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Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
AOTEAROA RETURNS HOME

Devonport Naval Base welcomed the return of HMNZS 
Aotearoa last week, back from a seven-week deployment 
centred around a resupply mission to Antarctica.

The Polar-class tanker, which supplied fuel to Scott Base 
and the American McMurdo station, proudly displayed its ‘red 
nose’ on the ship’s bow, where the bull ring hole is painted 
red in recognition of crossing the Antarctic Circle. Ship’s 
company are entitled to become members of the Order of the 
Red Nose.

Aotearoa, the largest ship in the fleet, has an international 
ice-strengthened rating to handle the impact of floating sea 
ice.

While on deployment the ship was diverted to refuel frigate 
HMNZS Te Kaha and an Australian frigate off the coast of 
Australia.

The tempo remains high for the Royal New Zealand Navy. 
Te Kaha undertook monitoring of a Chinese Task Group near 
Tasmania, before continuing her route north to carry out drug 
interdictions in the Arabian Sea. HMNZS Canterbury is in the 
subantarctic islands supporting MetService, Department of 
Conservation and the 2025 Sir Peter Blake expedition.

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community, please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

Axiome Chartered Accountants is a well-established 
Devonport CA firm with a broad client base of 
entrepreneurs, small business owners, trusts, and 
companies. 

We are seeking a part-time accountant to join 
our team. The role will suit a Business Services 
Accountant  with sound grounding in business 
advisory, financial accounting, management 
reporting and tax compliance.  Core competence 
with Xero, excel and other MS office programs is 
an advantage.  Excellent communication skills are 
a must.

Professionally qualified with CA (CA ANZ) or CPA 
and with 4-5 years+ current NZ experience is ideal, 
but a part-qualified individual or someone with 
strong technical experience will also be considered.  

We have modern offices in Devonport and a great 
team environment.  We offer flexibility in the hours 
of work.

Chartered Accountant

Please apply by email attaching your CV to  
Sheryl Beaumont: sheryl@axiome.co.nz
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No time like the present – clocks on the way back 
Repair work on Devonport’s civic clocks 
continues, with the clock on the corner of 
Albert Rd and Victoria Rd, opposite the 
former St Paul’s Presbyterian Church, to be 
reinstated by the end of April, says Auckland 
Transport (AT).

 “The clock’s timing mechanism was 
removed last year because it had stopped 
working,” an AT spokesperson said. 

“Because of the clock’s age, many of the 
replacement parts have had to be hand-made, 
involving a specialist clock repairer.” 

The mechanism from the clock beside 
the ferry building had also been removed 
for repair.

A rusted component had to be replaced, 
he said. 

The clock appeared to be back working 
when the Flagstaff visited last week. 

The final costs of the work have yet to be 
calculated. 

Time out… The site of the clock on 
the corner of Victoria and Albert Rds 
which is undergoing repair (left) and   
the clock outside the ferry building 
(right), which is back showing the 
correct time after the replacement of 
a rusted part  

S H O P  N E W  S T Y L E S
NEW IN

MILFORD CENTRE, 24 Milford Road,  
Auckland Phone: (09) 309 3921  
www.seasaltcornwall.co.nz. 
Open: Monday - Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm,  
Sunday 10:00am - 5:00pm

Find us at
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Michael Lamb’s recent letter (28 February) 
criticises the Tūpuna Maunga Authority’s 
development of Takarunga’s tennis 
courts as overblown and costly. I recently 
saw colour plans of what is planned 
and was very impressed. There is much 
more to it than a simple tennis court 
refurbishment. I think it’s a great plan. 
Chris Lucas

Hang your heads in shame, Bayswater 
Marina Holdings Ltd (BMHL). You are so 
fortunate to own such a beautiful piece of 
prime waterfront land, yet your latest plan 
is to build a huge, ugly four-storey boat 
storage shed on it.

Imagine Sydney, Perth or Queensland 
councils allowing a developer to build such 
an eyesore on their prime harbour land. It 
simply would not be allowed. 

But it seems that ever since Simon Her-
bert got his hands on this beautiful piece of 
Auckland real estate, all he has wanted to do 
is wring the maximum return from it, rather 
than create what his PR people claimed at 
the time would be “a world-class marine 
village”. The opposite seems to have been 
the case with Bayswater and Devonport 

residents forced into constant battles to get 
BMHL to lift its design game. 

What could be a world-class waterfront 
development seems instead doomed to 
become something better suited to some 
industrial area. Maybe the Auckland Coun-
cil’s asleep-at-the-table Eke Panuku might 
step in and force BMHL to do better, but 
I doubt it. 

Lift your game, BMHL. Hire some quali-
ty architects and create something Auckland 
can be proud of. 

And shutting out residents from using the 
marina breakwater since December 2023 is 
yet another example of how little respect 
these companies have for local residents. 
Closed for safety issues? Pull the other one.
Duncan Robertson

In a recent edition of the Flagstaff I note that 
you refer to Mt Victoria as Takarunga.

Have you joined the movement to turn 
New Zealand into the “Zimbabwe of the 
South Pacific”?

