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Hanging out... Esmeralda Touchaud (left), aged 11, with the Donaldson siblings, Caleb, 8, and Juno, 11, at the opening 
of the upgraded Allenby Reserve playground. Story, more photos, pages 28-29.

Fair on the Hill photo 
spread... p12-13

Well-balanced trio enjoys new playground

To page 2

The chair of the Devonport Business Asso-
ciation has resigned suddenly and another 
member has also stepped down.

Rob Vickery, an outspoken leader who ad-
vocated change for the association away from 
funding public events, resigned at the board’s 
March meeting after only six months as chair. 
The venture capitalist said the departure of 
his business from the Devonport Business 

Improvement District (BID)  made his role 
on the DBA board untenable.

Prior to the March  board meeting,  mem-
ber Alistair Davidson submitted his resigna-
tion, saying he lacked the spare time to put 
work into the voluntary DBA position.

The resignations come after a tumultuous 
year for the board, which before Vickery be-
came chair faced heavy criticism from some 

members over the handling of submissions 
on Auckland Transport changes to  pedestrian 
crossings, bus stops and car parks on Victoria 
Rd. The board is also in the throes of devel-
oping a new strategic plan.

Board member Michael Moughan, the 
principal of commercial law firm Devon 
Lane, has become chair, with another board 

Shake-up at Devonport Business Association
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Devonport authors Olivia Spooner and Sheryl Beaumont are enjoying 
parallel success with best-selling novels that are both set in wartime 
and more recent eras. 

Both works were in the Booksellers Aotearoa New Zealand Top 10 at 
the same time last month.  Spooner’s The Girl from London has been on 
the list since it launched in November. It is still selling strongly. Beau-
mont’s The War Photographers, joined the list soon after publication 
last month, but with a small print run it dropped out, pending a reprint. 

The women, who know each other slightly through having had 
children at Takapuna Grammar School at the same time, were happy 
to get together for a Flagstaff photograph.  

Beaumont, who is an accountant, said she attended Spooner’s book 
launch and was struck by the similarities of using World War II as a 
backdrop and placing descendants of key characters in later eras, though 
their novels were stylistically quite different. “Mine is heavier on crime.”

Spooner, a former pharmacist who owns the Booklover store in 
Milford, said her take on the popular historical-fiction genre had a 
New Zealand focus. The Girl from London tells the story of a young 
teacher who accompanies children from war-torn England on a peril-
ous journey south, with tragedy striking on her return voyage on MS 
Rangitane. Her fourth book, due out in November, also has a war-time 
setting, partly in Egypt, where her grandfather served.  
• Beaumont’s parallel careers, page 37.

Gone after six months…Rob Vickery 

member, software entrepreneur Bruce Grant, 
taking up a new role as deputy chair.

Moughan said the board had been working 
towards a refreshment of the DBA’s 2022- 
2025 Strategic Plan and was looking forward 
to engaging with the BID membership soon 
on some new ideas and plans.

Moughan said Vickery formally resigned 
as chair and from the board by email on 13 
March. Though there was technically scope 
for a person without a property or business 
inside the BID to be on the board or chair as 
an associate member, “it would be quite un-
usual for the board to be chaired by someone 
who is no longer a full member and we can 
understand Rob’s decision to step down from 
the role as he focuses on growing his business 
internationally.”

By the time Vickery became chair, the 
criticism of works on Victoria Rd had large-
ly abated and the board was refocused on 
developing a revised strategy, Moughan said. 

“Rob was an enthusiastic board member 
and as chair provided much-needed lead-
ership. Importantly, he placed a renewed 
emphasis on seeking feedback from the wider 

membership, and was responsive to it.” 
Moughan said he hoped to develop a plan 

to encourage businesses to relocate or start 
up in Devonport to meet gaps in community 
demands. Lobbying for improvements to 
Lake Rd was also a priority. In the short 
term, he wanted to identify four or five key 
board priorities and then develop detailed 
plans “that have wide support and enable us 
to deliver results”.

Vickery said in a statement that with the 
growth of his firm in overseas markets, it had 
decided not to renew the lease on office space 
in Devonport. “Without a formal base within 
the BID jurisdiction, it has made my role as a 
board member and chair untenable.

“During my time as chair, we began to 
rethink the DBA’s strategy and tactics to 
deliver measurable value to local businesses. 
I look forward to seeing how this develops.”

All change at top of Devoport business group

Snap... Olivia Spooner (left) and Sheryl Beaumont, with 
their latest novels      
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Takapuna Grammar School (TGS) runner Asha Edwards is 
heading into this month’s Auckland Secondary School Athletics 
Championships having broken a regional record at the North 
Harbour Zone Day. 

The 15-year-old won the intermediate girls 3000m at the 6 
March zone day at AUT Millennium in 9:57.41, smashing the 
previous College Sport record of 10:12.29 set in March 2019 
and the Auckland Athletics record of 9:59.79. 

She was a massive 45 seconds ahead of the second place-get-
ter.

She also won the meet’s intermediate girls 1500m, in a time 
of 4:52.89 seconds.  

Asha told the Flagstaff she was aiming for a 10-minute time 
in the 3000m race and was in “disbelief” when she saw the 
clock from a distance and saw she was on pace to run under it. 

“My original aim was to qualify for Auckland Champs in 
both the 1500m and the 3000m, but producing the time that I 
ran felt pretty incredible.”

She said her record-breaking performance made the zone day 
one of the highlights of her athletics season.

Asha’s next goal is to finish in the top three in the 3000m 
and “be in the mix” for the 1500m events at the College Sport 
Auckland Athletics Championships on 26 March. 

“I have been performing well recently, with a couple of PBs, 
so I am trying to hold this form in preparation for the last couple 
of events of the track season.” 

Among other TGS athletes who will be competing with hopes 
of medals at the championships are Kate Hallie (shot put, discus), 
Sascha Letica (1500m and 3000m), Connor Brady (shot put, 
discus, 100m), Samantha Lathwood (long jump, 100m, 200m) 
and her sister Jessica (long jump, triple jump), all of whom who 
won at least one event at the Harbour zone day.  Last weekend 
Hallie also won the under  20 shotput at the NZ Athletics national 
championships in Wellington. 

Devonport resident Asha said once the athletics season ends 
she will focus on cross-country running, with the hope of even-
tually competing overseas. 

“My training mate Sascha Letica is running in Kenya this 
year and it would be great to one day follow in her footsteps 
and compete internationally.”

Flying high... Takapuna Grammar School’s Asha 
Edwards exceeded her own expectations in 
smashing a regional 3000m intermediate girls’ 
record at a recent North Harbour Zone Day

TGS runner breaks record ahead of schools champs 
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22 Wynyard St, Devonport | 09 446 0934  
Offers valid 2nd – 30th March 2024, or while stocks last

AUTUMN SALE
UP TO 60% OFF

Lighting – Fabrics – Wallpaper – Furniture

S H O P  O N L I N E  AT

www.fireflynz.com

Covid no barrier as mum enjoys Jacko’s big win
Nerida Gill managed to see her son Jacko beat rival Tom Walsh to the 
national shot-put title for the second year in a row last weekend, even 
though she had Covid.

She and husband Walter travelled to Wellington to support Jacko, 
along with other athletes they coach, at the New Zealand champion-
ships. 

Both of them came down with Covid and Walter injured his back, 
but Nerida was undeterred, heading to the Newtown Park venue and 
watching her son’s performance from outside the stadium.  

“I was jumping for joy behind the fence,” she told the Flagstaff. “I 
had a big smile on my face but you couldn’t see it through the mask.” 

Unfortunately, Walter’s back was so sore he had to sit in the car 
nearby. 

Although both Walsh and Gill were throwing below their best, the 
competition “was intense”, Nerida said. Gill defended his title with a 
best throw of 21.57m to finish just six centimetres ahead of  Walsh, 
who two weeks earlier took silver at the world indoor championships 
in Glasgow.

“It’s always amazing to get a win over Tom,” Nerida said. “To come 
out on top by six centimetres shows how close it was.” 

After the meet, Jacko had headed to Russell as part of  a week off, 
but was looking for a gym so he could still do some training during 
the break, Nerida said. “He finds if he takes even a week off doing 
weights, he feels sore coming back to it.”

Jacko (29) will travel to Europe for more competitions a couple 
of months ahead of the Olympics, which start in  Paris in late July. 

His mother will be in Paris for the shot put final, hopefully in the 
stands this time, not behind the fence. 
•  Gill’s fellow Takapuna Grammar School (TGS) alumnus polevaulter 
Eliza McCartney jumped 4.70m to clinch another national crown, with 
another former TGS athlete, Imogen Ayris, coming second. Devonport 
runners Thomas Cowan and James Ford took first and second place 
in the under-20 800m, while Bayswater shotputter Kate Hallie (17)  
came first in the U20 shotput.

Champions... Jacko Gill during 
the national championships 
in Wellington last weekend. 
Inset: Eliza McCartney, who 
won the women’s pole vault 
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Relief creator wants rethink on plinth removal

Fixed-Term, Part-Time  
Teacher Aide, Vauxhall School

Join our team as a Teacher Aide! We’re 
seeking an enthusiastic individual to provide 
one-on-one support to a 5-year-old boy in 
a play-based environment. This part-time 
position entails working school days from 
9-11 am until the end of the year. The role may 
extend. If you’re passionate about working 
with children and making a positive impact, 
please register your interest by emailing   
garyl@vauxhall.school.nz by Friday 5 April.

The designer of two topographical plinths on 
the top of Takarunga is upset at the intention 
to remove one of them, saying the small and 
large plinths belong together and are much 
appreciated by visitors.

Richard Tong, a former Devonport Bor-
ough Council deputy town clerk, said he was 
disappointed the Tūpuna Maunga Authority 
(TMA) had not contacted him about their 
significance. It had been his idea to make 
the bronze reliefs to commemorate the cen-
tenary of the borough in 1986, after he had 
left the council to become an environmental 
consultant. 

The TMA recently gained planning approv-
al for pedestrian enhancements on the tihi, 
which its application said would include the 
removal of the smaller plinth. This was to al-
low better pedestrian movement and because 
it repeated information on the larger plinth. 

“There’s no duplication. The big one 
shows Devonport the size of a thumbnail,” 
Tong said. He hoped the TMA would think 
again, as the plinths were always envisaged 
as companion pieces. 

The larger is around 2.4m in diameter and 
outlines geographic features in a 360deg view 
from the summit, as far as the Coromandel 
peninsula and Hauraki Gulf islands. The 
smaller has a representation of Devonport 
itself, with local features including the Navy 
Base, Domain and other parks, beaches and 
public buildings.  

A TMA spokesperson told the Flagstaff its 
intended work on the tihi was given a green 
light by Auckland Council on 22 February. 

“In line with returning the tihi back to as 
natural a state as possible, removal of one of 
the plinths reduces the number of built forms 
on the tihi,” she said. The larger plinth would 
be refurbished, with additional locations in te 
reo Maori for a more accurate and improved 
customer experience. 

The tihi work is not expected to start for 
several months and in the meantime the TMA 
said it will hold talks about relocating the 
smaller plinth. The local board, Tong, and any 
other relevant user group would be included.  
“We are still working through the process for 
the relocation.”

Asked if this might see the plinth retained 

on the maunga  after all, the spokesman said: 
“At this stage no decision has been made.”

The aim of work on the summit is to create 
more green space by removing the former 
main carpark and to add more seating and 
landscaping. Trees above the remaining small 
car-park will be removed to open up views to 
Rangitoto. The fate of an RSA plaque in this 
vicinity is yet to be decided, with the RSA, 
like Tong, saying it had hoped the TMA would 
have got in touch.  

Tong said this week that he had contacted 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair, 
Toni van Tonder, who is a representative on 
the TMA board. He understood a meeting 
would be held with her and TMA staff.  

Devonport Museum chair Alastair Fletcher 
said the museum would be happy to take the 
smaller plinth if it was removed. Devonport 
Heritage has not specifically considered the 
plinths to date, but its deputy chair, Trish 
Deans, said TMA work planned generally 
on the maunga was nothing like controver-
sial TMA changes at Mt Albert, where tree 
removal plans had sparked court action by 
residents. “We’re staying out of it. It’s not 
like Mt Albert,” she said. 

Tong said he had been disappointed to see 
several of the locator name plates on the larger 
plinth had been stolen, including those for the 
Pacific Ocean and Hauraki Gulf. 

But he was amused at an addition – bridges  
added “quite professionally” between land-
forms to denote the Auckland Harbour Bridge 
and the Upper Harbour Bridge.

Tong, who has long held an interest in 
metal casting, designed the plinths and drew 
on labour from a PEP (project employment 
programme) worker. The council paid found-
ry fees. The larger plinth was based on a relief 
map from the Auckland Regional Council. At 
one stage Tong had a mock-up of the plinth in 
the lounge of his Albert Rd home.

