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New state block provides transitional homes 

All smiles... Devonport four-year-old Xavier O’Toole and sister Hattie (2½) enjoy the bouncy castle 
at Devonport Methodist Daycare Centre’s 30th birthday party. Story, page 19.

The new three-storey Kāinga Ora block on 
Lake Rd will be used for transitional housing 
for individuals and families in urgent need of 
a place to live.

People generally stay in transitional homes 
for around 12 weeks. 

“The people and families staying here may 

already be living, working, or going to school 
locally. Others will be from nearby areas,” 
Kāinga Ora North and West Regional Director 
Taina Jones said.

The complex, on the eastern side of Lake 
Rd between Montgomery Ave and Old Lake 
Rd, includes 11 new two-bedroom homes in 

a three-level walk-up apartment block, along 
with an on-site office.

”These homes will provide people and 
families in urgent need of housing with a 
warm, dry, safe place to live while they re-
ceive wrap-around support and help to find 
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Closed landfill sites at Cambria Reserve, 
Plymouth Reserve and Woodall Park will 
be inspected by Auckland Council this year, 
with the potential effects of sea-level rise 
among issues to be addressed.

The environmental risk from former 
dumps and landfills was highlighted in 
2019, when 21 kilometres of the Fox River 
and 64km of South Westland coastline was 
strewn with rubbish from a historic dump 
site. 

While Ngataringa Park was Devonport’s 
dump for years, few people would know 
landfills existed at Cambria Reserve, Plym-
outh Reserve and Woodall Park.

The potential impacts of climate change 
are a key consideration of council’s 

closed-landfill asset-management plan, 
according to its general manager of tech-
nical services, Paul Klinac, who responded 
to Flagstaff inquiries under the Official 
Information Act. 

“There are currently no site-specific mit-
igation plans against sea-level risk or threat 
of tsunami for the five closed landfills in the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area,” 
Klinac said.  

Barry’s Point Rd is the fifth landfill in the 
local-board area.

“Works to improve closed landfill resil-
iency to climate change will be assessed, 
planned and implemented in line with the 
council’s Long-Term Plan 2021-2031 and Te 
Tāruke-ā-Tāwhiri: Auckland Climate Plan.”

Checks ordered for former landfills 
in light of climate-change risks 

The State of the Media in a Fake 
News World is the subject of the next 
Devonport Library Associates forum 
on 24 August. 

Speakers include journalist and 
broadcaster Carol Hirschfeld and, 
from Devonport, freelance journalist 
and newsreader Anna Thomas, 
speechwriter and columnist David 

Slack and Flagstaff editor Rob Drent.
In conversation with local facilitator 

Karren Beanland, they will share their 
views on the state of the media and the 
future of the news industry. 

• State of the Media in a Fake News 
World, Devonport Library 24 August, 
nibbles from 7pm, discussion at 
7.30pm. 

Library event puts spotlight on media

a more permanent place to live,” Jones said.
The block will be managed and maintained 

by De Paul House, a provider of housing and 
support services, contracted by the Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Development. 

 De Paul House General Manager Jan 
Rutledge said the first properties were likely 
to be tenanted by mid-August, depending on 
the availability of furniture, which had been 
delayed by Covid-19.

“We are a North Shore-based transitional 
housing and family-xsupport service, so 
would expect that residents would largely be 
from the local area.”

Local school placements for children 
would depend on family circumstances. 

Kāinga Ora has written to nearby residents, 
telling them what the housing is to be used for. 

   From page 1

First tenants 
expected this 

month 

For those in need... new Lake Rd 
block has 11 two-bedroom homes 
for transitional housing

Pollution from the old dump at Ngata-
ringa Park seems to be getting worse – and 
Auckland Council is moving to make im-
provements. 

A closed-landfill monitoring report from 
November 2019 to September 2020, by 
engineering consultants Tonkin and Taylor, 
showed “the site is generally in compliance” 
with conditions of its resource consent.

However, “results of groundwater moni-

toring indicate a potential increase in envi-
ronmental effects from leachate discharges,” 
according to documents released under the 
Official Information Act.

The site is currently being investigated 
to determine if works can be carried out to 
reduce these environmental effects. 

Resource consents to discharge contam-
inate and contaminated groundwater from 
the landfill expire on 31 December 2022. 

Ngataringa discharge may be worsening
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New manager hopes centre can bridge gap for youth

Rosy future... Geoff Allen, the new Rose Centre operations manager, wants to provide more for  
peninsula youth

The Rose Centre could fill a gap in the 
lives of Devonport peninsula youth, says 
the venue’s new operations manager, Geoff 
Allen.

The Belmont centre is owned by Auck-
land Council and is home base for the 
Company Theatre. It hosts shows and an af-
ter-school programme. Community groups 
can also book it for meetings and events. 

Allen said it catered to children and the 
old, but there was a lack of things to do and 
places to go for young people in the area. 

“We have a problem that we’re not pro-
viding enough for the middle age-group on 
the peninsula,” he said. 

“With Covid and with lockdowns, peo-
ple’s mental health, all those sorts of things, 
are suffering. That I feel is going to be a 

major direction for us as well.”
The Ngataringa skatepark was in a poor 

state of repair and so not used as a hang-out 
space like it used to be. Youths came out to 
shoot hoops at the centre – sometimes as 
late as midnight, he said.

“Where do you go when you want to get 
out of the house and away from your family? 
And maybe home’s stressful or whatever. 
You need somewhere to go.”

Allen, a former Devonport resident who 
now lives in Northcote, took up his new post 
at the start of July. 

He has long been involved in performing 
arts, including time on Shortland Street. He 
also founded and remains with Devonport 
Drama; the club will mark its 20th anni-
versary next year. Several of Allen’s own 

productions have been staged at the Rose 
Centre. 

The Rose Centre could provide a meeting 
space to discuss options for young people, 
he said, and talking to the teens themselves 
would be crucial.

Also on the future agenda is creating 
bilingual signage, with te reo names for 
rooms, and an arts event in conjunction with 
the Auckland Fringe Festival.

Personally, he wants to see the Rose 
Centre become a tūrangawaewae (a place 
to stand) and a wahi haumaru (a safe place).

He would like to see it being busy all the 
time and for members of the community to 
think of it as their own: “Not that there’s a 
relationship with the community, but the 
Rose Centre is the community”. 



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 4 August 13, 2021

Trampolinists got the jump on Olympic medallist

Harry Brown had more reason than most 
to be glued to the television watching  Kiwi 
Dylan Schmidt’s Olympic bronze-med-
al-winning trampoline performance. The 
Narrow Neck 13-year-old had just won tram-
polining gold at the New Zealand nationals.

The championships, held at Trusts Arena 
in Henderson last month, gave Harry an 
insight into the ups and downs of elite sport. 

He had been disappointed to come away 
with fourth in double mini-trampoline and 
15th in individual trampoline, but won the 
13–14 age group national grade in synchro-
nised trampolining in combination with 
Enzo Leith from Torbay.

“I feel so relieved,” Harry said.
In sync trampolining, two jumpers com-

pete on adjoining trampolines – similar to 
synchronised diving. In double mini, the 
athlete runs up, jumps on the trampoline, 
performs a single routine and lands on the 
mat.

Their club, North Harbour, pairs them up 
for competition, he said.

“We were kind of focusing more on indi-
vidual, and then I think we had three sessions 
to string a routine together.”

Harry is not the only successful trampolin-
er on the peninsula – Belmont Intermediate 
head boy Nathan Davies came away with 
a silver in sync trampolining, bronze in 
double mini, and an individual sixth place 
at sub-junior international level.

Trampolining is in the spotlight after 
Schmidt’s bronze at the Tokyo Olympic 
Games. Harry was glued to the TV, despite 
the late hour in New Zealand. 

Harry met Schmidt at Icon Trampolining 
Club in Manukau, Schmidt’s home club, 
when Harry was qualifying for nationals. 
Schmidt is also set to judge the AIMS Games 
in September.

Harry first went to nationals in 2018, 
but he says he stumbled into the sport by 
accident. Having his ninth birthday party at 
Jump trampoline park in 2017, when he was 
still doing gymnastics, one of the trainers 
came over and said if Harry wanted to switch 
disciplines, they needed him in their squad.

“I like how it’s kind of like you get just 
one chance,” Harry said. “If you fall off, they 
just stop marking.”

Harry says he loves the community 
around trampolining. Everyone talks to 

everyone else, regardless of achievement 
level. 

He is an all-rounder – also playing foot-
ball, and auditioning for the National Youth 
Theatre’s production of Oliver!

Harry’s achievements are all the more 
impressive considering he was in Starship 
Hospital with respiratory issues for much of 
the first three years of his life.

Nathan too is a young man of many 
talents. He’s into mountain biking and road 
cycling, and is also auditioning for Oliver!

Neither of them is sure which direction 
they’ll take, but they know they want a 
career in sport. 

Nathan said he would probably follow 
whatever opportunities came up, such as 
getting a scholarship to university.

They both would like to see more aware-
ness that trampolining can be a competitive 
sport – not just something to do in the back-
yard or at birthday parties.

And Harry encouraged others to try the 
sport. 

“I’d just give it a go,” he said. “You 
don’t have to do it competitively. Learn 
new skills.”

Spring in their steps… national trampolining champs gold medallist Harry Brown (left) and silver medallist 
Nathan Davies 
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Shore readies for Chatham Cup semi-finals 
North Shore United plays Miramar Rangers 

in the semi-finals of the Chatham Cup on 21 
August – the Devonport club’s first top-four 
appearance in 20 years. 

It will be a tough match for Shore: the 
match is in Wellington, and Miramar easily 
beat Auckland City – the leading team in the 
North Premier League – 2-0 in its quarter-final. 

“To get into the final would be magic – no 
one remembers semi-finalists,” said Shore 
coach Malcolm McPherson. “Miramar are 
a strong side with a lot of players who have 
played professionally… but it’s a one-off 
match and we’ll be giving it everything 
we’ve got.

“If everyone is fit and available, we back 
ourselves to beat any side on the day.”  

North Shore made it into the semi-final with 
a nail-biting win over Otago University: 6-5 
on penalties following a 2-2 deadlock after 
extra time.

The Shore changing room was slightly 
sombre, rather than elated, after the win, 
McPherson said. “I think the boys felt they let 
themselves down in the second half.”

Up 2-0 at half-time, a penalty was awarded 
to Shore, but the referee was overruled by the 
assistant refereee on the sideline. 

“If we had gone 3-0 up, that would have 
killed the game,” McPherson said. Instead, 
Otago, buoyed by a group of vocal supporters, 
came back to level the scores. 

“We felt we shaded them in extra time and 
going into the penalty shoot-out we backed 
our goalkeeper Silvio [ Rodic]. He’s six-foot-
six and his frame fills a lot of space. He’s got 
a great record at saving penalties.” 

And so it transpired, as Rodic saved a cou-
ple of shots from Otago, including the vital 
one to give Shore the win. 

Shore is also entering the business end of the 
Northern Premier League. It lost 4-1 to Auck-
land City last weekend, was playing Melville 
midweek and this weekend takes on Auckland 

United. The side is currently10th on the table, 
hovering above the relegation zone. 

“We want to make sure we secure a 
Northern Premier League spot for the club 
for 2022,” McPherson said. “We are not that 

far ahead of the bottom teams, so there is a 
lot to play for.”  

The club was fundraising to pay for  flights 
and accommodation for their semi-final trip 
to the capital.

Sharpshooter… Shore United’s Horrace James scored one of the 
side’s first-half goals against Otago University

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Mortgage advice.
Check with  
us first.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Bank of Parents
We are seeing a lot of parents assisting their kids into first-

home ownership, which is great if they can manage to by using 
their equity and/or incomes to help out. This can happen in various 
ways, and banks have different policies towards it, so speak to us 
first and we can show you the options available.

