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Raising a racquet for Bastille Day

Pardon their French... Ngataringa Tennis Club celebrated Bastille Day and its own French links, 
with an event last week. Story and pictures, page 23.

Auckland Transport (AT) is involved in 
commercial negotiations over the develop-
ment of electric ferries.

However it is keeping tight-lipped over 
what type of discussionss are taking place 

or what stage they are at. 
In January, under the Official Information 

Act, the Flagstaff sought any reports, emails 
or letters AT officials had created on investiga-
tions into electric ferries on Auckland Harbour. 

AT called a couple of times saying it was 
gathering emails and documents, and that a 
response would come soon.

Then last week, AT decided not to release 

Push for electric ferries begins 

July 31, 2020
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The old Devonport Borough Council 
building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant 
on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 753 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd: 
empty for 
753 days

09 445 9800

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com
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Community buildings and some public 
land across the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board area will be sold off by the cash-
strapped Auckland Council. 

They include: 2 Forrest Hill Rd, a 650sqm 
section of vacant land; 130 sqm of a 
recreation reserve at 24R Linwood Ave, 
Forrest Hill; 4 Bloomfield Spa, Takapuna 
(496sqm of vacant land, which was a former 
service lane but is now open space); 2 The 
Strand Takapuna (a category B heritage 
building on 486 sqm); and the former 
Devonport Borough Council building 
at 3 Victoria Rd – a category-A heritage 
building on 468 sqm of land, described as an 

Old Devonport Borough Council 
offices for sale

earthquake-prone building, which has been 
vacant for two years. 

Council’s Finance and Performance 
Committee this month voted to include the 
properties for “asset recycling.”

Final terms and conditions for the sale will 
be subject to council approval.

North Shore Councillors Chris Darby 
and Richard Hills voted against selling off 
3 Victoria Rd.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
resolved in a split vote at its last meeting 
to approve any sales seen as necessary by 
the council. 

Board members Aidan Bennett, George 
Wood and Toni van Tonder voted to support 
the sales process. 

Ruth Jackson, Trish Deans and Jan 
O’Connor were vehemently opposed. 

Chair Aidan Bennett used his casting vote 
to get the approval through. 

Questions on the exact sale process, 
how the properties will be valued and if 
the community will be allowed to put in 
expressions of interest first before they go 
on the open market were put to Auckland 
Council last week. It had not responded by  
deadline.  

See the Flagstaff Notes, page 12.
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Age and rodents no barrier for 80-year-old rollerblader 

To celebrate her 80th birthday, Joy Mace 
is getting new rollerblades. 

“I have always enjoyed rollerblading. It 
kept me fit,” the Devonport resident says. 

She is replacing her 20-year-old roller-
blades, on which she used to commute from 
Devonport to Greenlane Hospital when she 
worked as a nurse.

Although Mace is a little out of practice 
and will be sure to don protective gear, she 
believes ageing shouldn’t be the reason you 
stop doing what you enjoy. 

Mace and her husband Howard run Admi-
ral’s Landing bed and breakfast on Anne St. 

Howard, who is the president of the 
Devonport RSA, has recently undergone 
chemotherapy and has been battling cancer.

Along with her return to rollerblading, 
Mace stays active as a dedicated rat-trapping 

volunteer.
She says volunteering for community 

groups involves meeting like-minded people 
and often some exercise.

“This is especially important if an older 
person loses a spouse or significant person 
in their life. It is important in relation to 
both general and mental health,” she says. 

Injuries from falls can be avoided with 
exercise to improve strength, she says. 

Mace says the traps used for rat-trapping 
on the Devonport peninsula are designed 
to kill rodents instantly by breaking their 
necks.

“It would certainly meet Jacinda [Ard-
ern]’s direction to ‘be kind’,” she says. 
“Kindness is, unfortunately, not a feature 
of the way predator species injure and often 
kill native birds and lizards.” 

Ready to roll... Joy Mace is looking forward to resuming rollerblading, 
an activity she took up in her 50s

Your LOCAL Olive Oil
Buy from the grower
Two Acre Plot is certified
extra virgin olive oil from  
a local Devonport family.

We offer free delivery 
in the Devonport area

mangawhaiolives.co.nz
     twoacreplot

Pedestrian seriously 
injured on road

Pol ice  invest igat ions in to  a 
pedestrian-car collision on Vauxhall Rd 
last Friday evening are continuing. 

The male pedestrian was taken 
to North Shore Hospital and was 
discharged on Monday.

