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Lockdown’s silver lining for spud lovers

August 28, 2020

A multimillion-dollar development could 
see 48 apartments built on two sites opposite 
Takapuna Grammar School.

Resource consent has been sought for the 
project across 209 and 211 Lake Rd, a com-
bined area of 4903sqm. 

The site is zoned Mixed Housing Surbanan, 
which allows terraced housing and low-rise 
developments up to three storeys high.

 The application has been lodged by plan-
ning company DCS on behalf of Michael Su 
and Dana Guo.

“Overall, the proposed residential devel-
opment, land-forming works and associated 
development are considered to be acceptable 
development of the subject site, and will 
generate less than minor adverse effects,” the 
application says.

More intensive development planned on Lake Rd

Cheap as chips… Dave Aukuso (right) of Vauxhall was happy to pick up a free serving of hand-cut fries 
from Alastair Bryan at Fish Kitchen, which was offloading supplies due to lockdown. Story, page 6.

5/40 Roslyn Terrace
Fantastic opportunity to enter the Devonport market!

You can still view this beauty...  
Call Maria on 021 979 084  
maria.stevens@harcourts.co.nz 

For Sale | $1,180,000
3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 1 Carport

Simon

Watts
North Shore

Authorised Simon Watts, 
107 Gt South Rd, Akl
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The old Devonport Borough Council 
building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant 
on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 781 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd: 
empty for 781 days

09 445 9800

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com
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A waterfront festival, opening with an 
illuminated flotilla, will be held as part of 
America’s Cup celebrations in Devonport.

The free festival, centred on Windsor Re-
serve, will begin on Friday 5 March. Navy 
vessels, launches and yachts will get an 
evening party going with Glow Your Boat, a 
sunset event that will see craft round Maun-
gauika, pass by Torpedo Bay and Devonport 
and head towards Stanley Point, providing a 
spectacle that can be seen from both sides of 
the Waitemata Harbour.

A specially created peninsula haka will be 
performed, and the the Navy Band will play, 
along with a headline Maori artist or band.

The Devonport Waterfront Festival will 
be run by a private event organiser, overseen 
by council-controlled organisation Auckland 
Tourism, Events and Economic Development 
(ATEED). The Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board, as landowner, is being asked to sign 
off on plans. An application for the flotilla 
will be made to the Auckland Harbourmaster.

The Devonport Business Association is be-
ing brought on board as well, but is understood 
to want more details from ATEED.

The festival, running until 21 March, will 
include a big-screen broadcast  on race days 
and a stage set up for live performances. Cin-
ema, jazz, recitals and storytelling are among 
activities likely to be scheduled, including 
daytime sessions aimed at families. Food 
stalls are likely, although picnicking will be 
encouraged. BYO alcohol will be allowed, 
while conforming to the area’s liquor ban 
hours of 9pm to 7am.

For four days (March 5, 6, 12 and 13), or-
ganisers have indicated they may seek a liquor 
licence for a fenced-off area of the reserve 
from 4pm to 9pm. Road closures from noon 
to 10pm are proposed on those four dates for 
King Edward Pde between Victoria Rd and 
Buchanan St, with some parking restrictions 
along Victoria Rd by the reserve.

Decorative information booths in the form of 
dinghies are to be set up along the Devonport 
waterfront. 

The Dinghy Art & Heritage Trail should 
be in place from mid-December, with upright 
boats decorated with local artwork and carrying 
signage of written and visual history of the area.

The dinghies, between Maungauika and Ta-
karunga, will remain in place until late March, 
when the Devonport Waterfront Festival and 
America’s Cup racing end.

Crafty trail plan

Flotilla to light up America’s Cup party
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Long-time Devonport community figure 
Michael Pritchard died on 18 August, aged 82. 

As a leading heritage and environmental ac-
tivist and former local-body politician, Pritchard 
and his passion – as well as his trademark 
beard – were to the fore in a series of landmark 
peninsula campaigns.

Among these were Save Ngataringa Bay, 
Nuclear Free Devonport and Independent 
Devonport. 

He was a Devonport Borough Councillor 
from 1971 to 1983, and Deputy Mayor of 
Devonport from 1977 to 1980. 

Later, as chairman of the Takapuna Reserve 
Protection Trust, he was involved in the con-
servation of the Fort Takapuna reserve and the 
restoration of the Officers Mess and barracks 
on that site. 

Two years ago, the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board recognised his contribution with a 
Heritage Champion Award for almost five dec-
ades of environmental and heritage conservation 
and preservation.   

 Born in Southampton, England, Pritchard’s 
earliest memory was watching wartime bombers 
overhead from his father’s shoulders.

He moved to New Zealand in his early 30s 
to take up a job in the Town and Country Plan-
ning Department of the Ministry of Works, and 
after postgraduate study took up a post at the 
University of Auckland, where he was eventu-
ally an associate professor.

Arriving in  Devonport in the early 1970s,  it 
was straight in to the midst of local unrest over 
a project to reclaim and develop Ngataringa Bay 
into a marina and subdivision. 

As a new borough councillor, he helped 
overturn approval of the development, saving 
the bay. 

He went on to lead a programme that estab-
lished a waste-recycling centre, one of the first 
in New Zealand, and encouraged community 
gardening projects. 

He also led projects to preserve and make 
accessible Devonport’s built heritage related to 

Michael Pritchard: an immense contribution 

its naval history. 
He initiated and organised the reinstallation 

of previously blocked-off sewerage drains from 
the Officers Mess and barracks  and, with Chris 
Mullane, led the restoration and refit of the 
barrack buildings.

Pritchard involved students from Takapuna 
Grammar in recreating and restoring the fort 
itself, through the building of replica fittings 
and objects. 

He was also the driver behind getting a 
Passchendaele remembrance and exhibition at 
Takapuna Point, when it was turned down by 
the Auckland Museum. 

His research on the reserve – covering 
everything from the location of the original 
owner’s house and stables, to the design of 
19th-century military uniforms – was used in 

work programmes on the fort. 
When Pritchard received his Heritage Cham-

pion Award in 2018, long-standing local-body 
politican Mike Cohen described his contribu-
tion as immense. 

Pritchard’s name was associated with valuing 
and conserving our heritage, environmental 
sustainability and saving public space for future 
generations, Cohen said. “He is a man who is 
highly respected and held in high esteem; a 
man of integrity.” 

Pritchard is survived by his partner Jill Hen-
ton, seven children, 13 grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, his family’s 
arrangements for a celebration of his life have 
not been finalised. 

See family notice, page 25

Community stalwart... over 50 years,  Michael Pritchard was an  
influential activist and politician. He is pictured above with family 
members, after winning a North Shore City Civic Award in 2010.

Obituary 

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Seniors Finance
We see plenty of enquiry from [older] homeowners who find 

it difficult to borrow, often because of reduced incomes. So we 
thought we would give a quick rundown on Seniors Finance (also 
known as Reverse Mortgage or Home Equity Release) and how it 
works, as it is a sensible option for the asset-rich, who may want 
to borrow for some reason or enjoy a more comfortable lifestyle.

The product is available for property owners aged over 60 
years old. They can borrow their age, less 45, as a percentage of 
the registered value of the property (be it owner-occupied or an 
investment property). For example, a 70-year-old old can borrow 
25% of the value of their property. The borrowing can be a lump 
sum payment or an annuity paid monthly.

The significant factor is that the borrower makes no repayments 
at all, until the house is sold, at which time the capitalised amount 
is repaid at a current interest rate of 6.20%. The borrower can not 
be evicted from the property. 

Let us know if you would like to discuss this, or any other 
financing required, in more depth.
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Major tennis and squash upgrade at Belmont Park

The Belmont Park Racquets Club junior 
tennis champs started in April but were 
delayed during lockdown, eventually taking 
nine weeks and 110 matches to complete. 
The results are: U18 Boys Singles champion, 
Benny Welte; runner-up, Jakob Dahlberg. U18 
Girls Singles champion, Mayzie Mortimer; 
runner-up, Emma Mason. U18 Boys Doubles 
champions, Benny Welte and Jamie Killick; 
runners-up, Harry Beale and Olly Travers. 
U18 Girls Doubles champions, Rosa Gonzles 
and Susie Maclean; runners-up, Mayzie 
Mortimer and Emma Mason. U15 Boys 
Singles champion, Max Tuttle; runner-up, 
Finn Holbrook. U15 Girls Singles champion, 
Louise O’Rourke; runner-up, Lucy Mason. 
U15 Boys Doubles champions, Finn Holbrook 
and Brook Thomas; runners-up, Max Tuttle 
and Hugo Sweetman. U15 Girls Doubles 

champions, Louise O’Rourke and Sami 
Cate; runners-up, Lucy Mason and Imogen 
O’Rourke. U12 Boys Singles champion, 
Jack Jones; runner-up, Daniel Wang. U12 
Girls Singles champion, Isobel Tuttle; runner-
up, Charlotte Crotty. U12 Boys Doubles 
champions, Daniel Wang and Sam Bradley; 
runners-up, Jack Jones and JJ Blake. U12 
Girls Doubles champions, Charlotte Crotty 
and Stevie Hall; runners-up, Isobel Tuttle and 
Reese Thomas. U10 Boys Singles champion, 
Neve Upston; runner-up, Hirresh Mauran. 
U10 Girls Singles champion, Amy Sluiter; 
runner-up, Stella Bradley. U10 Boys Doubles 
champions, Neve Upston and Hirresh 
Mauran; runners-up, Munich Thanee and 
Jamie Wells. U10 Girls Doubles champions, 
Amy Sluiter and Stella Bradley;.runners-up, 
Lucia Sweetman and Nicole Rossi.

Top players… (Right) Benny Welte 
(U18 Boys Singles champion) with 
runner-up Jakob Dahlberg

Belmont Park Racquets Club – Concept Plan      

 
A $659,000 upgrade at Belmont Park Rac-

quets Club will create two new tennis courts 
and one new squash court.

With the expansion, the club will have nine 
tennis courts and four squash courts. 

In the plan, a new squash court, viewing 
area and extended lounge, will be built over 
the club’s number-one tennis court. The club 
will take over an unused green from Belmont 
Park Bowling club to construct three new 
tennis courts. 

The plan was to be put to the club’s AGM 
this month, but the meeting was put on hold 
due to Covid-19 lockdown restrictions. 

Club president Graeme Norman said 
funding for the project, which would be im-
plemented over the next three years, would 
come from foundation and charity grants and 
club fundraising.

Pressure on the tennis courts was high, 
particularly on weekends, to a degree that “if 
you are a social player you can’t get a hit,” 
Norman said.

The construction of a fourth squash court 
would allow Belmont to host more regional 
and national tournaments and better integrate 
the squash facilities into the club, he said.

“It’s a family club with a very positive and 

engaged membership, and the challenge is to 
retain that culture, which is the reason for this 
strategic plan,” he said. 

Lake Rd was not going to improve in the 
next decades and it was important to have 
well-developed facilities locally, Norman 
said. 

The bowling club was happy to relinquish 
its unused green to Auckland Council, with 
Belmont Park Racquets taking over the lease. 

As part of the plan, SeniorNet, which 
occupied the former women’s bowling clu-
brooms on the disused green, would meet in 
the new lounge. 

Junior tennis marathon 

Expansion… a concept plan of the new Belmont Park Racquets Club layout 



August 28, 2020 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 5 

www.fireflynz.com 
22 Wynyard St, Devonport | 09 446 0934
Offers valid 29th Aug – 26th Sept 2020, or while stocks last.

UP TO 
60% OFF

L I G H T I N G  •  F U R N I T U R E  •  F A B R I C S  •  W A L L P A P E R

S A L E

Opening hours at Devonport and Takapuna 
libraries will be maintained after four local-body 
politicians overrode advice from officials and 
defeated a budget moved by the local-board 
chair.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board members 
Ruth Jackson, Jan O’Connor, Trish Deans 
and George Wood supported the retention of 
56-hours-a-week library opening times. 

The quartet also combined to divert money to 
Civil Defence emergency preparedness, rather 
than see it spent on scoping out and trialling new 
environmental projects.

