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Soap opera... Giant bubbles proved a huge source of excitement at Friday After 5 in Clarence St, 
which welcomed summer with an evening of music, food and fun. Pictures, pages 10-13.      

To page 2

Pop stars revel in bubble bonanza

Iwi tight-lipped on talk of another retirement village

Old-schOOl 
extra-mile  
service and  
tip-tOp results,  
time after time

Helen Michell
021 210 3228

a ltO G e t h e r  B e t t e r

Licensed under the reA Act 2008

Speculation is mounting that Ngāti Whātua 
Ōrākei is investigating the possibility of 
another retirement-village project on the 
Devonport peninsula.

Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei owns 28.7ha on the 
peninsula, including the 4.25ha which was 
leased to Ryman Healthcare for its William 

Sanders retirement village in Ngataringa Rd. 
A treaty settlement included the transfer 

of swathes of Navy land – much of it pre-
viously used for Navy housing – valued at 
$96 million.

The five-storey Ryman village on the 
Wakakura block is close to fully occupied, 

with a final release of apartments on the 
market. The land lease is for 150 years.

The Flagstaff has been told Ngāti Whātua 
is in the early stages of investigating another 
similar project on the peninsula. 

Its holdings include sites in Bayswater, 
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Season’s greetings and happy holidays

09 445 9800

   From page 1

63 Victoria Rd, Devonport
Phone 445 8350

devonportflowers.co.nz

Beautiful Flowers,  
Plants and Giftwares

Come and visit us at Devonport 
Flowers to discover nature’s 

beauty with our curated  
selection of vibrant flowers, 

diverse collection of botanicals 
and boutique range of  
gifts and homewares.
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NZ COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER AWARDS
Best Community Involvement:   
2021, 2016, 2014, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2005
Best Special Project/Supplement: 2016, 2020
VOYAGER/CANON MEDIA AWARDS
Community Reporter of the Year: Winner 2018
Community Newspaper of the Year: Finalist 2017 

DC-3 flights gift you an
unforgettable experience and 
breathtaking views to create  
a perfect adventure in the air.

Departing on select weekends 
through summer from 30th  
December 2023, at the domestic  
terminal at Auckland Airport.

and land currently leased to the Navy in 
Vauxhall Rd, next to Fort Takapuna. The 
Vauxhall Rd site has the potential for spec-
tacular views.   

When asked directly if another retirement 
home lease was under consideration, the 
chief executive of Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei 

investment arm Whai Rawa, Grant Kemble, 
said: “Looking ahead, we are exploring a 
range of options for our North Shore land 
holdings, including both developments for 
sale and those designed for rental purposes.

“We will keep the community informed 
as our plans take shape. Our commitment 
to quality remains unchanged and our focus 
will continue to be creating spaces that 

enhance and complement the existing area.”
The Flagstaff sought greater detail from  

Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei, but a spokesperson 
would add only that: “We will share more 
when we have confirmed plans.”

Over the past 18 months, Whai Rawa 
has completed and sold 29 homes in Ngāti 
Whātua Ōrākei’s Belmont development, 
Oneoneroa.  

Peninsula land owners ‘exploring a range of options’

To all our readers and advertisers, 
warmest wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year from the staff and publishers 
of the Devonport Flagstaff.  

As we all look forward to a relaxing 
summer after another challenging 
year for Auckland, the country and the 
world, we hope you are able to take 
time out to enjoy the special things 
about living here on the Devonport 
peninsula. 

To those who are working through, 
thank you; to those ‘staycationing’, 
what better place to do it? To anyone 

heading away, safe travels.  
We are proud to be your independent 

voice for local news and appreciate 
your interest and support. We look 
forward to continuing to report on local 
issues and achievements in 2024. 

Look out for the year’s first Flagstaff 
on 26 January. Our office reopens with 
limited hours from 15 January.

For holiday reading – ideal for guests 
you may be hosting – pick up a copy 
of our Destination Devonport visitor’s 
guide in the village or at the ferry 
terminal. 

HON
SIMON
WATTS
MP for North Shore
northshore@parliament.govt.nz

  simonwattsmp

Authorised by Hon Simon Watts, 
Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.
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Helen’s happy hundreth blows up with the kids
On her 100th birthday last Thursday, Helen 
Hulbert’s iPhone ran hot. 

A swarm of texts and calls arrived from 
friends and family, including some from her 
great-grandchildren, with whom she keeps in 
regular phone contact. 

The former teacher, who says she wasn’t 
interested when the first computers appeared, 
has since then adapted well to a modern 
world in which her young descendants are 
only a few keystrokes away.

When the Flagstaff called in to her 
self-contained flat in Ascot Ave, a card of 
congratulations from King Charles (with a 
portrait of him and Queen Camilla on the 
front) sat on her lounge table. 

She had also received a message from 
the Governor-General and was tickled to 
get a hand-written note from North Shore 
MP Simon Watts. However, she was quick 
to add: “In my day we were taught to never 
talk about religion or politics or money at 
social gatherings or outings.”

Helen was born in Scotland, immigrating 
aged one, with parents Jack (an accountant) 
and Isobella Horne. The family eventually 
settled on the North Shore, first in Milford 
in a number of rented houses before buying 
a house in Byron Ave, Takapuna. 

Helen recalls a rural community, with 
nearby Bracken Ave largely paddocks. She 
had a pony, which sparked a lifelong love of 
horse riding. She was a founding member of 
the North Shore Riding Club and travelled 
to hunts at Pakuranga.

She was homeschooled until starting at 
Milford School at age seven. On her first 
day, she and her sister Margaret were dressed 
in “tartan and green sweaters” and had their 
parents’ Scottish accents. “All the children 
gathered around to listen to us talk.”

When she went to Takapuna Grammar 
School in 1937, girls wore gloves and stock-
ings and were taught in separate classes  from 
the boys. “We didn’t want to talk to the boys 

anyway,” she said.
Subjects were assigned rather than chosen: 

Helen studied Latin, French, maths, science 
and botany. She played tennis and golf. “I 
really wanted to play hockey, but my father 
thought it was too rough.”

She left school to go to Auckland Teach-
ers’ Training College, aged 17. She was 
a first-year teacher at Takapuna Primary, 
then did country service at Wainui, before 
returning to the North Shore where she had 
a stint at Devonport Primary – with a class 
of 59 students. 

Promotion to secondary school was not yet 
automatic – Helen recalls one pupil was 14. 

It was the start of a lifetime of teaching 
and relieving at local schools: Devonport 
(where she had at least four stints), Belmont 

and Takapuna primary schools. 
On holiday in Rotorua after World War 

II, she met husband Jack, who had just 
returned from military service and a stint in 
Singapore’s infamous Changi prison camp. 
“I wasn’t particularly interested initially,” 
she said. But Jack pursued her. “People did 
not sleep around then like these days. Men 
were keen to get married.” 

Married in Remuera, the couple settled 
on the Shore, eventually buying a house on 
Lake Rd opposite Takapuna Grammar. They 
had five children: John, Virginia, Janet, Trish 
and Richard. “In those days the house backed 
onto strawberry gardens and paddocks – it 
was farms back then.”

A keen gardener and member of St 
George’s Presbyterian Church in Takapuna, 
Helen also played bridge and golf, but after  
breaking a leg aged 76 took up croquet at the 
Devonport club in Wairoa Rd. 

For 28 years she has lived in her flat behind 
Trish’s and son-in-law Maurice’s  house. She 
is resistant to moving to a rest home. 

She has no secret for longevity. “I kept 
eating butter when it was out of fashion, I’ve 
always eaten eggs – but I haven’t overdone 
it. Not because of moderation but because I 
did not want any more.”

She has had to be a resilient person. Her 
husband Jack died aged 70 in 1992 and most 
of her friends are gone. Along with the joys 
of parenthood, she experienced personal 
tragedy when daughter Janet was killed 
by a drunk driver at 13. Another daughter, 
Virginia, has also died. 

She has eight grandchildren and 10 “al-
most 11” great-grandchildren, with a new 
arrival imminent. “I’m very lucky to have a 
lovely family.”

Apart from poor eyesight, she’s in excel-
lent health. “And I haven’t had Covid yet, 
touch wood.”

For her birthday celebration last Saturday 
around 40 family members called by. 

Ton up... Helen Hulbert’s 100th 
brought a card from King Charles
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VICTORIA BIDWELL
4 out of the top 5 and 
7 out of the top 10 sales 
ever in Devonport 
Listed and Sold by Victoria

North Shore's top  
residential sale for 2022
Listed and Sold by Victoria

North Shore's top
residential sale to date 
2023
Listed and Sold by Victoria

Over $900 million of 
completed sales
Listed and Sold by Victoria

Victoria Bidwell
Luxury Property and Waterfront Specialist
021 947 080 | victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz
Top Individual Residential Agent - Bayleys North Shore for 17 Years (inc 2022/23)

International Property Awards, London - Winner Best Marketing BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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The Devonport East Gentleman’s Athletic 
Club celebrated 50 years this month with 
breakfast and drinks at co-founder Murray 
Henshall’s Cheltenham home.

The group was formed in 1973 by Henshall 
(79) and Dean Wotherspoon  (80).

The pair had become friends when they 
realised they had both played for the Chicago 
Lions rugby team at different times.

They began running every Saturday 
morning with another local, Rob Fisher, but 
the group soon grew as friends were added. 

The group would always leave Henshall’s 
home at 7am on Saturdays, rain or shine, and 
return for a cup of tea and a chat. 

Initially, he was living in Ascot Ave, but 
for the past 42 years the group has gathered 
at his home in Cheltenham Rd. 

The group has taken part in hundreds of 
marathons, half-marathons, 10km runs and 
triathlons. 

The years of pounding the pavement will 
clearly have had health benefits, but might 
also have played a part in the need for nu-
merous hip and knee replacements among 
the participants. Wotherspoon has had a hip 
replaced and Henshall a knee. 

The running was abandoned in favour of 
walking just over 10 years ago.

 But the time-honoured route remains the 
same: Down Cheltenham Rd to Torpedo Bay, 
along the waterfront to the Navy Base, via 
Calliope Rd to Stanley Bay, then through the 
Navy sports grounds and golf course to the 
north end of Cheltenham Beach, and back 
to Henshall’s. 

All the members of the group are friends 
living in Devonport. Henshall says the reg-
ular meet-up has been great for keeping in 
touch with mates. 

More than 50 members have been part of 
the club over the years.

One of the group, graphic designer Fraser 
Gardyne, produced t-shirts for the 50th an-
niversary celebration which asked “Murray 
are you awake?”

It harks back to members arriving at his 
house uncertain if he was up and about 
ready to go.

Making a presentation to Wotherspoon 
and Henshall, another group member, Rob 
Towner, said he wanted to honour Murray 
and Dean on their “50-year civil union”.

Henshall responded they were “just kissing 
cousins”.

He was delighted to have the 50th cel-
ebration attended by 22 members at his 
Cheltenham home, as he and wife Vicki are 
in the process of selling the property.

The club will continue, however. The 
meeting place is likely to shift around the 
corner to Dean Wotherspoon’s house in 
Jubilee Ave.

Celebrating 50 years… Murray Henshall (front left) and Dean Wotherspoon (front right) with fellow club 
members

Well done, gents! Pavement pounders clock up 50 years  
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FOR MARKETING

THAT SELLS

AND SERVICE THAT

ASTOUNDS

Team Linda Simmons
FOR MARKETING THAT SELLS

& SERVICE THAT ASTOUNDS

027 459 0957
linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

Year end results for 2022/2023 (Residential):

No.1 BAYLEYS DEVONPORT
No.1 BAYLEYS NORTH SHORE
No.11 BAYLEYS NATIONAL

ALL OVER DEVONPORT

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services
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The Esplanade Hotel’s “sad and dangerous 
state of disrepair” has prompted a Devon-
port Heritage campaign to encourage the 
owner to better maintain the 120-year-old 
building.

“We are extremely concerned about the 
condition of the Esplanade,” Devonport 
Heritage chair Margot McRae said in a letter 
to owners Sun Aohua Ltd. 

The 1903 hotel has the highest level of 
protection given to historic buildings in New 
Zealand, with a category A heritage listing 
and a category 1 heritage classification 
under the Auckland Unitary Plan. 

“However, it is in a sad and dangerous 
state of disrepair,” McRae said. 

Devonport Heritage wants the owner 
to provide a maintenance programme as 
evidence of ongoing upkeep. 

“Its exterior is unkempt and worn and is in 
desperate need of repainting,” McRae said.

The interior was showing severe signs of 
dampness and some furniture was worn out. 
Earthquake strengthening also needed to be 
addressed soon. 

Devonport people had repeatedly told 
the heritage group that they were sad and 
angry at the neglected state of the building,  
McRae said. 

It was hugely valued by locals for its 
beauty and history

And until recently it was a thriving venue, 
she added. “It’s the last waterfront hotel in 
Devonport, and we know what happened 
to the  Masonic (turned into apartments 
without a hospitality function after it was 
poorly maintained for years),” McRae said. 

The Esplanade sold to Sun Aohua NZ Ltd 

for $6.2 million in 2015. 
The Flagstaff reported at the time that the 

buyers were a family from Guangzhou, in 
southern China.

The building had previously sold in 2004, 
for $3.91 million. 

The Flagstaff approached the owner for 
comment but had not received a response 
by deadline. 

Esplanade Hotel’s state worries heritage group 

Hoping for better things at the Esplanade… Margot McRae (left) and Trish Deans of Devonport Heritage 

Tatty… Worn furniture and an exterior plant pot in need of a repaint 
indicate the poor state of the historic hotel 
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Open to 
8pm Weekdays 

& Every Saturday

CALL 445 0097

For Honest Affordable 
Emergency Dental Care

W E B S I T E

$149

DENTAL

CLEANS

INCLUDES OPTIONAL-

CHECKUP & 

XRAYS

Open to 
8pm Weekdays 

& Every Saturday

CALL 445 0097

For Honest Affordable 
Emergency Dental Care

W E B S I T E

$149

DENTAL

CLEANS

INCLUDES OPTIONAL-

CHECKUP & 

XRAYS

8 Victoria Road, Devonport

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
AT THE NAVY MUSEUM 

Gifts to suit all ages 
and budgets.

