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Barfoot & Thompson Limited

Licensed REAA 2008

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor

for the North Shore Cricket Club

4 2 3 2

Toni Gregory
021 044 3663
Alexandra Corbin
021 643 673

TENDER
2pm 7 May '25 (39 Victoria
Rd, Devonport Office)
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 1.00 - 1.30 PM

barfoot.co.nz/910627

Proudly perched above
the waters of this
Bayswater cul de sac, this
family home offers more
than its fair share of
spectacular views.

OPEN HOME

BAYSWATER
16  LANSDOWNE
STREET

2 1 1 2

Lance Richardson
021 796 660

FOR SALE
$1,175,000

VIEWING
Saturday only
12:00-12:45pm

barfoot.co.nz/909093

This might be your last
chance to grab this great
little bargain! At a red hot
price of only $1,175,000
and a CV of $1,400,000 it
won't last! Be Quick!

NEW PRICE

DEVONPORT
2/16 HASTINGS PARADE

3 2 3 2

Ron Sadler BCom, AREINZ
021 613 546

AUCTION
10:00am 15 May 2025 at
8-12 The Promenade
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Phone For Viewing Times

barfoot.co.nz/910854

- Dual Westlake Zone
- Stylish & Secluded
- Total Floor 209m²
- Excellent Living
- Private Courtyard
- Motivated Vendors

NEW LISTING

MILFORD
139A NILE ROAD

1 1 1 1

Cathy Fiebig
021 383 149

TENDER
2:00pm 23 Apr 2025 at 39
Victoria Road
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 11.00-11.30am

barfoot.co.nz/910563

Beautifully presented unit
on the ground floor for
easy access to the beach,
shops, public transport
and parks with a garage
and storage unit.

TENDER

DEVONPORT
8/77 OLD LAKE ROAD
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor
for the North Shore Cricket Club

Barfoot & Thompson Limited

Licensed REAA 2008

5 2 2 1 1

Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452
Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681

FOR SALE
$1,750,000

VIEWING
Sunday 1.00-1.30pm

barfoot.co.nz/909267

Located in a peaceful cul-
de-sac, this spacious
family home is just a short
walk to Narrow Neck
Beach, parks and schools.
Call today to view.

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
26A NICCOL AVENUE

3 1 1 1 1

Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452
Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sunday 12:00-12:30pm

barfoot.co.nz/906425

If you’re seeking the
perfect first home or
downsizing in this
beautiful area, look no
further. 1/19 Montgomery
Ave is calling your name! 

FOR SALE

BELMONT
1/19 MONTGOMERY
AVENUE

2 1 1 1 1

Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452
Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sunday 2.00-2.30pm

barfoot.co.nz/908933

OUR VENDOR WISHES
TO SEE ALL OFFERS, so
please come and view this
spacious top floor unit
with views today.

FOR SALE

BAYSWATER
2/59 NORWOOD ROAD

1 1 1

Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452
Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 11:00-11:30am

barfoot.co.nz/910361

Such an incredible
beachside location at this
price. Come and view
today this light filled unit
with balcony and open
views.

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
3/77 OLD LAKE ROAD
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Learning from his boss helped draw Peter Thorne to the Shore. Now he gets to put his own 
stamp on Belmont Primary School. He talks to Helen Vause.   

Long-time Belmont staffer steps up as principal  

When he first surveyed the green spaces 
at Belmont Primary School with principal 
Bruce Cunningham, young teacher Peter 
Thorne thought to himself that the playing 
fields were a lot bigger back home in Feild-
ing. That was 18 years ago. 

This week Thorne’s thoughts are on step-
ping into the very big shoes of the retired 
Cunningham and carrying on in his wake.

As the parties and the many farewells for 
Cunningham are left behind, Thorne, has 
been moving himself into the boss’s office, 
getting ready to take over as principal when 
school resumes for the new term. 

He is pleased that many of the staff he’s 
known and worked with for a long time will 
be there to back him. 

It’s his 19th year at this school. Looking 
back now at the day a young teacher up from 
the Manawatu for a job interview stood look-
ing at the playing field with Cunningham, he 
knows he got lucky. 

Thorne had graduated from Massey Uni-
versity in Palmerston North, where he met 
his wife, Jennette. 

He’d been teaching for a couple of years 
in the region but Jennette, with a degree in 
business, thought the better job prospects 
would be in a bigger place, like Auckland. So 
with interest in Thorne from two North Shore 
schools, the couple headed north.

“I didn’t know Auckland at all,” says 
Thorne. “And once I got over to Belmont I 
really didn’t know anything about this pen-
insula area or what it offered. The beaches 
appealed, of course.” 

He chuckles at the memories of feeling 
overwhelmed by the traffic and scale. 

Unsurprisingly, it was the popular Cun-
ningham who made the impression that made 

Thorne really want the Belmont Primary job.
He knew of the school’s strong reputation 

and there was obviously a nice vibe about 
the place. 

But he also knew that he wanted to work 
alongside a seasoned leader of Cunning-
ham’s stature, in an environment where the 

principal’s skills were part of a demonstrably 
successful formula.

