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Diane Ponzio is Devonport’s ‘complete unknown’ – the folkie who went from strumming in 
Greenwich Village to an international music career. She tells Helen Vause about the journey. 

Guitar the ticket from Big Apple to the Bunker

Growing up in a Sicilian family in New York, 
Diane Ponzio loved the buzz of music, art 
and drama that washed through her daily 
life, bringing stars into her eyes and hopes 
of somehow becoming part of it all one day. 

There was no silver spoon – her father 
was a Post Office worker and her mother 
waited tables – and turning an extra dollar 
for young Ponzio was likely to mean wait-
ressing too. 

In the early 60s, when the Beatles came 
to town, she was out there screaming with 
the best of them, and her passion for per-
formance was wound up another notch. 
She was 13 years old and she just had to 
have a guitar.

Now in her early 70s and looking back 
from her “little slice of paradise” in Devon-
port, Ponzio well remembers that first guitar 
and where it took her. 

“I didn’t know how my Dad was going 
to be able to get one for me, but we went 
down to a store and there he saw what I’ve 
always called ‘a guitar-looking object’. It 
was about 20 bucks, no doubt pretty awful 
and it was mine. I loved it – the ‘GLO’ as I 
always called it.”

However basic, it was the instrument that 
launched her into singing in the tiny venues  
she found to welcome her and her style in 
New York City as ‘a complete unknown’.

She was already a student at the 
LaGuardia High School of Performing 
Arts, also known as the ‘Fame’ school after 
providing the location for a movie of the 
same name. 

Ponzio had started as a drama student but 
soon found herself moving into music. And, 
somehow, she had enough confidence in 

herself to forgo taking the route of singing 
cover songs, or channelling the folk and 
blues artists who were in their heyday all 
around her. 

She was self-taught on the guitar and 
she only wanted to write her own songs, 
to tell her own stories, and stand or fall on 
however well she could do that. 

“I was sort of nutting it all out for myself. 
I was finding gigs in coffee houses and bars 
all over Manhattan’s Greenwich Village. 
And I was often waitressing for a bit of 
extra money. I’d gone on to university to 

do maths, thinking that would be a qualifi-
cation for making money, particularly if I 
was going to support myself as a musician.” 

Her passion and determination must have 
made a big impression on her friends in the 
city. One day an invitation to a Brooklyn 
apartment led to a surprise celebration for 
her and the revelation that the friends had 
chipped in to buy her a coveted Martin 
guitar, which would have cost thousands of 
dollars. From that day it became her new  
best friend, replacing the faithful old GLO. 

“Getting that beautiful guitar sort of 

Instrumental... Diane Ponzio these days plays more beautiful guitars than the 
‘guitar-looking object’ her father paid about $20 for back in the 1960s 

Uncovering Nuclear Weapons Uncovering Nuclear Weapons 
Free SeminarFree Seminar

Gary - Physicist
Defence Science & Technology  

When: Thurs 3rd April, 7pm
Free admission

Bookings eessential: info@navymuseum.co.nz 

Navy Museum, 64 King Edward Parade, Devonport 
Please note: seminar is aimed at 16+ 

Interview
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sealed my intentions.”
The Martin family had been making 

their highly regarded acoustic guitars in 
Pennsylvania since 1833 and the sound of 
their many models is on the tracks of over 
a hundred years’ worth of the world’s most 
popular music. John Lennon had a Martin 
guitar, so did Elvis Presley. Neil Young and 
Bob Dylan played them.   

So there was the young Ponzio, chasing 
gigs, pouring out her words and creating the 
tunes that went with them and hoping she 
could keep it all together, keep going and 
maybe even get a record deal. 

She’d felt encouraged by someone who 
pointed out to her that although the neigh-
bourhood was thick with hopeful young 
performers like her, she was somewhat 
set apart by sticking always with her own 
original songs. 

But how was she going to make ends 
meet and still chase her dreams?

The answer came from a friend who 
suggested she write to the Martin family, 
tell them about herself and ask to become 
an ambassador for them. “It sounded like 
a great idea so I did that. I sat down and 
wrote what I thought was a really good 
letter. And very soon after I got a call from 
one of the family.  

“I was so surprised to get that call so fast 
and from one of the Martin family. And I 
was very excited to be asked to meet up 
right away and let them see if I’d be the 
right girl for them. For starters I’d thought 
they may want a guy to be promoting their 
guitars.” 

But Ponzio seemed like a good fit, and 
wherever Martin went putting on guitar 
clinics around the USA, Ponzio went too, 
singing and strumming on the beautiful in-
strument, usually to an audience already fo-
cused on quality guitars. That was in 1985. 

By 1988 she was the global ambassador 
for Martin, travelling solo to set up her 

own clinics. She spent decades doing this 
in Europe. 

Sometimes, she says, when the work was 
over she’d be able to set up her own gigs and 
venues in Germany which may never have 
been possible without the might of Martin 

landing her in town to start with. 
In a travelling life that was not that 

glamourous and always flying economy, she 
clocked up millions of miles and made it to 
countless festivals on the folk-music circuit. 

Being the face of a big guitar brand didn’t 
hurt, she grins. 

Martin started producing a range of sig-
nature guitars, bearing the names of legends 
such as Eric Clapton and Joan Baez. 

The thinking was that when fans played 
them, they could feel a little bit closer 
to their heroes. Eventually Martin made 
Ponzio a signature guitar  of her own. About 
a hundred of these Diane Ponzio guitars 
were sold, she says. She always gets a kick 
to hear from someone, somewhere in the 
world who has one.

All the while, she was writing songs with 
poignant, meaningful lyrics, and delivering 
them in her mezzo voice accompanied by 
her accomplished guitar playing. 

She has released 10 full-length albums.  
In Europe she enjoyed running songwriting 
courses, helping others find a way to create 
a song from something they wanted to say, 
or a story they wanted to tell, and to make 
the music that would go with it.  

It’s a skill she says she still loves to share 
– and promptly bursts into a song about a 
house nearby that’s sorely in need of a lick 
of paint and a lot of care. 

These days life is a lot less pressured for 
Ponzio, who says she feels incredibly lucky 
to have found Devonport and to have been 
able to stay in New Zealand. 

She was lucky too, she says, to have 
been able to sell her tiny Greenwich Village 
apartment right before the world was turned 
upside down as Covid hit.

Her working circuit eventually bought 
her to New Zealand. She still remembers 
when she first walked into the Bunker in 
Devonport 20 years ago and made her first 
acquaintance with those who frequented it.

