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And action! The Vic ramps up live shows

Ready to rock... Acts including a Led Zeppelin tribute band have been lined up by The Vic cinema’s  
Philipp Jaser (above) to help fill empty seats and offset the financial impact of Covid. Story, page 10.

Auckland-wide Maori-naming plans in disarray
A plan to roll out Maori names for Auck-

land’s parks and public places has stalled, with 
pre-eminent iwi Ngati Whatua Orakei wanting 
final say over the choices. 

The Flagstaff has learned through an  
Official Information Act (OIA) request that 
Auckland Council’s Te Kete Rukuruku 

programme, launched in 2017 to recognise 
Tamaki Makarau’s Maori history and culture, 
became bogged down last year. 

Yet 15 of the city’s 21 Local Boards, includ-
ing Devonport-Takapuna, are already going 
through the motions of identifying parks for 
dual naming.

A letter from Ngati Whatua’s deputy chair 
Ngarimu Blair, written in June 2020, asserted 
Ngati Whatua’s authority over a collective of 
iwi drawn together by the council to offer and 
decide upon appropriate names. 
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The old Devonport Borough Council 
building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant on 
9 July 2018. It has now been unoccupied for 
1019 days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is deciding the building’s fate.

3 Victoria Rd: 
empty for 1019 days

09 445 9800
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Shore in the hunt 
for trophy

The North Shore premier cricket side has 
rocketed to second in the Hedley Howarth two-
day competition and has a good chance of taking 
Auckland’s top club-cricket trophy. 

Former Black Caps T20 player Ronnie 
Hira’s 14 wickets and 73 second-innings runs 
against Takapuna could prove a season-altering 
performance. 

An outright win against Takapuna saw Shore 
go from fourth to second on the points table, 
closing in on leaders Suburbs New Lynn, who 
had a surprise loss to Parnell.

Playing at home, Shore scored 207 in the 
first innings and declared at 152 for four in the 
second, dismissing the visitors for 136 and 129.  

Shore has two matches to play, against Auck-
land University and bottom-placed Grafton. 

To be in contention for the title is a remarkable 
achievement for the club, which spent seven 
years out of the top division, only returning in 
2019-2020. 

 Shore coach Chris Reid said: “I hope people 
appreciate how far we have come.”

While Hira’s contribution to the win was 
massive, others had excelled as well. The Shore 
top order had fallen away in the first innings, and 
without a 94 from Riley Mudford, Shore could 
have been on the ropes. 

Hira played for the Auckland Aces as recently 
as last season. At age 34, he was enjoying grass-
roots cricket, Reid said.

“He’s the first guy to arrive to help put out 
chairs and tables, or give the other players extra 
catching practice.”

• Ronnie the record-breaker, pages 8-9.

Strong buyer interest has been expressed 
in the Handley Court retirement-unit site in 
Narrow Neck,  currently for sale by Haumaru 
Housing. 

The tender for 16-18 Handley Ave closed on 
10 March, with final decisions on the property 
likely by the end of March, an Auckland Coun-
cil spokesperson said. 

Haumaru had no plans to sell other units 
on the Devonport peninsula – at Vauxhall Rd 
(Cambria Court,) Fraser Rd (Fraser Court) and 
Lake Rd (Kings Court), and two blocks in Bel-
mont at Preston Ave, and Roberts Ave, she said.  

These properties would continue to be refur-

bished when they become vacant. 
Council had decided to sell Handley Court 

because it was not well located for housing for 
older people, and “has poor access to public 
transport, support services and amenities,” the 
spokesperson said. 

“The buildings are not fit for purpose and 
are generally in poor condition, with poor 
accessibility and functionality.

“The zoning (suburban residential) also does 
not allow for large-scale intensification that 
would be needed to make a redevelopment 
project for affordable or social housing viable,” 
the spokeperson said. 

Buyers line up for pensioner-flat site

Ngati Whatua asserts naming rights 
From page 1

HMNZS Te Kaha and HMNZS Manawanui 
were both kept at sea as a precaution during the 
tsunami warnings last Friday. 

Maritime Component Commander, Commo-
dore Mat Williams, said that in a tsunami, “the 
best place for a ship to be was at sea”. Both ships 
later berthed at Devonport Naval Base.

Around Devonport, some people ignored the 
warnings, walking near the coast, with a few 
swimming at local beaches. A crowd gathered 
on Maungauika to watch developments up high. 

Ships kept at sea

“Despite the best intentions, the hui and hard 
work by many; an ‘Un-Maori Outcome’ has 
resulted”, the letter said. “That iwi whose fires 
went out long ago or were never lit in an area 
can potentially place names on the whenua of 
someone else is a gross breach of tikanga and 
offends all sensibilities.” 

The stance mirrors Ngati Whatua’s recent 
High Court objection to other iwi staking a 
claim on land matters in Tamaki Makaurau, 
especially those from other areas, such as 
Thames/Hauraki, vying for northern assets.

Blair said in his letter to other mana whenua 
representatives and copied to council officials 
that Ngati Whatua was willing to work with iwi 
neighbours, namely Te Waiohua, Ngati Paoa 
and Te Kawerau a Maki, but should still have 
final naming approval. Other iwi involved in 
the programme were not named as its partners 
for the process.

The letter concluded: “Finally, we must note, 
that should our proposed solution above not be 
approved, Ngati Whatua Orakei will formally 
withdraw from the project and instead focus 
our energy on vigorously objecting to the 
project with the Local Boards and whoever 

else necessary.”
Since the letter was written, a Mana Whenua 

Working Group has been trying to negotiate 
an outcome that allows Te Kete Rukuruku 
to progress. It has come up with new draft 
guidelines on naming that a council document 
says “include some of the recent direction from 
Ngati Whatua Orakei agreed by some mana 
whenua, but only where it is understood the 
principles are more universally supported.” 
The next step would be for Nga Matarae, the 
council’s Maori Outcomes group, to “in due 
course” finalise official guidelines.

With money already set aside in local- 
board budgets, there had been an expectation 
that new signage might be seen this year. 
Devonport-Takapuna has allocated $20,000 
to Te Kete Rukuruku in its 2020-21 works 
programme. 

Board deputy chair George Wood said he 
was concerned that the council seemed to 
be pushing forward with the process without 
properly developed guidelines in place.

It is understood that neighbouring Kaipatiki 
Local Board is looking at reallocating $16,000 
it had set aside.
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Devonport creche manager Tessa Dunleavy 
has won a national early childhood education 
(ECE) award for her work over the last year. 

She is one of 11 ECE Hero Award winners 
recognised for innovation during the Covid-19 
lockdowns, and “support  that went above and 
beyond” for children and families. 

The award judges said she was a “Rela-
tionship Hero”, which was backed up by local 
citations.

One nominee said Dunleavy, during lock-
down, “rang our house to spend time with our 
daughter to continue their connection. Tessa had 
her guitar ready to play their favourite songs, 
books to read and games to play. All my child 
wanted to do was’read’ to Tessa, so she was so 
patient and listened and chatted for nearly an 
hour. Seemingly captivated by a three-year-old.”

 Dunleavy had led the not-for-profit creche 
for “a whopping 25 years.” 

“Over lockdown, Tessa knew intrinsically 
what the potential impacts could be for our 
children and she worked tirelessly to mitigate 
any negative consequences.” 

She carried out weekly session with each 
child via video-chat, did contactless drop-offs 
of resources so “when the children went back 

Relationship hero: Tessa’s creche work honoured
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to the creche in level 2, it was virtually seamless 
for the kids,” the nomination said. 

Dunleavy, who was described as creative, 
fun and nurturing, said she was delighted to win 
the award and that it was a recognition of the 
wider team of seven teachers at the Devonport 

Community Creche, which was attended by 
75 children.

The creche had an excellent governance 
board and “it was really great to live in a fantas-
tic supportive community that believes in early 
childhood education,”said Dunleavy.

Police were called out to a serious assault 
and a robbery, both involving a knife, within 
five days on the Devonport peninsula last week. 

An arrest has been made after a daylight 
assault on a man near the Belmont shops on 
Thursday 4 March, but offenders are still sought 
following a night-time robbery of three youths 
near Ngataringa Park skatepark in the early 
hours of 28 February.

Police Area Commander for Waitemata East 
Inspector Simon Walker said at this stage there 
was no indication of a connection between the 
crimes. “Police acknowledge these sorts of 
incidents may be unsettling for residents and 
we treat these cases seriously,” he said.

The Police Eagle helicopter was called out 
after the Lake Rd, Belmont attack, when the 
offender fled on foot just after 4pm. A person 
was located on Narrow Neck Beach, where 
police staff took him into custody. 

Inspector Walker said a 16-year-old boy has 
been referred to Youth Aid over the incident.

The injured man did not require admission to 
hospital and was taken home by police, he said. 
“We will be speaking further with the victim as 
part of our enquiries.”

The weekend incident near the skatepark was 
reported to police at 1.10am, around 20 minutes 
after it occurred. Waitemata East Area Inves-
tigations Manager Detective Senior-Sergeant 

Callum McNeill said the three young victims 
were confronted by a male on a bicycle, who 
had a knife. “An iPhone and other personal 
items were taken as a result, but thankfully none 
of the victims sustained any physical injuries.”

McNeill said police were unable to find the 
man, but investigations were continuing – in-
cluding canvassing CCTV footage. 

The mother of one of the youths posted on-
line that her 17-year-old son and friends were 
fine. The attacker, aged around 18 to 20, was 
said to be riding a bike that looked too small 
for him. Anyone with information is asked to 
contact police on 105, quoting the file number 
210301/3652.

Knife brandished in robbery just days after serious assault 

Fun and creative…Tessa Dunleavy (centre) surrounded by members 
of her creche ‘family’ 
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Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Mortgage advice.
Check with  
us first.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Slow me down
We are seeing and hearing of some tentative signs that this 
rampant property market may begin to slow its dramatic 
recent price growth. 
This is due to new RBNZ investor deposit rules (now 
40%), as well as rising long-term interest rates signalling 
an improvement in growth and inflation as vaccines take 
hold, and a general disillusionment from many buyers 
towards the prices being paid.
We also note that two of the majors banks are now lending 
against their internal estimated values plus a small [10%] 
rather than the sale-and-purchase agreement price. This 
can really hurt some buyers, who have an approval for a 
certain level of debt but find the bank won’t lend that much 
if they feel the buyer has paid too much for the property. 
Hence our message to check with us first! 

Ferry bike-jams prompt brainstorm

Bus passengers 
left stranded 

Cases of ferry passengers missing bus con-
nections continue to plague peninsula public 
transport. Recent examples include a child left 
at the Bayswater terminal and a woman left at 
Devonport at 9pm by departing buses. 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Trish Deans has been pushing for more time-
table accountability from Auckland Transport  
which brought in new services in March.

“Unfortunately AT staff seem unable to 
address the issue,” said Deans. 

A petition signed by more than 1000 
people protesting the loss of the Stanley 
Bay ferry was presented to Auckland Mayor 
Phil Goff last month by North Shore MP 
Simon Watts. 

The National Party MP said the service 
(a loss-maker) had suffered significant 
cancellations, so it was no surprise its pa-
tronage had been dropping. “Anyone who 
uses public transport knows it needs to be 
timely and reliable.” 

Watts said he discussed Auckland Coun-
cil’s 10-year plan and the need for it to 

include meaningful wastewater and storm-
water infrastructure investment. Local-body 
debt funding and cost management were 
also on his radar, along with concerns that 
any rate rises should deliver more services 
rather than be a default coping position.

The Stanley Bay ferry petition remains 
open. Since it was presented to Goff, the 
number of signatories has risen, standing 
last week at 1167. The petition will go to 
Auckland Transport and Fullers, with Watts 
meeting Fullers soon to discuss ferry issues 
generally, including timetabling. 

Goff given Stanley Bay ferry petition

The frustration of commuters struggling to 
get a spot for their bikes and scooters on ferries 
has prompted action to see what can be done.

“The ferries aren’t big enough to deal with 
the demand for bikes,” said Bike Auckland chair 
Barb Cuthbert, who recently met with ferry op-
erator Fullers and Auckland Transport (AT) over 
the issue on some Devonport-to-city sailings. 

Passengers have missed connections because 
there is only room for 10 bikes on the outside 
deck on some of theferries.

“We’re going to be working closely on solu-
tions in the next few weeks,” said Cuthbert. 
“There’s real goodwill to do the best we can 
until we get more new ferries.” 

Fullers 360 chief executive Mike Horne 
said he undersood the frustrations of customers 
unable to board with their bikes on their pre-
ferred sailings.. “This had occured a handful 
of times,” he said. With some older ferries the 
peak capacity for safe storage of bikes exceeded 
modern-day demand. 

The company would try to schedule its newer 
vessels, Ika Kakahi and Kekeno  which could 
take between 20 to 25 bikes, or other larger 
vessels on the Devonport route during peak 
commute times, he said. Arriving 15 minutes 
ahead of departure to secure a spot was advised, 
he said. 

Cuthbert said the retirement of the spacious 

old Kea ferry from the route at the end of 2019 
had been a big loss. It could fit up to 30 bikes 
and load from front or back, she said. 

Ferries in use now have a single, narrower 
entry point and are slower to load.  “Devonpor-
tians would have gone mad if they’d known 
this,” said Cuthbert. 

Horne said that over the last year there had 
been a notable increase in people bringing bikes 

and scooters onboard. It supported this trend and 
would factor it into future ferry purchases, along 
with more green technology.

Fullers was also starting to capture data about 
bikes and scooters brought on board. 