The supplied map’s orientation was later 
found by local mathematician Garry Tee to 
be wrong so a new model was made a decade 
or so later.

Tong said he was open to changes to the 
plinths. He had expected the TMA might 
contact him about translating some of the 
names. But artists had rights.  “The new owner 
of something can’t just decide they don’t like 
something. The main thing they should do is 
they should consult, and they haven’t.”

Disappointed... Richard Tong came up with the idea of the plinths on Takarunga 
in the 1980s 
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If you are looking to be part of a dynamic, high-performing and award-winning team that
makes a difference in people’s lives, gives back to the community, and strives to get the
very best results for our clients, we would love to hear from you. This is a full-time admin
position based in our wonderful new waterfront office at 33 King Edward Parade in
Devonport. If you would like to know more, you are welcome to call Linda for a
confidential chat, or check out our ad on Seek.co.nz.

WE NEED YOUWE NEED YOU

Team Linda Simmons
FOR MARKETING THAT SELLS

& SERVICE THAT ASTOUNDS

027 459 0957
linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

For further information, please email
Andrea Sutton: andrea.sutton@bayleys.co.nz 
or to apply visit www.seek.co.nz/job/74351556

Could you be our next Campaign Coordinator?

With a focus on MARKETING THAT SELLS and SERVICE THAT ASTOUNDS,
there is an opening in our growing business for a new team member to
focus on ensuring that our CAMPAIGNS RUN LIKE CLOCKWORK.

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 28A Waterview Road

5 2 3 2

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 11 Apr 2024

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna, Auckland

ViewSat/Sun 1-1.30pm

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

Emma Lynskey021 803 873

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Spacious, sunny and stylish family home

Families will love the spacious, flexible floorplan, extensive grounds and peaceful location of this

Stanley Bay home with swimming pool, tucked away on a 943sqm site on the ever-sunny north-

facing side of popular Waterview Road. The weatherboard residence was crafted in 2009 in a

classic style, with period features seamlessly woven into the design and complemented with

modern essentials, including a brand-new chef’s kitchen at the hub of the open plan family living

area that flows to the pool, covered patio, spa and lush gardens providing endless space for living

and entertaining. You will love the feeling of forever being on holiday at home.

bayleys.co.nz/1470661

bayleys.co.nz
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North Shore bowlers demolish foes’ top order 
North Shore Cricket Club  premiers took 
seven wickets in an hour against Cornwall 
last Saturday, putting themselves in a domi-
nant position in their final match of the Hed-
ley Howarth Auckland two-day competition.

Shore batted first at Devonport Domain, 
posting 161 for 10 in 76.2 overs.

Runs came in small partnerships for 
Shore, with Simon Keene (32) and Will 
Clarke (21) the only two batters in the top 
six to surpass 20. 

At 105/7, the lower order were required 
to step up. 

Ben Wall played an intelligent and 
disciplined innings for 16 runs, but it was 
the partnership between Rory Bessell and 
Jordan Gatley that gave Shore some mo-
mentum. 

The duo put on 46 runs for the 9th wick-
et: Bessell scored 18 off 85, and Gatley 27 
off 51. 

With about an hour left in the day, Shore 
took the field, aiming for a couple of wickets 
before the day wrapped up. They ended up 
with seven. 

Poles went flying, catches were held in 
the slip cordon, and a couple of LBWs were 
in the mix. 

All four bowlers picked up wickets: 
Keene took three for 11, Bessell two for 
16,  Will Clarke one for six and Gatley one 
without conceding a run.  

Cornwall are 35/7 heading into the sec-

ond day, giving Shore a good chance at a 
big result.   

A win would guarantee a good finish for 
2023-2024 – an excellent result considering 

the club was in the relegation zone before 
Christmas.

The second day’s play starts this Saturday 
at Devonport Domain from 11am.

uprealestate.co.nz/26747989 
Ivy Jackson-Mee  021 111 5661     Patrick McCarthy  0272 333 988

View: 2.30-3.15pm Saturday and Sunday

Set sale date: 4pm Wednesday 10 April (unless sold prior)

Discover breathtaking panoramic views at the end of Stanley Point 
Rd in Stanley Point. This private sanctuary offers harbourside living 
with stunning views over the Auckland skyline. A thoughtfully 
designed interior blends modern comfort with timeless charm, with 
floor-to-ceiling windows and native timber floors. The main bedroom 
offers expansive views, and a large deck provides tranquillity. Enjoy 
water access through Blair Park, just two doors away.

2/104 Stanley Point Road, Devonport

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

3 22 1

Got him... Simon Keene and Adi Dhadwal celebrate one of Keene’s wickets 
last weekend   PHOTO: ROGER BRITTENDEN
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Experienced professionals you
can trust for personalised

wellness, including gut, head,
and heart health and immunity.

     globalhealthclinics.co.nz            09 488 0208

     409 Lake Road, Takapuna, Auckland, 0622

     info@globalhealthclinics.co.nz 

     global.health.clinics

Scan to  
Find Out More

Local spending slashed in  
‘pay less, get less’ option  

Spending on local playgrounds, sports 
facilities, park paths and benches, public 
toilets, community houses, library repairs 
and beach pontoons will be slashed if 
a new council funding proposal goes 
ahead.
Hopes of progressing a sports hub at 
Woodall Park would be gone. Better 
lighting at Windsor Reserve, path 
upgrades at Northboro Reserve and 
heritage fixes would be some of the 
hoped for upgrades also on the line.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
stands to lose well more than half 
its capital budget if a “pay less and 
get less” rating system is adopted 
after current public consultations on 
Auckland’s Long Term Plan.

Board chair Toni van Tonder said she 
was shocked by figures supplied by 
council staff recently from modelling 
for the 2025-26 financial year. 

Projections showed a 58 per cent 
annual cut, from $5.1 million to $2.1m, 
for the community-facilities works 
programme. 

“That’s the budget your local board 
has available to renew our assets or 
build any new ones,” said van Tonder. 

The ‘pay less, get less’ option is one of 
three the public can comment on until 

28 March. Van Tonder is urging people 
to reject it.  

Setting rates lower than a proposed 
7.5 per cent rise would come at a big 
cost to the community, she said. 

Playgrounds could be decom-
missioned for lack of money to repair 
them.

Van Tonder said the board knew it 
faced a 21.5 per cent cut to its capital 
funding for 2025-26 under the council’s 
‘central’ proposal, due to a shift to 
equity funding that hits asset-rich 
boards hardest. 

But coupled with the lower-rates 
scenario, the loss was shocking.  

Equity funding has been wrapped 
into a new phrase, ‘fairer funding’, in 
questions on the rating scenario. 

“Unless the public says no to fairer 
funding, we will see our assets either 
sit and degrade, or be shut down 
completely when we can’t afford to fix 
them,” van Tonder said.

Like rubbish bin removal – which was 
mentioned in council’s annual budget 
consultation last year, but is only now 
being implemented and sinking in with 
the public – she cautions the “devil is 
always in the detail”. 

Go to akhaveyoursay.nz/ourplan

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Lynda Betts
Experience 
does make  
a difference

Ph 021 278 3024
E: lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Devonport Library

Tēnā koutou katoa
UPCOMING LIBRARY EVENTS

SUNDAY 24TH MARCH  2.30PM – 4PM
Join us for the launch of best-selling 

author Karen McMillan’s latest novel, 
Turbulent Threads.  A passionate tale of 
freedom and love in Victorian Dunedin 
during extraordinary times. Suddenly 

orphaned at twenty, Greer Gillies 
is reduced to working as a servant 
at Larnach Castle, a far cry from her 

dreams of literature, fashion and music. 
A beautifully imagined account that 
captures the essence of a historical 

milestone when women’s voices rose 
above the tumult. Books on sale.

TUESDAY 26TH MARCH 7PM – 9PM
The DLA are delighted to launch  

Te Awhina Arahanga’s second book 
Tsunami With Mushrooms. A Devonport 
local for many years she earned her title 

‘poet in the corner’ composing many 
of her works in the Library. Her work is 
spiced, quirky, always fresh and always 

from a place of aroha. She is a delightful 
and engaging speaker. Roger Steele, 
chair for the evening, is her publisher 

and friend. Join us for a delicious 
evening of conversation, poetry and 

stories. Books on sale. Koha appreciated.
APRIL 13TH – 27TH

Get ready for the school holidays! 
The theme this term is Secrets Under 

the Sea. We will be doing arts and crafts 
in the Community Room on Tuesday 

afternoons and Friday mornings, 
as well as scavenger hunts and 

collaborative colouring. Check out our 
Facebook page or visit OurAuckland.

aucklandcouncil.govt.nz for more 
information.

And…..Don’t forget the  
Auckland Council Consultation on the 
Long-Term Plan.  Closes March 28th.

Ma Te Wa!

0 

Garden Design Devonport 
Whether you are planning a garden 

refresh or a full renovation, let us work 
with you to define your vision so that 

you can proceed with a plan. 

Call Steve on 021 345 694 

steve@naturalgardens.co.nz 

Instagram @natural.gardens 

 

Landscape Design Devonport
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North Shore United’s new first-team coach is 
confident his side can pick up where they left 
off last season to earn promotion back to the 
upper North Island’s top division.

Shore finished sixth in the championship 
last season, but ended the competition strong-
ly, giving the side confidence they can finish 
in a top-two spot this year to earn promotion 
to the Northern League, head coach Dave 
Fahy said.

“We didn’t start very well, but if the last 14 
games were a league of their own, we were 
the second-best team.”

The 37-year-old said he wants the team to 
play an “aggressive, high-energy” pressing 
style out of possession and to keep the ball 
in possession, moving it through the wide 
channels to progress play.

“We want to get the ball back as quickly 
as possible.”

Fahy said the side has looked great in 

passages during preseason, and that a few 
“individual errors” leading to conceding 
goals should be ironed out before the season 
gets under way.

“That’s kind of normal in pre-season where 
the lads are getting to grips and obviously 
fitness mightn’t have been where it needs to 
be, so decision-making and concentration can 
kind of wane a bit.”

A personal trainer by trade, Fahy has been 
utilising his skills during the nine-week 
pre-season to get the players as fit as possible, 
ready to maximise an aggressive press during 
the season.

“We want the lads going in feeling strong, 
feeling fit.

“We did our re-fitness testing last night and 
all the boys came in with very good times so 
it looks like, fitness-wise, we’re ready to go.”

With half of last season’s players having 
departed, many new faces are included.

“We’ve brought in some good players so 
we’re confident in the squad we’ve got and 
the squad we’re building,” Fahy said.

The championship has an element of un-
known to it this season, with nine of the 12 
sides having new coaches, but Fahy predicts 
it will be  a tough and competitive league.

A North Shore player from 2011-2017, 
Fahy rejoined the club last season, originally 
as a fitness coach for the first team then 
becoming the U-23s head coach, and even-
tually first-team assistant halfway through 
last season.

The first team coaching role was offered to 
Fahy after Dylan Burn’s departure.  

North Shore’s first match is at home at 
Allen Hill Stadium against Metro F.C. this 
Saturday, 23 March. 

Fahy is “quietly confident” his side can win 
despite the Mt Albert club’s attacking threat.

Kick-off is at 3pm. 

United fit and ready under trainer-turned-coach

Going for it... North Shore United’s Andrew Abba taking on a Birkenhead United player during a preseason game.  
Right: New first-team coach Dave Fahy is confident his side can earn promotion to the Northern League this season. 

BINS IN A HURRY

QUICK TURN OVER
BINS IN A HURRY

QUICK TURN OVER

BINS IN A HURRY

QUICK TURN OVER
BINS IN A HURRY

QUICK TURN OVER

BINS IN A HURRY

QUICK TURN OVER

We 

hand sort  

every skip...  

To recycle  

more!
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PRECISION SKIN CANCER CARE
Dermatologist, Dr David Lim

www.skintel.co.nz 0800 SKINTEL

Affiliated providers of:

Young star faces squashed international calendar
Promising Devonport squash player Aggie 
Griffiths is about to embark on a sports 
odyssey which could see her play up to 12 
matches in 10 days.

She travels across the Tasman on April 7 to 
play in the Australian Junior Open, Oceania 
championships and then a junior test series 
against Australia in Melbourne as part of the 
New Zealand team.

“Sometimes it’s nerve-racking – but it’s 
fun,” she says of the programme ahead.

She’s played some of the Australians 
before and expects the competition to be 
“fierce”.

Aggie, who turns 14 just after the test 
series, found out about her selection as an 
under-15 rep in the New Zealand team in 
February.

Since then the B-2 grade player has upped 
her training programme to include a number 
of national and regional championships, as 
well as continuing to work hard with her 
coaches, Manu and Rafa Yam and Paul 
Hornsby.

She played in the recent Waitangi Open at 
North Shore Squash Club – even combining 
with her father, Nick, to finish as joint win-
ners in the mixed doubles.

