enjoy the experience.

Shake, sip, and celebrate — all from the comfort of your own home.
For booklngs and detalls please emall chef cabrera@gmall com
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Cricketers even the score in cross-code fundraiser
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PHOTOS: ROGER BRITTENDEN AND GILLIAN SCOTT
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Code crackers... Both Shore Smash teams line up

Team Cricket won the second annual “Shore
Smash” T20 fundraiser, defeating 2025
winners Team Rugby.

Team Cricket came in determined to get
their name on the board — and they did
just that on a classic late-summer afternoon
occasion at Devonport Domain.

The cricketers made a lively start, led by
Sam Hinds, fresh off a premier century the
previous weekend. He struck a quickfire
33 and was matched as top scorer by Rory
Bessell.

Mike Olsen also enjoyed his return to
“The D”, entertaining the crowd with a
fluent 31 that included two fours and two
“eights” under the unique Shore Smash
rules.

Tendai Chitongo added 28, and young
talent Raiha Jeory Reynolds showed com-
posure beyond her years, anchoring the
innings with 10, as Team Cricket posted a
competitive total of 174.

V"1 s - L For Team Rugby, Anna P (2/19)
. , . . or Ieam Ru , Anna Peterson
Well done... Team Cricket’s Mike Duncraft (left) accepts the congratulations and Mac Dalzellg(z}/,26) were the pick of the

of Team Rugby’s Grant McKenzie.

Sills + Co Devonport

We’re looking for a confident, style-conscious salesperson to join our Devonport store Wednesday — Saturday (full-time)
This is the perfect role for someone who brings energy, warmth, and a little sparkle to everything they do.

Love fashion, people, and creating an unforgettable in-store experience.

What makes you perfect for this role:  The role includes: We’re looking for someone who is:
You’re naturally engaging, effortlessly e Delivering exceptional, personalised ¢ Confident, positive, and polished
stylish, and know how to make customer service ¢ Passionate about fashion and styling
customers welcome the moment they e Styling our loyal customers and e Reliable and ready to be part

walk through the door. You’ve got a building genuine relationships of the Sills Team

great eye for detail, a passion for sales, e Maintaining a beautiful, e Available Wednesday to Saturday
and you thrive in a boutique retail well-presented store full days

environment. e Contributing to sales targets

and team success

Apply now and bring your style to our lovely Devonport store. janeanne@sillsandco.com
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Still got it... Ben Stewart, who played
100 games for both North Shore
rugby and cricket clubs, scored a
century for Team Rugby in the Shore
Smash

bowlers, keeping things tight and ensuring
the chase would be within reach.

But Team Rugby found themselves in ear-
ly trouble, with Team Cricket taking seven
catches in the field.

Enter Ben Stewart. In a remarkable in-
nings, Stewart took the game by the scruff
of the neck, scoring over 100 and dragging
Team Rugby back into contention in a thrill-
ing chase that went down to the wire.

Despite his heroics, Team Cricket held
their nerve to secure the win by around 20
runs.

Funds raised will go towards the redevel-
opment of former Devonport Bowling Club
facilities, delivering much-needed female
changing rooms to support both cricket
and rugby.
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Ton time... Max Clarke, North Shore’s cricketer of the year, scoring a century

in February

The best of NSCC 2025-26

Award recipients at the recent North Shore
Cricket Club senior prizegiving:

Youth Female Bowling: Deanna Mathew;
Youth Female Batting: Dorothea Waldron;
J Finny Cup: Isabella Watson; Emerg-
ing Male Players Batting: Jack Jones;
Emerging Male Players Bowling: Tobi-
as ; 4th XTI Batting: Connor
Bessell; 4th XI Bowling: Matt Davies; 3rd
XI Batting: Dom Aldous; 3rd XI Bowling:
Connor Bessell; Jacobs Goodwin Clinch
Grade Cricket Battler Award: Josh Yarn-
ton; Reserves Batting: Kerry McMillan;
Reserves Bowling: Elliot Griffiths; Grace
Gooder — Most Female Wickets: Rishika
Jaswal; Hilda Thompson — Highest Female
Score: Dorothea Waldron; Clare Nicholson
— Most Female Runs: Dorothea Waldron;
Bev Brentall — Best Female All-Rounder:

‘e‘.