In the markets we see the RBNZ again adjusting loan-to-value 
(LVR) rules.  This time around, reducing the amount of low-equity 
(over 80% LVR) loans as there is a concern that as interest rates 
increase and house-price rises slow, some buyers may end up 
with negative equity (i.e, the loan is greater than the value of the 
property). They are also looking at introducing debt-to-income 
ratios to dampen demand.

The reality is, the major driver of house prices has been the very 
low interest rates, which have really just encouraged people to 
borrow and invest in property and which the market is now pricing 
in to rise quite quickly (to 1% by year end). It seems the very low 
interest rates have not been required for some time now and yet 
there is still no guarantee the RBNZ will raise rates, given the 
reluctance of the rest of the world to do likewise!

        

We give mortgage advice through our company Trounson Financial Services Ltd
Disclosure Statements are on our website: simpsontrounson.co.nz
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Briefs
Moves made to sell  

3 Victoria Rd
Auckland Council is “currently in the 
early stages of preparing the 3 Victoria 
Rd site for sale”, its development arm 
Panuku has confirmed. However, no time 
frame has been set for the sale process.  
The building was once Devonport’s post 
office, then the Devonport Borough 
Council chambers and, most recently, 
an information centre. The Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board wanted it kept in 
public ownership. 

Covid claims restaurant
Another Devonport restaurant has bitten 
the dust, citing the aftermath of Covid. 
Hemingway’s restaurant on Rattray 
St closed on 4 August “after serious 
deliberation and consideration of the 
current Covid environment”. 

Nth Island squash champ 
Devonport Squash Club junior Aggie 
Griffiths recently won the the North Island 
Under-13 girls title.  

Devonport Olympians 
Devonport Olympians Paul Snow-Hansen 
and Jacko Gill performed well in Tokyo 
but finished outside the medals. Snow-
Hansen and partner Dan Wilcox were 
fourth in the 470 yachting race, while Gill 
was ninth in the shot put.

Swim coach: clarification 
Brent Foster, in a 16 July Devonport 
Flagstaff story, was referred to as 
Devonport Swim Club head coach. Foster 
coaches at the club, but its head coach 
is Rafael De Souza.

Single-house zones under threat
in ‘big change of direction’

The single-house zone – a major protection 
for heritage homes in Devonport – could be 
removed under government directives to 
intensify housing in Auckland.

The removal of the single-house zone would 
be “quite a big change of direction,” Auckland 
Council planning chief John Duguid told its 
planning committee last week. However, in 
some areas it would be impossible to free 
up zoning for more intensive development 
without the  removal of the zone.

In heritage terms, the most difficult suburbs 
for council to consider are Devonport, North-
cote Point and Grey Lynn – areas with many 
old, intact houses.

The planning committee is making “prelim-
inary” decisions about the line it will take on 
the government-forced directive, which has to 
be notified by August 2022.

The 20,000-odd heritage homes in the city 
are being surveyed from the street, with each 
house getting a rating from one to six. Council 
is not envisioning “blanket” rezonings, but it is 
clear in some areas streets that only score me-
dium or below ratings will be allowed to have 
multi-unit and possibly multistorey dwellings.

Duguild said council needed to tread care-
fully and not risk protections “fought hard for” 
in the Auckland Unitary Plan hearings and 
included in special-character area overlays.

Much of the decision-making will centre 
around quantifying the most desirable and 
high-demand places in Auckland to live and 
their accessibility to transport routes, jobs, and 
services such as hospitals, schools, supermar-
kets, medical centres and the like.

Volcanic view shafts and special-character 
area protections will go some way to safeguard 
Devonport’s  older homes. The access difficul-
ties posed by the congested Lake Rd, and the 
increased pressure put on power, water and 
sewerage infrastructure may also be mitigating 
factors that impede higher-density zonings.

Councillors had mixed views over the 
process. Albert-Eden Puketāpapa Ward coun-
cillor Christine Fletcher said growth had been 
planned for in Auckland and the pressure put 
on council by the government to redo it all 
after the “pain” of the Unitary Plan was “just 
insane”. To expect the work to be done in such 
a short time was beyond belief, she said.

North Shore councillor Richard Hills said 
while some heritage should be protected, the 
need for housing in Auckland was extreme. If 
more homes were not allowed, the city would 
sprawl even further and young people and 
families would not be able to live in the city: 
renting or buying a home. Greater intensifi-
cation would also mean lower emissions – a 
key council policy.

Committee chair and North Shore council-
lor Chris Darby said the government directive 
had placed a huge strain on council resources. 
He stressed it was important to gain thorough 
evidence so councillors could make decisions 
that would deliver a “quality and enduring 
outcome”.

• A review of the key single-house zoning 
regulations is being conducted at the same 
time as work on the government intensification 
proposal. Height-to-boundary limits, site sizes 
and front-yard setbacks will be included in the 
review, the planning committee was told.

• From October to ear ly  2022: 
workshops with the Auckland Council 
Planning Committee, local boards and 
mana whenua.

• March or April 2022: engagement with 
Aucklanders on the process. 

• May and June 2022: more workshops  
to consider feedback from the public.

•  By 20 August 2022: public notification 
of the proposed intensification plan.

What happens next?
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rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Thursday 19 August 
Starting with a presentation at 2pm VILLAGE 

SHOWCASE

Call Mark on 445 0909 for more information

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport 

27
17

At Ryman we’ve been creating vibrant 
retirement communities for over 35 years, 
where everyone becomes part of the  
Ryman family.

We invite you along to our Village Showcase  
so you can see for yourself the lifestyle a 
Ryman village has to offer. 

Join us for a presentation at 2pm to learn 
more about our resident-friendly terms and 
guarantees, and take a tour of our stunning 
village and show apartments.

The afternoon will be wrapped up with 
refreshments in the village centre. 
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Another home on the Cheltenham beach-
front has erected signage stating surveillance 
cameras are operating. Although no laws are 
being broken, and I’m unsure of the camera’s 
range, many beachgoers would feel uncom-
fortable with the possibility of being recorded 
while they are unwinding on the sand. 

While the potential invasion of privacy is 
one issue, the signs are at odds with the casual, 
low-key environment the beach offers, and 
many would find them an affront to the Kiwi 
way we enjoy our leisure. People go to the 
beach to get away from the hassles of daily 
life, read a book, go for a swim, or contemplate 
Rangitoto in the distance. These kinds of signs 
are at odds with that ambience. Is this really the 
way we want to live in Devonport? 

Walking past the Ngataringa skate bowl on 
a sunny Sunday, it was a bit sad to see it being 
used by only one teenager.  The skatepark has 
been controversial since inception: firstly due 
to its comparatively isolated location, and re-
cently because of ongoing maintenance issues, 
including water pooling. Later on our walk, we 
cut through the golf course and observed the 
fencing going up where work will soon begin 
on the new pump track at Woodall Park, near 

the Devonport Squash Club and Gym.
On the edge of the pump track, next to the 

golf course, a thicket of scrubby trees could 
be thinned to make way for a new skatepark. 
It would be ideally placed next to the pump 
track and part of a developing sports hub at 
Narrow Neck. Wakatere Boating Club is on the 
water, and a beach-volleyball court has been 
established across the road in Woodall Park.
The Devonport Squash Club building hosts 
squash, and pilates, judo and jiu-jitsu classes. 
Council tennis courts and a basketball court 
attract strong usage next door. And the 18-hole 
Waitemata golf course backs on to the park. 

Golfers probably won’t be keen on a 
skatepark in the vicinity. But let’s think outside 
the square. What about parents completing a 
swift nine holes while their kids are within 
viewing distance at the skatepark or pump 
track? Relocating the skate park is an idea 
worth considering, particularly with the pop-
ularity of skateboarding bound to rise after its 
inclusion in the Tokyo Olympics. 

We printed one thousand extra copies of 
the last Flagstaff (30 July), which featured a 
special 12-page lift-out of the North Shore 
Rugby Club premier side’s North Harbour 
Championship win. 

I was pleasantly surprised that they zipped 
off stands, counters and various drop-off points 
around the village. We had requests for extra 
copies from readers wanting to send them to 
nanas, aunts and uncles and other relations 
around the country. This at a time when the pa-
per itself is online and the victory had produced 
heavy traffic on social media. Its seems many 
still want a physical record of a major event. 

Bound copies of the Flagstaff are held in the 
Devonport Library, National Library and Par-
liamentary Library. In 100 years, descendants 
of today’s players will be able to look back on 
the win and other Devonport news in a histor-
ical record. What will happen to photos posted 
on social media? Who said print was dead? 

The threat to Devonport’s heritage homes 
continued unabated last week, when Auckland 
Council’s planning committee received further 
advice from officers on government directives 
to intensify the city under its National Policy 

Statement on Urban Development. 
Some of the triggers for greater intensifica-

tion include access to jobs, education facilities, 
supermarkets, medical facilities and open 
space. Devonport’s access to Auckland via a 
10-minute ferry trip would mean it scores high-
ly using these criteria. While Devonport will be 
protected to some degree by special-character 
and volcanic-view-shaft and coastline over-
lays, there are no guarantees: certain streets 
will fall outside the benchmark heritage status 
in a soon-to-be conducted survey of all houses 
in the area, leaving some areas susceptible to 
rezoning for town houses, apartments or even 
multistorey blocks. 

Accessibililty is an interesting term used in 
reports, particularly when Devonport is viewed 
in the context of congested Lake Rd. It would 
be ironic if the much-maligned, clogged arterial 
carriageway can be used as a partial saviour of 
our heritage homes. 

Recently, I walked to the top of Takarunga 
with an old Kiwi friend back from Australia. 
Looking out over Devonport, I explained the 
current threat. He was aghast. “Who would 
want to lose any of these houses – they are 
magnificent.”

By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

Independent Financial Advice
Individuals and Businesses
Call me for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by Simon 
Watts MP, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

With Simon Watts MP for North Shore and guest Hon Scott  
Simpson MP, Spokesperson for Workplace Relations
 
Monday 16 August, 7.30am - 9am
Netball North Harbour, 44 Northcote Rd

Fair Pay Agreements Roadshow

northshore@parliament.govt.nz

Morning tea provided

LEARN TO COOK WITH US! 

TERM 3
FRIDAYS

3.30-4.30PM

cost: $297 (inc GST)

www.littlecooks.co.nz



August 13, 2021 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 9 



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 10 August 13, 2021



August 13, 2021 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 11 



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 12 August 13, 2021

A recent jumble sale at the Holy Trinity 
church hall was preparation for the start of a 
building project to turn the 1910 building in 
Church St into a more inviting and earthquake- 
proofed space. 

With the building consent process under-
way, the Anglican vicar of Devonport, Rev 
Charmaine Braatvedt, says the hope is to start 
work on an extension in late November, with 
a view to having the entire upgrade finished 
by late 2022 or early 2023. 

“The garage sale was fun. We managed to 
raise $2500 from bits and bobs we found under 
the stage,” she told the Flagstaff. 

While that is a drop in the bucket for a 
project expected to cost around $3.5 million, 
it helped empty out the hall and saw items 
such as unwanted candle-holders, pews and 
a rostrum find new homes.

Once completed, Braatvedt hopes the new 
space with updated kitchen facilities and a 
sunny lounge opening to the church grounds 
will better complement church activities and 
community bookings. Holy Trinity was a 
popular church to have weddings in, she said, 
but receptions could not currently be catered 
for. “So a one-stop here would be very nice.”

Her hope is that the long-planned project 
will modernise and solidify the connections 
between church and community. “It’s a really 
important taonga that we should preserve.” 

The hall’s front facade and some well-loved 
interior features, such as its raised stage, will 
be retained, but room added for people to 
socialise, along with much-needed office 
and meeting spaces and new toilets, would 
enhance its usability.  

Current users of the hall, including the 60s 
Up group and exercise-and-dance classes, 

will transfer to the church itself when building 
starts. This will include re-roofing, asbestos 
removal and repointing of exterior brickwork, 
as well as the modern conservatory-style 
skylit extension replacing the current ‘lean 
to’ extension. 