Representing New Zealand juniors is the 
latest sporting highlight for Aggie, following 
on from playing for the New Zealand sec-
ondary schools team in 2023, and coming 
runner-up in the New Zealand under-15 
squash champs last season.

She gets a real thrill out of playing in the 
New Zealand strip.

For New Zealand secondary schools “we 
played with matching ribbons in our hair 
with New Zealand colours. The uniform had 
the silver fern.”

While enjoying the atmosphere and sup-
port of playing for the New Zealand team, 
squash is very much an individual sport, 
which brings its own challenges.

“Its much easier playing a team sport 
because if you lose not all the blame is on 
you,” says Aggie. 

• Belmont Park player Ella Lash has made 

the junior team in the under-19 age-group, 
while Devonport Squash Club’s Justine 
Pausch is a reserve in the girls under-17 
division. 

Black shirt... Thirteen-year-old Aggie Griffiths gets a thrill out of donning  
New Zealand colours
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Sun shines and funseekers climb to         Devonport Primary’s Fair on the Hill

Fun of the fair... (clockwise from top) Dulice Curren (4) and Will 
Delaney (5) on the ferris wheel; Nicole (left) and Stephen (right) 
de Vrij with son and Devonport Primary pupil Finn (10) watching 
the activities from a grassy bank; and Jayne and Sean McAnally 
with son and Devonport Primary pupil Xander (8).

Crowds flocked to 
Devonport Primary School’s 

Fair on the Hill in perfect 
autumnal conditions last 
Saturday, enjoying a kapa 
haka performance, talent 
show, live music, rides, 

games, market stalls and 
more – along with the 

school’s enviable Hauraki 
Gulf views. Funds were 

raised for improvements to 
the school’s outdoor areas.
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Sun shines and funseekers climb to         Devonport Primary’s Fair on the Hill

 
Enrolment for Out of Zone 

Students for 2019  
 

Devonport Primary School  
invites applications for  

out of zone enrolments in  
Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

for 2019  
 

Applications close: ​​17th Oct  
Ballot Date (if required) ​​- 24th Oct  

 
Please contact the school for  

application forms, or an  
opportunity to visit.  

445 0183 
office@devonport.school.nz 

www.devonportschool.nz 
  

 
Enrolment for Out of Zone 

Students for 2019  
 

Devonport Primary School  
invites applications for  

out of zone enrolments in  
Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

for 2019  
 

Applications close: ​​17th Oct  
Ballot Date (if required) ​​- 24th Oct  

 
Please contact the school for  

application forms, or an  
opportunity to visit.  

445 0183 
office@devonport.school.nz 

www.devonportschool.nz 
  

ENROLMENTS FOR TERM 2 2024
Devonport Primary operates an 
enrolment scheme, details are 

available from the school office.
Application for out-of-zone places, 

across all ages, are invited for 
admission from 29 April with a deadline 
of 28 April. If required, a ballot will be 
held, and parents notified on 29 April. 
Multiple out-of-zone enrolment ballots 

may be held throughout 2024.
If planning to enrol later in 2024. 

please contact the school as soon 
as possible to assist our planning.

Mixing it up... (clockwise from 
top left) Devonport Primary 
pupils Imogen MacDonald, 
Harr iet  Upton,  and Elva 
Curren (all 7) after Harriet and 
Imogen had their hair done 
at the mermaid-braids stall; 
Vauxhall School pupil Emilia 
Dykes (8) flies high on the 
bungy; Devonport Primary’s 
kapa haka group in action; 
Devonport resident Marie 
McNaughton with parents 
Diane and Bob enjoying a 
drink in the sun; North Shore 
Cricket Club players Dominic 
Reed, Ben Gray, Josh Hanna 
and Zachary Loveday-Rhodes 
(all 11) made a post-match visit 
to the fair; and Mason Gregory 
(9) sprinting to see what speed 
he can score on the police 
officer’s speed radar.
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By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

It’s not every day a simple journalism assign-
ment turns into a marriage. But that’s what 
happened to Devonport Flagstaff/Rangitoto 
Observer reporter Anneka Brown. 

When sent in 2020 to talk to ASB bank 
customers about the pending closure of the 
Devonport branch, Anneka interviewed 

builder Jesse Widgery who was working on a 
local job. In the office later, Anneka admitted 
she was quite taken by young Jesse, but had 
fumbled the business cards in her pocket and 
was unable to give him one. 

Undeterred, she tracked him down on 
Facebook. Finding he seemed single, she 
messaged him her number in case he wanted 
to chat further. It transpired Jesse was quite 
taken with the young reporter as well. After 
a first coffee date, he cut short a planned 
holiday road trip to see her again sooner.

Anneka, who was with us for a year, went 
on to complete a Bachelor of Communica-
tions at AUT. 

Anneka and Jesse’s wedding was earlier 
this month. All the best to the happy couple.

The huge public reaction to the removal of 
public rubbish bins on the Devonport Penin-
sula is totally understandable. I can see the 
logic of removing them in certain settings: 
the DoC estate and remote Auckland beaches 
like Anawhata and Karekare, where a pack-
in, pack-out policy regarding litter seems to 
work well. But in an urban tourist destination 
like Devonport, removing the bins doesn’t 
make practical sense. I can’t see people 
taking their fish-and-chip papers home after 
a picnic by the beach. The remaining bins 
will be filled and brimming over, creating 
new problems for the council.

Likewise, for dog droppings. Will owners 
really take them home if no bin is handy?

A $1 million-a-year saving from reducing 
bins across Auckland isn’t much considering 
the downside                                         

Is the ‘Keep New Zealand Beautiful’ 
approach, drummed into my generation at 
school, no longer considered worthwhile at 
Auckland Council?            

As with the recent changes to what can 
and can’t be recycled, residents are being 
asked to do a lot of extra work to be good 
citizens.

How often do you see an 80-year-old leap 
onto a chair then onto the stage at a gig?

Geoff Chapple did just that at his 80th 
birthday party at Harmony Hall a couple of 
weeks ago, with all the confidence and ease 
of a teenager. 

The star of the night – alongside Chapple 
himself – was the music. 

We enjoyed a great set from Don 
McGlashan, who played with Chapple in 
From Scratch many years ago. Chapple 
played banjo on a song with Clifton Gap, a 
band he was part of in the 1960s. 

Many of the musicians came from the 
ranks of those who play regularly at Harmo-
ny Hall. Chapple, who has had an incredible 
life as a journalist, writer, musician and 
pioneer of the Te Araroa trail, has been a 
regular attender at the Friday open-mic 
nights at the venue. Any budding musicians 
would be well advised to consider heading 
along to a session. 

Independent FinancialAdvice
Individuals and Businesses
Callme for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.
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WELCOME BACK TO
THE DEVONPORT  
TEAM 

HARCOURTS
WORLDWIDENO.1

RE
IN

ZAGENCY
OF THE YEAR

MEDIUM ALL 
DISCIPLINES 
AWARDS 23

Grant Speedy
M 0274 511 800 

Monika Bak
M 021 857 765

Welcome to the
Devonport team
Grant & Monika

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Save this dateSave this date
THURSDAY 4 APRIL

1PM SHOTGUN START 
WAITEMATA GOLF CLUB

BELMONT PARK RACQUETS CLUB 
GOLF CLASSIC

Ambrose  Format
Teams of 4 or enter as an individual 

and we will place you in a team

• Male and female golfers
• Handicap or non-handicap
• Anyone can play – member of our club or not
• $100 per player
•  $690 incl GST to sponsor a hole  

(this includes a team of 4)

We would love  your support  to  ensure a fantastic  turnout  and successWe would love  your support  to  ensure a fantastic  turnout  and success

This fun event is to fundraise towards  
additional tennis courts for our popular club.  
The project site has been cleared, quotations 

and funding are being sought  
– exciting times ahead!

CONTACT REX: rex_grey@me.com or 021 029 37884

www.belmontracquets.co.nz



The Devonport Flagstaff  Page 16 March 22, 2024

Devonport 09 446 2030
Proud Sponsor Of

North Shore Rugby Club

4 2 1

2 1 1

Devonport
32 Hanlon Cresent

2

1

Devonport
32 Summer Street

Charm and Character on Summer 
Set in the heart of the highly sought-after Summer Street, this beautiful villa offers a blend of
timeless elegance and modern convenience. This elevated four-bedroom, 622sqm freehold
property offers two bathrooms, large living spaces, high ceilings and timber floors. Many original
features with classic appeal have been complemented and enhanced. Bi-fold windows and
French doors connect the lounge to the deck which is perfect for dining and entertaining along
with a spacious, flat landscaped garden. Quiet and peaceful, private and safe, with a well-renowed
family-friendly vibe, Summer Street residents enjoy a real sense of community. The location is
close to Stanley Bay school and Devonport village is within walking distance, including beaches,
cafes and ferry. This is an outstanding opportunity to make the most of this much-loved home.

Maria Stevens
021 979 084
maria.stevens@harcourts.co.nz

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale
$2,750,000

View
As advertised or by appointment
harcourts.net/L25835858

Devonport 09 446 2030
Proud Sponsor Of

North Shore Rugby Club

Perfect Blend of Comfort and Outdoor Living
Meticulously renovated for the owners' pleasure, this residence exudes a perfect blend of comfort
and outdoor living. Featuring two spacious double bedrooms, one of which boasts an ensuite and
a walk-in wardrobe. The heart of the home is an open-plan kitchen, dining, and lounge area, bi-
fold doors open up this space to the outside seamlessly. As you step outside, be greeted by a very
private north-facing deck and garden - the ideal spot for al fresco dining and relaxation. A large
garage with a workshop provides ample space for storage and creative endeavours. For those who
appreciate outdoor activities, take a leisurely stroll down to the nearby golf course or pristine
Narrow Neck beach. Embrace the coastal lifestyle and create lasting memories with friends and
family.

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Marissa Muirhead
021 337 222
marissa.muirhead@harcourts.co.nz

Auction
Thursday 11th April at 12.00pm 
In Rooms (Unless Sold Prior)
View
As advertised or by appointment
harcourts.net/L24196236

Maria Stevens
021 979 084
maria.stevens@harcourts.co.nz

Marissa Muirhead
021 337 222
marissa.muirhead@harcourts.co.nz
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Electric ferry infrastructure hangs in the 
balance following the dropping of the Re-
gional Fuel Tax.

Charging infrastructure for new electric 
ferries was previously to be funded by the 
RFT, Auckland Transport (AT) chief execu-
tive Dean Kimpton told Auckland Council’s 
Transport and Infrastructure Committee on 
7 March.

“It is not provided for in the change leg-
islation,” Kimpton said. 

When the government repealed the tax, it 
stipulated that the remaining $360 million 

of funding from it could only be spent on 
three directives – with electric ferry costs 
not part of the mix.

Kimpton said  contracts had already been 
signed with the tax in mind.

With the RFT’s removal of the RFT, AT 
is proposing a complete reprioritisation of 
its capital budget.

Kimpton said $20 million would need to 
be allocated from other projects for ferry-
charging infrastructure.

– Laura Kvigstad, Auckland Council 
reporter funded by New Zealand on Air

Electric-ferry chargers in doubt  
due to fuel-tax axing

Well-known Devonport New 
World employee Sam Welsh 
(pictured) had his ukulele 
taken and mysteriously re-
turned last week. 

Welsh left the instrument 
behind after using the De-
vonport Library bathroom 
on 13 March.

Walking down Victoria Rd 
he realised he’d left it behind 
so returned to retrieve it, but 
the ukulele was nowhere to be found. 

He contacted friend and former Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board member Trish 
Deans who posted on  social media, asking 

if anyone had a replacement 
instrument for him.

Many ukuleles were of-
fered, but turned out not to 
be needed. 

When Welsh returned 
home that night, the in-
strument was sitting on his 
doorstep. 

Where it disappeared 
to remains a mystery, but 
Welsh said he was “re-

lieved” it’s found its way back to him. 
He plays the instrument with the ukulele 

group that gathers once a week at the De-
vonport Community House. 

Sam’s ukulele: A musical mystery

Unlocking investment opportunities in  
commercial real estate using ESG frameworks  

to deliver sustainable returns.
More than two-thirds of New Zealanders 

prefer their money to be invested ethically and 
responsibly*. 

While many recognise the stable, long-term 
returns commercial property investment can 
provide, not everyone realises its potential to 
positively impact the environment, making it 
appealing to investors seeking benefits beyond 
profit. 

With a diverse commercial portfolio of 
premium office, industrial and retail assets 
valued at approximately $1.9 billion, Oyster 
Property Group is one of New Zealand’s 
leading unlisted commercial property 
fund managers, well-positioned to make a 
difference by shaping more sustainable cities 
in New Zealand.

ESG is an integral part of Oyster’s strategy. 
Its sustainability plan is designed to create 
long-term value for its stakeholders through 
sustainable growth and by taking steps to 
reduce both its own carbon footprint and those 
of its tenants.

