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Racquets club gives no-vaxxers a serve
Belmont Park Racquets Club is introducing 
a “no vax – no play” policy in response to 
the Covid 19 pandemic. 

It is believed to be the first sports club in 
Devonport to require proof of vaccination to 
access its facilities.

With the government introducing a traffic-

light protection framework requiring people 
to provide evidence of vaccination to go 
to restaurants, gatherings, gyms and many 
businesses, Belmont felt it should “front 
foot” the issue, club  president Graeme 
Norman said. 

Belmont’s committee unanimously de-

cided that from 1 November all members, 
guests, independent contractors and other 
visitors aged 12 and over must have received 
at least their first vaccination.

A second injection has to be recorded by 
30 November. 

To page 15
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“ 7 weekends until Christmas, 2022 is looming.  It’s been a hard year 
for a lot of people but take control where you can, have a plan!” 

  For many of us it’s time to be on the move.  Make the most of NOW!

Licensed Sales Consultant Licensed REAA 2008M: 027 773 1841 Devonport

Howl of a good time… (from left) werewolves Max (3) and Teddy Passlow (6), with Ruben (6) and 
Rheeder Crause (4), went on a pumpkin hunt in Devonport. Story, more pictures, pages 10-11.
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A two-storey, six-apartment block will be 
added to Ryman’s William Sanders Retire-
ment Village on a recently cleared site it 
owns on Lake Rd.

The development will have two apart-
ments and parking on the ground floor, with 
four further apartments upstairs.

Vehicle access from Lake Rd to the site, 
where Ryman previously had a sales office, 
will be via what used to be a gravel road 
above Mary Barrett Glade.  

A pedestrian walkway from Lake Rd will 
connect residents to the main part of the vil-
lage, a spokesperson said. There will be no 
drive-through to Lake Rd from the main site.

Start and finish dates for the project have 
not been confirmed.

In other developments at Ryman, a 
five-storey block of 17 apartments near the 
bottom of Wesley St has been completed. Its 
first residents move in next week.

The period for submissions on Bayswater 
Marina Ltd’s plan to develop its reclamation 
has been extended by 10 days. 

The closing date is now November 19. 
The proposed development includes plans 

for 94 terraced houses and 27 apartments in 
three buildings. 

North Shore Councillor Chris Darby, the 
Bayswater Community Committee and the 
the Bayswater Marina Berthholders had all 
sought a submissions extension. 

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board was 
being briefed on the issue at  a special meeting 
on Tuesday as the Flagstaff went to press.

Ryman adds  
Lake Rd block  

to village

Marina submissions 
open until 19 November

Three staff on the Covid ward at North Shore 
Hospital tested positive for the virus, prompting 
a review of ward systems.
The hospital had 15 Covid-19 patients early 
this week, of 53 people with the virus hospi-
talised across Auckland. All suburbs in De-
vonport-Takapuna Local Board area  except 
Takapuna central have reached a first vaccina-
tion rate of at least 90 per cent of the eligible 
population. Takapuna central was on 89.1 per 
cent as the Flagstaff went to print. 

Stanley Point, Sunnynook north, Sunnynook 
south, Westlake and Forrest Hill north, east and 
west are all at 95 per cent first doses. In Stanley 
Point, 87 per cent of those eligible have received 
their second dose.

Bayswater is no longer a high-risk area in 
the Covid Delta outbreak, but residents are 
advised to continue to watch for symptoms of 
the virus. Earlier this month, the suburb had a 
high positivity rate, with more than one per cent 
of people returning positive results. 

Staff test positive at North Shore Hopital 

‘Welcome to unvaxed’ sign irks residents 
A  sign welcoming the “Vaxed and Unvaxed” to 
the Natural Health Co store in Victoria Rd has 
angered some locals and government regulators. 

 The placard inside the shop entrance appears 
to mimic the Ministry of Health’s Covid-19 
signage in its colour scheme, fonts and layout, 
while inviting unvaccinated persons to enter. 

A government spokesperson said displaying 
such as sign risked prosecution under copyright 
laws.

One resident who contacted the Flagstaff 
said: “Apart from copyright infringement, it is 
passing off a political message directed against 
official health advice and rules as if it was issued 
by the Ministry of Health.”   The sign, which 
also says “Unite against Discrimination”, and  
“The Freedom & Rights Coalition” poses a 
public health risk by creating confusion around 
vaccination requirements,  the resident said.

The government said: “Misusing Unite 
Against COVID-19 branding in this manner 
is incredibly disappointing. The Unite Against 
COVID-19 campaign provides important, fac-
tual information that aims to keep New Zealand 
communities safe from the virus.

“Fake or doctored posters that misuse the 
UAC logo and branding risk confusion, or lead-
ing people to think they are receiving official 
advice that is actually inaccurate.”

The Natural Health Store owner Ronen 
Harosh said he had asked his stores to display 
a sign welcoming all shoppers. “I wanted to 

put them up saying we’re supporting every-
one, but if that’s not within the act so they can 
take it down.”Asked if his other stores had the 
same sign displayed he said they did not. But 
he was not happy to answer what he described 
as “interrogations” about how the sign came to 
be in the window and who was responsible for 
it. “You don’t need to know.”

Challenged about breaching government 
regulations, he said : “They made a mistake.” He 
accused the Flagstaff of bullying his business,  
before ending the call.
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Keeping patients well and helping those who 
aren’t is all part of the job at a medical centre, 
but for staff at MedPlus Hauraki there’s an 
added personal impetus behind their efforts.

With MedPlus co-founder Dr Heidi MacRae 
currently being treated for  breast cancer, the 
team has doubled down on support for Pink 
Ribbon fundraising. Staff dressed in pink last 
week to raise awareness and morale. They also 
enjoyed a pink-themed morning tea.

“This year is even more special to us 
with our lovely staff member involved [in 
treatment],” said Practice manager Katherine 
Williams.

So far, they have raised $4800 towards the 
Breast Cancer Foundation’s lockdown-hit 
annual Pink Ribbon drive to raise money for 
education, support services and research to 
lower New Zealand’s breast cancer rates.

“We started off with a $2000 target and got 
there really fast, so we raised it to $5000 and 
now $8000,” said Williams. A sign outside 
the clinic on Tuesday last week, encouraged 
further donations, to add to those already made 
by staff, families and patients. The fundraising 
will continue through November.

Prize draws from local businesses are on 
offer. Among other activities is a game where 
people can donate a small sum to guess how 
many Covid-vaccination vials are in a jar.  

MedPlus Hauraki has so far done more 
than 12,500 Covid vaccinations. “We’re really 
pleased with our patients and our community,” 
Williams said. Of a patient register of 12,000 

people, rates were nudging 90 per cent for first 
vaccinations.

But the clinic is also keen for patients not 
to neglect their general health, with some 
holding off due to Covid on getting the likes 
of skin checks or keeping up to date with 
contraception device replacements. Mental 
health and stress were other issues that needed 
monitoring.

Under lockdown, routine mammograms 
had not gone ahead as an essential service. 
“This is really distressing,” said Williams. 
The foundation is also concerned that women 
who miss early detection may end up as cancer 
statistics. Urgent care, such as chemotherapy, 
is proceeding. Williams says anyone with 
concerns should come forward. While the 
clinic’s doctors are doing virtual consultations, 
it can schedule face-to-face appointments 
when necessary.

Some had delayed booking a virtual consul-
tation, hoping lockdown would soon be over, 
but this was not wise when health was at stake.

For those who need to attend in person, extra 
safety measures have been taken, including di-
viding the practice into two clinics – green for 
non-respiratory cases and red for anyone who 
needs screening for possible Covid infection.

Williams said demand for Covid tests came 
and went. At the start of Delta lockdown, Med-
Plus had been doing 200 a day. This had eased 
off as the Level 4 lockdown progressed, but 
under Level 3, with its partial return to work 
nd requirements from some jobs for proof of 

health status, testing rates had recently gone up 
again, to around 60 on some days.  

Vaccination uptake was lowest in the 16-34 
age bracket, said Williams. The push to get 
these people vaccinated had come later, so it 
was hoped they would soon catch up.

MedPlus vaccinated more than 150 people 
on the government’s recent Super Saturday.

 • To support the Medplus fundraiser,  
go to takeaction.org.nz/page/medplus 
breastcancerfundraiser.

Medical clinic wants to keep patients in the pink

True colours… MedPlus staff (from left) clinic manager Katherine Williams, Kate Iremonger, Anna 
Faircloth, Maria Ball, Melissa Liu and Helen Noble donned pink for their breast-cancer fundraising efforts

X vials... Staffers Sara Gow (left) 
and Joh Tew with a jar containing 
empty Covid-19 vaccinations 
vials, used for a fundraising
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 3/1 Buchanan Street

3 1 1 1
Auction (unless sold prior)
1.30pm, Thu 25 Nov 2021
28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna
Phone for viewing times
Prue de Bie021 521 242
prue.debie@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Absolute village central
Rarely available, this townhouse is one of five in the tightly held enclave “Windsor Mews” in the heart
of historic Devonport. Stroll to beaches, the village with its restaurants, shopping, galleries and
theatre, everything is at your doorstep! Built in the 1980’s, ideal if you are looking to downsize or a
“lock up and go” for when we can “go” again! Light filled and sunny open plan living /dining areas
flow to the private courtyard and garden, perfect for outdoor entertaining. Just a few minutes’ walk
to the ferry to the CBD, this could be your city apartment alternative while enjoying all the delights
of a relaxed Devonport life! Enjoy the home as it is or update to suit your style, this is a wonderful
opportunity to secure your place in this amazing location.

bayleys.co.nz/1470487

bayleys.co.nz
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A theft from a fledgling Hauraki corner busi-
ness is also a blow for a rescue programme 
for axolotls.

The odd-looking amphibians – which have 
grown in popularity as pets since being fea-
tured in the popular computer game Minecraft 
– are championed by the Aquarium Project 
owner Cameron Yaxley. He had a parcel of 
food worth $150 for them taken from near the 
entrance to his shop. It was to have been couri-
ered to Dunedin-based rescue charity Axolotl 
Rescue New Zealand, which nurses injured, 
sick or unwanted axolotls back to health.

Yaxley said he was not sure if the theft was 
opportunistic or more calculated. It occurred 
on Sunday 24 October after he noticed a 
man near his store’s rear entrance. When 
approached, the man asked about the neigh-
bouring chemist which was shut at the time. 
Yaxley redirected him to another chemist over 
the road and went back down the corridor into 
the main part of his speciality store.

After he returned to the door to serve an-
other customer he noticed the box of axolotl 
food was missing. “I ran around trying to find 
the person,” he said.

The stolen box had been behind a desk at 
the store’s entrance, awaiting pick-up. Food 
inside was donated by Yaxley and partly fund-
ed by his customers to support the national 
axolotl rescue efforts. “My customers some-
times buy extra food which I send down,” he 
told the Flagstaff. 

Yaxley also helps rehabilitate the creatures 
himself in Auckland before selling them. He 
has a number in various states of health in 
his store, including his personal pet Franklin.

Yaxley opened the Aquarium Project in 
June – a 21-year-old taking a gamble on 
turning his passionate hobby of raising fish 
into a business. 

While the Delta lockdown was a blow, one 
upside was once people had fish they still 
needed to feed them, so he was doing better 
than some businesses.

Axolotls were proving popular with local 
children, he said. “They’re in Minecraft now, 
so I’ve had a lot of people asking about them.” 

He had already sold three set-ups for 
Christmas. “They’re a good gift for Mine-
craft-loving kids,” he says.

The amphibians live for 15 to 20 years and 
are largely fed with pellets. Yaxley says they 
also like worms.

Since the theft, Yaxley has made his en-
trance barrier harder to get past without mak-
ing a noise. He hopes the thief might return the 
specialist reptile food “no questions asked” 
because he doubts they will have a use for it.  

Pet project... Cameron Yaxley with his axolotl Franklin, shown in 
close-up below

Theft hits amphibian rescue programme 

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Mortgage advice.

Check with  

us first.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  

mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or

contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 

richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Why Not...
Speak to us before looking to borrow any sort of finance 

- the policy difference between banks is significant, there 
are new lending regulations and more detailed information 
required - it can be quite overwhelming to sort through all the 
options - that’s why we are here to help with financing advice.

We will invariably find solutions to most requests and our 
initial consultation is always free and helpful - be it main 
bank, near bank or second tier lenders including Reverse 
Mortgages for those over 60yrs which can be a great product 
for those asset rich but unable to borrow due to age or income.

In markets we have seen banks hike their lending rate from 
1% to 1.50% across the lending curve - this despite the OCR 
only being raise 0.25% so far - expect more interest rate rises 
to come as banks continue to make super profits by growing 
their interest margin as they offer minimal increases to 
deposit rates yet large increases to lending rates!

        

We give mortgage advice through our company Trounson Financial Services Ltd

Disclosure Statements are on our website: simpsontrounson.co.nz
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1941!2021

Te Taua Moana
Celebrating 80 years of the Royal New Zealand Navy

  Christmas Shopping Christmas Shopping 
online online 

@Navy Museum Store@Navy Museum Store
navymuseum.co.nz/visit/storenavymuseum.co.nz/visit/store

Devonport businesses are reporting a good 
response to the ‘Jabbed’ fully-vaccinated 
signage campaign. 

Terrie Gray of Paradox Books said cus-
tomers had been positive about the sign, 
promoted by the Flagstaff. 

One told the Flagstaff they had purchased 
a book from the store after reading of the 
promotion in the last issue of the Flagstaff. 

Devonport Optometrists owner Peter 
Stoute said the reaction from customers 
was supportive

The sign was on the front door so “people 
get reassurance before they enter”, De-
vonport Optometrists front-of-shop staffer 
Kimberley Blake said.

Both businesses hoped others in  Devon-
port would place the signs in their windows.

We will continue to distribute signs over 
the next couple of weeks. Contact us if you 
want one: news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Signs inject a dose of confidence for shoppers

At the double... Devonport Optometrists owner Peter Stoute, with 
staff Kimberley Blake (left) and Dianne Humphreys and the Flagstaff-
promoted sign telling customers all staff are double vaccinated

Takapuna Grammar welcomed its senior stu-
dents back to class this week – while also of-
fering on-sitea vaccinations at its health centre.  

Principal Mary Nixon thanked parents and 
whanau in a newsletter for supporting the 
school in its decision not to open with most 
other Auckland high schools a week earlier, in-
stead doing pre-arranged online practice exams.

In the same newsletter Nixon outlined safety 
procedures, including mask wearing. 

Should a Covid case occur in a student, the 
school would follow the advice of health and 
education authorities, she said.

Questions sent to family about student vacci-
nation were to help ensure a safe environment, 
Nixon wrote. If families did not advise the 
school about their attendee’s vaccination status, 
the school would deem them unvaccinated. 
“The vaccination status helps the school make 
appropriate preparations for a safe physical 

environment and helps reduce anxiety and 
uncertainty,” she said. Compliance by all staff 
by January 1 is a government directive.

Belmont Intermediate School has also writ-
ten to parents asking for student vaccination in-
formation for those aged 12. To date, this is the 
youngest age eligible for Covid vaccinations, 
although a New Zealand roll-out to younger 
children is expected in due course.

Nixon said TGS students could get first or 
second vaccinations at school. Those aged 
under 16 would need parental permission.

In the weeks ahead, Nixon said TGS would 
work with students to help them complete port-
folios and internal and IB assessments, and to 
prepare for NCEA final examinations. 