Over the years, the church hall has been 
used as a polling station and historically has 
hosted youth groups and social dances. “Many 
Devonport people met their partners here,” 
says Braatvedt. She hopes that once again, 
more younger people may be attracted to the 
building, one of the biggest gathering spaces 
in the area. “We’re really hoping we’ll be 
able to improve our ability to cater for them.” 
Soundproofing would be part of the design, to 
allow for people to play and listen to music. 

“I feel particularly strongly that the church 
needs to interact with the community, and the 
hall is a very good bridge.”  

The impetus for the hall project came after 
earthquake assessments done on church build-
ings in Devonport found that Holy Trinity and 
St Augustine’s church in Calliope Rd were 
below code. The wooden church itself – which 

dates to 1886 and replaced the first church 
built in 1856 – was found to be “absolutely 
fine”, said Braatvedt, but not so the other two 
brick buildings. A decision was made to focus 
necessary upgrade efforts on the hall. 

“We chose the hall over St Augustine’s 
because this was a community facility.”

St Augustine’s was sold, returning around 
$1.1 million to help fund the hall project. The 
former church is now a private residence, 
which Baatvedt said was being renovated to 
a very high standard. 

An appeal to parishioners raised around 
$850,000 in pledges over five years. The 
diocese also contributed and a grant was 
received from the Lotteries Board, but there 
is still a shortfall. The exact extent was not 
known because building costs had shifted and 
tenders had not yet been called for. However, 
Braatvedt said: “The project is definitely a 
goer and we’re excited and keen.”

She hopes the wider community might help 
kick in to remaining fund-raising, given the 
building’s landmark status and the plans to 
throw the doors open for wider use.

Holy Trinity’s community hall a step closer

Updating a landmark... an illustration of the planned new wooden 
extension to Holy Trinity church hall
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Imagine not knowing where you’ll sleep 
tonight. 

Fifteen per cent of Kiwi kids say their parents 
are “often or always worried” about making 
rent or mortgage payments; two per cent are 
seriously homeless, sleeping in vehicles, emer-
gency or temporary accommodation; 10 per 
cent of teens sleep in a garage or on the floor; 
and almost one third of high-school kids in the 
upper North Island are living in substandard 
housing.  

New Zealand, especially Auckland, is 
suffering a housing crisis so severe that the 

Human Rights Commission is getting the 
United Nations involved. We need to increase 
the supply of homes.

New developments are part of the solution. 
But these are slow and long-term solutions, with 
many significant hindrances like consenting 
and infrastructure roll-out.

 Urban intensification quickly creates healthy 
homes for Kiwis.

Devonport is a beautiful suburb, partly be-
cause of its “character” homes, but mostly be-
cause of its maunga, moana, beaches and parks.

I care for Devonport and I want to keep it 

beautiful. 
But even more than that, I want all of my 

fellow Kiwis to have healthy homes that they 
aren’t worried about losing.

I support intensification of Devonport, even 
at the cost of heritage. 

I especially support redevelopment of urban 
land currently occupied by old, unhealthy, and 
economically unviable homes. 

I stand against heritage-house advocates, 
because privileged nimbyism attacks my fellow 
Kiwis’ basic human rights to a healthy home.
Bevan Rudge

Letters

The Flagstaff of 30 July contains a letter by 
Brady Nixon on behalf of Bayswater Marina 
Holdings Limited (BML) in a response to 
previous articles and letters relating to the 
proposed marina-land development. Unfortu-
nately, many of the ‘answers’ either do not tell 
the full story or are simply a developer’s spin 
on the situation.

Firstly, let me say that I think I am speaking 
for a number of the community stakeholders 
when I say I am not against residential develop-
ment per se; it is only that the scale and design 
is inappropriate for a parcel of land which, 
under the Unitary Plan, should be primarily 
focused on providing facilities and amenity 
relating to the operation of a marina. It also 
requires access around the foreshore for public 
recreational activities.

Now to discuss the responses provided by 
Brady Nixon, in the order in which they were 
presented.

1. The plans that have been generally provid-
ed for public viewing are the ‘once-over-lightly’ 
plans, which show a housing development 
through the eyes and artistic talent of the 
promoter and retained consultants. As I have 
discovered, the devil is in the detail.

2. Thank you for clarifying the situation with 
regard to the berth licence for the existing ferry 
pier. However, your comment as to access by 
the public to the ferry pier is misleading. You 
say that BML has allowed public access to 
this pier as a goodwill gesture. However, the 
footpath to the pier is within the 15-metre 
Coastal Access Strip, which is registered as an 
encumbrance on the title and requires the owner 
to allow public access. There is nothing volun-
tary or philanthropic in relation to this access.

3. It is pleasing to see by implication in your 
response that BML is open to negotiation/
proposals to deal with the narrow strip of land 
between the Council-owned land and the future 
ferry wharf, which is a legacy aberration.

4. I agree the marina development is not 
required to provide facilities for public trans-
port – that is up to Auckland Transport (AT) to 
provide. At present, the central sealed area is 
utilised by AT for buses and car parks for ferry 
patrons. However, that will obviously not be 
possible if the development as proposed goes 
ahead, and AT will need to make provision for 
bus services, bus stops and public car parks 

within its own land. If this is insufficient for 
such public amenity, then it may be that AT 
will need to use the Public Works Act to secure 
sufficient land for its current and future needs 
to ensure that we have a robust transport node 
at Bayswater.

5. I have to repeat this response in its entirety 
to show, in my opinion, how misleading it is: 
“Regarding the boat ramp; the ramp is already 
located on an internal route corner and inter-
acts with vehicle traffic in a similar way to the 
proposed new development”. This is a lot of 
nonsense. At present, the boat ramp is adjacent 
to a wide open public car park. Just like the 
Takapuna ramp, there is ample room for car and 
trailer manoeuvres to undertake the preparation 
necessary prior to and after launching a boat. In 
the development proposal, the boat ramp will 
be adjacent to a tight, right-angled, one-lane, 
one-way bend with no room for boat manoeu-
vring or preparation at all. It will effectively be 
a total lane-blocker to all traffic trying to move 
within the complex.

6. It is agreed the Unitary Plan requires the 
provision of 20 boat and trailer car parks. I 
cannot understand how a fully qualified traffic 
engineer would ever design boat and trailer 
parking to be a parallel manoeuvre within a 
one-way street. Have you ever sat and watched 
people backing boat trailers at the Takapuna 
ramp, where there is ample space to manoeu-
vre? Even this can be sometimes hilarious to 
watch. Imagine one step further taking it to a 
single-lane one-way road and having to reverse 
a car and trailer into a parallel park, with a line 
of traffic waiting to get past.

7. I am pleased you brought up the issue 
of the purchase by BML in 2014, which I 
agree followed the letter of the law at the time. 
However, the process was overseen by inept 
politicians and administrators. A valuation 
of the land was undertaken some 18 months 
prior to the purchase, at a time when the land 
was still governed by the Environment Court 
decision that no residential development could 
be undertaken on the site. When it came closer 
to the purchase time, the Unitary Plan had al-
ready been put out for discussion, and this time 
around the Proposed Unitary Plan allowed for 
residential development. We were advised that 
a review of the valuation, by the valuer who un-
dertook the original valuation, was sought, and 

the advice given was that there was no change 
in value despite the proposed intensification. 
However, that could not have been the case, 
as the valuer who undertook the valuation had 
died in the interim. The purchase price was 
based on a valuation that only took account of 
the prior zonings, which restricted development 
to marina-related activities. Accordingly, in my 
opinion, the owner was able to purchase at a 
price well below market at the time.

8. Mr Nixon concludes by comparing the 
Bayswater Marina development to Vinegar 
Lane in Ponsonby. Because BML is employ-
ing the very best practitioners, he is confident 
that the project outcomes will be surprisingly 
good. Unfortunately, what has been discussed 
to date is only a very small part of the top layer. 
Delving deeper, the proposal is based on a strata 
title subdivision whereby the development will 
be largely sold by way of individual lots, with 
owners required to work on extremely small 
sites (less than 100 m²) to a prescribed format. 
However, imagine the congestion that will be 
created with cranes and pile drivers, trucks and 
other building paraphernalia and tradesmen 
working within a very confined area of narrow 
one- way streets. To reach bedrock, foundations 
will need to be driven or piled up to 12 metres 
below ground level.

The strata-title tenure, which Mr Nixon 
does not discuss, means that all of the BML 
Holdings land will be subject to control of a 
body corporate committee, who may or may 
not decide to create a gated community and 
prevent any vehicular access at all within the 
roading system, including access to the boat 
ramp. The foreshore is part of the common 
area under the control of the body corporate 
but supposedly open to the public as part of 
the foreshore reserve. Will the body corporate 
committee of the future happily pay for all the 
public facilities that are being offered as sweet-
eners under the current development proposal? 
I cannot imagine any body corporate would be 
that benevolent.

9. Mr Nixon’s concluding remark is that 
many people will miss out because of the huge 
demand already expressed for these apart-
ments. I suspect with all of the construction and 
other potential problems involved in this pro-
ject, those who miss out will be the lucky ones.
Brian Stafford-Bush

Marina firm’s letter did not tell full story

In support of intensification – even at the cost of heritage
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Sophie Merkens’ heart was stolen by the 
exotic tastes and tantalising smells in the 
Mexican kitchen where she was helping out 
as a schoolgirl. 

She was a Takapuna Grammar School 
exchange student in Oaxaca, far from friends 
and family, and on the life-changing journey 
that would turn her head. 

Food was her future, thought the teenage 
Merkens. Food, people and their cultures 
in faraway places would be her journey and 
her living. 

And 17 years later, Merkens can reel off 
a long list of people and their kitchens in 
different continents and remote corners of the 
world where she’s rolled up her sleeves and 
grown her considerable knowledge of food, 
ingredients and cultures – and how they can 
all go together to create memorable meals. 

To make it her life and her living, Merkens 
gained the education and skills that she’s put 
together to work as a photographer, food 
stylist, recipe developer and food writer – 
and to earn a crust while cooking up further 
adventures. All of it on a modest budget, 
occasionally enabled by pedal power. 

At home in Bayswater, Merkens talked to 

the Flagstaff as she was packing up for a stint 
of solitude in a cottage on Great Barrier Island, 
where she needs to turn  her latest food project 
into book form for a waiting publisher. 

“I figured I’d follow that image of the 
writer in exile, with no distractions, and just 
put myself somewhere I could just step off 
the world and work. And I’ve got an awful 
lot of editing to settle down and get stuck 
into,” laughed Merkens with her island-ferry 
departure looming. 

A bicycle, and of course the internet, she’d 
figured, would be her connection with the 
wider world while she works alone to make 
her deadline.

When the student Merkens came home to 
Bayswater from that first big trip, she wanted 
to get a degree and save some money before 
she could start travelling again. 

She was in her early 20s when she set off on 
her own for 18 months of exploring the kitch-
ens of Central and South America. Sometimes 
she had an idea of where she was headed, but 
other times she’d follow her nose, without 
the kind of cellphone contact travellers today 
often take for granted.  

“Volunteering took me to many places 

and into many kitchens,” says Merkens, 
who chose the budget traveller’s model of 
helping out wherever she was, in exchange 
for food and a place to live for a while before 
moving on.  

“It’s a very effective way to get directly 
connected to people and their cultures, and 
somehow I nearly always ended up in the 
kitchen. Luckily, I could speak a bit of Span-
ish. There have been other times when the 
language was a barrier. But I could still help 
and cut and chop and watch, and learn a great 
deal about cooking and culture that way.” 

As she moved around, Merkens was ce-
menting  recipes and ingredients in her head 
and taking many, many photos, for blogging, 
her website and storytelling later. 

In Peru, she was drawn into the kitchen of 
a Krishna community to learn more first-hand 
about their legendary food. 

“The people living in the community were 
mostly Peruvian, but weren’t all Krishna. I 
think the chef was Catholic. And Merkens  
says she learned a lot under instructions from 
that chef.