Skin Cancer Experts
www.skintel.co.nz 0800 SKINTEL
1a Apollo Drive, Rosedale

Rishika Jaswal; Knox Cup — Premier Male
Runs: Max Clarke; Vercoe Cup — Premier
Male Wickets: Brandon Mavuta; Mr
Pickwick — Premier Male Fielder: Daniel
Middleton; Dacre Cup — Most Promising
Male: Max Clarke; Winterbottom — Most
Improved Male: Freddy Birch; D R Ben-
nett — Male All-Rounder: Brandon Mavuta;
Eileen Henderson — Most Male Wickets:
Brandon Mavuta; Don Coleman — First
Ton of the Season: Daniel Middleton; Harry
Pitts — Highest Score: Max Clarke; Cam
Maingay — They Turned the Match: Will
Clarke; Ian Munro — Volunteer of the Year:
Sarah Finnie; Legacy Award: Kevin Robin-
son; Verdun Scott Cup — Sportspersonship:
Rory Bessell; Major Jacka Cup — Loyalty to
Club and Team: Sam Hinds; B P Somerville
— Cricketer of the Year: Max Clarke.
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If you're listing your
house this autumn.

Make sure you advertise it locally.
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Contact your local agent to sell
your property locally, marketing it in
your local paper The Rangitoto Observer

We deliver to letterboxes and are online
so reach all potential buyers

Go to www.rangitoto-observer.co.nz
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Ngatarmga Tennis Club 2026 champlons

Mixed Doubles winners Chrls Whlte and Kirsty Gardyne Women’s Singles winner Nicky Mules (right) with runner
(left), with runners-up, Mary Anne Clive and Allister Irving up Mary Anne Clive

Gage Volykine and Nicky Mules were the Ngataringa Tennis Club senior men’s and women’s
champions for 2026. Full results below.

Men’s Singles Winner: Gage Volykhine; Runner-up: Martin Kalafat. Women’s Singles Winner: Nicky Mules; Runner-up: Mary Anne
Clive. Mixed Doubles Winners: Chris White and Kirsty Gardyne; Runners-up: Allister Irving and Mary Anne Clive. Men’s Doubles
Winners: Chris White and Josh Wilson; Runners-up: Gage Volyhine and Mark Chaddock. Women’s Doubles: Winners: Lisa Chaddock
and Leigh Steckler; Runners-up: Toni Jardine and Janine Jones.

Women’s Doubles winners (from right) Leigh Steckler and Lisa Men’s Singles winner Gage Volykhlne (right)
Chaddock, with runners up Janine Jones and Toni Jardine and runner-up Martin Kalafat
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Coastal Charm Meets
Contemporary Living

Tender

Closes 4:00pm, Thursday 16 April
(unless sold prior)

Positioned in one of Devonport’s most tightly held streets,
this beautifully presented villa offers an exceptional blend of
timeless character and modern comfort, just moments from
the shoreline. Less than 100 metres from the white sands of
Cheltenham Beach, the home delivers an enviable lifestyle
where morning swims, coastal walks, and relaxed seaside
living are part of your everyday routine.

Inside, the residence has been thoughtfully configured for
contemporary living while retaining its classic Devonport villa
charm. Polished wooden floors flow throughout, enhancing
the warmth and elegance of the interiors. The open-plan
kitchen and living area form the heart of the home, seamlessly



RayWhite.

@2 &3 &52 &2

connecting to a private, sun-drenched rear courtyard,
perfect for entertaining or quiet relaxation. A second living
room provides flexibility for families, guests, or a dedicated
retreat. Accommodation comprises three well-proportioned
bedrooms, including a generous master suite complete with
walk-in wardrobe and ensuite. A second bathroom services
the remainder of the home with ease.

Additional features include a double lock-up garage and
excellent proximity to Devonport village, where a vibrant
selection of shops, cafes, and restaurants are all within easy
reach. A rare opportunity to secure a refined coastal home in
an outstanding location.