“I wasn’t alone in thinking I would be 
getting a great opportunity to work with 
Bruce, to learn from him. I learned that 
everyone in the country seemed to know 
him and respect him and to know what sort 

Closely watched... New Belmont Primary School principal Peter Thorne with 
a pou outside the school hall representing the earth mother, Papatuanuku. 
It is one of the two recently installed pou carved for the school by master 
carver Natanahira Pona

Interview

POPPY MAKING 10AM - 5PM |POPPY MAKING 10AM - 5PM |12.30PM NAVY PIPES AND DRUMS 12.30PM NAVY PIPES AND DRUMS 

ANZAC  DAYY
COMMEMORATING

Friday April 25  | Navy Museum 
64 King Edward Parade, Devonport 



April 25, 2025 The Devonport Flagstaff  Page 19 
of school he had here.

The Thornes moved north and made their 
home on the peninsula. They had two daugh-
ters, Miriam (13) and Cassandra (10), who 
have been through BPS and are continuing 
on the path of thousands before them through 
Belmont Intermediate and on to Takapuna 
Grammar School. 

When Cunningham revealed plans to step 
down, Thorne found himself applying with 
at least a dozen other contenders for the 
principal’s job. 

There had been other opportunities to 
move schools and progress in his career, but 
this was the job he really wanted. It was a 
nervous wait until he heard late last year he 
was to be the new principal. 

Although Thorne thought he had moved 
to the big smoke, with a bit more anonymity 
than a small farming town might offer, it was 
the nature of the peninsula and its tight-knit 
community, with almost a small-town-in-a-
city feel, that struck him. 

He came to really value the benefits that 
came with all of that. 

“Although you could say we are cut off 
over here, that has its own great benefits. 
The schools draw from the same or adjacent 
communities. As the kids grow through it, it’s 
highly likely they will have been to kindy 
or early childhood with others they’ll meet 
again  when they get to school. 

“As they move through, right to high 
school, they are re-meeting, reconnecting. 
This gives an incredible sense of safety and 
of belonging. 

“And it’s the same patterns for the families 
here. It means they can build strong and 
long-lasting connections and friendships. For 
the schools it means there is a high level of 
commitment from parents. They value what 
we have got here and they support it. 

“Similarly, outside the school gates there 
are so many great sports clubs where, once 
again, the kids and their families overlap. 

“It makes for a very active, stable commu-

nity and of course it’s great for teachers to 
work within the sort of environment we have 
here. Not just at this school but all around the 
neighbourhoods.

“Bruce placed a lot of emphasis on re-
lationships and the importance of building 
them. He was very, very good at that and I 
hope I can measure up on that. He was also 

very good at helping others to develop and 
build their own careers. 

“That’s why we have such a very low turn-
over of staff here. People like working here.”

Thorne brought with him to the school a 
strength in sports and he’s taken his skills 
into local clubs and coaching.  

“When I first moved to the North Shore 
I joined the rugby club as a way to meet 
people, get involved in the community and 
stay active.”

He played for eight years for the North 
Shore Rugby Club. 

When his youngest daughter started rugby 
he was coach of her team for three years 
before she switched to football. He coached 

daughter Miriam and her rippa team last year 
and now she is at Takapuna Grammar, he’s 
coaching her team there too. 

Until recently he coordinated the Devon-
port touch rugby competition on Monday 
nights.

 “I love seeing the growth in children over 
time,” he says.

 “It’s pretty special watching them arrive 
as excited five-year-olds and then, six years 
later, seeing them step into leadership roles 
and be role models for others.

“In this job I wake up happy to be going 
to work every day.” 

That said, Thorne acknowledges the 
stresses there are in teaching on top of the 
full-on demands of parenting young children. 

The outside pressures, he says, can be 
challenging. 

He’s seen governments come and go and 
many education ministers with them. As 
they’ve rolled out policy about-turns and 
called for new approaches, teachers like 
Thorne, have learned to roll with the changes 
to remain effective in their roles. 

Thorne leapt at the chance to try new 
things when he set up a boys-only class and 
selected students who would thrive from a 
change of approach. 

It was a successful initiative from 2014 to 
2016 but was discontinued when numbers 
and needs within the school changed for kids 
in that cohort. 

At the same time he’d been running eve-
nings for fathers and sons,  after researching 
boys’ engagement in literacy as part of his 
own professional development.  

That experience and venture into looking 
at how to better support some boys in their 
learning will stick with him, says Thorne.

But he says his biggest short-term chal-
lenge will be establishing his own leadership 
identity. 

“Bruce has been incredibly well-loved in 
our community for the past 20 years – but 
I’m not Bruce, I’m me.”

“I love seeing the 
growth in children over 
time... It’s pretty special 
watching them arrive 

as excited five-year-olds 
and then, six years later, 

seeing them step into 
leadership roles and be 
role models for others.”

Interview

THE BENEFITS OF ECO uPVC

Warmer: Thermal insulation levels 
that far exceed even thermally  
broken aluminium.

Quieter: Combined with double-
glazing, our uPVC windows offer 
excellent soundproofing.