 New Zealand, Devonport and the many 
wonderful rooms full of folk musicians that 
welcomed her made a lasting impression. “I 
performed in places where people listened.”

Wanting to work less and settle some-
where, in 2018 she put down roots in 
Devonport. 

“It was time. I didn’t have to keep up the 
battle any more, to keep on climbing those 
mountains, and believe me it was a full-on 
working life.” 

Ponzio is still creating music and still 
performing on the national folk circuit – 
and sometimes at the Bunker. She lives 
surrounded by beautiful guitars within a 
minute’s walk of Cheltenham Beach 

“Yes, I know I got lucky. I was able to fol-
low my dream and now I live in paradise.”

New Zealand, Devonport 
and the many wonderful 

rooms full of folk musicians 
that welcomed her 
everywhere made  

a lasting impression.  
“I performed in places 
where people listened.”

You need quality 
uPVC Windows
Great Thermal &  

Acoustic Performance

Talk to Roger, he ,s local.
Roger White Parsons

Ph: 021 277 0563 
roger@ecoauckland.nz

www.ecoauckland.nz

Leaky, draughty, 
noisy windows??

Interview
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Established and emerging Devonport penin-
sula athletes did well at the recent New Zea-
land Track and Field championships, with 
medallists ranging from Olympian Eliza 
McCartney to two teens competing at their 
first nationals who were also in the medals..

McCartney won gold in the pole-vault for 
a sixth national title. 

Takapuna Athletics Club president Dan 
Brady said the club’s overall haul of 12 
national titles, plus multiple other medallists 
and finalists was a sure sign that athletics is 
strong on the North Shore. 

Half of the titles went to peninsula ath-
letes. His son Connor Brady (see story, 
page 3) collected two golds in under-18 
competition, and four silvers.

Kate Hallie defended her U20 shot-put 
title with a personal best throw and came 
third in the senior event. She also claimed a 
silver medal in the U20 discus, with another 
personal best throw. 

Samantha Lathwood won the U20 100m 
and was third in the 200m. With her younger 
sister Jessica in the team, she also claimed a 
silver in the 4x100m relay. 

German exchange student Teresie Hess, 

who trains at the club, claimed the U18 
long-jump title, a silver in 100m hurdles and 
bronze in high jump. 

As well as being club members, the pen-
insula medallists are all former or current 
Takapuna Grammar School students, some 
of whom turned out at the Auckland College 
Sports championships at Mt Smart last 
week. (Results below.) 

At nationals, held in Dunedin from 6-9 
March, the athletes were competing in 
Auckland singlets against the best from 
other provinces. 

Dan Brady said the event was a major 
focus of the club athletics season for mem-
bers who had trained hard and competed in 
lead-up events to qualify.  

Another local medallist was Sascha Let-
ica, who was third in both the U20 1500m 
and 5000m races. Like Kate Hallie, she 
finished at TGS last year and is bound for 
the US on a college scholarship mid-year. 

Still at TGS is Jessica Lathwood, who 
added an individual silver medal in the 
U18 pole vault to the sprint relay silver she 
gained with her sister.

Alex Hallie claimed a silver medal in 

the U16 discus, with a personal best throw 
at his first nationals. A fellow debutante 
was Romey Jewell, who was part of the 
U16x100m Auckland relay team which 
won bronze. Recently turned 14, Jewell was 
the youngest club member in competition. 

Although the athletics season is winding 
down, training for many will continue 
through the year. 

McCartney plans to head overseas for 
competition during the upcoming European 
season. 

Fellow Olympian Jacko Gill, withdrew 
from nationals after suffering an injury 
during warm-ups, denying him the chance 
to contest for a third straight national shot-
put title or at the World Indoor Athletics 
Championships last week. 

The New Zealand contingent in China 
included pole vaulter Imogen Ayris, another 
Takapuna club member and former TGS 
student, who flew in from Europe. The Paris 
Olympics finalist based herself in the UK 
from last year, so was not at nationals, but 
the move is paying dividends, with Ayris 
having achieved a personal-best vault in 
France last month. She came 9th in China.

Local athletes fly high at national championships

Takapuna Grammar School students brought 
home six gold medals from the College 
Sports Auckland Athletics Championships 
at Mt Smart last week.

Asha Edwards won the 3000m senior 
final, backing up on the intermediate title 
she won in record time last year. 

In the intermediate age group, Teresie 
Hess won the long-jump, Jessica Lath-
wood the triple jump and Connor Brady 
the shotput. 

Paige Burrows won the junior 100m and 
Romey Jewell the junior 300m. 

The school’s team of 23 athletes also 

claimed eight silvers and one bronze in a 
total haul of 15 medals.

The silvers went to: Asha in the senior 
1500m; Connor in intermediate discus, 
javelin, and hurdles over 100m and 300m; 
Teresie in intermediate high jump and shot 
put; and Romey in the junior 200m race; 
along with Ella Blincoe in junior 1500m. 
Ella also claimed bronze in her 800m final. 

Teresie is on a student exchange from 
Stuttgart, Germany, for six months. She end-
ed her athletics season in style by winning 
the NZ Combined Events U18 heptathlon 
at Mt Smart last weekend

TGS stars bring home the gold from Auckland champs

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Mortgage advice.
Check with  
us first.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Things are picking up
We are seeing more inquiry for both owner occupied 
and investment properties from borrowers as 
confidence seems to be picking up – particularly as a 
result of lower interest rates (2yr now 4.99% is very 
popular) which will help many borrowers cash flows 
as they rollover more expensive fixed rates and with a 
better GDP number out last week reflecting a growing 
economy led by the agri sector (still the backbone of 
the country) and tourism.
Banks also tell us they are flat out more with new 
business, restructures and rollovers and being 
understaffed as usual (disgraceful given their 
profitability) – turn around times are up to 10 days...
even for a simple fixed rate rollover! Hence speak to 
us as early as possible for any advice or applications 
and remember most banks will allow rollovers to be 
renewed within 60 days of the fixed rate maturity.

        

We give mortgage advice through our company Trounson Financial Services Ltd
Disclosure Statements are on our website: simpsontrounson.co.nz

Teresie Hess
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Croquet cruisers bring inter-country rivalry to Devonport  
A group of 20 croquet players from cruise 
ship the Crown Princess descended on North 
Shore Croquet Club last week for a day of 
matches which included a hard-fought Unit-
ed States vs Australia clash. 

Priscilla Flowers and Josephine Rugart 
from the United States played an entertaining 
match against Australia’s Sandra Grant and 
Alison Sharpe, who has won Australian state 
and national titles. 