The moves overturn budgets for the Com-
munity Services Works Programme and the 
Environmental Works Programme put to the 
board’s monthly meeting last week, after work-
shops between board members and Auckland 
Council officials.

Board chair Aidan Bennett and member 
Toni van Tonder were frustrated at the shuffled 
priorities. They abstained from voting for the 
new spending schedule put forward by Jackson, 
with van Tonder saying she did not want to vote 
against it, lest she come across as anti-library. 

But she said the board had pledged more 
effort on environment initiatives at the start 
of its term, so “should put its money where its 
mouth is”.

Total council spending has been cut to meet 

a Covid-19 revenue shortfall of more than $500 
million. Planned work across the board area has 
been deferred, including Lake Rd works and 
parks upgrades, with some assets up for sale. 

The board retains its $1 million-plus discre-
tionary funding for locally driven initiatives.  

Locally, plans to spend $10,000 to study 
setting up a Bike Hub, and $30,000 for an Eco 
Neighbourhoods trial, plus the staging of mov-
ies in the parks, set to cost $15,000, have now 
all been ditched. 

That money is being used instead to maintain 
the status quo at Takapuna and Devonport librar-
ies and to boost Civil Defence funding from a 
token $4000 to $30,000.

“It’s an issue of affordability rather than a 
reflection of merits,” said Jackson. The Bike 
Hub was still at a feasibility stage and with Eco 
Neighbourhoods, there was no certainty it could 
be funded again the year after, she said.

At the tele-conferenced board meeting held 
during lockdown, van Tonder said the commu-
nity had made clear its wish for more environ-
mental work. But Jackson said the library had 
been identified as a top public priority.

Bennett decried members not heeding of-
ficials’ advice, saying: “My understanding with 
the libraries is it’s not cuts, it’s efficiencies.” 
Some members were delving from a governance 
role into operational matters by “pushing aside 
very good advice,” he said.   

Wood said Civil Defence work locally had 
been left in abeyance since 2015 and action 
was needed to get the board up to scratch in 

its obligations to public safety, readiness and 
resilience for disasters. 

Deans agreed, saying the library and Civil 
Defence were priorities for the community. 
This meant delaying the environmental pro-
jects – “until we can afford them and they can 
be sustainable”.  

O’Connor said the board would look like it 
was betraying the public if it cut local library 
hours, because Auckland Council had already 
announced that hours across the city would not 
be cut. The public did not necessarily realise 
that the board had long topped up local library 
spending from its discretionary funds, allowing 
longer hours than is standard across the city, 
including a late night on Thursdays.

Officials had reported that evening hours 
attracted far fewer visitors than daytime ones, 
leading to the recommendation to reduce these, 
which would have most affected Takapuna 
Library.

The libraries top-up of $71,500 was retained, 
rather than accepting the lower figure of $44,500 
that emerged from workshops.

Jackson said she wasn’t opposed to looking 
at the library hours down the track, based on 
more information. 

Environmental projects that survived the 
budget revision include keeping pest-free coor-
dinators in Devonport and Takapuna (funded at 
$50,000), Wairau Estuary enhancement planting 
($20,000) and shorebirds workshops ($5000).
•  More local-board spending decisions,  

page 31.

Library hours saved by cutting environmental projects

Emergency action
Getting serious about emergency 

readiness is vital, says Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board deputy chair, 
George Wood, with backing for Civil 
Defence and disaster-recovery planning 
having slid badly in recent years.  

“Residents and ratepayers groups are in 
the dark as to why this stopped in 2015… 
we need plans in place,” he told the board’s 
August meeting, spearheaded a successful 
move to increase community-resilience 
plan funding from $4000 to $30,000. 
This will be contingent on the Auckland 
North Community and Development 
(ANCAD) organisation agreeing to take a 
coordinating role for the project.  

Board member Ruth Jackson said 
ANCAD was a proven group that could 
help tie together community efforts.  “We 
came to realise how ill-prepared we are 
and what little information the board has 
access to.”

Wood said the “abysmal record” of 
Auckland Council with its plan needed 
correcting. Boards also had a statutory 
role in the area of recovery. Other boards, 
such as Hibiscus Coast (also in a tsunami 
zone), had invested in being prepared for 
disaster, as should happen locally.

“It isn’t reinventing the wheel, but getting 
back to it,” Wood said.  

Board memberToni van Tonder said the 
$4000 in the initially proposed budget was 
a first step for a report, and she was unsure 
what ANCAD would do with $30,000. “It’s 
a bad way to use our position to spend 
ratepayers dollars,” she said, before 
voting against the move, along with board 
chairman Aidan Bennett. It was carried 4-2.
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What do you do with 80kg of 
surplus potatoes? Play chippie to 
the neighbourhood. 

That was the approach taken 
by the crew from Fish Kitchen, 
on Devonport Wharf, disposing 
of sacks of spuds as lockdown 
loomed.

A queue of up to 50 people 
formed when word got out that 
bags of hand-cut hot chips were 
being dispensed. 

“We weren’t expecting so many 
people to come out,” said Fish 
Kitchen manager Michelle Wu.

Locals were happy to wait 
in a spaced line inside the ferry 
building for their treats, served 
from 4pm, ahead of the prime 
minister’s announcement on 
Friday, 14 August that lockdown 
in Auckland was being extended.

Inside, staff prepared the chips 
and kept the vats sizzling to en-
sure the potatoes weren’t wasted. 
“We don’t use frozen, so they had 
to be used,” said Wu.

Sizzling offer quickly chips away at surplus:

Double order…  
Takapuna Grammar 
student  
Edward Ellis-Pegler (left) 
and Benjamin Fletcher, 
who goes to Westlake 
Boys High School, are 
Devonport friends who 
were quick to take up  
Fish Kitchen’s  
pre-lockdown offer

Write your
family stories

with Lynn Dawson 

Navy Museum - Torpedo Bay, Devonport
Wednesday 16 September, 10am - 4pm

Limited to 8 people - bookings are essential

Cost: $30 per person includes morning and afternoon tea - BYO lunch

For more information and to book:  info@navymuseum.co.nz or T: 09 445 5186
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One potato, two potato… Fish Kitchen’s (from left) Aaron Allen, Robbie Walmsley, Andre Burghaus, 
Olivia Douglas and co-owner Ian Shields keep the chips coming. 
Below: Got ’em… Peggy,  younger sister Dulcie and their mother Madeleine Richard were among the 
happy customers who swooped on Fish Kitchen for some free fries

Punters bag their share as lockdown bites
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For timetables & travel alerts please visit 
fullers.co.nz or download the My Ferry App

Available for iOS and Android

Thank you to the Devonport community for the support and being kind to our 
crew throughout this most recent alert level 3. And thank you to everyone for 
playing their part, following the essential travel guidelines and staying home. 

This year has been like no other with many changes. Above all, and at every 
alert level, our focus is to provide a regular and resilient service for Devonport 
that gets you where you need to be. 

We understand a second lockdown may have been unsettling. Rest assured, 
our crew have done a thorough job following guidelines and providing safe 
transportation and will continue to do so as we keep responding. 

Please remember at the lower alert level 2 we will operate with reduced 
passenger capacity to make sure there is enough space for physical distancing 
onboard. Consider travelling off-peak where possible.

As with the last lockdown, our recovery approach is to rebuild responsibly 
and provide frequency to support the needs of the community. Keep an eye 
on the Fullers360 website and MyFerry app for the latest timetables and 
travel advice.

When it’s safe to do so and as alert levels allow it, we are committed to 
providing great experiences in the Hauraki Gulf for your next day trip, or 
adventure. We love cruising around the Hauraki Gulf, and love nothing more 
than sharing these experiences with others.

See you on the water.

Mike Horne
Fullers360 CEO

my ferry
keep up to date with



August 28, 2020 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 9 

Sheet Number

QA CheckedDate

Project number

PLOTTED:

Scale @ A1

Sheet Title

Project

Consultants

Signed

Revision

Scale @ A3

Le
ve

l 1
 S

he
d 

19 
Pr

inc
es

 W
ha

rf 
| P

O 
Bo

x 
106

25
7 

Au
ck

lan
d 

114
3

Ph
on

e 
64

 9
 3

77
 6

414
 | 

Em
ail

 a
ma

kl@
ar

ch
ime

dia
.co

.nz
26

 C
lift

on
 R

oa
d, 

Ha
mil

to
n 

| P
O 

Bo
x 

416
6 

Ha
mil

to
n 

Ea
st

Ph
on

e 
64

 7
 8

38
 0

46
4 

| E
ma

il a
mh

tn
@a

rch
ime

dia
.co

.nz

Fig
ure

d d
ime

ns
ion

s a
re 

to 
be

 ta
ke

n i
n p

ref
ere

nce
 to

 sc
ale

d 
dim

en
sio

ns
. V

eri
fy 

all
 di

me
ns

ion
s o

n t
he

 jo
b b

efo
re 

pre
pa

rin
g s

ho
p 

dra
win

gs
 or

 co
mm

en
cin

g w
ork

. T
his

 dr
aw

ing
 is

 CO
PY

RIG
HT

 an
d i

s 
the

 pr
op

ert
y o

f A
rch

ime
dia

 G
rou

p L
td 

©

Client

CCOOLLOOUURR  PPRRIINNTTNNOOTT  FFOORR  CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN

44//1122//22001199  77::3399::2211  PPMM

DDRRCC

LLAAKKEE  RROOAADD  RREESSIIDDEENNTTIIAALL

1199001111

AA000077

0044//1122//22001199

220099  &&  221111  LLAAKKEE  RROOAADD,,
BBEELLMMOONNTT

AAEERRIIAALL  VVIIEEWW  SSOOUUTTHH  EEAASSTT

MMIICCHHAAEELL  SSUU  &&  DDAANNAA  GGUUOO

Rev Date Description
D 04.12.2019 RC

209/211 Lake Road
Belmont
AUCKLAND
Lot 4 DP 36714, 1513m2
Lot 3 DP 36714, 3390m2
Lot 2 DP 105831

LLEEGGAALL  DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN

SSUU
MM MM EE RR SS UU NN

WW

II NN
TT EE RR SSUU NN

TTRR
UUEE

  
NNOO

RRTT
HH

Sheet Number

QA CheckedDate

Project number

PLOTTED:

Scale @ A1

Sheet Title

Project

Consultants

Signed

Revision

Scale @ A3

Le
ve

l 
1 
Sh

ed
 1
9 

Pr
in
ce

s 
W
ha

rf
 | 

PO
 B

ox
 1
06

25
7 

Au
ck

la
nd

 1
14

3
Ph

on
e 

64
 9

 3
77

 6
41

4 
| E

ma
il 

am
ak

l@
ar

ch
im
ed

ia
.co

.n
z

26
 C

lif
to

n 
Ro

ad
, 
Ha

mi
lt
on

 | 
PO

 B
ox

 4
16

6 
Ha

mi
lt
on

 E
as

t
Ph

on
e 

64
 7

 8
38

 0
46

4 
| E

ma
il 

am
ht

n@
ar

ch
im
ed

ia
.co

.n
z

Fi
gu

re
d 

di
me

ns
io
ns

 a
re

 t
o 

be
 t
ak

en
 in

 p
re

fe
re

nc
e 

to
 s

ca
le
d 

di
me

ns
io
ns

. V
er

ify
 a

ll 
di
me

ns
io
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

jo
b 

be
fo

re
 p

re
pa

rin
g 

sh
op

 
dr

aw
in
gs

 o
r 

co
mm

en
cin

g 
wo

rk
. T

hi
s 

dr
aw

in
g 

is
 C

OP
YR

IG
HT

 a
nd

 is
 

th
e 

pr
op

er
ty

 o
f 

Ar
ch

im
ed

ia
 G

ro
up

 L
td

 ©

Client

CCOOLLOOUURR  PPRRIINNTTNNOOTT  FFOORR  CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN

44//1122//22001199  66::0022::4444  PPMM

DDRRCC

AAss  iinnddiiccaatteedd

LLAAKKEE  RROOAADD  RREESSIIDDEENNTTIIAALL

1199001111

AA110000

0044//1122//22001199

220099  &&  221111  LLAAKKEE  RROOAADD,,
BBEELLMMOONNTT

LLOOCCAATTIIOONN  PPLLAANN

MMIICCHHAAEELL  SSUU  &&  DDAANNAA  GGUUOO

1 : 500 @ A1
1       LOCATION PLAN

1 : 5000 @ A1
2       WIDE LOCATION PLAN

Rev Date Description
B 16.09.2019 RC PRE-APP
C 22.10.2019 DRAFT RC
D 04.12.2019 RC

Any application of this size would raise 
concerns about the impact of more traffic on 
an already clogged Lake Rd, and residents’ 
cars getting in and out of the site.