Open 7 days, 10am - 5pm 
64 King Edward Parade

Devonport

www.navymuseum.co.nz

Opportunity knocks: Fourth thrift shop arrives
Devonport is becoming even more of a 
bargain hunters’ mecca, with the opening of 
a fourth charity shop in the village centre.

The SPCA is opening a new opportunity  
shop in the former Westpac bank premises 
on the corner of Victoria Rd and Clarence St 
on 20 December.

Harbour Hospice, the Salvation Army and 
the Anglican Church already have op shops 
in Devonport. A retro retail store on the main 
street adds to the offering for treasure and 
bargain hunters.  

SPCA head of retail Cathy Crichton said: 
‘‘We are so glad to be able to have a presence 
in a community that we know is filled with 
passionate animal lovers.”

All the profits from the new store would 
help support animals in need, “a cause we 
know many in this community support”.

Donations can be dropped off at the store 
from 18 December, or can be collected by 
truck for free.

Prime location...The SPCA is moving into premises which has been 
mostly vacant since the Westpac bank branch closed in 2019
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Still out there... the Cheltenham Beach platform in the new position   
deemed safe by council, though resident Claes Gibel disagrees

Moved Cheltenham Beach pontoon ‘still too far out’
The Cheltenham Beach pontoon was ini-
tially moored in the wrong place, Auckland 
Council has admitted, but a local resident 
believes its new location still poses a drown-
ing risk for children.  

Council contractors mistakenly placed 
the pontoon around 20 metres further from 
shore than specified by its resource consent.

They moved it to the correct position at 
the beginning of December, said council 
operations manager for Devonport Sarah 
Jones. 

But long-time Cheltenham resident Claes 
Gibel believes it still too far out, and much 
more difficult to reach than it used to be.

He said that teenagers can easily swim to 
the platform but that younger children still 
might struggle. 

“This platform should bring safe en-
joyment to all kids, not just teenagers and 
older.” 

Gibel first notified the council about the 
pontoon placement late last month. 

Jones said council “must place the pon-
toon in the area outlined in the resource 
consent and moving it closer to shore would 
reduce the amount of water under the pon-
toon at low tide”.

She said the pontoon was now in a “safe 
and accessible location” but that the exact 
position may be different from where it 

was last year.
Gibel said the water level under the pon-

toon at low tide didn’t matter, as the bay 
was almost completely level all the way out.

The council reasoning showed those 
responsible hadn’t visited Cheltenham or 

even seen pictures of it at low tide. 
“In this particular bay regardless of where 

you put the platform it will sit on the bottom 
at low tide.”

He said the platform could be half as far 
from the beach without any adverse effects.

TGS athlete wins national shot-put title 
Takapuna Grammar School student Kate 
Hallie has won shot-put gold at the New 
Zealand Secondary School Athletics na-
tionals,  

The Year 12 student won the senior compe-
tition with a throw of 14.19m at the three-day 
50th anniversary event held last weekend in 
Christchurch. She placed fourth in discus 
and also made the New Zealand secondary 
schools team selected after the event. 

Another local to make the team was 
Devonport resident James Ford, who was  
named best senior boys’ athlete at the na-
tionals.  He runs for King’s College and won 
the senior 400m and 800m races in times of 
47.99 and 2:02.04 respectively and was in 
Kings 4 x 400m winning relay team. 

TGS’s Sascha Letica, who is in the NZ 
secondary schools cross country team going 
to Kenya in April, got a bronze in the senior 

1500m final.
And Asha Edwards, also from TGS got 

bronze in the junior 3000m.
It has been a strong year for Hallie, who 

was named girls’ sporting all-rounder at the 
recent TGS awards ceremony. She competes 
in athletics, and also plays in its top netball 
side. In April she represented New Zealand’s 
secondary schools athletics team at the Aus-
tralian secondary nationals. 
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Ready to rock... Harper Crause (7) playing a balloon guitar on stage with singer Mema Wilda

Let summer begin! Families flock for Friday fun
Young and old turned up to enjoy Friday after Five on 1 December, when Clarence St turned 

into a pedestrian-friendly precinct with plenty to entertain the crowd.

         MILFORD       121 Kitchener Road       09 972 2354Shop online   -   www.mikkoshoes.nz
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Helping you make the  
retirement of your dreams reality

Invested in you having a successful time
Hi I’m John, and I’m not your average investment advisor.
Having been in the business for over 30 years, working for top investment 
firms, being named investment adviser of the year in 2016.
My passion is helping my clients through the experience of working with me.
I’m in the business of making work optional. Life does not end when  
you hit 65, for many life just starts to begin!
It’s having the choice to work or not. Would you like that choice?

Less Risk                   More Control                   Greater Certainty

SPEAK TO JOHN

Phone: 09 444 1963 or visit johnmilner.co.nz

Arms full... Dad Mark Banbrook with Albie and Tully joined the 
crowd in Clarence St

Easy rider... Eighteen-month-old  
Penny Vivian with mum Holly Vivian

Sweet as... Fleur Branham (2) enjoys an ice cream with dad  
Jack Branham 

Flower power... Hattie Nikkel with a 
balloon bloom
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Reach for it... Giant bubbles kept the kids entertained. Below: Friends Niamh Harrington, Leila Ison and 
Millie Ison, all of Belmont Intermediate School; and Jess Walmsley with daughter Sophia Walmsley (6) 

Exhibiting Artists
Carolyn Lye
Denis Bourke
Frank Womble
Jeff Thomson
Kristin Ivill
Lindsay Antrobus Evans
Liz McAuliffe
Martin Law
Michelle Morunga
Prue MacDougall
Tony Johnston

 61a victoria road devonport     www.satellite2.co.nz     Lynn Lawton    021 685 737
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In a spin... Devonport Primary School pupil Millie McCarthy learns 
how to keep a plate aloft.  
Left, from top: Blair Leighton with daughter Luna (3); Friends  
Elise Barker (left) and Nicole Rossi; Elise (left) and Ashley Geddis.  

WHERE SKIN SMART STARTS

Book in for a full skin check,
it could save your life. 

Dermatologist, Dr David Lim
www.skintel.co.nz  0800 SKINTEL
Affiliated providers of:
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Devonport
1/38 Old Lake Road

2

Unbeatable Value in Narrow Neck!
So much space and a lift, two garages, two storage rooms, all with sweeping views. Discover this
solidly built townhouse that stands the test of time. Bricks, concrete block, and tiled roof
encompassing 230m2 of spacious living. Tradies, businesses or hobbyists will love the two garages
and workshops, and young mums or mobility impaired grateful for the convenient lift. Positioned
high in the landscape, the property remained unaffected during recent floods. Close to so many
amenities such as shops, bus stops, playgrounds, a free book library, Narrow Neck Beach, this
home ensures both low-maintenance living, convenience, and a lifestyle many would envy. Owner
has purchased and need this sold!

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale
$1,329,000

View
As advertised or by appointment
harcourts.co.nz/L24371129

Jackie Mark
021 458 797
jackie.mark@harcourts.co.nz

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM 
THE DEVONPORT TEAM
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Timeless Elegance

4 2

Devonport
27 Jubilee Avenue

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale
Price by Negotiation

View
As advertised or by appointment
harcourts.co.nz/L25671805

Welcome to a quiet and peaceful cul de sac, nestled on the fringe of the iconic North Head, with
great sea views to the west, over the Inner Waitemata Harbour and the City Skyline beyond.
Welcome to life in the Auckland’s favourite little seaside village, the superb local beaches, parks
and reserves, high decile schools, a waterfront stroll to the City ferry, boutique shops, the cafes,
and the restaurants that Devonport locals so much enjoy. Welcome to a substantial and
immaculately presented double story 1920’s Californian Style Bungalow boasting magnificent
authentic features, yet perfectly adapted for modern day living.  27 Jubilee Avenue is an attractive
and substantial four bedroom, two bathroom family home, with formal and informal living areas,
spacious front garden, elevated private entertaining deck with lawns, and a large double garage. 

Ian Cunliffe
027 227 9322
ian.cunliffe@harcourts.co.nz

Devonport 09 446 2030
Proud Sponsor Of

North Shore Rugby Club

HAVE YOURSELF
‘A Merry Little Christmas’
Thanks to all of my great clients, and 
all those who work so hard for our
wonderful community. 

M: 027 227 9322
E: ian.cunliffe@harcourts.co.nz

Ian Cunliffe

Licensed REAA 2008
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Devonport
12A Albert Road

3

Ian Cunliffe
027 227 9322
ian.cunliffe@harcourts.co.nz

View
Thursday 6-7pm, Saturday/Sunday 1-2pm
 harcourts.co.nz/L25661180

A Spectacular Devonport Residence
Perfectly nestled on the fringe of the iconic Mount Victoria, with panoramic views of the Hauraki
Gulf and a sunny north facing aspect, 12A Albert Road is accessed via a long private driveway. This
magnificent home has five spacious bedrooms, one of which is set within a ground floor self-
contained wing that includes a living area, kitchenette, and ensuite bathroom. The spacious main
bedroom has a walk-in wardrobe, ensuite, and outer balcony with great northerly views. A home
study is handy for those office-free 'work from home' days, and for those who want to unwind and
relax, a superb home theatre room with bar is adjacent to the ground floor internal access garage.
The expansive main living area is exceptionally designed, with an abundance of living space and
an additional semi-enclosed lounge. An outer balcony is perfect for alfresco entertainment and
the bespoke chef's kitchen with butler's pantry is quite simply sensational. The top floor boasts an
additional living area and double bedroom with access to the lawn and sub-tropical garden
leading up to Mount Victoria. This majestic Devonport residence is one of the best you'll see
throughout the coastal North Shore of Auckland, an idyllic family home in an exceptional locality. 

Devonport 09 446 2030
Proud Sponsor Of

North Shore Rugby Club

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Tender
Wednesday 24th January at 4.00pm
(Unless Sold Prior)
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Maria 
R E A L  E S T A T E  S P E C I A L I S T S

Marissa
&

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Summer St

Victoria Rd

Ngataringa Rd

Albert Rd

Roslyn Tce

Hanlon Cres
Maria Stevens
021 979 084 
maria.stevens@harcourts.co.nz 

Marissa Muirhead
021 337 222
marissa.muirhead@harcourts.co.nz 

Thank you for all your support over 2023 and for entrusting us with your
real estate needs and community events. From our family to yours, we
wish you a joyous and peaceful holiday season. 

To Our Community

18 Clarence Street
Devonport

Coming Soon! In The New Year!

We have a selection of new properties coming  to the market in February!
Get ahead of the game and call us!

We are here to assist you over the holidays & happy to catch up to have a
chat about your Real Estate needs, whether for property advice, an
appraisal or plans to market your home ready for the New Year. 

Give us a call.

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

#1 Agents Harcourts Cooper & Co Devonport #3 Agents Harcourts Cooper & Co 
November 2023 November 2023

#1 Lifestyle & Rural Harcourts Northern Region #1 Most Trusted Real Estate Brand 
Harcourts Quarterly Awards November 11 Years in a Row! 2012 - 2023

Proven Success! 
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Devonport
6 Shoal Bay Road

Simply Stylish on Shoal Bay
The owners have found their next project meaning you get to enjoy all the hard work and love they
have put into renovating this stunning home. Offering four good sized bedrooms, two bathrooms,
two lounges plus a bonus office space or snug and a large laundry, this home is designed with a
busy family in mind. The gorgeous and light-filled kitchen and dining space opens to a balcony
with views across to Mt Victoria. Easy-care gardens including fruit trees and olives mean you don't
have to spend your weekends gardening, leaving you time to host BBQs by the pool in your own
little slice of Stanley Bay paradise. The location is fantastic being so close to the village and access
to transport to both the city and up to Takapuna. With a brand-new garage and off-street parking
or room for the boat, this property really does have it all. View this stunning home today. 

Jemma Glancy
021 246 5300
jemma.glancy@harcourts.co.nz

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale
Price by Negotiation

View
Call for viewing times
harcourts.co.nz/L25618318

Devonport 09 446 2030
Proud Sponsor Of

North Shore Rugby Club

Devonport
71A Ngataringa Road

Stunning Coastal Retreat
Located in a quiet cul-de-sac this home is ready and waiting for the next family to move in and
enjoy it just as the current owners have. A stunning new kitchen finished in the latest on-trend
green with stone bench tops and brass fittings makes a statement in the open-plan living and
dining area. There are two good-sized bedrooms and a third large room that could be used for
additional living space. The bathroom has a separate shower and bath with the toilet in another
room. There is a shed in the back garden which is ideal for the additional toys and storage or could
be converted as a separate office or man cave! A utility room behind the roller garage door at the
front of the house has a small gym set up but equally has various uses. Filled with light and
sunshine,  this home is ideal for a first-home buyer, young family or as an investment opportunity.

Diana Murray
021 911 522
diana.murray@harcourts.co.nz

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd. Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale
Price by Negotiation

View
As advertised or by appointment
harcourts.co.nz/L25626409

Rachael Bridger
0275 860 070
rachael.bridger@harcourts.co.nz
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A double-width raised crossing costing up to 
$400,000 will be built by Auckland Transport 
(AT) at Narrow Neck. 

The project was one of two chosen by 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board after 
a protracted wrangle over allocations of its 
discretionary spend at several workshops. 

At a recent follow-up meeting, the board 
unanimously put on record its frustration with 
AT over both the “extreme costs” of roading 
works proposed and AT pushing its choice 
of projects ahead of exploring the board’s 
preferences. 

A wide platform crossing will replace the 
existing crossing between the beach reserve 
cafe and Woodall Reserve car part at Narrow 
Neck, though a date for construction hasn’t 
been set. 

Local-board chair Toni van Tonder liked 
the idea of a wider crossing, but wanted to 
know if the upgrade would cope with flood-
ing. AT staff said the crossing would include 
provision to deal with stormwater.

The board rejected an AT proposal that 
board-controlled funds be used for a cross-
ing at Campbells Bay Primary School on 
Aberdeen Rd, reiterating the view it took 
in  September that AT should fund the 
estimated $375,000 project cost from its 
Safe Speeds programme, as has been done 
with other upgrades near schools, rather 
than through the Local Board Transport 
Capital Fund. 

Instead, the board voted to prioritise an-

other signalised crossing on Forrest Hill Rd 
near Blakeborough Dr, where a pedestrian 
was killed in 2018. 