Flowers said: “We’ve loved it here – all of 
New Zealand has been fabulous.”

Devonport had been particularly appeal-
ing: “How much does it cost to buy a house 
here?” she asked. 

The players were part of a 14-day Sailors 
Cup Croquet Cup Cruise, which had also 
visited clubs in Dunedin, Christchurch, 
Rotorua and Auckland. 

More than 30 players were supposed to 
play at North Shore, but some had been 
struck down by illness. 

It was the second time the cruise company 
has visited North Shore Croquet Club and it 
planned to return in 2026, said Craig Fyfe of 
tour company Your Travel Expert

North Shore was a great setting with 
friendly hosts. “We’ve loved playing here,” 
he said. 

North Shore and the other clubs visited  
were chosen from 113 croquet clubs across 
New Zealand and 10 in Auckland. 

The catered lunch and drinks supplied for 
the cruise contingent were a fundraiser for 
the Devonport club, which is celebrating its 
120th year. 

Cruising in… Priscilla Flowers (left) and Josephine Rugart, who represented 
the US against Australia during a cruise-ship passenger visit to North Shore 
Croquet Club. Below: Australians Sandra Grant (left) and Alison Sharpe, and 
Sharpe in action under Rugart’s watchful eye.
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Auckland Mayor Wayne Brown has walked 
back cost-cutting budgets put up by council 
finance staff that would have savaged the 
community spend available to the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board (DTLB). 

Facing cost blowouts from rising costs, 
staff had suggested massively cutting the 
discretionary spend of the city’s local 
boards, whose members control just a small 
portion of the finances spent in their areas. 

As reported in the last Flagstaff, DTLB 
faced losing 40 per cent of the $1.3 million 
it directly controls. Much of the $9.6 million 
in operating expenses in the area is tied up 
in centrally managed contracts to pay for 
parks and other maintenance which the 
board has no say over.

It took the combined advocacy of the 
chairs of Auckland’s 21 local boards and 

opposition from some councillors, includ-
ing North Shore’s Richard Hills and Chris 
Darby, to quash the plans. 

Then acting board chair, Terence Harpur, 
attended a recent chairs’ forum and spoke 
against the move. The forum’s resistance 
resulted in Brown telling staff to find other 
ways to make the savings. 

 Harpur said it was frustrating there was 
an impression boards had more money un-
der their control than was the case. 

This included having to convince the 
mayor – who has promised more local deci-
sion-making – and councillors that the bulk 
of local spending was out of their control. 

Contractor Ventia swallowed up more 
than $5 million of the local spend and its 
charges were going up, Harpur noted.

“We’ve got a one-year reprieve, but what 

is going to happen next year?” It made no 
sense to have a Long Term Plan if there was 
no certainty. 

Board budget matters are further com-
plicated by council’s staged shift to a fairer 
funding model, under which boards will be 
primarily funded based on their populations 
rather than the assets they have that need 
maintaining. 

For asset-rich areas, such as DTLB, 
which has a small population compared 
with many boards, the changed equation is 
particularly tricky.  

Initial cuts on the new model’s implemen-
tation from 2026-27 were staved off when 
councillors decided the equation should 
apply to new funding only. But managing 
with ongoing shrinking allocations over 
time will be a challenge for the DTLB. 

Brown retreats from tough stance on board budgets
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Waitematā Golf Club is installing a safety 
fence at the southern end of its Lake Rd 
boundary, where dead macrocarpa trees were 
felled recently. 

Course manager Jamie Palmer said the 
fence, to be erected this week, would form 
a barrier around 50-60m long and 10m high. 

The need for this had been underlined by 
“an incident with a ball that got through gaps 
in the collapsing trees and hit a car”. 

The course went through the council, from 
which it leases the land, for permission to do 
the work. Replacement planting is planned, 
with the course working with Restoring 
Takarunga Hauraki to get native trees for this 
area and others it wants to improve.

Flagstaff investigations have finally cleared 
up the question of who is responsible for the 
historic soldiers’ rehabilitation pool behind 
the Navy Museum at Torpedo Bay. 

Since a stingray became trapped in the 
pool last month, the Flagstaff has been 
attempting to establish which organisation 
is responsible for cleaning it up. The dead 
ray decayed in the heat, making the pool 
unusable for locals who sometimes dip in 
at high tide. 

The paper became involved after a frus-
trated resident contacted the Department 
of Conservation, the Ministry for Primary 
Industries and Auckland Council, but had 
little joy in finding out which organisation 

might help remove the then-intact stingray. 
At first, the council told the paper it did 

not manage the location. “We believe this 
area is managed by the Defence Force,” it 
said. But a Defence spokesman said: “The 
pool is outside the boundary of the National 
Museum of the Royal New Zealand Navy. 
This makes the pool council property.”

However, the spokesman said Navy Mu-
seum staff went to clean up the pool, but 
found the tides had already done the job. 

This week, the council, asked for a map, 
came back to the Flagstaff to apologise for 
earlier incorrect information, saying the 
pool did in fact fall within its boundaries 
to administer.

Fence for golf course Pool mystery resolved as council comes clean
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Last week the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board held its first-ever vote on whether to 
fill a vacated position.

The vote to not fill was ultimately won 
three-two, with the three members of the 
A Fresh Approach team outvoting George 
Wood and myself.

Prior to the vote a public forum was held. 
A number of previous board members and 
candidates spoke in support of filling the 
seat and following the Kaipatiki, Waitematā, 
and Whau local boards’ lead in picking the 
next-highest-polling candidate.

It was disappointing that the board could 
not reach a consensus to fill the position, as 
the governance of the board, the decision-
making and ability to liaise and work with the 
wider community would be much better for 
it over the next six to seven months.

We have six members for many reasons, 
including:

•  More not fewer members promote 
robust discussion, enabling varying views 
to be presented.

•  With a large work programme to com-
plete, having more members always provides 
for better outcomes.

•  The number of representatives is calcu-
lated as a proportion of the population, thus 
there is less representation across the area.

• Six members provide flexibility for a 
quorum when people are away. Five reduces 
the flexibility to do this, as seen two weeks 
ago when we had only two members present 
during a workshop.

Presently, we have three members who live 
north of Takapuna (Powell, Wood and Allen), 
one outside the area (Harpur) and myself 
south of Takapuna, in Narrow Neck. The 
Devonport peninsula has a long history of 
local-board participation and representation, 
and this reduction will leave a significant 
gap in ability to engage and represent views.