I am not impressed.
Terry Bracey

• In early 2020, after Mt Victoria and 
North Head were renamed Mt Victoria/
Takarunga and North Head/Maungauika 
by Auckland Council, we decided to  refer 
to them as Takarunga and Maungauika 
and have done so since. We had a lot of 
support for the move and received no mes-
sages in opposition to it – until this one. 
Rob Drent, Editor 

The appeal to go to court to deny public 
access to the breakwater at Bayswater 
Marina is a pathetic move. For Bayswater 
Marina Ltd to use the public safety act 
is a pretence for commercial gain. Many 
people have used this access to enjoy the 
walk and view the harbour and yachts.  
Alec Hill

The current destruction and vandalism of 
trees in Devonport is unacceptable.

The addresses provided below are only 
provided as a geographical reference to the 
destruction. There is no suggestion or impli-
cation that the residents of the addresses near 
or opposite this vandalism are responsible.

The proposal to remove 19 pōhutukawa 
trees at Bayswater Marina is appalling. 
This is to enable the building of four-level 
dry-stack boat storage (almost 15m high). 
This will be built on the current car park. 
Visitor parking will be reduced to 22 spaces. 
This is a new addition to the development at 
the marina. Had this proposal and the tree 
removal been included in the original pro-
posals the outrage and objections would have 
been greater than the already considerable 
number of objections that were received and, 
possibly, the development may have been 

stopped. The developers believe it should 
be an unnotified application which would 
exclude our community being heard.

This corporate destruction of trees has me 
reflecting on recent vandalism of local trees.

A very large and wonderful old tree oppo-
site 47 Church St has been poisoned.

Council planted a native on the berm by 
Balmain Reserve opposite 9 Oxford Tce. 
One day it was there, the next morning it 
was left lying beside its stump. This tree 
was sawn. The cut marks were visible. It 
required someone to carry a saw to the tree 
and deliberately saw it down.  

Council has planted two replacement 
pōhutukawa trees on Queens Pde. One op-
posite 20 Queens Pde has been allowed to 
grow and is flourishing. Unfortunately, the 
trees planted opposite 17 Queens Pde have 
been broken off or chopped down on three 

occasions.
There are numerous complaints that 

council does not do enough to beautify and 
enhance our suburb.  It is disappointing 
that some individuals think it is acceptable 
to undo council’s efforts. What would our 
waterfront be without the magnificent trees 
planted by earlier generations? 

Whatever your reasons, stop selfishly 
destroying the new plantings and the older 
trees. Look at the value and asset that earlier 
plantings have provided for the community. 
What would our waterfront be without the 
magnificent trees planted by earlier gener-
ations?
Rubin Levin

• In the BMHL application for the boat stor-
age facility it says the pōhutukawa will be 
replaced by similar trees – Editor.

Letters

“I am offering a regular, reliable 
service at a genuinely affordable 

price, using quality products, 
following infection-control protocols 
and salon standards of sterilisation. 

Benefits include improved 
circulation and vitality with a 
relaxing pamper,” Fiona said.

• Luxury Manicure • Deluxe Pedicure

www.gonails.co.nz
Mobile Manicures & Pedicures

Fiona 027 2000 437 or  
fiona@gonails.co.nz

devonportglass@gmail.com
www.devonportglass.co.nz

021 148 1804

Did you know we also specialise in  
frameless showers and balustrades? 
Keep it local and ask us for a free no 
obligation quote on your next project!

Name change 
opposed...  

five years later 

Appalling tree-removal plan follows recent vandalism 

Quality architects could create something 
better than ugly boat-storage shed

Court plan is great

Breakwater move pathetic
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• The future of the Devonport Food 
& Wine Festival is uncertain with the 
withdrawal of major sponsor Diners 
Club.  
• Thomas Coleman (4) is among 6000 
who attend a Navy Open Day.
• Vandals attack waterfront gallery 
Art by the Sea. Owner Mike Geers is 
concerned a rise in graffiti and tagging 
around Devonport has led to more 
serious crimes. 
• The Depot raises more than $5000 for 
Sri Lankan tsunami victims.
• Zaid Sulaiman and George Matthews 
take over the ownership of Wigmore 
Pharmacy. 
• North Shore councillor Chris Darby 
criticises a Devonport Community 

Board award for the “preservation” 
of Torpedo Bay Wharf, saying it was 
a complete rebuild not a restoration. 
Warning signs are erected at the wharf 
after safety concerns about children 
jumping off. 
• Phoebe Borwick is named the winner 
of the Flagstaff’s annual short story 
competition by judge Kevin Ireland. 
• Vista Linda, the new owners of the 
WJ Scott Mall, plan a major makeover.  
• North Head and Mt Victoria are put 
forward for World Heritage status by 
the Auckland Volcanic Cones society  
in a move supported by the Devonport 
Community Board. 
• The restoration of the historic Watson’s 
pool at Torpedo Bay is imminent.