Cuthbert said Waka Kotahi/New Zealand 
Transport Agency which had chosen not to 
attend the meeting, needed to track this too, to 
see how many people cycled how far to ferries.

Contested space... passengers and bikes on a Devonport ferry 



March 12, 2021 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 5 

Asked to pick his most memorable assign-
ment during his New Zealand Defence Force 
(NZDF) career, photographer and Navy Petty 
Officer Chris Weissenborn doesn’t hesitate. 

It was being chosen to go to Gallipoli to 
mark the Anzac 100-year anniversary six 
years ago. He admits as an Englishman to not 
fully understanding the defining resonance of 
“the whole Anzac thing” but being in Turkey 
this soon sheeted home.

“With my feet in the water, you knew 
exactly 100 years ago there would have been 
blood in that water.”

The Hauraki resident, who works out of 
the Devonport Naval Base, is among eight 
NZDF staff whose images have been chosen 
for the Standing Alone – Together as One ex-
hibition at the Navy Museum in Devonport.

“It’s great to see your work showcased on 
the wall,” says Weissenborn. 

He hopes the exhibition will show service 
personnel to the public in a new light. “They 
will see a side of the military they don’t 
usually see,” he says.

The varied photographs, ranging from por-
traits to action shots, were all taken in 2020. 
Even allowing for Covid-19 interruptions to 
key ceremonial events such as Anzac Day, 
each photographer still had thousands of 
frames to select from for the exhibition. The 
result is around 30 mounted photographs, 
with extra images scrolling on a big screen.

For Weissenborn it was tough whittling 
his individual choice back to a handful of 
pictures. His day job ranges from covering 
parades to public-relations imagery and re-
portage, including on deployments overseas 
on a ship or with the army or air force.  “I 
tend to like the action-sport kind of thing,” 
he says.

Weissenborn joined the NZDF in 2006, 
having served since 1988 in the Royal Air 
Force (RAF). 

He was trained in photography in the RAF 
but says his love of the craft dates back to 
childhood days. “When I was about 12 or 13 
years old, I built my own darkroom.”

He misses something of the earlier days 
of photography, saying digital is not as sci-
entific and precise, but a bonus is its instant 

visibility. “You know when you’ve got the 
right shot.”

Seeing his photographs enlarged made a 
nice chance from the usual task of looking at 
them on a computer screen. His shots chosen 
for the exhibition includes an expressive 
photograph of a tug-of-war contest at the 
annual Seaport festival, and another of a 
rigid-inflatable boat (RIB) crew in action in 
moody light.

“I was really pushing the camera to its 
limits,” he explains.      

Weissenborn, aged 50, says: “I’ve got a 
hell of a passion for photography, and to 
make a career out of it has been amazing.”

He also relishes winning the trust of the 
sailors he works with, getting a kick out of 

them using  his work on social media – such 
as choosing a photograph he has taken for 
their Facebook profile picture.  

Weissenborn is proud that the exhibition’s 
name was inspired by another photograph he 
has on show. Called Stand at Dawn, it was 
taken last Anzac Day and shows a solitary 
Lieutenant Samuel Fox in a dawn obser-
vance at the top of his driveway in Hauraki.

With Covid-19 having caused the cancel-
lation of public Anzac parades, Weissenborn 
had to get creative. His near neighbour Fox 
proved “a willing model” for the special 
shot.  

• The Standing Alone – Together as One 
exhibition will be on daily for several months 
at the Navy Museum, Torpedo Bay.

Independent Financial Advice
Individuals and Businesses
Call me for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.

 Exhibition puts Defence Force life in the frame

Top shots... Chris Weissenborn is one of eight Defence Force staff 
with photos in the Standing Alone – Together as One exhibition at the 
Navy Museum

Models of the new Victoria wharf sculp-
ture, Flight Support for Albatross, will be 
on show at the Depot Artspace this month.

Artist Greer Twiss will also be exhibiting 
a series early works, and in a talk will ex-
plain his creative process for reconfiguring 
the sculpture for its new location.

First installed on Quay Street, the sculp-
ture has undergone a series of structural and 
artistic changes. It will welcomed to the 
wharf on 20 March at 10 am. 

 • Exhibition: 9 March–23 March. Artist 
Talk: Saturday 13 March from 1 to 2pm at 
The Depot Artspace.

Victoria Wharf albatross sculpture preview 

Now showing…Flight Support 
for Albatross
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Former Auckland Blues and North Har-
bour player Rua Tipoki will help coach the 
North Shore premier rugby side this season, 
assisting head coach Frano Botica. 

Tipoki, who also played for the New 
Zealand sevens side and the New Zealand 
Maori team that beat the Lions in 2005, 
would focus on the Shore backline, Botica 
said. 

Shore had its first practice game, played 
in five 20-minute spells, against Pakuranga 
on 27 February, with 30 players “putting 
their hands up” for final spots in the 
premiers squad. 

A second pre-season match – Shore’s 
traditional clash with Ponsonby, planned 
for  Takapuna Grammar School last Satur-
day – was cancelled due to level-3 Covid 
restrictions. 

The match has been tentatively resched-
uled for 20 March, ahead of Shore’s first 
North Harbour competition match over 
Easter. 

Last season, Shore suffered from a lack 
of depth in the front row but had recruited 

well in the off season, Botica said. 
New players included prop Finbar 

Kerr-Newell from Wellington, and hooker 
Damarus Hokianga from Hawke’s Bay.

The pair would complement the experi-
enced, established prop Alex Wooton, who 
will be premier captain.

In the backs, Mitch Drew, a wing/
fullback from Hawke’s Bay, midfielder 
Tyler Berry and first-five/fullback Liam 
Fitzsimmons had joined the club, along 
with Tipoki’s son Manahi, a halfback. 

Donald Coleman is back at number 
seven and loose forward Edgar Tuinukuafe 
has been recruited from Europe, where he 
played professionally.

Shore has suffered some departures as 
well, including fullback Dan Lee, who is 
doing part of a degree course on practice 
nights, and first-five Jordan McGregor, who 
returned to Australia. The 2020 halfbacks 
are out too: Brad McNaughton is injured 
and Sam Baab has moved to Australia. 

Perhaps the biggest loss is talented mid-
fielder Daniel Hilton-Jones.

Botica is predicting a close North Har-
bour competition between the top sides: 
Shore, Takapuna, Massey, Silverdale and 
Kumeu.

“We’ve also heard that Marist has recruit-
ed well… we are confident we can do well, 
but you never know till the season starts.”

Playing days… Rua Tipoki in 
action for North Harbour 

Tipoki joins Botica to steer North Shore premiers 

Concussion forces Hilton-Jones into retirement 
Repeated concussions have forced the 

early retirement of Daniel Hilton-Jones, one 
of North Shore Rugby Club’s best players in 
recent seasons. 

At 26, Hilton-Jones, has played more than 
70 games for Shore since his debut in 2014. 

The second-five/centre also played 24 
games for North Harbour in 2016, 2017 and 
2018. He was a member of Harbour’s 2016 
ITM Cup Championship-winning side.

Hilton-Jones said he had had “six to seven 
concussions over the last three to four years”.

But he was “knocked out cold” against 
Takapuna in July last year. He came back 
against Silverdale a few weeks later and 
received another knock, which seemed one 
too many.

“I started to have a few issues – I was a 
bit hazy and not totally present.”

 Doctors told Hilton-Jones to take a year 
off playing, which he says is likely to be 
permanent retirement. 

“Rugby is definitely a no-go at this stage…
it’s a shame, but it is what it is,” he says.

“I was a bit a late bloomer and potentially 
had a bit left in me. But it’s important to have 
my brain working properly.”

During his playing years, Hilton-Jones 
studied towards a law degree, fitting it in 
around his North Harbour commitments. 
He was admitted to the bar last June, and 
is working for McVeagh Fleming, in the 
property and commercial team. 

Hilton-Jones said his career highlights 
were winning the North Harbour Premier 
championship in 2014 in his first season 
of senior rugby, and getting a professional 

contract with North Harbour in 2016 and  
being in the side that won the ITM Champi-
onship and gained promotion to the premier 
division. 

He was North Shore premiers captain 
in 2016. 

Hilton-Jones had been considering playing 
professionally overseas in Japan or France, 
but Covid last year put paid to that. 

He hopes to retain an association with the 
North Shore premier side, possibly helping 
out with coaching or mentoring. 

On the burst… Daniel Hilton-Jones on attack for North Shore against  
East Coast Bays in 2016
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 43b Stanley Point Road

4 2 3 2

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 25 Mar 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Lock up and leave on the Point

This perfectly-positioned Stanley Point residence has been crafted to re-create the iconic hallmarks

of a classic villa, yet enjoys all the advantages and efficiency of a newer home designed for modern

living. Very recently fully renovated, it’s the ideal lock-up-and-leave property and presents an

outstanding opportunity to start your dream lifestyle. The house is located at the rear of the site, so

enjoys an excellent sense of peace and privacy. The turret, veranda, lead-lights and ceiling roses

capture the grace and romance of period design, yet have been built in the present day to offer a

refreshingly low-maintenance lifestyle. The very recent renovation has seen both the interior and

gardens refreshed and upgraded, ensuring you will have absolutely nothing to do.

bayleys.co.nz/1470421

bayleys.co.nz
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Sat 21 March at 2.30pm
PROGRAMME

Bach  St Matthew Passion

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Street, Auckland City

CONDUCTOR 
Timothy Carpenter

FEATURING
Jane Tankersly Soprano, 

Sarah Court Alto,
Lachlan Craig Tenor, 
James Harrison Bass,

Yotam Levy Cello Continuo, 
Dr Phillip Smith Organ

Just a ferry trip to the first classical concert 
on a Sunday afternoon in the  

Centre of Auckland post-lockdown

One-man cricket wrecking ball demolishes derby rivals 

The stats tell the story; 14 wickets for 78 
runs, and 73 runs not out – including a 50 
off 12 balls in just 12 minutes.

North Shore all-rounder Ronnie Hira 
demolished Takapuna almost single-
handedly in a masterclass of cricket in the 
Hedley Howarth two-day championship 
match at Devonport Domain on February 
20 and 27.

It is being hailed as one of the best club 
cricket performances, not only in New 
Zealand but around the world.

Ironically, the match started somewhat 
lamely for Hira. Opening for Shore in the 
first innings, he scored a paltry four. 

But then the juggernaut started to roll: 
Hira took six for 27 as Takapuna limped to 
136 in its first innings against Shore’s 207.

In the second innings, Hira let fly, 
attacking Takapuna’s bowlers in a punishing 
73 not out. 

His 50 in 12 minutes off 22 balls included 
seven sixes and three fours. 

Having helped set Takapuna a target of 
224 off 52 overs, Hira led the way again in 
collecting 8 wickets for 51 runs. His bowling 
match figures were 43.3 overs, 13 maidens 
and 14 wickets for 78 runs

Hira’s first wicket of the second day was 
his 100th wicket for North Shore.

Hira quickly became an international 
news item, with stories in the New Zealand 
Herald and on Fox News and Australian 
websites.

“It seemed to be travelling around 
the world pretty fast,” he agrees when 
interviewed by the Flagstaff. 

Hira was quick to point out: “I’ve had my 
fair share of failures as well.” 

The previous weekend, he scored five 
runs: four in the first innings against 
Takapuna and one in the loss to Howick 
Pakuranga in the semi-final of the Jeff 
Crowe Cup. 

The weekend before, he scored just a 
century. Such it seems are the vagaries of 
cricket. 

The foundation for Hira’s match-winning 
effort against Takapuna was well planned. 

In its second innings, Shore was 40 for 
four after three overs. 

“We had chat and decided we wanted to 
try to set Takapuna a bit of total to get in 
the last session.”

‘Get runs quickly’ was the message. “I 
was lucky enough to be hitting well in the 

middle,” he says. 
That’s an understatement. 
Such was the speed of Hira’s run 

accumulation, he didn’t know the pace he 
was batting at until after Shore’s innings 
finished. 

That didn’t distract him from his bowling 
responsibilities.

“All the cards fell our way,” says Hira, 
who has experienced both highs and lows 

Wicket-hunting... Ronnie Hira took 14 wickets in North Shore’s triumph over Takapuna  
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in the sport.
He’s played around 70 games over six 

seasons with Shore, but was in the side that 
was relegated to Auckland Cricket’s second 
division nine years ago. 

He shifted to Christchurch and Canterbury, 
but then came back to play for the Auckland 
Aces and North Shore, including the team 
that was promoted back to the top division 
at the end of the 2018-2019 season.  

“I was pleased to be part of the team that 
was promoted. We came fourth last season 
when some people saying we were likely to 
be in the relegation zone again. Now we are 
really showing what we can do.” 

Some are saying Hira’s form is a reaction 
to the blow last winter when his Auckland 
Aces contract wasn’t renewed. 

“I felt I was still playing good cricket, 
but the selection policy seemed to move to 
encouraging younger cricketers,” said the 
34-year-old Hira. 

Other aspects of his life are moving on too. 
He has a four-year-old son, Zavian, “who 
has no interest in cricket… although he did 
like the bouncy castle when I was playing 
with Auckland.” 

Another child, a girl, is due in a couple 
of months.

“I don’t have time to train enough any 
more,” says Hira. 

Although every week he gets up early and 
heads to the nets at Eden Park with Shore 
captain Mike Olsen to practise. 

“It’s been pretty difficult during lockdown. 
Going to the nets isn’t allowed and the gyms 
have been closed as well.”