Sadly, the decision by three people to 
choose to water down the opportunity for 
local representation and engagement makes 
all of us losers.
Gavin Busch, DTLB member

Decision by ruling three a loss for all

I attended this week’s meeting of the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board – hoping to be 
among the first to personally congratulate 
Mike Single on being appointed as a member 
of the board. He would have brought great 
skills to the table and served the community 
very well. I was very disappointed when 
the three Fresh Approach members blocked 
Mike’s appointment and instead chose to 
leave the seat vacant for the seven months. 

The accepted tradition is to offer the va-
cancy to the next-highest-polling candidate 
in the last election. The Whau and Kaipātiki 
local boards did exactly that at their February 
meetings, when they also had unexpected va-
cancies. Leaving the seat vacant is perfectly 
legal – but I do not believe the decision has 
served either democracy or the community 
well.
Ruth Jackson

Democracy not served by board stance

Based on the emails that Mike Single 
sent me in my capacity as chair of the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, it’s 
my view that the community has dodged 
a bullet. 

Nominations open in July for candidates 
to stand in this year’s local government 
elections. 

Let the public decide who they wish to 
represent the area. 

We should let democracy be the winner 
on the day, and give the people the right 
to vote.   

  Toni van Tonder, former DTLB chair 

Let the people 
choose 

I feel like our Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board has been doing a great job over the 
past few years. Overall they have been 
working well together, have achieved a lot 
and have been a good functioning team even 
though at times they haven’t always agreed 
on things. George, Toni, Terrence, Mel, 
Gavin and Peter all deserve some praise for 
their time and efforts.

With the local elections coming up later 
this year, hopefully the new board will be 
made up of another good mix of people to 
represent our areas.

A big thanks to Toni van Tonder for all of 
her work on local board and in our commu-
nity over the past number of years. With her 
move to Australia she will be a big loss to 
the peninsula and to NZ.
Adam Bennett

Thanks, Toni

We welcome letters. Please limit to 300 words on local topics.  
Noms de plume or unnamed letters will not be printed. 
Email news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  
or write to Letters, PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

Write to the  
Devonport Flagstaff

Axiome Chartered Accountants is a well-established Devonport 
CA firm with a broad client base of entrepreneurs, small business 
owners, trusts, and companies. 
We are seeking a part-time accountant to join our team. The role 
will suit a Business Services Accountant with sound grounding 
in business advisory, financial accounting, management 
reporting and tax compliance.  Core competence with Xero, 
excel and other MS office programs is an advantage.  Excellent 
communication skills are a must.
Professionally qualified with CA (CA ANZ) or CPA and with 
4-5 years+ current NZ experience is ideal, but a part-qualified 
individual or someone with strong technical experience will also 
be considered.  
We have modern offices in Devonport and a great team 
environment.  We offer flexibility in the hours of work.

Employment Opportunity – Accountant

Please apply by email attaching your CV to  
Sheryl Beaumont: sheryl@axiome.co.nz
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

D E V O N P O R T E L E C T R I C A L . C O . N Z

Professional and affordable electrical
repairs and installations

 

 

09 445 3447

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Locally Owned
• North Shore & Auckland wide
• Residential & Commercial
• Interior & Exterior
• Roofs
• Painting & Plastering

Ph: Luke Piper  
021 410 766

24/7 SERVICES 
LOCAL TO DEVONPORT

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Classifieds

Trades & Services

Landscaping Devonport
Garden design and construction
Whether you are planning a garden  

refresh or a full renovation, we can help 
with all the planning, construction and 

planting. Including decks, retaining, 
pergolas, paving and fencing. 

Everything outdoors!
Call Steve on 021 345 694 

www.naturalgardens.co.nz

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Matt 
0800 277 566

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

• Electronic 

and mechanical 

lock installations

• New keys for 

existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Lock Hardware

RECYCLING GARDEN  
& GENERAL WASTE

TRAILER HIRE

If you care about  
the environment  
SAY NO to single-use
      flexible skips and
      YES to our reuseable
      metal skips!

OPEN 7 DAYS

We 

hand sort  

every skip...  

To recycle  

more!

ACCOMMODATION

Wanted to Rent.   3 bedroom house for Grand-
mother, 2 Grandchildren.  Long term. Very tidy. 
Belmont, Bayswater, Narrowneck, Devonport 
area. Up to $750.  Phone 027 643 7727.

SERVICES OFFERED

Painting and decorating - reasonable rates.  
Ph Bernard 445 8816 or 021 0255 5456
For Glass Cleaning - Residential or Commerical, 
and House Washing. Call 027 490 1917

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
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Licensed building practitioner

All chimney work and flashings

for all door and window repairs
All leak repairs
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HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com

1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Family owned and operated since 1999

Full Servicing • Repairs
W.O.F • Wheels/Tyres

Contact: michael@geosurvey.co.nz
027 239 0266
www.geosurvey.co.nz

Locally owned and operated Survey firm
•Boundary marking
•Subdivisions
•Topographical Surveys
• Cross-lease  

updates/conversions
•Limited Title
•Drone flights
•Laser scans
• Siting/asbuilt 

certificates for Council

     021 056 2781        info@zebuild.co.nz
www.zebuild.co.nz

• Architectural Builds 
• Renovations/Extensions
• Decks/Hard Landscaping 
• Commercial
• Villa Restoration

YOUR VISION.
OUR PASSION.

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS
Email: info @jnb.co.nz
Phone: 027 492 7373

jnb.co.nz

Trades & Services

Painters
Midas Touch 

Painting Contractors

Specialists in  
commercial and  

residential painting

For all your decorating needs 
call the wizards

Paul Charleton
021 143 9138

HOME OWNERS  
& MAIN TENANTS

ANY VACANT ROOMS?
Legally, Tax-free income. 

Rental Guaranteed

2 or more, furn..., Rooms Vacant, 
Home stay. 

Power, Water, Internet & laundry use included. 
Government WINZ Tenants, We, PY weekly.

$700-$900+ PW 
Less comm. + fees. 52 weeks term.

TXT: Suburb 
0279 736 825 

Lake Road
Barbers
Hello folks, we here at Lake 
Road Barbers are happy to 
welcome Amir to our team. 
Formerly from SnA Barbers  
in Belmont.

To see if your favourite barber 
is working call 09 486 2260.

NO BOOKING NECESSARY. 
WALK-INS WELCOME.

OPEN 7 DAYS
450 Lake Rd, Takapuna

Reach your Devonport Peninsula  
customers cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 
E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Look out!
Thieves are 
about.