In discussing around half a dozen short-list-
ed projects, deputy chair Terence Harpur and 
members Gavin Busch and George Wood 
challenged AT officials on costs, with the 
estimated cost of the Forrest Hill crossing 
prompting Busch to say “$600,000 for a 
raised crossing sticks in my craw”.  

Three crossings recently put close together 
on East Coast Rd, opposite the Pupuke Golf 
Course, also raised members’ hackles at the 
meeting. Wood asked exactly how much 
these cost, but an AT staff member said he 
did not know and would have to report back. 

Earlier advice had been that raised-cross-
ing costs varied, with some dearer due to 
stormwater work or signalising, meaning 
there was “no one size fits all” price. 

Van Tonder said the board had already 
lost out over previous years on what it 
could do with its annual discretionary fund, 
due to “poor advice” from AT. Now, views 
expressed  at workshops on preferences had 
“not at all been followed”, she said. 

 AT was foisting on boards the cost of safe-
ty and maintenance work that had previously 
come from AT coffers. 

In backing the Narrow Neck and Forrest 
Hill Rd crossings as its projects, the board 
said it wanted to do more for less.

“We are allocating those projects,” said 
Harpur. “We are not saying go ahead with a 

$400,000 crossing and a $600,000 crossing, 
but [asking for] lower-cost options.” 

The board hoped extra smaller projects 
could be costed and delivered. 

But AT has said it cannot fully cost all 
projects the board wants to look at, due to 
budget constraints. It would only report back 
on the shortlist.

AT also said if the Campbells Bay school 
crossing had been chosen as well as Narrow 
Neck, it would leave room for several smaller 
projects, among them speed-calming meas-
ures on Hamana Ave in Belmont and pavers 
in Devonport.  

“We still very strongly think that AT should 
be doing a lot of these projects themselves,” 
van Tonder said. 

The board asked for AT to come back with 
a range of cost options for its approval on 
final designs. It wanted any left-over money 
spent on speed signs at agreed locations. 

The Local Board Transport Fund was set 
up to allow the city’s boards to make choices 
for their communities, but it has been steadily 
whittled away by AT due to a Covid spending 
freeze and subsequent budget pressures. 

The fund for the current financial year is 
$991,805, down from $1.2 million last year. 

Top of the board’s list for its spend over 
two board terms was accruing towards the 
cost of a Francis St-Esmonde Rd pathway, 
but AT said last year it did not have the money 
to build this and board funds were not being 
rolled over.

Transport project obstinacy provokes politicians’ ire

A free Christmas Day lunch will be held at 
the Holy Trinity Church Hall in Church St.

The lunch is at 11.30am, following the 
9:30am Christmas Day service.

Those planning to attend are asked to 
RSVP to the church office so numbers can 
be catered for: Admin@holytrinity.gen.nz.

Christmas lunch

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.CO.NZ

Steve Hofstetter  
in Auckland

31 December, 9.45pm
No-holds-barred  

stand-up performance.

Shakespeare in a Week!
8-12 January 2024

A one-week Shakespeare  
programme for ages 12-18.

Shakespeare in the Park
20 January-17 February 2024

A Midsummer Night’s Dream  
& Measure for Measure  

performed on alternate nights.

CHRISTMAS SALE

*Promotion closes Fri 29 Dec. Prize drawn on Sat 30 December

SATURDAY 02 – 30 December 9.30am-3.00pm
Hello Vous Pop Up, Old Post Office Building

10 Victoria Road, Devonport
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Get Tuit Cabinetry is your local 
cabinetry, fine woodworking and 
design specialist on the Peninsular
We work with our 
clients to bring their 
dreams & ideas to life.

Our clients appreciate 
our meticulous  
attention to detail 
and creative solutions.

Please contact us by emailing  
gettuit.cabinetry@gmail.com  
or calling 021 819 383
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North Shore Rugby Club honours well-known figures
Gordon Stuart and Laurie Margrain were 
awarded life memberships of the North Shore 
Rugby Club at the club’s annual meeting 
earlier this month.

Margrain played for the club in the 1970s, 
was involved with the juniors in the early 90s 
then served on the committee. He was club 
chair for most of the 1990s, guiding the club 
through the  decade’s severe financial storms. 

He oversaw a $100,000 club refurbishment 
and introduced the 100 Club, which has been 
a major fundraiser. Its  jackpot draw is always 
an after-match highlight. 

Margrain, who has had a long business 
career, was the chairman of North Harbour 
Rugby during the early 2000s and has had 
two spells as a member of the Auckland 
Blues board. 

 Stuart’s father, Jim, was a legendary 
administrator for North Shore and North Har-
bour for more than 40 years. Gordon played 
during the 1980s and then had a short stint 
as club treasurer before heading overseas. 

He later became involved with the juniors 
and chaired the juniors subcommittee during 
the early 2000s. 

He has been a member of the club commit-
tee ever since, looking after club functions 
including the well-known Seagulls Lunch 
with another life member in Simon Gundry.

Derek Armstrong and Vesna Burgess 
received Gold Service Awards.

 Burgess, who is married to club chair Peter 
Burgess, is a part of the Botica whanau and 
is a lifelong member. She was recognised for  
her contribution to the club’s  Sesquicenten-
nial celebrations 

Armstrong, a well known local builder, 
is another with a long family association to 
the club. 

He played junior and senior rugby, and 
both coached and managed teams. He was 
a long-serving committee member and has 
overseen the maintenance of the club rooms, 

The late Jim Eagles, a highly regarded 
journalist, was posthumously honoured 
with a Gold Service award in recognition 
of his contributions to C’mon Shore!, the 
book released to commemorate the club’s 
150-year history.

Gundry was appointed club co-patron, 
alongside Dianne Hale. 

New life members… Laurie 
Margrain (top) and Gordon Stuart 
(above). Left: club co-patrons 
Dianne Hale and Simon Gundry 
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Thanks for reminding us all on your editorial 
page (Flagstaff, 3 November) of the desecra-
tion of street trees engineered by the council 
while keeping power lines clear. We end up 
with badly shaped trees, which are an eye-
sore. The result can’t be good for the health 
of the trees, as the distorted limbs continue 
to grow with successive prunings.

This happens all over Auckland, with many 
examples in Devonport spoiling streetscapes, 
along with inappropriate tree choices for the 
street environment.

Better shaping of the trees would model 
a natural growth pattern and have aesthetic 
appeal, albeit at marginally higher initial cost.

How about conducting a street poll or 
inviting readers to write in if they support a 
change of policy?   

By offering to weigh such support on this 
and other issues, you could inspire reader in-
volvement and provide community feedback 
to the council and other service providers 
like Fullers.
Marshall Piercy

I support Claes Gibel wholeheartedly when 
he says the raft at Cheltenham Beach is too 
far out (Flagstaff, 1 December). 

By my estimate it is about 20-30 metres 
from what was its usual spot for years.

I have more that 20 years of experience 
swimming from Balmain Reserve and 
Cheltenham Beach to the pontoon, the 
latter being where I’ve lived for more than 
10 years, with a bird’s eye view of the raft.

Its current site is now only suitable at 
high tide for the strongest of swimmers and 
a danger to anyone who is not. 

I watched the raft being towed in recent-
ly and thought it was being placed at the 
wrong spot. 

Google Maps, and councillor Chris 
Darby, from his bike on top of Maungau-
ika, appear to agree that the siting of the 
pontoon is off. 

But I don’t suppose anyone from Auck-
land Council works department is going to 
put their hand up and admit the error.
Chris Eagles

Editor’s note: See our latest story on 
page 9.

I worked for the main manufacturer in New 
Zealand of skateboards many years ago. 

Sales dropped overnight so the company 
moved to making snowboards. 

The recent skateboarding craze appears 
to have ended. I wonder if the council have 
noticed.
Sue McClelland

Having just visited Japan, I was struck by 
the differences between road management 
there and here.

Especially here on the Devonport penin-
sula, where the intrusive road works seem 
never-ending. 

Common sense prevailed in Japan, howev-
er. In 17 days, in cities and the countryside, I 
didn’t see a single raised pedestrian crossing.

I saw hardly any road cones. When there 
was a road problem, like a slip for example, 
the only people on-site were those working 
on the problem. No stop-go sign-holders, 
just simple lights if needed. No people 

sitting around on cell phones, or road-cone 
carrier trucks.  

So, the question is, what has gone so very 
wrong in New Zealand? 

In the past few years of idealistic concepts, 
such as the Road to Zero policy, which 
is patently not working, we have lost our 
direction. 

We need to get back to our normal Kiwi  
common sense and practicality and to stop 
wasting massive amounts of money.

Wayne Brown and the government – for 
goodness’ sake, fix this.
Trish Jenner

Badly pruned trees are an eyesore

Cheltenham raft not in its usual spot

Japanese have right idea on road works

Skateboarding craze seems over

For more bookings & info go to
www.devonportcomhouse.com

 

Island Interiors is proud to support  
Devonport Community House

Ph: 09 445 6667
islandinteriors.co.nz

House News 
Kia ora Whānau,

The christmas tree is up in the
Mezzanine Lounge and we are ready for
sunny days at the beach and spending

time with family and friends!

Thank you to everyone who has been
involved in the House in 2023. We

appreciate each and every one of you. It
has been a very busy and exciting year,
with so many amazing events, classes
and workshops. If you have any ideas
around starting a class, workshop or

using one of our spaces then please get
in touch by emailing

events@devonportcomhouse.co.nz 

Sundays will now be available for hire
from end of January 2024, opening up
for a new group to book, activities to

take place and birthdays to be
celebrated!

Mihi mahana ki a koutou, 
Devonport Community House Team

important dates
Term Four 2023 will end on Friday 15th

December. Term One 2024 will start
on Thursday 1st February.

 Pre-Christmas holiday programme
will run from 18th-22nd of December

January Summer holiday programme
runs from Monday 8th January till

Wednesday 31st January

Voucher only valid with the franchise detailed on reverse.

0800 948 432   www.drivingmissdaisy.co.nz

Gift Voucher

To:  

You are entitled to Driving Miss Daisy services to the value of:

$  

From:  

Expires:          /         /                  Voucher No:  

 Call Driving Miss Daisy  
Devonport today 

09 486 5074

Buy a Gift Voucher 
– the gift of giving time 

and companionship.
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Barfoot & Thompson Limited

Licensed REAA 2008

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor

for the North Shore Cricket Club

Bianca O'Dea
021 361 116
Desiree Tod
021 851 975

2 1 1 1

FOR SALE
$1,060,000

VIEWING
As Advertised

barfoot.co.nz/856854

Presented with a Brand-
new kitchen, natural
wooden floors, soothing
interior palette, and HRV
system. Fenced rear
garden.

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
2/126 VAUXHALL ROAD

Sue Evans
021 448 977

2 1 1 1 1 2

FOR SALE
$1,159,000

VIEWING
By Appointment

barfoot.co.nz/857458

Enjoy being at the centre
of everything but having
your own tranquillity too.
Super-sized end unit in
central Takapuna just a
short stroll to the beach.

OPEN HOME

TAKAPUNA
4/9 HART ROAD

Suzy Wang
022 199 7808
Lance Richardson
021 796 660

3 2

FOR SALE
$1,249,000

VIEWING
 Sat/Sun 1:00-1:45pm

barfoot.co.nz/857531

We proudly offer this
luxury 3 bedroom home
with large sunny garden
available for immediate
possession! By far the best
value in the area call now!

FOR SALE

BAYSWATER
8/54 BAYSWATER
AVENUE

Ron Sadler AREINZ
021 613 546

4 1 2 1 2

FOR SALE
$1,325,000

VIEWING
Sunday 1.00-1.30pm or By
Appointment

barfoot.co.nz/851976

- Big Bold & Affordable
- Total Floor 200m²
- Walk to Shops, Beach &

Excellent Schooling
- Abundance of Parking
- Motivated Vendors

FOR SALE

TAKAPUNA
1  ONEPOTO ROAD
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor
for the North Shore Cricket Club

Barfoot & Thompson Limited

Licensed REAA 2008

Patricia Hinchey
027 222 3367

4 3 3.5 2 6

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Viewing By Appointment

barfoot.co.nz/844503

Near Quarter Acre with
captivating City and Sky
Tower views, this
expansive family home
belies the traditional high
cost of villa maintenance.

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
25 QUEENS PARADE

Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681
Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452

3 1 1 1 1

FOR SALE
$1,395,000

VIEWING
Call for Viewing Times

barfoot.co.nz/856999

Low maintenance brick &
weatherboard 1950's
home built by the state for
the firemen. Unique
Devonport history in a
superb central location

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
2A HIGH STREET

Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452
Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681

3 1 2 1 1

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Call for Viewing Times.

barfoot.co.nz/858211

Sitting in the heart of the
village. 31 Clarence Street
beckons you into a world
of modern living and
thoughtful design.
Completely renovated.

NEW LISTING

DEVONPORT
31 CLARENCE STREET

Trish Fitzgerald
021 952 452
Tracey Lawrence
021 1720 681

2 1 1.5 1 1

FOR SALE
$1,175,000

VIEWING
Call for Viewing Times

barfoot.co.nz/856124

VENDOR IS OVERSEAS
BOUND
Best buy in Devonport -
Priced to sell. Come and
view.

FOR SALE

DEVONPORT
3/44 STANLEY POINT
ROAD
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Landscape Design 
in Devonport

Whether you are planning a garden 
refresh or a full renovation, let us 

work with you to define your vision 
so that you can proceed with a plan. 
We can also help with construction.

Call Steve on 021 345 694

steve@naturalgardens.co.nz

www.naturalgardens.co.nz

Independent FinancialAdvice
Individuals and Businesses
Callme for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.

�����������������
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www.devonportrecycle.co.nz
27 Lake Road

������������������
�������������

OPEN
7 DAYS

|  09 445 3830

63 Victoria Rd, Devonport
Phone 445 8350

devonportflowers.co.nz

Beautiful Flowers, Plants and Giftwares

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
AUCKLAND WIDE DELIVERY

The pedestrian crossing on Albert Rd beside 
St Leo’s Catholic Primary School will be up-
graded into a raised crossing during January.