Hira doesn’t answer directly when asked 
how many years he has left playing premier 
cricket, but says: “I’m committed to North 
Shore…I really enjoy playing with the lads 
on a Saturday and giving it a go.”

The Shore faithful will hope Hira’s class 
and match-winning potential will shine again 
before the season ends.  

ENROLMENTS TERM 2 2021
Enrolment at the school is governed  

by an enrolment scheme, details of which  
are available from the school office.

Applications for 10 out of zone places in year 1,  
7 in year 2, 13 in year 3, 0 in year 4, 0 in year 5 
and 0 in year 6 are now being invited for those 

students who will become eligible for enrolment 
during the period 3 May to 9 July 2021. 

The deadline for receipt of applications  
for out of zone places is 3 May 2021.

If a ballot for out of zone places is required,  
it will be held on 3 May 2021. Parents will be 
informed of the outcome of the ballot within 

three school days of the ballot being held.

If you live in the home zone and have not yet 
signalled your intention to enrol your child later 
this year, please contact the school immediately 

to assist us to plan appropriately.
The board of Trustees will also hold multiple 

ballots throughout 2021 to enable out of zone 
children to continue to enrol in 2021.
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By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

Work on the new BMX pump track at 
Woodall Park at Narrow Neck has started, 
with not a lot of warning or fanfare from 
Auckland Council. 

It is likely to be a well-used and popular 
facility. Added to the adjacent basketball 
and tennis courts, it is bound to become 
an even more popular meeting place for 
young people. 

It’s great to see all the kids outside, away 
from their screens and using the recreation 
spaces of Woodall Park. The new BMX 
track has all the hallmarks of “build it and 
they will come”. 

Trouble is, Auckland Council has shown a 
typical lack of foresight.  No water fountains 
are located nearby and the closest toilets are 
at Narrow Neck Beach – several hundred 
metres away.

Another example of council failing to 
put in infrastructure prior to development?

A couple of decades ago, Rod Enoka, 

then operator of the Devonport Gym, came 
up with a scheme for a community facility 
at Woodall Park. 

It would have included the Devonport 
Squash Club, gym, tennis and basketball 
courts, and a swimming pool, all with a 
central administration. He put the plan to the 
Devonport Community Board. It was an idea 
ahead of its time, but one with no legs now 
given Auckland Council’s ever-shrinking 
budget. 

Former North Shore City Councillor and 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Grant Gillon’s idea to increase GST by 1 per 
cent to help fund Auckland Council’s budget 
shortfall (NZ Herald opinion, 1 March) is 
worth considering further. I put forward a 
similar idea several years ago: a 1 per cent 
tax increase to fund non-roading transport 
infrastructure, with half spent in Auckland 
and the rest around the country. 

A couple of days prior to Gillon’s col-
umn, it was revealed the Auckland Harbour 
Bridge has reached the limits of its capacity.  
The transport infrastructure needs of Auck-
land have become a national problem – these 
can’t be funded regionally. Projects have to 
be accelerated. A vision of the city in 100 
years needs to be enacted now with transport 
options that are not dependent on vehicles. 

Otherwise population and building growth 
will continue to outstrip transport options, 
as has been the case over the past 50 years. 

For a journalist, the call to “stop the press-
es” for a story you’re working on doesn’t 
occur often. It happened to me once on the 
Auckland Sun, which published for a year 
in 1987 and 1988.

 I was on the late-night reporting shift 
when the police radio went berserk at 1am. 
MP Ross Meurant’s Northcote property 
had been firebombed. Tony Barrass, a 
larger-than-life Australian, was the “stone 
sub” putting the paper to bed. Production 
was stopped as I headed out to the scene, 
meeting a photographer there. I filed my 
copy to Barrass, who put a new front page 
together.  We didn’t know it then, but those 
were golden days for newspapers:  banging 
out stories on typewriters with three highly 
competitive dailies operating in the city. 

Barrass returned to Australia, becoming 
internationally famous when he was jailed 
for seven days for refusing to reveal a tax-de-
partment source when questioned in court. 

I was saddened to hear of his death last 
week in Perth, of cancer, aged 58. I also 
couldn’t help feeling nostalgic for a once-
great industry filled with unforgettable 
characters.

Covid impact: cinema operator feels the pinch
An expanded programme of live events at 

the Victoria Theatre over the next few months 
has been developed to offset the financial 
ravages of Covid-19.

The Vic operator Philipp Jaser said the 
lockdowns had given him time to work up a 
schedule of live bookings.

Acts confirmed over the next few months 
include:

• The Wonderfish Collective
• The Julie Lamb Orchestra
• David Paterson and friends
• A Led Zeppelin tribute band
• Toby and the Rest
• Debbie Harwood and Bonnie Hurunui
• A Depot Artspace and The Vic combined 

talent quest
• Regular open-mic nights
“We are aiming to develop both our film 

offerings and the live shows so they cross-pol-
linate each other. People who come for the 
shows can see what we have in the cinemas 
and vice versa.” 

The Vic has also improved its lighting rig, 
so users no longer have to pay the $700 need-
ed to hire their own gear, making the theatre 
more attractive to performers. 

In other new developments, a  Dutch film 
festival will be held from 29 April to 2 May, 
and the possibility of a heritage film festival 
was being developing for later this year. 

The Devonport community had been sup-
portive of The Vic, “but we don’t want people 
to get complacent. What we really need is 
for them to come out and see the movies and 
the shows.”

Covid-19 had been a financial disaster for 
cinemas and live venues, and The Vic was 
no different.

Jaser, who took over running the theatre 
in 2012, said after an initial upsurge from a 
low base, patronage had grown steadily and 
then consolidated. 

At the start of 2020, The Vic was looking to 
move into its next phase. Jaser had appointed 
an experienced  programme manager, Doro-
thee Basel. He had regularly been working 
12-hour days, and was hoping to be able to 
get a bit of time off. 

But in February 2020, attendance dropped 
by 10 per cent from 2019. “The alarm bells 
were ringing – it was the start of the fear of 
Covid. People began to get cautious about 
going out.” 

Then came the lockdowns. The Vic was 
closed for around eight weeks. 

Reserves set aside to carry the theatre over 
winter were quickly used up. New-release 
movies were put back. The wage subsidy kept 
the staff going, but bills continued to mount: 
insurance, maintenance and the like. 

With the latest lockdowns and uncertainty, 
The Vic is barely breaking even. 

But Jaser is determined to keep his staff 
of three full-time equivalents intact, and has 
even contemplated taking some “work on the 
side” to help support the business. 

Closing wasn’t an option. “I’m a sucker for 
a challenge – that’s why I came to The Vic in 
the first place, for the challenge.”

Jaser concedes he is lucky he doesn’t 
have to pay rent like other cinemas around 

Auckland. The building is owned by Auckland 
Council and administered by the Victoria The-
atre Trust. Jaser has a management contract 
whereby a percentage of each ticket sold goes 
to the trust. 

When the Flagstaff called in to the Vic last 
Friday, the only thing for sale was the Devon-
port Gelato that is made on-site. Jaser intro-
duced in-house production six years ago, after 
national supplier Tip Top ran out of product, 
threatening a major income earner for the Vic. 

“We are the only cinema in Auckland to 
make our own ice cream,” Jaser says. 

He hopes it is this type of innovation that 
will see the theatre through. “Covid has 
been a massive challenge for us, but the Vic 
is a community gem – together we can get 
through this.”

Tough times… but Philipp Jaser 
and The Vic are up for the 
challenge  
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New galleries at the Navy Museum celebrate 
both the service’s present-day activities and give 
a glimpse into its earliest years at Torpedo Bay.

By reclaiming dank old storage spaces, the 
museum has expanded its public space and 
reach, with a designated room to be used for 
educational activities as well. 

Opened quietly around lockdowns, the new 
galleries show a side of the Navy away from 
the museum’s primary focus on its role in 20th 
century conflicts. 

Museum staff are keen for the public to en-
gage with today’s Navy, while also appreciating 
how it became established at the site in the Victo-
rian era and what was there before colonisation.

The centrepiece of the new galleries, which 
link from the museum’s main entrance, is Te 
Taua Moana gallery. This sizable room, to the 
shore side of the building, has rail tracks on 
its floor, dating from its use as a mine store. It 
includes models and interactive displays about 
the modern Royal New Zealand Navy fleet. 

Over the years, the gallery has been used by 
the Navy band and sailing club. 

To get there, visitors pass through the yet-
to-be-finished Te Hapua gallery, named for the 
Maori name for Torpedo Bay. In partnership 
with Auckland iwi, this passageway will tell 
the story of early Maori occupation of the area, 
along with insights into historical European life. 

In the atrium between galleries, a glassed end 
wall sheds light on uncovered remains of early 
military equipment. A partially restored turnta-
ble can be seen through a glass display circle in 
the floor. In a small rear external courtyard, other 
memorabilia is on display, including a propeller 
from HMNZS Canterbury, which will soon be 
joined by a gun from HMNZS Kaniere. 

Part of a wrought-iron gate, painted red, has 
been salvaged for display from the land base, 
HMNZS Philomel.

Leading off the atrium is Tuhara, a classroom 
space to host everything from school and visitor 
groups to training in Naval history for service 
personnel. 

Navy Museum expands into new public spaces

Before and after... the Navy Museum has a new gallery space (top), 
created in what was once a dank storage area (above) 

Simon Watts 
MP for North Shore
09 486 0005 • northshore@parliament.govt.nz
187c Hurstmere Road, Takapuna, Auckland 0622 

Authorised by Simon Watts, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.
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Boundary lines are indicative only

Belmont 2/11 Winscombe Street

2 1 1 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 18 Mar 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.30pm

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Brick and tile beauty with own back garden

Nicely located opposite the open fields of Takapuna Grammar, this brick and tile unit is an extra

appealing option. It is one of three and has a one third share of a kiwi quarter acre site of 1,012sqm,

complete with its own back garden which is fenced and safe for kids or pets. Such a garden is a very

rare find on a cross lease title. Well maintained and beautifully presented with extra-large garage

and plenty of additional storage. It is light and spacious, with a special glass porch enabling the

northerly sun to beam indoors all day long. Perfect as an investment, or an easy-care home in a

convenient location, this is a unit well worth your early consideration.

bayleys.co.nz/1470431

bayleys.co.nz
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A LTO G E T H E R  B E T T E R Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

FOR MARKETING 
THAT SELLS 
ALL OVER DEVONPORT

Linda Simmons 
027 459 0957  |  linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz 
www.lindasimmons.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

TOP 5% 

OF BAYLEYS SALES
PEOPLE 2019/2020
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Covid brings famed jiu-jitsu name to Devonport
Interview 

Her family is a household name in Brazil and 
a legend all over the martial arts world.  And 
though Kauan Gracie has been pretty much 
flying under the radar, living quietly with her 
partner in central Devonport, she’s hoping she’ll 
be a big hit with our kids very soon. 

Far from her South American home, she’s 
bringing the famed Brazilian Gracie Jiu Jitsu 
brand to town, starting with local lessons for 
children, following a year of meeting with 
jiu-jitsu practitioners around the country and 
teaching wherever she has been invited. 

“I was surprised to find how many people are 
already doing jiu-jitsu all over  New Zealand ,” 
says Kauan, a third-generation member of the 
Gracie family who introduced jiu-jitsu to Brazil 
nearly a century ago. 

She hadn’t been thinking of  starting  another 
branch of the family business in this corner of 
the world , but Covid changed all that when she 
was just weeks into exploring New Zealand.

“When I arrived here on New Year’s Day 
2020, I knew I had come to experience the 
beauty and the nature of the country. But I 
couldn’t have known that I would fall in love 
with this place or that I’d be staying for a lot 
longer than I planned.” 

When The Flagstaff caught up with her on 
the veranda of the Devonport cottage she now 
calls home, the striking 30-something talks 
about “growing up a Gracie” and making a 
life, Kiwi-style. 

She is the daughter of Rickson Gracie, the 
widely acknowledged greatest jiu-jitsu fighter 
of his time, who is now retired, in his 60s and 
living in the US. It was Rickson’s father and 
uncles who started the sport in Brazil with their 
own adaptations and later launched the Gracie 
brand in the USA. 

The brothers perfected a Brazilian style of 
jiu-jitsu that could teach the little guys on the    
streets in Rio de Janeiro – or wherever the 
threat of attack loomed large – how to defend 
themselves. 

The family story in martial arts began after 
grandfather Helio and his brothers met up with 

a Japanese martial-arts star who had come to 
their country and was keen to teach others his 
skills.  The Gracie brothers loved it and ran with 
it, opening the first of many schools in Rio in 
1925, setting generations to come on the path 
to fame and fortune. 

If you were born into it, it definitely shaped 
your world in many ways, says the first member 
of the family to put down roots in New Zealand.

She recounts the beginnings: “My grand-

father Helio watched his brothers but he was 
also interested in the self-defence potential of 
this martial art. He wanted to make it about 
leverage, so that smaller, weaker people could 
defend themselves from a stronger attacker.” 

In creating the Gracie Jiu Jitsu style, he 
developed what is known as the ‘guard po-
sition’ where a person who finds themselves 
underneath an attacker can still make an 
offensive attack.

“It takes it away from being super strong 
and makes it ideal for weaker people or smaller 
people like kids and young women,” his grand-
daughter explains.

A couple of generations on, there is a very 
large dynasty of Gracies. Some mystique, suc-
cess and many stories have surrounded them in 
sports media and, more recently, social media. 

Big families were the norm in their culture, 
and as fathers and then their sons, had so many 
kids, there are more Gracies in the family tree 
than can easily be counted.   