Secure: Our uPVC windows and 
doors employ a multi-point locking 
mechanism for a safe, secure home.

Durable: Built to withstand 40 
years in NZ conditions, with minimal 
maintenance.

Reduces or eliminates condensation.

Thinking Windows? Think uPVC.

DOUBLE 
GLAZED

GERMAN 
QUALITY

THERMALLY 
EFFICIENT

ECO Auckland 
(formerly ECO Doors & Windows)

Contact us now for a free initial measure

For a free, no obligation quote, phone us on 
09 973 0610 or call Stacy 028 401 3744
sales@ecoauckland.nz | www.ecowindows.nz

uPVC

DOUBLE 
GLAZED
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Top four…Claire Fitzpatrick, Nicki Clement, Brent Foster and Alex Dunkley. Below: Foster (left) trailed Dunkley, who 
showed good speed on the beach as well as in the water.

Familiar swimming foes take top two places       in annual Round North Head Classic contest
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Alex Dunkley beat his old rival Brent 
Foster to win the annual Round North 
Head Classic 2.9 km race from Windsor 
Reserve to Cheltenham Beach. 

Dunkley clocked 29:10 for the swim, 
ahead of Foster in  29:55.

First female swimmer was Nicki Clement 
who was also third overall in a time of   
34:54. Next female was Claire Fitzpatrick 
in 35:03. 

First junior female was Maia Doran 
(39:40) and first junior male Simon Tagg 
(35:43).

First Freedom (no swimsuit) swimmer 
was Dave Liversidge (35.10), and the 
first female Freedom swimmer Sanne 
Jacobsen (40:08).

The race was held on 12 April, with 213 
entrants completing the course. 

Top Juniors… Maia Doran (left), first junior female home, and Simon Tagg, 
first junior male 

Helping hands… Jenny Stark (left) and Karen Hunt finish the eventFully clothed… top no-togs swimmer 
Dave Liversidge had the honour 
of donning the freedom swimmers 
dressing gown

Familiar swimming foes take top two places       in annual Round North Head Classic contest
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Auckland cricket award winners… Emily Handyside and Johan Kirstein

North Shore Cricket Club senior prize winners 
Two North Shore Cricket Club members won 
awards at the  Auckland Cricketer of the Year 
dinner earlier this month.

Shore premier women’s coach Johan 
Kirstein won the award for an outstanding 
contribution to women and girls while Emily 
Handyside won the Katie Perkins Cup for 
Players’ Player of the Year.

North Shore senior prizewinners for the 
2024-2025 season were:

Youth Female Bowling: Audrey Mel-
huish; Youth Female Batting: Raiha Jeo-
ry-Reynolds; J Finny Cup: Ben Dunlop; 
Emerging Players Batting: Tobey Parker; 
Emerging Players Bowling: Leo Hobson; 
3rd XI Batting: Ashley Abraham; 3rd XI 
Bowling: Lewis Goodwin; Jacobs Goodwin 
Clinch Grade Cricket Battler Award: Ashley 
Abraham; Reserves Batting: Christian Scott; 
Reserves Bowling: Angus Nicoll; Grace 
Gooder – Most Wickets (Woman): Isabella 
Watson; Hilda Thompson – Highest Score 
(Woman): Meddy Hyde; Clare Nicholson – 
Most Runs (Woman): Jessie Canty and Emily 
Handyside; Bev Brentall – Best All-rounder 
(Female): Jess Smith; Knox Cup – Premier 
Runs (Male): Daniel O’Driscoll; Vercoe – 
Most Premier Wickets (Male): Rory Bessell; 
Mr Pickwick –Premier Fielder (Male): Riley 
Mudford; Dacre – Most Promising Senior 
(Male): Max Clarke;  Winterbottom – Most 
Improved Senior (Male): Krissie Mistry; D 
R Bennett – Senior All-rounder (Male): Riley 
Mudford; Eileen Henderson – Most Wickets 
Premier and Reserve Men: Rory Bessell; 
Don Coleman – First Ton of the Season: 
Rustin Langford; Harry Pitts – Highest Score 
(Male): Kerry McMillan; Cam Maingay – 

They Turned the Match: Freddy Birch; Ian 
Munro – Volunteer of the Year: Sam Hinds; 
Verdun Scott – Sportspersonship: Raiha 

Jeory-Reynolds; Major Jacka – Loyalty to 
Club and Team: Chris Reid; B P Somerville 
– Cricketer Of The Year: Krissie Mistry.