But a transport assessment included in the 
application stated: “Based on a total of 48 
dwellings of a mix of one and two bedrooms, 
we estimate the proposal will generate up to 
24 vehicle trips both during both the morning 
and evening peak periods.

“This averages at one vehicle movement 
every 2.5 minutes, which is expected to have 
a negligible effect on the operation of Lake 
Rd and nearby intersections,” said Flow 
Transportation Specialists Ltd, in a report 
for the applicant. 

The vehicle access way at the boundary 
of the property is 6 metres wide and more 
than 10 metres from any intersection, the 
report said.

from page 1

Intensification…  
an artist’s impression of the 
proposed development (top),  
and an aerial view of the sites  
as they currently are (right) 

48 apartments 
planned for  
Lake Rd site 

We are bringing all the things you know 
and love about Medplus to Devonport.
Medplus Devonport opening soon.

09 489 2011
Enrol now at www.medplus.co.nz 

Face 2 Face / Video / Telephone consultations
Consultations available on the day

Medplus welcomes new  
Doctor, Sir David Mauger 

The Medplus team are very pleased to 
announce that they have been joined by a new 
family doctor, Sir David Mauger KNZM. 
David, who trained in Otago, has had a 
prestigious career in paediatric oncology and 
was knighted for his services to paediatrics 
in 2009. Whilst David has retired from his 
super- specialist field he remains an Honoury 
Consultant and has now taken up an inter-
est in accident & emergency medicine and 
general practice.  He is working part time as 
a general practitioner at Medplus and enjoys 
seeing patients of all ages. 

When David came to Auckland as a junior 
paediatrician his stamping ground was 
Princess Mary Hospital at the edge of Auck-
land Domain. David recalls that Ward 32, 
(general paediatrics), was so full of children 
with diseases like meningitis, pneumonia, 
tuberculosis and rheumatic fever that it was 
practically an infectious disease ward. There 
were also children with leukaemia, in whom 
David took great interest and he was the clini-
cian behind the first allogenic bone marrow 
transplant in 1979. “The transplant 
was the focus of a massive conflict 
I had with the medical establish-
ment at the time. We had no cure for 
children with leukaemia who had 
relapsed, and I thought there was 
good data to suggest some children 
might have another chance. They did 
and bone marrow transplant is still 
the preferred treatment for children in second 
remission.”

In the 1970s David was disappointed to 
find that support for children with cancer 
from the Cancer Society was very limited. 
David went on to co- found the Child Cancer 
Foundation and was an advocate for the 
establishment of Starship Hospital in 1991. 

He is pleased to now be working on the 
Shore, where he lived for much of his adult 
life.  He is the proud father of five sons and 

has seven grandchildren he loves to play 
with. David is a member of the Devonport 
Yacht Club and spends most of his spare time 
working on his yacht. “My interest in wooden 
boats comes from my father. My family has 
been boat builders for generations. I have 
owned 3 wooden yachts; all about 100 years 
old and now have a 1926 launch. Two of the 

yachts were built in Devonport and the launch 
was built in Milford, where she still is.” 

His father was also a pioneering man, 
being part of Ernest Shackleton’s 1914 Trans 
Antarctic Expedition.  “He was the carpenter 
on the Aurora, the ship that went to the Ross 
Sea.  Shackleton went to the Weddell Sea 
and his ship the Endurance was lost there. 
The Aurora was at Cape Evans near Scott 
Base when she broke free in a blizzard and 
was trapped in the ice for 10 months. My dad 

received the Polar Medal and has a mountain 
named after him for the part he played in sav-
ing the ship and the crew.”

When asked about how he felt to receive a 
knighthood, David responded “I didn’t really 
believe it. It was a great day, one of the top 
three in my life. I was really pleased that the 
citation was for paediatrics and not paediatric 

oncology. Paediatrics has always been 
my mission.”

Dr David Mauger joins Doctors 
Fiona Brow, Michele Hollis, David 
Hopcroft, Jean Lim, Heidi MacRae 
Helen Shrimpton and Annie Si. 
Medplus is open from 8am to 8pm 
weekdays, both Saturday and Sunday 
mornings from 9am to 12noon and 

provides family medical care to both enrolled 
patients and visitors.   Check out the web site 
for the full range of services available. www.
medplus.co.nz   To make an appointment call 
the friendly reception team on 4892011.

Medplus will be open on 24th, 27th, 
28th, 31st December, 3rd and 4th  

January from 8am-5pm and will be  
open on weekends as normal from  
9am-noon over the holiday period.

Medplus Family Medical Centre  |  327 Lake Road, Hauraki Corner  |  Ph 09 489 2011

Photo 
Sir David Mauger

         Doctors Fiona Brow, Michele Hollis,  
David Hopcroft, Jean Lim, Heidi MacRae,  
David Mauger, Helen Shrimpton and  
Annie Si wish you all a Happy Christmas

Quality. Health. Care.
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BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT NOW

09 -  4457591

Support Local

WWW.BELLAMAMA.CO.NZ        ADDRESS: 165 LAKE ROAD, BELMONT

Massage#Facial#Waxing
#Pedicure#LashTint

#Browshape

Everyone
Deserves a 
Spa Day

Hauraki’s Medplus, a designated Covid-19 
testing centre, completed 120 tests in just one 
day early on in the renewed lockdown. The 
practice topped 100 on Wednesday 12 August, 
the day lockdown began, and did so again on 
the Thursday, before hitting 120 on the Friday. 

By Thursday 20 August, demand had dwin-
dled, with only three tests booked.

Medplus Director Heidi MacRae said she was 
disappointed to hear they had an incident of one 
angry member of the public, who had come to 
be tested, spitting on a nurse. 

“We have had a lot of visits from the local 
community who have been grateful for the 
availability of testing in their area. However, 
there seems to be some angst in the community 
as well,” she said. 

Test results are available within 24 hours, as 
swabs are being processed at an Auckland lab. 
Some other testing centres are sending swabs 
to Christchurch, delaying results, MacRae said.

Medplus patients are required to wait in the 
car park for a nurse to come out. The procedure 
is much faster than at larger Auckland testing 
facilities, which have been reported as chaotic, 
with extreme wait times and queue-jumping.

Medplus is offering free tests to people with 
symptoms or who may have had exposure to the 
virus. MacRae said it was important for people 
tested, and their, families to stay at home while 
they waited for test results. 

Rush for Covid 
tests subsides

Devonport 6 Kapai Road

3 2 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 3 Sep 2020

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

Viewby appointment

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Garden pied-a-terre in the village

You will know you have found something special from the moment you discover this alluring, fully

renovated early workman's cottage just back from the waterfront, in the heart of Devonport. Full of

charm with beautifully proportioned interiors it offers a wonderful single level lifestyle for couples,

singles or small families. Three bedrooms, two at the front and a third with ensuite across the

covered deck - perfect for guests. The spacious main living room has a seamless flow to the

conservatory and to the delightfully landscaped and private easy-care garden. The conservatory

provides another living room, a beautiful space to relax or entertain, overlooking the lush garden.

Positioned in a quiet cul-de-sac a stroll from the ferry, waterfront, beaches and village.

bayleys.co.nz/1451242
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A LTO G E T H E R  B E T T E R Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

FOR MARKETING 
THAT SELLS 
ALL OVER DEVONPORT

Linda Simmons 
027 459 0957  |  linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz 
www.lindasimmons.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

TOP 5% 

OF BAYLEYS SALES
PEOPLE 2019/2020

SOLD

39 AllenbyAvenue

SOLD

159 Victoria Road8 Eton Avenue9 Arawa Avenue

SOLD

131 Vauxhall Road25 Roslyn Terrace

SOLD

18 Huia Road

SOLD

21 Rattray Street

SOLD

SOLD

36 Calliope Road

SOLD SOLD
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By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

It’s been a tough few weeks psychologi-
cally. Just as we were taking the freedoms 
of Covid level 1 for granted, four new com-
munity cases came to light and the next day 
we were back in level-3 lockdown, which 
was extended to two weeks. 

For me, the biggest loss has been sports – 
gyms are closed, and tennis and squash are 
gone, although I did squeeze in a final game 
in the last hour before lockdown.  

During level 3, I’ve found myself staring 
with little joy at an old pair of running shoes 
in the cupboard.

In level 4, I walked regularly, particularly 
enjoying a stroll across the golf course. We 
were lucky to have good weather. I naively 
assumed (contrary to all the scientific evi-

dence) we had beaten the virus, and cases 
around the world would gradually reduce 
as well. 

As we have seen, the hope that Covid-19 
would disappear quickly was delusional. 

Under the renewed level 3, there seems a 
grim acceptance that the virus is here to stay, 
and we are left in a mental no-man’s land: is  
it the new normal – in and out of lockdowns 
for various reasons until we get a vaccine? 

Planning is difficult, both personally and 
for business. Having things to look forward 
to gives life a traction that is hard to replace. 
Now there’s no certainty.

Walks around Devonport in the last couple 
of weeks seemed to have less appeal than in 
level 4: maybe sidestepping people wear-
ing masks just illustrates the situation to a 
greater degree.

Still, Devonport restaurants and retailers 
battle on. Free chips offered by Fish Kitchen 
were a rare bit of good news; the pies from 
Baked sell out every day. And there is a feel-
ing that spring and summer are around the 
corner with events still being planned: Glow 
and the America’s Cup.   

And we can be thankful that we still have 
our health.   

For Devonport, Mike Pritchard was a gift 
that kept on giving. It’s hard to put into a few 
words the contribution he made to the suburb 
over the past 50 years. 

Ngataringa Bay would have been filled 
in and populated with houses in the 1970s, 
if Pritchard and a few other like-minded 
residents hadn’t stood for the Devonport 
Borough Council and overturned an earlier 
decision to provide a businessman with de-
velopment rights.   

His name is also synonymous with two 
firsts Devonport is most famous for: the first 
borough in New Zealand to go nuclear free 
and the first in the country to introduce a 
recycling scheme.  In later years he became 
involved with protecting Fort Takapuna and 
its associated buildings at Narrow Neck. 

From a journalist’s perspective he was 
straight shooter, always happy to help and put 
things into a historical context, with no other 
agenda than making Devonport a better place.  

It’s a bitter irony that Pritchard, and fel-
low Devonport guardian Roger Giles (with 
their trademark beards and ready smiles),  
have died this year and Covid-19 restrictions 
on gatherings have disrupted fitting public 
send-offs. 

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

WWW.DEVCARS.CO.NZ

2013 Volvo V60 
T4 R-Design
1.6L Turbo, automatic 
• Available in Silver & Black
•  Top spec, low kms
•  Heated seats, bluetooth
•  A stunning mid-size Euro wagon

2014 VW Golf 
GTi Mark 7
2.0L Turbo, DSG Auto 
• Only 41,100kms
•  162kW, Tartan cloth, bluetooth
•  The original ‘Hot Hatch’  

in Tornado Red!

2012 Mazda 
Demio Hatch
1.3L, automatic 
• Only 34,460kms
•  Facelift model
•  AUX, tints
•  Popular, reliable, Japanese Hatch

LEWIS ROWE 021 108 3970

Ph 09 445 6236 | 154 Lake Rd, Belmont.OPENING HOuRS:
Mon–Sat

9.30am–5.30pm

$17,990* $25,990*$9,990*

Mention the FlagstaFF For $1000 off these advertised prices
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Getting through the Covid-19 crisis

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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Is it viable for our soon-to-be 
opened medical centre to offer Covid 
swabbing for the asymptomatic in 
the car park behind their premises? 
Pedestrians-only and on a controlled 
basis.