Many of the family have built businesses on 
Gracie Jiu Jitsui, starting studios of their own 
as their fathers have retired. Lists of jiu-jitsu 
competitions everywhere often show a Gracie 
family involved at the top level. 

With her New Zealand visit extended by the global pandemic, a member of a famous Brazilian jiu-jitsu 
dynasty is offering Kiwis the benefits of her expertise. Kauan Gracie tells Helen Vause about growing up ‘on 

the mat’ and bringing a taste of South American self-defence – and dance – to Auckland.

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

If you are not already purchasing at Belmont  
Pharmacy you are probably paying too much!!
Great prices backed by over 30 years of experience.
www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

In her blood... Kauan Gracie learned jiu-jitsu as part of a Brazilian clan 
prominent in the history of the martial art
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The third son of Helio, Rickson Gracie  was 
the one picked to have the greatest promise, 
and his kids grew up to tales of win after win in 
matches at home and abroad. But his daughter 
wanted to deviate from the family path before 
coming back to jiu-jitsui. 

Growing up a Gracie with her father a famous 
fighter didn’t seem to be anything different or 
special to her as a kid, she recalls. 

“Sure we’d come home and Dad would have 
us rolling round on the mat all the time. We 
were always playing jiu-jitsu. And our parents 
had very strong views on how we ate and how 
we lived. But that’s just what we knew as kids. 
You didn’t think too much about it.”

The family left Brazil to set up their business 
in the US, where Kauan grew up. 

“They never pressured me and they knew 
early on that my heart lay with dance. That’s 
still true today, but I have now come back to 
teaching jiu-jitsui .”

Following her dream in the US, she gained 
a fine-arts degree majoring in dance, aiming to 
dance, teach and maybe to travel doing both. 

She went to work in Italy, and later back 
home again, for seven years in Brazil.  In Rio, 
the famous annual carnival beckoned this 
talented and athletic young dancer more than 
once, and a highlight for her was choreograph-
ing a huge group of 600 for a mass samba in 
the spectacle. 

But jiu-jitsu drew her back into the family 
fold  and to the US again, with a sister in Yaki-
ma, Washington keen to start up an academy 
under the Gracie brand. 

“I resisted at first, but then I said yes and I was 

back in a family academy,” she recalls
“We started with nothing and I wound up 

working with 120 kids. We started right down 
with preschoolers and went to teens. I’m very 
proud of the impact that we had on that com-
munity.”

Covid has shut gyms and academies every-
where, and the giant festival in Rio was 
largely online this year. Although the streets 

of Devonport are by far quieter, Gracie says 
she is very happy to be here and she’s taking 
the opportunity to build her own jiu-jitsu and 
exercise following.  

Last year, she was invited to work with 
groups in Rotorua and New Plymouth and she 
led self-defence classes at Rutherford College 
in Te Atatu. 

“I love travelling around this beautiful 
country,” says Gracie, who hopes to offer  her 
self-defence classes to more teenage girls at 
Auckland secondary schools.

She already has a following at her intense 

‘hot’ pilates classes at Britomart and her ‘Hot 
Latino’ dance class in the city is an option for a 
whole other set of fast moves. 

Locally, she has her eye on starting classes 
for kids, from tots to teenagers. 

“I can plant a seed to start a community here 
too,” she says.

“Kids today are just stupefied by technology 
and it’s just such an unhealthy way for them to 
be living. There’s no shortcut to wellness – it’s 
about what you put in your mouth and what you 
do with your body. And that’s the same through 
your life from early childhood.” 

“Jiu-jitsu  for kids is much more about move-
ment and playfulness than it is about strict rules 
and moves. They love it, and in my experience 
it can give them so much. 

“It’s character building and it develops co-
ordination, respect, teamwork and discipline. 
The younger they start, the better,” says Gracie. 

“I love working with kids and with young 
women. They are the ones who can get so much 
out of this and benefit the most.”

She knows she’s living in a pretty safe place 
in this town, but says an ever-present frisson of 
fear is part of growing up a Brazilian woman. 

She recounts an early story of her first days 
in New Zealand and how she realised she’d 
washed up in another world.

“I’d asked a woman for directions to the 
nearest gas station. She suggested I follow her 
car. We seemed to be driving on and on and I 
was starting to worry about where she might be 
leading me. Next minute she stops, rolls down 
her window and points to the gas station. 

“I love that about New Zealanders.”

Interview 

Classic hit... Thompson and crew aboard Prize.

INDOOR MARKET

MARKET
MEETS MILFORD CENTRE 
MARKET

Find out more milfordcentre.co.nz

Milford Shopping Centre
24 Milford Road, Milford

SUNDAY 28TH MARCH
10AM - 4PM

milfordcentre.co.nz

“I couldn’t have known 
that I would fall in love 
with this place or that 
I’d be staying for a lot 
longer than I planned.”
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Business changes
Echo Design has closed its store 

at 67 Victoria Rd, consolidating its 
business into its fashion outlet on the 
other side of the street at 30 Victoria 
Rd. Lack of tourists and costs in the 
face of Covid-19 were the reasons for 
the retrenchment.  

A new cafe,11/11 Make a Wish, has 
opened in the premises previously 
occupied by Twisted Tomato, and 
Vapeys vape store opened in Clarence 
St last month. The start-ups follow a run 
of closures in the village. 

On Lake Rd, Belmont, coffee store 
and pizzeria Toni’s has taken the space 
vacated by Hell pizza which moved to 
Byron Ave in Takapuna. New operators 
are also set to take over Bella Monte on 
Williamson Ave. 

Openings rescheduled
Shore Junction’s delayed official 

opening is now scheduled for 19 March, 
lockdown alert levels permitting. The 
youth hub, in the old RSA building on 
Northcote Rd, Takapuna, will be home 
to a variety of community groups. 

North Shore MP Simon Watts is 
shifting electorate office from Anzac 
St to 38 Earnoch Ave, Takapuna. 
His opening last week had to be 
postoponed to 15 March.  

Downed goalposts on the Fort Takapuna 
playing field will be put back up, says 
Auckland Council. The posts were damaged 
during attempted renovations and, prior 
to the latest lockdown, were to have been 

reinstated last month. 
Old timber bench seating at the opposite, 

northern, end of the field is also unusable, 
with planking removed because it was 
considered unsafe.

Repaired posts the goal at Fort Takapuna

Last post... one set of the distinctive combined football and rugby 
goalposts at Fort Takapuna has been left in pieces 

News Briefs

Tucked away in the leafy suburb of 
Belmont, sits Eversleigh Hospital. A 
private, friendly 35-bed facility that 
offers long-term, hospital, rest-home 
and respite care.

Surrounded by mature trees and na-
tive birdsongs, Eversleigh is as com-
fortable, peaceful and cozy as any bou-
tique homestay. Our point of difference 
being our size; we can offer a more 
personal and familiar approach with a 
focus on individuality. 

We have established colourful gar-
dens and plenty of outdoor seating 
areas, which provide the perfect back-
drop for our regular outdoor activities 
including BBQs and Happy Hours. Our 
very own organic vegetable garden 
provides fresh greens and herbs daily.

Our A+grade kitchen and in-house 
chef offer a large variety of healthy 
balanced foods as well as daily home 
baked goodies.

Due to our comfortable size, our 
residents can enjoy one-on-one time 

as well as group activities to suit indi-
vidual likes and pastimes, from cook-
ing and art classes to guest entertain-
ers and outings. We also enjoy a good 
party, including multi-cultural days and 
Karaoke!

Please feel free to make an 
appointment with our manager  

Sharon Hansen to visit  
and view the facility       

eversleigh.hospital@gmail.com

EVERSLEIGH HOSPITAL
Respect and Dignity for Individuality

June, our oldest resident,  
says she loves her privacy and her  
personalised room that overlooks  

the lovely garden and trees. 

“I feel at home here,  
I love to participate in all the  
activities and outdoor fun.”

Johnnie, who is a regular visitor to 
June, also likes to take part in the 
many activities too and is always 

made to feel welcome.

12 Coronation Street  |  Belmont, Auckland 0622  |  Ph 09 4897292  |  Fax 09 4897249
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Fears are mounting that cycleways and walk-
ways planned for the North Shore may be held 
up by a design review of the SkyPath over the 
Auckland Harbour Bridge.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board deputy 
chair George Wood has called for an update on 
the project from Waka Kotahi / New Zealand 
Transport Agency (NZTA). 

The Flagstaff understands other interested 
parties also want to know what is happening 
with the much-vaunted cross-harbour link to 
the Northern Pathway, which will parallel the 
motorway from Akoranga Bus Station. 

Ultimately, a network of neighbourhood cy-
cleways has been envisaged, from the Esmonde 
Rd area to Devonport and Albany.   

“SkyPath seems nowhere near proceeding, 
especially in the wake of the Harbour Bridge 
damage,” Wood told the last local board meet-
ing. Since then, NZTA has acknowledged that 
the bridge will not be able to be strengthened 
more in the future due to the weight of installing 
extra steel and that, in time, its traffic volumes 
may need active management. 

This information, gleaned under questioning 
at a Parliamentary select committee, has raised 
more questions over SkyPath, which former 
Transport Minister Phil Twyford said in 2018 
would be underway this year. 

North Shore MP Simon Watts told the Flag-
staff he supported the idea of a cycle link from 
the city to the North Shore, but was concerned 
costs had mounted from $67 million in 2018.

Bike Auckland chair Barbara Cuthbert said 

the lobby group was seeking more clarity. 
“We understand and share the concerns of 
local board members and the large number of 
Aucklanders who have been keenly anticipat-
ing delivery of this highly useful and strategic 
cycling project.” 

Both NZTA and the current Minister of 
Transport, Michael Woods, say they are 
committed to the now $360 million West-
haven-to-Akoranga project. But acquisition 
of properties at its North Shore end remains 
unfinished. 

A design review was commissioned after 
a truck hit the bridge last September, shutting 
lanes on the State Highway 1 route. Overseas 
experts were asked to sign off the bridge repairs 
and advise on its structural integrity. 

But last week, NZTA would not give the 
Flagstaff any idea of how long the review would 
take or say if the timeline had been extended. 
“It takes as long as it takes,” said a spokesman, 
Darryl Walker. 

NZTA national manager of infrastructure 
delivery Andrew Thackwray said earlier that 
the Northern Pathway’s funding was committed 
under the New Zealand Upgrade Programme 
and a walking and cycling connnection over 
the Waitemata Harbour was a priority for the 
Government and NZTA. 

“In September, Waka Kotahi appointed an 
alliance to deliver the project and that alliance 
is working on examining and optimising the 
design to ensure that the connection is fit for 
purpose and will meet the needs of current and 

future users. Waka Kotahi will provide more 
information on our revised programme when 
this work is complete,” he said. 

Walker rejected suggestions that the strength-
ening issues with the bridge revealed at the 
select committee hearing might be causing 
hold-ups, but did say “this review is taking 
longer than expected”. 

What Walker described as an alliance of 
construction companies is still assessing the 
suitability of the Skypath bridge design. This 
process had to be got right, he said, so was 
“open-ended”. Asked about the cost implica-
tions of any time lags on the project, he said 
“that’s all part of the review”.

A second harbour crossing to cope with 
Auckland’s growth and supplement the bridge, 
which is used by more than 170,000 vehicles 
on weekdays, is still in the planning stages. The 
National Party, Automobile Association and 
Auckland business leaders have all appealed 
for more infrastructure urgency. 

Thackwray said NZTA, Auckland Transport 
(AT) and Auckland Council had partnered to 
investigate a longer-term plan to strengthen 
transport links to the North Shore. “As part of 
that work, AT is urgently working on a business 
case to optimise the Northern Busway as the 
public transport connection between the city 
and the North Shore. The larger piece of work, 
referred to as the Additional Waitematā Harbour 
Connections project, is still at least 15 years 
away from construction and involves planning 
work for rapid transit and road connections.”

Bridge issues raise doubts over SkyPath progress

RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES

8 Bellcroft Place, Belmont
Multi offer with 5 offers 

5 Coronation Street, Belmont
Auction brought forward 

1 Cambridge Terrace, Devonport
Record sale

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

WE LOVE

LOCAL
Vic & Jemma would like to thank all their amazing clients for helping them to 
achieve Top of Office - Bayleys Devonport December 2020 and January 2021 

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT, 
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008Victoria 021 679 349  |  Jemma 021 246 5300  |  www.vicandjemma.co.nz
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Support 
your 

paper for 
the price 

of a cup of 
coffee.

20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
•    The Devonport Arts Festival is cancelled 

due to a lack of funds. Only $14,000 of 
around $40,000 needed for the event has 
been raised.

•    Devonport peninsula athletes Candice 
Cull, Tom Elton and James Doyle win 
13 medals between them at the Auckland 
junior swimming champs.

•    The Navy launches free base tours to mark 
its 60th anniversary.

•    Bed and Breakfast Villa Cambria is voted 
the best in New Zealand. It is selected 
above 161 other B & Bs throughout New 
Zealand, winning the premium-accommo-
dation section.

•    Devonport Primary’s school fees sky-
rocket to $260 per year – up $100 on the 
previous year. Parents will pay $60 more 
per child than any other school on the 
peninsula. Belmont Intermediate and St 
Leo’s are second-highest. Other school’ 
fees are: Stanley Bay $190, Takapuna 
Grammar $180, Vauxhall School $170, 
Hauraki School $150, Belmont Primary 
$140 and Bayswater School $100.

•    A Department of Conservation report  
recommends North Shore City Council 
takes over the restoration and occupancy 
of buildings on North Head.