“They grew almost every ingredient. Being 
sent out into the huge garden for this or that 

Intrepid foodie turns her focus closer to home
Sophie Merkens has travelled the world, exploring food culture in faraway places. She tells 
 Helen Vause about her latest project, collecting New Zealand stories to work on a book.

Have van, will travel... Sophie Merken’s travels around New Zealand produced a wealth of material for 
her next book
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was a memorable experience. The tricky thing 
was that in this kitchen you couldn’t taste-test 
as you cooked because the first offering had to 
go to Krishna. So you had to be very careful 
to follow chef’s way.”

Next on her agenda – just as soon as she 
could fund it – was another journey, this time 
to Southeast Asia, to discover very different 
cultures and food. In Indonesia, she met a 
woman travelling solo on a “serious-looking” 
bike, carrying all her essentials, and staying 
with local families on her way. 

“That looked like me, I thought at the time,” 
she recalls. Mertens had never owned a bike 
and could have no idea what she might be in 
for. But joined by another intrepid friend, she 
pedalled off through Malaysia, Thailand and 
Vietnam over the following six months. 

“We had 20-dollar tents that weren’t 
waterproof, our sleeping mats were thinner 
than yoga mats, we didn’t even know how to 
change a tyre and we could only ride in the 
early hours because the heat would force us off 
our bikes.  We were fit when we finished but 
we look back and laugh about that trip now.”  

Delicious fare and stunning photo opportu-
nities aside, sustenance and heat exhaustion 
were often top of mind with the travelling 
foodies. Nevertheless, Merkens was also 
hooked on the prospect of cycling much 
further afield.

Europe beckoned for the next food journey, 
and many more kilometres were covered by 
pedal power. But soon enough, she found her-
self and a companion talking up venturing into 

Central Asia and “riding the ’stans”. And they 
were off on what would her most challenging 
trip, yet, riding across Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan. 
Over the rough roads, up to the Pamir High-
way – roof of the world – and down through 
valleys and villages, staying in yurts and often 
winding up in kitchens and getting amongst 
local food and people. 

Getting enough food to keep their energy 
up was again an issue, but riding the vast grass 
belt of the steppe, where nothing about the 
vista changed in two weeks, was a different 
sort of challenge again. They were often tired, 
hungry and cold – or hiding from the fierce 
sun. But there were so many memories made 
and, again, so many images captured. 

This year, she’s been rolling home regularly, 
back into Bayswater in her little campervan, 
Zephyr Florence, regrouping on the latest food 
project that’s taken her all over the country. 

Covid put paid to much of her commercial 
work doing food styling and image develop-
ment. And Merkens had a dream to explore 
food in her own country. 

She also wanted to meet women who were 
working at the source, hunting, gathering and 
growing – and to capture their stories.

She headed south in the late summer, right 
down to Stewart Island, then back up to ex-
plore the North Island to find the women and 
their stories that would make up the book with 
the working title Forage and Gather. 

Along the way, she met and photographed 
women divers who were gathering seaweed, 

and a single mother who was out on the 
weekend hunting deer and rabbits. She met 
a woman who’s been muttonbirding all her 
life, and she recorded the story of a woman 
keeping bees. 

She also met growers and, in the north, 
a specialist salt-maker. She talked to urban 
foragers in the city seeking out edible weeds, 
and to another beekeeper keeping her hives 
on the roof. 

“There are about 20 stories of many dif-
ferent women for the book,” says Merkens. 
“Some are top of their field, but some are 
hobbyists. It’s a something for everyone 
approach that anyone who is interested in the 
subject will identify with.”

The woman collecting edible seaweeds 
shared a simple recipe for a seaweed salad 
that Merkens passes on: “You just wash sea 
lettuce, give it a quick blanch in boiling water, 
drain it, tear it up and toss with a dressing of 
sesame oil, soy sauce, ginger and garlic, and 
top with sesame seeds. And it’s so healthy.”

This latest trip meant many months on the 
road. Her van was pretty slow on the hills, 
and some nights Merkens went to bed heav-
ily rugged up and wearing hats and socks to 
keep herself warm. But the trip exceeded her 
expectations.

“I was overrun with choices. I could have 
written a book full of great photos in every 
town. And I have absolutely fallen in love 
again with my own country. New Zealand is 
a wonderful place with so many people doing 
really interesting, innovative things.” 

DEVONPORT
DENTALCARE 445 0097

To our valued patients,
We are pleased to announce that  

Dr. Adeel Punjwani has joined as a new  
dental associate at Devonport Dental. 

He is from the North Island, with over 15 years 
of experience in providing personalised dental 

care to families in NZ and Australia. We are 
thrilled that he is now part of our clinical team. 

We are glad to say that  
Dr. Andrew Steele and Dr. Adeel Punjwani  

will both be practising at the surgery.

“Best Team in Dentistry”
and we hope to make you smile!

Our vision is to build the

Dr. Andrew Steele 
BDS Otago

Dr. Adeel Punjwani 
BDS MPH (UK) C-Implants (USA)
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NEW LISTING

Belmont 1/31 Alamein Avenue

4 1 2 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 26 Aug 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.30pm

Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480

kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

1950's special!

Take a step back in time to the 1950s and appreciate all that this solid and practical four-bedroom

family bungalow home offers. Once much-loved and now a deceased estate, this home represents

the Kiwi dream - and there is just so much potential to make this property great again. Perfectly set

up for families with three bedrooms and bathroom down one wing, and a parents' bedroom and

ensuite down another, the two meet in the middle with the living, dining and kitchen areas at the

hub. The front deck faces north, so too the front yard, which is private and provides plenty of grass

for children and pets. Located seaward-side of Lake Road, Belmont, so families can enjoy the perks

of living so close to Narrow Neck and other 'Shore' beaches. Stake your claim in Alamein - now!

bayleys.co.nz/1451333

bayleys.co.nz



August 13, 2021 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 17 

NEW LISTING

Narrow Neck 19 Hamana Street

4 4 3

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 2 Sep 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

Charles Bidwell 022 491 0510

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

The perfect backdrop for family fun

Set on a generous site with a west facing garden including superb outdoor entertaining and family

sized pool. Seamless indoor outdoor flow from a choice of three ground level living rooms and an

additional one overlooking the garden on the upper level. Four bedrooms with a choice of master

suites, great kitchen, three bathrooms and heaps of storage. This is a desirable family home in the

perfect location for schools for all ages, Narrow Neck beach and a choice of recreational facilities.

This is a very special home which has evolved over the years to cover every aspect of family

living.

bayleys.co.nz/1451337

bayleys.co.nz
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New bike pump track should open this summer 
Resource consent has been granted for the 

new pump track at Woodall Park, Narrow 
Neck, with construction hopefully starting in 
September. 

Landholder approval, changing the lease 
of the land from the Waitemata Golf Club to 
Devonport Rotary, iwi consultation and a final 
sign-off from the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board were all in progress, said Bob McGuigan, 
part of the Rotary team coordinating the project. 

The track will be built in two stages and it 
was hoped it will open around “Christmas or 
January… it will be there for the best part of 
summer,” McGuigan said. 

Rotary was delighted with the support it had 
recieved from the local board, particularly Toni 
van Tonder, Trish Deans and Aidan Bennett, 
along with local contractors and the wider com-
munity.  A recent information day was attended 
by around 100 people – many of whom are 
willing to help build the track. 

“The project is quite labour-intensive and 
we are planning a number of working bees,” 
McGuigan said.

The track would be relatively flat, with a 
couple of jumps. It would help get “kids off 
their PS4s” and provide a place where they 
could build confidence outdoors. 

On track...  Rotary’s Bob McGuigan outside the fenced perimeter of 
what will be a new pump track at Narrow Neck

Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
BRINGING OUT THE BIG GUNS

When some high-calibre All Black 
forwards turned up at the Devonport 
Naval Base recently, we were keen to 
show them a little bit of our fire power. 

Just days out from the first Bledisloe 
Cup match, Dane Coles, Brodie 
Retallick, Ethan Blackadder, Joe 
Moody and Scott Barrett got the full 
Base experience.   

The players visited the Damage 
Control School, had lunch in the 
Galley and were welcomed aboard 
the newly upgraded HMNZS Te Kaha 
by her Commanding Officer, 
Commander Brock Symmons. Touring 
a modern warship was an eye-opener 
for the ABs and they spent a lot of time 
looking around, interacting with the 
crew and posing for photos. 

At the end of their visit, they took the 
short cut back across the harbour to 
their hotel in a Navy RHIB.  

There certainly won’t be any short 
cuts taken on the field in the rugby 
series and we wish the team every 
success – particularly against our best 
mates on our port side. Kia Kaha. 

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.
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WorkSafe investigating after  
burns incident at Navy base 

Two face court after 
Devonport burglary
Two men were set to appear in the North 

Shore District Court this week after a burglary 
at a Lake Rd auto-repair business.

Around 3.45am on 27 July, police received 
reports of a break-in, and a stolen Toyota Hilux 
was seen leaving the site.

The vehicle was picked up on traffic cameras 
and monitored by the police Eagle helicopter. It 
was abandoned on Hillside Cres in Mt Eden and 
rolled down the street and off a bank. A stolen 
moped was also found in the vehicle.

Police said cordons were put in place and two 
men were arrested.

• A 35-year-old man is facing two counts of 
burglary and two counts of unlawfully taking 
a motor vehicle. A 33-year-old man has been 
charged with burglary, unlawfully taking a 
motor vehicle and driving while disqualified.

An accident that hospitalised a contract 
worker with serious burns after an electric 
shock at the Devonport Naval Base is under 
investigation by WorkSafe. 

On 23 July, the person was taken to the 
burns unit at Middlemore Hospital, after 
the shock occurred during building main-
tenance.

WorkSafe inquiries into the incident have 
led to a formal investigation, precluding further 
comment, a WorkSafe spokesperson said. 

WorkSafe investigations can take up to 
a year.

The New Zealand Defence Force said 
a Naval Occupational Safety and Health 
investigation was in progress.

The Navy spokesperson said the or-
ganisation was committed to continually 
improving safety management, and any 
results from the investigation would be used 
for improvements, if required.

On a weekly basis, around 1000 people 
inhabit the base – comprising uniformed 
Navy staff, civilian staff and contractors –  
with the number fluctuating due to various 
operational requirements.

The Defence Force spokesperson said 
on average 11 notifiable events, as defined 
in the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015, 
occurred per year at the base, “though they 
vary in seriousness and only a small propor-
tion have resulted in serious injury”.

Familiar figure on hand when childcare alumni return
Amanda Pratt has worked at Devonport 

Methodist Daycare for half of its 30 years, so 
at the centre’s birthday party last month she 
was a familiar face for many of the families 
who gathered to celebrate the milestone. 

In all, around 120 people got together to 
reminisce over afternoon tea. 

Among them was the founding centre 
manager, Pauline Fish, former and current 
teachers, and long-serving caretaker Dean 
Hyde. 

Differences noted included a striking new 
wall mural, based on Māori mythology and 
commissioned from Youth Arts New Zealand, 
an organisation that encourages young talent. 

The homely daycare, tucked under the 
church on the corner of Lake Rd and Owens 
Rd, is starting to see second generations of 
families enrol. 

Centre manager Pratt says it is gratifying 
when older children return who have gone 
through the daycare.  

Her own children, now 13 and 9, attended 
the centre, with her daughter still keeping in 
touch with several friends she made there. 

Demand for daycare on the Devonport pen-
insula is high, says Pratt, who fields inquiries 
about places most days. 

A national teacher shortage is a challenge, 

with not enough new ones being trained to 
make up for those leaving the sector. 

A boon for the centre is that seven of its 12 
permanent staff, along with regular relievers, 
have been there for five years or more. 

Aside from Hyde, who was there when 
Pratt started, carer Maria Lei is next in lon-

gevity of service, having clocked up more 
than 12 years.   

What parents want and what the centre 
aims to provide for children hasn’t changed 
hugely over the years, says Pratt. “We’re here 
to support the whanau and to ensure that they 
have a good day.” 