Fabio Pagano, Oyster’s General Manager 
- Property, says they are seeing increased 
demand from tenants for landlords who’ll 
collaborate with them to achieve their 

sustainability goals.
“New Zealand’s largest companies are now 

required to make climate-related disclosures 
across their operations, and many organisations 
mandate sustainability credentials as part of 
their leasing and procurement policies.

“Ensuring our assets contribute to a 
more sustainable New Zealand is not only 
environmentally responsible, it unlocks value 
for tenants and investors.”

Oyster’s ESG commitment is clear: 19 of 
its office properties achieved 4-star or higher 
NABERSNZ ratings. 

“We understand the influence we can have 
by prioritising ESG to make our business 
economically robust and socially and 
environmentally responsible,” Fabio explains.

“Installing smart meters across our portfolio 

improves monitoring of electricity and water 
consumption, reducing costs for our tenants 
and lifting value for our investors. 

“Having partnered with Ecotricity, New 
Zealand’s first and only Toitū climate positive 
certified electricity provider, we now supply 
100% renewable electricity to most of our 
tenants.”

Last August, Oyster Management Limited 
became Toitū Envirocare “carbonreduce” 
certified, establishing a baseline for carbon 
emissions reduction. 

Oyster’s ESG strategy lays out clear, 
attainable goals, establishing it as a preferred 
landlord and assuring investors that their 
investment contributes to a 
sustainable future.

“Ensuring Oyster’s assets contribute  
to a more sustainable New Zealand  

is not only environmentally responsible,  
it unlocks value for tenants  

and investors.”

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.oysterproperty.co.nz/

sustainability to read our 
latest sustainability report

*Source: A recent Financial Markets Authority survey.
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Barfoot & Thompson Limited
Licensed REAA 2008

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor
for the North Shore Cricket Club

Located close to the marina in the tightly held heritage circle of
Bayswater Point, 'Balfron' is a striking, 1920's two-storey bungalow.
Now, after 20 years, our vendors are selling. An exciting opportunity to
purchase below CV and work with the home's original features to
complete this masterpiece and inject your own vision!

GOOD BONES - Just needs a little Botox!

Toni Gregory
021 044 3663
t.gregory@barfoot.co.nz

Sue Harrison
021 909 549
s.harrison@barfoot.co.nz

BAYSWATER
17 BERESFORD STREET

3 2 2 2 1 1

VIEWING
Saturday-Sunday
2:00-2:45pm

barfoot.co.nz/863466

TENDER
Closes 2:00pm 4 Apr 2024,
39 Victoria Road, Devonport 
(unless sold prior)

NEW LISTING

Achilles Reserve playground  upgrade gets nod
The playground at Achilles Reserve is in line 
for upgrades likely to cost between $135,000 
and $200,000. 

Installation is a year or more away, but 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board members 
told council staff they are in favour of plans 
proceeding before budget cuts bite further into 
council spending on parks renewals. 

The cost will depend on the design option 
chosen, but board members at a workshop this 
month told staff they favoured simple choices, 
with accessible paths to the equipment. Exist-
ing bench seating will be retained.

Deputy board chair Terence Harpur asked 
if the play equipment could be repaired, rather 
than totally replaced, but the council’s north-
ern operations manager, Sarah Jones, said it 
had started rotting underground. 

Members also gave the go-ahead for an up-

grade estimated at $90,000 for the small Belle 
Verde Reserve playground in Sunnynook. 

“We’ve consulted on these, and there’s 
community expectation we will proceed with 
these two,” said board chair Toni van Tonder. 

Staff will return with finalised designs for 
sign-off. She cautioned that looming council 
cutbacks meant libraries, leisure centres and 
sports fields were likely to take priority over 
playgrounds in future. 

“Things like playgrounds we will just keep 
going as best we can,” she said.

Van Tonder acknowledged the Devonport 
peninsula was lucky to have several upgraded 
playgrounds already, including the just remod-
elled Allenby Reserve which officially opened 
this week, Montgomery Reserve in Belmont 
with its pirate ship and Windsor Reserve on 
the waterfront.

She told staff it would be useful to have 
a playground overview, highlighting areas 
where gaps existed. 

Members also quizzed staff on why play-
ground fencing was not more routine, along 
with provision of water fountains, as is the 
case in Australia. 

Jones said fencing was decided on a 
site-specific basis. 

“People need to supervise children in re-
serves, because there are multiple hazards,” 
she said. 

These included proximity to the sea, dogs 
and other risks, not just roads, she said.  

Lake Town Green on a corner of Jutland 
Rd in Hauraki, had been fenced because it 
retained the look of the residential property 
it once was and was a playground targeted at 
younger children, Jones said. 

Barbecue ready to be fired up 
Devonport firefighters have a new barbecue for cooking up a 

storm after attending call-outs.
Devonport Hammer Hardware’s Matt Senior said the company 

donated the $1000 barbecue after hearing staff member and volun-
teer firefighter Rob Whybrow talk about the harrowing incidents 
the crew attend, including cardiac arrests and accidents along with 
fire call-outs. “Our community is very lucky to have them [its own 
dedicated fire crew],” Senior said. 

Heating up… Hammer Hardware’s Trevor Dean (left) and 
Matt Senior (right) with volunteer firefighters Gavin Busch 
and Rob Whybrow
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor
for the North Shore Cricket Club

Barfoot & Thompson Limited

Licensed REAA 2008

Sue Evans
021 448 977

2 1 1 1

AUCTION
10:00am 18 Apr 2024 at The
Promenade, Takapuna
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 2:30 to 3:00pm

barfoot.co.nz/863242

Stylish large brick and tile
townhouse. Tucked away,
so private. One of two
with separation by way of
internal access garages.

NEW LISTING

DEVONPORT
2/5 HANLON CRESCENT

Ron Sadler BCom
021 613 546
Samuel Tang
021 688 364

4 3 3 2

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sat/Sun: 11:00-11:45am

barfoot.co.nz/862721

• Spacious 3-bedroom
family home plus self-
contained sleepout.
• The owners need to sell
fast thus creating this
amazing opportunity.

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
17C FRASER ROAD

Cathy Fiebig
021 383 149

3 1 1 1 2

AUCTION
12:00pm 27 Mar 2024 at 39
Victoria Road, Devonport
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 11:00-11:30am

barfoot.co.nz/862947

This charming 1920s
bungalow boasts a brand
new roof and modern
amenities – and is now
seeking a loving new
family to call it home.

OPEN HOME

DEVONPORT
78 NGATARINGA ROAD

Sue Harrison
021 909 549
Toni Gregory
021 044 3663

2 1 1 1 1

TENDER
2:00pm 21 Mar 2024 at 39
Victoria Rd, Devonport
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 12:00-12:45pm

barfoot.co.nz/861067

The UPsides to this
downsize are many...
Exclusive use title, quiet
location, single level, and
internal access garaging
to name just a few! 

CLOSING THIS WEEK

BELMONT
4B MOANA AVENUE

Barfoot & Thompson Limited

Licensed REAA 2008

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor

for the North Shore Cricket Club

Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452
Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681

4 2 2 1

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 1:00-1:30pm

Nestled at 16 Hastings
Parade, this sunny 1910 
brick villa exudes timeless 
charm across its two 
levels. 

barfoot.co.nz/859498

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
16 HASTINGS PARADE

Lance Richardson
021 796 660
Drue Matich
021 024 90448

6 3 2

TENDER
Closing 2:00pm 28 Mar 2024
at 39 Victoria Rd Devonport
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Phone For Viewing Times

barfoot.co.nz/862911

Three homes with
exceptional rock-solid
rentals plus 4.6243Ha of
red-hot potential!
Just minutes to the
motorway and Milldale.

NEW LISTING

WAITOKI
638 KAHIKATEA FLAT
ROAD

Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681
Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452

3 2 2 1 2

AUCTION
12:00pm 10 Apr 2024 at 39
Victoria Road, Devonport 
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
 Sat/Sun 1-1:30pm

barfoot.co.nz/863780

Step inside and prepare
to be surprised, for there's
so much more to this
cottage than first meets
the eye. Short walk to the
village. View Thurs 5-6pm

NEW LISTING

DEVONPORT
9 HASTINGS PARADE

Kurt Piper
021 137 6450

2 2 1 1

FOR SALE
$890,000

VIEWING
Phone for Viewing Times

barfoot.co.nz/860527

- Wake up to birdsong
- Stand alone property
- Lush tropical gardens
- Holiday-like vibe
- Two good bedrooms
- Separate studio

FOR SALE

BIRKENHEAD
1/17 PARIS PLACE
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor
for the North Shore Cricket Club

Barfoot & Thompson Limited

Licensed REAA 2008

Sue Evans
021 448 977

2 1 1 1

AUCTION
10:00am 18 Apr 2024 at The
Promenade, Takapuna
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 2:30 to 3:00pm

barfoot.co.nz/863242

Stylish large brick and tile
townhouse. Tucked away,
so private. One of two
with separation by way of
internal access garages.

NEW LISTING

DEVONPORT
2/5 HANLON CRESCENT

Ron Sadler BCom
021 613 546
Samuel Tang
021 688 364

4 3 3 2

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sat/Sun: 11:00-11:45am

barfoot.co.nz/862721

• Spacious 3-bedroom
family home plus self-
contained sleepout.
• The owners need to sell
fast thus creating this
amazing opportunity.

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
17C FRASER ROAD

Cathy Fiebig
021 383 149

3 1 1 1 2

AUCTION
12:00pm 27 Mar 2024 at 39
Victoria Road, Devonport
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 11:00-11:30am

barfoot.co.nz/862947

This charming 1920s
bungalow boasts a brand
new roof and modern
amenities – and is now
seeking a loving new
family to call it home.

OPEN HOME

DEVONPORT
78 NGATARINGA ROAD

Sue Harrison
021 909 549
Toni Gregory
021 044 3663

2 1 1 1 1

TENDER
2:00pm 21 Mar 2024 at 39
Victoria Rd, Devonport
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 12:00-12:45pm

barfoot.co.nz/861067

The UPsides to this
downsize are many...
Exclusive use title, quiet
location, single level, and
internal access garaging
to name just a few! 

CLOSING THIS WEEK

BELMONT
4B MOANA AVENUE

Barfoot & Thompson Limited

Licensed REAA 2008

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor

for the North Shore Cricket Club

Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452
Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681

4 2 2 1

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sat/Sun 1:00-1:30pm

Nestled at 16 Hastings
Parade, this sunny 1910 
brick villa exudes timeless 
charm across its two 
levels. 

barfoot.co.nz/859498

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
16 HASTINGS PARADE

Lance Richardson
021 796 660
Drue Matich
021 024 90448

6 3 2

TENDER
Closing 2:00pm 28 Mar 2024
at 39 Victoria Rd Devonport
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
Phone For Viewing Times

barfoot.co.nz/862911

Three homes with
exceptional rock-solid
rentals plus 4.6243Ha of
red-hot potential!
Just minutes to the
motorway and Milldale.

NEW LISTING

WAITOKI
638 KAHIKATEA FLAT
ROAD

Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681
Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452

3 2 2 1 2

AUCTION
12:00pm 10 Apr 2024 at 39
Victoria Road, Devonport 
(unless sold prior)

VIEWING
 Sat/Sun 1-1:30pm

barfoot.co.nz/863780

Step inside and prepare
to be surprised, for there's
so much more to this
cottage than first meets
the eye. Short walk to the
village. View Thurs 5-6pm

NEW LISTING

DEVONPORT
9 HASTINGS PARADE

Kurt Piper
021 137 6450

2 2 1 1

FOR SALE
$890,000

VIEWING
Phone for Viewing Times

barfoot.co.nz/860527

- Wake up to birdsong
- Stand alone property
- Lush tropical gardens
- Holiday-like vibe
- Two good bedrooms
- Separate studio

FOR SALE

BIRKENHEAD
1/17 PARIS PLACE
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Blood flows at rugby-club collection events
Two blood drives at North Shore Rugby 
Club in late February and early March were 
a success, prompting the New Zealand Blood 
Service to plan a return to take more blood at 
the venue in June and October. 

The 29 February and 4 March events 
clocked up 89 donations in total, in excess of 
the  Blood Service target of 40 donations a day. 

“A huge thank you to the community,” said 
donor relations team leader Scott Sinclair. 

“So lovely to see all those people coming 
out to do a wonderful, selfless act by donating 
blood.”  

The Blood Service has booked its mobile 
donation units to visit the club again on 17 
and 18 June, with 21 October also confirmed 
for a return.  

The recent drives were set up to coincide 
with the end of the donor ban on anyone who 
lived in the United Kingdom, Ireland or France 
between 1980 and 1996, when the UK had an 
outbreak of bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE, also known as “mad cow disease”), and 
its human equivalent variant Creutzfeldt–Jakob 
disease (vCJD).

“We knew there was a good contingent of 
people (in Devonport) that could not donate 
due to the mad-cow-disease restriction but 
really wanted to,” Sinclair said. 