•    A new Devonport community constable is 
set to start in March.

•    Bayswater Primary has received $250,000 
for a school hall.

•    Belmont Primary is leasing its school out 
to the Korean community on Saturday 
mornings. It will raise between $10,000 
and $20,000.

•    A three-bedroom villa in Cheltenham is 
on the market for $545,000.

•    The Education Review Office praises 
Vauxhall School for its innovative rela-
tionship with the Navy. Principal Maggie 
Twaddle had asked Navy personnel to take 
sports days because she was concerned at 
a lack of male role models for the children 
at Vauxhall.  

•    Prolific letter writer Christopher Dunne is 
the Flagstaff interview subject. 

Interview subject... Christopher Dunne

Judo and Brazilian Jiu Jitsu BJJ are back on the
Peninsular at the Devonport Squash Club.

69 Wairoa Road Narrowneck
Come for a free trial. All info on the website.

www.alivedojo.co.nz

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Like many cities, Auckland is evolving to 
meet the infrastructure demands of its growing 
population and to address staggering inequal-
ities that are not necessarily created, but cer-
tainly exacerbated, by the city’s housing crisis. 

Because the Unitary Plan sensibly seeks 
to limit urban sprawl, many residents will 
see new housing being built in their neigh-
bourhoods.

As several articles in the 12 February issue 
signal, residents are concerned about how 
those changes affect their lives, surroundings 
and sense of belonging. That’s understanda-
ble. To a degree. But does the addition of 48 
dwellings really take “a human toll”? Is it ex-
treme and horrific? And does it really destroy 
people’s lifestyle? Or, is this privilege talking?

Affluent suburbs like those on the peninsula 

experience significantly less urban change than 
more deprived Auckland neighbourhoods. 

Partly, this is because the largest building 
projects take place where Kāinga Ora owns 
much land. In places such as Glen Innes, 
Mangere, Mt Roskill and Northcote, thou-
sands of new homes are being built. Existing 
public housing is demolished to make space 
for denser housing. While this includes new 
public housing, much of this land is opened to 
the private market. As a result, many residents 
experience enormous upheaval, including 
having to move from long-time homes and, 
sometimes, to new neighbourhoods. Often, 
these developments lead to gentrification, 
which can radically transform neighbourhoods 
and make new amenities unaffordable for 
low-income residents. 

Existing residents generally have very little 
say in any of these matters. No front-page 
news there.

What happens in Belmont and elsewhere on 
the peninsula is small fry and impacts existing 
residents much less. Sure, there’s construction 
noise and increased traffic to contend with, but 
this level of housing construction is unlikely to 
transform the character of the neighbourhood. 

Current residents are not losing their homes, 
they are not displaced, the beach is still around 
the corner and the sky won’t fall. 

It is worth remembering that an increasing 
number of Aucklanders will never be able to 
afford a lifestyle that includes owning a home 
and living in an affluent neighbourhood close 
to the city. 
Jessica Terruh

For more than five years, I have written 
numerous letters to your fine publication 
expressing concerns about the cumulative 
impact of the current  housing intensification 
in Devonport/Belmont on both current and 
future residents. As far as the powers that 
be go, this has been largely a waste of time.

Whilst I acknowledge these new devel-
opments provide a roof over people’s heads, 
there has to be a better way. Your editorial 
(Flagstaff 26 February) expressing concern 
about the proposal to erect 48 houses on Lake 
Rd, not being publicly notified, has spurred 
yet another letter.

I can only conclude the Auckland Council 
staff making these decisions are “ in the 
pockets” of the developers, including Ngati 
Whatua o Orakei, and the Panel Beaters 
Association.

I find it hard to fathom that at a council 
level nobody seems to be considering the 
cumulative effects of all these developments 
on residents, particularly landscape amen-
ity, infrastructure and traffic. For example, 
Northboro Rd is a nightmare, with parking on 
both sides of the road causing traffic to bank 
up and local panel beaters to rub their hands 
with glee. I would hate to  think what would 
happen in an emergency.  

I pity the poor mugs who live to the south 
of the new multi- storey Housing Corporation 
development at 100 Lake Rd, who will now 
get no sun.

My only reason for optimism is that Ruth 
Jackson, the new Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board Chair will lead a more open, enlight-
ened approach to local affairs than the last 
regime. Ruth’s first task in May should be to 

demand that council urgently put a halt to any 
new developments until an urgent compre-
hensive plan for housing intensification in the 
Devonport/Belmont area is completed.  This 
would include their cumulative impacts on:

● landscape amenity
● infrastructure
● traffic, etc.
A series of local-resident workshops 

run by Ruth could come up with solutions. 
Many residents are New Zealand’s leading 
resource-management planners, landscape 
architects, architects, traffic-management 
planners, accountants and financial planners, 
engineers, lawyers and barristers, builders, 
concrete and drainage professionals, and 
motor mechanics and panelbeaters, etc, who 
may be prepared to give their time pro bono.
Bruce Tubb  

Belmont and peninsula development small fry

Coordinated approach needed for peninsula development

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz

Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Nicole Plewinski PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E nicole.plewinski@harcourts.co.nz
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Auckland Council is currently consult-
ing the communities across the Auckland 
region on the merits or otherwise of the 
council’s 10-year budget, or long-term 
plan for the years 2021 to 2031. This is an 
arduous planning process that is undertaken 
every three years.

As part of this planning there is a specific 
consultation on two Auckland Council 
properties in Takapuna and Devonport: one 
is the former Devonport Borough Council 
office at 3 Victoria Rd, Devonport, and the 
other the former Takapuna Borough Coun-
cil library at 2 The Strand, Takapuna. In the 
case of the 3 Victoria Rd building, it slowly 
became less and less required after the 
Devonport Borough was amalgamated into 
the North Shore City in 1989. This building 
nowadays has seismic risk factors and, as 
the Flagstaff recently reported, it has been 
vacant for 1005 days since 9 July 2018.

The former Takapuna Library has been 
vacant, according to the Rangitoto Observ-
er, since March 2018 for 946 days. It also 
has seismic issues and is nowadays not 
required by Auckland Council.

As both these properties are herit-
age-schedule buildings and may be viewed 
as strategic assets under the council’s 
Significance and Engagement Policy, there 
must be a consultation process.

Auckland Council’s governing body has 
a preferred option for disposal of the prop-
erties. This would mean placing the prop-
erties on the open market. In each case, any 
seismic upgrade would be the responsibility 
of the purchaser not the council.

In the case of 2 The Strand, as it is a 
building funded by an endowment, there 
is a likelihood that the proceeds of the 
sale could be used within the boundaries 
of the former Takapuna Borough Council. 
In the case of the Devonport property, the 
proceeds would go into the general council 
funding pool.

More details can be found in the 10-year 
budget (2021-2031) supporting information 
at section 7.18 (proposals related to strate-
gic assets). It can be found on the web pages 
at https://rb.gy/iudaam.

Please do advise Auckland Council of 
your views.
George Wood, CNZM
Deputy chair, Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board

Time to put your 
views on old council 

office sell-off plan

Letters 

Body line with Guy Body 

Auckland Councillor Chris Darby says it’s 
hard to back losers. On the ferry at Stanley 
Bay, I’d have to agree with him.  But here’s the 
reality check: this mob built a floating wharf 
not that long ago for this service – mindlessly 
designed, with no feasibility study to back the 
investment. Even five minutes on a calculator 
would have done the trick to avoid backing 
the losers. That’s Auckland Transport staff 
for you. 

Darby’s mob continues to choke up the 
peninsula, planning nothing except massive 
infill housing and building mindless roads like 

the four-lane Tamaki Drive with huge pedes-
trian and cycleways but not enough room to 
swing a cat, let alone four car lanes that are 
so narrow – with no safety barrier.

Meanwhile,  Polly’s Park has been vandal-
ised and closed for no real reason. Madness 
abounds in this city and safety is always the 
crutch used by the PC brigade. Some people 
want to slow down traffic, such as on Vaux-
hall Rd. Ye gods, we are nearly at a standstill 
already; it can take an hour some days to get 
to Takapuna. 
Ron Dykman 

Losing time and sense on Darby’s watch

I am really upset – taking it as a person-
al affront actually – to discover there’s a 
vaping shop opening in Clarence St. I have 
always thought of Devonport as being the 
final bastion of common sense and decency 
in a crazy world, but now this, in our family 

community!  
Were we given a chance to submit against 

its appearance – as we have been able to 
do in the past for proposed shops selling 
alcohol?  Did I miss the notification?
M Cathie 

Affronted by vape-shop opening

Letters to the Editor
Letters are welcome.  

Please limit to 300 words on  Devonport peninsula topics. send to 
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Can we humans and the endangered shore 
plovers please have a dog-free-at-all-times 
beach?  How nice it would be to be able to 
confidently sit on the grass and sand know-
ing we are not sitting on the traces of dog 
droppings or pee and to watch birds that 
haven’t been scared away by dogs either on 
or off-leash.  

On that note, ‘No Dogs’ (at all) on sports 
fields does not actually mean ‘dog-exercise 

park when games are not being played.’ There 
is a reason that dogs are not permitted on 
sports fields, please respect it. 

And to the utterly selfish dog owner/s 
who persistently use people’s newly emptied 
rubbish bins to conveniently drop your dog 
faeces – I suppose you deliberately choose the 
bins that belong to back properties or are in 
front of high fences to avoid being caught out? 
J Leighton

Dogged by canines and their selfish owners
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“When Sean first visited our home he was 
courteous and extremely professional. He 
took time to explain how retrofit double glazing 
works, showed us what it would look like and 
sent a video link so we could see how it was 
manufactured. He inspected our timber window 
joinery thoroughly to ensure it was of good 
enough quality to go through the process before 
giving us a quote. I felt very reassured by his 
meticulous approach. Before we accepted the 
quote, Sean arranged for us to visit a local 
house so we could see his work in situ and 
chat with the owners. They were extremely 
complimentary about the process and results. 
Their windows were double glazed and refitted 
to an excellent standard. We were completely 
confident we were making the right choice. 

Sean and his colleague Keeghan treated 
our home like they were caring for their own. 
They worked carefully and quickly and kept 
any disruption to a minimum - I enjoyed having 
them here and the boys were happy for me to 
watch their progress. Our windows and doors 
look amazing - we’re actually looking forward to 
winter, not dreading it. 

If you want the very best in double glazing 
that keeps heat in or out, provides effective 
draught-proofing, reduces noise and works in 

perfect harmony with the character of your villa 
or home, don’t hesitate to contact Sean and his 
team.”

Ellie Gray and Duncan Ecob,  
Devonport, March 2021

Retrofit double glazing into 
your Devonport beauty!  

Sean Collins, Managing Director of The Dou-
ble Glazing Company North Shore, doesn’t need 
to shout out from his retrofit windows - his quiet 
confidence in his own expertise and the proof of 
his work speaks volumes for itself.  That said, it’s 
his clients who do the shout outs for him - word 
of mouth recommendations go a long way in our 
community, and he’s got advocacy in abundance!   

Sean has been in the industry for 10 years work-
ing for a company that has designed and developed 
its own system over 15 years to maximise the per-
formance of both glass and joinery.  He specialises 
in full replacement and retrofit double glazing for 
all windows – both aluminum and timber. Follow-
ing his success in The Double Glazing Company 
Waikato, Sean has recently moved to the North 
Shore as owner and operator of The Double Glaz-
ing Company North Shore.  His clients can’t speak 
highly enough of his calm approach, his extensive 
knowledge and his specialization in full replace-
ment timber joinery and retrofit double glazing.  
His passion for retaining the character and individ-
uality of Devonport villas and bungalows shows in 
his attention to detail and the quality and longev-
ity of his work is clear through his and his team’s 
superior workmanship. Sean, Keeghan and Leko 
approach each client’s project with respect, clear 
communication and diligence - a combination that 
really sets them apart from the get-go. As project 
manager, Sean involves himself in the entire pro-
cess from initial consultation to final polish of the 
new windows.  He prides himself on being hands-
on with tools in hand, always accessible, responsi-
ble and respectful throughout.  His clients trust him 
and his team - and the testimonials prove it!  

Call Sean now to get booked in before the 
winter rush and experience the difference that 
The Double Glazing Company can bring to 
your home. 

� Key�Aspects�of�The�Double�
Glazing�Company�Service

•  Superior timber retrofit system
•  Maintain the unique character of your home
•  Exemplary workmanship and attention to detail
•  High performance supertherm double glazing 

for excellent noise reduction and heat retention
•  Long lasting draught-proofing solutions
•  BOOKING NOW for pre-winter installations 
•  FREE argon gas for added heat retention  

for all pre-winter bookings

Retrofit your Character Villa
Ph 027 861 9525

Email sean.collins@doubleglaze.co.nz
www.doubleglaze.co.nz

The Double Glazing Company North Shore

Sean and Keeghan

Duncan and Ellie
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If you listen to most people in Devonport, 
Lake Rd congestion has reached crisis point. 
If it hasn’t, it very soon will.

And a crisis demands an emergency 
solution.

I was on the Devonport Community Board 
when the cycleway was first proposed. The 
question I asked was: “Would there be any 
detrimental effect on the current road users?” 
“Definitely not,” was the reply.

Well, that was either a lie or incompetence.
In those days, 39,000 vehicles went up and 

down Lake Rd each day. I shudder to think 
what the number must be today.

And yet, has the number of cyclists in-
creased exponentially or even incrementally? 

The other thing that sticks out from those 
early meetings was the cycleway was sold 
to Devonport as a “lane from Devonport to 
Takapuna”. To many, that sounded enticing, 
progressive.