Their attendance in person would also allow 
staff to better assess Unexpected Event Grades, 
although students were encouraged to take 
external examinations if they could. The better 

mark of the two assessments would apply.
Families with issues about returning could 

contact school deans. The school would 
endeavour to provide remote feedback and 
a revised schedule for learning from home, 
though attendance was encouraged. 

Nixon said delaying reopening until 1 
November gave certainty for students’ study 
routines and allowed time to gather vaccination 
data and for staff to have Covid tests.

As well as Year 11, 12 and 13 students now 
back on site, TGS has made provision for 
some Year 10 students who are sitting NCEA 
externals to attend on some days. 

Learning continues online for other junior 
classes. Special education students can return, 
by arrangement.

School sport for the rest of the year has been 
cancelled, as have other co-curricular events. 
The Year 9 camp had also been cancelled.

TGS reopens for seniors – and lays on jabs
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WILLIAM!SANDERS!VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport  
 
Call Sco! on 0800 555 104 or 
Dell on 0800 555 106

While our normal routines are 
interrupted, it can create time to 
think about the future.

Assisted living in one of our serviced 
apartments means you have more 
time to enjoy life; while chores such as 
cooking meals, window cleaning and 
housekeeping are taken care of. 

Community and friendship are some  
of the most valued aspects of village 
life. Our serviced apartment community 
within our village has been able to 
maintain great social connection 
by sharing meals and enjoying daily 
activities together, all within their  
own safe haven.

If living life to the fullest, with company 
when you feel like it, appeals to you call 
Sco! or Dell today for more details.

Apartment available now

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Join our community 
$600,000
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 5C Church Street

6 3 4 3
Auction (unless sold prior)
1.30pm, Thu 25 Nov 2021
28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna
Phone for viewing times
Linda Simmons027 459 0957
linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Architectural masterpiece | harbour views
Stunning, serene, sublime and nestled high up above Devonport’s waterfront King Edward Parade,
sits this astonishing residence on a 1292sqm site. Grand spaces, pure luxury and sensational
unobstructed harbour vistas unfold inside this breath-taking residence. The original 1930s
bungalow was transformed with a major architectural renovation in 2015 and now showcases a
captivating blend of classic and contemporary elements. Complementing the five-bedroom, three-
bathroom main home, there is also a self contained one-bedroom apartment with its own entrance.
Set back on the site, this home has a very open yet private outlook, with the entertaining deck, flat
lawn and native gardens bathed in sun. This is one of Devonport’s most spectacular homes.

bayleys.co.nz/1470491

bayleys.co.nz
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Devonport 16 Wynyard Street

3 2 3 1
Tender (unless sold prior)
Closing 4pm, Wed 17 Nov 2021
83 Victoria Road, Devonport
View by appointment
Linda Simmons 027 459 0957
linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Live and earn in the heart of Devonport
This original 1890’s Devonport villa has been transformed with an architectural renovation, creating
a boutique professional office at the front and a surprisingly spacious, luxury lock-up-and-leave
residence at the back, with high ceilings and thoughtfully-placed skylights illuminating the rooms
creating a sunny sanctuary. With the office area fully consented as a commercial space, there is also
the option to make an excellent income by renting it out, while you enjoy the very best in urban
living. This is a rare opportunity to live and earn in the very heart of the village. The current owner has
loved the location, efficiency and environment for building his business, which he started from
scratch and has now, with a staff of 6 outgrown, hence offering this unique opportunity for sale.

bayleys.co.nz/1470486

bayleys.co.nz
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Belmont 2/5 Eversleigh Road

3 1 1 3
Auction (unless sold prior)
1.30pm, Thu 18 Nov 2021
28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna
Viewby appointment
Victoria Mules021 679 349
Jemma Glancy021 246 5300
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Central, sunny and stylish
Just when you thought it was impossible to buy a stylish home in a great location and within your
budget - this is the property you have been waiting for. Get set to have summer in your dream
location and in a low maintenance sunny home so close to the beach, amenities, and excellent
schools. All the work has been done so that you can just move in and enjoy this lovely property.

Call today to book a viewing.

bayleys.co.nz/1470489

bayleys.co.nz
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 100 Calliope Road

4 3 2 2
Auction (unless sold prior)
1.30pm, Thu 18 Nov 2021
28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna
Phone for viewing times
Linda Simmons 027 459 0957
Helen Michell021 210 3228
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

The home that just keeps on giving
This deceptively large and beautifully renovated villa has the perfect proportions and layout to
grow with your family. From a charming traditional entrance, it unfolds to offer a generous two-level
floorplan, boasting four bedrooms, new designer kitchen, living/dining that flows out to a large
sunny north-facing deck with views over the treetops towards Rangitoto and Mount Victoria. All this
plus two more distinct living areas including a giant movie room. And add to this an expansive back
yard, with plenty of garden for the kids to play in, a big garage with workshop, a new shed for all your
toys and off-street parking for cars and boats. From those with little ones right through to teens, this
property offers so much more than you might imagine inside and out, it just keeps on giving.

bayleys.co.nz/1470488

bayleys.co.nz
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Halloween show goes on in Level 3 lockdown

Fewer children than usual were out and about 
in Devonport for Halloween under Covid 
restrictions, and most were with their parents.  

For those making the rounds, some locals 
offered contactless sweet pickups at their 
gates.

But a pumpkin trail through the Devonport 

shops attracted around 500 participants.
Once kids had sighted all 13 pumpkins in 

shop windows, the information caravan in 
the ferry terminal provided treats via a social-
ly-distanced pipe.

Devonport business improvement district 
manager Katherine Downs said: “We’ve had 

a nice steady stream of people through and all 
of them are very grateful for something to do. 
And very relieved that there is something to 
do for Halloween.”

 Parent Paula Parkes said it was great kids 
could get out of the house for an event. 

 “They’re just loving it.”

Halloween style… the Whittington’s of Bayswater – Simon and Alison with Clem (8) and Charlie (9) 

Dressed up… (from left) Eva Herring (6) of Devonport, and the 
Smith siblings from Hauraki, Aya (4), Mei (7) and Rio (4) 

Creep street… Outside a property 
in Ngataringa Rd 
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Halloween hero…. Renee 
Santana with  son Nathan (5) 
enjoy Halloween treats outside 
Hauraki Countdown

Spider ahoy… James Hilditch (5) 
and sister Amelie (2) 

Colourful characters… (from left) Leo Kim (6) and Alexander (3) and 
Nikolai Anchikhrov (6) came from Hauraki for the Devonport event

Gourd times… Paula Parkes with daughters Ava (2) and Lily (5) 
enjoyed the pumpkin hunt
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Ian Cunliffe

M 027 227 9322  

ian.cunliffe@harcourts.co.nz

Devonport 19A 

Old Lake Road

Located down a right of way in popular 

Narrow Neck, you will discover this sheltered 

oasis. Private, quiet and surrounded by a leafy 

organic garden sits a family friendly home.

Auction Sunday 21st November from 1.00pm 

Online  (unless sold prior) 

View By appointment

www.harcourts.co.nz/DP23668

4  B 2  C 2  D 1  I 2  K

Diana Murray

M 021 911 522  

diana.murray@harcourts.co.nz

Artists Seaside Hideaway

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008
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Other sports clubs consider Covid options
Ngataringa Tennis Club president Allister 
Irving said: “Our policy to date is to follow 
Tennis NZ and Tennis Northern guidelines 
for tennis clubs to operate under current Covid 
conditions. Currently this allows social play of 
up to two bubbles per court, and private and 
group coaching (with up to 10 bubbles per 
session). Our coaching team is all vaccinated, 
and we encourage our members to be as well. 
We are following all Covid safety procedures 
including closed club house, mandatory court 
bookings, contact tracing, hand-wash station, 
and social distancing.

“We are currently open for play and accept-
ing new members. As the new tennis season 
has only just started on 1 September, we are 
not sure how this year’s membership will be 
affected yet. Covid has prevented interclub 
competitions starting, but the courts are getting 
good use for social play and coaching.”

North Shore Cricket Club  chair Hayden 
Smith said: “We haven’t come up with a club 
policy on vaccinations yet (other than to en-
courage members to get vaxxed).  

 “It is something we are watching closely 
though and I was interested to hear that 
Belmont Racquets club had already moved 
on it. We expect the vax admission rules will 
need to be applied in our clubrooms in the 
same way they will in a bar/restaurant, but the 
question isn’t as straightforward for the playing 
of cricket outdoors.”     

 The Auckland Cricket Association’s  guid-
ing principle is to maximise playing opportu-
nities for all, whilst adhering to all government, 
Sport NZ, and NZ Cricket guidelines.  “NSCC 
intends to do whatever it can to ensure our 
members are able to (safely) play cricket as 
soon as possible. 

 “We have been planning for cricket at the 
various alert levels but obviously the situation 
is very fluid. The rules seem to change every 
time we get a handle on what they might mean 
for cricket.  At the moment, it is unclear exactly 
what sport is allowed at level 3.2 (ie stage 2) 
and level 3.3 (ie. stage 3).  Can we play cricket 
in outdoor groups of up to 25 or 50?  How 
would that be any different to 100-plus people 
sitting on Narrow Neck Beach on a Saturday 
afternoon? Anyway, we are waiting for, and 

will ultimately follow, government announce-
ments and the subsequent guidance we receive 
from Auckland Cricket.

 “Here’s hoping that we get sufficient clarity 
to enable the cricket season to start as soon as 
possible. The season has already been pushed 
back to 13 November at the earliest, so we are 
already losing playing days.  

“As a result, we will also feel a financial im-
pact, but our strong hope is that we maintain as 
many players/members as possible throughout 
this uncertain period.” 

 North Shore Rugby Club chairman Max 
Webb said: “This is a tricky situation particu-
larly for our summer sports clubs… all these 
sports bodies are wrestling with a policy at 
the moment. 

“While the issue is thankfully a little way 
down the road for rugby, the annual late-season 
sevens tournament has been postponed and 
our pre-season touch family tournament has 
been cancelled.”

“The North Harbour Union and their board 
– like our own committee – are right behind 
the drive to double-vax every eligible citizen.  

“Fingers-crossed future government policy 
will be  practical for clubs such as ours (largely 
administered by volunteers) to apply.

“For rugby the majority of the season 
was over when the lockdown was enforced, 
with only the tail end of the junior season to 
complete. So we haven’t as yet been greatly 
affected, not like 2020 when we lost most of 
our season and much of our income. We’ve lost 
the opportunity to utilise our wonderful hall for 
a couple of functions.”

Devonport Squash Club and Gym pres-
ident Laurie French said the club takes the 
safety of its members and visitors seriously. 
The committee continues to review the infor-
mation released so far by the government and 
awaits further guidance from Squash Auckland 
and Squash New Zealand to ensure alignment 
of policy. 

“As a volunteer-based club with no per-
manent staff at the club we also need to fully 
understand how any policy developed would 
be managed and implemented.

“The committee have yet to finalise any 
policy or to meet (virtually) but committee 

   From page 1

Evidence needs to be provided on 
request. 
Norman said the club had an obligation 
to protect the ongoing health and safety 
of its members and visitors. 
Society was based on rules and laws for 
the common good, he said. Norman has 
used the example of motorists all driving 
on the correct side of the road to explain 
Belmont’s stance. 
“We’ve had a huge amount of positive 
feedback from members,” he said.
“A small number have not been in 
complete agreement, but we have to look 
at the greater good,” he said. 
The club felt the policy should apply 
to both squash and tennis members 
so everyone was treated equally. A 
vaccination entry may be lodged on a 
club member’s profile.
People who have a legitimate medical 
reason to be exempt from a vaccination 
(authenticated by two registered medical 
practitioners) can apply to the committee 
in advance of gaining access to the club.

No vax no play 
at Belmont 

Racquets Club

members continue to monitor the situation.”
The club had been significantly impacted fi-

nancially with a number of squash activities can-
celled, including masters and senior interclub, 
junior programmes, club champs and junior 
tournaments. Additionally, community use of 
the facilities for gym workouts, pilates, physio, 
yoga, gym, dancing, and Brazilian jiu jitsu and 
judo has been halted. The club has been closed 
since 14 August and has no confirmed dates for 
reopening. It has received some financial assis-
tance from government resurgence funding but 
insufficient to cover ongoing costs, French said. 

Eight reserves across the Devonport peninsula 
will be assigned a te reo Maori name to go with 
their English versions. 

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
recently approved 19 locations to receive te 
reo names.

On the Devonport peninsula, this includes 
Balmain Reserve, Belmont Park, Hauraki Cor-
ner Reserve, Montgomery Reserve, Narrow 
Neck Beach, Northboro Reserve, Stanley Bay 
Beach and 413 Lake Rd. A further 11 locations 
across Takapuna, Forrest Hill, Sunnynook and 
Milford – where Milford Reserve and Milford 
Beach Reserve will be given one te reo name.

One site, which is yet to be determined, will 

also get full bilingual signage, an interactive 
panel explaining the background of the name, 
and a QR code to scan to hear pronunciation 
of the name. 

But other parks will not automatically have 
new signs as part of the change, a report to 
board members said. “With a view to spending 
Aucklanders’ money wisely, existing signs will 
be reskinned, unless the signage is damaged or 
worn and needs to be replaced.”

A hui will be held to determine which iwi 
names each site, with sites set to be allocated 
by December. Research is likely to take at least 
two months.

“We’re looking forward to something fabu-

lous coming out of this,” Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board chair Ruth Jackson said. “One of 
the things we heard during the development of 
our local board plan was a desire to hear more 
about the Maori history of the area, and this 
programme is an exciting step towards being 
able to achieve that.”

The initiative is part of the local board’s par-
ticipation in the naming component of Auck-
land Council’s Te Kete Rukuruku programme, 
a culture and identity programme that collects 
and tells Māori stories of Tāmaki Makaurau. 

It is a partnership between Auckland Coun-
cil, 15 local boards, and all 19 mana whenua 
groups that have interests across the region.