Protect your home,  
business or school.
State of the art cameras 
and smoke alarms.
Paul 022 351 2605 
info@securehomes.nz

The Old Post Office  
10 Victoria Rd, Retail 7, Devonport 
www.securehomes.nz
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Save The Date: TGS PTA Golf Day!
Thursday 22 May | Tee Off 2.30pm | WGC

28 MARCH 2025

School News

Olympians Visit Inspires Students
Takapuna Grammar School students 
were treated to an inspiring visit 
from two accomplished Olympian 
kayakers, Olivia Brett and Tuvaa 
Clifton. Olivia Brett, a gold medalist 
in the New Zealand Women’s K4 
canoe sprint at the Paris Olympics, 
and Tuvaa Clifton, a two-time 
Olympian representing Samoa. They 
shared their journeys, challenges, and 
insights. Brett, who had dreamed of 
becoming an Olympian since the age 
of eight, spoke about her experiences 
with overtraining and the importance 
of taking breaks to maintain 
performance. Clifton, who started 
in surf lifesaving before committing 
to kayak sprint, recounted how 
he adapted his training during  
COVID-19 lockdowns.

During the Q&A session, students 
eagerly asked about the athletes’ 
biggest challenges. The Olympians 
highlighted the importance of 
listening to their bodies, with sleep 
being a key indicator of overtraining. 
They emphasised that beyond medals 
and recognition, their greatest gains 

came in the form of self-knowledge 
and a deeper understanding of their 
goals and needs. The highlight of the 
event was when students had the rare 
opportunity to hold an Olympic gold 
medal. The visit left a lasting impact, 
inspiring many to apply the athletes’ 
lessons to their own ambitions. It was 
truly a day of learning, motivation, 
and inspiration for all.

Takapuna Grammar School's PTA 
hosted its annual Year 9 Welcome 
Breakfast on 14 March, bringing 
together new students, parents, 
staff and prefects and it was a 
great success. Held in the school 
staffroom, the event provided an 
opportunity for families to mingle 
with senior staff, including deans, 
deputy principals, and prefects, while 
learning more about the exciting 
opportunities available at TGS.

A highlight of the morning was 
hearing from past students Bill An 
and Pania Rowe-Karanui, who shared 

their inspiring stories. Bill is set to 
attend an Ivy League University, 
the University of Pennsylvania; 
while Pania, a returning student, is 
shining as a student teacher in Tū 
Tangata before joining the Navy.

Thanks to our sponsor Toasted 
Espresso for the fresh coffee, tea and 
hot chocolate which kept everyone 
fuelled throughout the event. The 
morning was a wonderful way to 
welcome new students and families 
into the TGS community, and we look 
forward to another fantastic morning 
next year.

Shortland Street:  
The Musical 

- Coming Soon!
Few things scream ‘Kiwi Culture’ 
quite like Shortland Street, so this 
year we're taking a trip back to 
Ferndale in the ‘90s to catch-up 
with some old friends: Doctors Hone 
Ropata and Chris Warner, Nurse Jaki 
Manu, muffin man Lionel Skeggins, 
Marj Neilson (the purse-lipped queen 
of the reception desk), and all of your 
favourite characters from yesteryear. 

Our talented students can't wait 
to bring these icons to life when 
Shortland Street: The Musical hits 
the stage in early May. Written by 
TGS Alumnus and experienced TV/
stage actor Guy Langford, Shortland 
Street: The Musical was a critically 
acclaimed success when it first hit 
the Auckland theatre scene, and 
now Takapuna Grammar will be the 
first school ever to produce the ‘Teen 
Issue’ version of the show. 

Filled with quirky humour and cheeky 
entendres, catchy tunes and lively 
dance numbers, the stage show will 
appeal to Shorty newbies and long-
time fans alike.

Warm Welcome at the Year 9 Breakfast
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A Devonport woman who suffered a brain 
aneurysm has started a support group for 
people with brain injuries to address gaps 
in the health system.

Sita Proud said the group’s aim was to 
provide aftercare support for people with 
brain injuries which often isn’t provided 
to people after operations. 

Proud said she wants to help fill that 
gap to help people through difficulties in 
recovery such as dealing with depression, 
memory loss, personality changes, fatigue 
and other niggles which occur post-injury 
and post-surgery. 

She runs a monthly peer-support group 
at the North Shore United clubrooms 
where participants discuss a topic or do 
an activity relating to recovery – such as 
yoga – while sharing their experiences. 

The group provided the opportunity to 

meet others going through similar situa-
tions, so they can talk about their experi-
ences and feel like they’re not alone, she 
said. “In that time everyone’s able to get 
things off their chest.” 

Families can also come to the sessions so 
they can learn ways to help their affected 
family member, said Proud, who is on the 
North Shore United board. 

Proud was diagnosed with a brain an-
eurysm in 2021 when she had an MRI for 
a burst artery in her neck, which she had 
suffered earlier in the year. 

Through her recovery, Proud suffered 
from depression, severe memory loss and 
changes to her emotions which she said 
would have been easier to manage if she 
had more professional support, which is 
why she’s running the group. “When I got 
strong enough I decided that I needed to 
give back because I’m still alive.” 

She runs the peer-support group through 
Headway, an organisation which supports 
people with brain injuries. 

She notes what people say they need and 
shares that information with Headway to 

help guide the supports and resources it 
invests in. 

The sessions are available to anyone 
who has suffered any type of brain injury. 
Email sitaproud@gmail.com to enquire.

Offering support… Sita Proud 

Dermatologist, Dr David Lim
www.skintel.co.nz 0800 SKINTEL
11 Apollo Drive, Rosedale

Spot It Early, Treat It Right: Precision Skin Cancer Care.

Over 10,000

successfully treated

Claire is a registered nurse with over 20 years’ experience,  
a Devonport local of 17 years and a mum of 3 teenagers. 
She is involved in training doctors and nurses throughout 
New Zealand on anti-wrinkle and dermal fillers. 
She has an in-depth knowledge of facial anatomy, 
beautification, gentle revolumisation  
and harmony of the face. 
This puts you, your face and  
your results in very safe hands.

Book your  
complimentary consultation 
www.nakedaesthetics.co.nz

NAKED AESTHETICS
Anti Wrinkle, Dermal Fillers, Skin Rejuvenation

Personal experience inspires brain-injury group 

Offering support... Sita Proud

Health & Wellness
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www.prendos.co.nz/rebuild150800 PRENDOS (773 636)

If you have relied on an online Cordell Calculator or
market valuation for your home or commercial property’s
sum insured, you could be at risk of being under insured.