The rugby-club collections were to  “give 
those keen an opportunity to give blood straight 
away,” said Sinclair. 

The rugby club ticked all of the Blood Ser-
vice boxes as it was large enough to house all of 

the equipment, well known to the community 
and available to host regular drives. 

A drive held at the Sunnynook Community 
Centre on 21 February received only 26 do-
nations, but Sinclair is hopeful those numbers 
will grow as the community becomes more 
aware of the drives.

“I think we lucked out with these locations. 
They have been very accommodating and 
welcoming to our staff and donors.”

 Sinclair said that while blood donations are 
needed regularly, the service is also struggling 
to meet demand for plasma so is looking for 
more donors.

For information on how to donate blood or 
plasma visit nzblood.co.nz/become-a-donor or 
call 0800 448 325.

Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
SAILOR FINDS HER PROBLEM-SOLVING NICHE WITH NAVY

Able Marine Technician (Electrical) 
Dana Costello wanted to join the Navy 
since she was 12. Her father was also in 
the Navy in the same trade, and she 
wanted to be like him when she grew up.

“I have a passion for problem solving, 
getting my hands dirty, pulling things 
apart and fixing them. Growing up, I had a 
great split of tomboy and ‘girly’ hobbies – 
motorcross racing, pony club and ballet in 
my teens. Today I’m always out with my 
partner surfing and fishing and we have a 
self-contained van that we travel all over 
New Zealand in.”

She joined the Navy in 2020 and after 
her trade training was posted to HMNZS 
Canterbury for a year. Her absolute 
favourite deployment was to the sub-
Antarctic Islands in support of scientific 
research.

Since May 2023 she has been posted to 

HMNZS Manawanui, the Navy’s Dive, 
Hydrographic and Salvage vessel.

“I handle the electrical part of the ship, 
where we cover our planned and 
breakdown equipment maintenance jobs, 
making sure all our machinery is safe and 

well maintained. I’ve had a lot of proud 
moments in my Navy career, including 
helping Fiji with disaster relief last year 
after a cyclone. I got to meet so many 
special people, it was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.”

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

Finn Delaney
Roofing Consultant

021 384 482
0800 119 998
finn@roofbuddy.co.nz
www.roofbuddy.co.nz

We help organise a custom built scope of 
works with you using our proprietary roof 
report generator. That report is then sent to 
eligible vetted roofing companies based here 
on the North Shore and we collect competitive, 
comparable quotes for you.

Letters to the Editor
We welcome letters on local 

issues that are not overly long. 
Noms-de-plume or unnamed 

submissions will not be printed.
Email to  

news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Best letter wins  
two Movie tickets  
to the Vic Theatre.
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Citizens Brokerage Limited (Citizens) provides investors with an investment 

backed by a registered first mortgage over a specific property.

Citizens is a registered peer-to-peer lender 
with the Financial Markets Authority and its 
director J G Turrall has been involved in first 
mortgage lending for in excess of 30 years. 

No investor has ever lost their capital.

Funds are sought for a first mortgage of 
$1,300,000.00 over a Northshore property with 
an estimated value of $2,000,000.00. Details of 
the proposal will be provided.

The mortgage is for three years with a right  
to increase the interest rate after every year.

Interest is paid monthly after Resident  
withholding tax has been deducted.

And investor does not incur legal or other costs 
in making an investment with Citizens.

For a copy of the product disclosure  
statement for Citizens and more information 
contact Citizens (09) 445 7347 or 027 419 0666  
or by email to john@jturrall.co.nz

9.00%
 

RETURN

Citizens
Brokerage
Limited

FIRST MORTGAGE  
INVESTMENT

Loosie should make quick return

On the burst... Donald Coleman in 
action for North Shore last season 

Star North Shore Rugby Club flanker Donald 
Coleman suffered a strained groin against 
Hamilton Marist in a pre-season match last 
Saturday, but should be fit for Shore’s first 
match of the North Harbour season.

Shore took more than 50 players – 
premiers, reserves and under-21s – to Ham-
ilton to play six-20 minute spells in what was 
essentially a trial match.

The club’s final pre-season match against 
Ponsonby this weekend will have more edge, 
in what is Ponsonby’s 150th year.

The sides will compete for the Jack Cox 
Memorial Cup.

Shore premiers coach James Hinchco 
said the side was shaping well, with most 
of the premiership winning team back from 
last year, but with a few additions including 
outside back Tima Fainga’anuku, who is a 
brother former All Black Leicester Fain-
ga’anuku . 

Shore has a bye in the first round of the 
North Harbour competition, then plays 
Kumeu away on 13 April. Its first home game 
is against Helensville on 20 April.

“Its not ideal – this weekend against Pon-
sonby is our last preseason game, then it’s 
Easter and then a bye so we have a two-week 
gap,” Hinchco said.

Kumeu may pose stronger opposition 
than in recent years, with a number of fringe 
Moana Pasifika players in its squad and also 
several transfers from Massey, he said.

Marist had dropped out of the competition 
in 2024, but traditional rivals Northcote, 
Takapuna, and Massey were all “pretty 
strong”, Hinchco said.

Rice scores for 
Blues U-20s

Hunter Rice (pictured above) scored a try in 
the Auckland Blues under-20 team’s 42-26 
win over their Moana Pasifika counterparts 
in Taupo last Saturday.

Rice, came to the selectors’ attention after 
an excellent season as fullback in North 
Shore Rugby Club’s 2024 premiership-win-
ning side.

He played on the wing against Moana Pas-
ifika in the first round of an under-20s series. 

As this issue of the Flagstaff went to 
press, the Blues region side was due to play 
a Barbarians team which includes another  
promising North Shore player, prop Tom 
Bradford.
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Chicks crafted for 
fundraiser

Knitters across the North Shore are work-
ing on an Easter project in aid of Harbour 
Hospice.

Knitted chicks like those pictured above 
will go on sale in hospice shops, including 
in Devonport, in the lead-up to Easter, which 
falls at the end of the month. Each $8 chick 
will have a chocolate Easter egg inside.

The idea for the fundraiser came from 
the neighbour of hospice’s retail services 
manager Maria Baird, when the pair were out 
walking. She told Baird that when living in 
England she had knitted chicks for her local 
hospice there.

A pattern was obtained and the call put out 
for knitters by volunteers services manager 
Vicki Parker. More than a dozen people 
offered to cast on for the project last year.

Hospice would like the fundraiser to grow 
in future years. Anyone keen to join in and 
start a stockpile for Easter 2025 can email 
Vicki at volunteer@harbourhospice.

Many steps to come before decision 
on storm-damaged stairs’ future 

Decisions on replacing the washed-out cliff 
stairs opposite the end of Westwell Rd in 
Belmont remain up in the air. 

An update by council staff to the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board said geotech 
assessments on replacing the stairs damaged 
by storms over a year ago were still awaited, 
as was what storm-recovery funding might 
be available. 

Staff sought feedback from board mem-
bers at a workshop this month on their 
preferred options for both Westwell and the 
stairs left dangling at Kennedy Park in Cas-
tor Bay. Options ranged from not replacing 
the stairs to putting in a viewing platform 
instead, to full replacements. 

For those at Westwell Rd Reserve, which  
have been fenced off since being damaged, 
replacement was estimated to cost $800,000. 

The project would be subject to resource 
obtaining consents, board members were 
told.   

A viewing platform was ruled out by board 
members as unnecessary. They wanted to see 
geotech reports before making decisions, but 
indicated they saw more community demand 
to replace the better-used stairs at Kennedy 
Park, than those at Westwell. 

But they were concerned that the Kennedy 
Park stairs had been washed out previously, 
which was not the case at Westwell.

Staff said the Westwell collapse, which 
led to the stairs being closed, was because 
of a land slip triggered by the storms, rather 
than from wave action, as at Kennedy Park. 

Among other issues board members were 
curious about was the expected extent of fu-
ture coastal recession. Gavin Busch queried 
if the estimate was realistic. 

Staff said input from the council’s coastal 
team would be part of the project’s risk as-
sessment. Structural assessments were also 
yet to be done. An update is expected mid-
year, before decisions will be made.

Padel court prospect presented 
The possibility of a padel court at Woodall 
Park has been put to the Devonport-Takapu-
na Local Board.

Pacific Padel CEO Julian Brown presented 
to the board as the Flagstaff was going to 
press on Tuesday. Padel, a combination of 
tennis and squash, is one of the fastest grow-

ing sports in the world. “I’m introducing 
myself to the local board and introducing 
the sport of padel so that they can consider 
potential future cooperation on possible sites 
including Woodall Park.

“There aren’t any specifics to discuss right 
now. [It is] purely conceptual,” he said. 

MILFORD CENTRE, 24 Milford Road, Auckland  
Open: Monday - Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm, 

Sunday 10:00am - 5:00pm

Phone: (09) 309 3921 
www.seasaltcornwall.co.nz

Autumn
SAVINGS

UP TO

50% 
OFF  

SELECTED 
STYLES
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GOOD FRIDAY PROCESSION

Friday 29th March - 10am.  Start from Windsor Reserve Band Rotunda
Walk to the summit of Takarunga/Mt Victoria

CELEBRATE EASTER WEEK at your LOCAL CHURCH

HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH

20 Church St, Devonport 445-0328

Palm Sunday - 24th March
8am Traditional Eucharist
9.30am Contemporary Service

Maundy Thursday - 28th March
7pm Communion Service

Good Friday - 29th March
2pm Devotions on the Cross

Easter Sunday - 31st March
6.30am Sunrise Service
            at Balmain Reserve
8.00am  Traditional Eucharist
9.30am All Age Communion Service 

Organised by the Combined Churches of Devonport & Belmont

DEVONPORT METHODIST CHURCH
Cnr Lake Rd, & Owens Rd 445-6801

Palm Sunday -  24th March
10.00am Worship Service
 4.30pm  Messy Church

Good Friday - 29th March
9.00-9.30am Devotional Service

Easter Sunday - 31st March
10am Family Easter Celebration
     Easter Egg Hunt included 

St MARGARET’S PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

151 Lake Rd, Belmont    445-0018

Good Friday - 29th March
9.00 - 9.30am   Devotional Service

Easter Sunday - 31st March
10.00am Easter Communion Service

ST FRANCIS de SALES & ALL SOULS
CATHOLIC CHURCH

2A Albert Rd, Devonport 445-0078

Palm Sunday - 24th March
7.00pm Reconiciliation Rite 2

Holy Thursday - 28th March
7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday - 29th March
7.00pm Easter Vigil

Holy Saturday - 30th March
7.00pm Easter Vigil

 Easter Sunday - 31st March
9.30am  Easter Mass

BELMONT BAPTIST CHURCH

168 Lake Rd, Belmont

Stations of the Cross
A personal meditative reflection 
 - come and go in your own time
7 - 9am  Wednesday 27th March
7 - 9am & 4 - 8pm Thurs 29th March

Easter Sunday - 31st March
    Sunrise Communion 
7.30am at Narrow Neck Beach
9.30am  Celebration Service

CONNECT CHURCH DEVONPORT

90A Victoria Rd, Devonport 
021 022 54586

Easter Sunday - 31st March
10.00am Easter Celebration 

GOOD FRIDAY PROCESSION

Friday 29th March - 10am.  Start from Windsor Reserve Band Rotunda
Walk to the summit of Takarunga/Mt Victoria

CELEBRATE EASTER WEEK at your LOCAL CHURCH

HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH

20 Church St, Devonport 445-0328

Palm Sunday - 24th March
8am Traditional Eucharist
9.30am Contemporary Service

Maundy Thursday - 28th March
7pm Communion Service

Good Friday - 29th March
2pm Devotions on the Cross

Easter Sunday - 31st March
6.30am Sunrise Service
            at Balmain Reserve
8.00am  Traditional Eucharist
9.30am All Age Communion Service 

Organised by the Combined Churches of Devonport & Belmont

DEVONPORT METHODIST CHURCH
Cnr Lake Rd, & Owens Rd 445-6801

Palm Sunday -  24th March
10.00am Worship Service
 4.30pm  Messy Church

Good Friday - 29th March
9.00-9.30am Devotional Service

Easter Sunday - 31st March
10am Family Easter Celebration
     Easter Egg Hunt included 

St MARGARET’S PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

151 Lake Rd, Belmont    445-0018

Good Friday - 29th March
9.00 - 9.30am   Devotional Service

Easter Sunday - 31st March
10.00am Easter Communion Service

ST FRANCIS de SALES & ALL SOULS
CATHOLIC CHURCH

2A Albert Rd, Devonport 445-0078

Palm Sunday - 24th March
7.00pm Reconiciliation Rite 2

Holy Thursday - 28th March
7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday - 29th March
7.00pm Easter Vigil

Holy Saturday - 30th March
7.00pm Easter Vigil

 Easter Sunday - 31st March
9.30am  Easter Mass

BELMONT BAPTIST CHURCH

168 Lake Rd, Belmont

Stations of the Cross
A personal meditative reflection 
 - come and go in your own time
7 - 9am  Wednesday 27th March
7 - 9am & 4 - 8pm Thurs 29th March

Easter Sunday - 31st March
    Sunrise Communion 
7.30am at Narrow Neck Beach
9.30am  Celebration Service

CONNECT CHURCH DEVONPORT

90A Victoria Rd, Devonport 
021 022 54586

Easter Sunday - 31st March
10.00am Easter Celebration 
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Things are buzzing at the Devonport Com-
munity House with new classes pulling 
strong attendance, more activities scheduled 
and new blood at the helm. 