View
Saturday & Sunday
11:30am - 12:30pm

Matthew Smith
021 924 435

matthew.smith@raywhite.com

Devonport Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)
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” y searchfield
v electrical

(formerly Ogden Electrical, .
same people & service, different name) North Shore based renovations,

new builds, design & project

CEalgctﬁl'tf:oa'i gl IDyaot:r management since 1985. H ANbYM AN
requirements Trustworthy licensed builders specialising
in residential alterations/extensions, Your local handyman in Devonport

No job too big or too small kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

No travel charge Shore-wide [IaElaEEAS
Contact Alex Carey on 02 1 1 968 908
Carl Ogden - 445 7528 0274 660 666, or visit our website vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
carlo@searchfield.co.nz www.efd.kiwi www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

1)

Kingbpom
DEVONPORT ELECTRICAL DECORATORS

Your Local Electricians

EYE FOR DETAIL

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Professional and affordable electrical Backed .by over 35 years’ expe:rie.nce
repairs and installations of quality preparation and painting

& PhRoss Kingdom
= 021723413

09 Ao a4/
PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Call ws for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

Phone COLIN on 480 5864 DEVONPORTELECTRICAL.CO.NZ

\\“ ORIGI, 4y

e = t* | _ g
FENCE & || A QVEIS || &

I Locally owned and operated Survey firm

BROTHERS CRAFTSMAN L el

* FENCES « RETAINING CRAFTSMAN « Topographical Surveys

« PERGOLAS WALLS PLU M BER * Cross-lease

updates/conversions
« DECKS e Limited Title

Friendly, experienced service * Drone flights

* PROPERTY MAINTENANCE for all of your plumbing needs. o é_a_sef soans
* Sit t
www.fencebros.co.nz CALL DERRICK TRAVERS cle;‘r;%(/jzfeglfor Council
NTACT GRE
FglgA FR(E:E gUOc';'E 021-909790 Contact: michael@geosurvey.co.nz

0800 336 232 445-6691 [T by el

] PIPER

Professnonal Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

Ph 021 841 745 Locally Owned
David Mortimore North Shore & Auckland wide

Specialists in
commercial and

New installations ; i i . - R
Repairs and Maintenance :?isplengaé 8,‘( Cpmmeroal residential painting
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd nterior & Exterior

Roofs Paul Charleton

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz L .
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz Painting & Plastering

021143 9138

Ph: Luke Plper For all your decorating needs

ssRRseg 021 410 766 Lall the wizards
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All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

G ——

P =S
T il e

1

{llyad
AT

ndrew Hollowa

y ONPORT  dovrportgssognatom
Floorsander GLASS Lh e o

¢ Floorsanding
® Polyurethaning and staining
e Tongue and Groove repairs

LOCAL TO DEVONPORT e Serving Devonport since 1995
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation Please phone for a free quote
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675 ahfooreanaingantra. conz

email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

=

AFFORDABLE
JBL PLUMBING DEVONPORT
SOLUTIONS
JOHN BISSET LTD LTD I.OGKSM“HS
Painting & Decorating Specialists Plumbing, Gasfitting, et
Serving Auckland for over 35 years Drainage, Roof Leaks >« Hectronic
Master Painter of the Year 2017 MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS 2 and mechanical
Interior and Exterior — New and existing, roofs, Prom pt courteous service lock lnstaliations
fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, Fully insured for your peace of mind * New keys for
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning. existing locks
Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists. ca" Matt * lock repairs

* lock Hardware

Office: 445 8099 @; 0800 277 566

email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
R

www.bissetltd.co.nz (SFODECORATOR Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Barneitt Bros.

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS
Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now
for all door and window repairs
All leak repairs

[T o

i Landgcaping Devonport

BALLARD

All joinery repairs Garden design and construction
All carpentry and associated Whether you are planning a garden S ERNte FoR LMV ED
building services refresh or a full renovation, we can help
All chimney work and flashings with all the planning, construction and To by Ballard
Bathrooms planting. Including decks, retaining, Electrical Specialist

All work guaranteed pergolas, paving and fencing.
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189 Everything outdoors! 021244 5950

Licensed building practitioner Call Steve on 021 345 694 .
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com | www.naturalgardens.co.nz | ballardservices.nz

- 0000___]
24 Hour Towi - -
FLEET STREET Devon::rrt :)v\‘llvl:gd Reia"' Building & Home
P ANELBE ATERS and Operated . Improvement Services
1 Fleet Street, Devonport

Ph one 4 4 5 0 4 8 3 Decks, fences, retaining, garden boxes,

Ian.dscu.ping, exterior cludding, small
LIMITED email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz xteronmterion pemenG & o1 Sopping.