Ensure you are fully covered with an accurate rebuild
cost estimate from our professional Registered Quantity

Surveyors.  You can have peace of mind knowing you will
be sufficiently covered for reinstating your residential or

commercial property in the event of a loss.

Quantity Surveyors | Building Surveyors | Structural Engineers | Property Valuers | Architects

Protect your most valuable asset 
with an accurate 

Rebuild Cost Estimate
Limited time offer - get 15% off the cost

Act now and save on fees!
We are offering a 

15% discount on all 
Rebuild Cost Estimates 
booked by 30 April 2025.

Request a quote today and use
code ‘REBUILD15’ to claim your

15% discount.

Health & Wellness
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Est.1984

BAYSWATER | 21 NORWOOD ROAD
Exquisite Clifftop Estate

Superbly located, set on a 1239sqm (approx) freehold landholding amongst some of 
North Shore’s finest homes, this substantial and elegant residence is a unique offering. 
Beautifully proportioned kitchen, living, and dining areas open effortlessly to fabulous 
outdoor areas, decks, and park-like lawns and gardens. Panoramic, uninterrupted views 
over to the sea and Auckland City are front and centre stage. Stunning gourmet kitchen 
with quality appliances and charming garden outlook on one side, and gorgeous sea 
views on the other. Exceptional quality craftsmanship and sophisticated luxury, the 
home features a delightful main living area with a cosy open fireplace. Five generous 
bedrooms, study, three bathrooms, plus sleepout. The property offers a double garage, 
off-street parking, and is sequestered behind an automatic vehicle gate. Properties of 
this calibre are rare and tightly held. Our vendors are off overseas and are keen to see all 
genuine interest. This is a unique opportunity to secure this incredible property.

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94  
RobertMilne@premium.co.nz
OFFICE 916 6000

RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611  
themilnes@premium.co.nz
OFFICE 916 6000

premium.co.nz/80698 
VIEW | Visit our website or scan the QR code for the latest open home times  
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | THURSDAY, 10 APRIL 2025 AT 4 PM  UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

premium.co.nz |  Fine Homes |  Fine Apartments |  Fine Lifestyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008 | EST.1984
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We need you!
New Zealand’s media continues to undergo massive change. 

Last year,  Newshub canned its hour-long evening news show and morning AM show in 

July,  while TVNZ dropped Fair Go and its Sunday programme;  among other job cuts.

In the world of community newspapers, The 50-year-old Howick and Pakuranga Times 

has shut down, along with the 100-year-old Wairoa Star. (Both have reappeared under 

new ownership.)

Last year, NZME closed 14 community titles. (Several have since been bought by local 

communities).  Last week, the company announced 38 further jobs would go - reporting, 

sub-editing and production roles.

The common reasons for the media cutbacks and closures are declining advertising 

revenues and  rising costs. Newspapers across the country have faced print bill increases of 

56 per cent over the last five years.*  (Our print bill has gone up $6000 per month during 

this time.)

At the same time, New Zealand companies are spending millions of dollars on Google and 

Facebook advertising. This money goes offshore, with massive impacts on New Zealand 

journalism and jobs. 

Journalist numbers in New Zealand have dropped from 4000 to 1700 in the past  

20 years.*

At Devonport Publishing, we employ nine people (full-time and part-time) across our two 

newspapers — The Devonport Flagstaff and the Rangitoto Observer. All live locally. 

How long can community newspapers continue under the current model?   

If the trends in advertising and costs continue, we are likely to run out of money  

— sooner rather than later. 

On publication day, I see dozens of people — young and old — wandering around  

with the Flagstaff. It is read and valued as much today as it was when it was started  

32 years ago.

Most media are now relying on donations or subscriptions in some form to survive.  

I hope you are prepared to pay something towards the production of our newspapers.  

Click ‘Become a supporter’ at the top of our website home page: devonportflagstaff.co.nz  

Every little bit helps. 

Please sign up for our email alerts for when the paper goes online and to get our weekly 

newsletter.

Finally, a massive thanks to our advertisers who continue to support us,  

and to those readers who have already made donations.

Rob Drent 
Devonport Flagstaff 
Owner and Editor for 28 years
* Source: Koi Tū: University of Auckland Centre for Informed Futures.  

A position paper on New Zealand’s news media. Author: Gavin Ellis. Released May 2024.

HOW TO HELP US: 
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click to ‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files

Better lighting costing $125,000 is being 
investigated for Windsor Reserve on the 
Devonport waterfront. 

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
board has $180,000 set aside for safer light-
ing projects and had hoped to get several 
under way this year. But cost estimates are 
such that board members will likely have to 
choose between two of three options staff 
initially assessed. 

High-use areas such as Windsor Reserve 
and Sunnynook Park pathways have been 
given higher priority by the board than 
lighting at Stanley Bay wharf, which had 
an estimated cost of $215,000.

Testing has shown lighting at Windsor 
Reserve is below recommended standards. 

“The park is dark and unsafe at night,” 
said council project manager Xavier Choi. 
Consultants had recommended adding six 
lights, he told board members at a recent 
workshop. 

Sunnynook Park has similar issues, with 
locals having long called for a well-used 
pedestrian path parallel to Trinidad Ave to 
be property lit. Lighting this stretch could 
require up to 11 lights, to meet standards 
elsewhere in the park, the board was told. 
The improved lighting was estimated to 
cost $165,000. 

Staff cautioned costs could rise if further 
investigations found the distance between 
power supply and new lights required more 
work to be done. 

The board may have to choose one pro-
ject or the other. Installation would be in the 
next financial year. 

Board members have asked staff to pro-
vide more detail and further options.

Member Gavin Busch suggested flood-
lights up into the trees at the reserve would 
be cheaper and prettier than erecting power 
poles, as would the addition of stairway 
lights. “Make the solution fit the site and 
it’s an aesthetics solution as well.”

Deputy chair Terence Harpur repeated 
past criticisms of council costs and pro-
fessional services fees and said he could 
not understand why parks and facilities or 
contractor Ventia could not do the work, 
rather than hiring lighting specialists.