Unfortunately, it was nothing but a bla-
tant lie. The cycle lane doesn’t go through 
to Takapuna, and there was never a plan to 
take it through.

Instead, it goes off to nowhere down Es-
monde Road.

The other contentious point was where the 

cycle lane went through Belmont shops, it 
stopped. So in the most dangerous area of all 
for cyclists, the council was saying, “You’re 
on your own now, see you on the other side.” 
If you ever made it.

When this danger was raised with the coun-
cil engineer, we were told that the cycle lane 
would be advertised as unsafe for children. 
Did that ever happen?

What is not known is that the Community 
Board members would never admit the cycle 
lanes were a mistake, because to take them 
out would mean the Board would have to 
repay New Zealand Transport Agency the 
half-million dollars loaned to put them in.

So, what I am suggesting, is to rip the cycle 
lanes out and reinstate the roadway as it was, 
with double lanes where it is most congested.

It won’t solve the problem completely, but 
until the council dig deep enough into their 
pockets to solve the problem completely, it 
is a good start.

And before anyone starts jumping up 
and down and accuses me of being anti-cy-
cling, I will remind them that I grew up in 
Christchurch and rode a bike every day, 
including to work, until I left, aged 22.
Roger Brittenden

Rip out Lake Rd cycle lanes –   
their introduction was based on lies

Monday 15 February. Alert Level 3,  
Day 1 (7am. P***ing down with rain).

Set off along Victoria Rd towards Ngataringa 
Park. Picked up three random dogs’ poos be-
tween Victoria Superette and Moseley Avenue, 
(one right in the middle of the footpath).

Picked up four more in Ngataringa Park. Yay! 
None spotted on the golf course, but another 
two at Fort Takapuna, which I had to leave as I 
had exhausted my supply of poo bags. Arrived 
home 8.15am soaked and grumpy. 

Tuesday 16 February. Alert Level 3,  
Day 2 (7am. Drizzling).

Different route today to keep pooch and 
self from getting too bored. Victoria Rd to 
waterfront, to Naval Base entrance, up steps 
to Calliope Rd, across Stanley Bay Park and 
around the road bordering Ngataringa Navy 
Sports Field, through Melrose Reserve and 
home. Seemingly a more responsible class of 
dog ownership in these environs as only one 
abandoned poo found. Arrived home 7.50am, 
mildly damp and cheerful.

Wednesday 17 February. Alert Level 3  
Day 3 (7am. Sunny).

Mt Victoria. In the first 50 metres I encoun-
tered four poos, all very close together. At this 
stage, I decided to photo and catalogue (and pick 
up) all the doggy detritus found along the way. 
By the time I got to eight, I retraced my footsteps 
(much to my canine’s dismay – thinking she 
was being short-changed in the morning-walk 
stakes) to collect from home more poo bags. I 
then restarted the walk with my now confused 
four-legged companion.

The catalogue of shame: Mt. Victoria, 9 (in-

cluding one bagful chucked into the long grass); 
Flagstaff Lane, 4; Cnr Church St/Vauxhall 
Rd, 1; Takarunga Rd (left going up), 1; North 
Head, 8; Takarunga Rd, (right coming down) 
13; waterfront, 2. 

A staggering 38 examples of grossly negli-
gent (and inconsiderate) dog ownership – all of 
which I picked up and disposed of appropriately.

The 14 found in the very short length of 
Takarunga Road is particularly shameful.

Come on Devonport dog owners. We enjoy 
a great deal of freedom with our dogs in our 
lovely suburb of Devonport, especially when 
compared with other communities, many of 
which have far fewer parks, green spaces or 
any access to beaches. I am quite sure that the 
negligent owners, when it comes to picking up 
after their dogs, are in the minority. The minority 
however place in great jeopardy this freedom 
for the majority. 

Keep a watchful eye on your pet. Do not 
stride ahead and ignore what’s going on be-
hind you. If walking at night, carry a torch and 
keep your dog on a leash. Fence your sections 
adequately to contain your pets. It is frightening 
how frequently posts appear online regarding 
lost-and-found dogs and how many are about 
repeat escapees.

It would be simply awful if we lose the right 
to walk our dogs off leash or, even worse, to 
walk dogs on the maunga or the beaches.

(Btw, arrived home 8.30am, hot, tired and 
p***ed off.)

Any sceptics who wish to view the photo-
graphic evidence are welcome to contact me.
Caroline Poulter

Diary of a dog walker: picking up the poo

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Ian Cunliffe & Diana Murray

IAN CUNLIFFE 027 227 9322
DIANA MURRAY 021 911 522

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

GOLDEN GLOBE  
WINNING MOVIE

The Vic has reopened after  
lockdown with some great new 

movie offerings this month.
Top amongst them is Nomadland, which 
has just won two Golden Globe awards 

for best picture and best director.
The critics are raving about this movie 
describing it as a masterpiece and a 

beautiful humanistic film. Actress Frances 
McDormand in the lead character  
delivers a film that is said to be a 

 transportive experience.
“It’s an achingly lovely hymn to  
reinvention, escape, community  

and learning to live in a different way”  
said one critic. It’s on at the Vic now  

and not to be missed!
The other well-received new movie is 

Cousins, the story of the diverging lives 
of three Maori women who spend a 

lifetime in search of each other. Based on 
the novel by Patricia Grace, this compel-
ling, compassionate and powerful movie 

has also earned great reviews.

FREE OPEN MIC NIGHT
For aspiring performers who want  

to try out in a friendly, intimate setting, 
our monthly Open Mic Nights are under-
way. They are held the last Thursday in 

the month in the Lounge Cinema, and the 
next one is Thursday 25 March from 8pm.  

We invite anyone wanting to perform 
their music, poetry or comedy to contact 

our coordinator Else at openmike@
thevic.co.nz Come along and have a go!

We’re pleased that work is due to start 
this month on improving the access to 
the Vic for people in wheelchairs. This 

will include realignment of the footpath 
outside the main entrance.

The work will be carried by Auck-
land Transport and the trust wants to 

acknowledge the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board for its support to get this 

project underway. 
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Call Mark or Janet for more details or to RSVP.

WILLIAM SANDERS RETIREMENT VILLAGE
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport, 445 0909

This north-west facing corner 
apartment looks out over the 
village gardens and courtyard 
from two balconies. A perfect 
way to start the day with coffee 
and a view.

Independence and views

IAD26 2 1 92m2

$1,250,000

Available now is a gorgeous 
corner serviced apartment. 
Enjoy the comfort of a  
double-glazed, sunny  
apartment and support with 
housekeeping and meals.

Comfort and convenience

SA362 1 1 50m2

$580,000

Wednesday 17 March, 10am

Life in a Ryman retirement village is freedom from home 
maintenance responsibilities, uplifting being surrounded  
by like-minded and friendly people, and reassuring with 
trained, professional staff onsite should you need any 
assistance. It’s a lifestyle for those who would rather  
be living life to its fullest.

Join us for a presentation to find out more about our  
brand new retirement village in Devonport, and to meet 
some of our residents who can tell you about village  
life from their experience.

INFORMATION 
PRESENTATION

williamsandersvillage.co.nz 

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE

In a surging property market, our prices are  
fixed until April. Sign up by 31 March, and enjoy  

2020 prices for your new home.
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Retail / Sales assistant
Paramount Pools in Takapuna, one of the largest 
retailers in the New Zealand pool and spa industry, 
is looking for a part-time/full-time retail/sales assis-
tant to join the team at their newly opened store.
If you have the following attributes, we would be 
keen to hear from you. Positive ‘can do’ attitude, 
customer-service-focused, enjoy working as part 
of a team, ability to work flexible hours including 
some weekend work. Full training will be provided.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz  
Applicants for this position must have  

NZ residency or a valid NZ work permit.

Bartender / Barista - Devonport  
Signal Hill, a NEW restaurant in Devonport 

opening early March 2021, is looking for 
talented Bartenders/Baristas. You will need 

to be able to create both classic and innova-
tive drinks exceeding customer needs and 
expectations. Must have 2 years exp, able 

to work as a team member with the ability to 
multitask. MUST have valid working  

VISA or permanent residency.  
If you have a “can-do” attitude and a  

genuine passion for food and people, then 
this fantastic opportunity is for you. 

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

24 VICTORIA RD, DEVONPORT  |   S IGNALHILL .CO.NZ

Lovingly brought back to life to serve as a welcoming bar and 
restaurant where locals and visitors can enjoy great food, and 

share their own tales over a glass with family and friends.

An all-new familiar local

Waiter/Waitress - Devonport  
Signal Hill is on the hunt for waitstaff to join 
our NEW restaurant in Devonport opening 

early March 2021.You will be working in a fun, 
fast-paced dynamic team, providing excellent 
customer service and food delivery as well as 
being part of an upbeat restaurant. Available to 
work nights and weekends, be cool under pres-
sure with the ability to multitask and use your 

initiative, willingness to work as part of a team.  
Must have immigration rights to work in NZ. 
If you have a genuine passion for food and  

people, then this fantastic opportunity is for you. 
Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

24 VICTORIA RD, DEVONPORT  |   S IGNALHILL .CO.NZ

Lovingly brought back to life to serve as a welcoming bar and 
restaurant where locals and visitors can enjoy great food, and 

share their own tales over a glass with family and friends.

An all-new familiar local

Technology Sales Representative 
Abode Booking – Remote  

We’re looking for a results-driven 
Sales Representative to actively seek 
out and engage customer prospects.  

Basic + Commission-based salary 
structure, able to work remotely. Our 
support office is based in Devonport.
If this sounds like an interesting  
opportunity, then apply now via  

www.shorejobs.co.nz

Cheltenham Milk Bar  
is looking for a Cafe Assistant 
Our small, family-owned cafe in Devon-

port is looking for a cafe worker part-time/
casual ideally with cafe/barista experience. 
The job also entails baking and sandwich- 
making. This position requires you to be 

available weekdays & weekends 7:30am – 
3pm with several roles/shifts available.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Grounds Assistant 
The Wilson Home Trust Takapuna site is 

seeking a Grounds Assistant to support the 
Site Manager with a wide range of general 
grounds-maintenance duties. The role will 

require a good level of fitness and the  
ability to work unsupervised at times.  
This is a casual role and there will be  
a requirement for flexibility of hours.  

Generally it will require 4 to 8 hours a week, 
but possibly more during busy periods.

Apply via  www.shorejobs.co.nz

Live local. Work local.
www.shorejobs.co.nz

Newspaper Delivery  
($25/hr – need driver licence)

Are you a student or looking to earn some extra 
cash? Give back to the local community by be-
ing part of the Devonport Flagstaff and Rangi-
toto Observer. We are on the hunt for an eager 
Newspaper Delivery person. 
This job requires a friendly manner, a warm 
smile and a few hours a week. Must have a valid 
driver licence.

Apply now via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Retrofit Specialist
The Double Glazing Company 

(North Shore)
The Double Glazing Company, is looking for a 
Retrofit Specialist to join our team. 
You would need to be a team player with a pas-
sion for professional and superior customer ser-
vice delivery. 
Experience in retrofitting double glazing into ex-
isting windows and doors would be an added 
advantage.  

Apply now via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Casual Relief Teachers
New Shoots Children’s Centre in 
Sunnynook is looking for casual relief 
teachers to join our team, inside and 
outside of our amazing centre.
New Shoots is a place where children’s 
imagination is fostered, uninterrupted 
play is encouraged, and a lifelong love 
of learning begins. 
Casual work offered throughout the  
week, 4-8 hour shifts between 8am-5pm.
Apply now via www.shorejobs.co.nz
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Duty Manager
The Patriot is looking for a Duty Manager  
to join our busy and fast-paced team, to start  
as soon as possible.  The ideal candidate 
MUST have the following:
•  Experience in a Duty Manager role
•  Valid working VISA or NZ residency
• Duty Manager’s Certificate/Licence
•  Able to work as rostered, days, evenings, 
weekends and public holidays

• Able to work alone and/or manage a team
• Previous Bar/Restaurant Experience
If you have your Duty Manager’s Certificate, 
please add this to your application. 
Salary based on skill and experience.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Promotions Coordinator (part time)
An opportunity has arisen for a skilled and 
creative communicator to join the team at 
the Devonport Peninsula Trust in a part-
time (10 hours per week) capacity. Key  
responsibility is to promote the trust’s events, 
projects and programmes, via various digital 
and printed marketing channels working 
closely with the Devonport Community  
Coordinator. The ideal candidate:
•  has an outgoing personality
•  is a skilled communicator  

(both written and verbal)
•  is organised and a self-starter
•  has an understanding of the Devonport 

peninsula community
•  has experience in marketing/promotions, 

ideally with community/not-for-profit 
organisations, and uses initiative to give 
expert advice and improve the trust’s 
promotional output and reach

•  is tech-savvy and can demonstrate 
experience in use of social media, email 
marketing and website maintenance. 

•  Adobe Design Suite proficiency is a plus.

For more info, and to apply  
(with a CV and cover letter)  

please contact Maria Teape at  
maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz 

before 26 March.

FOR EMPLOYERS
•  Advertise online and in print 

•  Jobs appear instantly online

•  Promoted to FB Jobs, Google Jobs and 
other platforms

•  Includes targeted scout mails  

•  Includes display advertising  
in Devonport Flagstaff and/or  
Rangitoto Observer

•  Managed search also available

FOR CANDIDATES
•  Connect to employers 

•  Search positions vacant 

•  Sign up for our JOBMAIL

•  Apply directly to hiring managers

Live local. Work local.

www.shorejobs.co.nz

Tel: 09 445 0060
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Job ad  

packages  

from $125 

+GST

Hayden McCallum General Manager Waitemata Golf Club

Our new Head Chef to run our  
refurbished kitchen and F&B menu  

at Waitemata Golf Club found out about us 
via the ShoreJobs partner network.  