• Four Devonport residents are selected 
for North Shore Civic Awards: Peter 
McQueen, Rod Cornelius, Rikki Morris 
and Rachel Dennyss. 
• In a thrilling finale to the cricket 
season, North Shore premiers take 
seven wickets for 27 runs to beat 
Waitakere, so avoiding relegation. 
• The Vauxhall Rd sports f ields, 
undergoing a $300,000-plus upgrade, 
will not be ready for the start of the 
season. 
• Takapuna Grammar student Phil 
Dominick prepares for the junior world 
snowboarding champs. 
• North Shore Croquet Club stalwart 
Joy Fleming is profiled as the club 
celebrates 100 years.

20 years ago from the Flagstaff files

For many months almost daily I have been 
picking up dog poo from my lawn and 
placing in into the waterfront council bins. 

Finally I observed a dog emptying its 
bowels on my lawn so I sprinted outside 
to approach the owner who did not have 
the dog on a lead or wearing a collar with 
a registration tag. 

I pointed to the dog’s deposit and said that 
her dog had left it. She stated that it was not 
from her dog but I told her I had observed 
it happen and offered to get a paper towel 
so that she could feel the temperature of the 
offensive item. She then agreed that it must 

have been from her dog but did not offer to 
pick it up. I stated that she must do so and 
she collected a bag from her freedom camp-
er van and used it with apparent reluctance. 

I yesterday  placed a ‘KEEP OFF’ notice 
on my lawn stating that it is not a dog toilet. 

This morning a dog left a deposit (I have 
photos) 2.1 metres from my sign. 

When I walk to the supermarket, I usually 
pick up five deposits on our side of Anne 
St, so many dogs are no doubt involved. 

Do readers have ideas on why some dog 
walkers don’t pick up after their dogs and 
presume that residents would  like the task?

Last year I placed some notices asking 
dog walkers to please help us to keep our 
street clean. One dog walker left full bags 
of dog poo on top of the black electrical 
cover box. 

Any suggestions over behaviour mod-
ification tips I could use on errant dog 
walkers? Some are irresponsible and I 
don’t want to bother the ranger but will be 
delighted if dog walkers help us to keep our 
streets clean.

Wishing for cleaner streets for people 
who like walking.
Joy Mace

Deposit account: warm evidence is cold comfort 

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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Letters
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

D E V O N P O R T E L E C T R I C A L . C O . N Z

Professional and affordable electrical
repairs and installations

 

 

09 445 3447

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Locally Owned
• North Shore & Auckland wide
• Residential & Commercial
• Interior & Exterior
• Roofs
• Painting & Plastering

Ph: Luke Piper  
021 410 766

24/7 SERVICES 
LOCAL TO DEVONPORT

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Classifieds

Trades & Services

Landscaping Devonport
Garden design and construction
Whether you are planning a garden  

refresh or a full renovation, we can help 
with all the planning, construction and 

planting. Including decks, retaining, 
pergolas, paving and fencing. 

Everything outdoors!
Call Steve on 021 345 694 

www.naturalgardens.co.nz

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Matt 
0800 277 566

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

• Electronic 

and mechanical 

lock installations

• New keys for 

existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Lock Hardware

RECYCLING GARDEN  
& GENERAL WASTE

TRAILER HIRE

If you care about  
the environment  
SAY NO to single-use
      flexible skips and
      YES to our reuseable
      metal skips!

OPEN 7 DAYS

We 

hand sort  

every skip...  

To recycle  

more!

Specialising in all aspects of  
Wall and Floor Tiling and  
Under-tile Waterproofing

Carried out and certified by local  
tradesman of 24 years’ experience 

FREE QUOTES 

Contact Doug 021 187 7852 
or 09 446 0687 or email 
calpremtiling@gmail.com 

Caledonian 
Premier 
Tiling Ltd. 

ACCOMMODATION

House to Let  2 bedrooms, Bayswater, $600.00 
per week.   References required.   Email detail to 
maurice@mjblaw.co.nz – 09 527 1311.
Wanted to Rent.   3 bedroom house for Grand-
mother, 2 Grandchildren.  Long term. Very tidy. 
Belmont, Bayswater, Narrowneck, Devonport 
area. Up to $750.  Phone 027 643 7727.

SERVICES OFFERED

Affordable family, individual and relation-
ship counselling. Devonport based or online.  
Melbourne trained experienced psychologist. 
Contact Sarah 021 040 7703.
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HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com

1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Family owned and operated since 1999

Full Servicing • Repairs
W.O.F • Wheels/Tyres

Contact: michael@geosurvey.co.nz
027 239 0266
www.geosurvey.co.nz

Locally owned and operated Survey firm
•Boundary marking
•Subdivisions
•Topographical Surveys
• Cross-lease  

updates/conversions
•Limited Title
•Drone flights
•Laser scans
• Siting/asbuilt 

certificates for Council

     021 056 2781        info@zebuild.co.nz
www.zebuild.co.nz

• Architectural Builds 
• Renovations/Extensions
• Decks/Hard Landscaping 
• Commercial
• Villa Restoration

YOUR VISION.
OUR PASSION.