Gemma Dickinson is delighted to be the 
new community house manager, having tak-
en up the role in January, and she’s rolling up 
her sleeves to take on its challenges. 

She says in a sector beleaguered by shrink-
ing funding, spaces like the community house 
are needed more than ever before. 

While Dickinson is quick to say she is 
very open to suggestions and ideas to help 
shape the way forward, she has plenty of new 
projects planned already. 

One is working to have more to offer local 
youth, and to fine-tune the offerings that will 
bring more of them across the doorstep. 

Young people are a hard group for well-in-
tentioned services to attract.

Dickinson has reached out to groups in 
that demographic and asked them to help to 
identify and provide whatever might help 
bring more young people to the space.

Over summer, the facility’s upstairs space 
dedicated to youth activities has been painted 
by a team of volunteers, and a programme for 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and early 
evenings will be launched next term. 

A donation of $7000 has been available to 
help put her plans in place.  

“There are ideas in discussion for this 
space but we know for example from feed-
back that a dedicated study time and space 
would have appeal to young people. If they 
want to study in pairs and groups, they can 
do that here.” 

The house has already had increased en-
gagement with another demographic – young 
women, including parents in Dickinson’s 
own age group, who are now coming to the 
classes on offer. 

She says this is largely due to the calibre 
and profile of the exercise classes now avail-
able  and their presenters, two of whom have 
an established following among women. 

One of those drawcards is Sarah Os-
tergaard, a highly regarded trainer who 
developed the high intensity RPM (Spin) 
programme for Les Mills gyms with her 
husband, Glen. A local parent, Ostergaard 
started her exercise classes at the community 
house last year and word of her expertise has 
spread with local women of all ages. 

Another world-class athlete and trainer, 
Kauan Gracie, has also come through the 
door with her skills in recent years. Gracie 
is a member of a Brazilian family with a 

formidable name in the jui jitsu world in-
ternationally. 

She arrived in Devonport during Covid 
and began offering community-house  classes 
that have developed a big following of kids 
and their parents.  

“We have been really lucky to get such 
skilled people here,” says Dickinson. “Their 
networks and reputations have helped to 
build awareness of what we have here, and of 
course they’re bringing the community in.”

Music sessions for pre-schoolers are also 
a popular new initiative, says Dickinson, 
while digital sessions for seniors established 
last year have clicked with growing numbers 
of  retirees. 

Roller skating is another new offering 
that’s pulling strong numbers. “That has been 
so, so successful that I’m hoping we can add 
more skating days this year.”

For Dickinson, mother of Freda (7) and 
Una (4), this is a dream job for this time of 
her life. 

The former Takapuna Grammar School 
student has a background in communications, 
marketing and events, here and overseas. 

Before she married and had children, she 
nurtured her passion for music by hosting 
radio shows in community radio over about 
seven years and for a time on the popular 
George FM Auckland station. 

Her focus was on New Zealand music 
and during those years in radio she met her 
musician husband Roddy Kirkcaldy. 

When the couple moved to Berlin for Kir-
caldy to further his career there, Dickinson 
looked to change her career, discovering a 
passion for not-for-profit organisations. 

Having her first daughter in a foreign 
city and being unable to speak German, 
she found herself very dependent on a local 
family centre, where she was impressed by 
the warmth of the welcome and the extensive 
range of services and programmes available 
for families and mothers just like her.

“I was a foreigner there with a new baby 
and I was so warmly taken care of. Through 
the family centres there was just so much 
more on offer for people than there is here.” 

The couple stayed on in Berlin for seven 
years, during which Dickinson unexpectedly 
found her own willingness to help others in 
hot demand. In the winter of 2015/2016, 
more than a million refugees from Syria 
streamed into Germany, fleeing war in their 
home country and having endured terrifying 
sea passages or long journeys on foot.  

“It was the saddest thing I have ever seen,” 

Radio and refugees helped shape new house head 

“We have been really 
lucky to get such skilled 

people here.” 

New Devonport Community House manager Gemma Dickinson tells Helen Vause about her plans 
to attract more young users – and her experiences working with displaced people in Berlin.

Interview

Volunteers wanted
Seasons for Growth is a grief and loss programme that strengthens 
the wellbeing of children and young people who are dealing with 
significant life changes, such as family separation, divorce, death of 
a parent or sibling, illness in the family, change of school/geographic 
area/country, deployment of a family member, and any other major 
changes. 

Volunteer Companions facilitate our programmes. We are seeking 
volunteer Companions for our North Shore and Hibiscus Coast 
school-based programmes. Full training and support provided. 

A commitment of 2 hours per week during the school term, for a 
minimum of one 8-week programme a year, is required. 

If you would like to join us as a volunteer Companion or for 
more information please contact Gemma Claire, Coordinator,  

seasonsnorthshore@gmail.com, 021 083 94540
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Open to suggestions... Gemma Dickinson is ready to trial new ideas for the Devonport Community House

Interview

says Dickinson. “But as I got closer to many 
of them I was struck by their incredible 
determination. They were determined to sur-
vive, they’d got to Germany and they were 
resourceful, clever people. They were very 
quick to help themselves just as soon as they 
could, finding work, getting their children to 
schools. It was pretty humbling to watch the 
way they would go about doing what they 
needed to do to start over with nothing in a 
new country. I met so many lovely people 
and could not help be impressed by them.”

Committed to helping the migrants in the 
freezing-cold winter, Dickinson started vol-
unteering in a clothing supply room. 

Her voluntary work continued for two 
years, trying to fill huge gaps in support. She 

helped supply food, clothing and found driv-
ers to work with her, helping move support 
and supplies to wherever they were needed.

“Sometimes there were just thousands of 
people waiting. You couldn’t help but be 
touched by their spirit.”

In 2018, she returned to New Zealand, 
where Una was born. Attracted by the po-
tential of the community house, right in her 
home town, Dickinson first took a job there 
in marketing and communications. She’s 
proud of progress that’s been made there. 

 The number of volunteers has swelled 
from just three at the end of 2022 to more 
than 20, giving her and her team a significant 
boost in resource. 

Funding is an ongoing issue, but she’s 

hopeful more users will help generate more 
resources to work with. 

Alongside her job, Dickinson is doing 
part-time study, some of it in the field of 
‘UX’ – user experience. 

As she works to identify more of what lo-
cal people would like to do at the community 
house, she welcomes suggestions. 

And she is very grateful for the recent 
generous donation that has fast-tracked plans 
for youth. “Obviously more of that would be 
wonderful.”

She is very open to putting new ideas into 
practice. “If something sounds viable we 
would be willing to trial it here and see if 
it’s what people want. This place is for the 
whole community.” 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY

EVERYBODY’S WELCOME

From 8am to 1pm
LOCATED

Waiwharariki Anzac Square 
the heart of Takapuna
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Social climbers, scouts and sausages... (this page, clockwise from top left) 
Jerry Lu, 8, navigates a suspended rope tunnel; Wolfgang Sielewicz, 8, is king 
of the castle, holding onto poles decorated in Scout colours; and sausage 
sizzlers from 1st Devonport Scouts (from left) James Farrell, Isabella Albrecht 
and Nicolas Busch, all aged 11, were busy on the assembly line. 
Opposite page (clockwise from top left): Caelan Neilson, 9, was among those 
giving the new accessible roundabout a try; Jasmine Grobbelaar, 11, samples 
a sausage; Charlie Upton, 5, enjoys shimmying along the ropes; and Thomas 
Reaves Riddle, 11, plays Spiderman. 
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Upgraded playground proves a hit
Local families gave a thumbs-up to the 
upgraded Allenby Reserve playground in 
Devonport last week, turning out in force 
for an opening evening made tastier with 
sausages cooked up by the 1st Devonport 
Scouts Group. 

Years in the planning, the $150,000 play-
ground is around four times larger than it 
was and features a wider range of climbing 
equipment. It has been relocated away from 
the road and boggy ground.  

“It’s much more adventurous and covers a 
different age group,” said scout leader Cliff 
Brown. The scouts, who have their den on the 
reserve, were asked for ideas from Auckland 
Council early on, he said. 

Reserve neighbour Melanie Kingston, who 
has children aged four and eight, said: “I think 
it’s great because it caters for older children 
– they usually miss out.” 

Another parent, Iain Butler, said kids were 
thrilled with the reserve, which he visited often 
due to having two boys at Cubs and Scouts. 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair 
Toni van Tonder said the playground used a lot 
of timber, rather than plastics, for natural play 
features and it had a section with a permeable 
surface that allowed wheelchair access to a 
roundabout and to bucket swings.

She hoped the upgrade might encourage 
people to consider booking the Scout den for 
children’s parties. 
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20 years ago from the  
Flagstaff files

• Three men on the way home from the 
Masonic Tavern are attacked by a gang of 
eight youths.
• Security guards are stationed at Takapuna 
Grammar School, primarily to monitor 
student car parking.
• Mountain biking is prohibited on Mt Vic-
toria after complaints. 
• The Devonport Peace and Plenty Inn is giv-
en a prestigious five-star Qualmark rating. It 
is the only North Shore bed-and-breakfast 
to attain one. 
• Prime Minister Helen Clark detonates a 
charge to fire Devonport’s historic Arm-
strong disappearing gun on North Head 
(Maungauika). Hundreds of people flock to 
witness the first firing of the gun in almost 
90 years. Clark also reopens the former 
barracks building on the maunga, which 
has been restored. 
• Devonport brothers Finn and Oliver 
Cameron place first and second in the grom-
mets division of the national longboarding 
champs at Mangawhai. 

• Rosie Prickett, a prominent community 
worker who had a various roles at the De-
vonport Community House, leaves the area.
• Fairies, monsters and dragon-slayers 
parade down Victoria Rd to help celebrate 
Devonport Librrary’s 50th birthday. 
•  Crusading journalist Warren Berryman 
dies from pancreatic cancer.
• A Great Gatsby picnic will be held in 
Devonport, with vintage cars and period 
costumes. 
• Beef sirloin cutlets are on sale at Devonport 
New World for $9.99 a kilogram.
• Signage for the Devonport peninsula 
section of the national Te Araroa Walkway 
is approved. 
• Jane Redfearn, Devonport’s first recycling 
officer, retires after 25 years. 
• A charity cycle race is canned after com-
plaints from locals about road closures along 
King Edward Pde and Buchanan St. 
• Grant Simpkins joins North Shore Rugby 
Club premiers coach Stu Mather as his 
assistant. 
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Briefs

Bunny hunt returns
The Devonport Kids’ Easter Bunny Hunt 
will run from Friday 15 March until 2 
April. Staged by the Devonport Business 
Association, the hunt challenge is for 
children up to 12 years old (along with 
their caregivers). It involves finding 
the dozen Easter bunnies ‘hiding’ in 
the ground-floor windows of various 
shops and businesses around central 
Devonport. DBA manager Richard 
Thorne says the retail promotion has 
been a huge hit with kids, parents and 
grandparents in the last few years, 
and although Easter doesn’t coincide 
with the school holidays this year he’s 
expecting it will be every bit as popular 
in 2024. Entry forms can be collected 
from the Devonport Library, with 12 
bunny prizes to be won, along with a 
basket of Easter eggs for the winners.

Duo offers netball camp
Two Devonport schoolgirls are running 
a children’s netball-skills programme at 
Stanley Bay Primary this school holidays. 
Isadora Dellabarca and friend Mia 
Riddington, year 9 students at Takapuna 
Grammar School and Westlake Girls 
High School,  have launched the primary-
school netball camp for Devonport 
peninsula children between years 2 and 
6. Their programme aims to fill a gap in 
the netball-development sphere and  
provides children with an introduction to 
the sport, as well as improving skills. To 
register, email goalsnetball@gmail.com.

Devonport Flagstaff 
Classified Advertising.  

It really works.  
To make a booking please email us at   

sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

WANT TO ADVERTISE?
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Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS MARCH 22, 2024

We Will Rock You is coming!

New to the community? Follow us at www.takapuna.school.nz    or         /tgsnz

Early in March, our Performing Arts Depart-
ment had a fantastic time making a promo-
tional video for the school’s forthcoming show 
We Will Rock You. Filmed at the Bruce Mason 
Centre and at Fort Takapuna, with sound re-
corded at the Radio New Zealand studios, 
the project has inspired a whole new level of 
excitement for the show amongst our school 
community. It’s been a great learning oppor-
tunity with our students gaining behind-the-
scenes insight into marketing and film produc-
tion processes.