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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Belmont Park Racquets junior tennis results 

ALBANY HEAT PUMPS

Junior Boys champions and runners-up (R/U)
Under-10 Singles: Oliver Whitely; R/U Leo 
Bodle. Under-10 Doubles: Tommy Sosa and 
Leo Bodle; R/U Oliver Whitely and Javier Tan. 
Under-12 Singles: Victor Koelsch; R/U Eddy Su. 
Under-12 Doubles: Eric Guo and Victor Koelsch; 
R/U Henry Collier and George McDonald. 
Under-15 Singles: Marcus Cutfield; R/U Robbie 
Brant. Under-15 Doubles: Archie Somerville-
Ryan and Robbie Brant; R/U Arlo Marmont and 
Kobi Marmont. Under-18 Singles: Ryan Sinclair; 
R/U Connor Clifton. Under-18 Doubles: Ethan 
Clifton and Daniel Gonzales; R/U Ryan Sinclair 
and Connor Clifton.
Junior Girls champions and runners-up (R/U)
Under-10 Singles: Tahlia Bates; (R/U) Rosie 
Proffit. Under-10 Doubles: Tahlia Bates and 
Paige Collins; (R/U) Rosie Proffit and Poppy 
Wigram. Under-12 Singles: Vida McNatty; 
(R/U) Andrea Newsome. Under-12 Doubles: Isa 
Cutfield and Ava Morreau; (R/U) Vida McNatty 
and Andrea Newsome. Under-15 Singles: Agnes 
Su; (R/U) Nicole Rossi. Under-15 Doubles: 
Agnes Su and Mikaela Topolsky; (R/U) Claire 
Guo and Nicole Rossi. Under-18 Singles: 
Charlotte Crotty; (R/U) Sophie Green.

Champs… (clockwise from above, left to right) U-10 Girls Doubles 
finalists: Paige Collins, Tahlia Bates (winners) and Poppy Wigram, 
Rosie Proffit. U-18 Girls finalists. Charlotte Crotty (winner)  and 
Sophie Green. U-12 Girls Singles finalists. Andrea Newsome and 
Vida McNatty (winner) U-15 Boys Finalists. Robbie Brant and 
Marcus Cutfield (winner)  
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

D E V O N P O R T E L E C T R I C A L . C O . N Z

Professional and affordable electrical
repairs and installations

 

 

09 445 3447

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Locally Owned
• North Shore & Auckland wide
• Residential & Commercial
• Interior & Exterior
• Roofs
• Painting & Plastering

Ph: Luke Piper  
021 410 766

24/7 SERVICES 
LOCAL TO DEVONPORT

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Classifieds

Trades & Services

Landscaping Devonport
Garden design and construction
Whether you are planning a garden  

refresh or a full renovation, we can help 
with all the planning, construction and 

planting. Including decks, retaining, 
pergolas, paving and fencing. 

Everything outdoors!
Call Steve on 021 345 694 

www.naturalgardens.co.nz

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Matt 
0800 277 566

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

• Electronic 

and mechanical 

lock installations

• New keys for 

existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Lock Hardware

RECYCLING GARDEN  
& GENERAL WASTE

TRAILER HIRE

If you care about  
the environment  
SAY NO to single-use
      flexible skips and
      YES to our reuseable
      metal skips!

OPEN 7 DAYS

We 

hand sort  

every skip...  

To recycle  

more!

ACCOMMODATION

1 Bedroom well presented minor dwelling. Suit 
a couple. 5 min walk from Narrow Neck beach. 
$90.00 a night. minimum of 2 nights. Contact 
021 0228 9409.

SERVICES OFFERED

For Glass Cleaning - Residential or Commerical, 
and House Washing. Call 027 490 1917
Painting and decorating - reasonable rates.  
Ph Bernard 445 8816 or 021 0255 5456

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

All chimney work and flashings

for all door and window repairs
All leak repairs
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HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com

1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Family owned and operated since 1999

Full Servicing • Repairs
W.O.F • Wheels/Tyres

Contact: michael@geosurvey.co.nz
027 239 0266
www.geosurvey.co.nz

Locally owned and operated Survey firm
•Boundary marking
•Subdivisions
•Topographical Surveys
• Cross-lease  

updates/conversions
•Limited Title
•Drone flights
•Laser scans
• Siting/asbuilt 

certificates for Council

     021 056 2781        info@zebuild.co.nz
www.zebuild.co.nz

• Architectural Builds 
• Renovations/Extensions
• Decks/Hard Landscaping 
• Commercial
• Villa Restoration

YOUR VISION.
OUR PASSION.

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS
Email: info @jnb.co.nz
Phone: 027 492 7373

jnb.co.nz

Trades & Services

Painters
Midas Touch 

Painting Contractors

Specialists in  
commercial and  

residential painting

For all your decorating needs 
call the wizards

Paul Charleton
021 143 9138

Lake Road
Barbers
Hello folks, we here at Lake 
Road Barbers are happy to 
welcome Amir to our team. 
Formerly from SnA Barbers  
in Belmont.

To see if your favourite barber 
is working call 09 486 2260.

NO BOOKING NECESSARY. 
WALK-INS WELCOME.

OPEN 7 DAYS
450 Lake Rd, Takapuna

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz
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Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
• Three Devonport war veterans – Harry 
Bioletti, Dennis Smeaton Manson and Jim 
Dunning – are selected to take part in the 
90th anniversary commemoration of the 
Anzac landings in Gallipoli.
• Local residents opopose a six-house 
subdivision on low-lying land in Regent St 
on the edge of Ngataringa Bay. 
• “Fullers carpark” is criticised by the 
Devonport Business Association with 
claims travellers to Waiheke Island are 
parking long term on King Edward Pde at 
the expense of shoppers.
• Opening up Devonport Wharf and linking 
it to Victoria Rd are two key elements in 

the winning entry from Sills van Boheman 
Architecture in the Devonport Urban 
Design competition.
• Gin Wigmore is top of the bill at the 
Sounds of Devonport concert to be held 
on Windsor Reserve. 
• Emma Eaglen and her dog Molly both 
receive electric shocks and need to be 
checked out – Molly by a vet and Emma at 
the hospital – after being exposed to a live 
United Networks wire near the Devonport 
Yacht Club.
• The Navy restricts helicopter landings in 
Devonport to between 7am to 10 pm as 
part of a new code of practice. 