The ShoreJobs service was efficient and 
excellent value for the service provided.

Monique Nyemecz Practice Manager Devonport Family Medicine

We were able to hire an experienced  
Medical Receptionist within weeks of  

listing with ShoreJobs. She saw the job  
in the Rangitoto Observer and applied 

directly to us via ShoreJobs.

Hayden Collier Manager iStore Takapuna

Thanks to the ShoreJobs team for helping 
us hire our most recent staff member.  

Soon after listing our job with ShoreJobs 
we received a shortlist of great candidates. 
One person in particular was a standout. 
We interviewed him immediately and he 
joined our retail sales team the following 

week. Thanks ShoreJobs!
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Cheltenham 21 Cheltenham Road

4 3 3

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 1 Apr 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

ViewSun 1-1.45pm or by appointment

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

This is such an enticing opportunity just a few steps back from beautiful Cheltenham Beach where

you can enjoy swims and walks daily. Offering everything on your wish list including space, style,

sun, position, pool, lawns, garden and garaging this large chocolate box villa is all charm from the

street and big family playground from the rear. Sprawling and mainly single level it offers flexibility

of layout including the option of closing off a semi separate apartment. Original character meets

family function with the spacious kitchen/family/dining room which unfolds to the garden and pool

- facing north, this area offers wonderful entertaining options. Built around the courtyard and pool

the home has a "lodge ambience" with the relaxed vibe of a beach lifestyle.

bayleys.co.nz/1451289

bayleys.co.nz
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on the
shoulders
of giants

CELEBRATING  
HIGH QUALITY  

TEACHERS

There are teachers who teach, and then there are those 
who enable students to thrive in a changing world. 

Our hand-picked teachers are not only dedicated 
professional educators, but they all share an 
unsurpassed desire to see their students succeed 
academically, socially and emotionally.

We’re proud of our teachers and you will be too. We 
believe they are the most passionate collective of 
teachers in the country.

Impressed? So are we! Find out more on our website.

Apply online today for your child  
to study at Kristin from 2022.
Applications for Year 7 and 9 students 
in 2022 close 30 April 2021.

www.kristin.school.nz

SARA FRIZELLE
Head of Digital Learning and Year 9 Coach

heart and soul

Celebrating our Teachers [Devonport Flagstaff 171x240 FP] [March 2021].indd   1 5/03/21   12:54 PM
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Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Ask for a free, no-obligation  
consultation at your home.

Yes! 
We do retro-fitted

double glazing.

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!

Top-level heritage protection is being 
sought for a recognised Arts and Crafts-style 
home near Takapuna Beach. 

The house at 14 Rewiti Ave was built for 
jeweller Reuben Watts in 1923, to a design 
by noted architect James Chapman-Taylor.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board has 
submitted in favour of its owners seeking 
Category A listing to Heritage New Zealand. 
Board member Trish Deans noted current 
and former owners had sought to respect the 
significance of the home’s architecture and 
social history.

Known as the Reuben Watts house, the 
property was for many decades in the hands 
of the Golder family. 

It was in near original condition when sold 
in 2016 to a couple who lovingly restored it 
in keeping with its original style. 

Michael Booth and Sue Fleischl bought the 
home for $1.7 million and their sympathetic 
restoration work won them a North Shore 
Heritage Award in 2018.

The story of the house – including a visit by 
Peter Golder, who grew up there and returned 
to see it revitalised – was told in a film shown 
at a Devonport Heritage event in 2018. 

Among its notable features are cop-
per-hooded fireplaces, a detailed staircase, 
hand-adzed timber work and built-in furni-
ture and murals on the ceiling.

The 860sq metre property now has a coun-

Heritage status bid for Hauraki home

Greater Heritage protection wanted… the house at 14 Rewiti Ave 

cil valuation of $3.1 million. 
The house is already listed on Auckland 

Council’s heritage schedule, with the latest 
application seeking national recognition. 

Three Devonport properties: Considine 
House (Albert Rd), Lochiel House (Torpedo 
Bay) and Mofflin House (Buchanan St)  were 
added NZ Heritage Register  last year.

OPEN 
Lunch, Tasting

 & Events 
Every day from 11.30 am 

W W W . S T O N Y R I D G E . C O M
0 9 3 7 2 8 8 2 2

Devonport’s Jacko Gill gets a final chance 
this season to get back on top against shot-
put rival and reigning national champion 
Tom Walsh. 

The in-form athletes will meet at the 
rescheduled New Zealand Track and Field 
Championship in Hastings on 26-27 March.

 Walsh bested Gill two weekends ago, but 
the Takapuna Athletics Club representative 
had previously out-thrown the South Islander 
at four meetings in a row.

Last shots coming 
up in season’s 
athletic duel
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Book now at 

Fullers.co.nz

Limited time only, choose from 7 of Waiheke’s best 
known vineyards and eateries.

WINE | LUNCH OR DINNER 
incl. Ferry & Transfers 

SUMMER
WINE & DINE

Waiheke Island

From

$125pp
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12 Cambria Road Devonport - SOLD 31.5% above CV - $2,300,000

SOLD
“Kim and Eden are beyond. Beyond our expectations. Beyond the call of duty. Beyond just real estate. They helped 
enable our next dream home and sold our family home, surpassing our expectations in every possible way. When it 
comes to selling and buying, Kim and Eden will be our first call. Believe me, The EK Group is a unique and rare force. 
We are happy to share our experiences with this dynamic duo.” Andrew and Anna | 12 Cambria Road

Kim Pausina  I  021 201 7488
Eden Thomson  I  021 790 552

ekgroup@raywhite.com
theekgroup.co.nz
rwdevonport.co.nz

Devonport Real Estate Limited 
Licensed (REAA 2008)

Bespoke Real Estate.  
Our Methodology Works. Our Point 
Of Difference speaks for itself.

We invite you to discover what The 
EK Group, namely Kim Pausina, 
Eden Thomson and the support of 
the Ray White Group internationally 
has to offer you. We have a unique 
approach seldom found, often 
wanting. And we deliver. 

On. Every. Single. Level.  
With You Top Of Mind.

We Sell Homes, 
Not Addresses.
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AUCTION
11:00am, Sunday 11 April 
On site (unless sold prior)

View
Sat & Sun 12:00pm - 1:00pm
Wed 6:00pm - 6:30pm

Kim Pausina
021 201 7488

Eden Thomson
021 790 552

40 Cheltenham Road Devonport

Occupying a premium location, set amongst some of Devonport’s finest properties 
near the end of an olive-lined cul-de-sac, three properties back from world-class 
Chelthenham beach – you will immediately recognise you have found the one! 
Rarely does a home of this calibre become available, offering all the attributes 
of modern day living, blending harmoniously into its natural surroundings. This 
exceptional three bedroom villa offers convenience and ease without compromise, 
deserving of the most discerning and astute buyers. You deserve to live here, 
experience all on offer – this is the pinnacle of seaside and cityside living.
Proudly brought to you by The EK Group  |  Ray White Devonport

rwdevonport.co.nz/DVP20082
Devonport Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

Cheltenham Crown

ekgroup@raywhite.com
www.theekgroup.co.nz
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An enterprising Devonport resident wants 
to establish a community hub for ‘makers’ . 

Belinda Madden Al Fahl says she would like 
to help bring people together in a space where 
young and old could share skills. 

Speaking to the Devonport Community 
Trust’s quarterly networking meeting, she 
gave recycled-paper-making as an example of 
an initial activity that would be easy to set up.

Madden Al Fahl moved here two years ago 
from Australia and has a background in the arts 
and running a children’s art-education business. 
She described herself as full of energy and ea-
ger to work with others in the community to see 
more happening in vacant spaces in Devonport. 

The former council chambers at 3 Victoria 
Rd would be an ideal spot, she said. Those 
at the meeting explained their own years 
of efforts to save the building from sale by 
Auckland Council, which has declared it 
surplus to requirements and in need of earth-
quake-strengthening. 

“With the downturn and lack of visitors it 
would be good for the council to invest in,” 
she said.

“It’s a great project, but may need a different 
space,” said Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member Ruth Jackson. 

Working with the Devonport Community 
Centre was suggested by another board mem-
ber, Trish Deans. 

Library services in demand
Grab and go, or sit and chill – these are 

two contrasting ways in which people are 
increasingly using Devonport Library.

Post earlier Covid-19 lockdowns, the two 
trends had become more pronounced, said 
long-time librarian Jeanne Clifton. 

For some people, the desire was to quickly 
pick up some books and head home rather 
than browse; whereas others enjoyed being 
able to enjoy extended time in a pleasant 
community space, either to work or to simply 
relax. 

“It’s one of the last spaces where people 
don’t have to pay anything,” she told a meet-
ing of the Devonport Peninsula Trust. “But 
there’s still a lot people who don’t know it’s 
there.” 

The library acted as a community hub that 
offered more than books, which not everyone 
realised. 

Seniors could tap into staff expertise about 
using technology, although booking a time 
was advised. Assistance with research and 
creating CVs was also offered, along with 

photocopying and print services. A Justice 
of the Peace was available on Monday, from 
noon to 2pm.

“There’s a community feel to it,” Clifton 
said. Examples were book clubs and drawing 
clubs, which attracted around 18 people a 
week, who often went on to have coffee 
afterwards. 

Maori language courses organised by the 
library were proving very popular, with the 
one this year already fully booked. 

“I wouldn’t have stayed at the library so 
long if it was just books, not people, said the 
10-year Devonport Library veteran. 

That said, she reported that crime was 
Devonport’s fiction genre of choice. 

Asked about how council cost cuts had 
impacted the library, she said the staffing 
freeze had hit, but opening hours had been 
maintained. 

Lynn Dawson of the Seniors Forum said the 
library provided access to internet services, 
such as email, that people living in council 
flats did not always have. 

Vision for a creative 
community

Letters to the Editor
Letters are welcome.  

Please limit to 300 words on Devonport peninsula topics. 
Send to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS MAR 12, 2021

Head of Harbour at Lake Pupuke

Records Broken  
at Recent 

Swimming Sports

Takapuna Grammar School (TGS) Rowing 
Club hosted the 85th annual Auckland Head 
of the Harbour championships on 13 February 
at Lake Pupuke.

The full squad of competition crew 
members (56 students) competed in the 

fifth-biggest regatta of the season against 26 
schools and 876 competitors.

The regatta was a fantastic day for all, 
with TGS Rowing winning 13 gold medals, 
4 silver medals and 5 bronze medals and 
retaining their title as the top co-ed rowing 

school in Auckland. A big thanks to all our 
parents and volunteers who help out at these 
regattas too. There are a lot of hours of prep 
and effort to pull off this wonderful event.

Awesome work Rowing Squad, what great 
results.  Keep it up! 

TGS Student Liam Vogel achieved some 
outstanding results at our school swimming-
sports day.

At year 9 and swimming as a junior, Liam 
broke four out of the six junior boys swimming 
records. The other two records are still held by 
Stephen Ferguson, who is a current grinder on 
the Team New Zealand boat (and son of Ian 
Ferguson, Olympic Gold medalist).

Liam broke the following records: Junior 
Boys 2 lengths freestyle with a time of 39.69s; 
Junior Boys 2 lengths backstroke with a time 
of 44.95s; Junior Boys 3 lengths freestyle with 
a time of 64.95; and Junior Boys 3 lengths 
backstroke with a time of 71.43s.

Two Lockdown Poems by  
Members of the TGS Poetry Club

Leering silence at the water’s edge

Openly watching,  
night begins to stretch

Castaway insects lose their flight

Killed birds lay down  
– they are lost in spite

Drowned ones, a voiceless beg

Old windows,  
only open into older times

Weave into prehistoric plight

No escaping – not from this crime

By Sofia Drew

Loosened grit from fingernails

or dappled backs are the

currency of a hard day’s work.

King’s men, indentured in the

darkening field bursting with grain

offer gold for gold

wine for winter

nothing for nothing.

By Emi Lipoth
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience
www.scapetech.co.nz

scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

Clear View 
Web Design

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

•  Excellent  
customer service

•  In business  
for 12+ years

•  Local provider

•  Cutting-edge  
website design

• App and software development

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Big City Drainage
& Plumbing

dan@allaspects.co.nz

Professional Quality Service
• Gasfitting • Certifying/Licensed
• Digger Hire • Plumber/Drainlayer
• All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

0800 143 051 or mob 021 119 3227
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
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for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd DESIGN AND BUILD NZ

Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 44 March 12, 2021

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Professional Services

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Sponsor this widely read 
community events column email: 
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

BELMONT PRIMARY  
SCHOOL KIDS FUNFAIR

Saturday 27 March,1pm–4pm 
Belmont Primary School

Take the family along and enjoy an awesome day 
out with loads of games and prizes for kids, delicious 

food (think plant-based foods, sushi, dumplings,  
waffles, BBQ food and treats galore), as well  
as interactive kids’ experiences, the annual  

Battle of the Schools event, face-painting and more!

RACE DAYS BY THE SEA
NEW DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED 

Windsor Reserve, Devonport
Activities and entertainment for all ages, food, plus 
watch the America’s Cup racing on the big screen.  
Activities include: feature films on the big screen, 

Devonport Peninsula Trust will host a kids day with 
bouncy castles, face-painting, preschool playzone and 

live music, Saturday market day with some of the 
best local vendors, Waterwise fun day, dance, drum-

ming and circus workshops and performances.