Readying children to head to school is key 
to the job, and so too understanding the juggle 
many parents face. 

While some government rules and reg-
ulations have changed, the centre’s fami-
ly-focused approach is still central to how it 
operates, Pratt says.  

The daycare is licensed for 60 children a 
day and has more than 75 families on its roll. 

On all but Fridays, it operates at full capac-
ity and has a waitlist. 

Although the demand for places would 
justify expansion, under regulations there is 
not enough outdoor space for extra children. 

What is there is cunningly maximised, 
wrapped around two sides of the building, 
but complemented by generous indoor space 
renovated in 2014. 

The trust that runs the centre is looking 
at further improvements and developing a 
strategic plan, says Pratt, with the aim for the 
daycare to be around for another 30 years. 

Welcome back... Amanda Pratt 
likes to see her former charges 
back at the Devonport Methodist 
Daycare

Invasion of the orange scooters
A flurry of orange e-scooters landed in Devonport last week, 

23 of them lined up in clusters at the intersection of King Edward 
Pde and Victoria Rd. 

They are part of an expansion by Singapore-founded e-scooter 
rental company Neoron Mobility, which announced that its move 
into the North Shore – with 200 extra scooters – would “provide ac-
cess to popular North Shore beaches, cafes and shopping precincts”.

The company, which also operates in Australia, the United King-
dom, South Korea and Canada, has had scooters in central Auckland 
since early 2020.  A trip costs $1 to unlock the e-scooter, then 45 
cents per minute, with longer-term subscriptions also available.

Road code orange... Neuron scooters 
awaiting riders outside Devonport Library
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Hauraki wins Brad Johnstone Challenge Shield

Making a run for it… Connor 
McAlister Wilby on the charge 
for Hauraki School in its match 
against Belmont Primary at 
Takapuna Grammar 

Hauraki School won the Brad Johnstone 
Challenge Shield last week with a four-
tries-to-three victory over Belmont Primary. 

It was a close-fought match with Belmont 
on attack in the final minutes, but Hauraki 
just held on to a narrow lead. 

Belmont started strongly, scoring the first 
two tries, but Hauraki scored the next three 
to lead three-two at half-time. 

The second half was split one try each – 
an indication of the evenness of the teams. 

The shield was established in 2013. Each 
school has now won  matches. No game 
was played in 2020, the year of Covid 
lockdowns. 

The match was played on Takapuna 
Grammar’s main rugby field.

Hauraki coach Aaron Baskerville said the 
game was a way of cementing links with 
Takapuna Grammar and the North Shore 
Rugby Club.

Brad Johnstone, a former All Black, 
played more than 100 games for North 
Shore. 

At the end of the match, the teams joined 
together to sing the North Shore  club song: 
The Pride of the Union. One dad said he 
hoped no Takapuna players were there. 

Balance and Stability 
Fall-Prevention Group Training 

Stop holding yourself back – make a change today

Contact Janet to find out more and enrol today:  
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com or phone  021 101 9695

multisportphysio

Sarah Meale, multisport physio, along with Janet 
Klee, REPS-registered personal trainer, brings you 
innovative and results-driven training in a group 
environment. 

Group Training utilises a variety of functional 
resistance exercises and combines them with  
balance-and-stability conditioning, to give a total-
body workout – with the emphasis on stability and 
balance.

You will improve muscle tone and strength, core 
stability and balance. All achieved in a highly 
motivating and enjoyable group environment. 

So, grab a friend and try our group training now!

Devonport 
Squash Club Gym

(situated 69 Wairoa Road, 
Narrow Neck Beach) 

Monday & Thursday: 
11:00am 

6 WEEKS  
2 x 45 minute  

sessions weekly 

All ages and levels 
welcome. 
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North Shore Rugby Club premiers flanker 
Donald Coleman is its player of the year.

This has been something of a break-
through year for Coleman, who  was recently  
named in the North Harbour Mitre 10 squad.

Shore’s North Harbour premiership-win-
ning side was named team of the year at the 
club’s recent prizegiving, which was MCed 
by club captain Chris Tankard and club 
stalwart Simon Gundry in their distinctive 
green-and-white suits.

Prizewinners were:  Coughlin Cup, U85 
player of the year (selected by team man-
agement) Ben Casey; Tyrone Robertshaw 
Memorial Cup, U85 players’ player of the 
Year (selected by the team), Conor O’Toole; 
Chapman Cup, U19 player of the year, 
Sam Davies; James Evans Memorial Cup, 
most-improved U19 player and dedicated 
trainer, Lomano Crichton-Kolo; John Kib-
blewhite Memorial Cup, U21 player of the 
year, Miller Hazelman; John Boys Memorial 
Cup, most improved U21 player and dedi-
cated trainer, Kisione Cocker-Valu; Albion’s 
Trophy, Premier 2 player of the year,  Grant 
Thompson; Gary Dell’Isola Memorial Cup, 
Premier 2 player with most dedication to 
team spirit and training, Augustin Delle 
Donne; D.D. Coleman Cup, club’s most 
successful goal kicker, Moriki Read; Doug 
Hopkins Memorial Cup, front rower with the 
greatest potential, Sam Davies; Murray Jones 
Memorial Cup, Premier 1 player of the year, 
Donald Coleman; Hinchco Cup, players’ 
player of the year, Sione Teu; Paul Thomp-
son Memorial Cup, coach of the year, Frano 
Botica, Shaun Morrisey and Rua Tipoki; Bill 
Laurie Memorial Cup, team manager of the 
year, Mark Nola; Spencer Buchanan Memo-
rial Cup, supporter of the year, Raymond and 
Sharon Yeung; Alice Shaw Cup, outstanding 
commitment to the club, Willie Remuera; 
Pitcairn Rosebowl, club’s most promising 
player, AJ Frost; Napier Shield, team of the 
year, Premiers.

North Shore Rugby celebrates golden year 

Leading light... North Shore player of the year Donald Coleman (right) 
with club president Sir Wayne ‘Buck’ Shelford 

It’s a wrap… North Shore premiers captain Alex Woonton, alongside 
Shelford, with the Napier Shield for team of the year, with MCs  
Chris Tankard (left) and Simon Gundry in the background 

North Shore Player of the Year… 
Donald Coleman in action in the 
North Harbour Premiership final 
against Takapuna 
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It was a gold medal but not as you know 
it – a group of Devonport retirees are the 
fastest-walking Ryman residents in New 
Zealand.

Across Australia and New Zealand, 700 
Ryman residents signed up to compete 
in the Olympics@Rymans walking relay, 
swimming, cycling, bowls and quizzing. 

The William Sanders village walking-re-
lay team – Eric and Glynne Cockerton, 
Peter Stewart, Janice Letica, Sherilyn 
Hurman and Clive Sinclair – were more 
than four minutes faster than their closest 
competitors. They clocked in at 3:01:33 over 
21.6kilometres, and had an average pace 
of 7.13km/h. The average person walks at 
around 5-6km/h.

“Everyone just erupted with the news of 
the gold medal,” said team captain Glynne 
Cockerton. 

“There was so much hugging and jumping 
around that it took a while for everyone to 
settle.”

In total, 30 Ryman villages fielded teams 
in the walking-relay event.

“I think the secret to our success was that 
we were all so supportive of each other, 
both on the day and during practice time. 
We accepted that we may not win, but it 
had been fun having a go,” Cockerton said. 

“The best outcome for us is that we 

have made lovely new friends with people 
we would probably never have connected 
with, apart from a wave across the lounge 
in passing.”

William Sanders’ other Olympics star, 
swimmer Suellen Wilkins, came agonisingly 
close to a medal, finishing fourth by half a 
second.

She was feeling confident following her 
last swim, after training six days a week 
in the lead-up and “trying to not have any 
wine, which is hard in a retirement village, 
especially at happy hour”.

The former Papua New Guinea swim rep-
resentative – who met her husband Phil, once 
a Fiji representative, through swimming 
– completed her final 30m breaststroke at 
the William Sanders pool in 35.10 seconds.

After the race, Wilkins said there had 
been a lot of effort put into the event. “The 
support’s been absolutely amazing.”

Coordinator Mary-Anne Stone said Olym-
pics@Ryman had fostered connections be-
tween villages and brought people together.

The winners received their medals at a 
ceremony on Sunday 8 August.

Ryman’s Devonport walkers fastest of 30 teams 

Golden speedsters... (from left) Clive Sinclair, Sherilyn Herman, Glynne Cockerton, Eric Cockerton, Janice 
Letica and Peter Stewart won gold in the Ryman Olympics walking event

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz
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Garden waste, General waste, Recycling,  
Landscape supplies and Reuse shop

DEVONPORT COMMUNITY
RECYCLING CENTRE

27
LAKE RD

09 445 3830

MON: CLOSED   |   TUES-FRI: 8AM–4:30PM   |   SAT-SUN: 9AM–4.30PM

WWW.DEVONPORTRECYCLING.CO.NZ

Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

• Restore
• Repair
•  Retrofit 

double glazing“�I�would�heartily�
recommend�their�
service�and�their�
expertise.”�
David,�Belmont

The new president of the Stanley Bowling 
and Petanque Club wants the club to be about 
more than sport.

A group of members gathered at the club 
recently to start planting natives on its one-
acre site on Stanley Point Rd.

Club president Sarah Ley-Bucherer said 
“it seemed absolutely essential to have 
something to try and encourage birds and 
the eco-corridor”. 

Some of the low-growing native plants 
will act as a mat and also mean less mowing, 
she said. 

“We’ve got this huge amount of land and 
we’re enjoying playing petanque, and it’s a 
lovely petanque area. But in fact we need to 
do a lot more looking after the land and the 
native plants.” 

The club has operated on the site for more 
than 100 years, with the petanque terrain 
added in around 1990. “But so many people 
don’t know we’re here,” Ley-Bucherer said. 
She wanted to see the club integrated more 
into the community. “It would be such a good 
teaching area for children to come and learn 
their plant natives.

“We can’t exist if we’re just a bowls-and-
petanque club, and anyway, that’s boring.”  

Lance Cablk of the Restoring Takarunga 
Hauraki (RTH) group, which provided the 
plants, said part of the planting was also 
forward-planning for sea-level rise along the 
coastline. This was also an important habitat 
for birds such as the secretive spotless crake.

Gordon Brodie, chair of RTH’s steering 
committee, said there were areas of grass all 
around the peninsula that were just mown 
and could be put to better use. 

“They don’t do anything for anyone 
really. It would be a beautiful habitat for 
native birds. 

“The more native plantings we can do, it’s 
just going to encourage the birdlife.”

Bowls club embraces a different kind of green

Bowling up... (from left) Pat MacShane, club president  
Sarah Ley-Bucherer and Jean Parley got stuck into planting  
at the Stanley Bowling and Petanque Club 
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Achieving an outstanding result, all comes down to choosing the right people!

For extensive experience and knowledge when selling your home, engage The EK Group 
and benefit from their unrelenting energy and commitment to excellence. 
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209 Gills Road Albany Heights

21 Messenger Road Stillwater

53 Lynton Masters Lane Coatesville

5/37 Clifton Road Takapuna
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Be ready to join one of the premier value locations on Auckland’s North Shore. With a 
wealth of prestigious homes gracing its borders, the immediacy to the golden sands of 
Takapuna Beach, considered to be one of Auckland’s best, Number 3/37 is one smart 
move with its great bone structure, laid-back layout and classic 1970’s architecture 
with a modern interpretation. The street-side view gives away little of the grand 
proportions showcased inside; this home is all about entertaining and family. 
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Welcome to Number 209. You have arrived at excellence. Architect Mark Wilson had 
a vision. To inspire and create a family environment where you feel privileged, where 
your home is special and unique. Designed with a strong aesthetic and setting a 
new benchmark, the calibre on display is clearly evident the moment you arrive. This 
European-inspired solid masonry grand-scale residence situated on 4000sqm2 offers 
you an experience; the grace and taste of Europe and then some. 