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS
Email: info @jnb.co.nz
Phone: 027 492 7373

jnb.co.nz

Trades & Services

Painters
Midas Touch 

Painting Contractors

Specialists in  
commercial and  

residential painting

For all your decorating needs 
call the wizards

Paul Charleton
021 143 9138

HOME OWNERS  
& MAIN TENANTS

ANY VACANT ROOMS?
Legally, Tax-free income. 

Rental Guaranteed

2 or more, furn..., Rooms Vacant, 
Home stay. 

Power, Water, Internet & laundry use included. 
Government WINZ Tenants, We, PY weekly.

$700-$900+ PW 
Less comm. + fees. 52 weeks term.

TXT: Suburb 
0279 736 825 

Lake Road
Barbers
Hello folks, we here at Lake 
Road Barbers are happy to 
welcome Amir to our team. 
Formerly from SnA Barbers  
in Belmont.

To see if your favourite barber 
is working call 09 486 2260.

NO BOOKING NECESSARY. 
WALK-INS WELCOME.

OPEN 7 DAYS
450 Lake Rd, Takapuna

Reach your Devonport Peninsula  
customers cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 
E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Fabulous Teeth

We can take care  
of all your denture  

requirements

443 Lake Road Takapuna 
(ON THE CORNER OF BRACKEN AVENUE)

Underground Parking
Wheel Chair Access

www.seasidelab.com

@
Seaside Dental Laboratory & Clinic

09 489 6663

Look out!
Thieves are 
about.

Protect your home,  
business or school.
State of the art cameras 
and smoke alarms.
Paul 022 351 2605 
info@securehomes.nz

The Old Post Office  
10 Victoria Rd, Retail 7, Devonport 
www.securehomes.nz
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New to the TGS community?
Follow us at www.takapuna.school.nz 

or follow us at      /tgsnz

14 MARCH 2025

School News

Year 12 & 13 Excellence Assemblies & Top Scholars

Last month we celebrated a wide 
range of academic achievements 
from 2024. This included over 200 of 
our current students who achieved 
NCEA Level 1 or 2 with Excellence, 
IB1 with Excellence, or a Scholarship 
Award. During these assemblies we 
also welcomed back and celebrated 
our alumni from 2024 who achieved 
a Scholarship Award. It was wonderful 
to have these students back in school 
before they embark on their university 
careers.

Our Scholarship results were a 
particular standout in 2024. Only the 

top 3% of 170,000 students across 
NZ gain a Scholarship. We saw an 
increase in achievement of 45% on our 
2023 results. These results included:

Amelia Yamaguchi – Top Scholar 
Award, first in Scholarship Japanese

Daniel Wang – Scholarships in 
Chinese, Economics and English

Bill An – Scholarships in Accounting, 
History and Statistics

Mia Sheng – Scholarships in Calculus, 
Chinese and Physics

Wei Wang – Scholarships in Calculus, 
Chemistry and Physics 

Crazy Sock Day is a fun 
event which TGS students 
participate in every year. 
The event is for Rare 
Disorders NZ which offers 
a central starting point 
for patients and families 
affected by rare disorders. 
They help families, patients 
and healthcare providers 
find essential information 
and support groups. 

Winners were selected by 
three different categories 
which were colour, design, 
and personality. 

The winners were; 1st Madi 
Horne, 2nd Archie Gibbard 
& 3rd Sophia Yang.

TGS Student 
rediscovers word - 
accepted by Oxford 
English Dictionary

Year 10 student Felix Conroy has 
been working on sonnets for 
the last few weeks in his English 
class. He discovered that the word 
'sonnetary' was used once in 1877 
in Scribner's Magazine and had 
not been added to the dictionary 
back in the day. He wrote an email 
to a representative of OED who 
has, after carefully considering 
Felix' request and doing more 
background research, agreed to 
add it to an upcoming version of 
the OED.

Well done Felix!

Crazy Sock Day raises funds  
for Rare Disorders NZ
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The reserve status of a public path leading 
to a coastal route in Belmont is likely to be 
revoked and the land sold to retirement-vil-
lage developer Summerset. 

But two other accessways to the coastal 
path stand to be enhanced under plans for the 
village on the former Hillary housing block 
off Eversleigh St.

To pave the way for Summerset’s devel-
opment, Auckland Council plans to publicly 
notify its intention to revoke reserve status on 
a 47m-long, 3m-wide secondary accessway 
between 3 and 33 Hillary Cres. 

If the revocation goes ahead, the path-
way land would be sold to Summerset to 
amalgamate into its site. Parts of Hillary 
Cres itself will also likely be ripped up and 
incorporated into the village. 

At a workshop update from council staff 
last month, Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board members said they wanted any pro-
ceeds from selling the pathway returned 

for public use in the area. They have also 
flagged this desire to Auckland Transport for 
any disposal of sections of the Hillary Cres 
roadway it controls.  

Board members have visited the site and 
say the development will be an asset to the 
area. It could also provide an opportunity 
to deliver on improving Greenway path 
connections on the peninsula. 

Then chair Toni van Tonder said wide 
community benefits were wanted, “not 
just a quid pro quo” between council and 
developers. 

Returning proceeds locally might help on 
the long-term goal to connect from Hauraki 
to Esmonde Rd. 