KIDS ATHLETICS SERIES
ONLY AT ALERT LEVEL 1 

Tuesdays, until 23 March, 4pm–6pm 
Vauxhall Sports Reserve (rugby club grounds) 
We hope to resume our Kids Athletics Series  

as soon as possible. In the meantime, keep an  
eye on our Facebook page for some fun  

Kids Athletics exercises you can do at home: 
www.facebook.com/DevonportPeninsulaTrust 

Primary school aged kids can have a go at a variety 
of athletic activities for free in a non-competitive 

environment including high jump, long jump,  
running races, agility games and more. 

RAUMATI/SUMMER FUN  
PRESCHOOL PLAY MORNINGS

ONLY AT ALERT LEVEL 2 or 1 
Tuesdays (@ Windsor Reserve) & 

Thursdays (@ Bayswater Park) 9:30am–11:00am 
As with our Kids Athletics programme, we hope to be 
able to resume Raumati/Summer Fun Preschool Play 
mornings soon. Summer Fun Preschool Play morn-
ings are a fun time for preschoolers to play with big 
toys, be active and make new friends. Follow us on 

Facebook to keep up to date with any changes.
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ACCOMMODATION

FOR RENT Belmont: 
Self-contained furnished 
light & airy 1-room gar-
den studio/flat w.cook-
ing facilities & private 
bathroom. Laundry and 
backyard shared with 2 
other residents. Seeking 
self-sufficient easy-go-
ing person who enjoys 
simple low-waste living. 
$400pw. Contact Jennif-
er 021 145 9042, jennif-
erh999@gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED

A1 Handyman - ex-
cellent work,  practi-
cal budget, most jobs 
welcome, interior/ex-
terior free quote. Josh 
0212618322 
Complete home main-
tenance by perfectionist 
boat builder/builders. In-
cluding rotten windows, 
doors, weather boards. 
Exterior/interior. Call 
Duane 027 488 5478. 

SERVICES OFFERED

Devonport Upholstery. 
Recover specialist. An-
tiques and contemporary 
styles. Recycling furni-
ture for 46 years. John 
Hancox Ph 446 0372, 
027 2110571
Garden maintenance. 
Organically. Profession-
al, experienced and wide 
ranging maintenance 
abilities. From weeding, 
installing gardens, hedge 
trimming and small tree 
removal. Contact Leah 
and team at Earthling 
021 0262 4268, info@
earthling.nz
Lawn mowing for relia-
ble professional service. 
Phone for a free quote 
027 490 1917.
Need someone to feed 
your cat and other pets at 
your home while you’re 
away? I love animals and 
would love to help you! I 
am 10 years old and live 
in Devonport. I charge 
$5 per visit. Each visit 
I feed your pet and can 
play with them for about 
10-15 minutes each visit 
if they are comfortable 
with me. I also send you 
pics of them so you don’t 
miss them too much! I 
always visit with one of 
my parents. Devonport 
only please! Text/call: 
021-270-7677.

SERVICES OFFERED

Painting and decorat-
ing - reasonable rates. Ph 
Bernard 445 8816 or 021 
0255 5456.

TUITION

‘Mastering Art Retreat’ 
KeriKeri, Northland. 
Book now for the first 
weekend workshop - Life 
Drawing March 27th & 
28th www.lucybucknall.
com tel- 021 144 2791.
Literacy Specialist. 
Reading and writing 
support for pupils aged 
5 to 14. Highly qualified 
and experienced tutor. 
For further information 
phone: 021 0856 5001.

TUITION

Mathematics Tuition 
Available for years 9 to 
13 by a retired maths 
teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
Maths Coaching Of-
fered. Year 7 to year 13 
welcomed.  15 mins of 
chess with all my junior 
students. Ph Peter BE, 
Dip Tchg on 094451899 
or 021 0817 5037.

WANTED

Cars Wanted. Cars Vans 
4x4s Utes Trucks 24/7 
Cash paid 0800 203 060.

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY

Small retail arcade 
units to let in Queen St, 
Auckland CBD. Short-
term or long-term. Just 
$200 per week plus GST. 
Perfect for business start-
ups. 021 126 0355.

Classifieds

Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804

Support your paper  
for the price of a  

cup of coffee.
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on ‘Become a supporter’ 
at the top of the page.

Support your paper  
for the price of a  

cup of coffee.
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on ‘Become a supporter’ 
at the top of the page.

The Minister of Conservation gives notice under section 17SC of the 
Conservation Act 1987 of an application from The Officers Mess Limited 
for the lease of a building and land at Takapuna Heads, for the purpose 
of operating a wedding and functions venue, for a period of 10 years. 
Further details of the proposed concession are available at  
www.doc.govt.nz/consultations
Any person or organisation may make comment in writing to the 
Director-General for or against the proposal. The submissions must be 
made on a submission form downloaded from the specific application 
webpage found at www.doc.govt.nz/consultations (or available from 
your local DOC office).
You may make a submission by sending a written or electronic 
submission to:
permissionshokitika@doc.govt.nz 
Director-General 
Private Bag 701 
Hokitika 7842 
Attn: Lucy Croft (Permissions Advisor)

Submissions CLOSE at  
5pm, Thursday 1 April 2021. 

Once submitted, submitters’ 
information is subject to the Official 
Information Act 1982 and may be 
released under that Act. If you wish 
to keep any part of your submission 
confidential, you need to state this in 
writing when making your submission.

Any person or organisation wishing 
to be heard in support of his/her 
submission, must request (within that 
submission) an opportunity to appear 
before the Director-General. 

If a hearing is required, it is likely  
to occur on the week starting  
12 April 2021.

NOTIFICATION OF 
BUILDING AND LAND LEASE 
CONCESSION APPLICATION
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Local director takes on tale of grief 
When Harriett Maire was asked to direct 

an intensely personal play about grief, she 
was out of her comfort zone. 

But the Takapuna Grammar School 
(TGS) old girl worked closely with the 
play’s writer and actor Clare Marcie to turn 
the story of Marcie’s loss of her twin sister 
at the age of four months into what she 
describes as a gentle, thoughtful story that 
she hopes will resonate widely. 

Twinless explores “unfamiliar grief”, 
encompassing Marcie’s story of finding her 
way through the fog of loss. 

For 25-year-old Maire, who did not have 
a close bereavement experience to draw 
upon, it was a challenge to be asked to 
direct the play. 

She called on theatre and production 
skills first developed at school, honed by 
then directing two plays and holding a day 
job making television commercials. 

Being a type-one diabetic also gave Maire 
an inkling of the awkwardness with which 
people who revealed something personal 
could be regarded. 

Strangers told about a loss could react 
uncomfortably and she too had experienced 
“pitied glances” over her condition. 

“When Clare described the uncomfort-
able reactions she gets from people when 

they find out her twin sister died, I felt that 
in my bones.”

Maire and Marcie dealt with the play’s 

sensitive topic by checking in with each 
other regularly. 

Its debut at the Basement Theatre – a 
five-night run is scheduled for 23-27 March 
– will be the first public sharing of the Twin-
less story. Maire, Marcie and co-producer 
Claire Turner hope to tour it to Wellington 
and Whangarei.

The women got to know each other 
through Auckland creative circles. 

Maire recalls that before being asked to 
direct the play, Marcie told her: “I just feel 
like the right person will turn up in my life”. 
So she was especially flattered to go on to 
be the one asked to do the job. 

For now, Maire is happy juggling theatre 
and film work. “I like to do personal projects 
to stretch my creative brain. At this stage 
of my life, it’s lovely to wear lots of hats.”

She credits her TGS performing-arts and 
media-studies teachers with being early 
influences, before she studied television and 
screen production at AUT. “I loved TGS – 
they were such formative years.” 

After the last three years flatting in Taka-
puna, Maire is this year enjoying being back 
in her childhood home in Bayswater. Her 
parents have moved out and she shares the 
house with flatmates, and says with a laugh: 
“I’m not sleeping in my old bedroom.” 

Harriett Maire

From the beginning of April this year, Art by the Sea gallery will be moving to new premises 
in Takapuna. We are excited about this new chapter even as we are saddened to move 
away from the Devonport community. Art by the Sea has been a part of the fabric of 
Devonport for 29 years; we have been kaitiaki of 
this space and these art- works for 19 of those years.  
We are deeply humbled by the support that we have  
received from the Devon- port community over that time.    
Your attendance at our art exhibitions and charity 
events, the personal stories you have shared with us, 
the words of encourage- ment during difficult times, 
each time you’ve stopped in for a chat or to see the 
latest work by an artist that you love – we remember 
and appreciate them all. 

 
Kia Ora Devonport

We very much hope to see you in our new location, 162 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna.  
And we look forward to passing you in Devonport – we won’t be strangers!
 Nga mihi maioha, with gratitude Mike, Linda and April-Rose Geers

www.artbythesea.co.nz

-
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Artist inspired by birds and those who work to save them
Local artist Wendy Pettersen has put 

environmental concerns at the heart of 
her latest work.

Pettersen will soon exhibit a series 
of paintings at the Depot Artspace as a 
tribute to the vision of environmental 
group Restoring Takarunga Hauraki, 
which works to preserve the land and 
shorebirds.

Pettersen was also inspired by An-
drew Crowe’s book Pathway of the 
Birds, which explains how Pacific 
navigators would orientate themselves 
by observing whale pods and flocks 
of seabirds.

Her exhibition What if? will feature 
landscapes of the sea and mountains, 
and birds including godwits, spoon-
bills and oystercatchers. 

 “When we first went into lockdown, 
people noticed the birdsong, and 
crowds would come to watch dolphins 
and whales swimming in the bays,” 
she s\aid.

Pettersen was an art teacher at Ep-
som Girls Grammar and later worked 
at Westlake Girls High School for 
17 years, where she first attended an 
Auckland Council workshop on sus-
tainability for schools and subsequent-
ly co-ran Westlake’s Enviro group.

She has previously exhibited at De-
pot Artspace, where her solo photogra-
phy exhibition Going Home explored 
the phenomenon of birds using human 
landmarks to navigate.

The opening of the exhibition will 
be held on Saturday 20 March from 
4pm to 6pm. Pettersen’s paintings will 
be on sale at the gallery until 7 April.

Feathered friends... Wendy Pettersen with one of the paintings she is 
exhibiting at the Depot Artspace

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.CO.NZ

W
ha

t’s
 O

n The RVMES
19 March 
The RVMES Album Release 
Show with support 
from Big Tasty.

Lead Zipline
20 March 
An evening of the  
world’s greatest ever  
hard-rock music!

A Lion in the Meadow 
and Other Stories
10 April–1 May 
Margaret Mahy’s timeless 
tales in a magical show that 
celebrates the wonderment  
of children’s imagination.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Blackbird (M) 97min  NEW
The Dissident (M) 117min  NEW
Judas and The Black Messiah (R13) 125min  NEW
Chaos Walking (M) 109min  NEW
Cousins (PG) 98min  NEW
Nomadland (M) 108min  NEW
Raya and The Last Dragon (PG) 107min + short Us Again (G) 7min  NEW 

COMING SOON 
Crisis (R16) 119min  18 MAR
Fanny Lye Deliver’d (R16) 110min  18 MAR
French Exit (M) 113min  18 MAR
The Little Things (M) 128min  18 MAR
Zappa (E) 128min  18 MAR

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 48 March 12, 2021

TAKAPUNA | 12 HAURAKI ROAD | Prestigious Position | Priceless Design

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

The original brief called for perfection and absolute 
quality, and multi award-winning architect Ron Sang 
did not disappoint! This magnificent 3-storeyed seaside 
residence  boasts extraordinary craftsmanship and 
integrity.  4 bedrooms, 3 ensuites, cinema room        
4 - 6 Car garaging. 

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
SET DATE OF SALE | THU 25 MARCH 2021 
AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80073
COREY KNAPP 021 241 0081 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
PRICE | $3.069M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9926

In 2017 the Rating Valuation was assessed at 
$3,800,000 and with leaking issues this plaster 
home is now offered for sale near the Land Value. 
1,290sqm of iconic prime, private clifftop land with 
speclacular views, all the way from Whangaparaoa, 
including Little Barrier, Rangitoto, Motuihe, and 
Browns Island around to St Heliers. 

BELMONT | 40 SEACLIFFE AVENUE | New Vision - SALE REQUIRED

CHRIS BARKER 027 44 88 020 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80066
TENDER | 8 APRIL 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

A never to be repeated chance to purchase this stunning 
bespoke 3 bedroom apartment, with phenomenal 
grandstand views. Originally two apartments, now 
cleverly designed by Walker Co. Architects into this 
luxury 205sqm one level home, 2 ensuited bedrooms 
and a third with guest bathroom plus a study alcove. 
The perfect lock and leave property, offering 4 carparks 
and two storage lockers. 

TAKAPUNA | 1701/3 NORTHCROFT STREET | Exceptional Opportunity | The Sentinel

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
EOI | 25 MARCH 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80082

Superbly located in Clifton Point (an exclusive enclave of 
six apartments comprised in two buildings) and set on 
the cliff this stunning 350sqm (approx) luxury apartment 
occupies the entire top level of the front building and 
enjoys breathtaking views over the Hauraki Gulf. 
Gorgeous formal and informal living and dining spaces 
flow seamlessly to fabulous wrap around decks.

TAKAPUNA | Stunning Cliff Top Apartment | 350sqm (Approx) One Level

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494 | 916 6000
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000