Iwi to decide on te reo names for Devonport reserves
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 4 Mays Street

5 3 3 2
Auction (unless sold prior)
1.30pm, Thu 25 Nov 2021
28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna
Viewby appointment
Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080
victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz
Charles Bidwell 022 491 0510
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Five bedrooms one back from the waterfront
Embracing a most sought after position just one of Devonport's most desirable streets this large
family home is a rare opportunity in the heart of the village. Renovated by the current owners the
ambience and heritage features are retained whilst providing all the requirement of their growing
family for nearly three decades. High stud and large windows for beautiful light with the ground
floor dedicated to formal and family living, and upstairs four bedrooms, the master has its own
lounge with harbour views. Fantastic indoor/outdoor flow, the delightful garden blends perfectly
with the home - shell paths, a mature fig tree for shade, plus a wonderful garden rumpus room,
perfect for children or teenagers. The village on your doorstep stroll to beaches, schools and ferry.

bayleys.co.nz/1451354

bayleys.co.nz
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Stanley Point 53a Stanley Point Road

4 2 3 3
Auction (unless sold prior)
1.30pm, Thu 25 Nov 2021
28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna
View by appointment
Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080
victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz
Charles Bidwell 022 491 0510
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Contemporary Architectural Masterpiece
This timeless, contemporary, clifftop masterpiece by architect Marshall Cook offers heart racing
views of Auckland Harbour and CBD. Easy-care, stylish landscaping brings the pulse of the CBD into
your life with the activity of the harbour and city lights yours to enjoy day and night. The stunning
design offers impressive proportions with open and expansive living connected to kitchen, dining,
and outdoors with superb light. Private from the street in a beautiful setting of mature trees, sea and
city views. An emphasis on lifestyle with a harmonious balance of formal and family living and indoor-
outdoor settings, perfect for entertaining. Separation between the children’s and master wing is
particularly suited to professional or older families. Unique, timeless and practical.

bayleys.co.nz/1451347

bayleys.co.nz
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Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

DELIVERING BETTER
ALTOGETHER

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480 | kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

“We loved working with Kathryn and the experience from start to finish has been 
great. Kathryn is a person of high integrity, goes the extra mile and puts relationship  
at the heart of what she is doing! We can highly recommend working with Kathryn  

and thank her for helping us achieve a really big milestone!”
- Rachel and Arron July 2021

Both sold during Covid Alert Level 3

SOLD SOLD

Belmont 1/31 Alamein Avenue Hauraki 73 Jutland Road
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PHONE 021 274 7447  |   sales@weathermasterak.co.nz  |  www.weathermasterak.co.nz

BLINDS  |  AWNINGS  |  SHUTTERS  |  UMBRELLAS

Interior and Exterior 
Window Solutions

SHOWROOM:  96 Hillside Rd,  Glenfield

Email: design@neo design.co.nz     

Beautiful kitchens. Made in New Zealand. Built to last

www.neodesign.co.nz

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY

design

If you’re planning a new kitchen, visit our website, and use our big selection of completed kitchen projects for inspiration and ideas. 
Whatever your taste - traditional, modern or minimal - we design, make and install beautiful kitchens right here in Auckland. With 
30 years in custom joinery, and our 10 year guarantee, you can be sure we’ll exceed your expectations.

“Call us for a free consultation”

 Phone 09 443 4461
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Barbara Cuthbert’s many acquaintances  
will have no expectations of her adopting a 
slower pace, despite her stepping down from  
her long-time role as a vigorous and vocal  
chair and spokeperson for Bike Auckland. 

Cuthbert isn’t the retiring sort – not when 
so many new challenges are to be found and 
new pathways to be forged. 

In the last decade, the colourful figure and 
her e-bike have been a very familiar local 
sight while operating on a far wider network. 

All over the city and beyond, Cuthbert has 
been a key advocate for promoting cycling 
in Auckland to where it is today. 

She has been a significant voice in favour 
of cycling projects around the city that 
have helped encourage swelling numbers 
of cyclists. 

Bike Auckland itself has been invigorated 
by a new generation of enthusiasts, helping 
Cuthbert make her decision to move on.

“The organisation is now brimming 
with all these very confident and capable 
much-younger people,” she says. “That’s 
been one good thing about Covid – the 
country’s young talent hasn’t been able to 
travel and instead, they’re here working for 
us. This gave me the chance to move on. It 
has been a very good era and I’ve ridden a 
great wave in cycling. I feel that I’m leaving 
at the best time.

“Of course, I’m still passionate about 
cycling and there’s plenty more work to be 
done, but there are just so many other things 
I want to be doing,” she says, in a voice that 
suggests limitless energy yet to be tapped.

 One of her favoured activities takes place 
on Thursdays, these days set aside for her 
two-year-old grandson Ollie. 

Every Thursday morning, Cuthbert and 
husband Mike Ashmore bike off to Ollie’s 
home in Northcote to bring him over for a 
full-on day with his grandparents in their 
beautiful sprawling Devonport garden – 
complete with a couple of chooks. “It’s 
fantastic. He loves it and we always have 
a great day.” 

For Ashmore and her, who have been 
partners in life and in their engineering 
and planning consultancy for around half a 
century, grandparenting is a newer adven-
ture, well away from their office. And it’s 
an adventure they wanted to make plenty of 
time for, she say.

Their journey together started when they 
were both students at Otago University, 
where Ashmore was studying engineering 
and Cuthbert was qualifying in urban plan-
ning. They were married at 20. They moved 
north to Devonport, started work in their 
respective fields and with a two-year-old 
child, began building the large house that’s 

still home and a home office on Kerr St. 
With initial input from a builder, they did 

most of the work on the house and property 
themselves. Right now they’re putting in 
another large vegetable patch.

The property combines two sites, spilling 
downhill with a garden developed through 
years of care and attention. Cuthbert says 
it’s a place among other favourites that 
feeds the soul. 

It also provides a steady supply of fruit 
and vegetables, as it was intended to do. 
Creating this haven was, she says, a huge 
project, in the early years of a lifetime of 
big projects in her working life.

Cuthbert’s planning background has 
involved her in many community and city 
projects.

She first decided to cut loose a little 
from her planning work in the home office 
when the couple’s two kids were grown up 
and gone. 

By then she’d fallen in love with cycling 
and all its possibilities after riding the Otago 
Central Rail Trail. 

“Like so many Aucklanders who go off 
and do those trails, I just absolutely loved 
it. I really discovered the pace and feeling 
of moving along on a bike.” 

But she could also see how trails like 
Otago’s were about much more than riding 

Cycling advocate saddles up for new adventures
Devonport’s Barbara Cuthbert is standing down as Bike Auckland chair,                          
but expects to stay committed to her causes. She talks to Helen Vause.

No freewheeling... grandparenting and other activities will keep Barbara Cuthbert busy
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a bike in the countryside. They could bring 
money and life and jobs to transform run-
down little communities. 

“And this really resonated with me,” 
says Cuthbert. “We get back to Auckland of 
course from those trips and suddenly we all 
started to want safe cycling options all over 
our own city,” Cuthbert recalls. 

“It’s happening in the cities more slowly 
than we’d like. But just this morning it came 
to me that surely creating safe cycleways in 
so many more of our beautiful provincial 
areas would open up so many benefits. We 
should be doing a lot more of that right 
now. Our little country towns have always 
attracted me.” 

Cuthbert says she’s been inspired to see 
the effect some of the newer trails are having 
in more remote corners of the country. 

 Fired up by cycling, Cuthbert decided 
it was the right time of life for her to take 
a change of course and roll up her sleeves 
for a new cause. She soon found a chance 
to get into cycling advocacy over a decade 
ago, and to add her formidable energy to 
the cause when she became chair of Bike 
Auckland. 

Cuthbert says she thought her planning 
skills would equip her well for realising 
the dreams of new cycleways for the city. 

But the job also called for wrangling 
government and city organisations, quelling 
opposition, chasing funding, getting heard 
and pushing through. 

The memories bring out hearty laughter, 
even though the organisation didn’t win 
all its battles – and the Auckland Harbour 
Bridge remains inaccessible to cyclists for 
now.

 Research says many more Aucklanders 
will get out on bikes if they have safe 
cycleways. 

But Covid has changed the focus from 
commuter pathways to the city to more 
local biking, due to families being more 
home-based. 

“Many more people are biking locally to 
get to the shops or to get their kids to parks 
and beaches.”

And the biking boom has moved well on 
from the lycra-clad lovelies in the middle-
class neighbourhoods. 

“There’s much more interest in the south 
and the west of the region these days. Otara 
is leading the way as one of the fastest-
growing cycling communities. In Mangere, 
people who work at the airport want to get 
there by bike. And in Owairaka there is a 

big number of immigrant families. They’re 
people from countries where bikes were 
their transport and they want to get around 
Auckland safely on their bikes. There’s also 
a big increase in people from these areas 
coming to learn about safe cycling.”

The city’s cycling world hasn’t heard the 
last of Cuthbert, she chuckles. 

But for now the long lockdown has given 
her the time to literally smell the roses, get 
into the garden and of course, mull over 
what’s next on the list.

Waiheke is next, at least in the short term, 
she says. 

Cuthbert and Ashmore have a house on 
the island where she says the surrounding 
bush ensures hearty bird song. 

The pair will be working together to 
protect and enhance the health of the valley, 
push out the pests and weeds and keep the 
birds coming. 

Just as soon as she can get over to the 
island again, Cuthbert will be off. “Mike 
has been rat baiting over there. And I want 
to be over there helping him. And I can’t 
wait to get my hands into the soil again and 
help the forest.”

Not that the planner won’t stop planning, 
and thinking about community and citywide 
projects while she grubs about in the quiet 
of the bush. 

The lack of a harbour crossing for cyclists 
still rankles. “Of course I’m upset about 
the harbour bridge. It’s been a long wait 
for everyone who wants to see this happen. 
And there’s still a lot to be done to make 
connections on the North Shore.” 

Cycling does so much to help build and 
connect communities, she says.

“I am going to have more time now to do 
more of the many things I want to do. But it 
doesn’t mean I will stop strategising about 
how we can live better, how we can have 
better water, a better environment, better 
ways to get around. Why would you not 
care about those things?”

“Of course, I’m still 
passionate about cycling 
and there’s plenty more 

work to be done, but there 
are just so many other 

things I want to be doing.”

Tax and advisory services 
for your business.

Contact us for a no-obligation chat  
about how we can help your business.
Contact Mark Spooner

Xero’s cloud-based software 
with automated bank feeds  
makes your accounting a breeze

www.insightaccounting.co.nzO!ce: (09) 486 6099 | Mobile:  (021) 221 2348 | mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
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I refer to the appalling decision by the De-
vonport Takapuna Local Board to carve off 
one building of the defunct bowling-club site 
on Devonport Domain, thereby throwing the 
cricket and rugby clubs’ plans into disarray.

At the meeting where Ruth Jackson used her 
casting vote to swing the decision, she justified 
her stance by citing “the longstanding relation-
ship the local board has with the museum”.

It is surprising that she needs to be reminded 
that the cricket club was operating 22 years 
before even the original Devonport Borough 
Council was established in 1886 – and the rugby 
club 13 years before – whereas the museum 
has only been in existence since 1997. Does 
she not think they deserve greater respect and 
consideration?

After all, her grandfather, Gainor Jackson, 
played a stalwart role in the cricket club nearly 
all his life. We could wonder what he would 
think of his granddaughter’s politics now?
Roger Brittenden

I have a couple of concerns on a few propos-
als in Devonport, Bayswater and Belmont.

Three-storey developments: I am all 
for proposals to house as many people as 
possible in Devonport and environs, but I 
wonder if the current proposals to allow 
high-density, three-storey developments 
without resource consent approval have 
been sufficiently thought through. 

 It is too easy for political gimmickry to be 
bulldozed through without common sense. 
Two-storey developments may be okay, but 
the extra storey may block sun and amenity 
to those unfortunate enough to live next door 
to the south of these developments. 

The current infrastructure, including 
roading, storm water and sewerage, was 
never designed for the proposed density of 
development and loading, and even with 
21st-century technology is  next to impossi-
ble to resolve.  It may be time to get realistic 
and put away the politics once and for all.

High-density housing at Bayswater Mari-
na: It is sad and disappointing to see the re-
cent multimillion-dollar, pro-development 
publicity machine in full swing. However, 
the simple facts remain unanswered, and 
even at this late stage demand an urgent 
judicial review to answer the following 
questions:

1. Why was the original crystal-clear 
reason for approving the Bayswater Ma-
rina reclamation (by the former Waitem-
ata Harbour Planning Authority), that it  
would only be used for boat storage and 
marine-related uses such as boat chandlery, 
changed by the Auckland Council, without 
any public participation or consultation, to 
aĺlow for multimillion-dollar, high-density 

apartments? It should never be forgotten 
this reclamation area was formerly public 
open space available for use by every Auck-
lander, being part of the Waitemata Harbour.  
It is simply not good enough to sweep this 
fundamental matter under the carpet.

2.  Why was the Bayswater Marina rec-
lamation preferentially allocated to Simon 
Herbert, a property developer, without an 
open, public auction proposal? 

3. Why was the marina reclamation sold 
for such a ludicrously low price?  It is 
claimed this was largely due to bureaucratic 
incompetence by central government offi-
cials and the passing of one of the valuers. 

On another coastal topic, is Ngati Whatua 
o Orakei giving consideration to gifting  or 
selling to the Department of Conservation 
or Auckland Council a large area of their 
coastal land at Oneoneroa/Belmont for a 
regional park similar to Bastion Point?

And on the former Devonport Bowling 
Club assets: The interested parties should sit 
around the table to work out a suitable solu-
tion acceptable to all the parties, without 
taking an adversarial approach involving 
high-cost lawyers.

Bruce Tubb 

Editor’s note: A Flagstaff investigation 
into the Bayswater reclamation sale pub-
lished in 2014 clearly stated the process 
by which the land was sold. Nothing 
illegal was uncovered. Many felt the sale 
was flawed, and government officials were 
roasted by the residents when they fronted at 
a public meeting on the issue at Bayswater 
School Hall.

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz

Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Scott Davison PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 09 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E scott.davison@harcourts.co.nz
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I think the “Jabbed” signage [distributed by 
the Flagstaff] is fantastic. Great that local 
businesses are on board. My wife bought a 
book from Paradox Books because they had 
the vaxxed sign on their door.

Well done.
John Clark

Jabbed campaign 
hits the spot 

What would 
cricketing grandad 
think of Jackson’s 

stand?

Put away the politics on intensification
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The proposed development at Bayswater 
Marina cannot and should not go ahead as 
it stands. 

Instead of taking this once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to achieve a balanced outcome 
for the area that will serve current and future 
generations of Aucklanders, the developer 
(BMHL) is choosing to maximise profits and 
ride roughshod over the provisions in Auck-
land’s Unitary Plan (AUP). 

The AUP clearly states the primary pur-
pose of the area is of a marina providing 
marine-related services and recreational open 
space – not a residential development with 
marina-related facilities, for the most part, 
removed and thrown over the fence onto 
Auckland Transport land with public trans-
port, coastal access and open public spaces for 
recreation severely compromised. Residential 
development is a discretionary activity only.

Currently, our Covid-19 dominated world 
requires social distancing and more people are 
permanently now working from home. Who 
knows what the future holds in this regard, but 
if this development goes ahead as proposed, 
the pocket parks and so-called open public 
space will simply not be fit for purpose. 

As the saying goes the devil is in the detail 
– and the sales-pitch information that has 
been released misses the detail. The proposed 
pocket parks will most likely be heavily used 
by the 350 residents of this development – so 
will be at capacity before taking into account 
anyone else in the community visiting. The 
tidal steps planned to go next to the southern 
pocket park are sheer madness given the 
nearby presence of the refuelling pier, the ferry 
terminal, and the busy boat ramp. This is even 
before acknowledging the strong tidal flows 
in and out of Shoal Bay. 

Boat trailer parking spaces may increase 
from 15 to 20 – but these will all be parallel 
parks and based on a boat size of 4.5-5m 
only. If your boat is any larger you’re out of 
luck. Public and visitor carparks will be free 
– but there are only 32 of them, not enough 
for all the current and future ferry-users who 
park there or visitors to the so-called vibrant 
destination BMHL is marketing to us. BMHL 
is building the roads, services, parks and 
apartment buildings in the area, but all other 
terraced housing will be built by up to 94 
independent developers following a design 
guide controlled by BMHL that will likely end 

up being “open to interpretation”. 
Who knows what it will look like in the end, 

but it will certainly not look like the mislead-
ing and illusionary images released by BMHL, 
that already appear out of character with the 
surrounding maritime and coastal environ-
ment. And having a private body corporate 
controlling access to the public boat ramp, the 
roads (including gates) and land in and around 
the area is only going to be fraught with future 
issues and messy outcomes.

By my count, there are more than 10 key 
community and marina-related stakeholder 
groups (eg, Takapuna Grammer Rowing 
Club, the boating and fishing communities, 
the berth-holder community, the marine-busi-
ness community, marine-sports community, 
Auckland Council and Auckland Transport, 
public-transport users, residents of Bayswater, 
and even BMHL itself) who are unable to 
meet for an open public discussion about the 
proposed development. 