• Sam Welsh is the cross-bearer during 
the Procession of Witness pilgrimage up 
Mt Victoria.
• The employment of a full-time security 
officer outside Devonport shops is 
investigated by the Devonport Business 
Association.
• Veteran lawn bowler Mary Guldbrandsen 
leads the New Zealand Maori team to 
an international tournament in Darwin, 
Australia.
• Retiring Belmont Primary School 
principal Terry Jobling is the Flagstaff 
interview subject.  

homeimmaculate.co.nz  |  027 558 4147

Decks, fences, retaining, garden boxes, 
landscaping, exterior cladding, 

small interior & exterior renovations, 
exterior/interior painting & gib stopping, 

metal roof alterations & repairs 
on pressed tile, corrugated iron, 

long run, ashings & gutters. 

 Over 30 years experience - No obligation free quotes

Building & Home 
Improvement Services

YYOOUURR  OONNEE  SSTTOOPP  SSHHOOPP
HHoommee  MMaakkee  OOvveerr  SSppeecciiaalliissttss

HHOOMMEE

RReenneeww  &&  PPrrootteecctt

IIMMMMAACCUULLAATTEE
SSEERRVVIICCEESS
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Save The Date: TGS PTA Golf Day!
Thursday 22 May | Tee Off 2.30pm | WGC

25 APRIL 2025

School News

TGS Golf on the Rise

Tee Off for a Great Cause – TGS PTA Golf Day!

Golf at Takapuna Grammar School 
is thriving, with over 50 enthusiastic 
students from all year levels now 
registered to play — a testament 
to the sport’s growing popularity 
among students and the teachers 
promoting the programme.

Recently, four talented TGS golfers—
Luka Simperingham, William Mutch, 
Oscar Beech, and Luke Tibbots 
(pictured right) — took part in the 
prestigious Auckland Strokeplay 
Championship. This event featured the 
top 80 school golfers from across the 
region. After two competitive rounds, 
William Mutch emerged as the top TGS 
performer, finishing an impressive 20th 
overall.

In partnership with Waitemata Golf 
Club, we’re excited to launch the 
inaugural TGS Golf Open this May. This 
brand-new event offers students of all 
skill levels the chance to enjoy a full day 
of golf, and we hope it becomes an 
annual tradition in the school calendar.

Thanks to the continued support from 
parents, coaches, and the wider TGS 
golf community, we've built a year-
round programme that gives students 
regular opportunities to compete and 
improve. “I’ve just started playing golf 
for TGS, and the support is amazing. 
Everyone is super-helpful, and I feel 
like my game has improved massively” 
says Year 10 student Quinn McAlpine. 
We look forward to expanding this 

programme and seeing what our next 
generation of golfers can achieve.

Gather your friends, family, or 
colleagues and join us for a fantastic 
afternoon of golf and good times at 
the TGS PTA Golf Day, on  Thursday 
22 May from 1.00pm at the Waitematā 
Golf Course.

Takapuna Grammar PTA is hosting a 
9-Hole, 4-Ball Ambrose competition — 
perfect for players of all levels. Whether 
you're a seasoned golfer or just in it for 
the laughs, this is your chance to enjoy 
a great day out while supporting a 

great cause.

After the round, unwind with fellow 
players over a  light dinner buffet, 
where we’ll celebrate the day's winners. 
Plus, don’t miss the raffle and auction, 
packed with awesome items to bid on 
— all proceeds going to support TGS 
school initiatives — to purchase tickets 
please visit the school Kindo. Don’t 
miss this chance to enjoy a brilliant day 
on the green and connect with the TGS 
community.

The Peer Service Team at Takapuna 
Grammar School has been hard at 
work rallying support for the Coats for 
Kids drive, an initiative led by the Bald 
Angels Charitable Trust. Their efforts 
in organising and promoting the 
event paid off, with students and staff 
stepping up to donate an incredible 
amount of warm clothing for Kiwi kids 
in need. On 7 April, representatives 
from the Bald Angels visited TGS to 
collect the donations. These items 
are now on their way to schools and 
social service organisations in the Far 
North, where they’ll bring warmth 

and comfort to children this winter. A 
heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
contributed — your kindness will make 
a real difference in the lives of many 
young New Zealanders.       – Iris Cairns

Takapuna Grammar's production of 
Shortland Street: The Musical - Teen 
Issue is just around the corner! Final 
rehearsals of the 90s-inspired 
show are now under way. Our mini 
showcase visits to local primary and 
intermediate schools late in term 
one were a big success, and  our 
fantastic show band, directed by Mrs 
Lauren MacMillan, have recorded the 
backing tracks for each of the original 
music tracks at Devonport's Depot 
Studios. It's been a huge month, but 
everyone is now primed to deliver 
strong performances  when the 
show hits the stage 4-9 May.
Tickets are selling fast, so if you want 
to experience TGS's take on this 
iconic piece of New Zealand culture, 
make sure you  buy your tickets at 
iTicket now. 