Lights costing $125k eyed for ‘unsafe’ Windsor Reserve

ALBANY HEAT PUMPS

• The Navy’s secret development plans 
for a new museum emerge at a council 
meeting.
• Vandals wreck a classic Honda Civic 
by turning it on its roof in Regent St.
• Ed Knowles and the Checks star at 
the Victoria Theatre, as thousands flock 
to three weekends of open days at the 
heritage building.
• The Checks song ‘Mercedes Children’ 
is nominated for the best unreleased 
song category of the b.net awards.
• A consent application for the 
Bayswater ferry terminal is lodged with 
the Auckland Regional Council.
• Jacko Gill (10) announces himself 
a potential track and field star, with a 
13.86 shot put which smashed age 
group records for both Australia and 
New Zealand. 
 • Dredging in the Rangitoto channel is 

blamed for the dirty state of Cheltenham 
and Narrow Neck beaches. 
• Basil Latimer and Philip Close win the 
Auckland Aquathon champs at Long 
Bay, with Latimer completing the sea leg 
and Close doing the running. 
• A Fred Mans photograph of a reflection 
capturing the Victoria Rd fountain beside 
the library won the Devonport Award in 
the Depot’s 2005 Art Awards.
• Marion Callagher, who looks back 
on 30 years of taking Devonport Girls 
Brigade members to a Rangitoto Island 
bach, is the Flagstaff interview subject.
• The Mt Victoria signal station and its 
various signalmen are detailed in history 
column Ramblings with Rod. 
• Large-scale hearings on the Navy’s 
“defence purposes designation” are 
held at North Shore City Council, with a 
number of submissions from community 

groups including the Ngataringa Bay 
Society 2000 Inc, led by Joel Cayford. 
• Devonport Primary School holds a 
Wacky Friday, with proceeds going 
towards a toilet-pan tax, levied by North 
Shore City Council, and the Kidney 
Foundation. 
• Peter McQueen, Rod Cornelius, 
Rikki Morris and Rachel Dennyss 
win North Shore City civic awards, 
presented by North Shore Mayor 
George Wood, deputy mayor Dianne 
Hale and Devonport Community Board 
chair Mike Cohen. 
• Surfing brothers Oliver and Finn 
Cameron take first and second place 
in the national under-14 longboard 
champs at Mangawhai Heads. 
• New Blues recruit Tom Harding will 
play for North Shore, after All Black Craig 
Newby transferred to Otago.
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ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
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email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz
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Get your property sorted before winter. Decks, fences, retaining, garden boxes, landscaping, 
exterior cladding, small interior & exterior renovations, exterior/interior painting & gib stopping, 

metal roof alterations & repairs on pressed tile, corrugated iron, long run, ashings & gutters. 
Mention this ad to receive a special discount 

 
Over 30 years experience - prompt service is our promise - no obligation free quotes

Building & Home Improvement Services
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Around $35,000 was raised for the Cure 
Kids charity at the Art of Giving exhibition 
held by Bayleys at its real-estate offices – a 
former art gallery – on King Edward Parade. 

Twenty artists, potters and sculptors 
submitted their work for the three-day ex-
hibition, including pieces from acclaimed 
artists such as local Rob Tucker and also 
Weston Frizzell, a collaboration between 
Otis Frizzell and Mike Weston. 

Twenty Takapuna Grammar students also 
contributed pieces, with 80 per cent of their 
works sold. 

Bayleys Devonport manager Sue Stana-
way said 200 people visited the exhibition, 
with 75 to 80 people attending an auction 
last Friday night. 

Works by Weston Frizzell and Laken 
Whitecliffe sold for more than $5000 under 
the hammer. A silent auction was also held 
for 14 donated pieces. 

Stanaway said the exhibition was a great 
success, enjoyed by all those who attended. 

Bayleys would consider holding a similar 
event in the future, she said. 

Art sale delivers $35,000 boost for Cure Kids

Well-attended... the Bayleys art sale

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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ProudTO SUPPORT
DEPOT ARTSPACE

Tēnā koutou, welcome to March, and 
with it a host of exciting events, 
exhibitions and creative news to share!
 
DEPOT Artspace
Opening on Saturday 22 March at 2-4pm, 
DEPOT Artspace is proud to present 
‘Self-Care for Aliens’ featuring the work of 
Natasha Munro Hurn and Ezra Munro. 

March also sees the return of our wildly 
popular First Thursdays event series. 
Check out depot.org.nz for info on our 
upcoming workshops for full details!

DEPOT 3 Vic Road
Opening on Friday 14 March at 5-7pm, 
DEPOT 3 Vic Road’s second exhibition of 
2025 features local multidisciplinary artist 
Sarah Morrah’s works in ‘Neural Bloom’. 

Visitors can also browse the DEPOT Shop | 
Toi Toa collection at 3 Victoria Road, 
including our Maker of the Month for 
March - Shaw Road Ceramics.

DEPOT Sound
Since flooding severely damaged the 
studios and our beloved gear last year, 
Studio Manager Noah Page has been 
getting Studio One ready for a serious 
glow-up – soldering, fine-tuning, 
rigorously testing, and locking in the 
perfect setup.

The studio is fully functional while new 
gear keeps rolling in, and we’re almost 
there. Book a recording or rehearsal 
session on our website today!

Visit depot.org.nz for more info and stay 
up to date by subscribing to our e-news!

Ngā mihi nui,
Amy Saunders
Director | Kaiwhakahaere, DEPOT
amy.saunders@depot.org.nz

A gig in Devonport by the band Racing 
raised $3300 for Depot Sound. 

Attendees at the event, held at the RSA 
on 15 March, also kicked in with additional 
donations. 

The money will go towards the studio’s 
recovery from a damaging flood, which put 
it temporarily out of action last year. 

Musicians from Racing and many other 
local bands have recorded in the studio for 
decades. 

When the band heard about the losses it 

had suffered they suggested the fundraiser. 
Support act CCTV also previously 

recorded at the Depot under its sound 
engineer Noah Page, who with workmate 
Alex Twidle set up sound equipment for the 
successful fundraising show. 

“Huge shout out to everyone who made 
this happen,” said Twidle, who thanked the 
bands, Takapuna Grammar School for lend-
ing a stage, the RSA, Bruce Kerr of Pisces 
Promotions for equipment and volunteers 
from Depot’s Artslab.

Company Theatre president Stephen Hood 
is an excellent example of the range of 
skills that come together to stage a theatrical 
production. 

While others enjoy the limelight on stage, 
Hood (pictured) contributes his skills at the 
lighting  and sound controls.

He fills those technical roles in Compa-
ny’s latest production, Out of Order, a farce 
written by English playwright Ray Cooney.

The plot follows a government minis-
ter who plans a tryst with an opposition 
secretary. When things go horribly wrong, 
the minister has to lie his way out of the 
embarrassing situation to avoid a govern-
ment scandal. 