Auckland Transport (AT) mentioned 
the work in a workshop update to the De-
vonport-Takapuna Local Board last week, 
prompting board member Gavin Busch to 
question whether it was worthwhile.  

“It’s a very small school – 46 students,” 
said Busch, a former chair of the school’s 
board of trustees, whose own children were 
pupils there.

The crossing was little used for much of 
the week, other than at the beginning and 
end of school days, he said. 

It was busiest on Sundays when it is used 
by people attending St Francis and All Souls 
Catholic Church. 

Busch has been on the warpath with AT 
over the cost of raised crossings, questioning 
if other safety measures, such as warning 
lights, might be better options. 

He accepted it was too late to halt the 
upgrade, but said the proliferation of raised 
crossings around Devonport was slowing 
everything down, sometimes in ways that 
had not been thought through.

“There are four raised crossings to get to 
the Navy base from the fire station,” said 
Busch, who is a volunteer firefighter.

He also raised the negative public feed-
back he had received around the concrete 
cycle-lane separators installed recently on 
Victoria Rd between Kerr St and Calliope 
Rd.

Motorists were colliding with them, 
Busch said. He asked whether a better, less 
ugly version could have been installed. 

A new concrete bus-stop platform on 
Victoria Rd near Fleet St also came in 
for criticism, with Busch saying it looked 
like something out of communist Eastern 
Europe.    

Chair Toni van Tonder agreed about the 
bus stop, saying it was a trip hazard as well. 
“If we had known, we would have said it’s 
not going to tie in with a heritage village.”

She told AT staff that the documents 
shown to board members often didn’t 
properly depict what a final outcome would 
look like. 

The status of Devonport as a town centre, 
and one with heritage appeal, meant the bus 
stop “just did not read right”. 

Need for raised crossing queried 
A ruptured gas main caused the 
closure of a section of Esmonde Rd, 
Takapuna, for around two hours on 
Monday morning, resulting in hour-
long traffic delays along Lake Rd. 

Major traffic delays 
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Discover Quality and Embrace 
Lifestyle in Long Bay 

Stream View Residences seamlessly blend contemporary 
architecture with the allure of beach life - making it the ideal 
choice for growing families or mature couples seeking a 
community-oriented coastal lifestyle. 

Templeton Group has a strong track record for creating well 
designed, masterplanned communities and our partnership 
with Signature Homes means these brand new, free-standing, 
two storey architecturally designed homes are quality built, 
hassle free and future focused. 

Nestled just off Te Oneroa Way, and just a 15 minute walk from 
the tranquil sandy shores of Long Bay, arguably Auckland’s 
most beautiful beach, Stream View Residences will also enjoy 
the numerous shops, bars, restaurants and friendly community 
life that makes Long Bay Village a special place to live..

2-3 Bedroom Free-standing Homes 
Starting from $1,495,000

streamview.co.nz

 
If quality and lifestyle are important to you, then enquire about 
Stream View Residences. Text “Long Bay” to 875 or contact: 

Simon Wilson 
simonw@signature.co.nz 
027 646 2233

Tony McGirr 
tony.mcgirr@harcourts.co.nz 
021 376 001

Limited release - get in touch today
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DF – DAIRY FREE | V – VEGETARIAN | VE – VEGAN 
Food can contain allergens, no guarantee. Please advise staff of dietary requirements.  

 
 

LUNCH & DINNER MENU 
Lunch 11.30am – 2.30pm Dinner 5 pm –  la t e  

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Nibbles  

Daily breads oat sourdough  
Sweet brown butter, sea salt  
 

9 

Fresh oysters DF  
Shallot mignonette, lemon 
Single oyster 
Half dozen 
Dozen  
 

 
5.5 
33 
66 

Roasted olives DF | VE 
Shallots, fennel seeds, chili, herbs 
 

10 

Shoestring fries V 
Truffle oil, parmesan, chives 
 

15 

Popcorn cauliflower DF | VE 
Curry leaves, almonds, chili flakes, sesame seeds, yuzu 
mayo                      

18 

Large Plates  

Cos lettuce & garlic prawn salad  
Anchoïade, parmesan, pangrattato, cured yolk 
 

32 

Wagyu beef burger  
Jalapeno & cheese topper, lettuce, tomato, Liam’s 
burger sauce, onion rings, fries 
 

31 

Hawke’s Bay lamb rump DF  
Roasted aubergine, beetroot puree, bell pepper salsa, 
jus, dukka 
 

38 

Fish of the day  
Asparagus, fennel salad, fish velouté, charred onion 
dust 
 

38 

Marinated half chicken DF  
Aji verdé, nouc cham, crispy shallots, herbs 

36 

Aged scotch fillet - 300g 
Candied shallots, red wine jus, Argentinian chimichurri 
 

49 

Charcuterie platter 
Selection of Kapiti and Whitestone cheese, cured 
meats, housemade parfait, roasted olives, seasonal 
fruits, charred sourdough, crackers 

51 

Seafood tasting plate 
Miso and orange glazed salmon on soba 
noodles, Signal Hill bouillabaisse with scallops 
and mussels with daily bread oat sourdough 

58 

Small Plates  

Housemade chicken liver parfait  
Sour cherry compote, cornichons, baguette 
 

20 

Buttermilk fried chicken  
Boneless chicken thighs, maple soy glaze, sesame 
 

23 

Tomato burrata salad 
Heirloom tomatoes, cassava flour, black vinegar 

22 

Roasted cauliflower VE 
Smokey hummus, candied onions, savory nuts, 
and cashew butter 
 

21 

Fresh line caught sashimi DF  
Line caught fish, namjim, avocado, rice fragment, 
chives 
 

26 

Confit pork belly DF  
Kimchi, mung bean, crackling, crisp garlic 
 

24 

Beef brisket croquette  
Manchego, caramelized onion, chili mayo 
 

22 

Half kilo mussels DF  
Chili jam, garlic, celery, charred sourdough 
 

22 

Lamb ribs DF  
Nuoc cham, mint mayo, crushed peas, salsa verde 
 

26 

Seared tuna tataki DF  
crouton, namjim, teriyaki glaze, cucumber, Nori 
cracker 

28 

Sides  

Charred broccoli DF | V E  
Black bean vinaigrette, pickled red onion, 
macadcadamia 
 

16 

Triple cooked agria potatoes V 
Truffle crème fraîche, rosemary 
 

16 

Macaroni and smoked cheese  
Parmesan, chives 
 

16 

Sweet Treats  

White chocolate panna cotta  
Strawberry consommé, vanilla tuile, caramelised 
strawberry, mango sorbet 
 

16 

Lavender infused cheesecake  
Blackberry compote, tossed coconut, brandy snap, 
vanilla 
 

18 

Affogato  
Chiasso Dolce espresso, vanilla ice cream 
Add liqueur 
 

12 
 

22 

Ice cream 
Trio of Chefs selected flavours sourced locally 
from The Vic 
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Nibbles  

Daily breads oat sourdough  
Sweet brown butter, sea salt  
 

9 

Fresh oysters DF  
Shallot mignonette, lemon 
Single oyster 
Half dozen 
Dozen  
 

 
5.5 
33 
66 

Roasted olives DF | VE 
Shallots, fennel seeds, chili, herbs 
 

10 

Shoestring fries V 
Truffle oil, parmesan, chives 
 

15 

Popcorn cauliflower DF | VE 
Curry leaves, almonds, chili flakes, sesame seeds, yuzu 
mayo                      

18 

Large Plates  

Cos lettuce & garlic prawn salad  
Anchoïade, parmesan, pangrattato, cured yolk 
 

32 

Wagyu beef burger  
Jalapeno & cheese topper, lettuce, tomato, Liam’s 
burger sauce, onion rings, fries 
 

31 

Hawke’s Bay lamb rump DF  
Roasted aubergine, beetroot puree, bell pepper salsa, 
jus, dukka 
 

38 

Fish of the day  
Asparagus, fennel salad, fish velouté, charred onion 
dust 
 

38 

Marinated half chicken DF  
Aji verdé, nouc cham, crispy shallots, herbs 

36 

Aged scotch fillet - 300g 
Candied shallots, red wine jus, Argentinian chimichurri 
 

49 

Charcuterie platter 
Selection of Kapiti and Whitestone cheese, cured 
meats, housemade parfait, roasted olives, seasonal 
fruits, charred sourdough, crackers 

51 

Seafood tasting plate 
Miso and orange glazed salmon on soba 
noodles, Signal Hill bouillabaisse with scallops 
and mussels with daily bread oat sourdough 

58 

Small Plates  

Housemade chicken liver parfait  
Sour cherry compote, cornichons, baguette 
 

20 

Buttermilk fried chicken  
Boneless chicken thighs, maple soy glaze, sesame 
 

23 

Tomato burrata salad 
Heirloom tomatoes, cassava flour, black vinegar 

22 

Roasted cauliflower VE 
Smokey hummus, candied onions, savory nuts, 
and cashew butter 
 

21 

Fresh line caught sashimi DF  
Line caught fish, namjim, avocado, rice fragment, 
chives 
 

26 

Confit pork belly DF  
Kimchi, mung bean, crackling, crisp garlic 
 

24 

Beef brisket croquette  
Manchego, caramelized onion, chili mayo 
 

22 

Half kilo mussels DF  
Chili jam, garlic, celery, charred sourdough 
 

22 

Lamb ribs DF  
Nuoc cham, mint mayo, crushed peas, salsa verde 
 

26 

Seared tuna tataki DF  
crouton, namjim, teriyaki glaze, cucumber, Nori 
cracker 

28 

Sides  

Charred broccoli DF | V E  
Black bean vinaigrette, pickled red onion, 
macadcadamia 
 

16 

Triple cooked agria potatoes V 
Truffle crème fraîche, rosemary 
 

16 

Macaroni and smoked cheese  
Parmesan, chives 
 

16 

Sweet Treats  

White chocolate panna cotta  
Strawberry consommé, vanilla tuile, caramelised 
strawberry, mango sorbet 
 

16 

Lavender infused cheesecake  
Blackberry compote, tossed coconut, brandy snap, 
vanilla 
 

18 

Affogato  
Chiasso Dolce espresso, vanilla ice cream 
Add liqueur 
 

12 
 

22 

Ice cream 
Trio of Chefs selected flavours sourced locally 
from The Vic 
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Shallots, fennel seeds, chili, herbs 
 

10 

Shoestring fries V 
Truffle oil, parmesan, chives 
 

15 

Popcorn cauliflower DF | VE 
Curry leaves, almonds, chili flakes, sesame seeds, yuzu 
mayo                      

18 

Large Plates  

Cos lettuce & garlic prawn salad  
Anchoïade, parmesan, pangrattato, cured yolk 
 

32 

Wagyu beef burger  
Jalapeno & cheese topper, lettuce, tomato, Liam’s 
burger sauce, onion rings, fries 
 

31 

Hawke’s Bay lamb rump DF  
Roasted aubergine, beetroot puree, bell pepper salsa, 
jus, dukka 
 

38 

Fish of the day  
Asparagus, fennel salad, fish velouté, charred onion 
dust 
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Marinated half chicken DF  
Aji verdé, nouc cham, crispy shallots, herbs 

36 

Aged scotch fillet - 300g 
Candied shallots, red wine jus, Argentinian chimichurri 
 

49 

Charcuterie platter 
Selection of Kapiti and Whitestone cheese, cured 
meats, housemade parfait, roasted olives, seasonal 
fruits, charred sourdough, crackers 

51 

Seafood tasting plate 
Miso and orange glazed salmon on soba 
noodles, Signal Hill bouillabaisse with scallops 
and mussels with daily bread oat sourdough 

58 

Small Plates  

Housemade chicken liver parfait  
Sour cherry compote, cornichons, baguette 
 

20 

Buttermilk fried chicken  
Boneless chicken thighs, maple soy glaze, sesame 
 

23 

Tomato burrata salad 
Heirloom tomatoes, cassava flour, black vinegar 

22 

Roasted cauliflower VE 
Smokey hummus, candied onions, savory nuts, 
and cashew butter 
 

21 

Fresh line caught sashimi DF  
Line caught fish, namjim, avocado, rice fragment, 
chives 
 

26 

Confit pork belly DF  
Kimchi, mung bean, crackling, crisp garlic 
 

24 

Beef brisket croquette  
Manchego, caramelized onion, chili mayo 
 

22 

Half kilo mussels DF  
Chili jam, garlic, celery, charred sourdough 
 

22 

Lamb ribs DF  
Nuoc cham, mint mayo, crushed peas, salsa verde 
 

26 

Seared tuna tataki DF  
crouton, namjim, teriyaki glaze, cucumber, Nori 
cracker 

28 

Sides  

Charred broccoli DF | V E  
Black bean vinaigrette, pickled red onion, 
macadcadamia 
 

16 

Triple cooked agria potatoes V 
Truffle crème fraîche, rosemary 
 

16 

Macaroni and smoked cheese  
Parmesan, chives 
 

16 

Sweet Treats  

White chocolate panna cotta  
Strawberry consommé, vanilla tuile, caramelised 
strawberry, mango sorbet 
 

16 

Lavender infused cheesecake  
Blackberry compote, tossed coconut, brandy snap, 
vanilla 
 

18 

Affogato  
Chiasso Dolce espresso, vanilla ice cream 
Add liqueur 
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22 

Ice cream 
Trio of Chefs selected flavours sourced locally 
from The Vic 
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Shoestring fries V 
Truffle oil, parmesan, chives 
 

15 

Popcorn cauliflower DF | VE 
Curry leaves, almonds, chili flakes, sesame seeds, yuzu 
mayo                      

18 

Large Plates  

Cos lettuce & garlic prawn salad  
Anchoïade, parmesan, pangrattato, cured yolk 
 

32 

Wagyu beef burger  
Jalapeno & cheese topper, lettuce, tomato, Liam’s 
burger sauce, onion rings, fries 
 

31 

Hawke’s Bay lamb rump DF  
Roasted aubergine, beetroot puree, bell pepper salsa, 
jus, dukka 
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Fish of the day  
Asparagus, fennel salad, fish velouté, charred onion 
dust 
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Marinated half chicken DF  
Aji verdé, nouc cham, crispy shallots, herbs 

36 
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Candied shallots, red wine jus, Argentinian chimichurri 
 