So rare, private and unique, Number 21 is pure distilled countryside living at its best 
with an elegance and natural charm that is in a world class of its own. An estate worthy 
of merit and distinction with undeniable appeal, this Tuscan inspired residence is an 
absolute haven for fabulous family living with the bonus of a separate self contained, 
well appointed lodge. This spectacular residence presents a key turning opportunity  
to make it your own and enjoy all the benefits this established estate offers.

Every so often, an exceptional residence is offered to the market. Number 53 is such 
an offering. A distinctively architectural masterpiece, a place of relaxation, a place to 
escape the ordinary within the beautiful confines of New Zealand. Beautifully built 
with definitive harmony and balance, Number 53 offers elegance, style and versatile 
design and would be a privilege to call home. We invite you to take ownership of this 
private and tranquil way of life.

Prized investment or luxury residence with grandstand views over crystal clear  
waters – like the rarity and increased demand along with dwindling supply of a blue 
diamond, this exceptional opportunity is like no other. This prestigious clifftop home 
resides in a premier location with uninterrupted water views of the Hauraki Gulf and 
Takapuna beach, prime seats for only the exclusive few. Sophisticated, international-
style living has no better expression.
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and benefit from their unrelenting energy and commitment to excellence. 
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          Kim and Eden were fantastic 
agents to work with, both on the side 
of a purchaser as well as when we 
were the vendors. Their energy, expert 
knowledge of the market, and ability 
to connect with buyers really stood 
out. They had great advice and style 
in presenting the property for sale, 
as well as personally investing their 
time and furnishings to ensure the 
house looked amazing. The extensive 
marketing campaign was on point and 
covered areas that we hadn’t initially 
considered. Kim and Eden worked 
very hard to make sure no stone was 
unturned during the campaign and 
kept us informed with good direction 
at all times. Their professionalism, 
communication and personable style 
are top level and we thoroughly 
enjoyed the process of working with 
them. We would highly recommend 
Kim and Eden and would not hesitate 
to use them again.

The EK Group.  
Bespoke.  
Real Estate.

Kim Pausina  I  021 201 7488
Eden Thomson  I  021 790 552
ekgroup@raywhite.com
theekgroup.co.nzDevonport Real Estate Limited Licenseed (REAA 2008)

Helen & Mark Fulcher
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Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS AUG 13, 2021

From The Peninsula –  
Showcase of Student Artwork

Takapuna Grammar School Ball 2021

From The Peninsula 2021, at the Lake 
House Arts Centre, will showcase the 
artwork of nine schools from the Devonport-
Takapuna peninsula from years 1 to 13. The 
participating schools are: Takapuna Grammar, 
Belmont Intermediate, Devonport Primary, 
Belmont Primary, Vauxhall School, Hauraki 
School, Wilson School, Bayswater School and 
Stanley Bay School.

Seven of the schools participating in this 
show belong to the Devonport-Takapuna 
Kãhui Ako (Community of Learning). A Kãhui 
Ako is a group of schools that work together 
to help students achieve their full potential. It 
sets shared goals, or achievement challenges, 

based on the particular needs of its children 
and young people.

This biennial exhibition, now running for a 
third time, continues to create a visual focus 
and identity for the Devonport-Takapuna 
Kãhui Ako. It gives its ãkonga the experience 
of displaying their artwork in a public space; 
for many of our young participants it will 
be their first taste of being part of a public 
art event. The show will feature a range of 
different types of media and art disciplines.

From The Peninsula 2021 will run from 
24 August until 11 September. There will be 
a community celebration on Saturday 28 
August from 1pm to 3pm.

Our school ball was held at the end of last term. The theme was ‘A Night at the Oscars’  Enjoy these photos from this wonderful event.
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Lexel Systems is looking for two Service 
Desk Analyst in Albany Auckland.  A multiple 
award-winning business, in 2020 alone 
Lexel won Customer Value Award at the 
Reseller News Innovation Awards and was 
highly commended as Microsoft’s Modern 
Workplace & Security Partner of the Year. 
As a result of business growth, we currently 
have two vacancies for Service Desk 
Analysts/Senior Service Desk Analysts. 
Working within the wider team, you will 
provide support to Lexel’s clients across a 
huge variety of platforms and applications.
To be considered, you will have commercial 
experience in a service desk or user support 
role within an enterprise environment, 
skilled in supporting users across a range 
of technologies. Any previous experience 

within an IT service provider would be 
advantageous.
Technical Skills
•  Outstanding communication skills, 

self-motivation and a customer centric 
approach

•  ITIL understanding / Foundation 
certification

•  Sound analytical and problem solving 
abilities and good attention to detail

•  Technical proficiency in Microsoft 
desktop and applications support; with 
a working knowledge of Active Directory 
and Windows; and a basic knowledge of 
networking, server and/or Citrix

•  Flexibility and a willingness to work on 
shifts

Service Desk Analyst 

What’s in it for you?
Lexel pays competitive salaries and offers the opportunity to join a fast growing, innovative 
and dynamic organisation where you will be actively encouraged to develop your career 
as an industry professional. Be part of our brand new Service Desk Showcase, learn 
multiple tools and technologies. We offer, onsite parking, very real career development 
opportunities.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Receptionist
Our Ear Health Devonport clinic requires an 
experienced receptionist/administrator.   
This role is a full-time permanent position 
— 8.30am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday. 
No weekend or shift work.
Requirements:
•  2-3 years reception/administrative 

experience preferably in a medical field.
•  A strong customer service ethic and 
impeccable communication skills

•  Well presented and reliable with a bright 
and positive attitude

•  The ability to work under pressure
•  Excellent typing and computer skills and 

familiar with Microsoft Windows 
•  Motivated with a can-do attitude
•  The ability to work as part of a team
We can offer you a competitive hourly rate 
and a great working environment for the 
candidate meeting the requirements.

Please email your CV and one page 
cover letter to: robyn@earhealth.co.nz 

Applications close  
Monday 16 th August 2021

New Zealand
OPERATED

OWNED &

PART TIME & SCHOOL HOURS

QUALIFIED
SWIM

INSTRUCTORS

 

DEVONPORT
PRIMARY

OTHER 
SCHOOLS

3 - 6PM
Mon - Fri

9am-1:30/3pm
Mon - Fri

Please send CV to:

skillz4life@gmail.com

TERM 4 2021 - TERM 1 2022

Chocolate Packer 
/ Kitchen hand 

We have a position available for a 
chocolate packer/ kitchenhand. 
This role involves packing 
chocolates, hand foiling chocolates, 
wrapping tablets and dishwashing. 
You will need to have manual 
dexterity and a fine attention to 
detail. 
The hours vary between 7.30am- 
4.00pm and at busy times we break 
into two shifts. 
We pay the Living Wage $22.10  
per hour.

To apply, please send your CV  
and covering letter to:  

severitt@devonportchocolates.co.nz
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Wednesday 25 August, 10am

RAY DAVIES
RYMAN HEALTHCARE PRESENTS A MORNING  WITH

Please RSVP to Mark on 445 0909 to secure your place  

WILLIAM SANDERS RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Join us for a morning with Ray as he shares the story of what 
it took to win the 2021 America’s Cup, leadership, innovation, 
people and teams, and coming back from adversity.

Ray has been professionally sailing for over 23 years, spending 
most of those with Team New Zealand in a variety of roles 
including strategist, tactician, helmsman, designer and coach.

Followed by morning tea this event is not to be missed!
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
•  Devonport sewer repairs have cost          $16 

million over two years – but there is still 
no evidence that the work has been a 
success.

•  Takapuna Grammar School is battling 
to recover $80,000 in unpaid sporting 
and optional-subject fees. However, the 
school has backed down from a threat 
to ban students from social events if their 
compulsory school fees are not paid.

•  Cash-strapped Devonport Business 
Association is baulking at paying the 
$2500-$3000 yearly power bill for under-
verandah lighting.

•  Max Thomson wins an inaugural Devonport 
Junior Chess Tournament at the Devonport 

Community House, organised by Felicity 
Timings.

•  North Shore City Council is investigating 
walking-school buses, to discourage 
parents driving their kids to school. 

•  Angry Devonport residents send 
conservation minister Sandra Lee more 
than 1000 postcards asking her to retain 
the 20-metre coastal-access strip at 
Bayswater Point.

•  A dog in the Ngataringa area is killing pet 
rabbits.

•  Colourful Devonport character Su Fippard, 
known for her bright-pink hair, is exhibiting 
paintings at the Depot Artspace. 

 • Three Devonport swimmers, Marjo 

Thomas, Sarah Gillanders and 45-49 
age-group, 50-metre backstroke, world 
record holder Dix Ozier, qualify for the 
World Masters Swimming Games in 
Christchurch.

•  John Little, David Ashby and Ross Parlane 
are made North Shore Cricket Club life 
members. Parlane was a long-time cricket 
umpire.

•  North Shore United Football Club plays a 
crunch match against Eastern Suburbs, 
to keep its hopes of promotion to the 
Northern Premier League alive. 

•  Suzanne Lynch, one of the legendary 
two-woman 1960s group The Chicks, is 
the Flagstaff interview subject.

Former TGS student Emma Eaglen wants 
her readers to take hope and resilience from 
her memoir of being a young widow.

Eaglen’s husband, Andrew Porteous, was 
diagnosed with Stage 4 oesophageal cancer 
in 2016, aged 33. After the cancer spread to 
his brain, he died in February 2018.

“When he was diagnosed, my son was 
just two weeks old,” Eaglen said. “I started 
writing little bits at the time about how I was 
feeling, because it’s such an overwhelming 
experience.”

Three years  on f rom Porteous’s 
death, Eaglen has self-published a book, 
Moonshadow. The title comes from the Cat 
Stevens song, but also represents that the 
moon is a witness to all that takes place.

“The big part is that it’s all about hope – it 
doesn’t emit its own light. It sees the sun and 
lets us know dawn will rise.”

Eaglen said the experiences of young 
widows are often foreign to the rest of society 
and she wanted to help others going through 
the same thing.

“It’s [also] partly because I just had this 
yearning to get it out.

“It feels really vulnerable and it feels 
really scary.

“I’ve had some really positive responses 
from other young widows, saying, ‘Do it; our 
stories need to be told.’ ”

Losing her husband while raising her two 
young children – Lauren, now seven, and 
Martin, now four – was “very, very difficult”.

Eaglen grew up in Devonport, and her 
father, Andrew, was a long-time local-body 
politician serving on both the North Shore 
City Council and Devonport Community 
Board. She has lived in Castor Bay for around 
10 years and said the neighbourhood had 
been an amazing support through Porteous’s 
illness.

“On one hand, the book is, I guess, quite 
deep and difficult. It can be quite an emotional 
read.” But Eaglen tried to be as honest as 
possible, and “I feel like it’s realistic.”

The memoir was not written to be 
published, but after reading it her family 

New chapter... Emma Eaglen and her two children, Lauren (7)  
and Martin Porteous (4)

convinced her to do so, Eaglen said. 
The experience of early widowhood was 

“so outside of the normal experience that 
people have” that it isn’t talked about. 

“I think that’s a huge part of being a 
widow. It is so removed from the everyday.”

Porteous, who died at North Shore 
Hospice aged 34, spent his last weeks 
battling for insurance so his wife and 
children could be comfortable after his death. 
It was a complicated case.  

Porteous was made redundant as part of 
a post-buyout restructure at the company he 

was working for. He delayed starting a new 
job as he tried to get on top of his health. The 
insurance company argued that he stopped 
working due to redundancy, not illness. The 
case has since been settled.

Eaglen held a launch for friends and 
family that boosted her confidence, she said. 

“I think it is about being able to move 
forward with hope, and about being able to 
move forward with resilience. 

“I think that’s what I want the takeaway 
to be.”

• Moonshadow is available on Amazon.