Many would appreciate this 
service at a community health centre.
Wayne Lees

 The ancients of Britain and China regarded 
the regular reappearance of Halley’s Comet 
every 75 years as an omen, a harbinger of up-
coming calamity such as warfare or pestilence.

North Shore has a curious parallel in the 
regular rotation of our local National MPs, 
each change marked by a major battle over 
community land-and-facilities seizure by our 
governing authorities.

Wayne Mapp’s election as North Shore 
MP in 1996 was immediately followed by the 
National government’s Nick Smith’s proposal 
to sell the land of the redundant Fort Cautley 
Army Camp at Narrow Neck for upmarket 
residential housing.

This was challenged through the courts by 
the local Tamaki Reserve Protection Society, 
on the grounds that an underlying reserve status 
precluded any sale. The locals won, and the 
land became the current Fort Takapuna park, 
transferred to North Shore City Council, with 
the 1880 heritage military-fort site being man-
aged by the Department of Conservation. The 
Navy retained the Officers Training School 
facility, on the basis that if they ever left, the 
land would revert to recreation-reserve status 
and become part of the Maritime Park.

Mapp, as the new National MP, got landed 
with this, and commented later that the issue 
cost him a 3000-drop in his majority.

Maggie Barry’s election as the National MP 
in September 2014 was followed a few weeks 
later with the announcement by National Min-
ister Chris Finlayson that the Navy-occupied 
land destined ultimately for the Maritime 
Park was to be included in the Ngati Whatua 
Treaty settlement transfer of the Navy hous-
ing stock of approximately 200 properties. 

It is understood this was to make up for an 
unanticipated shortfall in value of the agreed 
settlement amount.

This led to a strong community reaction, 
with accusations of the government not being 
open and candid with the settlement process, 
mixed with other internal Maori Treaty set-
tlement and mana whenua issues, a vexed 
special Select Committee hearing at the Ngati 
Whatua marae at Bastion Point, and ultimately 
community concerns being overridden and no 
change in the settlement transaction.

Another difficult time for a new MP sand-
bagged by her own government, and leaving 
an unhappy resentment in the electorate, to be 
followed by the later sale under Barry’s watch 
of the Bayswater marina.

And now in 2020, with the election of Simon 
Watts a few weeks away, we have Auckland 
Council announcing the Emergency Budget 
seizure for sale of a number of Shore council 
community facility properties, one being the 
heritage Devonport Borough Council building 
at 3 Victoria Rd, unrented since community 
and council support facilities were evicted for 
commercial rental in July 2018.

Another is the heritage Takapuna Library 
building in the Strand, provided through a 
private bequest many years ago, also left 
vacant since March 2018 for “earthquake 
strengthening”.

These follow on from the Takapuna car park 
grab, and the successful Takapuna camping 
ground battle.

It is back to the trenches for a war-weary 
community, who along with most of Auckland 
are extremely concerned and tired of council 
and Panuku intransigence and rigidity (under 

council riding instructions) towards commu-
nity sensitivity and needs.

Both Shore councillors Chris Darby and 
Richard Hills voted against the sale of 3 
Victoria Rd, so Simon Watts’ first role as our 
local MP will be to take up the cudgels as well 
and come up to speed and take a lead on this 
critical issue.

A safe seat is too often a soft target for 
Government action – our new MP must not 
be dazzled by hobnobbing with admirals and 
ambassadors, and the privilege of being an MP.

He must recognise that his primary, indeed 
sole, purpose is to act for his community. 
Gumboots before glamour.

Key North Shore issues now are the unsat-
isfactory structure and function of the Rodney 
Hide Super City and the need for change, and 
the current consequential local issues of deal-
ing with the council and its council-controlled 
organisations (CCOs), and the retention of its 
community properties and character.

Simon, the job starts on 17 October – we 
wish you well.
Bill Rayner
Grey Power

New MP faces yet another property-snatch issue

Harcourts Devonport Tides
©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Nicole Plewinski PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E nicole.plewinski@harcourts.co.nz

Covid Swabbing
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Decades have passed and the same old is-
sues remain on our peninsula. 

Nothing of any consequence has changed 
for the better, except for the fact that there’s a 
defib machine at Ngataringa Tennis Club, in 
case you have a seizure.

The reality is: serious degradation of our 
town is occurring. I studied statistics in my 
youth and the stats in Devonport are appalling. 

For  a start, our local small businesses have 
a 50 per cent chance of failure imposed by 
the statistics falsely made. It’s this simple: 5 
million divided by 22 (deaths from Covid-19) 
equals one chance in 227,272. That’s the year-
to-date count that can be reviewed next Janu-
ary. So we trash most of our town’s vibrancy 
and income earners. People have become so 
PC they allow the powers that be to spoon-
feed us, 

We are running out of water in this town 
and few, or none of us, are putting in water 
tanks. Indeed, Watercare has discouraged such 
installs. Watercare is hanging us out to dry. 
They added 300,000 new connections onto the 
same resource and they call the issue a drought. 

In reality, the brains of these people in coun-
cil are clearly bone dry. So rates are up to pay 
for traffic safety cones and mindless stop-go 
set-ups in Devonport and all around town. 
There’s more so-called workers doing cones 
and signs than workers  doing the actual work. 
The contractors are peeling out the ratepay-
ers and they are so slow and useless. It’s a 
joke. The stats on this road-safety issue are 
also questionable.  Before we had these people 
stopping and going us every few yards, there 
was about a one in 300,000 chance of an ac-
cident at a roadworks site per million car trips. 
Lotto is a better bet. 

When I drive from Devonport to Taka, on 

the hell road, I get stopped at least twice a 
week by the stop-go-stop mob, then six sets 
of traffic lights and four lots of pedestrian 
fiascos, several three-abreast cyclist mobs, or 
sole cyclists in the middle of the road thinking 
they are cars, with foul mouths or hand actions 
pointed at car drivers. 

And then you can also expect at least three 
unexplained car stoppages, whereby the driv-
ers ahead are so nice and polite, they have 
reinvented the road rules as they please and 
stop at will to allow people in to the main road 
flow,  rather than these people having to wait 
their turn. This PC lot are mad in the head and 
don’t seem to realise that they are the authors 
of chaos on our road, coupled with Auckland 
Transport (AT), who will never sort out a 
truly intelligent transport solution for Lake 
Rd, or anywhere. 

It is possible to redo Lake Rd with no stop-
ping from Devonport to Takapuna: just four 
roundabouts and seven pedestrian under-or 
overpasses, three car lanes, and flag the bikes 
– I have had enough of their antics. 

I don’t like to be negative and not propose 
a decent solution to a problem, so I invite all 
the AT design team and the management of 
Watercare to meet me at Ngataringa Tennis 
Club for a game. Whereby I will use the defib 
machine standing by to save lives; I’ll hold the 
defib paddles on their temples to induce a few 
jolts that may ultimately improve our town’s 
management. I’ll invite the mayor too for the 
same treatment.  

We are living in a stop-go outfit ruled by total 
disregard for common sense. No one really 
cares, but I call on our smartest minds to join 
politics.  AT, Watercare, the mayoral race, we 
clearly need a different approach.
Ron Dykman 

Ron’s back on the Hell Rd

While the Lake Road project is deferred, it 
is reasonable for members of the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board to request more time 
to consider the project and work to retain the 
budget for the project. 

It was council’s Emergency Budget 
that removed the funds and postponed the 
project. 

I have asked for greater consideration for 
the expansion of the public-transport routes 
and, within these deliberations, account 
for future population growth. The point at 
which we need an additional and regular 
bus service along the Lake Rd corridor is 
impending and evident. 

Both the previous and current local boards 
have advocated for improved public trans-
port, the aim being to move significantly 
more people along Lake Rd. As a board 
membe, I could not simply comply with the 
Auckland Transport (AT) design without 
further exploring these points.

It is already known that there are a sub-
stantial number of development proposals, 
and these will further impact on the con-

gestion that currently impacts on Lake Rd. 
Hillary Cres will have 340 dwellings, Plym-
outh Cres will have 470 dwellings, Bardia 
St will add 48 dwellings, with  another 100 
houses to be demolished by Kāinga Ora. 
Ryman adds 300 dwellings and Bayswater 
Marina will add 120 dwellings. Other pri-
vate developments are also adding to this 
growth of population. These developments 
won’t happen overnight – some will occur 
in three years and some in 10 years.

The board is yet to review the Greenway-
cycle plan, and through this network will 
provide improved connections for cycle and 
walking options. The Greenway strategy is 
important to achieve, but again the outcomes 
of these plans have been delayed.

AT is accountable and must work to align 
with the concerns of the local board to 
achieve solid communication. It is reason-
able for the board to request more time to 
consider and evaluate the project.
Trish Deans
Devonport Takapuna Local Board 
Member

Reasonable to take time on Lake Rd

WINTER FUN PRESCHOOL PLAY
RESUMING AT ALERT LEVEL 2 

Fridays, until 30 October, 9:30am start 
The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont

The free, casual attendance sessions are the 
perfect way to keep little ones active and 

socialised during the colder, wetter months.  
Caregiver supervision is required.  At alert 
level 2, we’ll be taking further health & 
safety precautions – details will be at:  

www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz.

DEVONPORT COMMUNITY  
NETWORK MEETING RESCHEDULED

We hope to reschedule the Devonport  
Community Network meeting (postponed 

from 13 August) to early September – date 
to be advised. This quarterly meeting 
is about promoting networking among 

residents and local community groups, plus 
hear from guest speakers on topical local 

matters. For more information contact  
Maria ph: 445 9533 or email:   

maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

DEVONPORT SELF-ISOLATION 
SUPPORT

The Devonport Self-Isolation Support group 
has reactivated its Facebook page and  
support network. If you need help with  

shopping pick-up, running errands or you’d 
like a friendly phone call, please contact Jacki:   

jackifortune@yahoo.com or 021 515532  
or find ‘Devonport Self Isolation Support’  

on Facebook.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs
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With his strong European heritage from 
generations of craftsmen and tradespeople, it 
might have been an easy guess that young Peter 
Wolfkamp would grow up to be a builder with 
a love for making stuff. But his broadcasting 
career would have been a less likely pick.

Wolfkamp came to New Zealand as a child, 
with his Dutch immigrant parents, who made 
their family home in Papatoetoe. 

  Peter was one of the younger of five 
children in the family, and therefore fast to 
settle into Kiwi ways at his new primary 

school. 
Today, there’s not a hint of an accent, but 

Wolfkamp often looks back on his life in New 
Zealand and considers how different his story 
might have been. 

“I love the Netherlands, and whenever I visit 
family there, I think, ‘This could have been 
me living here in this place.’ I used to wonder 
about questions of who I was and where I came 
from. Was I Dutch or a New Zealander? But 
Mum and Dad made their choice to emigrate, 
and that was it for us kids. A new direction.”

Wolfkamp’s parents had skills they could 
take anywhere, and built a good life for their 
family in South Auckland. His father set up a 
metalworking business, and his mother found 
work as a seamstress. She built her own client 
base for dressmaking, too.

“I remember her making my sisters’ 
wedding dresses,” says Wolfkamp

And when his mother was done with the 
family dinner, on many evenings she was 
laying out patterns on the dining-room table. 
Quite often, recalls Wolfkamp, his father 
would go back to his workshop after the 
family meal because there was more work to 
be finished.

“They were hard workers. In the early 
evenings, Dad would nod off on the sofa with 
his teacup in his hand. I used to wonder why 

he was so sleepy and how come he didn’t drop 
his cup. Now it’s me nodding off on the sofa,” 
grins the 54-year-old.

By anyone’s standards, Wolfkamp is a busy 
man. Depending what’s on the broadcasting 
schedule – alongside the building agenda – the 
affable ‘Resident Builder’ can be spread very 
thin. “But I love it all,” he says.

Since 2012, he has been site foreman for 
The Block NZ. But the TV-personality part 
of his life is on hold, for now, as the filming 
of season nine of the show is paused due to 
Covid-19 restrictions.  

These days, he has more time to strap on 
the tool belt, pull on the boots and be hands-on 
with his own projects .

One of the most recent was a major 
renovation of a little local villa in desperate 
need of repair.