49 

Charcuterie platter 
Selection of Kapiti and Whitestone cheese, cured 
meats, housemade parfait, roasted olives, seasonal 
fruits, charred sourdough, crackers 

51 

Seafood tasting plate 
Miso and orange glazed salmon on soba 
noodles, Signal Hill bouillabaisse with scallops 
and mussels with daily bread oat sourdough 
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Housemade chicken liver parfait  
Sour cherry compote, cornichons, baguette 
 

20 

Buttermilk fried chicken  
Boneless chicken thighs, maple soy glaze, sesame 
 

23 

Tomato burrata salad 
Heirloom tomatoes, cassava flour, black vinegar 

22 

Roasted cauliflower VE 
Smokey hummus, candied onions, savory nuts, 
and cashew butter 
 

21 

Fresh line caught sashimi DF  
Line caught fish, namjim, avocado, rice fragment, 
chives 
 

26 

Confit pork belly DF  
Kimchi, mung bean, crackling, crisp garlic 
 

24 

Beef brisket croquette  
Manchego, caramelized onion, chili mayo 
 

22 

Half kilo mussels DF  
Chili jam, garlic, celery, charred sourdough 
 

22 

Lamb ribs DF  
Nuoc cham, mint mayo, crushed peas, salsa verde 
 

26 

Seared tuna tataki DF  
crouton, namjim, teriyaki glaze, cucumber, Nori 
cracker 

28 

Sides  

Charred broccoli DF | V E  
Black bean vinaigrette, pickled red onion, 
macadcadamia 
 

16 

Triple cooked agria potatoes V 
Truffle crème fraîche, rosemary 
 

16 

Macaroni and smoked cheese  
Parmesan, chives 
 

16 

Sweet Treats  

White chocolate panna cotta  
Strawberry consommé, vanilla tuile, caramelised 
strawberry, mango sorbet 
 

16 

Lavender infused cheesecake  
Blackberry compote, tossed coconut, brandy snap, 
vanilla 
 

18 

Affogato  
Chiasso Dolce espresso, vanilla ice cream 
Add liqueur 
 

12 
 

22 

Ice cream 
Trio of Chefs selected flavours sourced locally 
from The Vic 
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Roasted olives DF | VE 
Shallots, fennel seeds, chili, herbs 
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Shoestring fries V 
Truffle oil, parmesan, chives 
 

15 

Popcorn cauliflower DF | VE 
Curry leaves, almonds, chili flakes, sesame seeds, yuzu 
mayo                      

18 

Large Plates  

Cos lettuce & garlic prawn salad  
Anchoïade, parmesan, pangrattato, cured yolk 
 

32 

Wagyu beef burger  
Jalapeno & cheese topper, lettuce, tomato, Liam’s 
burger sauce, onion rings, fries 
 

31 

Hawke’s Bay lamb rump DF  
Roasted aubergine, beetroot puree, bell pepper salsa, 
jus, dukka 
 

38 

Fish of the day  
Asparagus, fennel salad, fish velouté, charred onion 
dust 
 

38 

Marinated half chicken DF  
Aji verdé, nouc cham, crispy shallots, herbs 

36 

Aged scotch fillet - 300g 
Candied shallots, red wine jus, Argentinian chimichurri 
 

49 

Charcuterie platter 
Selection of Kapiti and Whitestone cheese, cured 
meats, housemade parfait, roasted olives, seasonal 
fruits, charred sourdough, crackers 

51 

Seafood tasting plate 
Miso and orange glazed salmon on soba 
noodles, Signal Hill bouillabaisse with scallops 
and mussels with daily bread oat sourdough 

58 

Small Plates  

Housemade chicken liver parfait  
Sour cherry compote, cornichons, baguette 
 

20 

Buttermilk fried chicken  
Boneless chicken thighs, maple soy glaze, sesame 
 

23 

Tomato burrata salad 
Heirloom tomatoes, cassava flour, black vinegar 

22 

Roasted cauliflower VE 
Smokey hummus, candied onions, savory nuts, 
and cashew butter 
 

21 

Fresh line caught sashimi DF  
Line caught fish, namjim, avocado, rice fragment, 
chives 
 

26 

Confit pork belly DF  
Kimchi, mung bean, crackling, crisp garlic 
 

24 

Beef brisket croquette  
Manchego, caramelized onion, chili mayo 
 

22 

Half kilo mussels DF  
Chili jam, garlic, celery, charred sourdough 
 

22 

Lamb ribs DF  
Nuoc cham, mint mayo, crushed peas, salsa verde 
 

26 

Seared tuna tataki DF  
crouton, namjim, teriyaki glaze, cucumber, Nori 
cracker 

28 

Sides  

Charred broccoli DF | V E  
Black bean vinaigrette, pickled red onion, 
macadcadamia 
 

16 

Triple cooked agria potatoes V 
Truffle crème fraîche, rosemary 
 

16 

Macaroni and smoked cheese  
Parmesan, chives 
 

16 

Sweet Treats  

White chocolate panna cotta  
Strawberry consommé, vanilla tuile, caramelised 
strawberry, mango sorbet 
 

16 

Lavender infused cheesecake  
Blackberry compote, tossed coconut, brandy snap, 
vanilla 
 

18 

Affogato  
Chiasso Dolce espresso, vanilla ice cream 
Add liqueur 
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22 

Ice cream 
Trio of Chefs selected flavours sourced locally 
from The Vic 
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Roasted olives DF | VE 
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Shoestring fries V 
Truffle oil, parmesan, chives 
 

15 

Popcorn cauliflower DF | VE 
Curry leaves, almonds, chili flakes, sesame seeds, yuzu 
mayo                      
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Large Plates  

Cos lettuce & garlic prawn salad  
Anchoïade, parmesan, pangrattato, cured yolk 
 

32 

Wagyu beef burger  
Jalapeno & cheese topper, lettuce, tomato, Liam’s 
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Hawke’s Bay lamb rump DF  
Roasted aubergine, beetroot puree, bell pepper salsa, 
jus, dukka 
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Fish of the day  
Asparagus, fennel salad, fish velouté, charred onion 
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Marinated half chicken DF  
Aji verdé, nouc cham, crispy shallots, herbs 

36 

Aged scotch fillet - 300g 
Candied shallots, red wine jus, Argentinian chimichurri 
 

49 

Charcuterie platter 
Selection of Kapiti and Whitestone cheese, cured 
meats, housemade parfait, roasted olives, seasonal 
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Sour cherry compote, cornichons, baguette 
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Boneless chicken thighs, maple soy glaze, sesame 
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Tomato burrata salad 
Heirloom tomatoes, cassava flour, black vinegar 

22 

Roasted cauliflower VE 
Smokey hummus, candied onions, savory nuts, 
and cashew butter 
 

21 

Fresh line caught sashimi DF  
Line caught fish, namjim, avocado, rice fragment, 
chives 
 

26 

Confit pork belly DF  
Kimchi, mung bean, crackling, crisp garlic 
 

24 

Beef brisket croquette  
Manchego, caramelized onion, chili mayo 
 

22 

Half kilo mussels DF  
Chili jam, garlic, celery, charred sourdough 
 

22 

Lamb ribs DF  
Nuoc cham, mint mayo, crushed peas, salsa verde 
 

26 

Seared tuna tataki DF  
crouton, namjim, teriyaki glaze, cucumber, Nori 
cracker 
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Charred broccoli DF | V E  
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Macaroni and smoked cheese  
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16 

Sweet Treats  

White chocolate panna cotta  
Strawberry consommé, vanilla tuile, caramelised 
strawberry, mango sorbet 
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Lavender infused cheesecake  
Blackberry compote, tossed coconut, brandy snap, 
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Curry leaves, almonds, chili flakes, sesame seeds, yuzu 
mayo                      

18 

Large Plates  

Cos lettuce & garlic prawn salad  
Anchoïade, parmesan, pangrattato, cured yolk 
 

32 
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Selection of Kapiti and Whitestone cheese, cured 
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Roasted cauliflower VE 
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Fresh line caught sashimi DF  
Line caught fish, namjim, avocado, rice fragment, 
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26 

Confit pork belly DF  
Kimchi, mung bean, crackling, crisp garlic 
 

24 

Beef brisket croquette  
Manchego, caramelized onion, chili mayo 
 

22 

Half kilo mussels DF  
Chili jam, garlic, celery, charred sourdough 
 

22 

Lamb ribs DF  
Nuoc cham, mint mayo, crushed peas, salsa verde 
 

26 

Seared tuna tataki DF  
crouton, namjim, teriyaki glaze, cucumber, Nori 
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28 
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Charred broccoli DF | V E  
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Sweet Treats  

White chocolate panna cotta  
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An alternative path to owning real estate 
New Zealanders have long favoured property 
ownership as a key part of their investment 
strategy, but with hefty down payments, many 
find themselves locked out of the market or 
unable to invest on their own.

Unlisted commercial property funds offer an 
alternative path for investors looking to own 
real estate.

Investing in a commercial property fund 
often has a lower minimum investment and can 
reduce the administration burden of owning a 
property yourself. The benefits of unlisted 
commercial property funds can be numerous 
for those looking for a long-term investment 
and stable returns over time.

Oyster Property Group is one of New 
Zealand’s leading unlisted commercial property 
fund managers and has been providing access 
to quality property investments for more than 
20 years.

Oyster targets quality commercial property in 
sought-after locations with enduring occupier 
demand across industrial, office and large 
format retail, chosen for their strong long-
term fundamentals and potential for long-term 
growth.

Industrial
The current scarcity of industrial land, rising 
building costs, a skills shortage in construction 

and supply chain constraints are among the 
factors creating heightened demand for this 
asset class.

Its investment appeal is characterised by low 
vacancy rates, solid occupier demand and the 
prospect of sustained rent increases with room 
for further growth.

In the industrial sector, Oyster’s portfolio 
includes logistics, manufacturing and 
warehouse facilities.

Office
Despite discussions of the ‘death of the office’ 
following the pandemic, New Zealand and 
the wider Asia-Pacific region continue to see 
demand for high quality, sustainable office 
spaces.

Oyster’s office portfolio is focused on well-
located offices with quality on-site amenities 
and good transport links that meet the redefined 
needs of modern workspaces. 

Housing a diverse range of tenants from 
SME’s through to large multinationals, Oyster’s 

strategy is to ensure its assets continue to cater 
for evolving work practices while contributing 
to a more sustainable New Zealand, unlocking 
further value for tenants and investors. 

Large format retail
The changing economic landscape has 
highlighted the enduring resilience of large 
format retail properties. This attracts long-term 
tenants, reducing the risks associated with 
frequent tenant turnover and providing a stable, 
long-term investment opportunity.

Oyster’s large format retail portfolio 
targets properties in strategic locations with 
high visibility to ensure a steady flow of 
consumer traffic, and is home to some of  
New Zealand’s most trusted retail brands 
including Woolworths Supermarkets and  
Mitre 10 Mega stores.

“The benefits of unlisted commercial 
property funds can be numerous for 

those looking for a long-term investment 
and stable returns over time.”

To learn more, scan  
our QR code or visit  

www.oystergroup.co.nz. 

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Brother and sister progress through karate ranks
Devonport Karate Club has had two teenage 
siblings rise through the ranks, with one 
gaining his black belt and the other well 
on her way.

Alfonso and Eunice Banta have been 
training twice a week at the club, based in the 
Devonport Community House, since 2018. 

Alfonso (14) has become the youngest of 
seven black belts at the club.

Sensei David Eaton said he has shown 
discipline and determination to achive his 
‘Shodan’ –  the first black-belt rank. 

Eunice (19), who has been training for  a 
year less than her brother, has a brown belt 
and on track to get her Shodan in the next 
12 months. 

“These young guys are the future of ka-
rate. They’ll keep it going, keep the flame 
alive,” Eaton said. 

To progress to a Shodan, students have to 
show proficiency in kihon (technique), kata 
(movements) and kumite (fighting).

Senior instructor Bret Sawyer said Alfon-
so and Eunice had shown great perseverance 
to earn their respective belts.  

“Not one time in the years these guys have 
been training have they ever complained 
once, even at the most challenging times.”

The Bantas moved with their family from 
Manila to Hauraki in 2017. 

Alfonso, who is in year 9 at Takapuna 
Grammar School, said that some of his 
karate skills have helped him with his other 

pastime, drumming. “My arms have been 
getting way faster with karate.” 

He told the Flagstaff he would like to 
continue with karate to a high level, possibly 
starting a dojo of his own one day. 

Sawyer said the skills learned in the dojo 
can be translated across other parts of a 
practitioner’s life. 

“Alfonso is a high achiever across various 

things because of the character that’s come 
from here.

“He’s good creatively and academically. 
It’s just discipline, really, and resilience that 
young people get from this stuff.” 

Eunice, who is a student at the University 
of Auckland, said she looks forward to karate 
each week as it helps release the tension and 
stress of study and work.

In the family... Alfonso (left) and Eunice Banta with senior instructor 
Brett Sawyer (left) and sensei David Eaton
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Let festivity commence! Devonport Santa          Parade kicks off Christmas countdown 

Well-prepared... A quartet of flag bearers headed a scouts group in the Devonport Santa Parade. 
Below: Local ‘Tagbuster Willie’ Trevor Williams embraced the Christmas theme.

Support 
your paper 

for the price 
of a cup  

of coffee.
Go to  

devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  

‘Become a supporter’  

at the top of the page.
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Let festivity commence! Devonport Santa          Parade kicks off Christmas countdown 

Make some noise... A Vauxhall School group helped raise everyone’s spirits despite damp conditions.
Below: Decorated old-school tractors towed some of the colourful parade participants. 
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T H I R T Y  X  T H I R T Y  E X H I B I T I O N
Celebrat ing 30 years in  Devonport

14th December 2023 -  5 .30pm - 8pm
Join us for our biggest art event of the year 

featuring new works from 90 artists.

Share in the Festivities, Art, Wine and Fun
as we unveil this unforgettable show!

See you there!