A meeting held several years ago about 
BMHL’s previously-floated development 
idea (albeit not a resource-consent applica-
tion itself) was attended by more than 200 
people and saw heated discussion. As an 
actual resource-consent application has now 
been lodged and notified (so we are no longer 
looking at concept plans), it would not be unre-
alistic in any way to expect that an open public 
meeting could draw 1000 or more people. 

There are  more than 1000 pages to the 
application documentation, and multiple and 
serious issues for the community to urgently 
and collectively get our heads around. Despite 
repeated requests to the council’s Principal 
Project Lead in the Premium Resource Con-
senting team, all councillors and even our 
Mayor, I am yet to receive a full hard copy of 
the documentation council stated would be 
made available on request. 

As of the date of writing, even our Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board members have 
yet to receive a full hard copy of the appli-
cation documents. Both my time and theirs 
for reviewing these documents and making 
an informed submission is fast running out.

That this development has been notified 
during Alert Level 3 lockdown conditions is 
simply insulting to all of us. 

The communities’ inability to properly 
engage in this consultation process flies in the 
face of public statements made by councillor 

Chris Darby that BMHL has shown a strong 
willingness to ascertain what locals thought 
and that they genuinely want community 
engagement. If this is true, why does BMHL, 
or anyone else from council for example, not 
simply engage directly with the community to 
understand our views using the communica-
tion tools we’ve all grown to heavily rely on 
as a result of lockdown? A Zoom call, a hosted 
webinar, or even a live chat are logical vehicles 
that would go some way in allowing commu-
nity engagement given the current alert level. 

If BMHL was truly genuine in its intent to 
engage all community stakeholders it would 
simply have not submitted this application 
now at all. Instead, we are faced with the 
harsh reality that Auckland Council will say 
its hands are tied because it must follow the 
provisions of the Resource Management Act 
and its strict provisions around timelines for 
public consultation once an application has 
been lodged. 

Have councillors Darby and Hills had the 
gumption to contact Simon Watts, our local 
MP, and press the government to use its 
wide-ranging Covid-19 response powers to 
prevent the public from being conveniently 
steamrolled by the RMA that was never 
legislated with a pandemic situation in mind? 

These are not normal times. Common sense 
needs to be given an opportunity to prevail. 
Substandard planning shouldn’t be followed 
by more substandard planning. 

Everybody who has even the smallest con-
cern about the Bayswater Marina development 
must make a submission to council, state their 
objection and request to speak at the hearing, 
which I understand may be scheduled for 
around February 2022. 

We need to make sure the hearing com-
missioners honour the provisions of the 
AUP Bayswater Marina Precinct and take 
into account important national policies 
such as the Marine and Coastal Area Act, 
which has specific provisions around the 
subdivision of land in coastal areas. Doing 
nothing or leaving it to others are not valid 
options. Without public action, the hard-
fought-for protections in the AUP to ensure 
the marina’s primary purpose of being 
a marina, a strategic transport node, and 
recreational open space for all Aucklanders 
will be lost forever.        
Jodi Letica

The Flagstaff (22 October) has given some 
coverage to the development of Bayswater 
Marina. As a Bayswater resident, I am con-
cerned that the Bayswater Community Com-
mittee is speaking on the behalf of residents 
who largely seem to have not been consulted. 

BCC has produced a mail-drop to residents 
which states “Harbour views GONE” Where 
have they gone? “Marine facilities GONE.” 
Where have they gone? 

I am aware that the boat ramp will remain 

and that there will be provision for a marine 
retail outlet in the development’s plans. Such 
glib statements do nothing to produce positive 
and helpful ideas. 

Yes, there are some problems which need 
attention. For example: the boat ramp pull-out 
area, the parallel parking of boats and trailers, 
public vs. berth-holders’ parking. 

These can surely be resolved with discus-
sion by relevant parties. This development 
must be done in conjunction with Auckland 

Transport to develop the ferry building and 
service and public parking.

While BCC is highly critical of the plans, it 
does not produce any positive suggestions to 
put to the developers. The sale of residential 
space is essential to finance the public areas. 
We are dealing with private land. Would 
members of the committee be willing to give 
up their land for public use, and pay for its 
development?
Philippa Lowe

Marina-land scheme rides roughshod over Unitary Plan    

Glib statements on marina don’t equal good ideas 
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Lawmakers and bureaucrats in Wellington 
often come a cropper when their brilliant 
broad-brush solutions to complex problems 
play out in the real world. 

Businessman Simon Herbert’s purchase of 
the Bayswater Marina reclamation came from 
a plan hatched in the capital to get rid of land 
DoC didn’t really want to manage. 

Likewise, some will remember the tub 
thumping over the move to legalise prostitu-
tion – a history-making piece of law. The next 
day, strip-joint and massage-parlour owner 
Brian Le Gros called up Work and Income 
asking them to put some unemployed women 
in touch as he had vacancies. Prostitution was 
now a legitimate job. The legal boffins were 
sent scurrying for their amendments book. It 
hadn’t been fully thought through. 

Likewise the Labour/National move to get 
rid of Auckland’s single-house zone and in-
troduce a medium-density catch-all across the 
city, with three three-storey dwellings allowed, 
is likely to have unintended consequences. 

Under the new rules, residential homes 
are allowed to be 11m high and take up 50 
per cent of a site. Auckland Council has ef-
fectively been clobbered by the government, 
with its imperfect Auckland Unitary Plan now 
seeming by comparison with the government 
moves as a master document of compromise 
and good sense.

Council’s planning department is scram-
bling to identify which homes in Devonport 
and other city suburbs warrant protections 
under its special-character overlay. Some 
streets will be vulnerable to development, as 

will individual homes. 
Around 2500 sites South of the Waitemata 

Golf Club are in the single-house zone. All are 
now potentially open to development. I can’t 
see more than 1000 of them getting some sort 
of heritage protection. 

One of the unintended consequences will 
centre on the “protected” heritage stock. 
Architects and consultant planners will no 
doubt have a field day cramming as much 
as they can on each site – extra dwellings 
and extensions up to 11 m high – apparently 
without any recourse for neighbours or the 
overall community. It seems the mega-blowout 
renovations will roll on. 

Many – Auckland councillors, officials, 
local-board members and residents alike – will 
be left wondering what the point was of for-
mulating the Unitary Plan if it can be stomped 
on by Wellington.

As former cabinet minister Richard Prebble 
said in a column last week, the bi-party deal 
will destroy neighbourhoods. “Your neighbour 
can knock down his villa and erect three East 
German-like three-storey tower blocks,” he 
said.  “It is the end of our garden suburbs.”

It seems like a desperate vote grab by Na-
tional for the non-property-owning younger 
urbanites. 

It will not be well received on parts of the 
North Shore – and some National Party support 
will likely swing to the Act Party as a result.

The lack of consultation with Devonport 
residents – some of whose families have 
lived in the suburb for generations – on major 
issues affecting their community is insulting. 
In recent decades, the three decisions which 
have had the most effect on the peninsula 
have been made by government edict: the 
transfer of Navy Housing and a large block of 
defence land on Vauxhall Rd to Ngati Whatua 
in a treaty settlement; the sale of the 3.7ha 
reclamation at Bayswater and now the end of 
the single-house zone. 

Peninsula homeowners north of the golf 
course are also hugely impacted by the new 
government drive for density.  Much of Narrow 
Neck, Bayswater and Hauraki is currently in 
the Mixed Housing Suburban Zone, which 
allows for one to two homes per site up to 
two storeys.  

It beggars belief that a shift to having three  
three-storey homes without resource consent 
on these sites, and up to 50 per cent site 
coverage, has been pushed through without 
any consideration of traffic impacts. The 
intensification that is about to take place on 
the peninsula makes the $48-million upgrade 
of Lake Rd instantly out of date. A 100-year 
vision is needed for Lake Rd, not a plan that 
should have been completed 15 years ago.

A thumbs-up to Takapuna Grammar School 
principal Mary Nixon as the first high-school 
leader in New Zealand  to take make an 
independent decision about when senior stu-
dents should return to classroms, to allow for 
pre-arranged onlin mock exams to proceed. 
Her stance was eminently sensible, and an 
extra step towards keeping our community 
safer while the Covid-vaccination rate inches 
upward.

Another bouquet to my tennis club, Belmont 
Racquets: On 24 October it emailed members 
to advise of a unanimous committee decision 
that from 1 November everyone who visits 
the clubs tennis courts, squash courts and 
clubhouse will need to be vaccinated. “The 
committee has an obligation to consider the 
ongoing health and safety of our members and 
visitors,” the email said.  It was one of the first 
clubs on the peninsula to take the step, and I 
imagine others will follow suit, especially as 
the government’s no-vaccine, no-access-to-fa-
cilities policy hardens. As far as Covid goes, 
the safety of the majority outstrips the rights 
of a few.

By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

Hear well, 
Stay well, 
North Shore
Your hearing is important. Phone 
consultations & remote adjustments, 
non contact options for urgent repairs 
& essential hearing aid supplies are 
available. Contact us for more information.

love your hearing

Proudly 100% Kiwi owned and operated

Call 09 475 9849
215 Wairau Road, Glenfield, Auckland
teresa@teresaburnshearing.co.nz

100% 
Local
Proudly part 
of your local

 bubble
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
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Debates on council heritage protection rules 
for Devonport were to the fore at  Devonport 
Community Board (DCB) and North Shore 
City Council (NSCC) meetings 20 years 
ago, when demolition by renovation was 
becoming increasingly common. 

In 2001, the Flagstaff questioned board 
members and councillors on heritage, draw-
ing these responses:

Should greater protection be given to 
residential heritage buildings? 

Roger Brittenden, DCB: “Yes protecting 
the heritage of Devonport is vitally important 
and all encouragement should be made.”

Mike Cohen, DCB: “Yes to ensure they 
are not purposely destroyed. If they are they 
should not be able to develop the land for 
10 years.”

John Duder, DCB: “No, I think we have 
got reasonable policies in place.”

John McHugh, DCB: “We have already 
got a strong voice watching in Devonport. 
Things are pretty adequate.”

Joel Cayford, NSCC: “Yes, otherwise we 
run the risk of changing Devonport from the 
character seaside village that it is.”

Dianne Hale, NSCC: “Yes, that is what 
Devonport really is. Its heritage and buildings 
are a very important part of the Devonport 
suburb and village life.”

Andrew Eaglen, NSCC: “Yes. Our pres-
ent controls are often ineffective and we 
sometimes inconvenience the majority with 
compliance costs without real protection for 
serious heritage issues.”

Andrew Williams, NSCC: “Yes because 

we have so little heritage in New Zealand 
we have to preserve as much as we can.”

Asked what issue is the most important 
for Devonport in the next three years, Co-
hen said heritage, “and the ambience of the 
community”.

Brittenden, McHugh and Duder said 
stormwater, sewerage, transport and traffic; 
Cayford said public transport; Eaglen said 
the management of growth, particularly 
infill housing. (He proposed a ban on infill 
housing but more thought on apartments in 
town centres); Hale said Navy housing and 
the implications selling off the Navy proper-
ties could have; Williams said, “Sorting out 
the sewerage system and controlling infill 
housing so it doesn’t impact negatively on 
Devonport’s heritage.”

Heritage rated highly by politicians... 20 years ago 

Debate on density is “not an option” when it 
comes to applying intensification directives, 
local representatives have been told in a hous-
ing briefing by Auckland Council officials.

Moves by the government – backed by the 
National Party in a surprise joint announcement 
last month – have focused on instructing larger 
city councils to permit three-storey, three-unit 
suburban developments as of right and without 
the need for on-site parking.

But other significant impacts of proposed 
legislation and how many changes this will 
force to the Auckland Unitary Plan are still 
being worked through, Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board members were told last week.

“It’s a lot to take in,” said board member 
Toni van Tonder. Member George Wood said: 
“People were told the Unitary Plan (UP) was 
going to be the Bible for the future, now it’s 
very uncertain.”   

Locally, the Resource Management (En-
abling Housing Supply and Other Matters) 
Amendment Bill’s intent seems set to override 
the coveted single-house zone in Devonport and 
along the coastal strip from Clifton Rd up to 
Castor Bay. The new city-wide, medium-den-
sity standards will hold sway generally over the 
UP’s existing residential zones.

Controls on building height to boundary 
distance, external space and design expecta-
tions have also been undercut by the bill.  It 
is expected to pass through Parliament by the 
end of the year.

“The developers will be rubbing their 
hands,” said board member Jan O’Connor. 
Labour and National had not thought through 
the implications, she said. “It’s overriding the 
Unitary Plan which [already] allows intensi-
fication.”

Wood said residents would feel pressure to 
sell if developers came knocking, fearing they 
may end up sandwiched between tall buildings. 
“For other people who aren’t in a position to 
sell, it leaves them in a very difficult position.”

Board chair Ruth Jackson said she feared the 
Bondi-fication of the coastal strip. Wood asked 
if single homes might be replaced by six-storey 

blocks near the beach if the single-house zone 
was lost, particularly if they sat within Takapu-
na’s 800m walkable catchment, which already 
allows for greater building heights.

Officials could not reassure them otherwise.
Peter Vari, team leader in the council’s Plans 

and Places Department, responsible for the 
local area, flagged that not just the metropolitan 
centre, but the neighbourhood, local and town 
centres and surrounds would have to be consid-
ered, based on their level of commercial activity 
and community services. “We must provide for 
height and intensity commensurate with these 
areas – it’s a bit of a change on what council 
intended to do.”

The council was required to determine what 
each centre could accommodate. This was 
even in areas where special-character overlays 
applied. “If very high quality our proposition is 
not to intensify to the same extent.”

Debate on density was not an option, Vari 
said. But if qualifying matters could be justified 
some specific locations of high importance 
would be set apart. This could cover environ-
mental, heritage, open space and other factors.

Van Tonder asked about design, especially 
tall buildings on small sites.

Ross Moffatt, leader in the Urban Devel-
opment process, said the council did not want 
poor design outcomes, but this aim had been 
“tempered somewhat” by government direc-
tions. “We’re not allowed to make anything 
less permissive than those medium-density 
standards.”

Vari said because three-storey builds were to 
be a permitted activity “no consent is required, 
so not much we can do”. With taller buildings, 
which would still go through the planning 
process, work was being done on whether more 
design controls were needed.  

He noted the council had no right of appeal 
against decisions made by an independent 
hearings panel. “The minister is the final de-
cisionmaker.”

Jackson said she did not envy officials the 
amount of work they now had to do. A map 
for members to see all the local overlays that 

could be applied would be useful, she said. 
She mentioned the Significant Ecological 
Area at Shoal Bay and member Trish Deans 
raised the protection of Devonport’s heritage 
and its overlay.

Deans was concerned about “pepper pot-
ting”, where if a few existing properties 
deemed not up to scratch were removed from 
the overlay (and later developed) it would be to 
the detriment of the character of the streetscape 
or historic neighbourhood.

Moffatt said: “The clear intention is not to 
pepper pot, as much as possible.” Coherence 
would be aimed for. “The devil is in the detail.”

Deans replied: “We need to send some clear 
messages to residents – it’s not clear.”

She also asked about earlier Planning 
Committee indications that buildings might 
be added to the historic schedule. Moffatt said 
any opportunity for this would be some way 
off, after intensification changes.