Deputy chair Terence Harpur said: “The 
biggest thing for me is that the money stays 
in the local area.”

Staff outlined that the primary public ac-
cessway to Northboro Reserve from the top 
portion of Hillary Cres would be retained and 

enhanced, as would the entrance to the coast-
al path from the bottom of Eversleigh St. 

Summerset proposes to build a 96m-long, 
2.5m-wide boardwalk from the Eversleigh St 
accessway to connect to the coastal pathway,  
which runs around the northwestern edge 
of the site. 

This would be bicycle and pram accessi-
ble, council staff said. 

The Hillary Cres access would benefit 
from landscaping and undergrounding of 
overhead transmission lines, plus relocation 
of a power pole. 

Board member Gavin Busch suggested 
that entry off Eversleigh St from Lowe St 
might be a better link to the reserve than 
from Hillary Cres. 

Summerset is buying the retirement 
village land from Ngati Whatua Orakei’s 
commercial arm Whai Rawa. The iwi retains 
top portions of the old Navy housing site for 
its own ongoing housing development.

Access points... Auckland Council maps showing paths being retained from the former Hillary housing block (light 
blue) and another in between (purple) which is set to lose its reserve status and be sold to developer Summerset 

Coastal-route access path flagged for sale to Summerset
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Game, set, 
match... and 

round? 
Belmont Park Racquets Club 

tennis players traded their 
racquets for golf clubs at 

their annual golf day at the 
Waitemata course last week, 

helping raise funds for the 
club’s planned new courts.  

Awesome foursomes... (from top)
Hauraki residents (from left) Steve 
Gulik, Ryan Lundy, Rob Snow and 
Hamish Gard; Alan Jones, Gordon 

Stuart, Al Davidson and Jamie Stuart; 
Dan Thomas, Geoff Topham, Peter 
Cook and Ross Iremonger; Angus 
Craighead, Hayden Rogers, Piers 

Faulkner and Daniel Collins. 
Below: Ryan Lundy tees off.
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Long-time Devonport resident Duncan 
Gray, who worked  for World Vision in East 
Timor after a career in the logging and oil 
industry, has died aged 70, after a long battle 
with cancer. 

Gray grew up in Taupo, attended Canter-
bury University and first went to Indonesia 
in the 1970s as a 23-year-old zoology grad-
uate-turned-logging-manager, “knocking 
down the tropical rainforests”, he told the 
Flagstaff in a 2000 interview. 

He lived in Indonesia for a decade, and 
spent more than 20 years working for both 
forestry and oil and gas multinationals, 
setting up supply lines and logistics as the 
region developed. 

By the late 1980s, he had his own business 
running out of Singapore. He was one of 
the first Westerners to head into reopened 
Cambodia, where he established a foothold 
for an offshoot of British Gas. 

In the 1990s, Gray branched out into the 
humanitarian sector. He supported the UN in 

Cambodia and Somalia, “supplying people 
and generators and electrical support – 
everything and everything”. 

One of the souvenirs he showed the Flag-
staff was a “Danger Mines” – one of 274,000 
he supplied to Cambodia, when mines were 

one of the legacies of the Khmer Rouge era. 
By the mid-1990s, he had tired of Asia. 

“I realised I was never going to be Asian – 
you are always an outsider – every day you 
are asked where are you from and when are 
you going back.” He settled in a Jubilee Ave 
house  in 1994 and worked as a property 
manager. 

His work in East Timor was a kind of 
giving-back to an area he had a hand in 
exploiting as a younger man. “In those days 
I was a total hedonist, but since then I have 
mellowed a lot and looked more at the planet 
and basically how can I help to make things 
better. The only way I could have gone back 
was to do humanitarian work.” 

He worked as a logistics coordinator 
for humanitarian aid for three months in 
1999 and went back later to Asia working 
for World Vision rapid response teams in 
disaster zones there and around the world.  
• A memorial service is planned for Gray in 
Devonport, with details yet to be finalised. 

Obituary

Oilman to humanitarian…
Duncan Gray

Seasoned Asia hand returned to do good in region

Many speed-limit zones around Devonport peninsula schools will 
revert to 50km/h during May and June this year. 

The current full-time 30km/h zones near Stanley Bay School, St 
Leo’s Catholic School, Belmont Primary School, Belmont Interme-
diate School, Takapuna Grammar School and Hauraki School will 
all be removed. More than 40 streets will be affected by the changes.

Streets directly in front of the schools or nearby (except Lake 
Rd) will have a 30km/h limit at the start and end of a school day. 

The new limits will apply once the speed-limit signs are changed. 
Auckland Transport must make the changes under a new govern-

ment rule requiring local councils to restore speed limits lowered 
since January 2020.

Speed limits near peninsula schools returning to 50km/h

The Rudder bar in Hauraki – where an ag-
gravated robbery took place around midnight 
on Saturday 1 March – was the scene of an 
assault four nights later. 

A neighbouring business owner came 
upon a beaten-up man in the bar’s rear out-
side area in the early hours of Wednesday 
5 March. Police told the Flagstaff they had 
taken a person at the premises into custody. 
The man found outdoors had received minor 
injuries. The charges the arrested man might 
face were not available by deadline.