Memoir traces young widow’s journey through grief 
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience
www.scapetech.co.nz

scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Big City Drainage
& Plumbing

dan@allaspects.co.nz

Professional Quality Service
• Gasfitting • Certifying/Licensed
• Digger Hire • Plumber/Drainlayer
• All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

0800 143 051 or mob 021 119 3227

Trades & Services

20% off
shutters

35c Constellation Drive,
Mairangi Bay

Ph: 09 476 9102

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties

CONTACT US AT  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd DESIGN AND BUILD NZ

Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID

Specialising in all aspects of  
Wall and Floor Tiling and  
Under-tile Waterproofing

Carried out and certified by local  
tradesman of 24 years’ experience 

FREE QUOTES 

Contact Doug 021 187 7852 
or 09 446 0687 or email 
calpremtiling@gmail.com 

Caledonian 
Premier 
Tiling Ltd. 

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

ROOF PAINTING 
SPECIALIST
•  We use quality paint  

Resene or Dulux

•  All work guaranteed 
for 10 years

•  Qualified for NZ Safety 
Heights & Harness Licence 
and Boom Lift Licence etc

•  $1M+ Liability insurance cover 

•  We take photos of progress

Text/call Justin: 
021 234 1414
www.jkartpaint.co.nz

JK 
ART PAINT

Trades & Services

HAYDEN & KAYLA CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Email: devoautocentre@gmail.com

1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Family owned and operated since 1999

Full Servicing • Repairs
W.O.F • Wheels/Tyres
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Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

Professional Services

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Call Steve Gustasson on 021 345 694
steve@naturalgardens.co.nz
www.naturalgardens.co.nz

Garden design and construction
Whether you are planning a garden refresh of 

a full renovation, we believe in creating gardens 
that are personal, purposeful and beautiful

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Xero, MYOB, GST, Payroll

www.ljbass.co.nz
info@ljbass.co.nz

027 331 3164

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Helen Michell 
RESIDENTIAL SALES

Old school  
extra-mile  
service and  
tip top results,  
time after time

Ph 021 210 3228 / 09 487 0210
E: helen.michell@bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

CONOR & SWIGGER  
REUNION CONCERT
Saturday 21 August, 7:30pm 

Harmony Hall, 4 Wynyard St, Devonport 
Be sure to attend this highly entertaining  

evening with Conor & Swigger of the original  
Dogs Bollix Band. Including Dave Hartly on base, 

plus special support act, Terry Free.
Tickets $20 contact: johndavynz@gmail.com

PRELOVED CLOTHING SALE  
& FAMILY FUN DAY

Sunday 22nd August 9:00am - 1:00pm. 
Takarunga Playcentre, 1/26 Kerr Street 

Nau Mai, Haere Mai! Takarunga Playcentre warmly 
invites you all to come along to their famous annual 

Preloved Clothing Sale! This year with the  
added bonus of fun activities for the tamariki,  

including a kids market, facepainting, story time, 
obstacle course, and more! Phone: 027 880 2749 

Email: takarunga@playcentre.org.nz  
INTERGENERATIONAL MEET UPS

Mondays, 3:30pm - 5pmish, fortnightly, Devonport 
Intergenerational Meet-Up sessions are a fun, 

informal opportunity for young and young at heart 
to share skills, and develop communication and 
understanding between the different generations.  

Attendance is free/casual.  
For more info, contact Wendy: proco@xtra.co.nz

HŌTOKE/WINTER FUN  
TAMARIKI PLAY 

Tuesdays, 9:30am–11:00am 
The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont 

For children aged 0-5, Tamariki Play sessions  
are a time to play with big toys, be active and make 
new friends.  The free, casual attendance sessions 
are the perfect way to keep little ones active and 

socialised during the colder, wetter months.   
Caregiver supervision is required.
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ACCOMMODATION

Self contained, private 
apartment, fully fur-
nished and equipped in 
shared family home. 
Suit a single person 
or a couple. Handy to 
Devonport amenities/
buses/ferry services etc.  
C o n t a c t  C o l i n  a t  
ba lgray@xtra .co .nz 

ACCOMMODATION

Devonport Vil lage. 
Anne St.  Short stay ac-
commodation - 1 to 3 
months.  available from 
September 10th  2-bed-
room, fully-furnished 
including linen  Quiet 
and private two-storey 
apartment with own en-
trance.  Suit business 
couple or small family.  
$650 per week includes 
water & internet.  Con-
tact Craig: 027 299 2172.
Flat for rent: 3 month, 
term extension by mu-
tual agreement, 2DBR 
furnished, beach access, 
ROW, very quiet plus ex-
cellent storage. Contact 
027 425 3008.

ACCOMMODATION

Narrow Neck – 5 min-
utes walk to the beach. 
Single level holiday ac-
commodation or short 
stay 1 to 3 months. Fully 
furnished and self-con-
tained 2 bedrooms, plus 
carpark. Includes power, 
water, internet, and a 
weekly clean and lin-
en change. Suit busi-
ness couple or small 
family. Contact Jane –  
021 735 263.

FOR SALE

Black and Decker elec-
tric mower, cord and 
transformer $120; Sharp 
Microwave $35 both 
ex.cond. 027 303 9364.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Join the Devonport 
Squash Club’s social 
squash  n ight  every 
Thursday from 7-9pm 
at our Narrowneck club. 
Beginners are welcome. 
We have racquets you 
can borrow at no charge 
and there is no obliga-
tion to join the club. 69 
Wairoa Road, Narrow 
Neck.

SERVICES OFFERED

Complete home main-
tenance by perfectionist 
boat builder/builders. In-
cluding rotten windows, 
doors, weather boards. 
Exterior/interior. Call 
Duane 027 488 5478.
Need someone to feed 
your cat and other pets at 
your home while you’re 
away? I love animals and 
would love to help you! I 
am 10 years old and live 
in Devonport. I charge 
$5 per visit. Each visit 
I feed your pet and can 
play with them for about 
10-15 minutes each visit 
if they are comfortable 
with me. I also send you 
pics of them so you don’t 
miss them too much! I 
always visit with one of 
my parents. Devonport 
only please! Text/call: 
021-270-7677.

TUITION

Mathematics Tuition 
Available for years 9 
to 13 by a retired maths 
teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.

WANTED

Cars Wanted Cars Vans 
4x4s Utes Trucks 24/7 
Cash paid 0800203060
Devonport commercial 
property wanted to buy. 
Owner occupier seeks 
premises. No agents, 
strictest confidence.  
021 433 535.

Classifieds

SHOWROOM:  96 Hillside Rd,  Glenfield

Email: design@neo design.co.nz     

Beautiful kitchens. Made in New Zealand. Built to last

www.neodesign.co.nz

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY

design“Call us for a free consultation”

 Phone 09 443 4461

If you’re planning a new kitchen, visit our website, and use our big selection of completed kitchen projects for inspiration and ideas. 
Whatever your taste - traditional, modern or minimal - we design, make and install beautiful kitchens right here in Auckland. With 
30 years in custom joinery, and our 10 year guarantee, you can be sure we’ll exceed your expectations.

Support your 
paper for the  
price of a cup  
of coffee.

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

Letters to the Editor
Letters are welcome. 

Please limit to 300 words on 
Devonport-related topics. Nom-de-
plumes or submissions without a 
name will not be printed. Email to 
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz or 

post to Devonport Flagstaff,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 
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kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Thoughtful 
design paired with 
exquisite materials.

Visit one of our showrooms today. 

Takapuna 3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 379 3084

Think about the long term – your new kitchen 
should be designed to outlive current fads and 
trends, and built to withstand the rigours of 
family life. 

We all love our kitchens, and so we should. 
Without overstating their role in our lives, the 
kitchen is the single-most important room in 
the home, not only helping to nourish us on a 
daily basis, but also acting as the social hub of 
the family and the focal point of activity when 
entertaining. 

It’s no surprise, therefore, that when it 
comes to replacing a kitchen, we spend an 
inordinate amount of time on our devices 
researching, long evenings sitting on the 
sofa buried in brochures and magazines, and 
countless lost weekends in the car driving to 
every conceivable showroom, poring over 
everything from taps to tiles, and sinks to 
splashbacks.

However, over and above the mammoth 
task of whittling down the myriad options 
of its constituent parts, the fundamental 
decision you have to get right is settling on 
a kitchen design that’s going to work well for 
you and your family. Without good design, 

everything else is just a collection of stuff, says 
Kitchens By Design’s Richard Cripps. And he’s 
right. 

“Your kitchen is going to outlive any trends 
that are currently floating around, so you need 
to think carefully about that. Don’t get too 
caught up in trends that are happening right 
now,” he says. “Focus on the design. Design 
is your single-most important consideration. 
Get the design right and everything else will 
usually fall into place – so it’s vitally important 
to engage a designer who fully understands 
your specific circumstances.”

At its Takapuna-based showroom, Kitchens 
By Design has three qualified and certified 
designers who not only have the relevant skills 
and experience in designing kitchens, but also 
have a current and comprehensive knowledge 
of products, hardware and materials.

“Classic design lines, whether they’re 
traditional or modern, will stand the test of 
time,” says Richard. “That doesn’t necessarily 
mean you have to go with an uninteresting 
or boring design – just be mindful that you’ll 
probably be looking at your new kitchen 
every day for the next 15 years.” 

“If you want to have a bit of fun with the 
design and the colour, choose parts of the 
kitchen that can easily be changed out in 
years to come – pendant lighting, tapware, 
drawer and cupboard handles, etc – but at 
the same time choose carefully the big-ticket 
items, such as your benchtops and cabinetry 
style.”

No matter what stage of life you’re at 
– a young couple with no kids yet, forty-
somethings with a couple of teenagers in tow, 
or empty nesters contemplating retirement – 
things are going to change. So, when you’re 
weighing up the wants and needs for your new 
kitchen, don’t get too bogged down agonising 
over the latest appliances, benchtop materials 
or fancy tiles. Go and talk to a qualified 
designer, who will help to future-proof your 
kitchen for what life will look like at the end 
of the next decade. 

If you thinking about putting in a new 
kitchen, give one of the team at Kitchens By 
Design a call, or pop into their showroom at 
3 Byron Ave, Takapuna (09) 379 3084. And 
for inspiration, take a look at their website 
at www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Future-proof your kitchen

Visit our showroom today.
3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 379 3084

kitchensbydesign.co.nz
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kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Thoughtful 
design paired with 
exquisite materials.

Visit one of our showrooms today. 

Takapuna 3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 379 3084

Think about the long term – your new kitchen 
should be designed to outlive current fads and 
trends, and built to withstand the rigours of 
family life. 

We all love our kitchens, and so we should. 
Without overstating their role in our lives, the 
kitchen is the single-most important room in 
the home, not only helping to nourish us on a 
daily basis, but also acting as the social hub of 
the family and the focal point of activity when 
entertaining. 

It’s no surprise, therefore, that when it 
comes to replacing a kitchen, we spend an 
inordinate amount of time on our devices 
researching, long evenings sitting on the 
sofa buried in brochures and magazines, and 
countless lost weekends in the car driving to 
every conceivable showroom, poring over 
everything from taps to tiles, and sinks to 
splashbacks.

However, over and above the mammoth 
task of whittling down the myriad options 
of its constituent parts, the fundamental 
decision you have to get right is settling on 
a kitchen design that’s going to work well for 
you and your family. Without good design, 

everything else is just a collection of stuff, says 
Kitchens By Design’s Richard Cripps. And he’s 
right. 

“Your kitchen is going to outlive any trends 
that are currently floating around, so you need 
to think carefully about that. Don’t get too 
caught up in trends that are happening right 
now,” he says. “Focus on the design. Design 
is your single-most important consideration. 
Get the design right and everything else will 
usually fall into place – so it’s vitally important 
to engage a designer who fully understands 
your specific circumstances.”

At its Takapuna-based showroom, Kitchens 
By Design has three qualified and certified 
designers who not only have the relevant skills 
and experience in designing kitchens, but also 
have a current and comprehensive knowledge 
of products, hardware and materials.

“Classic design lines, whether they’re 
traditional or modern, will stand the test of 
time,” says Richard. “That doesn’t necessarily 
mean you have to go with an uninteresting 
or boring design – just be mindful that you’ll 
probably be looking at your new kitchen 
every day for the next 15 years.” 