Hood, who is also a co-production-man-
ager, described the play as a chaotic spec-
tacle filled with frenetic comedy which 
allows the actors to take the audience on a 
“roller-coaster ride of laughter”. 

Set in one hotel room, the play puts a 
major focus on the actors’ performances, 
so Hood sees his job as complementing 
their efforts without distracting from them.

He says the stage needs to be evenly lit 
and the songs which fit the jokes need to be 
played at opportune times.

It’s a task which, when it’s done well, 
isn’t noticed by the audience, instead 
blending seamlessly into the show, he said.  

Hood (49) first joined Company Theatre 
when he was working in IT and decided 
he needed to indulge his personal interests 
more. 

An audition earned him a supporting role 
in a play in 2014. 

During that production Hood mentioned 
he had some experience operating a light-
ing desk, which “piqued the interest” of 
company figures. 

He was recruited to run lighting and 
sound on a show later that year, and has 
done so on many productions since. 

He’s remained involved – despite living 
south of the Harbour Bridge – due to the 
bonds he’s built over the years. 

“It becomes a friendship group as well as 
a theatre company.” 

Hood has been president for the past six 
years and was the treasurer prior to that. 

He said there’s a good mix of ages at 
Company Theatre, with many members 
who have been there since its founding 
in the 1980s along with young emerging 
talent – including a stage manager for Out 
of Order who is still at Takapuna Grammar. 

Out of Order, at the Rose Centre from 29 
March to 12 April. Tickets and more info 
at iticket.co.nz.

Racing gig raises $3300 for Depot

Theatre company head enjoys  
role behind the spotlight
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A reporter with several years’ 
experience to join the team at 
the Devonport Flagstaff and 
Rangitoto Observer fortnightly 
newspapers. 

You will produce general news 
stories, as well as reporting on 
sports, arts and local-body politics, 
writing longer features, taking 
photos and generating news leads 
from community contacts. 

Excellent opportunities exist to 
build on these skills to take on an 
editing, layout and management 
role.

Send CV and covering letter to 
Managing Editor, Rob Drent at 
rob@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

WANTED:

Olivia Forbes (pictured) is looking forward 
to bringing a night of opera and singing to 
Devonport.

The 23-year-old soprano  – who will 
head to the Royal College of Music in 
London in August to further her studies – 
says performing on her home patch will be 
special. She promises a fun evening at the 
Depot Artspace on 12 April, with the bonus 
of canapes and wine from Chateaubriant. 

Accompanying Forbes will be pianist and 
coach Claire Caldwell. “We’re presenting 
arias from famous operas, German lieder, 
French songs, some music from New Zea-
land composers and some musical theatre as 
well to lighten the load,” she says. Expect 
everything from Mozart, Puccini, Strauss 
and Debussy to Andrew Lloyd Webber.

Forbes is back home living with her par-
ents in Devonport after a time flatting, as she 
saves up for the shift to England. 

The fee from her Depot show will go towards this. 
She finished her studies at the University of Auckland last year, 

with a BA (Hons) in voice. Her conjoint undergraduate degree was 
in Italian, which will come in handy for tackling future operatic 
roles. 

Acting is also a big part of operatic performance, and was some-
thing she first got into while at Kristin School. In her final year 
at school, Forbes scored the coup of working with New Zealand 
Opera, taking a role in its season of The Turn of the Screw. 

Since then, while studying and juggling retail work in the city, 

she has followed the traditional path of 
entering national competitions. She was a 
finalist in the New Zealand Aria competition 
last year and awarded an outstanding talent 
prize at the Nicholas Tarling Aria finals 
this year.  

In the last Becroft Aria final, at the 
PumpHouse in Takapuna, she placed third. 
Another North Shore performance of note 
was with the Auckland Philharmonia at the 
Bruce Mason Centre. 

For the last two years, she has been part 
of New Zealand Opera’s summer school in 
Wanganui, being awarded the 2025 Dame 
Sister Mary Leo Award for dedication to the 
craft of opera.

Forbes says knowing she is following a 
path taken by other New Zealand singers 
who have moved overseas is encouraging – 
the likes of tenor Peni Pati, from Sol3 Mio, 
and his wife Amina Edris, a soprano, who 

have both debuted at the Metropolitan Opera in New York. “There’s 
such a strong community of New Zealand singers overseas.”

Leaving Devonport would be tough, but a bigger world of 
opportunity awaits. 

Opera, she says, is a universal experience and once she com-
pletes her Masters in performance voice she will be looking to 
take further steps to the big stage. “I just love the creative liberty 
you have performing.”
• Olivia Forbes at the Depot Artspace, Clarence St, from 6.30pm, 
12 April. Tickets, $85 from events@humanitix.com

Young soprano hits the high notes for a local crowd

www.thevic.co.nz | (09) 446 0100 | 48 Victoria Road

SHOWING NOW 
A Working Man (R16) 120min
The Return (M) 116min
The Seed of the Sacred Fig (M) 168min
The Last Showgirl (M) 89min
The Rule of Jenny Pen (R16) 105min
Snow White (PG) 109min
Black Bag (M) 94min
Firebrand (M) 121min
Hard Truths (M) 98min
I’m Still Here (M) 138min

COMING SOON
Dog Man (G) 95min 
 Advance Screenings 29 & 30 Mar
A Minecraft Movie (PG) 100min 3 Apr
Grand Tour (M) 129min 3 Apr
Novocaine - No Pain (R16) 110min 3 Apr
Queer (R16) 136min 3 Apr
First Thursdays:  
 The Salt of the Earth (M) 106min 3 Apr
For more info, screenings & events check our website

Thanks 
to our partners 
and supporters
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Direct beach access

NEW LISTING

Narrow Neck 18 Hamana Street

4 4 2 4

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Thu 10 Apr 2025

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

ViewSun 12-12.30pm or by appointment

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

2,135sqm Waterfront with panoramic views

Positioned on the point above Narrow Neck beach, this 2135sqm, park-like estate in two adjoining

titles showcase incredible views and direct beach access. The 180-degree panorama across

Rangitoto and the Channel is complemented by intimate views of Narrow Neck Beach, a truly

cinematic experience. The charming 1920s light-filled residence has been expanded and tastefully

updated. Maximising the views and gardens, it has seamless flow from the living and dining spaces

extended along the front of the home, each opening to the expansive terraces, built-in spa and

gardens beyond. Stone-walled pathways meander down the base of the cliff to a staircase to the

water’s edge. There is also a separate artist’s studio or home office. Stunning and unique!

bayleys.co.nz/1451715

bayleys.co.nz