Wolfkamp’s driven, he says, by a passion for 
buidings, for making things, for broadcasting 
– and for interacting with people.

Working with his hands was a big part of his 
childhood. He pulled together a little workshop 
as a boy, and often worked – for the love of 
it – in his father’s factory. One of his father’s 
iconic 70s metal-and-cane chairs sits proudly 
under his kitchen bench.

“In my background, there was a huge respect 
in the community for tradespeople. As a kid, I 

Independent Financial Advice
Individuals and Businesses
Call me for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.

The life that Peter built: on the tools and the airwaves 
As a young man, Peter Wolfkamp fell into a building career, and then a sideline stint as a broadcaster. He’s still 
combining the two, and tells Helen Vause he loves it all – even if it means sometimes nodding off on the sofa.

Hammering it home... Builder and broadcaster Peter Wolfkamp and his family love their renovated 
Devonport house, though he says regular maintenance is essential 
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was alongside my father and mixing with other 
skilled men in the trades. I don’t think I ever 
really planned to be a builder, I just fell into it.”

When he left school, his path first led into 
communicating and working with people. 
Wolfkamp joined the youth ministry of the 
Catholic Diocese and worked with families 

in South Auckland. He lived together with 
the other members of the church team 
(including his wife to be, Debbie) and                                                                                                 
learned plenty about life – and himself.

“I loved it, but it was a contract just for two 
years. And after it ended I wasn’t sure what 
my next steps would be.”

He says he got lucky when he was offered a 
job, helping a builder build a house.

“I just fell into it, learning along the way. 
I was incredibly lucky to be working with 
people like that builder and to have worked 
alongside my father. They were skilled and 
dedicated with a passion for doing the best 
work.”

That was back in the 80s. He realised he’d 
landed in the right job for him but, as luck 
would have it, he’d also had a bit of exposure 
to Christian broadcasting during his youth-
ministry years. And someone, who knew 
someone else in radio, reckoned Wolfkamp 
could at least fill in on some graveyard shifts 
on commercial radio.

So, with the gift of the gab, and due to that 
connection, Wolfkamp gave it a go doing 
some midnight-to-dawn shifts on ZB. And, 
he loved that too. 

While his possible new career path in radio 
could arguably have been more glamourous, 
Wolfkamp says his pragmatic Dutch streak 
told him to have a buck both ways, and try 
doing both.

He took to his new life, yarning to and 
consoling the regular callers to his show 
through the darkest hours, honing his 
broadcasting talents as the shifts rolled round. 
But it was an exhausting schedule, with the 
day job looming soon after the dawn broke.

“You can do these things when you are 
young. And I really wanted to make it all 
work together. Sometimes, I’d hop in the truck 
and head from the studio to the building site, 
where I could catch a few hours’ sleep before 
I started work.”

In a culture of DIY and renovation 
enthusiasts, it was inevitable that the dots 
would be joined between the builder persona 
and the broadcaster, and that getting the most 
out of Wolfkamp on the airwaves would mean 
having him talk about what he knows best.

Every Sunday these days, he’s off before 
daybreak to talk with early birds who call in 

about all things building on his ZB show.
The Block is still scheduled to return next 

year and with it foreman Wolfkamp. He’s 
been with the show since its launch, and 
with full responsibility for compliance issues 
there’ve been plenty of tricky challenges for 
the seemingly unflappable Wolfkamp.

Surely some of the stressed-out hammering 
hopefuls battling through the show would try 
the patience of several saints?

“I love working with people,” he says with 
a grin. “But, yeah, there are of course some 
moments.”

He recalls colourfully losing his cool when 
the cameras weren’t rolling.

 “I’m big on sorting waste with different 
materials into different bins. So yeah, I lost it 
a bit when someone dumped a whole lot of 
mixed stuff without thinking.”

The Wolfkamp family love the renovated 
Devonport villa that’s been home for a couple 
of decades, although he could obviously build 
the modern home of many a man’s dreams.

“I just love villas for their history and for 

the lovely old houses that they are. I know 
there is an argument over whether to renovate 
or detonate with some of the old houses in 
terrible disrepair – but there aren’t many of 
those around here any more”

“Villas can absolutely serve us as well 
for living as modern homes if you can get 
things like insulation, ventilation and energy 
efficiency right.”

And there’s no reason, he says why our 
villas can’t still be serving future generations 
well too. But, says Wolfkamp, they call for 
a big commitment to regular maintenance.

And if you own a villa, you need to be able 
to access about $10,000 for maintenance at 
any time, he reckons, in order to keep things 
shipshape.

“Even I’ve been known to lie in bed and 
wonder what will happen to our house if all 
our nails rusted out at once,” he laughs.

He loves to tell the cautionary tale of the 
wife, the window and the errant husband. 
“One day I got a call from a woman to come 
and put a new window in. She said she’d been 
warning her husband the window had been 
hanging on by one screw in a hinge for ages 
and finally the day she’d warned him about 
had come. The whole thing fell out. It was 
quite a mess!”

Wolkamp loves the neighbourhood and 
when he’s out walking the local streets he’s 
always running his eye over those lovely 
old villas.

“I can’t help checking for downpipe 
troubles and sympathetic renovations.”

“Sometimes, I’d hop in the truck and  
head from the studio to the building site,  
where I could catch a few hours’ sleep  

before I started work.”

PlayPlayPreschoolPreschool
Toddler time to 

play with big toys, 

be active, and 

make new friends.

PreschoolPreschool
PlayPlay

FridayFriday mornings
July 24 - October 30July 24 - October 30
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Having lived in Devonport 
for 36 years, Bob and 
Sheila were thrilled to hear 
that Ryman Healthcare 
was building a retirement 
village on Ngataringa Bay.

“We love that we can 
stay in Devonport,” says 
Sheila, who is President 
of Stanley Bowling 
and Petanque Club.

While their three-
bedroomed apartment 
at William Sanders 
Retirement Village with 
views of Mt Victoria is 
due to be completed in 
March 2021, they have 
been delighted at the 
great feedback they’ve 
heard from friends and 
fellow bowlers who are 
already residents.

“People say they felt 
looked after by Ryman, 
particularly during the 
lockdown,” says Bob. “A 
lot of them said it’s even 
better than they’d hoped.”

Until move-in, the 
couple are focused on 
promoting the bowls club 
which not only boasts 
stunning views across 
the water - including of 
their future home – but 
is the sole social hub in 
that part of Devonport.

They have appreciated the 

support Ryman has given 
bowls events and Sales 
Advisor Janet Coutts is 
now a regular face at club 
quiz night, held on the third 
Friday of every month.

“Janet supports the 
club whenever she 
can,” says Sheila, who 
has been active on the 
committee and as a 
player for 10 years. 

“Now we’re gearing up 
for a membership drive 
on our annual visitor day 
on 7 November. It’s a big 

year as we’re celebrating 
100 years since the 
club was founded.”

With bowls at the club 
being summer only, 
Bob and Sheila can’t 
wait to enjoy the best 
of both worlds.

 “We’re really going to 
enjoy practicing on the 
rink at William Sanders 
during the winter and 
we will remain active 
down here in the 
summer,” says Sheila.

Sheila and Bob are bowled over

Sheila and Bob look forward to their move to the village

Enjoy fabulous views of Ngataringa 
Bay, Mt Victoria and the city skyline 
from the fourth floor.

$1,180,000

12

Light-filled corner apartment close 
to the heart of the village for an easy 
stroll to the amenities and social areas.

$1.050,000 

12

Space and sun make this north facing, 
first floor apartment one of the best. 
Enjoy all day sun streaming in! 

$1,350,000

23

For more information call Janet on 0800 555 104  
or Mark on 0800 555 106. 

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

If you’re considering a move to William Sanders Retirement Village there 
are just a few apartments left in stage 3. These apartments will be open  
and ready to move into in October this year. When you purchase a new 
home with us, there’s no need to rush to sort your affairs, with 6 months  
to sell your current property. 

VILLAGE CENTRE AND  
APARTMENTS OPENING OCTOBER 
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Moving soil that was excavated for a building 
project has allowed Takapuna Grammar School 
(TGS) to fill in the ditch beside its main drive. 
The area will be restored to grass, enhancing the 
approach to the restored main block. 

The soil was repurposed from the school’s 
back playing fields, where an indoor cricket 
facility is being built.

Principal Mary Nixon says she is keen to 
implement more such sustainability measures 
around the school. Water use will be a focus, 
with water tanks being considered to capture 
rain. One opportunity for this will come with 
the reroofing of the old sports hall.

As well as planting in front of the archway 
of the steps to the main building, a garden has 
already been created to the rear of the building, 
between it and the school hall. Planting will 
also enhance the recently renovated special-
education block, Nixon says. “We want to keep 
developing the whole of the site.” 

Sport upgrades on the wishlist include a 
hockey turf, following on from having resur-
faced the netball courts and setting up stand-
alone basketball courts. 

Plans to cover the pool, in partnership with 
a private company, have been disrupted by 
Covid-related issues, Nixon says. 

• TGS was forced to postpone the official 
opening of its refurbished main building on 14 
August, due to Covid-19 level-3 restrictions. 

TGS goes greener 
in site improvements 

Licensed under the REAA 2008

Joan Barton  021 273 9930
Joan.barton@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA

Michael Su  021 431 988
Michael.su@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA

LUXURY MEETS LOCATION
Sophisticated apartment living in the heart of Milford

Your dream home is about to become a reality. These modern luxurious apartments offer 
sensational views of Rangitoto and the Hauraki Gulf, with modern shopping, Milford Village 
and Milford Beach all right on your doorstep.

Construction is well underway, so do not delay. 

Display suite is now open daily from 11AM - 4PM or by private appointment. 

Shop 30 Milford Shopping Centre, 24 Milford Road.

Enquire today to make your Omana North dream a reality.

OMANANORTH.CO.NZ

$10NZD 
WEEKLY 
LUNCH 

SPECIALS 

Add Shoestring fries and a 
drink for $6

Tuesday 
Chicken Burger  

BRIOCHE BUN OR BARE, CHARGRILLED OR 
FRIED CHICKEN, MAYONNAISE, LETTUCE, 

TOMATO AND RED ONIONS 

Wednesday 
Beef Burger 

BRIOCHE BUN OR BARE, NZ BEEF (170g), 
HOMEMADE PINK SAUCE, LETTUCE, TOMATO 

AND RED ONIONS 

Thursday 
Pork Burger 

BRIOCHE BUN OR BARE, SLOW ROASTED PORK 
BELLY, HOMEMADE SLAW, WHOLE GRAIN 

MUSTARD, APPLE RELISH AND AIOLI  

Sunday 
Fish Burger  

BRIOCHE BUN OR BARE, BEER BATTERED FISH 
(TERAKIHI / SNAPPER), HOMEMADE TARTARE 
SAUCE, AIOLI, LETTUCE AND RED ONIONS 

$10NZD 
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WEEKLY 
LUNCH

SPECIALS

$10NZD

Add Shoestring fries  
and a drink for $6

TUESDAY Chicken Burger
BRIOCHE BUN OR BARE, CHARGRILLED 
OR FRIED CHICKEN, MAYONNAISE, LET-

TUCE, TOMATO AND RED ONIONS

WEDNESDAY Beef Burger
BRIOCHE BUN OR BARE, NZ BEEF 
(170g), HOME-MADE PINK SAUCE,  

LETTUCE, TOMATO AND RED ONIONS

THURSDAY Pork Burger
BRIOCHE BUN OR BARE, SLOW-  

ROASTED PORK BELLY, HOME-MADE 
SLAW, WHOLEGRAIN MUSTARD,  

APPLE RELISH AND AIOLI

SUNDAY Fish Burger
BRIOCHE BUN OR BARE, BEER-  

BATTERED FISH (TERAKIHI/SNAPPER), 
HOME-MADE TARTARE SAUCE, AIOLI, 

LETTUCE AND RED ONIONS

Burgz Burger | Tel: 09 282 1563 | 131 Lake Rd Belmont
Click & Collect: burgzburger.co.nz
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A row of shops on Devonport’s main street 
has had its heritage status downgraded.