Build a new granny flat, games room,
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz qym or slespout up to 70m2

Over 30 years experience - No obligation free quotes

g%\ HOME

IMMACULATE

-w SERVICES
Renew & Protect

ESTABLISHED 1971

Nathan Hale
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Family owned and operated since 1999
Full Servicing * Repairs
W.O.F  Wheels/Tyres
HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY

Ph (09) 445 4456

Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

O Wasters

SKIP BAGS

EASYAWASTE{REMOVAL

[FOLL [
W ESTTAKESITWAVW/AYS
Greenwaste $200
General Waste $245

022 071 6038
www.wasters.co.nz

The Devonport

(lassifieds

A women who adores living in Devonport
houses with puppy dogs and cats -happy to send
you info- looking for dates April and May -man-
nionjude@gmail.com

Friendly, mixed ability, social tennis at Nga-
taringa Tennis Club every Wednesday 9.30 am.
Come and give it a go!

Torpedo Bay
Construction

“Your local full-house renovation
and extension specialists”

Jordan Cane - 021 293 8686
jordan@torpedobay.co.nz
www.torpedobay.co.nz

Trades & Services ArrIL 10, 2026

4. DAYS DIGGING

DEVONPORT

FROMATO Z

- Architectural Builds ~

- Renovations/Extensions Ha'o
- Decks/Hard Landscaping e e
- Commercial .

+ Villa Restoration ~'Happlest bloke you'll ever meet on adigger”

021056 2781 info@zebuild.co.nz B i 027 434 8399

www.zebuild.co.nz o daysdigging@gmail.com

f‘\\F'REI:ISIDN .
LUMBI @V Lifestyle Plus
Drain unblocking Hedges - Lawns
Sewer / Stormwater Call Chris on 027 245 6264
. Email: info@lifestyleplusltd.nz
s'“ts / Sdh_owers www.lifestyleplusltd.nz
aunaries

Local contractor - Been in
business 20 years

0800 437618

NORTH SHORE

=
5'
g

The Devonport
Historical and
Museum Society

AGM will take place on
Sunday 10th May at 3pm

David Aitken will be speaking
about the reclamation of
Stanley Bay Park and the history
of the Ngataringa Tennis Club.

We are looking for new volunteers.

Afternoon tea will be served. All welcome!

% Need a job done? Contact Matt today!
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School News

Takapuna Grammar School

10 APRIL 2026

Haka Challenge a huge success

The annual TGS Haka Challenge keeps getting
stronger and this year’s was a powerful display as
all five houses - Kaha, Ihi, Mana, Maia, and Wehi -
took the stage with fierce haka and beautifully
delivered waiata.

A massive congratulations to Kaha, this year’s Haka
Challenge champions, and to Maia, who claimed
a well-deserved second place. Wehi, Ihi and Mana
were awarded third equal. The improvement across
the entire school was remarkable - every house
lifted their performance, showing just how much
our annual haka continues to grow stronger year
after year.

Respected broadcaster Scotty Morrison, former
Board Chair Andrew Baker and principal Mary Nixon
judged the event. Scotty commended students for
the significant step up in performance, noting that
the standard in 2026 was “another level again.”

He stressed the need for “head to follow hands”when
performing and treated students to a well-received
demonstration.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to such an
incredible atmosphere.

Winner of
the coveted
House Cup - Kaha

Volleyball win tops off Summer Tournament success

] o T e |

.

) 'i&._-,‘
TGS adds splash of

Year 13 surfer
. - Sam Frazerhurst

—

Hundreds of TGS students competed
in National Summer Tournament
Week, achieving some outstanding
results across a range of sports.

Leading the way, our Premier Boys
Volleyball team made history by
winning the national title - a first for
our school in this sport. The Premier
Girls Volleyball team also performed
strongly, finishing an impressive 9th
overall.

Our Premier Surfing team delivered
an exceptional performance at the
National Surfing Festival held at
Muriwai - Maori Bay, placing 2nd
overall in the highly competitive
Championship Division.

Takapuna
Grammar
School

TGS also enjoyed great success at the
recent regional athletics competition
with our students earning multiple
medals across events.