After the earlier aggravated robbery – a 
man, aged 42, was arrested the next af-
ternoon. Police say he was the driver of a 
vehicle connected to the robbery, which 
they spotted in Papakura. After a pursuit, 
a second person in the vehicle was appre-
hended and tasered. He subsequently died, 
which has prompted an independent police 
investigation. 

The arrested driver was remanded in 
custody and charged in the North Shore 
District Court last week with two charges of 
aggravated robbery and two counts of  crime 
with a firearm. One is over the Hauraki inci-
dent, the other for an aggravated robbery at a 
Wairau Valley bowling alley on 14 February. 

No-one was injured in the Hauraki aggra-
vated robbery.

 The Rudder bar declined to comment. 

Rudder robbery, assault 
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Enrich and protect your valuable asset with  
high quality painting by Kingdom Decorators

  Kingdom Decorators has been operating on and 
around the Devonport Peninsula for over 40 years

  Owner, Ross Kingdom built an extensive team of 
loyal, high quality painters, most of whom have 
been with him for more than 20 years

  Ross offers a ‘one stop shop’ service from advice 
with colours, paint finishes through to scaffold  
and building repairs including project  
management where necessary

  Existing paintwork often requires attention  
after 10 years or so and deferring maintenance  
can incur extra costs down the line

  We have been so lucky with all our staff,  
they are courteous, friendly, helpful guys  
and always have a clean and tidy site.  
The harmonious singing is an absolute bonus!

CALL  
KINGDOM DECORATORS  

FOR A PROMPT  
FREE QUOTE

Ross Kingdom  
021 723 413

www.kingdomcorp.co.nz
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Different strokes... Sarah Morrah’s creative interests have included jewellery, 
ceramics and watercolours 

WHAT’S ON @
Devonport Library

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Lynda Betts
Experience 
does make  
a difference

Ph 021 278 3024
E: lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Tēnā koutou katoa
It’s a little cooler.  Is it already autumn? 

Too soon, too soon.
SEE HOW THEY FALL 

Wednesday 2nd April 2025  
6:30pm- 8:30pm.

Join MoaPress and author Rachel 
Paris at a book event celebrating this 

brand new domestic noir crime novel.   
Perfect Family? Perfect Weekend? 

Perfect Crime?.  A gripping thriller of 
twists and turns. Wine and nibbles  

and books for sale and signing.  
Come and enjoy the hospitality.

AUCKLAND’S ANNUAL PLAN 
2025/2026

Consultation is now open on Auckland’s 
Annual Plan 2025/2026 (annual 

budget). Share your feedback on the 
proposals by 11.59pm on Friday 28 

March 2025 and help the council make 
decisions for Auckland. Feedback can 
be online or via the forms in the library. 

MORE BESTIES COMING IN 
Besties are extra copies of the most 

popular best-sellers.  You have 2 weeks 
to read them and can take 2 out at a 
time. Plus no-one can renew them or 

reserve them ahead of time, so there’s 
no waiting, waiting, waiting and a much 
better chance they will be sitting on the 
shelf when you come in.  Borrow, read, 

enjoy and pick another soon. 
DEVONPORT LIBRARY RUN

Organised by wonderful Community 
House folk. Share the library joy with 

older friends who struggle to get to us.  
A volunteer will come to the person’s 

home and bring them to the library for 
a cuppa and a chat. We help them find 
great books and magazines and they 

whisk them home again. 
Every Thursday 1:30pm-3pm. $2 

donation. Call to book (09) 445 3068.
Mā te wā
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You’ll love the comfort of ducted
central air conditioning this spring

We’re the heating  
and cooling experts. 
Call us today for a 

FREE quote!

ALBANY HEAT PUMPS

0800 927 628
albanyheatpumps.co.nz

Ask us about 

combining ducted 

with Lossnay Heat 

Recovery Ventilation.

Sarah Morrah uses art as a release from her 
demanding day job as a GP in Devonport, 
and in turn finds medicine’s multi-layered 
complexity influences her creative approach. 

Interconnectivity intrigues her, be it 
the mind-body health interface or making 
layered collages or ceramic sculpture. 

Around 20 of each medium make up her 
first solo art exhibition, Neural Bloom, on at 
the Depot 3 Vic Road from Friday. 

She has previously exhibited jewellery, 
after having invested her first pay cheque as 
a junior doctor in taking jewellery-making 
classes nearly 20 years ago, then fitting in 
a diploma in jewellery manufacturing and 
design.

Balancing her passions has always been a 
juggle, but it is richly rewarding. 

Morrah – who goes by her maiden name, 
English in her practice at Devonport Health 
– says being a GP has become increasingly 
complex and busy.  

“Having a day off to be doing my art, I 
come back refreshed and happy to be there.”  

These days Morrah works three days a 
week, starting early and finishing in time to 
hang out at home in Belmont with the two 
girls she has with husband Michael Morrah, 
an award-winning news journalist who was 
at TV3 and now works at NZME. Their 
daughters, 8 and 10, attend Belmont Primary 
School, with both being excited about their 
her mother’s upcoming exhibition. 