Auckland Council has resolved that the 
block at 33 and 37-39 Victoria Rd, dating 
from 1888, is now a B-category, rather than 
an A-category building. 

The two-storey masonry block is home to 
Devonport Pharmacy and (on the other side 
of an arched central lane) Barfoot and Thomp-
son, and an empty office that pre-lockdown 
was let to a travel agent.

Heritage advocate and Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board (DTLB) member Trish 
Deans says city-wide changes approved by 
the council’s planning committee this month 
underline why Devonport should be consid-
ered a historic heritage zone rather than one of 
“special character”, as it is now categorised.

The “overlay” of a heritage zone – as ap-
plies in more modified historic main streets in 
Onehunga and Otahuhu – would give added 
protection to important buildings, says Deans, 
who is president of Devonport Heritage. The 
group intends to keep pressing for a status 
upgrade.

Deans says it is a slippery slope when build-
ings go from an A to a B rating. They may still 
have exteriors worthy of consideration, but 
because they have often had extensive interior 
alterations they become more vulnerable. “It’s 
a disaster for heritage,” she says. 

Allowing valuable heritage buildings, 
including residential properties, to be heavily 
altered was a pathway to further downgrading 
their status. This ultimately puts them at risk 
of demolition, she says.

The council decisions follow reviews by its 
heritage team, partly designed to standardise 
listings across the city, with A grades having 
been allocated differently by former councils. 

A-grade protection is considered best left for 
buildings of national or regional significance. 
B-category buildings can be demolished, but 
only with consent.

The heritage reclassifications made to 
the council’s Unitary Plan, known as Plan 
Change 27, also better dovetail with Resource 
Management Act (RMA) building definitions.

A number of heavily modified buildings 
throughout Auckland have been downgraded 
or removed from the register.

In the DTLB area, this includes Earnoch 
House at 194-6 Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna, 
which dates to 1875. It has been lowered to 
B category.

Two historic Milford homes, have been 
removed from the heritage register altogether. 

B-graded Porthcurnow East at 14 Muritai 
Rd was  taken off the register at the request of 
its owners. It was built in the late 1880s and 
had been moved from its original site with a 
section of the building relocated elsewhere 
and the remaining interior much altered. The 
former Halling homestead at 68 Kitchener Rd 
was also removed from the register and lost 
its B-grade rating. 

“It’s a big loss to Milford and Takapuna 
because there’s so little of their heritage left,” 
says Deans. 

Council downgrades heritage building

Status downgrade... the block at 33 and 37-39 Victoria Rd has had its A-category heritage rating 
downgraded to a B listing 

165 Lake Road
Devonport

FOR LEASE

Office Room available for lease inside 
Bella Mama Spa. Free receptionist and 
waiting room included.
$300+gst per week.

PHONE
DR HARISH 027 672 0000

It is with sadness that our family 
wishes to let Flagstaff readers 
know that on 18 August long-
time Devonport resident and local 
advocate Michael Pritchard passed 
away peacefully. The family will 
be holding a celebration of his life 
at a later date, due to the current 
Covid situation. For messages of 
condolence or information, please 
contact mhp180820@gmail.com.

Michael Pritchard       
family notice

 A meet-the-candidates event for 
the upcoming general election will be 
held at  Holy Trinity Church Hall, on 
Thursday 1 October, 7pm-9pm.

New date  
for Devonport 

candidates meeting
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Writing skills are improving among stu-
dents at Belmont Intermediate thanks to an 
online programme the school has adopted to 
support classroom teaching.

Similar in concept to the widely used 
Mathletics programme, the online writing 
programme, Write that Essay, guides students 
through exercises and allows them to self-
correct their work. 

Results are impressive, says the school’s 
deputy principal and director of teaching and 
learning, Claire Janes. 

Students have enjoyed the challenge and 
variety of activities and their results have 
improved markedly. 

Using artificial intelligence, the programme 
is able to give immediate feedback on sen-
tence, paragraph and story structure, helping 
reinforce and extend ideas being taught in the 
classroom.

Janes says the programme is part of efforts 
to enhance literacy at the school and ready 
students for the step up to secondary-school 
studies. “Writing has always been a struggle 
for children coming through [from primary],” 
she says.

Around half the students who arrived at 
Belmont were performing below the expected 
level. Last year, a target to move up 15 per cent 
of that group was exceeded, with 20 per cent 
advancing. More markedly, 67 per cent of all 
students on the programme showed a lift of 
two sub-levels in their writing achievement, 
compared with rises of 49 per cent in reading 
and 57 per cent in maths.

Belmont had always performed well in 
reading, says Janes, but around three years ago 
had looked for ways to lift writing achieve-
ment, so the latest results were satisfying.

“Writing has been less measurable than 
reading and maths,” she says. 

The school has switched from teaching 
writing in a genre-based manner to skill-
based methods, offering more freedom and 
flexibility.

“If you hate writing speeches or hate writing 
narrative, it was pretty boring for them doing 

it for the whole term,” says Janes. Now, they 
can try poetry, for example,  to mix things up 
and make their learning more enjoyable and 
purposeful, while still being measurable. 

Teachers still mark and set assignments, but 
find the programme extends how easily and 
quickly new concepts can be grasped. 

Students can be be self-competitive, due 
to the instant feedback on their online essays.

Students might typically come from pri-
mary school having been exposed to three 
sentence-writing styles: a simple sentence, a 
compound sentence and a complex sentence, 
Deans says. Through the programme, they can 
be guided through a dozen sentence styles, 
working at their own pace in an engaged way. 
Trying the likes of quizzes and fun activities 
also reinforces curriculum content. 

Deans says different portals of the pro-
gramme will move students from working on 
different types of sentences to paragraphs and 
whole stories.

Teachers were initially guided by facilitators 
from the New Zealand company behind the 
programme. But this year is a milestone, with 
teachers becoming self-sufficient in running it.

Write that Essay was developed by a 
University of Auckland business-school aca-
demic, Dr Ian Hunter. It is now in use across 
Australasia. 

Belmont students have won a number of 
prizes in fun competitions pitting them against 
other children in Australia and New Zealand. 
The programme is partly funded through the 
school’s activity fee. 

Students learn the write stuff at Belmont Intermediate

Hard at work… Patrick Li and Amelia Glenn 

MEMBERS OF THE DEVONPORT BUSINESS
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (BID) &  
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF THE  

DEVONPORT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (DBA) 
ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE

DEVONPORT BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION

Annual General Meeting
on Monday 28th September, 2020

at Vic Road Kitchen
(59 Victoria Road, Devonport)

Doors open at 5.30pm 
for a 6.00pm meeting start

AGM information, Agenda and Nomination Form 
available by emailing Shaulyn van Baaren: 

manager@devonport.co.nz
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Room 9 at Belmont Intermediate School 
is happily engaged in its writing programme 
when the Flagstaff visits. Students in the Year 
7 Enrichment class say the programme has 
helped them think more creatively. 

A big screen gives examples and prompts 
that they try out both on paper and on their lap-
tops, working independently at shared tables. 

Teacher Angela Winslade then sets them off 
on group exercises, with each student adding a 
sentence of a specified type to a story. A picture 
of a squirrel holding a nut, morphs from a 
simple description into an imaginative murder 
yarn. The pace and variety keeps everyone 
entertained.  

Another exercise asks the students to write 
a review of a book they have read. This lets 
them put the case for who they think is at 
fault in a story (by Kiwi author David Hill) 
of a car accident involving a teenage driver 
and friends. Class discussion of the varied 
conclusions follows, with gentle critique of 
how each individual's writing helped express 
a point of view. Use of the “lawyer sentence” 
is introduced to the Flagstaff, and it seems a 
number of the students would easily make the 
grade for persuasive argument.

Winslade says she likes how using the pro-
gramme ensures all classes work through the 
same content. Results are collated and graphs 
show students and teachers how often they use 

different sentences. “The programme provides 
everyone with equal opportunity,” she says. Its 
most recent model has been improved, after 
feedback from teachers, including Winslade.

And the school’s  involvement in the project 
has even had a positive spin-off for her, she says. 
“I found when I was writing reports, I was using 
different sentence types.”

What’s in a 
sentence?

Word up... Karl Letica (top, left) and Theo Wilkins, and Ivy Dustin 
(above) were among Room 9 students using the Write that Essay 
programme 
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ACCOMMODATION

Room offered in Devonport, in 
lieu of rent, assistance required 
for caring, shopping, cleaning 
etc, for a retired gentleman. 
Garden apartment, Central 
Devonport, to let short or long-
term. Private, self-contained, 
separate entrance. One queen-
size bedroom, dressing room, 
sep bath, shower, laundry, 
open-plan living/kitchen/din-
ing. Available mid-September 
onwards. Phone 021 414 090.

SERVICES OFFERED

A1 Handyman  Excellent 
work, budget. No job too big 
or small.  Josh: 021 261 8322.
A1 Home Cleaners weekly/
fortnightly..... Ph Text Joyce 
022 073 1550.
Bookkeeper: Xero certified, 
Devonport based, $40 p/hr, 
Victoria 021 335 576.
Complete home maintenance 
by perfectionist boat builder/
builders. Including rotten win-
dows, doors, weather boards. 
Exterior/interior. Call Duane 
027 488 5478.

SERVICES OFFERED

Concrete Drive Specialists. + 
Garden & Tree Technicians. 
Large/small jobs accepted. 
Waste removal included. Con-
tact the team at 0223250167 or 
Facebook Webber Hills.
Custommade Lampshades. 
New or Revamped. Also kits 
& classes offered. Visit www.
oscuro.co.nz or contact Claire 
02102497428 or oscurolamp-
shades@gmail.com.
Devonport Upholstery. Re-
cover specialist. Antiques and 
contemporary styles. Recy-
cling furniture for 46 years. 
John Hancox Ph 446 0372,  
027 211 0571.
Garden maintenance. Organi-
cally. Professional, experienced 
and wide ranging maintenance 
abilities. From weeding, install-
ing gardens, hedge trimming 
and small tree removal.  Contact 
Leah and team at Earthling 021 
0262 4268, info@earthling.nz
Professional Cleaner looking 
for work. Reliable, honest, best. 
Ph. Angie 021 125 2458.

TUITION

Art for adults - Mastering 
Art Friday morning classes 
@ Devonport Community 
house  and online tutoring   
w w w. l u c y b u c k n a l l . c o m  
tel - 021 144 2791.
Mathematics Tuition. Avail-
able for years 9 to 13 by a retired 
Maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
NCEA Maths Exam specialist. 
100% student pass rate in 2019. 
Please ph Peter on 09 445 1899 
or 021 0817 5037.

WANTED

Vehicles wanted. Top cash 
paid for any VANS, UTES, 
TRUCKS, 4X4, CARS - Dead 
or Alive, damaged, de-reg-
istered mechanical problem, 
no WOF - we buy it. Call  
0800 333 398.
Wanted to buy: Small apart-
ment one bedroom okay close 
to village. Private cash buyer. 
Email johnc6824@gmail.com.

Classifieds

OPEN 
Lunch, Tasting

 & Events 
Every day from 11.30 am 

W W W . S T O N Y R I D G E . C O M
0 9 3 7 2 8 8 2 2

EARLY LEARNING - SENIOR SCHOOL

Growing  
Great Minds
DEVELOPING LANGUAGE, BUILDING RESILIENCE  
AND NURTURING MINDS IN THE EARLY YEARS.

Join Wendy Nelson from the Brainwave Trust to hear what brain research 
tells us about the importance of the early years for creating foundations for  
a lifetime of learning.

WHEN: Thursday 10 September 2020, 6.30-8.30pm

SUITABLE FOR: Parents of children 6 months to 6 years

TICKETS: $10 FROM ITICKET.CO.NZ 
Seats are strictly limited so get in quick! 

VENUE: The Dove Theatre,  
Kristin School, 360 Albany Highway

PARENT SEMINAR:

KRI 1126 Little Doves Masterclass_120x112mm_Press.indd   1 28/07/20   10:45 AM
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shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  
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Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.
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We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  
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The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Shore Jobs  
is the new site  
for all your job needs on  
the North Shore.
We might be new, but all the 
jobs that are currently available 
are here. We have employers 
from North Head to North 
Albany and everywhere  
in between. Looking for  
a new opportunity? 
Need to advertise a position? 
Look no further – ShoreJobs  
for all your job needs. 