Year 10 student Owen Hawk
achieved outstanding results at the
Kayaking Nationals, winning gold in
both the 14 & Under Men’s K1 Long
Course and the Men’s Kl 250m A
Final.

These achievements reflect the
dedication and talent of our
student athletes and coaches.
Congratulations to everyone
involved on a fantastic summer of
sport.

Follow us now on instagram G

yellow at Colour Dash

Peer
Service team proudly volunteered at
the recent Colour Dash, held at the
Ngataringa Sports Fields.

Takapuna Grammar School’s

Students from Years 12 and 13 took
charge of the vyellow colour station,
bringing high energy and loud cheers
as they helped runners through a cloud
of colour.

The Colour Dash supports The Liz
Soper Foundation of Care, a charity
that provides financial assistance to
New Zealanders living with disabilities
so they can take part in recreational
activities.

School

_ Takapuna
) Grammar

takapunagrammarschool <
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April is shaping up to be a vikrant menth
at DEPOT, with exhibkitions and hands-on
creative experiences activating every
corner of our spaces.

Looking just ahead, tickets are selling fast
for a special early May performance.

To help celebrate NZ Music Month we
have partnered with the New Zealand
String Quartet, Chateaubriant and Toi Toi
wines to create a divine evening of art,
music and cuisine.

Qur Ceramics Studio is ready for the
school holidays and with Mother’s Day
coming up itis a great time to make or
find something special at cur Shop.

DEPOT | 3 Victoria Road

Inside the Garden & Beyond (Afier Pat
Hanly) by Verity Kindleysides ocpened to a
vibrant crowd and the exhibition runs until
26 April.

Verity and Katie Thornton's classes start
next month at Whare Toi as part of our
Term Workshops series. Limited places
available so book in today and get
creative!

DEPOT Artspace

QOur Gallery is bursting with colour {and
egg traysl).

Common Maiter by Amanda Mackenzie
reimagines everyday egg frays as
sculptural forms—playful, colourful, and
shaped by community contributions. If
you're feeling like a pick me up, we think a
visit will brighten your day for sure.

In the lounge, Inkpressions by Ana Ferrari
explores texture, colour, and organic form
through experimental relief printing.

Nga mihi nui,

Amy Saunders

Director | Kaiwhakahaere, DEPOT
amy.saundersi@depot.org.nz

“Jacxie | Harcourts #1 Devenport Office

(fitty

Team Jackie, Jane and Chelsea
021458 797
www.teamjackieandjane.co.nz

An “eggs-cellent” response from locals has
helped artist Amanda Mackenzie (pictured
above) with the building blocks of an in-
triguing installation at the Depot gallery
in Clarence St. Sculptures fashioned from
around 3500 egg trays rise from the floor.

“Most of those are from the local commu-
nity,” she says.

Several hundred yellow and green egg
trays from China intersperse the works.
Mackenzie says she and her mother brought
them home in trusty giant checked plastic
bags as excess baggage. “Customs were so
lovely,” she says.

So too Devonport businesses Stone Oven,
Baked and Torpedo Bay Cafe, who kept their
empty egg trays for her, and the residents
who responded to a Depot request for more.

Mackenzie and her husband are spending

‘9

Artist scrambles to use egg trays

two years teaching art and design (her) and
drama (him) in Zhuhai in southern China.

Having earlier secured an exhibition at
the Depot, the egg trays were her creative
solution to conceptualising a show that she
could assemble in her one week back in
Auckland for its opening last week. This was
assisted by Creative New Zealand’s Early
Career Fund.

She says the show is influenced by her in-
terest in architectural forms and repurposing
utilitarian objects. Arched shapes and pillars
are cut through with colours, where the egg
trays form stripes. Others curve from walls,
akin to air vents.

On the walls are crate-like boxed works,
featuring pulp derived from trays she de-
constructed.

In previous works, the masters graduate

Support your

paper for the
price of a cup

T——

of coffee.

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.
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with a Fine Arts degree from Whitecliffe in
2023 made her own paper, breaking down
fibres including from fabric and old school
work books. She first began collecting egg
cartons to use for pulp, accidentally knocked
over a pile and began playing with them.
“They were so beautiful.”