Many thanks to former student Rueben Brun-
ton who, together with his team at Motion-
craft, did an amazing job capturing the energy 
and talents of our lead actors, musicians and 
dancers. And a special thank you to Andre 
Upston who made it possible for our band and 
singers to record in the impressive RNZ sound 
studios.

The video is available to watch now on You-
Tube. Head to the TGS Performing Arts Face-
book page to find the video link and other 
show information. We Will Rock You hits the 
stage at the Bruce Mason Centre 6-8 May - 
tickets are available on Ticketmaster now. 
They’re selling fast so get in quick! 

The school would like to congratulate our scholarship winners on their outstanding results.
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

D E V O N P O R T E L E C T R I C A L . C O . N Z

Professional and affordable electrical
repairs and installations

 

 

09 445 3447

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Trades & Services

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Locally Owned
• North Shore & Auckland wide
• Residential & Commercial
• Interior & Exterior
• Roofs
• Painting & Plastering

Ph: Luke Piper  
021 410 766

Painters
Midas Touch 

Painting Contractors

Specialists in  
commercial and  

residential painting

For all your decorating needs 
call the wizards

Paul Charleton
021 143 9138
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• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Matt 
0800 277 566

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

Trades & Services

HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com

1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Family owned and operated since 1999

Full Servicing • Repairs
W.O.F • Wheels/Tyres

• Electronic 

and mechanical 

lock installations

• New keys for 

existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Lock Hardware

1st Rate Property Services
Roof & Gutter Cleaning
Lichen/Moss Treatment

House Washing

Roof & House Wash

www.1st-rate.co.nz

0800 025 515
Long-term Care for Your Property

m: 021-072-2414   e: admin@1st-rate.co.nz

Geoff Cassrel’s 
Electrical

Father and Son Levi  
are a great team.

Based in Devonport for 40 years 
doing domestic commercial and 

specialising in LED lighting design. 

No job too small.

Available 24/7  
Phone 0274 933384 anytime.

www.theloneranger.nz

• Weed and Pest Control
• Tree felling and removal
• Hedge trimming
• Path construction
• Lawn mowing
• Landscape maintenance
• Mini Digger and ride on mower

Call me on 022 326 4554 or  
email thelonerangerltd@gmail.com

Your  
Private Ranger  
for property  
enhancement.

21 YEARS  

EXPERIENCE AS  

A PARK RANGER  

ON WAIHEKE  

ISLAND

2024 SPECIAL
CCTV storm water and drain 
inspections ” from $250+GST

HOUSE-WASHING 
SERVICES

• ROOF WASH
• GUTTER WASH
• PRE-PAINT WASH

• SOFT HOUSE WASH
• PATHS, DRIVEWAYS
• SPIDER TREATMENTS
•  MOSS MOULD TREATMENTS
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Your local Devonport house washer

Call Will 022 517 3077

Low pressure house wash
Driveway and  
concrete cleaning
Decks and fences
Roof treatments
Locally owned and operated

Call Paul 022 351 2605  
or Karl 022 125 0308  
now on for a free quote.
10 Victoria Rd, Retail 7  
(The Old Post Office) Devonport
info@securehomes.nz 
www.securehomes.nz

Security in the  
palm of your hand.

Security Cameras, Interlinked  
Smoke Alarms & Asset tags.

Solutions to protect your home,  
business or school

Classifieds
ACCOMMODATION

Flat Devonport 1brm, sunny & clean, near 
waterfront, suits working couple, $495pw, text 
027 545 3060.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Devonport R.S.A.  - A.G.M. will take place on 
Sunday March 24 from 1400 at The Devonia Hall, 
61 Victoria Road, Devonport,  Auckland 0624.

SERVICES OFFERED
Professional and quality typing/PowerPoint/
proof-reading/urgent work services offered by ad-
vanced MS Suite user. Call Kelly on 027 450 8881.
Sash window repairs. Renew cords, adjust 
weights, balancing for even running- any problem 
with your sash window. Also rot repair. Work done 
on Saturdays only. Hubert 021 274 4191.

SERVICES WANTED
Seeking a proficient, reliable, proactive Personal 
Assistant for 10 hours a week. Please call Geoffrey 
Hunt 0274338868 for further information.

Specialising in all aspects of  
Wall and Floor Tiling and  
Under-tile Waterproofing

Carried out and certified by local  
tradesman of 24 years’ experience 

FREE QUOTES 

Contact Doug 021 187 7852 
or 09 446 0687 or email 
calpremtiling@gmail.com 

Caledonian 
Premier 
Tiling Ltd. 

Trades & Services

Fabulous Teeth

We can take care  
of all your denture  

requirements

Underground Parking
Wheel Chair Access

www.seasidelab.com

@
Seaside Dental Laboratory & Clinic

09 489 6663

Devonport Flagstaff 
Classified Advertising.  

It really works.  
To make a booking please email us at   

sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

WANT TO ADVERTISE?

Big City Drainage
& Plumbing

dan@allaspects.co.nz

Professional Quality Service
• Gasfitting • Certifying/Licensed
• Digger Hire • Plumber/Drainlayer
• All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

0800 143 051 or mob 021 119 3227

Phone 445 2356
15 Clarence Street, Devonport

Fishing Report for Mid March ’24

Howdy Fello Fishos,
It’s been a bit like ground hog day out there lately. 
There are plenty of snapper around but mostly in 
the 30 to 35cm range and smaller. Easy enough 
to get a decent feed but quite hard to catch any 
bigger ones. However,  with this slight drop in 
temperature we will see the fishing improve. The 
snapper will be fattening up to get through the 
winter so the bite will come on within the next 
month or so.
Out wide there are the odd scattered work-up 
but nothing worth burning too much gas for. The 
usual spots like around Anchorite rock, off the tip 
of Coromandel and East of Kawau have seen quick 
work-ups turn on then off so you really need to be 
Johnny on the spot.
We’ve been having plenty of fun catching large 
kahawai and even the odd kingfish in the harbour. 
The other day we threw a live bait at one of the 
marker buoys and it got instantly smashed by a 
decent kingi….awesome sight to see, a live bait 
jumping out of the hungry mouth of the kingi only 
to be hunted and finally engulfed.
We cooked up some fresh kahawai the other 
night and it was as good as snapper, it really is an 
overlooked fish for the table. We’ve had it raw, 
in curries and pan fried with butter. As long as 
it’s fresh and you cut out the red flesh, I highly 
recommend trying one.
Righto that’s it from us, I hope you guys have been 
out there getting some action, please send in pics to 
us at devonport@hammerhardware.co.nz

Cheers

Local hoodlum that 
fell victim to a well 
placed live bait

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Regarding the proposal to remove a number of 
rubbish bins from the Devonport area: I trust 
the bins being removed are not well used. If 
not, we will either end up with accumulated 
dumped rubbish and consequent removal cost 
to the council, or potential health hazards and 
environmental pollution.

In fact there are already locations without 
a rubbish bin where discarded trash accumu-
lates. A prime example is the footpath down 
the hill to the New World supermarket from 
the junction of Victoria Rd and Calliope Rd.  

Partly because the sculpted dragon bench 
is a gathering place for snackers and drinkers, 
the adjacent area has become a depository 
for bottles, cans and other discarded trash. 
I suggest one of the removed bins be placed 
next to the dragon seat to cut down on the 
discarded trash among what was an attractive 
pathside planting area
Marshall Piercy

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz

Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Hannah Tillman PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 09 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E hannah.tillman@harcourts.co.nz
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Bin-free spots  
are already  

trash-strewn

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair 
Toni van Tonder responds: 

The removal of bins is of huge concern to 
us and we’re watching the impacts of that 
decision. You’re right, they have removed 
the bins that are meant to be underutilised.

 The local board uses its operational budget 
to provide an enhanced level of town-centre 
maintenance. It is a priority location for us, 
so we have contractors who come daily to 
collect loose litter. No bin should ever be full 
(or smelly or leaching) in the business district 
and this includes Bartley Square and Victoria 
Rd up to Calliope Rd.

Three pictures (above, from left): One near Queens Pde, now down to two bins 
on a 500m-long reserve; one at the skateboard park (we need kids to use bins 
and they are!); and one at Windsor Reserve beach, on ground by the boardwalk 
where a bin AND a recycling bin used to be.                     – Annemarie Thomas

Remaining rubbish bins fill up

Waterfront bins disappear

Canned... An Auckland Council map showing the former location of removed 
bins on the Devonport waterfront in red and those remaining in green
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Sculpture show made record sum for charity
Sculpture OnShore at Fort Takapuna raised 
a record amount of $350,000 for Women’s 
Refuge last November. 

The event had the biggest turnout of its 
27-year history, attracting 22,000 visitors  in 
its two-week run. 

Friends of Women’s Refuges Trust 
announced the size of the donation at a 
gathering at the Navy Museum at Torpedo 
Bay, Devonport, last week. 

Since 1996, the trust has raised $2.6 
million through what has grown to be the 
country’s largest outdoor sculpture event. 

Women’s Refuge chief executive Dr Ang 
Jury said without the trust and the event 
Women’s Refuge would be unable to pro-
vide the care it did for women and children 
affected by domestic violence. 

“Working to achieve safety within the 
lives of them and their children is hard, and 
support like this means we can make this all 
just a little bit easier.”

Trust chair Rachel Brebner said 370 
volunteers helped stage the show, which 
had exceeded all targets and expectations. 

It showcased work by 100-plus artists and 
16 schools and attracted visitors from around 
New Zealand. 

More than 1500 school children were 
among those who explored 130 works ex-
hibited primarily outdoors, but also in Fort 
Takapuna’s military heritage buildings.   

Sculpture OnShore chair Sally Dewar, 
who lives locally, said she was delighted 
by the numbers who attended, and also by 
record arts sales which contributed to the 
amount raised. 

She thanked participating artists and 
sponsors and patrons.  

Jury said the money donated would 
continue to support refuge programmes, 
including providing crisis accommodation, 
essential personal-care items, and counsel-
ling and advocacy support.

New Zealand had the highest rate of 
domestic violence in the OECD, said Jury, 
with one in three women experiencing some 
form of abuse in their lifetime. 

“This is money that does things we can’t 
do otherwise.” 

It went straight into services, with none 
sliced off the top for administration.

“Every dollar that is raised is going 
straight into making women’s lives better.”

New linen for refuges would help women 
and children who came there feel valued, 
Jury said. 

Legal representation was another area 
that would be further supported, with many 
women, such as those on partner visas, 
ineligible for state assistance.

Some were in safe houses with their 
children for up to a year, unable to work and 
needing support, she said. 

Art of successful fundraising... Sculpture OnShore trust board chair Sally Dewar 
(left), of Stanley Point, with Women’s Refuge chief Ang Jury at the Navy Museum 
last week, when the record sum raised by the event this year was revealed. 
They pair stand in front of a sculpture of raised hands by Devonport artist Helen 
Pollock, who has been involved in the outdoor exhibition from its inception.

Numbers limited - bookings essentialNumbers limited - bookings essential

Fee includes a light morning tea Fee includes a light morning tea 

For more information and to book:  info@navymuseum.co.nzFor more information and to book:  info@navymuseum.co.nz

Creative Writing Workshops
Short focused workshops to increase your skills & confidence

with Lynn Dawson 
Workshop 1: Time & Place - Composition and Structure Workshop 1: Time & Place - Composition and Structure 

Wednesday 3 April , 10am - 1pmWednesday 3 April , 10am - 1pm
Cost $30 per personCost $30 per person

Workshop 2: Character Development - writing dialogue Workshop 2: Character Development - writing dialogue 
Wednesday 10 April , 10am - 1pmWednesday 10 April , 10am - 1pm

Cost $30 per personCost $30 per person
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Devonport accountant and author Sheryl 
Beaumont has successfully found a way to 
combine her passion for research and love 
of travel, with the exacting craft of writing.

This has recently resulted in the publica-
tion of her 10th book, The War Photogra-
phers, which she describes as “a crime 
novel disguised as historical fiction”. 

After its launch at the Devonport RSA 
last month, it found a place on Booksellers 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s Top-10 list before 
selling out. A second print run is arriving 
in stores now. 

The book tells a story set both in Britain 
during World War II and Berlin in the 
1980s. It centres on a woman who worked 
in code-cracking at Bletchley Park, an un-
solved crime, and the quest for answers to 
that takes her granddaughter to Germany. 
A New Zealand war photographer features, 
with the novel’s opening set in Oamaru.

 Beaumont – who writes as SL Beau-
mont, joking that using initials rather than 
her first name worked for Harry Potter 
creator JK Rowling – is now working on 
another novel, the third in a series based 
on the work of a forensic accountant, Kat 
Munro.

Munro assists police with inquiries into 
matters such as money laundering, drug 
trafficking and cyber crime. 