Support your paper 
for the price of 
a cup of coffee.

 
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz  

and click on  
‘Become a supporter’  
at the top of the page.
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Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804

A neighbourhood library stand set up last 
week by Hauraki’s McDonald family, in 
response to the Covid-19 level-3 lockdown, 
has proved popular with locals.

With libraries and bookstores closed dur-
ing Auckland’s second lockdown, the family 
saw a need.

Eldest daughter Madeleine McDonald 
(12) loves reading and has built up a large 
collection of novels purchased from various 
op shops.

Madeleine and her mother, Kate O’Leary, 
decided it was time to share the books.

Madeleine’s father Phil McDonald spent 
the last few months building a library stand 

for the front of their property on Hauraki 
Rd. The stand was painted and decorated by 
Madeleine and her younger sister Lilah (10).

“Last lockdown we were disappointed all 
of the libraries closed and we were worried 
we wouldn’t have enough books to read,” 
says O’Leary. 

However, the new library stand has 
sparked a great response from the commu-
nity, with people taking books and putting 
them in as well, she says.

On the wall and pavement in front of 
their home, they have also written positive 
messages with chalk, including riddles and 
quotes.

Spreading the word… Lilah, 10 (left) and Madeleine McDonald, 12

Little Library a big hit

This month we 
profile a long-
standing member 
of the club Paddy 
Stafford-Bush.
What year did 
you join Rotary?
2002
What positions 
have you held in the club?
President, various directorships, 
Rotary Foundation rep.
Why did you join Rotary?
I had been working within the 
community in governance roles and 
rubbed shoulders with Rotary projects 
and liked what they did. I was looking 
for something to fill the void after 
stepping down from local government.
What has been your biggest 
achievement in Rotary?
Involvement in the Rotary Youth 
Exchange students led to getting 
the club involved in hands-on village 
projects in the Pacific Islands. This 
mostly involved rebuilding remote 
schools, preschools, and water 
systems. Being in a village meant 
total immersion and understanding 
of another culture. Devonport Rotary 
undertook eight of these. What an 
enrichment to one’s life!
What else do you outside of 
Rotary?
Today I’m involved in governance and 
philanthropic roles. But I love adventure 
cycling, skiing, the Rose Singers, 
Kai4Communities and, of course, the 
extended family and friends.
What would you say to someone 
looking to help the community?
Joining Rotary or another service club 
is the best introduction to see how a 
community works and finding “new 
best friends.”

info@devonportrotary.co.nz  
or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz  

if you would like more info.

If you‘d like to know more, contact us at

This month’s column was sponsored by 

BUILDING PATHWAYS  
TO A BETTER FUTURE



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 30 August 28, 2020

Kristen  DPS 

IB PASS RATE.

O P P O R T U N I T I E S !

like

SMALL CLASS SIZES

ACRE LEAFY CAMPUS

THE BRIGHTEST  MOST MOTIVATED 

AND INSPIRATIONAL  TEACHERS

80% NCEA MERIT OR 

EXCELLENCE ENDORSED 

CERTIFICATES

LOCATION
LOCATION
LOCATION

2 0  B U S  R O U T E S  A U C K L A N D - W I D E .
LOCATED IN THE HEART OF ALBANY .

The perfect environment for your  
teenager to grow at Kristin School.

MOTiVATED
peers

T E A C H I N G
S T R A T E G I E S

THAT CATER FOR ALL

Co-ed
structure  
TO SUPPORT  

STUDENT LEARNING  

AND PROGRESS

real life

Apply now to study  
at Kristin.

Visit kristin.school.nz  
or call our 

Admissions Manager on 
09 415 9566 ext 2324.
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Seawalls and paths at Narrow Neck beach 
will be renewed and the wharf by the Devonport 
Yacht Club on King Edward Pde restored.

Prioritising these coastal renewal works in 
the current budget year was signed off by the 
Devonport-Takapunaboard, subject to final 
council funding, as the money comes from the 
council governing body, rather than being al-
located to the board.   

The state of the boat ramp on Queen’s Pde 
is also set to be the subject of an investigation.

The $1.36 million Bean Rock 
playground that opened this year in 
Windsor Reserve has $33,525 set 
aside for next year to be spent on 
maintenance.

Devonport’s band rotunda is in for a face-
lift. The renewal project, including lighting, 
seating and walkways, will begin in the 
2020-21 financial year.

A budget of $200,000 for the work was 
approved this month by the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board. Design work has 
already been done, at a cost of $134,000.

The rotunda is behind the library in Wind-
sor Reserve. A fun fact about it is that the 
decorative metal musical notes on its exterior 
represent bars of God Save the Queen, but 
are wrongly sequenced.

The children’s playground at Lake Town 
Green in Hauraki will get a much-requested 
toilet. The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
has set aside $235,000 for a  “permaloo” to be 
built in the coming year.

Since it opened, users of the popular pocket 
playground on the corner of Jutland Rd and 
Walter St have been holding out for facilities.

Other approvals for parks work under the 
2020-21 budget (with design work subject to 
board approval) include:
• Devonport Domain on Cambridge Tce 

and Melrose Reserve on Shoal Bay Rd, 
$319,980, for playground space renewal, 
including likely installation of sunshades.

• Lansdowne Reserve, Bayswater, $20,000, 
to plan park play-spaces upgrade, with work 
estimated at about $130,000 to follow the 
next year.

• Montgomery Reserve, Belmont, $70,000, 
to design park play spaces, with building 
estimated to cost $200,000 to follow over 
next two years.

• Ngataringa Park, $43,705, to improve skate 
park drainage.   

• Oliver (Kawerau) Reserve, $38,260, for a 
concept design of renewed play space, with 
building estimated to cost about $135,000 
the following year.  

• Woodall Park, Narrow Neck, $20,000, to 
implement a BMX concept plan.

• Blair Park, Stanley Bay, $20,000, for design 
work to renew paths and retaining walls, with 
the work itself to take place in two to three 
years.

• Jutland Rd Reserve walkway, $20,000, to 
plan for walkway renewal, with work costing 
around $85,000 to commence the next year.

• Northboro Reserve, $15,000, for pathway 
renewal.

Money has been tagged for the following 
year (2021-22) to:
• Renew walkways and lamp posts at Stanley 

Bay Park.    
• Renew the car park and access at Achilles 

Reserve, Devonport.

The heritage Claystore building 
in Devonport is in l ine for a 
comprehensive renewal. Work will 
be done over three years, with the 
completed project estimated to cost 
nearly $640,000.

In its 2020-21 community facilities 
buildings programme, the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board has set aside 
$250,000 to get started, with further 
funding signalled over the following 
two years.

An assessment and plans have 
already been drawn up.

The industrial building at 27 Lake 
Rd, is leased by the Devonport 
Community Workshop Trust. It is 
equipped with tools and used six 
mornings a week for DIY metal and 
wood workshops.

The Claystore was once part of 
Auckland Brick & Gasworks. The 
city-based gas company took on 
the separate works at Devonport in 
1883, at which the Devonport Fire 
Brick Works was also located. In 
1900, it was enlarged with new kilns 
and drying sheds.

The gasworks closed in the 1960s 
and the then Devonport Borough 
Council bought the site in 1984. It 
has been used for workshops since 
and has heritage status.    

Claystore building 
to be restored

Funding wave 
for waterfront

Dunny a done deal 
on parks work roster 

Bean Rock 
spend continues

Rotunda due 
for a tune-up

• New hours from 8am to 8pm 
•  New Covid safety kits for $19.99 (includes masks, gloves and sanitiser)
•  Other Covid support - Reusable and disposable masks,  

santizers, buccaline, flu vaccine, immune support 
• MMR catch up vaccines available now
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

Clear View 
Web Design

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

•  Excellent  
customer service

•  In business  
for 12+ years

•  Local provider

•  Cutting-edge  
website design

• App and software development
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
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Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd DESIGN AND BUILD NZ

Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
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1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Concrete Work

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 34 August 28, 2020

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

• RENOVATIONS
• NEW HOMES
• DESIGN & BUILD

3 MASTERBUILD 10 YEAR GUARANTEE

021 541 392
hamid@yourbuilder.co.nz

www.yourbuilder.co.nzCELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Professional Services

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Two fit people and a car every 
Wednesday to deliver the Devonport 

Flagstaff and our sister publication 
The Rangitoto Observer, to shops, 

cafes and stands.  Should take a  
couple of hours, good rate paid.   
May suit students after school. 

CONTACT  
peter@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS AUG 28, 2020

Ghost the Musical dress rehearsal

Level 3 Musical Theatre 2020 presents Ghost the 
Musical: School Edition. A cast of 21, starring Michael 
Self as Sam, Maddy Byrne as Molly, Aidan Allen as 
Karl, Kazim Khan as Oda Mae and the class of 2020 - 
with a live band, dynamic lighting, sound, props and 
costumes, all bringing to life a story that is sweet, 

emotional, touching and exciting – would have taken 
to the stage on Friday 14th August. 

These photos were taken from a dress rehearsal just 
prior to the announcement of Level 3 lockdown, and 
the show has been postponed to an unannounced 
later date. 

These four walls are now an extension of my being, 
My whole empire, a world not worth fleeing,

I command this landscape of empty teacups and 
unfledged ideas,

Collecting broken shards, a product of my despairs,

But sometimes my kingdom is glittering and full of 
delight, 
Colours, flowers and cascading light,

Yet, as fluctuating as this world can be,  
It’s also perpetually the same,

Nothing entering or leaving, 
Entirely contained

Lockdown learning 
restarts at 

Takapuna Grammar
With the recent announcement of Level 3 

in Auckland, Takapuna Grammar has gone back 
into online learning, with students receiving 
materials through Google Classroom and 
connecting with their teachers over Google 
Meet. Even though many senior students are 
concerned about the upcoming exams and 
internals, the teachers have been doing their 
very best to ensure a high quality of learning 
and lots of preparation for the students. 

Each student is encouraged to spend the 
day as if they are actually at school, attending 
classes and doing work on the same timetable 
as usual. Questions or concerns can be directed 
towards subject teachers, deans, Whanau class 
teachers or senior leaders. 

Unfortunately, necessity has dictated that 
several events planned for the remainder 
of the school year have been cancelled, due 
to there now being insufficient time to plan 
and prepare. These include the junior parent-
teacher evening, Shave for a Cure, Culture 
Evening and the Junior Social. Additionally, 
the grand re-opening of the Main Block will 
be rescheduled to an as-of-yet unannounced 
date, the school has ‘pressed pause’ on the 
School Ball – which will be re-evaluated at a 
later date – and the TGS Enrolment Evening 
has been rescheduled to 1 September, 
depending on the alert level.  Although this 
has been a disappointing time for many, the 
resilience of the students shown during the 
year has been astounding. With the continued 
support of parents and teachers, we look 
forward to seeing what our community can 
achieve in the remainder of the year. 

BY AISLIN WELLS 

These four walls 
A poem by Sofia Drew, Year 10

PHOTOS: FINN MCGREGOR
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DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

•  The cost of repairing Devonport’s ageing 
sewerage system has doubled from $12 mil-
lion to $24 million. Extensive investigations 
reveal the condition of the pipes was worse 
than expected. 

•  Four Devonport artists – Ellie Drummond, 
Lauren Williamson, Nicola Thompson and 
Allan Gough – made the finals of the Ernest 
Adams Edible Arts competition. Gough wins 
first prize for edible Maori kite pastry bags.

•  Jackson’s Muzeum on Victoria Rd is set to 
reopen minus anti-North Shore City Council 
literature on its exterior, and with new exhibits 
and a restaurant on the ground floor. 

 Taihape couple Peirs and Jacqui Hunt will 
take over the lease of the building and the 
venison restaurant/delicatessen. 

•  Tight publishing deadlines mean writer Gra-
ham Lay is working on two works at the same 
time. Lay finds himself writing The Wave 
Rider one morning and Temptation Island the 
following. Lay (56) says writing two novels 
at the same time is “taxing”. 