The officials’ briefing was originally meant 
as an update on council progress in implement-
ing the National Policy Statement – Urban De-
velopment issued in late 2020. Work includes 
a reassessment of the scope of the Devonport 
overlay and defining walking catchments for 
Takapuna and the Northern Busways stops for 
inclusion in the UP.

But the bill has added layers of complexity 
to the work which must be fitted into the same 
tight timelines of coming up with a draft 
response by February, before further council 
workshopping and public engagement.   

Deans asked if the board could make a 
submission on the bill. She was told the board 
was limited to offering its feedback to the 
council, with the governing body being the 
one to submit.

In winding up the session, Jackson thanked 
the officials, saying, “I feel for you guys having 
to implement it.”

Stating she was offering a personal view 
rather than speaking as chair, Jackson con-
cluded: “It’s outrageous that the government is 
stepping in and taking over local-government 
things like this.”

No room for argument on density – officials
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Some heritage properties south of the Wait-
emata Golf Course will be protected under 
Auckland Council’s special-character provi-
sions, but it is unclear how many, and what 
level of safeguards they will be afforded.

The government, backed by the National 
Party, has announced a bill which introduces 
a medium-density zone across Auckland, 
allowing  three, three-storey houses per site 
without resource consents. Height limits of 
11 metres and a 50 per cent site coverage 
will apply.

Some sites will qualify for protection or 
less development due to mitigating factors 
such as heritage, natural hazards or the 
protection of open space.  

North Shore councillor Chris Darby 

says Auckland Council officials have been 
assured by the government that Special 
Character Area provisions will still have 
weight.

 Council is  proceeding with assessments 
to identify the “high-value areas that we 
intend to confirm as part of the SCA,” said 
Darby.

“The properties and areas that don’t 
qualify will be subject to ‘three-storey, 
three dwellings per site, no resource consent 
required’. 

“This is a major change. Neither are 
we able to put in place design provisions 
that make development less permissive,” 
Darby said.

The government had made clear that just 

because a site may have heritage protections 
does not mean it cannot be developed. 

Councils “can reduce the amount of 
development allowed so the feature is 
managed appropriately,” the government 
said in a statement announcing the medi-
um-density zone. 

So far, Auckland Council’s assessments 
have concentrated on properties on the city 
side of the harbour bridge. It is expected 
surveys of Devonport properties will start 
early in 2022. 

Evaluations are done from the street, with 
no interaction with owners, which has been 
criticised  by some Devonport residents as 
too superficial due to personal and family 
histories being excluded.

The government’s surprise announcement 
to allow for increased residential density in 
Auckland will have a devastating impact on 
the city, including Devonport.

The government has directed councils to 
enable three houses of three storeys high 
to be built as of right throughout the city.

That means developers won’t have to get 
resource consent or follow design rules that 
are presently the norm.

It will give a green light for developers to 
build cheap, badly designed buildings that 
meet the bare minimum of urban design 
and amenity provisions. This will result in 
dwellings that are miserable to live in and 
miserable to look at.

It is an attack on the single-house zone, 
urban design, heritage, green suburbs and 
local democracy. It is the action of central 
government parties that are blaming the 
housing crisis on local councils and plan-
ners while they ignore the real problems.

And it will not solve the housing crisis.
Yet the bill is being rushed through 

Parliament and will come into force by 16 
December.

New Housing Density Rules
If Auckland Council agrees to carry out 

the government’s directive it will mean 
houses can be built up to 11 to 12 metres 
high only one metre from the side and rear 
boundaries.

It also means three-storey extensions can 
be made to existing houses.

From August next year!
There will be no urban-design require-

ments and outdoor living and privacy areas 
will be substantially shrunk. The city will 
see the rise of brutal, ugly apartments, 
cheap, unliveable places that will be  

slums of the future.
Impact on Devonport

We believe if three-storey developments 
are allowed everywhere it will mean the 
eventual destruction of our historic areas 
like Devonport. Old villas, small cottages 
and bungalows will be squeezed beside 
11-metre, concrete-block housing develop-
ments and the continuity and coherence of 
these historic areas will be lost.

Special-character areas are about quan-
tity and homogeneity, the repetitive street-
scapes of old wooden houses that wind up 
and around hills and down valleys.

To have them interrupted by out-of-
scale, concrete and steel structures will 
be the death knell of the historic fabric of 
this city.

Auckland Council can decide to make 
exemptions for Special Character areas 
like Devonport but will councillors do so?

Message to Auckland Council
The onus is now on Auckland councillors 

to stand up for the future of Auckland. It 
should fight this autocratic edict and defend 
local democracy.
• Council should tell the government that 

the whole city deserves quality dwellings 
that will enhance Auckland.

• It should demand that urban design re-
quirements are included in any density 
changes to create liveable housing.

• It must insist that special-character areas 
are excluded from the three storey/three 
home proposal to ensure our historic 
areas are protected for future generations 
to enjoy.

• It needs to remind government that 
Auckland already has 30 years of housing 
growth built into its planning system (the 

Unitary Plan) that provides for 900,000 
more dwellings in the city.

• It must urge government to address the 
real cause of the housing crisis – building 
material costs and supply problems and 
lack of supporting infrastructure.

What You Can Do
• Email the Auckland mayor, councillors 

and local-board members asking them to 
fight back against the government’s latest 
threat to the future of Auckland.

• Urge them to defend the city and spe-
cial-character areas against low-quality 
density housing that will turn Auckland 
into an unliveable and ugly city.

• Remind councillors they were elected 
to safeguard Auckland, to govern for 
the present and the future and that 
Auckland’s long-term identity depends 
on them.

• Email Housing Minister Megan Woods 
and Opposition leader Judith Collins 
asking them to pause the Enabling 
Housing Supply Bill and engage fully 
on this matter.

Auckland under Attack
By Margot McRae, Devonport Heritage chair

Homeowners in limbo: 
Heritage protections unclear

Density Debate
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A!er a 10-year hiatus, catering chef and 
foodie, Neil Howland recently returned 
to Devonport to pursue his passion for 
creative cuisine by purchasing Twisted To-
mato with co-owner Mani Saljoughi and 
rebranding it  to “11:11 Cafe & Bar – Make 
A Wish”.

“I really love Devonport’s village style and 
community feel,” says Howland who lived in 
Devonport for 10 years from 2000.

!e former New World Deli manager le" 
Devonport to pursue a career with Food-
stu#s, working in various supermarkets and 
providing executive catering for high-pro$le 
events hosted by the likes of Air New Zea-
land. 

During his time at the Devonport super-
market, he won a national ham-glazing com-
petition, which led to relationships that con-
tinue today.

“I had a real following in Devonport thanks 
to working at New World and a"er winning 
the ham-glazing competition I became fa-
mous for my honey-glazed ham,” he says. 
“I’m still sending ham all over New Zealand 
via courier every Christmas to my old Devon-
port customers who have moved away.” 

Howland credits a lot of his success over 
the years to the mentorship of Devonport 
New World owner John Ashton.% “I worked 
for John at the New World in Matamata a"er 
school as a part-timer. He took me under his 
wing and trained me up, which gave me the 
con$dence to be creative with the menus and 
presentation of the food.

Howland says he’s always had a &air for 
food. In some of the Foodstu#s stores his 
dedication to presentation – creating &owers 
fashioned out of tomatoes, for example – was 
sometimes questioned. But for Howland the 
proof of success was always in the sales num-
bers.%

“I used to make relatively exotic things like 
macaroni and cheese pies, beef lasagnes and 
stu#ed sausages for Pak’nSave.%!e store own-
ers are always a bit doubtful until the sales 
numbers come in. My stu#ed potatoes are a 
huge best seller – and I’ve brought them with 
me to Devonport.”

Opening the cafe in 2021 has had its clear 

challenges over the Covid-lockdown period, 
but Howland says so far he’s had great com-
munity support and appreciation for the food 
on o#er.

“We serve Kiwi-style cafe food like sweet-
corn fritters, stu#ed potatoes, asparagus rolls 
and scones,” he says.

Howland’s optimistic about the cafe, hav-
ing recently remodelled the outside-seating 
area ready for summer. But he’s also got an 
ace up his sleeve: catering.

“I’ve got agreements with several promi-
nent companies and government o'ces to 
provide catering services,” he says.

!e Flagsta# has already ordered its 
Christmas honey-baked ham, and Howland 
says that he can cater for any size of function 
in Devonport or the city, including company 
events, birthday parties or sporting club oc-
casions.

Asked how he came up with the name 
11:11 Cafe & Bar – Make A Wish, Howland 
says that 11 is a lucky number so when you 
see it you should make a wish.

Local fans of Howland’s Kiwi-style cafe 
treats don’t need to do any more wishing, 
however. !ey got lucky the day he decided to 
bring his talents back to Devonport.

Devonport’s newest cafe brings 
Kiwi-style food to the village

Everything baked fresh daily! | Open 7 days! – 7.30am to 4.00pm
Phone 09 218 8676 | 41 Victoria Road, Devonport

“Bringing s!ething new 
and "citing to Dev#p$t.”

ADVERTISEMENT
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
•  Devonport farewells Sir Peter Blake, 

one of its favourite sons. The skills he 
learnt sailing with his mates on Shoal 
Bay were carried around the globe as he 
went on to become one of the world’s 
best-known yachtsmen. Local waters 
were Blake’s playground and it was at 
another Devonport location – the Masonic 
Tavern – where in 1975 he helped found a 
two-handed yacht race round the North 
Island. Blake, who led two successful  
America’s Cup campaigns, was shot and 
killed aged 53 by bandits while on the 
Seamaster boat in the Amazon.

•  Golfers are banned from practising in 
local reserves.

•  Devonport lawyer Rhys Harrison QC is 
sworn in as a High Court judge. 

•  Mike Snow-Hansen (13) beats 92 rivals 

to win the North Island Optimist Champs, 
while Garth Ellingham (14) wins the North 
Harbour Tanner Cup P-Class trials. 

• Devonport Wharf owners get consent to 
rebuild the shopping complex, but give 
no guarantee the project will actually go 
ahead.
•   North Shore United is one of 10 teams 

selected to take part in the national 
football league in 2002. Competing in the 
league carries a cost of around $100,000. 

•  Local community groups are invited 
to take away buildings from Tamaki 
Reserve at a cost of $13,000. Around 20  
buildings from the 1950s are up for grabs 
as the reserve is cleared of defence force 
structures. 

•  Babcock’s application to install a floating 
dry dock at Calliope Basin is rejected. 

The proposal was to build a 100m-long 
30m-high and 30m-wide structure. 

•  North Shore City councillor Wyn Hoadley 
refuses to take part in a Flagstaff How 
Green Are Our Local Body Politicians 
survey. 

•   The North Shore Cricket Club pavilion is 
named for Ces Dacre, one of Devonport’s 
greatest sportsmen, who played both 
cricket and football for New Zealand

•  Vauxhall School’s chess team of James 
Danaher, Max Thomson, William Clouston 
and Scott Thomas wins the New Zealand 
Primary School chess title. Earlier, they 
won the North Shore, Auckland and North 
Island titles. 

•  Stanley Bay School’s James Doyle, aged 
10, wins the Auckland pentathlon champs 
in his age group.

Community volunteers, businesses and 
service groups are helping pave the way to 
more secure futures for families who have 
recently moved into transitional accommo-
dation on Lake Rd.

Working with De Paul House, which man-
ages the state-housing block for Kainga Ora, 
they have helped furnish and equip its 11 units. 

Families have welcomed the opportunity 
to move into the warm, sunny and secure 
accommodation. De Paul House community 
and volunteer liaison  Lesley Farmer said when 
one mother and her two young girls saw their 
new home, one of the girls excitedly exclaimed 
that it had a heater, suggesting how basic her 
previous accommodation had been.

A disability unit is among the cosy two-bed-
room dwellings which were filled last week. 
The three-storey block, north of Old Lake 
Rd, was completed in August, but lockdown  
delayed the fit-out and occupancy.

Rotary members were involved in readying 
the units. Their response and that of other sup-
porters of De Paul House was heart-warming, 
said the not-for-profit group’s general manager, 
Jan Rutledge. Even during the challenge of 
lockdown, individuals, organisations and 
businesses had asked if they could help. “We 
want to acknowledge how amazingly generous 
our local community has been.”

De Paul House, although based in Northcote, 
draws volunteers from the peninsula, including 
students from Takapuna Grammar School 
(TGS). It helps families not just into accom-
modation, but with food, a play group and 
educational courses. Social workers are part of 
the support. It aims to better equip families for 
when they move into stable accommodation.

Recent donations to the group have included 
several boxes of groceries from residents at 
Ryman’s William Sanders Retirement Village. 
Parishioners at St Francis de Sales and All Souls 
Catholic Church also gathered goods. 

The Warehouse  was among businesses that 

had given unsold new clothes and footwear and 
household goods.

Need in the community was very real, said 
Farmer. An issue in helping North Shore fam-
ilies was the relatively few social houses in the 
area and the high cost of rents. This could mean 
more upheavals if transitioning families had to 
move out of area to find something cheaper. 
This was disruptive to children’s education and 
for those with local family ties.

De Paul House has a three-year contract to 

run the Lake Rd transitional block.
Families would typically stay for three 

or more months, said Farmer, with De Paul 
House helping them in the step away from the 
emergency situations they came from to more 
permanent arrangements.

Farmer said the roster of volunteers were 
eager to resume regular help once alert levels 
allowed. “Our volunteers are really commit-
ted.” More were always welcome, she said.
For more information see depaulhouse.org.nz.

Volunteers help ready homes for families in need

Lending a hand... TGS students Amy Lee (left) and Aira Li helped 
organise donated items as volunteer helpers for De Paul House
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Simon Watts MP: one year in the job
Life as a lockdown MP is treating Simon 
Watts well. Just over a year since being 
elected as the National Party representative 
for North Shore, he hasn’t spent anywhere 
as much time in Parliament as expected.

“The benefit is I’m in my local community.” 
This he says has put him on the spot at a time 
of challenging circumstances, when the local 
MP’s role as an advocate has been amplified.

“I haven’t been isolated from the impact of 
the lockdown and the community, as I might 
have been in a bubble in Wellington,” he says.

Instead, Watts has been enjoying his Belmont 
neighbourhood with wife Shannon and their 
two young sons – in between work Zooms calls 
and preparing policy pitches

“When I want to clear my head I run at low 
tide around the rocks between Cheltenham and 
Narrow Neck.” 

If the kids have anything to do with it, it’s the 
beach or a bike ride. “Generally down to the 
Cheltenham Milk Bar, for cookies-and-cream 
ice creams.”

Although Watts has had busy jobs before – in 
finance and health administration – one concern 
about entering Parliament was how the life 
would fit with family. 

But lockdown has allowed an easier intro-
duction, free of the stress of travel and time 
away. “With elements of my job, I feel like I‘m 
more productive,” he says. “We do it all online, 
like everyone else is having to. Parliament has 
had to adapt.”

Being a glass half-full personality he says 
“the year like no other” has provided opportuni-
ties that sitting on the Opposition back benches 
Monday to Thursday may not have offered.  

“I’ve really enjoyed it. I’m someone who 
thrives on difficult challenges and ever-chang-
ing environments. It’s been a great opportunity 
to learn and that’s something I’ve taken the bull 
by the horns on.”

National was left with only a small caucus 
after a horror election night result in October 
2020, but this has also given its new MPs 
a chance to make their mark in a party he 
says needs to show it listens and is stable and 
relevant.