Beaumont sees parallels between the 
problem-solving nature of her day job as a 
director of Axiome Chartered Accountants 
and the creation of stories that unravel 
complex cases. 

Despite her track record of having books published – including a 
young-adult series with art crimes and Nazi looting at its heart – she 
has no intention of giving up her accountancy work to focus solely 
on writing.   

For more than a decade she has juggled writing around bringing 
up her three now-adult children and her career. 

It was when her children were still at school and she was working 
part-time that she wrote her first book, the first of the art series, The 

Carlswick Mysteries.
Beaumont, who grew up in Alexandra 

and attended Otago University, says she 
has always been a big reader, but back then 
“a career as a writer was something I never 
considered.” 

She moved to Auckland with her hus-
band. “We flatted here [in Devonport] 
before we went overseas. It has changed 
so much.” 

She spent seven years working in bank-
ing in the United Kingdom, before the 
couple headed back to Devonport 20 years 
ago, still charmed by its location and easy 
access to the CBD.

The lure of London, her favourite city, 
is still strong, however. She returned there 
for research on The War Photographer. 
“I’d been to Bletchley Park a number of 
times, but I also went to the Imperial War 
Museum, Churchill’s war room and the 
London Transport Museum.” 

In Berlin, she visited the museum near 
Checkpoint Charlie, where the wall once 
divided the east and west of the city. 

The days of the Stasi secret police 
holding sway in communist East Germany 
features in the novel’s story.  

Research and developing scenarios are 
things she greatly enjoys in her approach 
as an author. 

The trickiest part, she says, is coming up 
with a first draft. Then it’s polishing and a 
sometimes-drawn-out process of editing 
prior to production. 

The War Photographers took her around a year to write before  
submitting it to her publisher, and a further year before publication.

Painstaking attention to detail is also part of her accountancy work, 
and while that may not involve tracking down Nazi war criminals it 
does offer the quiet satisfaction of helping a diverse range of clients 
solve tax problems and the like. “Accountancy always has a result,” 
she says. And for the rest of her time: “The stories keep coming.” 
• The War Photographers is available at Paradox bookstore in Vic-
toria Rd. 

Accountant’s eye for detail adds up in writing sideline

Dual career... Sheryl Beaumont outside 
the Devonport RSA where her 10th book, 
set partly during World War II, launched.
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Now ShowingNow Showing
Dune, The Great Escaper, Drive Away DollsDune, The Great Escaper, Drive Away Dolls

May December, All of Us StrangersMay December, All of Us Strangers
May December, Poor ThingsMay December, Poor Things

How To Have Sex, Imaginary, BagheadHow To Have Sex, Imaginary, Baghead
And still showingAnd still showing One Life One Life

Check Times and book on our websiteCheck Times and book on our website
www.takapunamovies.co.nzwww.takapunamovies.co.nz

09 666 0714
Facebook and Instagram

@takapunabeachsidecinema

Peacemaker... Nunuku, who forbade war, cannibalism and murder in the 
Chatham Islands, depicted in one of the works painter Miriam Cameron is 
exhibiting at Satellite2 Gallery in Devonport from 24 March. Cameron, who 
visited the Chathams in 1999, has also drawn inspiration from rock carvings 
she saw there.  

Delayed reaction: Exhibition         draws on artist’s 1999 visit to Chatham Islands

9

ProudTO SUPPORT
DEPOT ARTSPACE

Tēnā koutou, 

As summer draws to a close and we head 
into autumn we’re very excited to be 
opening our gallery shop! Supporting 
local artists and artists from across 
Aotearoa, we will be selling handcrafted 
items, including ceramics, cards, jewellery, 
prints, glassware, Toi Māori, homewares, 
art and art publications. 

The gallery shop will be open to the public 
from Friday 5 April, so be sure to visit and 
support our local makers.

DEPOT Artspace’s second exhibition of 
2024, “New Principles” is a collection of 
contemporary furniture from emerging 
and established makers based in Tāmaki 
Makaurau. The exhibition includes the 
work of Emile Drescher, Jeremy Evison, 
Alex Guthrie, Josephine Jelicich, Raimana 
Jones and Ted Synnott. This exhibition 
brings furniture into the public eye not as 
accessories to a room, but as a highlight 
and objects of fine art.

DEPOT Sound is proud to present two 
exciting initiatives in April, including a 
collaborative and hands-on Songwriting 
Workshop for emerging songwriters, and 
an Audio Production Workshop for 
female and non-binary musos. With 
access to DEPOT Sound’s recording 
studios and feedback from industry 
professionals, you’ll expand your skills, 
confidence, and networks. Check out 
depot.org.nz/sound for full info on both 
workshops and to register today

Visit depot.org.nz to stay in touch and 
subscribe to our newsletter.

Ngā mihi nui,
Amy Saunders
Director | Kaiwhakahaere, DEPOT
amy.saunders@depot.org.nz
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A trip to the Chatham Islands/Rekohu nearly 
25 years ago has led a Belmont artist to her 
latest exhibition, partly inspired by the story 
of a pacifist Moriori chief from the 1500s.

Painter Miriam Cameron – who was 
herself active in the 1980s anti-nuclear 
movement – says:  “We need to honour 
the peacemakers... if we don’t honour the 
peacemakers what have we got?”

Her exhibition, Nunuku’s Light, open-
ing at Satellite2 gallery in Devonport on 
Sunday 24 March, also draws on symbols 
from distinctive petroglyphs she saw on 
the trip, including at Nunuku-whenua’s 
cave.  

These memories and a fascination with 
what she describes as “a little unique cul-
ture living in the middle of the Pacific” 
stuck with her through the years. 

She drew on memories, photographs 
and notes as source material to complete 
15 works in several bursts, starting around 
10 years ago, although most were painted 
recently. 

Cameron travelled with a small group of 
artists to do work commissioned in the lead-
up to an expected tourist boom to welcome 
in the new millennium. Among them was 
well-known painter Nigel Brown, who like 
Cameron was a member of Visual Artists 
Against Nuclear Arms (VANU). The group 
is responsible for a peace mural that is still 
on a wall at the corner of Ponsonby and 
Karagahape Rds.  

The visiting artists spent three weeks on 
the Chathams in October 1999. They were 
put up at the hotel in the main town, Waitan-
gi, in exchange for some art works which 
remain there. 

“I knew nothing about the Chathams 
until then,” Cameron told the Flagstaff. “It 
was quite intense, the whole stay there, the 
weather was intense.”

She fondly recalls its wild terrain and the 
seafood bounty – joining locals in shucking 
paua and cooking scallops. 

A trip to Pitt Island, where the “first light” 
of the 2000s was to fall, was quite an ordeal, 
however.

“They’re a tough breed. We went over in 
a little boat and I hung on to the captain’s 
Fair Isle jumper.” Once the rough trip was 
over, she says: “We threw ourselves down 
on the rocks.”

Learning about Nunuku was a highlight. 
He established Nunuku’s Law, forbidding 
war, cannibalism and murder. This was 
strictly obeyed by the Moriori, but in 1835 
hundreds of Maori came from the mainland 
and eventually killed many Moriori. 

Cameron says it was fascinating how 
Nunuku’s people lived in wild terrain under 
a covenant of peace. “What impressed us 
as artists for peace was that these people 
managed to stick with it, and live there for 
centuries.”

They and their descendants left behind 

dendroglyphs, the name given to carvings 
on trees, as well as the rock art, known as 
petroglyphs, which she says are like nothing 
she had seen before. Symbols depict birds, 
seals and waves, which are echoed in her 
expressionist paintings. 

The dendroglyphs show carved human 
forms. “What moved us as artists is the soft-
ness and gentleness of it – the happy faces 
on those trees.”

She recommends historian Michael King’s 
book A People Rediscovered and Barry 
Barclay’s film Feathers of Peace for those 
interested in learning more about the history 
of the Moriori. Having the Michael King 
Writers’ Centre nearby in Devonport chimed 
with her as one of the many connections with 
her own life that led her to offer her own take 

on the Chathams and its heritage of peace. 
Cameron is looking forward to what is 

her first exhibition to be held locally, after 
15 years living on the peninsula. Previously 
represented by a city gallery, her talent has 
already been recognised locally, however, in 

a ‘Cultural Icon’ interview she did with 
the Depot Artspace for its archives 
sometime ago under its former creative 
director Linda Blincko who now runs 
Satellite2 with partner Lynn Lawton. 

An earlier Cameron connection 
with the area is from the beginning 
of the 2000s, when she taught some 
community art courses at Takapuna 
Grammar School. She eschewed art 
school herself, saying she was prob-
ably rebelling against it because her 
painter mother was an Elam graduate. 

In her younger days she made 
political posters, but these days she is not 
actively involved. 

Cameron would like to go back to the 
Chathams, saying the images of its trees 
remain vivid in her mind. Some landscapes 
feature in her show, but mostly she says it is 
to honour a peacemaker, without getting into 
the politics of a complex history.   

“I’m going to give light back to Nunuku,” 
she says.
• Nunuku’s Light is at Satellite2 gallery, 61a 
Victoria Rd, Devonport, until 17 April. 

Delayed reaction: Exhibition         draws on artist’s 1999 visit to Chatham Islands

events@thevic.co.nz

www.thevic.co.nz | (09) 446 0100 | 48 Victoria Road

NOW SHOWING 
Ghostbusters:  
Frozen Empire (PG) 115min  NEW
ArtBeats: Perugino.  
Eternal Renaissance (E) 86min  NEW
Wicked Little Letters (M) 102min  NEW
The Convert (R13) 119min  NEW
Goodbye Julia (M) 120min  NEW
Imaginary (M) 105min  NEW
The Mountain (PG) 90min  Preview 24 MAR
The Vic Open Mic Night (Live Show)  28 MAR         

COMING SOON  
Godzilla x Kong:  
The New Empire (TBA) 115min  28 MAR
The Mountain (PG) 90min  28 MAR 
Kung Fu Panda 4 (TBA) 90min  
 Previews 29 MAR - 2 APR

Thanks 
to our partnering  

businesses
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008 | 916 6000

Est.1984

Discover urban sophistication in a 156sqm (approx) penthouse in Takapuna, 
perfect for professionals or retirees. Featuring 3 bedrooms, 2 ensuites, guest 
bathroom, luxury kitchen, open living with city views, and 30sqm (approx) 
entertaining decks. Skylights, heat pump, underfloor heating, and a study 
enhance comfort. Steps from shopping, cafes, and the beach. Includes two 
carparks, storage, secure access, and is pet-friendly. 

TAKAPUNA | 503/16 HURON STREET
Elevate Your Lifestyle | Luxury Penthouse Maison

premium.co.nz/80522   
VIEW | SUN 3 - 3.30 PM  premium.co.nz/80522  
SET DATE OF SALE | 27 MAR 2024 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
        
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533  OFFICE 916 6000

Discover luxury in a brand-new Takapuna terrace townhouse. Featuring 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a guest toilet, double garage, and a lift servicing all 
floors. Approximately 196sqm of elegant space. Premium finishes and Miele 
kitchen appliances complement the indoor-outdoor flow to a spacious deck. 
Enjoy central air conditioning, video intercom, EV charging, and proximity to 
shops, restaurants, and beaches. Ideal for commuters with easy motorway 
access. Experience the pinnacle of urban living. 
premium.co.nz/80527
VIEW | SAT/SUN 1-1.45 PM  OR BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION

Located walking distance to Takapuna beach, this 548sqm (approx) 
freehold property features a 6 bedroom, 3 bathroom home, elevated with 
potential for sea views. It includes its own vehicle access and sits on a 
corner lot, offering a unique redevelopment chance. Owners have resource 
consent for two homes. An excellent opportunity for families or developers. 
Contact for viewings.

TAKAPUNA | 23 EWEN STREET  
Superb Position with Development Opportunity

premium.co.nz/80485
VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494  
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 OFFICE 916 6000

Escape to luxury and tranquility on the Matakana coast. This property boasts 
riparian rights, a concrete boat ramp for easy vessel launch, and mesmerising 
sea views. Enjoy a timber walkway to the beach, a pool, and a spa. The 
home features covered dining areas, three lounges, and high-quality fixtures. 
Constructed with concrete, cedar, and schist, it includes a four-car garage, gym, 
and internal lift. A masterpiece offering unparalleled luxury and a dream lifestyle.

MAHURANGI EAST | 16 GRANT STREET 
Redefining Luxury | The Ultimate Waterfront Escape

premium.co.nz/90137 
VIEW | SAT/SUN BY PRIVATE APPOINTMENT
TENDER | 04 APR 2024 AT 5 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

TAKAPUNA | 5/29 BRACKEN AVENUE 
Brand New Lock & Leave in Central Takapuna 

HARRY RICHARDS 021 0814 4513
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 OFFICE 916 6000

LINDA SMITH 021 470 175 
ROBERT MATULICH 021 634 059 OFFICE 422 9280