The Depot show came about after she 
made a submission and was selected to 
exhibit. 

“I’ve always liked the Depot and its 
community involvement,” she says. “I’m 
hoping local people will come to the 

opening.” 
She expects some patients will be 

surprised by her sideline, which she says 
she would love to focus further on, “if I 
win Lotto”. 

Morrah, who comes from a family of GPs 
and grew up in Hawke’s Bay, says she was 
an arty child. “I made earrings at seven for 
my grandmother. She was the only one who 
would wear them. They were wire.”

But she gravitated to science subjects at 

high school and was keen to maintain the 
family name in medicine. 

At medical school in Otago, she and a 
friend fitted in a T-shirt printing course and 
a painting class, before her interest shifted 
to jewellery. 

Sarah and Michael moved to Belmont 
around 12 years ago, after living in 
Wellington, then Ponsonby. 

She began working in Dr Chris Dominick’s 
practice at King’s Store, before shifting with 
him to Devonport Health on Victoria Rd.  

The area’s beaches, particularly nearby 
Narrow Neck, are a family attraction. 
Morrah, who loves to explore new ideas, 
also took up the chance to do classes at 
Bayswater Ceramics. 

Working in clay is definitely a meditation, 
she says.

“I started off making pots, but then I just 

decided I wanted to have fun and make 
some nerves.” 

Hence twisted up coils of clay, which 
she explains as sculptures of synapses 
– the connections between nerves that 
information passes through. 

One of the sculptures is called Tied up 
Intent.

She previously took night classes on 
painting in watercolours, graduating to 
selling cards and canvases through her 
Instagram. A few years ago she paused this 
to focus on developing new work, which she 
describes as being contemporary floral still 
lifes with collage. 

“I thought about the way our body and 
mind are connected.” Layering of memory 
is reflected in collage techniques that are 
intuitive and incorporate photography and 
watercolour pools.

In her GP work of back-to-back 
appointments, she likes to take a holistic 
approach – “explaining how our mind can 
affect our body and how what we do with it 
affects our mind”. 

Patients are presenting with increasingly 
complex issues that are a challenge in a 
stretched medical environment, she says. 
“People are on multiple medications and 
living a lot longer.” 

Taking time to explain how pain works 
and how the way we feel can amplify the 
pain is part of the job. 

Morrah says for her art has proved a way 
to explore beyond the immediate. 

“I just get into that flow state and it’s a 
release for me.”
• Neural Bloom is on at Depot 3 Vic Rd, 
Devonport, from 14 March until 26 April. 

“I just get into that 
flow state and it’s a 

release for me.” 

GP finds art practice the perfect prescription
Spending time on her art at home in Belmont leaves local doctor Sarah Morrah feeling 

refreshed and ready to return to the complex and busy medical world.  
Her first solo exhibition opens at the Depot on 14 March. 
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It’s back to the future for local musicians in 
the band Racing, who perform in Devonport 
this month to raise money for the studio 
where their recording careers began as 
schoolboys in The Checks 20-odd years ago. 

“We’ve used the Depot throughout. I used 
to go to guitar lessons there when I was 12,” 
says Sven Pettersen, now 38. 

When the Bayswater guitarist learned 
Depot Sound’s studio was still struggling in 
the wake of equipment and income loss from 
a flood in August last year, he and singer Ed 
Knowles immediately offered to help. 

“We just want other people to have the 
same chance we had. It’s important to the 
community to have a facility like that,” 
Pettersen said.  

They suggested a fundraising gig with 
their four-piece, Racing.

On Saturday 15 March, they promise a 
“very danceable” night at the Devonport 
RSA, a venue they played a year ago. 

“It’s a beaut place to play in,” says Pet-
tersen, who laments the loss of other local 
venues such as the Masonic. “It’s such a 
beautiful old town and when there’s a gig it 
lifts the whole place.” 

Supporting Depot Sound is a way to en-
sure creative talent continues to flourish in 
an area with a rich musical history, he says.

The Checks, who formed at Takapuna 
Grammar School, are very much part of 
that. Pettersen says before they went on to 

tour nationally and relocated to the UK, it 
was the Depot that gave them an early break. 

New Zealand music identity Rikki Morris 
was then running the “Bus”, the name they 
gave the studio at the time. He also recorded 
singer Gin Wigmore and The Veils there. 

“He saw us in the supermarket and said 
he thought we looked like a band and came 
over and got us into the studio.” 

At the time the five band members were 
15- and 16-year-olds, wearing their sisters’ 
skinny jeans and op-shop shirts. “It was our 
first experience of recording. We just went 
in there like we were playing in the practice 
room at school,” recalls Pettersen. 

The band, formed in 2002, won the Auck-

land regional final of Smokefreerockquest 
the next year and became bFM radio fa-
vourites. After gigging locally, they toured 
extensively and recorded three albums, plus 
EPs and singles, and supported visiting 
big-name acts, including REM, Oasis, The 
Killers and AC/DC. They won three New 
Zealand Music Awards.