But it wasn’t until later that she chose to
celebrate their original form. “Egg trays were
everywhere,” she says of being in China. And
being in the country credited with inventing
paper also fuelled her interest in using them
again.

In between times, she showed a standout
spiral of wire coathangers at Sculpture on
Shore at Fort Takapuna in November last year.
To help transport the work without the hangers
getting tangled she again turned to egg cartons
as gentle separators for packaging. “So I’ve
spent a lot of time with them,” she says.

This evolved into both the sculptures and
the idea of using the pulp from egg cartons
as a substrate for the delicate mesh screens of
the wall boxes in her Depot show, Common
Matter.

The Chinese cartons lent colour to the pan-
els and she says a sense of tension between
fragility and function. She finds something
cheerful in their colour and form and believes
everyday objects are worth spending time
with, to reinterpret and celebrate.

“You couldn’t get a harder worker than the
egg carton,” she says.

» Common Matter is on until 9 May at the
Depot Artspace, 28 Clarence St.

DCO back with
Bach and Grieg

The Devonport Chamber Orchestra will give
its first concert of the year on Sunday 12 April
at Holy Trinity Church.

Violin soloist Harris Leung will feature,
in a programme including J.S. Bach’s Violin
Concerto in D minor and Grieg’s Holberg
Suite. Conductor Esther Wu will lead the
orchestra.

The DCO will return for later concerts
under its new music director, John Meitus,
who is also the Auckland Philharmonia’s
associate principal bass.

Hong Kong-born Meitus, who began
playing double bass at age four, completed
tertiary studies in the United States and has
had an extensive solo career, playing with
orchestras, including the Cleveland Philhar-
monic, Houston Symphony and Warner Bros.
Studio Orchestra.

He is a mentor of younger musicians and
co-founder of a charity, The String Bank,
dedicated to providing quality strings to
schools and music students across the world.
* Sunday’s concert is at 2pm at Holy Trinity,
20 Church St. Admission at the door (no
Eftpos). Adults $20, Seniors and Students
$15, children under 12 free.

CHILDREN

T S'I 0
TICKETS

Weekdays
before 5pm

KID'S COMBO

- 490 -
TICKETS

Ticket + Drink
& Popcorn

s,

ACT NATURAL

)

www.takapunamovies.co.nz

Takapuna
Beachside

Facebook and Instagram
@takapunabeachsidecinema

09 666 0714

THE VIC
DEVONPORT

CINEMAS

SHOWING NOW

Mr. Nobody Against Putin (E) 90min

You, Me & Tuscany (PG) 105min

The Drama (R16) 106min 8 S
Ready or Not 2: Here | Come (R16) 108min

Hoppers (2D & 3D) (PG) 104min

| Swear (RP13) 120min

The Magic Faraway Tree (G) 110min §

They Will Kill You (R16) 95min

The Super Mario Galaxy Movie (2D & 3D) (PG) 120min

No Tears on the Field (E) 94min
Project Hail Mary (M) 156min
Sirat (M) 115min
Tenor: My Name is Pati (PG) 104min

SPECIAL EVENTS & NEW RELEASES
Hunt For The Wilderpeople (PG) 100min

For more info on films & events go to thevic.co.nz

Thanks YAZA! The Devonport 3

to our partners
www.thevic.co.nz | (09) 446 0100 | 48 Victoria Road

and supporters
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BAYLEYS

Stanley Point 11 stanley Point Road

Gracious estate with harbour views Skey 484 4 i 3[@l

With magnificent Auckland harbour views and a right of way enjoying direct beach access, this For Sale
extraordinary Arts and Crafts residence has been masterfully restored, refurbished and expanded View Sat 1-1.30pm or by appointment
over time. The 1424sgm estate savours a prime position on peaceful and prestigious Stanley Point Linda Simmons 027 459 0957

and is enveloped within mature grounds and private gardens landscaped to reflect the elegance of R X

the landmark home. A direct north south aspect also ensures there is al fresco space to enjoy during linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz
all seasons.'Anderleigh’ was built in the early 1920s by prominent architect Gerald Jones for Alex R ENoED T O yang
Harvey atitan of New Zealand industry. Many original features have been retained and enhanced

with contemporary luxuries, and a floorplan conducive to modern living and entertaining.

bayleys.co.nz/1470710

bayleys.co.nz