Recently he’s been firing out plenty of posts 
criticising the government, but in person he’s 

more likely to talk about policies and the need 
for long-term infrastructure planning than in 
attack-dog sound bites.  

From when the Flagstaff first interviewed 
Watts before he was elected, he has been clear 
that he wants to be both an active local MP and 
to one day ascend to Cabinet. 

As one of four MPs who was tasked with 
writing National’s Covid Response Plan, he is 
already getting stuck in for the long haul.

Watts say he relished a key additional role in 
developing new ideas on tax policies to support 
small businesses and on being asked by the 
leader to speak on behalf of National’s Auck-
land MPs. He has also taken satisfaction from 
being a local advocate, helping constituents gain 
special-education funding and MIQ spots. He 

has met Auckland Transport and Fullers to gain 
a clearer view of their decision-making, hosted 
a community meeting on crime and joined in at 
local sports groups. Some hot-button topics he 
says are more local-body matters to deal with, 
but on Lake Rd he says the upgrade project can’t 
come soon enough.

Water-quality issues are another complex 
issue he would like more done on locally, but 
not through the government’s Three Waters 
reforms, which he says show misguided spend-
ing, like choosing to announce district health 
board restructuring during a pandemic.

On accelerating housing supply – including 
the National Party’s unexpected recent support 
of the government’s intensification  directive – 
he is clear. “Housing affordability is the key is-
sue for Kiwis and particularly those who live in 
Auckland and particularly those who are under 
the age of 50 and trying to get into [the market].

“I think it’s positive that the parties can put 
aside their political differences and can work 
together. It’s no silver bullet of course, but it’s 
a key aspect.”

Watts has learned the art of the political seg-
ue, continuing the conversation with: “We just 
hope now they will pick up our Covid plan.”

In fact, he claims the government had adopt-
ed nearly half of the plan’s initiatives within 
three weeks of it being announced. Whether 
moves around opening up the economy, more 
rapid Covid testing and revising the MIQ sys-
tem can be credited to National beyond a nudge 
on timing is open to debate, but Watts reckons 
“they are picking up the ideas and in the end 
that’s good for New Zealand.” 

He hopes that Parliament will resume with 
the MPs there in person before Christmas. 
He is looking forward to some water-cooler 
conversations and getting to know colleagues 
better face-to-face. “And to working together 
on policy ideas that we can take to the New 
Zealand people to solve the problems that 
we face.”

But Watts says he also always wants to be 
accessible – to be “the local guy focused on 
the local issues”.

Bumping into people down on the beach 
and knowing “absolutely the best decision I’ve 
made is living here on the Shore”.

Keeping it local... Covid has freed 
parliamentary freshman Simon 
Watts from the capital bubble
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Raft’s arrival signals start of summer 

The popular Cheltenham Beach 
summer raft was barged in on 
Monday in good weather – and 
was immediately swamped by 
swimmers. Last year Auckland 
Council had to be reminded 
about returning it but were in 
good time in 2021.

Long-standing Devonport business Flagstaff 
Gallery has moved into the former ANZ 
bank building, down Victoria Rd from its 
home of 20 years. The gallery, in its new 
corner site, has a group show, Celebration, 
opening today as part of Auckland Art Week. 
Its wider street frontage will make for easier 
Covid condition viewing, including contact-
less viewings at the door.

DEVOted
Reigniting our  
commUNITY,  
together!

Gallery moves a 
couple of frames 
down the road 

Independent Financial Advice
Individuals and Businesses
Call me for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.
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APPRECIATING OUR ESSENTIAL 
WORKERS.  LIVING. WORKING.  
LOVING DEVONPORT.

We thank all our essential workers who have contributed their time and support during  
this time. Devonport locals, let’s give back to our essential workers in appreciation and 
nominate your chosen person today!

We would like to acknowledge all our essential  
workers and 10 lucky people will be recipients  
of a $100 New World Devonport supermarket  
gift card and a nice bottle of quality wine. 

Simply nominate on our facebook page The EK Group,  
email ekgroup@raywhite.com or contact us directly:

Kim Pausina 021 201 7488
Eden Thomson 021 790 552

Proudly sponsored and supported by The EK Group, namely Kim Pausina and Eden Thomson, Ray 
White Devonport and New World Devonport Supermarket.

Nominations close 22 November 2021.

23 St Aubyn Street Devonport
Rarely does a home of this calibre come to the market. Number 23 is such 
an offering and can only be described as one impressive renovation. A 
highly-engineered project of passion by Rebecca Bailey Design, the end 
result is an exceptionally elegant and sophisticated living environment 
of uncompromising quality. Perfect with family in mind, modern life is 
certainly at the forefront of this vision and epitomises everything there 
is to love about the era delivering all the modern conveniences we desire. 
You deserve to live here, experience all on offer – Number 23 is the 
pinnacle of seaside and cityside living. Shakespeare once wrote, “I like this 
place and willingly could waste my time in it”...

Proudly marketed by The EK Group.

THE EK GROUP. Bespoke. Real Estate. Better, By Any Measure.

rwdevonport.co.nz/DVP20101
Devonport Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

Kim Pausina
021 201 7488

Auction
1:30pm, Sunday 14 November  
(unless sold prior)

View
By Appointment, under Covid 
regulations on the day

4  3 2

Eden Thomson
021 790 552

theekgroup.co.nz

Premier Exclusive Listing
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Lake Rd: Bike and car groups at odds over plans
Auckland Transport’s recent update on its 
plans for Lake Rd has won partial support 
from lobby groups, although some still say 
not enough is being done soon enough.

It will be several years before the $48-mil-
lion project is shovel-ready, but more detailed 
design work is now set to get under way.

AT has admitted the scope of the project 
means it will not end congestion, but says by 
improving traffic flow and intersections and 
encouraging mode shift, the travel times of 
road users could be shortened. Safety im-
provements were also promised, including 
separated cycleways and raised tables where 
side streets meet Lake Rd. A combined bus 
and T2 lane will be added through Hauraki, 
from north of Eversleigh St to Esmonde Rd.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
was briefed on the indicative design last 
month, but wants more detail, some of which 
will not be made clear without further design 
work. 

This includes work at the Esmonde Rd 
end of the project, where it has to be done 
in tandem with Waka Kotahi / New Zealand 
Transport Agency.

Auckland Council’s planned Belmont 
town centre upgrade intersects with the Lake 
Rd project, but how this will be staged is also 
yet to be decided. Motoring lobby group the 
Automobile Association (AA) has a less rosy 
view of the Lake Rd proposals than is taken 
by cyclist group Bike Auckland.

The AA, which last year said the Lake 
Rd project’s budget should be doubled and 
more lanes created, says traffic will inevitably 
worsen with increased housing development.

In a concise response to the Flagstaff, AA’s 
senior advisor for infrastructure and motoring 
affairs, Sarah Geard, elaborated: “The plan 

is good news for safety, good news for those 
who can cycle, and will provide some peak 
period relief for commuters who can make 
use of the bus and transit lanes. However, 
locals will undoubtedly be disappointed that 
it’s not going to do much to address the very 
real traffic issues that they’re faced with 
throughout the day every day of the week.”

Bike Auckland says it welcomes moves 
to make Lake Rd safer and more attractive 
for people to walk, bike and scoot to shops, 
jobs and school as well as to get to bus stops.

“The protected/separated cycle lanes will 
bring Lake Rd up to the standard that other 
parts of Auckland have been celebrating 
to provide safer cycling,” said group chair 
Barb Cuthbert. “Along with the boom in 
local e-bike use, this will give residents safe 
travel choices.”

Raised tables from the side streets were 
equally welcome because crash records 
showed drivers needed this prompt to slow 

down and look out for pedestrians of all ages. 
Improved priority bus lanes could not come 
soon enough to encourage people to bus to 
Takapuna and the Akoranga Bus station.

She welcomed indications that a cycleway 
for Bayswater Ave could be built ahead of 
the main project’s start date. It provided 
connections to the ferry, three local schools, 
pre-schools and Belmont shops.

Cuthbert said the group had also submitted 
a plan to AT for tactical interim improve-
ments for the Lake Rd and Montgomery Ave 
corner, because the death of a cyclist there 
last year was avoidable. “Safety needs to be 
prioritised,” she said.

Through Belmont, the group would like 
to see on-street parking placed beside the 
moving traffic, with cycle lanes nearer to the 
footpath. “This avoids hazards from drivers 
opening doors into passing cyclists, and ve-
hicles pulling out or backing into the route 
of people on bikes.”

Two locals involved in a resident-driven effort 
to get AT to interact more with community 
ideas on Lake Rd, say they are pleased some of 
the issues they highlighted seem to have been 
factored into the latest thinking. 

Among them are the need to improve 
safety and traffic-light phasing and a greater 
awareness of the extent of vehicles rat-running 
though side streets. Choke points at Belmont 
and Hauraki remain a worry, however.

Sonali Geo set up a meeting attended by 
around 40 people in Devonport in April. Dave 
Casey, who attended armed with ideas, went 
on to gather drone footage to present to AT. 

They and other community members were 
left frustrated by the process, although AT has 
said locals have had several opportunities for 
formal input over a number of years.

Geo, who both cycles and drives on Lake Rd, 
says she is pleased that safety and congestion 
have come into consideration in the indicative 
plans. She was “particularly chuffed” about the 
protective curbs to separate cycleways.

She hoped the T2 and bus lanes through 
Hauraki would ease traffic in this area if peo-

ple opted to switch to car pooling and public 
transport. “I am keeping my fingers crossed 
that this will actually work to ease congestion.”

Introducing electronic tech-aided signalling 
would keep people better informed on journey 
times and had been on the group’s wishlist. 

AT is also looking at having two lanes 
exiting Hauraki Rd onto Lake Rd, which Geo 
said was a good suggestion. She wondered 
if a roundabout had ever been considered at 
the corner.

 Question marks remained over Belmont, 
where work was only in a draft stage. 

“This area is choked even on weekends 
and traffic can be backed up on Lake Rd as 
far back as the intersection of Lake Rd and 
Aramoana Ave,” said Geo. Living along that 
stretch, she feared traffic would worsen, with 
the Ryman village population increasing and 
more multi-storeyed developments. “This is 
unavoidable and is the price we have to pay 
for development.”  

Geo said she was reconciled to the idea that 
widening the road was not a possibility given 
budget and space constraints, and other una-

voidable factors including the political agendas 
of various governing bodies.

Casey said the short-phasing of lights from 
Winscombe St to Lake Rd remained a bugbear, 
due to its having wider impacts. 

His research indicated a former councillor 
had insisted on this in the 1990s, when cycle 
lanes were being installed.

“This created the conditions whereby over 
time more and more people have become 
frustrated with that short-phasing. Now, the 
majority of people merging with Lake Rd 
from the east push in further upstream instead 
and this behaviour – not sheer traffic volume 
– causes the worst congestion.”

Traffic exiting Devonport via Lake Rd 
at school peak was significantly worse than 
any other regular traffic in Auckland, he 
maintained.

• AT has said it will look at traffic light phas-
ing, once it completes its corner design work.

Tell us what you think: send concise views 
on what can be done with Lake Rd to news@
devonportflagstaff.co.nz with ‘Lake Rd feed-
back’ in the subject line.

Activists applaud tweaks but still vexed by choke points

Lake Rd…always a talking point
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A long-awaited Ngataringa skatepark up-
grade is set to get a cash boost. 

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
earlier this month approved reallocating 
$100,000 of a $300,000 surplus from a 
completed Sunnynook Park community area 
project to the skatepark. Ngataringa skatepark 
has had water pooling issues for years and an 
investigation and design phase of the project 
revealed unexpected costs, a report to board 
members said. 

Extra money was required for resource 
and building consent due to major drainage 
issues at the site and the concept design was 
amended to get landowner approval from the 
Closed Landfills unit – an arm of Auckland 
Council that manages the former tip site.

Works were scheduled to start in the last 
financial year but were delayed, as they are 
banned on a landfill site in winter, the report 
said. Remediation is now planned this sum-
mer, even though the board continues to look 
for alternative locations for the skatepark.

Auckland Council Policy analyst Roma 
Leota said the newly allocated money would 
be used for the drainage, as well as ponding 
in the skate bowl and cracks in the lip. 

A local advocate for the skate park, Dave 
Casey, said the extra $100,000 was a “fantastic 
result”. Local board chair Ruth Jackson said a 
further $100,000 from Closed Landfills would 
be spent on drainage and maintenance for the 
wider park.

• The board also cancelled the refurbish-
ment of two houses on King Edward Parade, 
(which will now be done through a different 
programme), which will free up $20,000 to be 
put towards work at Dacre Park. This workis 

in progress now.
The project was approved in principle by 

the local board for delivery in future years, 
the report said. “However, urgent work is 
needed to address surface contamination due 
to multiple grass species competing against 
one another at Dacre Park.”

• A Devonport Community House project to 
renew heat pumps and the fire-exit ramp was 

completed in the last financial year and had 
a surplus of $57,970 which was put aside for 
this year’s budget. This was given to the 1st 
Devonport Scout building at Allenby Reserve 
to renew electrical installation, lightings and 
fittings. The board also agreed to include 
Blair Park at Stanley Point under a work 
programme to renew pathways and related 
structures.

The Belmont shops are set to get a top-end 
upgrade if the local board gets its way.

In September 2020, the Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board approved a plan to 
improve Belmont, including widened 
footpaths and public spaces, safer cycling 
facilities and shorter crossing distances for 
pedestrians, all of which is included within 
a project to upgrade Lake Rd. 

More money is needed for an “enhanced 
option” which board members at a workshop 
last week were keen to pursue. 

The enhanced plan includes removing 
the slip road, which will mean there will 
be more space for pedestrians and further 
extension of the Belmont Rose Gardens will 
be possible. It also includes relocating a bus 
stop and an extra crossing at the School Rd 
junction. The area between School Rd and 
Bayswater Ave will become more pedestrian 

focused.
 Both extras are supported by Auckland 

Transport and can be integrated into the 
Lake Rd upgrade. 

The amount of extra money is not yet 
known, senior board advisor Tristan Coul-
son told the workshop. Board member Toni 
van Tonder said the board should back the 
enhanced option. “It gives us more space 
for the Rose Centre garden area. It means 
that the town centre itself will be read as 
kind of a slower safer speed area, which is 
really important because there’s a lot of kids 
crossing all the time.”

Board member Aiden Bennett said addi-
tions were a no-brainer. 

Coulson said the board push for the add-
ons was key to getting extra funding.

The board is also advocating for improved 
ferry services at Bayswater.

Board wants ‘enhanced’ 
Belmont upgrade

Skatepark and other projects 
benefit from shuffling funds

Improvements on the way… water pooling and drainage issues on 
Ngataringa skate park are to be addressed

North Shore 
United Football Club  

Notice of 
Annual General Meeting 2021

Tuesday 30th November 
start 7.30pm 

at Allen Hill Clubrooms,  
Lake Road Devonport.

ALERT LEVELS ALLOWING
Any change to date will be posted 

on our website www.nsu.org.nz
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Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS NOV 5, 2021

TGS IB2 Visual Arts Exhibition

Dahlia Mohd Razali’s Exhibition

Asako Kuroda’s Exhibition

Robert Tipteriu’s Exhibition

Hyunsoo Chang’s Exhibition

Lucas Haustien’s Exhibition

Our Takapuna Grammar School IB2 Visual Arts students held a highly 
successful exhibition during Alert Level 4 Lockdown. Artworks were 
thoughtfully installed and curated within students’ bubbles – in stair-
ways, hallways, backyards and lounge rooms. TGS’s Te Wahi Maker-
space was used to help create much of the work in the show, with 
innovative applications of contemporary technologies. 