TGS Community  
Wraps Up Support for  
Coats for Kids

Get in Quick to See 
Shortland Street:  

The Musical - Teen Issue 
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I was pleased to read about your pleasant  time with your grandson 
(Flagstaff Notes, 14 March). 

We have lived in Devonport for five years on Victoria Rd. During 
this time we have had two new grandchildren, now aged 4 and 3. 
We have enjoyed taking walks with them up the middle track on 
Mt Victoria, firstly in their push chair and then walking with us, 
hand in hand – the gentle slope easy for the elderly and the young, 
with well-placed seats for rest. 

Last weekend, we visited again and were horrified to see serried 
ranks of steps as far as the eye could see. No more easy walking 
for us or the children. 

Why was this pleasant path destroyed for the young and old? 
Ann Davies

Pleasant path destroyed
Although I live in Brisbane, I grew up in Winscome St, Belmont.

Takapuna Grammar School seems to believe its swimming pool 
is 50 years old. In fact it is 61. 

I watched it being built from my parents’ house and I was a pupil 
when it was opened.

How do I know the date? The opening carnival was held the day 
Sonny Liston fought Cassius Clay: 25 February, 1964.

Alot of us listened to the fight on hidden radios instead of watch-
ing the swimming.

When TGS publicises the reopening in your papers please ensure 
it says 61 years old, not 50. 

I read both your papers on-line every Friday. They are great.
Murray Roberts

Dealing with family members with demen-
tia is demanding, as Devonport woman Rixt 
Brownlow knows only too well. That’s why 
the part-time co-ordinator at the Devonport 
Community House wants to spread the 
word about talks the house is hosting with 
Auckland Dementia to help carers in the 
community.

It’s the sort of support Brownlow (pic-
tured) would have welcomed when her 
father, Menno Riegstra, who died late last 
year, had worsening dementia. “It was 
hugely stressful,” she says. “I just found 
the whole thing really challenging. I really 
felt I was flying by the seat of my pants.”

Family and friends of those with the de-
generative condition not only have to deal 
with their loved one but also have to process 
their own reactions, which can include guilt 
and burn-out.  

The idea for the workshops came from 
Devonport Senior Forum chair Lynn 
Dawson, who saw a need for help on the 
peninsula – with its ageing demographic – 
through her contact with community groups 
and churches.

It is hoped the two sessions scheduled for 
May and June might lead to the forming of 
a support group. 

Brownlow says her experience of dealing 
with dementia came when her father’s con-
dition “steeply declined” around five years 
ago. His wife had died several years earlier 
and while the Dutch-born former senior 
manager of electrical firm Philips had been 
coping at home with a daily carer and Meals 
on Wheels, she believes Covid isolation 
exacerbated his vascular dementia, leaving 
him increasingly agitated. She struggled to 
have him assessed for higher-level care.  

“There’s no clear process, even when I 
went to the doctor to get my father declared 

unfit to manage his own affairs.”  
During a spell in respite care her father 

wandered off and was picked up by the 
community constable. 

He ended up in the special care unit at 
Rymans’ Williams Sanders village. “By 
that stage you’ve gone through a lot,” says 
Brownlow. 

Support from her son Sean was a boon as 
she learned to pace herself. “It’s like dealing 
with a difficult child situation. You have to 
put yourself in timeout sometimes – phone 
someone, go have a coffee, say: ‘I’m off.’” 

She says she found some closure when 
she was able to organise a farewell celebra-
tion of her father’s life.

The talk topics will include brain health 
and advice on supporting people with de-
mentia in the community.

Tips for self-care as people age is to stay 
active and involved. 

Brownlow says learning an instrument or 
a language – she is trying Portuguese – or 
being involved in community groups is a 
good place to start. 
• The advice sessions are on 5 May and 22 
June and operate on a koha basis to Auck-
land Dementia, with booking advised (for 
numbers) through the Community House. 

Dermatologist, Dr David Lim
www.skintel.co.nz 0800 SKINTEL

In It Together: Precision Skin Cancer Care, 
Every Step of the Way

Big fight marked pool opening

Sessions aim to support carers of people with dementia   
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24 Victoria Road, Devonport
Open 11:30am – late everyday

m 09 445 0193 k info@signalhill.co.nz
www.signalhill.co.nz

Modern bar & eatery.
Iconic setting.

Victoria Road, Devonport

We are happy to pack & post  
your purchases to your home 

15 Victoria Rd
www.bookmark.co.nz   ph 09 445 2960

OPENING HOURS
Mon/Wed/Fri 11am-5pm | Tue 10am-4pm

Shop 1, The Arcade, 13 Victoria Road, Devonport
CONTACT pip@feelclothier.co.nz

Locally made bespoke  
clothing for woman

Natural fabrics
Slow fashion

Clothing alterations service
Locally crafted one-off jewellery

Auckland’s best
destination for 

Quality Secondhand &
Antiquarian Books.