Exhibition open from 
14th December 2023 - 7th January 2024

www.flagstaff.nz | 6 Victoria Road, Devonport

Present and correct... 
Ezra Pretorius (6) with 
mum Natasha.
Top right: Dad Phil 
Newman with partner 
Emma and daughter Flo 
and son Oscar.
Right: (from left) Jane 
Loveday-Rhodes with 
son Zachary Loveday-
Rhodes, Caroline Laband, 
Ruby Little-Codling, and 
Becky Little-Codling.
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The man himself... Santa came 
equipped for the glare, not the 
drizzle.
Above right: The excitement was all 
too much for shy Ella Ashford, with 
parents Paul and Kelly.
Right: (from left) Kate, Hanalei and 
Stewart Maiava put the finishing 
touches to the Stanley Bay School 
float.
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Auckland Transport will soon seek public 
feedback on its plans to extend parking 
restrictions on residential streets in central 
Devonport. 

Consultation will open this month, with 
results reported back to the Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board next year.

When AT briefed the board on its plans 
in July, members said they remained to 
be convinced of the need for the proposed 
residential parking zone and hoped residents 
would have their say. 

Another plan is to impose metered parking 
of $1 an hour on weekdays from 8am to 6pm 
on Queens Pde and the section of King Ed-
ward Pde between Buchanan and Church Sts. 

Both measures are aimed at increasing 
parking turnover, partly to prompt people to 
consider how they travel, AT says.

The proposals follow a study which 
showed residential streets close to the town 
centre were often filled by all-day parkers. 

AT wants to set 120-minute limits for free 

parking in designated streets, although res-
idents who opt to buy a $70 annual parking 
permit per vehicle can park for longer. 

Residents will also be able to apply for 
booklets containing 50 free coupons for their 
own use, or to pay $5 for coupons that can be 
used for visitors and tradespeople. 

Since these ideas were revealed, AT has 
followed up on a request from the local board 
to consult with the Devonport Business As-
sociation (DBA) and the Navy and to further 
investigate where those parked in Devonport 
are travelling from. 

AT said trip-origin data showed 32 per cent 
of vehicles in the surveyed area came from 
within 5km, 9 per cent from 5-10km away, 
and 58 per cent from further than 10km. 

Of the 22 businesses that responded  to an 
online survey shared through the DBA, rep-
resenting 148 people, driving alone was said 
to be the main mode of getting to work for 63 
per cent, while 20 per cent drove with others. 

A question on distance and time travelling  

drew 108 responses, showing 51 per cent 
came from less than 5km away, and 36 per 
cent had a travel time of less than 10 minutes. 

Forty-one  per cent of the 87 who respond-
ed to a question on parking location used free 
on-street parking, with no time limits; 29 per 
cent had an onsite staff car park and 26 per 
cent used free but time-limited street parking. 

Thirteen businesses said parking should 
be prioritised for customers/clients, six 
businesses did not answer on this aspect, and 
three felt staff should have priority.  

AT says since 2018 it has had 13 requests 
for a permit-controlled residential zone. On 
top of this, submissions made during De-
vonport town-centre review consultation in 
2020-21 included 30 saying residents should 
be exempt from zonal parking restrictions 
and 51 that side streets would become more 
clogged by its imposition. Illegal parking, 
which AT said might be worsening due to 
a lack of available parking, also prompted 
complaints.

Feedback invited on planned parking constraints

Timber bollards or large boulders will be 
placed along the driveway at Fort Takapuna 
to deter people from driving vehicles onto 
the grass reserve above Narrow Neck Beach.

The fix was advanced by Auckland Coun-
cil staff after public concern about cars on the 
reserve over the last few summers, but will 
not be in place this holiday season. 

The cost is estimated at $26,000 for boul-
ders and $42,000 for bollards, including a 
wire-mesh gate to allow access for mowing.

Council staff have also come up with op-
tions to deter motorists from doing wheelies 
on the loose gravel of the Fort Takapuna car 
park. They involve installing speed humps 
or concrete wheel stops or sealing the car 

park with asphalt or concrete – at a cost of 
nearly $400,000.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board mem-
bers told of the proposal at a workshop this 
month were unconvinced the as-yet unbudg-
eted expense was justified, telling staff to 
look further into the extent of the supposed 
problem. 

Bollards or boulders planned to keep vehicles off reserve 

New Zealand
OPERATED

OWNED &

100%
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Decisions on reinstating the public stairs near 
Westwell Rd washed out in last summer’s 
storms are still several months away. 

Damage was worse at the Belmont coastal 
site than first thought, Auckland Council’s 
northern area operations manager, Sarah 
Jones, told the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board at a workshop last week. 

“A whole section appears to be washed 
out at the bottom,” she said. “So it may be 
we can’t put back the stairs at that place.”

February would be the earliest a report 
would be available due to resourcing and 
the wait for expert advice, she said in an 
overview of the coastal-consents work 
programme. 

Options to be worked through would in-
clude what the community might expect or 
tolerate and where funds for a rebuild might 
come from. Questions to be asked included: 
“Is it a sensible place to put back a very 
expensive set of stairs; can the community 
cope without, and are there better options?” 

A similar process was under way regard-
ing washed-out stairs at Kennedy Park in 
Castor Bay. 

Jones said gaining consents in coastal areas 
of known risk was a factor to be considered, 
as was the cost of the consents process itself, 
which could be up to $100,000. 

The first report to board members next 
year would include “high-level” estimates 
of costs, she said. 

Detailed design and consents implications 
would then be considered before a safe indi-
cation of costs could be made.

Quizzed on the time being taken to assess 
fixes from events of 10 months ago, she 
outlined the extent of work across the city, 
saying priority had been given to the likes 
of cliff collapses with health and safety 
implications. 

Deputy board chair Terence Harpur said 
the community was pushing the board for 
answers on assets they enjoyed using. 

Jones said that while the stairs were popu-
lar, “It’s just a set of stairs, and there are other 
ways down to the coast.” 

Board members were worried the area 
might miss out on being able to tap into a city-
wide $13-million storm-recovery budget for 
work in the community in the 2023-24 year. 

Chair Toni van Tonder also wondered if 
simple projects were likely to get prioritised 
ahead of the complexities of the two sets of 
coastal stairs.

Jones said staff hoped some of the special 
budget money, if unspent, could be rolled 
over to next financial year. A coastal team 
manager, Natasha Carpenter, said staff 
wanted to get as many projects committed 
by June as possible. 

She said six project managers were cur-
rently engaged in storm-recovery work for 
Devonport-Takapuna and the neighbouring 
Kaipatiki board. She was also looking to as-
sign a project co-ordinator to make their jobs 
easier. “A lot of work is happening,” she said.

This included work under way now on 
retaining walls at Milford Marina and the 
completion of four sets of concrete steps 
down to Milford Beach. 

In Devonport, beams and bolts were to be 
replaced on the wharf at Torpedo Bay. Board 
member George Wood asked about the con-
dition of Victoria Wharf, where the Wiliam 
C Daldy had been berthed, and was told a 
project was in the pipeline to assess this. 

Eighteen months is the usual time for getting 
a complex project up and running, says 
Auckland Council’s northern area opera-
tions manager, Sarah Jones. 

This allowed for options to be drawn up, 
decisions made and consenting undertaken, 
she said.  

Jones was responding to questions from 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board members 
about flood-response rebuilds, including 
stairs to the coast washed out last summer 
opposite Westwell Rd in Belmont and at 
Kennedy Park. 

“There’s no way we would have been 
ready to do it within a year,” said Jones. “We 

put aside 18 months for complex decisions.” 
Board member Gavin Busch said in busi-

ness he would not accept that. 
He doubted private projects took as long 

to work through as those at council. “Let’s 
get on with it.” 

Other board members also urged more 
urgency. 

Mel Powell asked if the council was open 
to public-private partnerships to get things 
going, and suggested the stairs could be a 
candidate for this.  

Partnerships were an option, said Jones, 
pointing to the private funders of Takapuna 
playground upgrades, but she said the stairs 

involved other issues, including assessing 
the stability of the area. 

“If the community decided they wanted to 
help fund the stairs that would be great, but 
we would still need to go through a rigorous 
process,” she said. 

The general manager of the council’s re-
silient land and coasts section, Paul Klinac, 
said if more severe weather events were to 
be expected the first conversation had to be 
about whether assets should be replaced or 
needed extra engineering. 

In some coastal areas, discussions were 
being had about removing structures no 
longer seen as viable, he said.

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY

EVERYBODY’S WELCOME

From 8am to 1pm
LOCATED

Waiwharariki Anzac Square 
the heart of Takapuna

Wait goes on for decision on viability of Westwell stairs 

Drawn-out council timetables prompt calls for urgency
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Do you or a friend own a business in the Auckland CBD? More than 20,000 of our readers pass you 
every week on the way to the Devonport Ferry. Advertise with us and you reach their homes directly. 
Email sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz for our rates and dates. 

Turning children and the community onto 
the creativity of science is one of the aims 
of a new exhibition at the Navy Museum in 
Devonport. It features the work of Belmont 
Intermediate School (BIS) Year 7 students 
developed in collaboration with museum 
educators and scientists from the Defence 
Force science and technology agency 
housed at the Navy Base.  

Three girls whose joint project features 
in Operation Science said the work they did 
had really engaged them.

“I had kind of just thought it [science] 
was about chemicals – not about creating 
things,” Leah Thumath told the Flagstaff. 

With Lily Hall and Emilie Grainger, she 
enjoyed the challenge of coming up with 
ideas, then testing them, in their project 
about using wave energy to more sustaina-
bly power some ship functions.

The 11-year-old girls were “very proud” 
their display board was chosen to go on 
show in the museum’s atrium.

Two Defence Science and Technology 
(DST) scientists involved in adding “science 
thinking” to the work done by more than 
100 students over Term 3 said the girls’ 
project was particularly clever and used 

basic physics.
Fifty-six projects in total explore the 

use of technology to enhance human per-
formance, with all case studies relating to 

the Navy’s role in Antarctica. The projects 
are on display until April in the museum’s 
rear classroom space, with a painted trail 
showing visitors the way. 

Birthday parties, 21sts, 50ths, corporate do?
Book My Bar’s city upstairs function room - no clean up, no hassle.
Catch the ferry, walk up Queen St and you’re there.  
Ideal for 21sts – the kids go on the nightclubs and  
the parents can catch the ferry home!

You have the private upstairs bar all to yourselves, My Bar can 
look after almost any kind of function. From a minimum of 20, to 
up to 50 people, we’ve hosted birthdays, Christmas parties, prod-
uct launches, seminars, and much more. The room has its own 
toilets and smoking area, as well as customisable lighting, and a 
music system at your disposal. Catering options can be arranged. 

My Bar is  Devonport owned.

Book your January and February functions now at mybarauckland.co.nz 
(Please mention this advert when booking)

OPENING HOURS
Monday 4pm - 12am
Tuesday   4pm – 1am

Wednesday   4pm – 1am
Thursday   12pm – 1am

Friday   12pm – 2am
Saturday   3pm – 2am

Sunday   CLOSED

12 Durham Street East
Auckland

CONTACT
Phone: 09 309 3830

Email: info@mybarauckland.co.nz

Smart science… BIS students (from left) Leah Thumath, Lily Hall 
and Emilie Grainger with their Operation Science project about using 
wave power on naval ships

Defence experts help inspire ‘science thinking’
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Queens Arcade wishes you a very  Queens Arcade wishes you a very  
Merry Xmas and a wonderful 2024Merry Xmas and a wonderful 2024

Come shop with us this summer

Ph 358 1777
34-40 Queen Street, 
Auckland CBD
queensarcade.co.nzqueensarcade.co.nz

NEWSFLASH 
International Brand 
Christian Louboutin
Opening soon … follow us  
on Instagram for details

Flags of New Zealand 
Courtesy of  

Heritage New Zealand 
ON DISPLAY  

IN THE ARCADE NOW

EXCITING  
POP-UP ARTISTS
Trish Campbell 
Kemelyn 
Clyde Scott 
+ more to come! 

MUSIC
Marbecks Record Store 

SERVICES
Nairns Swiss Watch Service
Susan & Tony - Dressmaking &  Alterations
Preston and Maurice Bespoke Tailors
A2Z Translate
Photo Warehouse

TREATS
Devonport Chocolates 

TRAVEL
Flexi Tours NZ

queensarcadenz

BEAUTY AND HEALTH
Ecstasy Hair Salon
Hair For Men Barber
The Salon
POINT Massage & Reflexology

COFFEE - QUICK FOOD
The EOS Coffee
Le Petit Cafe

EYES
Nu Eyez Optometrists

FASHION & FOOTWEAR
Ferrachi
Florsheim Shoe Company
Frontline
Piccadilly Brazilian Shoes

FLORIST
Hana Floral Design

JEWELLERY & ART OBJECTS
Gallery Pacific
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kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Visit our showroom, by appointment. 

9 Melrose St, Newmarket (09) 379 3084

J21116 KBD Magazine Ad - Coromandel Verve FA.indd   1J21116 KBD Magazine Ad - Coromandel Verve FA.indd   1 23/06/23   11:46 AM23/06/23   11:46 AM

Old-world 
elegance meets 

modern minimalism

SEAMLESS DESIGN
One of the key measures of success for any new kitchen is how well it fits in with the home 
and the family it has been designed for. 

This kitchen, in a period Auckland house overlooking a 
leafy reserve, is a perfect example of how good design can 
introduce modern functionality and technology and at the 
same time blend in with – and even enhance – the original 
features of the home. 

The home, for a busy family of four, has board-and-batten 
features throughout, which inspired the use of timber as a 
decorative detail in the new kitchen, says designer Marianne 
Gailer from Kitchens By Design. “There was also a long list 
of practical requests from my clients, not least improving 
the workflow of the original cramped space by introducing 
defined zones so both parents could cook and prep together.

“They also wanted a display area for family heirlooms, 
seating for their two teenage boys and improved seating in 
the dining area, additional bench space in the cooking area 
and last, but not least, a wine fridge.”

By repositioning the existing oven tower, more bench space 
was created along the kitchen’s back wall, and a pull-out 
pantry and pull-out oil-and-spice rack are now practically 
located in its place. The kitchen ‘peninsula’ was moved closer 
to the dining, creating clear cooking and cleaning zones. “The 

boys now have their seats for homework at the peninsula, and 
I also suggested built-in window seats to improve their dining 
seating and to give them more storage options.

“An existing feature that couldn’t be moved was the structural 
post, so we incorporated it into the peninsula and clad it in 
an antique-bronze mirror to help blend it in,” says Marianne. 
The same style mirror defines the bar area with the requested 
wine fridge below and a glass cabinet above to show off the 
beautiful collection of classic soda makers and glassware. A 
second pantry, with pocket doors and bench space for small 
appliances, clears the walk-through between the kitchen and 
the rest of the home. 