The themes covered in this year’s exhibition included unseen ocean 
pollution, the human body and its connections to external concepts, 
perspective on technology and the future, cultural influence on archi-
tecture, the influence of external societal factors on architecture, and 
psychoanalysis and dream-interpretation.

Congratulations to the whole class for an engaging and spirited exhi-
bition opening. In speaking to their work, each student demonstrated 
an impressive depth of understanding of the artistic themes they’ve 
been exploring over the past 2 years. The class dressed in formal attire 
and hosted a fluent and sophisticated online forum which impressed 
all staff in attendance. 

Thank you to Robin Kydd and the Visual Arts Faculty for all their work 
supporting these students.
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 2/47 Church Street

3 2 1 2
Set Sale Date (unless sold prior)
4pm, Wed 24 Nov 2021
83 Victoria Road, Devonport
Phone for viewing times
Helen Michell021 210 3228
helen.michell@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Supersized urban-industrial apartment
Situated on the desirable eastern side of Takarunga/Mount Victoria, conveniently close to
Devonport village and beaches, is a rare find. Here at the old Power Station is an uber-chic lock-
andleave or work-from-home opportunity like no other. Up-close views of the maunga, peeks of the
harbour and glimpses of Rangitoto Island surprise and delight. Unwind from the bustle of day-today
life and enjoy summer evenings entertaining alfresco on a sheltered and secluded north-facing
walled deck, fringed by a sunken subtropical garden. One of only three spacious, architect-designed
apartments inside this iconic landmark building is now available for the first time in 16 years, and it’s
sure to attract keen attention!

bayleys.co.nz/1470476

bayleys.co.nz
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience
www.scapetech.co.nz

scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service

Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations

Repairs and Maintenance

Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz

nnn%gi\Z`j`fegcldY`e^%Zf%eq

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Big City Drainage
& Plumbing

dan@allaspects.co.nz

Professional Quality Service
• Gasfitting • Certifying/Licensed
• Digger Hire • Plumber/Drainlayer
• All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

0800 143 051 or mob 021 119 3227

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Trades & Services

Local Glazing Services including:

•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows

•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal

•  Glass •  Safety Glass

•  Reputties

CONTACT US AT  

devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804

20% off
shutters

35c Constellation Drive,
Mairangi Bay

Ph: 09 476 9102
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

s�.EW�BUILDS�AND�RENOVATIONS
s�2EWIRES
s�(OME�NETWORK�CABLING
s�7ALLMOUNT�46S
s�(OME�THEATRE

LOCAL TO DEVONPORT
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd DESIGN AND BUILD NZ

Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

u  sfitt  

Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
r t urt us s r

u  sur  r ur   

rt  u r  sfitt r  r r

Call Mat 

0800 277 566

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

 l rsand n
 P l uret an n  and sta n n
 n ue and Gr e re a rs
 er n  e n rt s n e 
Please phone for a free quote

Phone 027 285 4519
ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

UÊ����ÀÃ>�`��}
UÊ*��ÞÕÀiÌ�>���}Ê>�`ÊÃÌ>����}
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Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

JOHN BISSET LTD

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID

Specialising in all aspects of  
Wall and Floor Tiling and  
Under-tile Waterproofing

Carried out and certified by local  
tradesman of 24 years’ experience 

FREE QUOTES 

Contact Doug 021 187 7852 
or 09 446 0687 or email 
calpremtiling@gmail.com 

Caledonian 
Premier 
Tiling Ltd. 

Trades & Services

HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com

1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Family owned and operated since 1999

Full Servicing • Repairs
W.O.F • Wheels/Tyres

Reach your Devonport Peninsula  
customers cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 
E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Welder/Engineer
We are looking for an experienced welder/
engineer who can do MIG/Stick welding 
to join a team of 8 staff at our premises in 
the Wairau Valley, North Shore.

You will need to be able to organise 
and run the engineering bay and be 
responsible for ordering gear as required 
and co-ordinate with General Manager 
for projects and time lines.

A general knowledge of computer skills 
would be a plus and there is a good 
amount of autonomy for some one who is 
motivated and can think ahead.

We are a small company who specialises 
in the Marine Industry.

If you are interested in our vacancy we 
would like to hear from you. Immediate 
start preferred but not essential.

Please send through your CV to  
office@chainsropesandanchors.co.nz  

or call 09 444 8212

Administrator
Your Builder is rapidly growing and requires 
a positive experienced administrator or 
accountant who can confidently manage the 
invoicing, billing and budget tracking. This 
part time position requires 1-2 days per week 
to start with, however additional days might 
be required in the future. 
This role might suit a stay at home parent 
who has family commitments or needs to 
juggle everyday life, school pick ups etc. 
We can adjust hours and days to suit the 
successful applicant. 
Customer service is critical for us so 
experience with dealing with customers and 
meeting expectations would be beneficial. 
Responsibilities include: invoicing, 
payables, preparing detailed tender contracts, 
pudget tracking, porming variations, piaising 
with customers and off-street inquiries at our 
Belmont office
Required attributes: Strong organizational 
skills, excellent attention to detail, strong 
communication skills - both verbal and written.

For more information, please contact 
Hamid Zwart (hamid@yourbuilder.co.nz)

Live local. 
Work local. 
ShoreJobs.co.nz

Local jobs for  
people living 
on the Shore

Shop with confidence in Devonport 
where you see this sign.

All sta! have been double vaccinated.

Shop Local
KEEP OUR     BUSINESSES ALIVE

PROUDLY  
SUPPORTED BY
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TASTEOF
TAKAPUNA
TASTEOF
TAKAPUNA

2021

Visit ilovetakapuna.co.nz for more information and to vote now.
Voting closes Sunday 14th November 2021.

$500, $250$500, $250   $100$100

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDSPEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS
VOTE NOW for your favourite businesses!VOTE NOW for your favourite businesses!
PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDSPEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS
Best: Best: CaféCafé /  / RestaurantRestaurant /  / Takeaway Takeaway / / DrinksDrinks /  / Co!" Co!" / / Sw"t TreatSw"t Treat

All votes go in to WIN aAll votes go in to WIN a  
$500, $250$500, $250  oror  $100 $100 
Takapuna dining voucherTakapuna dining voucher
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A massive residential development is proposed 
which will change the Bayswater marina environ-
ment for ever. 

Bayswater is a focal point for boaties on the North 
Shore, offering easy access to the water for trailer 
boat launching, the rowing club, the public and ma-
rina users.

Your support is needed to stop this development in 
its current highly intensive form. We strongly believe 
it will degrade the Bayswater maritime environment 
and diminish opportunities for marine-based and 
outdoor activities for present and future generations 
of Aucklanders. For all time.

Auckland’s Unitary Plan (AUP) makes it clear that 
the Bayswater marina’s primary purpose is as a 
community and marina-oriented place focusing on 
recreation, public open space, access to and along 
the coastal area, public transport, boating, maritime 
activities and facilities.

Residential development is a discretionary activity 
and qualifies as such only if the primary focus on 
public access, recreation and marine-related activ-
ities and facilities is achieved. Residential is not a 
permitted (as of right) activity in this environment. 
We are not anti-development, but the proposed 
development is far too intensive for this precious 
marine site.

If this project goes ahead, four-storey buildings will 
sprout up and dominate. The proposal involves sub-
dividing the area into almost 100 lots which will be 
sold off and developed individually – consequently 
the area will be a major construction site for poten-
tially over a decade. Vehicle traffic in and around the 
marina will increase significantly.   The open vistas 
and airy ambience of the area will disappear.

Despite Auckland being in Lockdown Level 3, 
the Council has allowed the developer’s resource 
consent notification process to begin. The clock is 
ticking. 

To help us put the brakes on this project, please:
•  Send a submission to Auckland Council before 

11.59pm, 19 November 2021. Go to Auckland 
Council website and enter “bayswater” in search 
box. Next box should be application site. Or: type 
Notified Resource Consent Submission (auckland-
council.govt.nz) and scroll down.

•  If you are a berth holder but not yet a member,  
sign up at http://bayswaterbha.mailchimpsites.com

•  Contribute to the marina association’s “fighting 
fund” which will help pay for required experts. 

Donations please to the association’s o!cial 
account,  12-3019-0006596-00 noting name and 
berth number if appropriate.

Protect Bayswater Marina and the maritime precinct

BAYSWATER BERTH HOLDERS ASSOCIATION
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Auckland’s Unitary Plan (AUP) clearly states:
Our marina’s PRIMARY PURPOSE is a community and marina-oriented place with a 
main focus on recrea7on, public open space, access to and along the coastal marina 

area, public transport, boa7ng, mari7me ac7vi7es and facili7es. 
Residen7al development is a DISCRETIONARY ac7vity only. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BAYSWATER MARINA?
BIG CHANGES impac&ng our marina are happening RIGHT NOW

Our marina as we know it will be GONE
ACT NOW BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE

Preserve our marina for the benefit of Auckland’s current and future generaEons 
DON’T DELAY - ACT NOW!

COMPLETE Bayswater Community Commi0ee’s Marina Future Use Survey on our Facebook page 
SEND in a submission to Auckland Council before 11.59pm, 9 November 2021 ( ☑ to speak at the hearing) 

CONTACT us for: 

§ A link to the Bayswater Marina Future Use Survey (if you’re not on Facebook)

§ Help with your submission

§ A link to the Auckland Council resource consent submission form (or scan QR code)
§ A link to access the resource consent applicaGon documents (or scan QR code)

Find us on Facebook or Email: bayswatercommunitycommi0ee@gmail.com

Public Open 
Space

The LIVE resource consent applica7on by Bayswater Marina Holding Limited
DOES NOT reflect our marina’s PRIMARY PURPOSE.

Boat Launch 
Ramp Access

Mari7me 
Facili7es

Mass Bulky 
Buildings

Recrea7onal 
Parks

Boat Trailer 
Parking

Harbour 
Views

Body 
Corporate 
Structure

Road Access 
and Safety

Public 
Transport 
Outcomes

REDUCED QUESTIONABLE UNCERTAIN DOMINATE GONE

TINY UNWORKABLE QUESTIONABLE PRIVATISATION GONE
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Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  

existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

À Full boating services
À Repairs and maintenance
À Expert advice
À Free peninsula pickup
À Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Royal Design & Drapes
MADE TO MEASURE

Curtains, Roman Blinds,  
Roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

Shutters and Tracks

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 

www.royaldesign.nz
Gabrielle 021 050 4961

Professional Services

Tony Gasperini
Quali!ed Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Call Steve Gustasson on 021 345 694
steve@naturalgardens.co.nz
www.naturalgardens.co.nz

Garden design and construction
Whether you are planning a garden refresh of 

a full renovation, we believe in creating gardens 
that are personal, purposeful and beautiful

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Xero, MYOB, GST, Payroll

www.ljbass.co.nz
info@ljbass.co.nz

027 331 3164

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Sponsor this widely read 
community events column email: 
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 

a monthly email listing of community events, 

and other community notices, please email  

us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

BAYSWATER HALLOWEEN TRAIL 
COLOURING COMPETITION

Although we were disappointed to have to postpone 

the Bayswater Halloween Trail until Friday 1st April 

2022, we wanted to provide some fun and entertain-

ment to our local tamariki in the meantime!

Colour or decorate one of our four spooky designs, 

then display it in your window or somewhere else that 

is visible from the street, like your fence. Take a photo 

of your beautiful work and send it in to us via email: 

devonportcommunity@gmail.com or Facebook for a 

chance to win a prize! For more info and the designs 
visit: www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz/articles/ 

halloween-colouring-competition

TAMARIKI PLAY MORNINGS  
COMMUNITY FEEDBACK SURVEY

While we have been missing catching up with you all 

each week at our Hõtoke Preschool Play sessions at 

The Rose Centre, we have been pondering how we can 

support you and your precious tamariki best and espe-

cially at times when we are unable to come together as 

a community. If you could carve out a couple of minutes 

to complete our survey (https://www.surveymonkey.

com/r/3VJZ2C7) to help guide us to serve your needs as 

best as we can with the resources we have!   

Thank you!  The DPT rõpũ. 

DEVONPORT SEED LIBRARY
Devonport Seed Library is a free community initiative 

with the goal of enabling every person the opportunity 

to start a garden, without any financial barriers that 

might otherwise hinder them on their gardening journey.

The Seed Library will be housed in the Devonport  

Community House, and you are welcome to take what 

you need, then save some seeds from your own garden 

(or seed stash) to return back to the community.

If you have seeds, gardening books or ideas that you 

would like to share, they are gladly accepting donations.

Contact Holly on 0211276841 or follow along 

on: https://www.facebook.com/Devonport-Seed-

Library-683254152538854
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ACCOMMODATION

Self contained, private 
apartment, fully fur-
nished and equipped in 
shared family home. 
Suit a single person or a 
couple. Handy to Devon-
port amenities/buses/
ferry services etc. Con-
tact Colin at balgray@
xtra.co.nz
Devonport Vil lage. 
Anne St. Short stay ac-
commodation -1 to 3 
months or longer by mu-
tual agreement. 2-bed-
room, fully-furnished 
apartment including 
Linen, Quiet and private 
two-storey apartment 
with own entrance. Suit 
business couple or small 
family. $650 per week 
includes water & inter-
net. Contact Craig: 027 
299 2172.

ACCOMMODATION

Join the Devonport 
Squash Club’s social 
squash night  every 
Thursday from 7-9pm 
at our Narrowneck club. 
Beginners are welcome. 
We have racquets you 
can borrow at no charge 
and there is no obliga-
tion to join the club. 69 
Wairoa Road, Narrow 
Neck.

SERVICES OFFERED

Complete home main-
tenance by perfectionist 
boat builder/builders. In-
cluding rotten windows, 
doors, weather boards. 
Exterior/interior. Call 
Duane 027 488 5478
FixIT Handyman - ex-
cellent work,  practi-
cal budget, most jobs 
welcome, interior/ex-
terior free quote. Josh 
0212618322

SERVICES OFFERED

Garden maintenance. 
Organically. Profession-
al, experienced and wide 
ranging maintenance 
abilities. From weeding, 
installing gardens, hedge 
trimming and small tree 
removal. Contact Leah 
and team at Earthling 
021 0262 4268, info@
earthling.nz
Need someone to feed 
your cat and other 
pets at your home while 
you’re away? I love ani-
mals and would love to 
help you! I am 10 years 
old and live in Devon-
port. I charge $5 per visit. 
Each visit I feed your pet 
and can play with them 
for about 10-15 minutes 
each visit if they are com-
fortable with me. I also 
send you pics of them 
so you don’t miss them 
too much! I always visit 
with one of my parents. 
Devonport only please! 
Text/call: 021-270-7677.

WANTED

C A R S  WA N T E D 
Cars Vans 4x4s Utes 
Trucks 24/7 Cash paid 
0800203060
Quality Rental Prop-
erty Wanted - Devon-
port /Bayswater/Bel-
mont Long-term; 3-4 
bedrooms; family of 
four – non-smokers, no 
pets. December/January 
preferred commence-
ment date. Top references 
available. Phone 021 
277 4060

Classifieds

Call us today on!022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

• Restore
• Repair
•  Retrofit 

double glazing“ I would heartily 
recommend their 
service and their 
expertise.” 
David, Belmont

Support your 
paper for the price 
of a cup of coffee.