The editor of music bible NME invited the 
then school-leavers to join the NME New 
Music Tour of the UK in 2005. After gigging 
over there, a four-album deal fell through 
and they returned home to New Zealand, 
disbanding in 2011. 

Friends Knowles and Pettersen formed 
Racing in 2014. The band features Daniel 
Barrett on bass and drummer Izzak Houston. 

These days Knowles lives with his partner 
and children in Parnell, but is a frequent 
visitor to his former home turf.  

Racing toured both North and South 
Islands before Christmas, wowing crowds 
with well known songs like Run Wild. 

“On a personal note we’d like to keep us-
ing the [Depot] studio, says Pettersen. “But 
this community also has a great history of 
music going way back and we just want other 
young people to have the same.”

Tickets for the gig, with support band 
CCTV, are $45 from Humanitix.com. All 
the proceeds go to the Depot. “We want to 
see all the old faces – and the young faces,” 
Pettersen says.

Back in town... Racing’s Ed Knowles (above) formed the band with fellow former Check Sven Pettersen (below)

Check it out: Depot alumni stage studio fundraiser 
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A reporter with several years’ 
experience to join the team at 
the Devonport Flagstaff and 
Rangitoto Observer fortnightly 
newspapers. 

You will produce general news 
stories, as well as reporting on 
sports, arts and local-body politics, 
writing longer features, taking 
photos and generating news leads 
from community contacts. 

Excellent opportunities exist to 
build on these skills to take on an 
editing, layout and management 
role.

Send CV and covering letter to 
Managing Editor, Rob Drent at 
rob@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

WANTED:

Playwright and director Geoff Allen has 
cast his net wide with his latest production, 
a thrilling drama set in deep water. 

He thinks the play Shark in a Boat, with 
its action centred on the sea, is the first of its 
type in New Zealand. 

It is also attracting some newcomers to 
the audience in its run at the Rose Centre in 
Belmont this week. 

“The fishing guys are really excited. It’s 
the first time they're coming along to see a 
piece of theatre,” he says of intrigued mates. 

Allen says he has drawn on the tension 
of the film Jaws and his own family’s fish-
ing pursuits to inform the interactions of 
characters on a fishing charter to the Three 
Kings Islands. 

Inevitably, things go wrong, revealing 
their very different reasons for being on-
board.  “It’s a very physical play,” he says.

He’s written around 10 plays – not 
counting his nearly 60 children’s pieces, 
with Allen being well-known locally for 
running Devonport Drama, which he set up 
23 years ago. 

He has also managed the Rose Centre for 
the last three and a half years, and is enjoy-
ing its evolution into offering more art and 
community-focused classes. 

Shark has given Allen the opportunity 
to cast some favourite actors against type, 

including well-known local Suzie Samp-
son. “She plays a tough, hard-nosed Aussie 
skipper.” 

They met years ago through Shakespeare 
productions. Young North Shore talents he 
has had his eye on are Meg Andrews and 
Max Easey, both of whom he got to know 
through PumpHouse circles, and Joseph 
Wycoff, with whom he has worked before. 

“Because I work with such large casts 

of kids, I just wanted to keep this simple,” 
he said. 

He picked rather than auditioned his adult 
cast and kept to a short rehearsal schedule 
giving them input into refining the play. 

A just-completed season at Pitt St Theatre 
in the city helped with fine-tuning before its 
Rose Centre opening on Tuesday. 

It runs until Friday 14 March. Tickets are 
available through iticket.co.nz.

All at sea... Shark in a Boat actors (from left) Suzie Sampson, Max Easey, 
Meg Andrews and Joseph Wycoff

Fishers reeled in by new play’s seagoing subject matter  

www.thevic.co.nz | (09) 446 0100 | 48 Victoria Road

SHOWING NOW 
Black Bag (M) 93min
Firebrand (M) 121min
Hard Truths (M) 98min
I’m Still Here (M) 137min
Lucky Winners (M) 103min
Black Dog (M) 110min
Every Little Thing (E) 94min
The Last Journey (M) 95min
Mickey 17 (M) 137min
Spit (M) 102min
Tinā (M) 126min
Bird (R16) 119min

COMING SOON
Snow White (PG) 110min 19 Mar
The Last Showgirl (M) 89min 20 Mar
The Rule of Jenny Pen (R16) 106min 20 Mar
For more info, screenings & events check our website

Thanks 
to our partners 
and supporters
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 48 Stanley Point Road

1,218sqm 4 4

Price by Negotiation

Phone for viewing times

Linda Simmons 027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

A Masterclass in Heritage Renovation

Celebrating a seamless blend of past, present, and future, this early 1900s villa sits on a kiwi quarter-

acre site and has been meticulously restored into a high-tech modern masterpiece. With the

expertise of Paul Spooner and award-winning Broswick Builders, the owners have crafted a

luxurious, high-spec home featuring automation, lift access, solar-powered heating and cooling,

and double glazing for year-round comfort and efficiency. Every detail has been carefully

considered, respecting its heritage while embracing modern luxury.

This exceptional home must be seen to be believed—call me now to view!

bayleys.co.nz/1470729

bayleys.co.nz
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