Over 20,000 books from 
17th century to new. 

Knowledgable friendly staff.
Specialising in Military, 
Maritime, Children’s, 
Folio Society, Cooking.

Huge range of  
contemporary and classic 

paperback fiction. 
Biggles, Vintage Children’s 

Annuals and Fiction  
from your childhood!
Open 7 days 9am-6pm 

10 minute ferry ride from 
Downtown Auckland.

Voted  

Auckland’s #1  

Secondhand 

Bookshop 

2024  
BY THE SPINOFF

DEPOT is an exciting creative 
destination in Devonport with 
multiple spaces showcasing 
local artists - including two 
galleries, a retail shop, 
workshops and public events, 
recording studios and 
professional development 
programmes for creatives.

Our 3 Vic Road gallery shop 
supports local artists, offering 
beautiful art and objects - 
including paintings, prints, 
jewellery, ceramics and 
handmade treasures from 
local makers and artists 
throughout Aotearoa.

Visit us today and go home 
with something special!

DEPOT  |  Te Whare Toi
28 Clarence St, Devonport
09 963 2331

depot.org.nz

DEPOT 3 Vic Road:
3 Victoria Rd

Tues-Sun:  10am-4pm
Monday:   Closed

DEPOT Artspace:
28 Clarence St

Tues-Sun:  10am-4pm
Monday:   Closed

Whare Toi:
Kerr St / Mt. Victoria

By appointment
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shop, workshops and public events, record-
ing studios and professional development 
programmes for creatives.
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cluding paintings, prints, jewellery, ceramics 
and handmade treasures from local makers 
and artists throughout Aotearoa.

Visit us today and go 
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Monday: Closed

28 Clarence St 
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Monday: Closed
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Theatre the star of new short doco
A new short film recounting the Victoria 
Theatre’s 113-year history is to be released 
next month.

The Vic: A Love Story features old still 
photos, footage from various documentaries 
and short films on the fight to save and reo-
pen the theatre as well as fresh interviews 
by producer and Vic Theatre Trust chair 
Margot McRae.

The  23-minute film has been profession-
ally edited and sound-mixed with a budget 
of $8000, around half coming from a grant 
from Devonport Rotary.

Included in the footage:
• A 2006 Steve Hart short film which 

included interviews with Sarah Burren, who 
led the fight for council to buy the building, 
and Bruce Palmer, one of the former owners 
when it was a Charley Gray cinema.

• 2010 footage shot by Colin McRae 
of the opening concert and parade up 
Victoria Rd

• Interviews with Burren, Margot McRae 
and long-time trust co-chair Mark Siggle-
kow captured by Irene Chapple in a short 
documentary for her masters in film course.

• The theatre’s 112th-year celebrations.
Cheltenham cinema buff Murray Thomp-

son has also contributed photos of historic 
theatres from around Auckland from his 
collection, and McRae has interviewed 

former owner Karl Rusher and theatre 
director Geoff Allen.

When Rusher was in charge in the late 
1990s, the Vic was the first cinema in New 
Zealand to show a digitised movie. But the 
screenings were “closed down” because 
of the threat they posed to the traditional 
movie industry, McRae said.

Rusher also ran into trouble with the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences in the United States over Oscar, 
the cinema’s cat. A name change followed.

McRae hopes the film will be enjoyed by 
both locals and tourists.

“It’s always fun to do projects like this 
but its hard to patch it all together... at 23 
minutes, it’s compact.”

McRae hopes the film will be screened 
twice a week for locals after the première, 
during Heritage weeks and on a regular 
schedule for tourists during the summer 
season.

The theatre’s history, reopening and 
renovation story offered educational op-
portunities for those interested in heritage 
and Devonport.

Devonport Primary had already booked a 
session to see the film, and U3A in Takapu-
na had made enquiries, McRae said. 

• The Vic: A Love Story premières on 19 
May, followed by public screenings. 

Capturing the Vic on film… Margot McRae in the cinema’s foyer

9

ProudTO SUPPORT
DEPOT ARTSPACE

Tēnā koutou, welcome to May, and with 
it two exciting new exhibitions and some 
creative news to share!

DEPOT Artspace
DEPOT Artspace’s new exhibition ‘The 
Sound of Steel’ features the sculptural 
percussion instruments created by 
designer, musician and steel fabricator 
Gary Hunt. 

This exhibition is presented in partnership 
with Helium Project featuring a suite of 
music composed by Nick Edgar and 
performed with Gary’s hand-crafted 
percussion instruments.

DEPOT 3 Vic Road
DEPOT 3 Vic Road’s new exhibition 
‘Portraits from the Deep’ showcases a 
collection of illustrations and gyotaku 
fish-prints by Kāpiti-based artist Tim Li.

Visitors can also browse the DEPOT Shop | 
Toi Toa collection, including our Maker of 
the Month for May - Virginiejg.