The colour scheme and LED lighting create the desired 
atmosphere, especially in the evening. Marianne says the 
whole family is amazed at the result and calls it their new 
favourite room in the house. 

Marianne Gailer is an Elite Designer of the National Kitchen 
and Bathroom Association and part of the experienced 
team at Kitchens By Design offering an integrated design-to-
completion service.

If you’re looking for a new kitchen, please call T: 09 379 3084 to make an appointment with one of their designers. Kitchens 
By Design’s showroom is located at 9 Melrose Street, Newmarket. For inspiration, take a look at some fabulous projects at 
www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz PONSONBY NEWS+ December 2023  9190  PONSONBY NEWS+ December 2023 PUBLISHED FIRST FRIDAY EACH MONTH (except January)

H
O

M
E 

W
H

ER
E 

TH
E 

H
EA

R
T 

IS

kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Visit our showroom, by appointment. 

9 Melrose St, Newmarket (09) 379 3084

J21116 KBD Magazine Ad - Coromandel Verve FA.indd   1J21116 KBD Magazine Ad - Coromandel Verve FA.indd   1 23/06/23   11:46 AM23/06/23   11:46 AM

Old-world 
elegance meets 

modern minimalism

SEAMLESS DESIGN
One of the key measures of success for any new kitchen is how well it fits in with the home 
and the family it has been designed for. 

This kitchen, in a period Auckland house overlooking a 
leafy reserve, is a perfect example of how good design can 
introduce modern functionality and technology and at the 
same time blend in with – and even enhance – the original 
features of the home. 

The home, for a busy family of four, has board-and-batten 
features throughout, which inspired the use of timber as a 
decorative detail in the new kitchen, says designer Marianne 
Gailer from Kitchens By Design. “There was also a long list 
of practical requests from my clients, not least improving 
the workflow of the original cramped space by introducing 
defined zones so both parents could cook and prep together.

“They also wanted a display area for family heirlooms, 
seating for their two teenage boys and improved seating in 
the dining area, additional bench space in the cooking area 
and last, but not least, a wine fridge.”

By repositioning the existing oven tower, more bench space 
was created along the kitchen’s back wall, and a pull-out 
pantry and pull-out oil-and-spice rack are now practically 
located in its place. The kitchen ‘peninsula’ was moved closer 
to the dining, creating clear cooking and cleaning zones. “The 

boys now have their seats for homework at the peninsula, and 
I also suggested built-in window seats to improve their dining 
seating and to give them more storage options.

“An existing feature that couldn’t be moved was the structural 
post, so we incorporated it into the peninsula and clad it in 
an antique-bronze mirror to help blend it in,” says Marianne. 
The same style mirror defines the bar area with the requested 
wine fridge below and a glass cabinet above to show off the 
beautiful collection of classic soda makers and glassware. A 
second pantry, with pocket doors and bench space for small 
appliances, clears the walk-through between the kitchen and 
the rest of the home. 

The colour scheme and LED lighting create the desired 
atmosphere, especially in the evening. Marianne says the 
whole family is amazed at the result and calls it their new 
favourite room in the house. 

Marianne Gailer is an Elite Designer of the National Kitchen 
and Bathroom Association and part of the experienced 
team at Kitchens By Design offering an integrated design-to-
completion service.

If you’re looking for a new kitchen, please call T: 09 379 3084 to make an appointment with one of their designers. Kitchens 
By Design’s showroom is located at 9 Melrose Street, Newmarket. For inspiration, take a look at some fabulous projects at 
www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz
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Old-world 
elegance meets 

modern minimalism

SEAMLESS DESIGN
One of the key measures of success for any new kitchen is how well it fits in with the home 
and the family it has been designed for. 

This kitchen, in a period Auckland house overlooking a 
leafy reserve, is a perfect example of how good design can 
introduce modern functionality and technology and at the 
same time blend in with – and even enhance – the original 
features of the home. 

The home, for a busy family of four, has board-and-batten 
features throughout, which inspired the use of timber as a 
decorative detail in the new kitchen, says designer Marianne 
Gailer from Kitchens By Design. “There was also a long list 
of practical requests from my clients, not least improving 
the workflow of the original cramped space by introducing 
defined zones so both parents could cook and prep together.

“They also wanted a display area for family heirlooms, 
seating for their two teenage boys and improved seating in 
the dining area, additional bench space in the cooking area 
and last, but not least, a wine fridge.”

By repositioning the existing oven tower, more bench space 
was created along the kitchen’s back wall, and a pull-out 
pantry and pull-out oil-and-spice rack are now practically 
located in its place. The kitchen ‘peninsula’ was moved closer 
to the dining, creating clear cooking and cleaning zones. “The 

boys now have their seats for homework at the peninsula, and 
I also suggested built-in window seats to improve their dining 
seating and to give them more storage options.

“An existing feature that couldn’t be moved was the structural 
post, so we incorporated it into the peninsula and clad it in 
an antique-bronze mirror to help blend it in,” says Marianne. 
The same style mirror defines the bar area with the requested 
wine fridge below and a glass cabinet above to show off the 
beautiful collection of classic soda makers and glassware. A 
second pantry, with pocket doors and bench space for small 
appliances, clears the walk-through between the kitchen and 
the rest of the home. 

The colour scheme and LED lighting create the desired 
atmosphere, especially in the evening. Marianne says the 
whole family is amazed at the result and calls it their new 
favourite room in the house. 

Marianne Gailer is an Elite Designer of the National Kitchen 
and Bathroom Association and part of the experienced 
team at Kitchens By Design offering an integrated design-to-
completion service.

If you’re looking for a new kitchen, please call T: 09 379 3084 to make an appointment with one of their designers. Kitchens 
By Design’s showroom is located at 9 Melrose Street, Newmarket. For inspiration, take a look at some fabulous projects at 
www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz
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SEAMLESS DESIGN
One of the key measures of success for any new kitchen is how well it fits in with the home 
and the family it has been designed for. 

This kitchen, in a period Auckland house overlooking a 
leafy reserve, is a perfect example of how good design can 
introduce modern functionality and technology and at the 
same time blend in with – and even enhance – the original 
features of the home. 

The home, for a busy family of four, has board-and-batten 
features throughout, which inspired the use of timber as a 
decorative detail in the new kitchen, says designer Marianne 
Gailer from Kitchens By Design. “There was also a long list 
of practical requests from my clients, not least improving 
the workflow of the original cramped space by introducing 
defined zones so both parents could cook and prep together.

“They also wanted a display area for family heirlooms, 
seating for their two teenage boys and improved seating in 
the dining area, additional bench space in the cooking area 
and last, but not least, a wine fridge.”

By repositioning the existing oven tower, more bench space 
was created along the kitchen’s back wall, and a pull-out 
pantry and pull-out oil-and-spice rack are now practically 
located in its place. The kitchen ‘peninsula’ was moved closer 
to the dining, creating clear cooking and cleaning zones. “The 

boys now have their seats for homework at the peninsula, and 
I also suggested built-in window seats to improve their dining 
seating and to give them more storage options.

“An existing feature that couldn’t be moved was the structural 
post, so we incorporated it into the peninsula and clad it in 
an antique-bronze mirror to help blend it in,” says Marianne. 
The same style mirror defines the bar area with the requested 
wine fridge below and a glass cabinet above to show off the 
beautiful collection of classic soda makers and glassware. A 
second pantry, with pocket doors and bench space for small 
appliances, clears the walk-through between the kitchen and 
the rest of the home. 

The colour scheme and LED lighting create the desired 
atmosphere, especially in the evening. Marianne says the 
whole family is amazed at the result and calls it their new 
favourite room in the house. 

Marianne Gailer is an Elite Designer of the National Kitchen 
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team at Kitchens By Design offering an integrated design-to-
completion service.
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Old-world 
elegance meets 

modern minimalism

SEAMLESS DESIGN
One of the key measures of success for any new kitchen is how well it fits in with the home 
and the family it has been designed for. 

This kitchen, in a period Auckland house overlooking a 
leafy reserve, is a perfect example of how good design can 
introduce modern functionality and technology and at the 
same time blend in with – and even enhance – the original 
features of the home. 

The home, for a busy family of four, has board-and-batten 
features throughout, which inspired the use of timber as a 
decorative detail in the new kitchen, says designer Marianne 
Gailer from Kitchens By Design. “There was also a long list 
of practical requests from my clients, not least improving 
the workflow of the original cramped space by introducing 
defined zones so both parents could cook and prep together.

“They also wanted a display area for family heirlooms, 
seating for their two teenage boys and improved seating in 
the dining area, additional bench space in the cooking area 
and last, but not least, a wine fridge.”

By repositioning the existing oven tower, more bench space 
was created along the kitchen’s back wall, and a pull-out 
pantry and pull-out oil-and-spice rack are now practically 
located in its place. The kitchen ‘peninsula’ was moved closer 
to the dining, creating clear cooking and cleaning zones. “The 

boys now have their seats for homework at the peninsula, and 
I also suggested built-in window seats to improve their dining 
seating and to give them more storage options.

“An existing feature that couldn’t be moved was the structural 
post, so we incorporated it into the peninsula and clad it in 
an antique-bronze mirror to help blend it in,” says Marianne. 
The same style mirror defines the bar area with the requested 
wine fridge below and a glass cabinet above to show off the 
beautiful collection of classic soda makers and glassware. A 
second pantry, with pocket doors and bench space for small 
appliances, clears the walk-through between the kitchen and 
the rest of the home. 

The colour scheme and LED lighting create the desired 
atmosphere, especially in the evening. Marianne says the 
whole family is amazed at the result and calls it their new 
favourite room in the house. 

Marianne Gailer is an Elite Designer of the National Kitchen 
and Bathroom Association and part of the experienced 
team at Kitchens By Design offering an integrated design-to-
completion service.

If you’re looking for a new kitchen, please call T: 09 379 3084 to make an appointment with one of their designers. Kitchens 
By Design’s showroom is located at 9 Melrose Street, Newmarket. For inspiration, take a look at some fabulous projects at 
www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz
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second pantry, with pocket doors and bench space for small 
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

D E V O N P O R T E L E C T R I C A L . C O . N Z

Professional and affordable electrical
repairs and installations

 

 

09 445 3447

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Big City Drainage
& Plumbing

dan@allaspects.co.nz

Professional Quality Service
• Gasfitting • Certifying/Licensed
• Digger Hire • Plumber/Drainlayer
• All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

0800 143 051 or mob 021 119 3227

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Trades & Services

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Locally Owned
• North Shore & Auckland wide
• Residential & Commercial
• Interior & Exterior
• Roofs
• Painting & Plastering

Ph: Luke Piper  
021 410 766
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• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

Trades & Services

HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com

1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Family owned and operated since 1999

Full Servicing • Repairs
W.O.F • Wheels/Tyres

• Electronic 

and mechanical 

lock installations

• New keys for 

existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Lock Hardware

1st Rate Property Services
Roof & Gutter Cleaning
Lichen/Moss Treatment

House Washing

Roof & House Wash

www.1st-rate.co.nz

0800 025 515
Long-term Care for Your Property

m: 021-072-2414   e: admin@1st-rate.co.nz

Call us today on  
022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

• Restore
• Repair
•  Retrofit 

double glazing
•  Bifold repairs 

and upgrades

Geoff Cassrel’s 
Electrical

Father and Son Levi  
are a great team.

Based in Devonport for 40 years 
doing domestic commercial and 

specialising in LED lighting design. 

No job too small.

Available 24/7  
Phone 0274 933384 anytime.

Painters
Midas Touch 

Painting Contractors

Specialists in  
commercial and  

residential painting

For all your decorating needs 
call the wizards

Paul Charleton
021 143 9138

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 42 December 15, 2023

Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS DECEMBER 15, 2023

Our annual Senior Prizegiving was another successful event held in the heart 
of the school. With students, staff and parents in attendance, the weather 
behaved, and allowing for a wonderful celebration of achievement. A spine-
tingling powhiri opened the ceremony, which was also accompanied by musical 
performances and our school haka. Principal, Mary Nixon, Presiding BOT Member 
Andrew Baker and Head Prefects Liam Arthur-Hunt and Lily Murphy delivered 
speeches summarising what a fantastic year it has been.

A special congratulations goes to Sofia Drew, our Dux for 2023.

Our major award winners were:

2023 Senior Prizegiving

Anishka Sherlock Pearl Nicholson

Olivia Priddy  
& Parents

Mary Nixon with  
IB Dux Joe McKibbin

TGS Dux of 2023 Sofia Drew

Liberty BeckAlisa Howden Amy XiangMargot Pettitt

Special AwardsSubject Awards

For a full list of special & subject  
prize winners, scan these QR codes

Cleverdon Cup
All Round Effort &  
School Spirit in Year 11 Rhian Gates

White Cup
All Round Effort &  
School Spirit in Year 12 Natia Tsulaia

Spooner Cup
Best School Spirit Overall  
in Year 13 Anishka Sherlock

June Spooner Award Academic Excellence Level 1 Amy McKenzie

June Spooner Award 1st in Year 11 - Multi Level Dagyeong (Sophia) Yang

June Spooner Award 2nd in Year 11 - Multi Level Gavin Wu

June Spooner Award Academic Excellence Level 2 Junsung (Robert) Park

June Spooner Award 1st in Year 12 - Multi Level Bill An

June Spooner Award 2nd in Year 12 - Multi Level Maia Madsen Brough

Top Scholar Award Top Scholar Award Pearl Nicholson

Summa Cum Laude Academic Excellence Year 13 Alisa Howden

Academic Excellence Year 13 Margot Pettitt

Academic Excellence Year 13 Liberty Beck

Academic Excellence Year 13 Qiutong (Amy) Xiang

June Spooner Award Proxime Accessit Joseph McKibbin

Proxime Accessit Olivia Priddy

The Dux Cup Dux of the School Sofia Drew
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HOUSE-WASHING 
SERVICES

• ROOF WASH
• GUTTER WASH
• PRE-PAINT WASH

• SOFT HOUSE WASH
• PATHS, DRIVEWAYS
• SPIDER TREATMENTS
•  MOSS MOULD TREATMENTS

Your local Devonport house washer

Call Will 022 517 3077

Low pressure house wash
Driveway and  
concrete cleaning
Decks and fences
Roof treatments
Locally owned and operated

20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
• Screwdriver-wielding youths commit two 
aggravated robberies in Devonport along 
with a violent assault, though police say they 
are too busy to attend and tell victims they 
should report the crimes to the Takapuna 
station
• A group of young boys – Harry Kieman, 
Jack Larsen, Ben Newton, Jonathan Ranford, 
Tom Newton, Andrew Ranford and Michael 
Ellis – vow to fight a council ruling to take 
down a tree hut they built on a local reserve.
• Vicki Gibson receives a North Shore City 
Council civic award after teaching at Vaux-
hall School for two decades then working 
for the community. 
• An $830,000 budget to rebuild Devonport 

Library raises eyebrows when the figure is re-
ported to the Devonport Community Board. 
• Devonport boardsailor Tom Ashley wins 
the Mistral youth and junior world champi-
onships in Mexico.
 • Jacko Gill of Devonport Primary wins 
the eight-year-old boys 70-metre sprint 
at the Peninsula Primary Schools athletic 
champs. He also wins the eight-year-old 
boys shot-put. 
• Three terraced apartments are planned for 
Clarence St, raising concerns for Devonport 
Heritage.
• North Shore Cricket Club lose the Auckland 
one-day final to Grafton in the last over of 
the match.