“If you want to have a bit of fun with the 
design and the colour, choose parts of the 
kitchen that can easily be changed out in 
years to come – pendant lighting, tapware, 
drawer and cupboard handles, etc – but at 
the same time choose carefully the big-ticket 
items, such as your benchtops and cabinetry 
style.”

No matter what stage of life you’re at 
– a young couple with no kids yet, forty-
somethings with a couple of teenagers in tow, 
or empty nesters contemplating retirement – 
things are going to change. So, when you’re 
weighing up the wants and needs for your new 
kitchen, don’t get too bogged down agonising 
over the latest appliances, benchtop materials 
or fancy tiles. Go and talk to a qualified 
designer, who will help to future-proof your 
kitchen for what life will look like at the end 
of the next decade. 

If you thinking about putting in a new 
kitchen, give one of the team at Kitchens By 
Design a call, or pop into their showroom at 
3 Byron Ave, Takapuna (09) 379 3084. And 
for inspiration, take a look at their website 
at www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Future-proof your kitchen

Visit our showroom today.
3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 379 3084

kitchensbydesign.co.nz
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It’s been 52 years since Marie Mills last 
acted in a play, but the 80-year-old Devonport 
resident says she is ready to return to the boards. 

“I know I know my lines and I know the 
part,” she says of her role as Rebecca in The 
Crucible at the PumpHouse Theatre, which 
runs until Sunday, 15 August.

Although auditioning for the first time in 
more than five decades was scary, once rehears-
als began two months ago, old skills resurfaced. 
“I’m thoroughly enjoying it. It really is like 
getting back on the bike.”

Mills, an active member of the local commu-
nity, has her 20-year-old grandson Zane Wood 
to thank for reigniting in her the love of theatre 
acting they share. “I helped him do a line and it 
triggered something,” she says.  

Wood encouraged her to audition for the 
Foolish Wit Theatre’s production of the classic 
Arthur Miller play. It dramatises the hysteria 
surrounding the Salem witch trials of the late 
1600s, in an allegory for the McCarthy-era 
persecution of suspected communists in mid-
20th century United States. 

The witch-hunt messaging translates to 
today, says director James Bell, with its echoes 
of social-media shaming and cancel culture.

“It’s mob rule, or a word-of-mouth thing,” 
says Mills. “You could even parallel it to the 
people who won’t wear masks. It’s strong and 
dangerous in the social-media age.”  

This is not the first time that Mills has acted 
in The Crucible. When she was in her early 
20s, she played the role of Abigail, a young 
instigator of the witch hunts. This time around, 
Rebecca is, a nicer character, “a bit like the wise 
woman of the village” – who is a voice of sanity 
in her community.

In real life too, Mills also is a voice of 
experience and reason. She is active in the 
Devonport Senior Forum and also its offshoot 
inter-generational discussion group, where 
older and young people people share their 
skills and perspectives. Subjects range from 

using digital technology, to how to make scones 
and tie knots.

Mills enjoys the relationship between young 
and old, freed of parental pressures. “Because 
we’re older we’re stepped back. It’s not ‘Do as 
I say’; it’s saying what I think about it.”

A devotee of tai chi, Mills teaches five 
classes a week at the Devonport Community 
House and Holy Trinity church hall. It is good 
for balance, she says, of the gentle exercise she 
took up 25 years ago.  

From childhood, growing up in Melbourne, 
Mills always wanted to act. At age 13, she 
made her debut on the radio. “My mother told 
me I could never make money in theatre,” she 
recalls. So to make her point, she auditioned 
for a weekly children’s show and recorded 
programmes for a small payment.

At 15, Mills had to leave school and go to 
work. But around a job at a bank, she pursued 
acting, joining repertory groups and going on 
to win state-wide acting prizes. Gigi was a 
production she remembers fondly.

Graduating to professional roles, she was in 
George Bernard Shaw’s St Joan and had parts 
with the Hollow Crown touring company and 
the Royal Shakespeare Company.

“It was the beginning of television. I did a 
bit, not a lot. My love was theatre, the classics.”

But in the late 1960s, marriage and moth-
erhood put paid to all that. Mills came to New 
Zealand with her two children in 1976, settling 
on the North Shore and then remarrying and 
moving to Devonport. The old buildings re-
minded her of Melbourne.

Her husband Warren, who died around six 
years ago, was born in the house Mills still lives 
in. She looks back on a time when the couple 
rented out their home and lived on a boat for 
a while, travelling around the Hauraki Gulf 
and Northland. “It was just magic – we lived 
off the sea.”

Travel to see some of the 10 grandchildren 
from their combined families scattered across 
New Zealand and Australia has been put on 
hold for now, but Mills has other goals to 
work on. Her acting grandson is keen for them 
to perform in a play together one day and she 
wants to stay busy. “As long as I’m on my feet, 
I’ll keep going,” she says.

•     Tickets to The Crucible, priced from $25, are 
available at the theatre box office or online 
at www.pumphouse.co.nz.

Once a trouper... Marie Mills (left) in her adopted home town of 
Devonport and (at right) in character as Rebecca in The Crucible 

Love for the stage outlasts 50-year hiatus

Bayswater 2/170 Bayswater Avenue

3 1 1 1 2

Auction (unless sold prior) 1.30pm, Thu 26 Aug 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Victoria Mules021 679 349

Jemma Glancy021 246 5300

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Brilliant buy in Bayswater

Found! A solid home that offers more than you expect in an entry level

price range for this location. Situated on the Belmont end of Bayswater

Ave, it is conveniently close to amenities, bus routes, the ferry and

excellent schools. This well-kept house is tucked away down a

driveway, providing privacy and captures the sun in the north facing

backyard.

bayleys.co.nz/1470470
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Company Theatre’s latest production, about 
a group of men on a works outing falling apart 
when they need to pull together, is the polar 
opposite of how the theatre group itself works.

Neville’s Island probes office politics and 
survival skills. It was created by tapping into 
the talents of cast and crew, as well as support-
ers in the community.  

Director Kathy Gent gives an example of 
how set designers sought help from volunteers 
at the Claystore community workshop in 
Devonport to build the props. Over several 
weeks, they created a lookout tree that features 
in the play when the four protagonists get stuck 
on an island in England’s Lake District. 

One of those characters is played by Narrow 
Neck resident James Carrick, who takes the 
title role of Neville, an optimistic marketing 
manager and abysmal map reader. Carrick got 
into acting at age 46, having become bored 
with performing music and stand-up. 

“I decided that I was going to be an actor. 
How hard could it be?” he muses. After unsuc-
cessful auditions, English-born Carrick landed 
a role as a gangster in the English farce, Off 
the Hook. He well and truly got the acting bug 
and developed his skills. 

Carrick also found a welcome home at 
Company Theatre, which stages three or four 
shows a year at the Rose Centre in Belmont. 

“There’s a common misconception that all 
community actors are ‘has-beens, wannabes 
and never-weres’,” he says. “What I found was 

an incredibly passionate and motivated group 
of people, absolutely driven to providing great 
entertainment for those who want it. The 
standard of show that is produced makes me 
wonder why more shows aren’t sold out. It’s 
a great night out, on your doorstep.”

Carrick says he has met fantastic people 
and wonders why he didn’t get involved 
earlier. “I’ve acted with people that, had they 
been in the right place and time, they’d have 
been famous.”

He recommends anyone interested in the-
atre to give it a go, saying the volunteer-run 
company welcomes help on stage and off. 
“From backstage to front of house, and 
everything else in between, there’s always 
room for one more.”

Neville’s Island, Carrrick reckons, is the 
funniest play he has been in. “Proper laugh-
out-loud stuff, ” is how he puts it. 

Gent says: “He has a very good rapport with 
the audience – people will remember him.” 

The play, written by Tim Firth, will have an 
11-night run. Gent says that is no mean under-
taking, with performance rights and meeting 
theatre and production costs, running into 
thousands of dollars. That is why volunteers 
are so vital. 

She mentions in particular the talented 
set designers, who created giant rocks from 
polystyrene. 

A Devonport local, landscape architect 
Sherry Berg, and young architecture graduate 
Victoria Gancheva, used materials sourced 
from the Devonport Recyling Centre to make 
the sets.

The relationship with the Claystore mem-
bers began last year, with Company Theatre 
making a donation for their help. 

Another relationship that the theatre group 
has fostered is with local organisations, who 
are encouraged to attend, with discounted 
deals for group bookings of 50 or more people. 
Groups including the Soroptimists and Rotary 
are able to block-buy tickets and sell them on 
at full-price as a fundraiser. 

• Neville’s Island opens to the public after 
a gala night, running 14-28 August at the 
Rose Centre, Belmont. Bookings essential, 
on iticket.co.nz.

Company’s community helps stage castaway comedy

Neville on the level... Narrow 
Neck’s James Carrick plays the 
title role in Company Theatre’s 
latest production

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Free Guy (M) 115min  NEW 
Stillwater (M) 139min  NEW 
The Suicide Squad (R16) 132min  NEW 
The Mole Agent (El Agente Topo) (E) 90min  NEW 
Jungle Cruise (M) 127min  NEW 
The Justice of Bunny King (M) 101min  NEW 
The Man in the Hat (PG) 96min  Previews 13-15 AUG 
AceTones & Friends (Live Show)  20 AUG 

COMING SOON 
The Man in the Hat (PG) 96min  19 AUG 
The Night House (M) 107min  19 AUG 
Pig (M) 91min  19 AUG 
Respect (TBA)  19 AUG 
Juniper (M) 95min  Previews 20-22 AUG 
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 85min  Previews 21-22 AUG   

events@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

THE VIC LIVE
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VIEW | SAT/SUN 1 - 1.40 PM OR BY APPT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/10102
SET DATE SALE | 18 AUG 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

This supremely comfortable, 4 bedroom townhouse has 
been tastefully renovated and features panoramic views 
over the Point’s village, it’s close to cafes, bush walks, 
the ferry and harbour. With north-facing open-plan living 
set on two levels, its solid 1970s brick on block exterior 
captures and retains all-day sun. There are 2 lounges, 2 
bathrooms, and a modern kitchen. View today!

BIRKENHEAD POINT | 70A HINEMOA STREET | ELEVATED, EFFORTLESS POINT’S LIFESTYLE

TRISH LOVE 021 22 66 099 | 558 4518 
PETER FITZGIBBON 027 2789 336 | 558 4517

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

MARIA TODD 021 743 187 | 916 6000CONCEPT IMAGE

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80160
PRICE | $1.275M

TAKAPUNA | 505/3 NORTHCROFT STREET | SENSATIONAL ‘STAY-CATION’ | THE SENTINEL!

SONIA HEMS 021 0246 1446 | 916 6000
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

This 80sqm apartment with two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms and city views allows personal space with 
lock-up and leave ease and will have you feeling like 
you’re on a hotel holiday! Including pool, gym, sauna, 
two carparks, storage locker and walking distance to 
Takapuna beach, secure your permanent ‘stay-cation’ 
now!

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80153
EOI | SOLD

STANLEY POINT | 33A STANLEY POINT ROAD | ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE 
Designed by Bruce Macfarlane with euphoric living in 
mind this beautiful modern home is set on a 751sqm 
freehold title. Five bedrooms, three bathrooms (incl 
ensuite), multiple living and dining areas, double 
garage with internal access and plenty of off street 
parking. Properties as sought after as this are rare and 
tightly held, this is an opportunity not to be missed.

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94 | 916 6000
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000

SOLD

TO VIEW ALL OUR PROPERTIES GO TO  PREMIUM.CO.NZ

PREMIUM PARTNERSHIPS |  PREMIUM RESULTS 
THE LEADER IN SELLING FINE NEW ZEALAND HOMES SINCE 1984

MAKAYLA JOLLY 022 184 1229  |  PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188  |  HARRY RICHARDS 021 0814 4513

Contact our Devonport team today 09 445 3414 | Devonport@premium.co.nz