DEPOT Sound
Massive thanks to everyone who came to 
support our two recent live music events; 
DEPOT’s Flood Recovery Fundraiser gig 
featuring Racing and CCTV, and Olivia 
Forbes’ opera performance with Claire 
Caldwell on piano. 

Both events were hugely successful, and 
we’re grateful for everyone who came to 
support on both nights! 

Visit depot.org.nz for more info and stay 
up to date by subscribing to our e-news!

Ngā mihi nui,
Amy Saunders
Director | Kaiwhakahaere, DEPOT
amy.saunders@depot.org.nz
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Ready, get set, paint! Artists prepare for speed test  
Devonport painter Richard Coldicutt ex-
pects to have a lot of fun and provide some  
entertainment for observers when he joins 
other artists battling it out in a speed-paint-
ing event to be held at the Devonport Ferry 
Terminal next week.

Art Battle Devonport – being held as part 
of First Thursdays monthly arts events in the 
village – is part of the world’s largest live 
painting tournament run across more than 
70 countries. 

The Devonport winner will go on to an 
Auckland regional final at Eden Park, with 
the chance to represent New Zealand.

Depot director Amy Saunders says having 
a feeder event here this year on 1 May “is a 
bit of a coup”. She has been encouraging lo-
cal artists to be among the 12 in competition.

Painter and retired academic Coldicutt 
decided to give it a go, although he said it 
would be new territory, with just 20 minutes 
to go brush to brush beside other artists in 
front of an audience which gets to vote as 
heats progress.

Depot gallery-goers are more likely to 
know Coldicutt for his delicate watercolours 
of coastal scenes than for any slapdash stuff. 
He says: “People have a really hard time 
reconciling other work I do.” This includes a 
background of creating public art in various 
mediums in 25 years in Perth, Australia, and 
using art for social commentary.  

“All these things collectively, including 
teaching, are how an artist has to make a 
living,” he says. 

After starting as a graphic designer, he 

turned to painting and also studied and 
researched to PhD level, establishing an 
academic career before returning to settle 
in New Zealand with his family. 

While the idea of making art competitive 
went a bit against the grain he was keen to 
support First Thursdays. The Art Battle was 
also a way of profiling art and making it 
accessible to the general public. 

“I really want to support the local frater-
nity,” he says. 

DJs, giveaways and performances by 
Takapuna Grammar School students will 
also feature on the night.

As to what Coldicutt intends to do when 
he and the other artists gather in a circle 
inside the terminal, with easels and paints 
at the ready to work against the clock, he is 
mulling some figurative and local themes, 
but isn’t set. But he is intrigued to see how 
other artists approach the task. 

“If I was dedicated I would do a test run, 
but I probably won’t. I have no idea what 
it will turn out like for me, but it will just 
grow.” 
• Art Battle Devonport, Thursday 1 May, 
from 6pm, with brushes drawn at 7pm. Free 
to attend, but those wanting to vote should 
register. Works go into a silent auction, with 
all proceeds to the artists. For other First 
Thursday events see linktr.ee/firstthurs-
daydevonport.

Race-ready... Artist Richard Coldicutt’s 
2020 self-portrait, Brush with Myself

www.thevic.co.nz | (09) 446 0100 | 48 Victoria Road

Thanks 
to our partners 
and supporters

SHOWING NOW 
The Accountant 2 (R16)  133min
Small Things Like These (M)   99min
The Correspondent (M)  119min
Drop (R16)  100min
The Penguin Lessons (M)  112min
Warfare (R16)    96min
The Amateur (M) 123min
The Cats of Gokogu Shrine (G)  119min
Death of a Unicorn (R16)  108min
Dog Man (G)    95min
A Minecraft Movie (PG)  100min  
COMING SOON
Thunderbolts 126min NIGHT BEFORE SCREENING  30 Apr
FIRST THURSDAYS: The Price of Everything (E) 99min  1 May
Alien Weaponry: Kua Tupu Te Ara with Q&A (M) 100min  4 May
The Big Bike Film Night 2025 (E) 180min  5 May
Italian Film Festival - Cinema Italiano  7-21 May
For more info on films & events go to thevic.co.nz

Support 
your paper 

for the price 
of a cup  

of coffee.
Go to  

devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  

‘Become a supporter’  

at the top of the page.
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MOTIVATED VENDOR

Devonport 11 Calliope Road

6 3 5 2

Asking Price $4,500,000

Phone for viewing times

Emma Lynskey021 803 873

emma.lynskey@bayleys.co.nz

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Space, grace and harbour views in the village

With our owners relocating overseas, this impressive character-filled villa is priced to sell well below

its CV. Offering expansive harbour views, a prime location, and natural light throughout, this home

provides endless flexibility. Whether you need a home office, creative studio, or space for growing

or intergenerational families, it adapts to your lifestyle. Nestled in the heart of Devonport village, the

inspired consideration of space has created ample room for extended family, long-term guests or

teenagers to live independently. If it's space, grace and position you are looking for then this stylish,

spacious villa delivers.

bayleys.co.nz/1470705

bayleys.co.nz