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz
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Call Paul 022 351 2605  
or Karl 022 125 0308  
now on for a free quote.
10 Victoria Rd, Retail 7  
(The Old Post Office) Devonport
info@securehomes.nz 
www.securehomes.nz

Security in the  
palm of your hand.

Security Cameras, Interlinked  
Smoke Alarms & Asset tags.

Solutions to protect your home,  
business or school

Classifieds

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER

EVENTS • PORTRAITS • FAMILY • CORPORATE
https://www.kathrynnobbsphotography.com
email: kathrynnobbsphotography@gmail.com

Tel: 027 528 4566

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER
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PROFESSIONAL 
PHOTOGRAPHER

• EVENTS •
• PORTRAITS •

• FAMILY •
• CORPORATE •

www.kathrynnobbsphotography.com
email: kathrynnobbsphotography@gmail.com

Tel: 027 528 4566
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EVENTS • PORTRAITS • FAMILY • CORPORATE
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SERVICES OFFERED
Experienced housesitter, Devon-
port. Slots available between 
February and June. Excellent 
references available. Enquiries:  
suziclipsonboyles@gmail.com
FixIT Handyman - excellent work, 
practical budget, most jobs wel-
come, interior/exterior free quote. 
Josh 021 261 8322.
Sash window repairs. Renew cords, 
adjust weights, balancing for even 
running – any problem with your 
sash window. Work done on Sat-
urdays only. Hubert 021 274 4191.

SERVICES OFFERED
Work wanted, caring highly quali-
fied home care offered in Devonport. 
Reasonable rates. Ph.094454693

WANTED
Vehicles wanted Dead or Alive, cash 
paid  0800 333 398. 
Wanted: Shorthand tutor wanted 
for young journalist. email rob@
devonportflagstaff.co.nz

WANT TO  
ADVERTISE?
Devonport Flagstaff  

ClassifiedAdvertising.  
It really works. To make a 
booking please email us at 

sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Hannah Tillman PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 09 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E hannah.tillman@harcourts.co.nz
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The electrifying show RESPECT journeys through Aretha Franklin’s courageous life of love, tragedy and triumph, 
while showcasing her greatest hits over the last 50 years!
 
Starring Australia’s ‘Soul Mama’, Angie Narayan, RESPECT is a masterful piece of storytelling about family, loyalty 
and victory, layered with glorious harmonies and sassy repartee. Joining Angie on stage are performers, Ezekiel 
Narayan, Shelley Davies and the incredible Faith Sosene, The Voice Season 11 runner up, together with an electric 
band! 
 
Taking you back to the1960s, you'll explore her childhood, the church, meeting her Husband, the Civil Rights 
Movement and the profound impact the song RESPECT had on the world! ‘Natural Woman’, Say A Little Prayer’ and 
‘Son of a Preacher Man’ are just a taste of Aretha’s classics you can expect!  Moving into the 70s and 80s, ‘Sisters 
are Doin it for Themselves’ and ‘Freeway of Love’ are just some of the hits guaranteed to have you up dancing out of 
your seat! There is one big surprise near the end of the show that no one expects but has people literally in tears!

Doctor channels hospice stories in fictional debut
Devonport doctor Eugenia Romboli enjoys 
writing as a creative outlet from her demand-
ing job in palliative care – although for her 
first published book she has drawn heavily 
on her work experience.  

“I’m inspired by what I do and things I’ve 
seen,” she says of work at Harbour Hospice 
in Takapuna that at times can be gruelling. 

“In my job I get to know a lot of stories,” 
she says. While not sharing what actual pa-
tients in end-of-life care and their families 
have said, she has drawn inspiration from 
those she has met and the conversations 
that ensue. 

“You get to know people who have done 
amazing things in their lives.” 

Her book, written in her first language, 
Spanish, is not a memoir but a short novel that 
focuses on those in situations not dissimilar 
to her own. 

The Argentina-born doctor has specialised 
in palliative care for 15 years, first in Spain 
and since 2016 in New Zealand. She moved 
here from Barcelona with her English partner 
specifically for the hospice job. 

He had visited the country four years 
earlier, and particularly liked the look of 
Devonport, so they settled happily here with 
their two boys. 

One son,  aged 10, is at  Devonport Primary 
School, and the other, aged 19, is a student at 
the University of Auckland.

“We have no thoughts of going anywhere 

– it’s quite a special spot,” Romboli says. 
Hailing originally from Mendoza, she  

began her medical career in general practice, 
but finds her current role as Hospice’s North 
Shore medical team leader more rewarding. 

“It’s the human connection that drew me 
to the work,” she says.  “It’s quite emotive. 
There’s moments that are very hopeful.”  

She also wants to get across that doctors 
and nurses carry a burden of responsibility, 
but find satisfaction in helping people have 
their wishes recognised.

“The feedback we get from families is 
it’s more than just physical care – and that’s 
what we try to do.”Colleagues and patients 
are curious about her recently published 
book, she says. 

“They all want to read it and are asking, 
when you are going to translate it?”

Published in Spain, it is available on 
Amazon. She and her partner plan to have it 
translated, hoping to gain a wider audience. 

Romboli says she writes in Spanish be-
cause she finds it easier to convey emotional 
nuance. She has dabbled in short stories on 
and off for around 10 years, but began the 
novel last year. “I get a lot of joy out of it – I 
wish I had more time.”

The self-described obsessive reader is al-
ready working on her next novel, which also 
draws on her experiences in helping people. 

Set in Argentina, it examines the lives of 
vulnerable young people living on the street.

Published in Spain... Eugenia 
Romboli plans to have her novel 
translated into English 
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Gift Cards for Christmas!
Can be purchased at the cinema.

Any $ purchase amount.

Showing the latest blockbusters and special interest movies

www.takapunamovies.co.nz

Depot Artspace stalwarts launch new          Victoria Rd gallery 

Local flavour... An artwork at the new gallery – a depiction of the 
Esplanade Hotel by Martin Law. Opposite: Linda Blincko and Lynn 
Lawton (and Griffon Mia) at the gallery beneath the RSA in Victoria Rd  

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Lynda Betts
Experience 
does make  
a difference

Ph 021 278 3024
E: lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Devonport Library

Merry Christmas
Meri Kirihimete

Wishing you and your families all the joy of 
this season and very happy holidays to all.

Auckland libraries will remain open 
throughout December and January (only 

closing on the public holidays) so you won’t 
miss out on any chance to stock up on 
those holiday books and beach reads.

The only days we will be closed:
•  Christmas Day (25 Dec):  

All libraries, research & community 
centres are closed

•  Boxing Day (26 Dec):  
All closed except Botany Library

•  New Year’s Day (1 Jan):  
All closed except Botany Library

•  Day after New Year’s Day (2 Jan):  
All closed except Botany Library.

Something to note for the New Year:  
We are making some small changes to 
our hours from February 3rd 2024. On 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
we will close half an hour earlier.

NEW OPENING HOURS WILL BE:
• Monday: 9am-5.30pm
• Tuesday: 9am-5.30pm
• Wednesday: 9am-5pm
• Thursday: 9am-5pm
• Friday: 9am-5pm
• Saturday: 9.30am-5pm
• Sunday: 9.30am-5pm

SUNDAY 17 DECEMBER –2PM
Come and enjoy some festive music with a 
performance from Beautiful Noise, a local 
community choir who will get us singing 

along to some old favourites.
Happy Holidays to all ….   

Kia Pai Ngā Hararei ki a Koutou 
and Happy New Year ...  
Ngā Mihi o te Tau Hou
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Depot Artspace stalwarts launch new          Victoria Rd gallery 
Devonport has a new art gallery, Satellite 2, 
run by familiar local faces Linda Blincko and 
Lynn Lawton. 

The couple – who both spent decades 
running the Depot Artspace before dividing 
their time for the last few years between 
Devonport and Rawene, in the Hokianga 
– say reaction since their low-key opening 
last week has been heartening. “It’s a great 
thing being part of the community again,” 
says Blincko. 

Old friends and curious visitors have 
popped by and some sales made. 

The gallery is in a space under the RSA in 
Victoria Rd which was previously  a clothes 
shop. Walls have been relined, creating an 
impressive 18 metres of white display space. 

Eleven artists are featured currently, in-
cluding some from the Far North, where the 
couple own a restored church and are selling 
a gallery cafe they have had for 10 years. 

The four-hour trip for one or both of them 
to check in regularly on the Hokianga busi-
ness has made them decide to focus primarily 
on Devonport, which Blinko has called home 
for 40 years and Lawton for 30. “We wanted 
to be able to do something together again,” 
says Lawton. Their15-year-old griffon, Mia, 
acts as a welcoming committee at the door. 
“She’s very happy to be back in a gallery,” 
says Blincko.   

Blincko is relishing working with artists 
she has long known and introducing new 
names to local audiences. From established 
figures such as Frank Womble and Geoff 
Thomson to emerging artists such as Carolyn 
Lye, who works with found materials, and 
Michelle Morunga, who daintily transforms 
pohutukawa leaves with embroidery, the 
range of styles and concepts is wide.

Locals might be particularly interested in 
the work of Martin Law, who has had several 
shows featuring heritage buildings and vistas 
in Devonport.

www.thevic.co.nz | (09) 446 0100 | 48 Victoria Road

NOW SHOWING 
Wonka (PG) 116min  NEW 
The Boy and the Heron (PG) 124min  NEW
Next Goal Wins (PG) 104min  NEW
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour (M) 169min  NEW
Trolls Band Together (G) 91min  NEW  
COMING SOON  
Dunki (TBA) 160min  21 DEC
All of Us Strangers (TBA) 105 min  Previews 23 DEC
Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom (M) 123min  26 DEC
Migration (PG) 91min  26 DEC
One Life (PG) 110min  26 DEC
Wish (PG) 95min  26 DEC
Dream Scenario (R13) 102min  1 JAN
Poor Things (R18) 142min  1 JAN
The Boys in the Boat (M) 124min  4 JAN 
Ferrari (TBA) 130min  4 JAN
The Holdovers (TBA) 133min  11 JAN

events@thevic.co.nz

SPECIAL EVENT

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND  
A HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE VIC TEAM!
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008 | 916 6000

Est.1984

PREMIUM PARTNERSHIPS  
PREMIUM RESULTS 

Perched high on the 19th floor, this northwest corner apartment exudes elegance 
with breathtaking views. Featuring 2 ensuited bedrooms, a spacious layout, and 
a deck overlooking Lake Pupuke and the Hauraki Gulf, every moment here is a 
picturesque escape. Impeccably maintained, it offers world-class amenities like 
a 25m pool, landscaped areas, BBQ stations, and more. Experience the ease 
of central Takapuna living with nearby conveniences, including 2 carparks and 
ample storage. 

TAKAPUNA | 1904/3 NORTHCROFT STREET
Up Where You Belong | The Sentinel

premium.co.nz/80492 
VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | $1.875M                                                        
  
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 OFFICE 916 6000

Poderi Crisci is a beautiful 7.7ha (almost 20 acres) property in two Titles with 
around 2.5ha planted in vines, a 4 bedroom farmhouse with attached winery, 
and the acclaimed Poderi Crisci Italian restaurant and La Locanda deli/wine bar 
at its romantic heart. Poderi Crisci will transport you to idyllic Tuscany with its 
parterre and potager gardens, elegant pencil conifers, olive trees and rows of 
grape vines radiating away.

WAIHEKE ISLAND | AWAAWAROA ROAD
Waiheke Island Winery for Sale

premium.co.nz/80439  
VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | POA  

CHRIS PALMER 027 473 4721 OFFICE 916 6000

Explore Borgo di Chianti: a luxurious Tuscan retreat by Matakana Wine Trail. Set 
against the Mahurangi River’s picturesque backdrop, this sustainable farmlet 
blends tranquility, luxury, and natural allure. The main house offers 4 bedrooms, 
a wine cellar, and more. A spacious barn, pétanque court, and lush orchard 
complement the property. With an equestrian arena and paddocks, it’s a haven 
for both nature lovers and equine enthusiasts. Future urban zoning enhances its 
investment allure amidst serene surroundings.

WARKWORTH | 73 VALERIE CLOSE 
Luxury Lifestyle | Zoned Future Urban

premium.co.nz/90134
VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
ROB MATULICH 021 634 059  
LINDA SMITH 021 470 175 OFFICE 422 9280

Set on a 845sqm (approx) beach front position sits this striking north facing 
residence designed by Sumich Architects which boasts a substantial floor area. 
The atrium-style entrance flows to the kitchen, living, and dining areas, with easy 
access to the beach. Four bedrooms on the upper level include a master suite 
with stunning views. The property offers a substantial basement garage, recent 
renovations, and is a rare find in a prime location. 

TAKAPUNA | 28 EWEN STREET 
Prime Beachfront | This is the ONE

premium.co.nz/80472  
VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494  
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 OFFICE 916 6000