•   Fire Chief Ron Henderson is given a slap over 
the knuckles for publicly criticising Devon-
port fire station appliances as inadequate. He 
escaped formal disciplinary action as he made 
the comments at a Devonport Community 
Board public meeting and not directly to 
the media.

•  Maude Books recalls the history of an old red 
Post Office telephone box, which acts a focal 
point on the lawn of her St Aubyn St home.

•   A ground-breaking suicide-awareness project 
is hosted by the Depot Artspace. It includes 
moving works by Don Lints and a tribute to 
TGS student Oliver Danzey, both of whom 
took their own lives. 

•  The Devonport Residents and Ratepayers 
Association folds due to lack of interest. Its 
remaining $586 is donated to North Shore 
Hospice. The association was first formed in 
the early 1960s, but had not held meetings 
since 1986.

•  Devonport identity Marcus Coverdale 
celebrates his 79th birthday by giving the 
Devonport Community Board a “rev up” 

about scurrilous spending.
.•  Doctors Patrick Kelly and Fred Seymour are 

the Flagstaff interview subjects. 

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

20 years ago from the Flagstaff files 

Flagstaff interview subjects… 
Doctors Patrick Kelly (left)  and Fred Seymour

Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Call or email for a free,  
no-obligation consultation.

Yes! 
We do retro-fitted

double glazing.

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!
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Live theatre is still ‘alive’ at The Vic, but 
a third play-reading series planned for Sep-
tember has now rescheduled for November.

Theatre arts have been severely affected 
by Covid-19, with many productions around 
the city cancelled or postponed until next 
year.

The Victoria Theatre Trust (VTT) believes 
it is even more important to keep theatre go-
ing during this time, and has pressed ahead 
with the third year of its play-reading series.

“It’s crucial to get plays out in front of 
people to show that theatre is relevant and 
entertaining,” says VTT co-chair Margot 
McRae. “Play readings are a great way of 
keeping theatre going because they’re easy 
to stage and ticket costs can be kept low.”

The Vic is continuing to showcase New 
Zealand plays. This year, it launches the 
play readings with a brand-new comedy 
from experienced theatre and film writer, 
Kathryn Burnett.

The Campervan is a light-hearted satire 
about a rich-lister who wants to become a 
philanthropist, give his money away and live 

in a campervan.
“Sir Roger Hall and I chose the plays and 

we couldn’t put this one down,” said McRae.
Local theatre stalwart Geoff Allen follows 

with an engaging comic drama set in 1863, 
at the start of the Waikato Wars. Cornish 
settlers are trying to save their prized baby-
grand piano, but are thrown into confusion 
by a mysterious Maori woman.

The last play is a classic drama by one 
of the country’s foremost playwrights Ken 
Duncum. It is the story of two gay couples 
and the children they share.

It won the Chapman Tripp award for best 
play in 2003. Wellington’s Dominion Post 
called it “extraordinary and exciting”.

“We’ve got a really varied group of plays 
this year, with a nice mix of comedy, drama 
and new and classic,” says McRae. “Audi-
ences have enjoyed these readings over the 
last two years and they’ll find this year’s 
series equally stimulating and entertaining.”

The timings of the readings will be an-
nounced later. Tickets are $15. Bookings at 
www.thevic.co.nz

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

Shows postponed at The Vic

WWW.PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

Visit our website for the latest info 
on upcoming shows and events

Third time lucky for 
play at Rose Centre?

Company Theatre’s season of 
Peninsula has been put back for the 
second time due to the level-3 Covid-19 
lockdown. 

Due to be held at the Rose Centre 
during the first lockdown, it was 
postponed. Now it has been delayed 
again due to the second lockdown. 

New performance dates are being 
worked out. 

The Kevin Ireland and Peter Bland 
Devonport Library Associates event 
planned for Tuesday 25 August was 
cancelled, because of Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions. It is likely to be 
rescheduled at a later date. 

Bland and Ireland  
on hold
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Martin law 
exhibition 

Artist Martin Law has been drawn back to 
Devonport to show new work of what is “all 
in our backyard”. 

That description, shared with him during a 
chance conversation he had with a woman while 
he was taking in the views from Takarunga, 
resonated with his own feelings that this is an 
area of visual riches.

“I thought, that’s what I’m painting,” Law 
told the Flagstaff later that same day. 

It is just over a month  before his second show 
is due to open at the Depot Artspace. Devonport 
Architecture of Land and Sea reflects his love 
of how built and natural environments come 
together, gaining a patina of permanence.

“When buildings flake, mould, et cetera, they 
take on colours of the landscape… This is what 
I find particularly fascinating.”

Eighteen months ago at the Depot, Law 
exhibited paintings of the baches of Rangitoto 
and Motutapu alongside some scenes of Devon-
port. The response was such that he was invited 
back, and this time he decided to hone in just on 
Devonport – its views and architecture. 

Over recent months, he has become familiar 

with the rhythms of the harbour – the craft that 
routinely ply it, including cargo vessels and 
America’s Cup yachts – and how the sea and 
suburb connect. 

The exhibition of around 20 works will 
include some large panoramic views of Devon-
port – including from the ferry – alongside 
smaller street scenes.

Both his previous show and the upcoming 
one are part of a long-time undertaking the 
Englishman has embarked on in his adopted 
country of 12 years. The Painter of Paradise 
project will become a massive collection of 
paintings of New Zealand architecture, fitting 
for a man who has worked as an architectural-
perspective artist for decades.

Law’s artist’s notebook and a pencil are 
always with him, ready to record what he sees. 
The evolution of his ideas can easily be tracked, 
he says. “This is one of the most powerful de-
sign tools – drawing.”  It is also one of the oldest, 
offering something that computer-generated 
imagery cannot.

His process is to start by sketching small 
vignettes, similar in size to those on a 35mm 

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Lynda Betts & 
Jo McMenamin

Experience plus the  
power of two 
to maximise 

your property
Top 10% of 

Bayleys Agents 
2019/20

Ph 021 278 3024 / 09 487 0711
E: lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Devonport Library

Tena koutou katoa,
Hello All,

Well, what a time it is! As a colleague said, 
“Just when we thought it was safe to go 
outside…” 

Unsure if this column meets you still at Level 
3 or in Level 1, we just want to say a cheery 
hello from everyone at Devonport Library 
and hope you are all safe and well. 

Whether at home or in the library, we are still 
busy working on in the background for our 
programmes and events and our children’s 
and teens term and holiday programme.  We 
are working on a coordinated programme 
with Takapuna Library for the holidays, 
which we hope will give you flexibility with 
your holiday planning and a wider variety of 
activities to choose from.

In the meantime, please be reassured 
that you still have access to our extensive 
eCollections and online resources. These 
are available free with your existing libraries 
membership.

If anyone in your bubble doesn’t have a 
library membership, it’s really easy to join 
and start using our vast online resources 
straight away, with e-books, e-audiobooks, 
video streaming, e-magazines and 
newspapers to choose from. It allows you 
to connect while you are disconnected and 
creates a very mobile experience.

If you do have any questions, remember, 
you can always send them through to our 
Facebook page. 

www.facebook.com/devonportlibrarynz/
Ngā mihi,
Devonport Library.

Vistas of Devonport
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film contact sheet. He works quickly, fashion-
ing different versions of a scene. “For concept 
design that’s an absolute advantage. “It’s there 
forever.”

Another plus is he can fine-tune his work 
anywhere, even in a café or on a train, although 
his painting in acrylics is done mostly in a home 
studio in Mt Eden.

The show will feature one non-Devonport 
scene, a vast interior canvas of the St James 
Theatre on Queen St. He and his trusty notepad 
were allowed into the closed-down city build-
ing for a day’s sketching and colour sampling 
and from there he realised his vision writ large.

This is similar to the skills he brought to bear 
in his former life based in London. A graduate of 
Central St Martins art school, he became one of 
just a few architectural specialists. Commissions 
in the Middle East followed, where he detailed 
ornate interiors.

Law sees no real difference between his craft 
and his art. He mixes commercial work with 
preparing several exhibitions a year.

“Whether that image sold the building to a 
client, a customer or the public, I still have to 
come up with an appealing image,” is how he 
sees it. “But putting it on the wall of the gallery 
means I get to choose what I put up.”

Often the smaller works are on hardboard, 
with Law drawn to native timber. A maker at 
heart, his original degree was in industrial and 
furniture design. “Hand-work was out of fash-
ion, but people are coming back to it a bit now, 
even at architecture school.”

His love of buildings ranges from the classical 
to simpler structures. New Zealand’s relative 
lack of architectural age is no bar to his inter-
est. Buildings still weather in interesting ways, 
within striking landscapes, he says.

As well as Devonport’s villas and the Victoria 
Theatre, buildings to have caught his eye locally 
include David Martin Motors in Wyndham St 
– before its slick new paint job. He sees much 
still to paint and will show again at the Heritage 

Festival later in the year.
Law has been working on the Painter of 

Paradise collection for four years. “This is my 
life’s work. I believe I’m about halfway through 
[my career],” says the 53-year-old.

• Devonport Architecture of Land and Sea, 
5-23 September, Depot Artspace, Covid-19 alert 
levels permitting. 

paint an architectural perspective

Village view...  
Artist Martin Law (above) is 
holding a second exhibition at 
the Depot Artspace, including 
paintings such as the vista 
observed from Maungauika 
(above left)

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Tenet (M) 150min  NEW
The Prado Museum: A Collection Of Wonders (E) 90min  NEW
Never Rarely Sometimes Always (M) 101min  NEW
Two Of Us (M) 95min  NEW
Lowdown Dirty Criminals (R13) 86min  NEW
Irresistible (M) 102min  NEW
Romantic Road (PG) 81min  NEW

COMING SOON 
Bill and Ted Face The Music (PG) 92min  3 SEP
The Third Man (1949) (G) 104min  6 SEP
Savage (R16) 100min  10 SEP
Babyteeth (M) 118min  10 SEP
Star Wars Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back (1988) (PG) 127min

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

AVAILABLE HERE NOW

VENUE HIRE
FREE vENUE HIRE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies
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VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT TRISH OR PETER
SET DATE OF SALE | 10 SEPT 2020 AT 4 PM 
UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/10089

Few homes make such an impression as this grand 
and graceful 1910 villa. With 530sqm of floor space: 7 
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 4 car garaging including a 1 
bedroom apartment. Moments from the beaches, cafes 
and village life of both Birkenhead and Northcote Points, 
featuring harbour and city views, privacy and space.

NORTHCOTE | 49 SEAVIEW AVENUE | Grand Haven Above Little Shoal Bay 

TRISH LOVE 021 22 66 099 | 558 4518
PETER FITZGIBBON 027 278 9336 | 558 4517

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT KIM
PRICE | $1.995M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60591

Time to go, priced to sell! This truly special five bedroom 
residence rests proudly on a north facing 835sqm 
site and boasts excellent dimensions for the family to 
grow, work and play. Light, airy and spacious semi 
open plan living, dining and a well-designed kitchen 
result in a simple and tranquil atmosphere, with views 
across Ngataringa Bay and beyond. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to enjoy the privilege of owning this home. 

STANLEY BAY | 42 WATERVIEW ROAD | First Time On The Market In 50 Years

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT PETER
PRICE | $2.495M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60592

This much cherished residence is finally available after 
33 years of happy times. Starting life in the 40’s as a 
cute cottage, extended in the late 80’s. Still going strong, 
clearly in need of TLC and some fresh ideas to unlock its 
undeniable potential, this property definitely presents an 
opportunity for the discerning buyer. It is well positioned 
to take in the most spectacular panoramic views one 
can acquire.

BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Capitalise on Amazing Clifftop View and Position 

PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188 | 445 3414

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT KIM
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60588

Rarely does a generous two bedroom, two bathroom 
property of this nature come to the market positioned 
for sun enjoying a quiet, serene environment. Boasting 
attention to detail and beautifully considered for easy 
modern day living, 15A Ascot presents a special 
opportunity for downsizers, first home buyers and 
investors. Seriously motivated vendor invites all offers. 

DEVONPORT | 15A ASCOT AVENUE | A Contemporary Concrete Sanctuary 

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414