Go to devonportflagsta!.co.nz 
and click on ‘Become a supporter’ 

at the top of the page.

Enrolment at our school is governed by an 
enrolment scheme, details of which  
are available on the school website  
www.stanleybay.school.nz
Applications for 3 out of zone places in each 
of the following groups; Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 
are now being invited for those students  
who will become eligible for enrolment during 
the period Thursday 3 February 2022 to  
4 April 2022.
Currently there are no available out of zone 
places for Years 0-2.
The deadline for receipt of applications for 
out of zone places is 26 November 2021. If a 
ballot for out of zone places is required, it will 
be held on 29 November 2021. Parents will 
be informed of the outcome of the ballot within 
three school days of the ballot being held.
If you live in the home zone and have not yet 
signalled your intention to enrol your child 
later this year, please contact the school 
immediately to assist us to plan appropriately.
Please send all enrolment inquiries to: 
office stanleybay.school.n
The Board of Trustees will also hold  
additional ballots in Term 2 and Term 3  
to enable out of zone children to continue 
to enrol in 2022. 

Garden waste, General waste, Recycling,  
Landscape supplies and Reuse shop

DEVONPORT COMMUNITY
RECYCLING CENTRE

27
LAKE RD

09 445 3830

MON: CLOSED   |   TUES-FRI: 8AM–4:30PM   |   SAT-SUN: 9AM–4.30PM

WWW.DEVONPORTRECYCLING.CO.NZ
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A new water fountain is set to come to Bayswater Park thanks to a 
Hauraki school girl’s environmentally-friendly toilet paper sales.

Lilah McDonald started her business, Water Us, in February to raise 
funds for her water fountain foundation. Lilah, 11, wants to help the 
environment by allowing people to reuse their plastic water bottles 
instead of throwing them away.

It’s taken time and been hit by shipping delays, but she hopes to have 
a fountain in place by the end of the year. Aiding this is the Milford 
branch of Barfoot and Thompson which has donated $30,000 for 
three fountains. 

The sites are still being determined, but Bayswater Park is set to 
get one, as is Becroft Park in Forrest Hill. Lilah spent three days off 
school in the early days of lockdown after her first shipment of toilet 
paper arrived, working on the 450 orders that had come through the 
PledgeMe campaign earlier in the year. They have just ordered their 
second shipping container, but the profits will drop due to increased 
shipping costs under Covid. “Fifty per cent of profits are going to buy 
a water fountain,” Lilah said.

Currently, Auckland has 370 water fountains.. “My first goal is to 
double that amount but that’s still not that many fountains... then there’s 
still the rest of New Zealand.

“I kind of just want to keep this going and get as many in as possible.
“I enjoy sending out the orders. I find it quite satisfying.”
But although she plans to keep the business going for a while, she 

says: “I don’t want to just do this. I also want to do other stuff to help 
different causes.”

No hoarding… Lilah McDonald was kept busy in the 
early days of lockdown sending out toilet paper

Water fountain coming for Bayswater Park 

Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
A BUSY YEAR FOR OUR NAVY

Devonport residents familiar with the 
typical Navy ‘skyline’ of masts and 
superstructures may have noticed a lot of 
gaps at Devonport Naval Base over the 
last two months.

That’s because our ships are deployed 
on a wide-ranging array of tasks, within our 
waters and globally. The same goes for our 
personnel, involved in land-based taskings 
in New Zealand and internationally as well 
serving on ships.

In fact, of around 2,300 personnel, just 
under 1,000 are on operations, exercises 
or on foreign postings. This includes over 
200 of our sailors and officers staffing 
Managed Isolation and Quarantine 

Facilities and checkpoints for Operation 
Protect, the New Zealand Defence Force’s 
contribution to the fight against COVID-19.

In the Pacific, HMNZS Aotearoa and 
HMNZS Te Kaha have been exercising 
with British, Malaysian, Australian and 
Singaporean forces, including a link-up 
with the British Carrier Strike Group near 
the Philippines. HMNZS Canterbury is 
completing her 15-year maintenance 
upgrade in Singapore, and frigate HMNZS 
Te Mana nears completion of her Frigate 
Systems Upgrade in Canada. HMNZS 
Wellington is on a scientific mission to 
Raoul Island and HMNZS Taupo, our 
workhorse Inshore Patrol Vessel, spends 

week after week at sea training our young 
officers.

On land, we have our Navy staff leading 
Command Task Group 150 in Bahrain, 
coordinating the interception of contraband 
shipments near the Arabian Gulf. We have 
personnel in the Sinai, London, United 
States, Solomon Islands, Cook Islands, 
Australia, Korea, Fiji, Antarctica and 
Iceland.

It might be a pandemic, but it’s an 
exciting time for Navy. Next year will see 
HMNZS Aotearoa conduct her maiden 
voyage to Antarctica, and we welcome the 
return of HMNZS Te Mana, bringing our 
fleet to full capacity.

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.
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Each office is independently owned and operated. Browns Real Estate Limited (licensed under the REAA 2008) MREINZ.

OPEN PLAN. PRIVACY. PARKING
Only Six Luxury Apartments in the Heart of Takapuna

Panoramic Ocean Views, approx. 300m from the Beach
Double and Triple Secure, Private Garages

AWARD WINNING DESIGN
Sustainable Design with Award Winning JTB Architects

Sky Penthouse with Exclusive Rooftop Oasis
Single Residency per Floor

Race to secure your 

E XC LUS I V E  TO

Su Mobley 
020 4004 0563

su.mobley@nzsir.com

dreamspace.co.nz

360 Immersion Lab
Contact Su today  

to book your 360° virtual immersion,  
showroom viewing

THE ULTIMATE 
KIWI QUARTER ACRE 
DREAM IN THE SKY
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Sculpture on Shore is going online, prom-
ising a virtual artistic journey of discovery 
after Covid-19 put paid to the spectacular 
clifftop experience at Fort Takapuna for a 
second year in a row.

 The country’s largest outdoor sculpture 
exhibition also functions as the major fund-
raiser for Women’s Refuge. 

Sally Dewar, who is board chair for the 
event, said the organisers were committed 
to raising $100,000.

“If you’re one of the tens of thousands 
of people who would usually buy a ticket 
to NZ Sculpture on Shore, please go online 
today and give generously to this important 
cause, said Dewar. 

“If you’ve not been to the exhibition 
before, this is a great opportunity to do so,” 
the Stanley Bay local added.

From Friday 5 November, more than 100 
works can be viewed on a purpose-built 
online platform. Curator Sally Lush said 

moving the event online had been a mam-
moth task, bringing together a wide variety 
of work.

“There are quirky and thought-provoking 
works, soaring monumental sculptures, 
sound-and-light art works and sight-specific 
installations. Also, there will be many ac-
cessible works specifically for adding that 
special touch to home gardens.”

Organisers say a cut of the artists’ sales 
proceeds and any donations will go towards 
a Women’s Refuge campaign called Kids 
in the Middle. This is raising funds for 
comforting and creative spaces for children 
staying at 40 Women’s Refuge safe houses.    

Dewar said the global pandemic was 
hitting local communities. “More New Zea-
land women and children than ever before 
are fleeing from dangerous situations.”

Sculpture on Shore is normally held every 
two years, rather than annually, due to its 
large scale. It regularly attracts a roster of 

established and emerging talent. 
The scheduled 2020 exhibition was put 

back to 2021 because of Covid-19 conditions. 
Despite hopes that the event would pro-

ceed in October, the Delta lockdown forced 
the recent decision to switch online.

The sponsored event has a 25-year 
history,  raising more than $2.1 million in 
that time. 

It began in a private garden in Takapuna in 
1996 and moved to Fort Takapuna from 2004.

Women’s Refuge chief executive Dr 
Ang Jury says she is humbled by the huge 
effort by organisers and the artists put into 
salvaging this year’s show. “For a quarter of 
a century, this event has pulled together an 
extraordinary range of art. They’ve refused 
to let Covid and lockdown get in the way 
and we just can’t thank Friends of Women’s 
Refuge Trust enough.”
• To view go to: 
nzsculptureonshore.co.nz 

Sculpture on Shore moves from cliff top to online

Devonport sculptor Helen Pollock (pictured 
at work, right) has been involved in Sculp-
ture on Shore since its inception.

This year she is showing The Empty 
Chair, a bronze sculpture. Its creation – like 
the event’s staging – has been affected by 
Covid conditions, with the casting process 
delayed.

“It’s currently still being finished, so 
that is going right to the wire,” she told the 
Flagstaff last week.

It is a busy time for the artist. A work 
commissioned by her old school, Otago 
Girls High, was to be unveiled for its 150th 
anniversary this week. Travel restrictions 
mean Pollock cannot attend.

As with seeing pieces from Sculpture on 
Shore, images have to suffice for now.

“It’s sad because 3D is desirable to look 
at.” Walking around works is part of experi-
encing them and with Sculpture on Shore the 
outdoors adds another dimension, she says. 

“It’s a different thing online, but we are all 
getting used to it, with meetings and so on.”

Pollock describes her piece as “just a plain 
old-fashioned wooden chair cast in bronze”. 

But it has a meaning drawn from the death 
of her father when she was very young. The 
empty chair symbolises absence, which in 
these times also has a wider resonance.

Her father served in World War I and this 
too has been an influence in her work. The 
Navy Museum at Torpedo Bay houses Falls 
the Shadow, showing upstretched arms. It 
is one of several of her pieces the museum 
holds. Other sculptures she has done with 
military references have toured widely and 
are in museums in France and Belgium.

For a previous Sculpture on Shore, Pol-
lock put a large work in one of the gun em-
placements. The setting differed markedly 

from the first event which she recalls as a 
“garden party” affair above Lake Pupuke. It 
featured only around 40 works from invited 
artists and was hosted by Takapuna champi-
on of the arts Genevieve Becroft.

Pollock says over the years the event has 
been invaluable. “It’s done a huge amount 
for many artists, raising their profile.”   

Sales were generally good, she said. The 

Shore resident of 40 years’ standing – includ-
ing time living in Hauraki before moving to 
Devonport – hopes Sculpture on Shore will 
return to Fort Takapuna next time round, but 
for now she is just happy it is going ahead.

“It’s a very dedicated team and they give it 
a heap for a very good cause. People like the 
combination of a well-organised event and 
a very good cause – and the art,” she adds.

Empty chair takes its place in full roster of art
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In a guerrilla art installation, 42 cut-out dogs 
were set loose on Takapuna Beach last week.

For three and a half hours from late 
afternoon on Tuesday, onlookers delighted 
in the sight of Christian Nicolson’s painted 
macrocarpa sculptures. He was also back 
last Saturday.

Originally destined for display at Sculp-
ture on Shore at Fort Takapuna, Nicolson 
decided after Covid-19 put paid to the ex-
hibition there to mount his own impromptu 
outing for the dogs. 

He set up the life-sized sculptures on the 
sand at the bottom of Ewen St, so he could 
take photographs to document his work 
grouped as he had originally intended.

The response delighted him, with a steady 
stream of passersby taking photographs and 
stopping to chat. 

“It’s what every artist dreams of,” said the 
North Shore artist. 

“In a short period of time it gathered a lot 
of momentum. Sometimes there seemed to 
be more people there than dogs.”  

Although he sold a sculpture on the spot, 
Nicolson said that wasn’t the purpose of 
the display. 

“I thought it was just a good idea to put 
them up and see what reaction I got.”

Given the positive response, he is now 
considering further guerrilla installations.

The works, ranging from chihuahuas to 
great danes, were up from 4pm to around 
7.30pm. 

Walkers, children and some free-range 
dogs – including a couple who cocked a leg 
at the wooden visitors – were curious about 
them, he said.

Nicolson told the Flagstaff the name of his 
installation was Where’s Mummy?

“It’s about all those dogs that get left at 
home alone – not so much at the moment – 
when their owners go to work. Little do they 
know they’ve been barking for four hours.” 
Nicolson said as someone who worked from 
home he heard them. 

Although not a dog owner himself, he is 
well disposed to them and their ever-hopeful 
natures, which he set out to capture.

“Whenever I see dogs, they are such 
happy little things.” 

That is, barring the odd few he encoun-
tered when working as a postie while a 
teenager, before developing his art practice.

Nicolson’s last exhibition was a pop-art 
tribute to his New Zealand musical heroes 
which was held at Art by the Sea in Taka-
puna this year. 

Luckily it opened pre-lockdown. He has 
shown at previous Sculpture on Shore and 
Sculpture on the Gulf exhibitions, including 
attention-grabbing nude cut-outs and an 
elephant in 2010.

Losing the physical outlet of Sculpture 
on Shore this year was unfortunate, he said. 
“It’s a major blow financially. It’s harder 
to sell the work [online].” But he hoped 
for sales nonetheless and was happy to 
contribute his cut to the big fundraiser for 
Women’s Refuge.

The dog sculptures, suitable for the gar-
den, cost between $700 and $2500, he said. 

To make them he worked from photo-
graphs he  took or sourced, then he drew 
the dogs and painted them onto the timber.  
The need to create a solid base for the 
works meant most were depicted in a sitting 
position, rather than  say being shown on 
the run. 

While he’s happy to cock a leg to conven-
tion, there are after all artistic limits.

Artist organises dog day afternoons at Takapuna Beach

Off-lead... artist Christian Nicolson with his dog sculptures on Takapuna Beach
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80190
PRICE | $1.675M

TAKAPUNA | 104/28 KILLARNEY STREET | URBAN LIFESTYLE PARKSIDE | LAKEVIEW

GERRY PETRIE 021 92 3352 | 916 6000 
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

Near new and waiting for you to enjoy the enviable 
Takapuna vibrant lifestyle. This 2 bedroom plus study, 
luxury one level lock up and leave apartment in Lake 
view, has a balanced combination of living and bedroom 
space. 98sqm plus a good sized deck which soaks up 
the northerly aspect with park and lake vista. The feel is 
one of nature, green, open, light and bright. 

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80189
AUCTION  | ONLINE 23/11/21 AT 2 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

TAKAPUNA | 52A KILLARNEY STREET | TAKAPUNA HOT SPOT

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63  | 916 6000 

Located across from Killarney Park and Lake Pupuke 
this weatherboard home on 321sqm features 4 
bedrooms, master en suite, family bathroom and 
storage. Downstairs kitchen is open plan and flanked 
by the dining room to the left and lounge to the right. 
A huge door opens to the lawn with ground level deck 
perfect for a BBQ. Double garage with internal entry, 
powder room and laundry on the main level. 

HARRY RICHARDS 
021 0814 4513
HarryRichards@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT 445 3414

Ambitious, and driven Harry believes local knowledge, patience, perseverance and attention to detail 
are paramount to success. Along with a can-do attitude, clients will reap the reward of his undeniable 
work ethic. Harry understands first-hand how lucky we are to live in such a beautiful part of the world. 
“Golden sands, incredible views, and a lifestyle second to none - there’s a reason buyers are eager to 
own a slice of idyllic Devonport”. Give Harry a call, he would love to hear from you. 

HARRY RICHARDS YOUR LOCAL PREMIUM SALESPERSON 

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80176

DEVONPORT | 4 HIGH STREET  | SUPERB FAMILY HOME

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94  | 916 6000 
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000

Superbly located within walking distance of Devonport 
Village this charming home is a real find! Set on a 
556sqm (approx) freehold title this gorgeous family 
home features 4 bedrooms plus study and 2 bathrooms 
plus wc downstairs, the  main living area opens out 
to a sun-drenched deck. A large second living area 
downstairs flows seamlessly to lawn area. 