The accident happened between 
Moata Pl and Bath St at around 6.30pm.

Initial reports were that the pedistrian 
was seriously injured. The Serious 
Crash Unit was at the scene.

Locals take on national magazine
Devonport locals Konstantin Richter and 

Verena Friederike Hasel are the new owners of 
North & South magazine. 

The journalists purchased the magazine from 
Bauer Media after it shut all its New Zealand 
titles as the country went into lockdown. 

The couple’s ownership of North & South 

continues a long Devonport association with 
the magazine. 

It was founded by local journalists Warwick 
Roger and Robyn Langwell, who was editor for 
more than 20 years. 

 Richter and Hasel will be interviewed on 
RNZ’s Mediawatch  programme on Sunday.
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Last orders called for treats at landmark cafe

Moving on… Kim Evans with Little & Friday’s famous doughnuts

She took on the middle store and chose her 
cafe’s name to reflect its small size and that it 
opened initially only on Fridays. 

By four or five years ago, she had occupied 
all five stores in the strip. Real estate agents now 
use the cafe as a selling point when marketing 
homes nearby.

Before Little & Friday, Evans ran Ice It in 
Church St for six years, in the building that is 
now Five Loaves cafe. 

Then a Titirangi resident, she came upon 
the “for lease” sign by accident when taking 
a wrong turn on a visit to Cheltenham Beach.

After a time in Christchurch, she returned 
north and briefly ran her business from premises 
on King Edward Pde. In the early days, she also 
sold her baking at Takapuna Market. 

The move to Belmont sparked expansion 
and recognition. 

Looking back, Evans thinks at times she 
tried to do too much. She pulled back on an 
experiment of selling evening meals and admits 
to looking at selling the business last year. 
She says she is now excited to reconfigure the 
“experience” at Newmarket. 

 She’s hoping loyal customers might cross 
the bridge from time to time to pick up a sweet 
or savoury treat.  

“It’s been wonderful here, it’s been so fantas-
tic – who would have thought when I opened 
that little shop it would have grown to this.”

• Building owner Joe Martin says that since 
Evans tried to sell the business 18 months ago,  
it operated under a variety of short-term leases, 
the latest of which ended on 1 August.

“I would have been quite happy for her to 
carry on beyond that, but she only wanted to 
lease 40 per cent of the block, which didn’t 
work for us.”

As Little & Friday has grown over the years, 
the five units were converted into essentially 
one building. Martin says there are no plans 
to develop the building. He will be advertising 
for a tenant.

The call for last doughnuts is coming round 
fast at Little & Friday’s original Belmont cafe. 

After 14 years trading in Eversleigh Rd, 
this Sunday (2 August) will be the last day of 
operation for the popular local landmark, which 
draws fans from across the city.

Owner Kim Evans, who was surprised when 
terms of a new lease at Eversleigh Rd could not 
be agreed,  says: “It’s quite overwhelming.” 

Not only is she shutting up shop, but moving 
from her home behind the cafe. “It’s the end of 
an era,” she says.

“People come in here every day, they’re like 
family. One little boy has been here every day 
of his life – he’s 10 now.”

Evans, who has a second family home 
on Waiheke, is staying positive, planning to 
squeeze a kitchen into her Newmarket cafe so 
she can carry on cooking from that site. 

After 20 years on the peninsula, she is sad 
that, for now anyway, she won’t be catering 
to loyal cafe customers here. But she says 
everything has happened too quickly to find 
suitable local premises from which to run both 
a commercial kitchen and cafe. 

“It’s not enough time for me to find some-
where else locally, so I’m closing down.

“As hard as it is, I believe it’s time. I feel 
like the lockdown has done that for a lot of 
people,” she told the Devonport Flagstaff dur-
ing packing.

 Evans says her love of cooking is un-
dimmed, but she will be focusing more on 
bakery items to go or from the counter, with 
fewer tables and no menu. 

Of the 12 full-time staff at Belmont, some 
will transfer to Newmarket, but five will lose 
their jobs.

Evans says post-lockdown trading had been 
exceeding expectations. Both the Belmont and 
Newmarket cafes were busy, with only her 
third store on High St, Auckland, quieter, due 
to fewer people in the CBD. 

With three successful cookbooks under her 
belt, and regular placements on top cafe lists, 
Little & Friday has kept Evans busy. 

The need for a small commercial kitchen, 
rather than baking from home, is what led to her 
first move into the then tired and mostly empty 
block of old Eversleigh Rd shops. 
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Local musican releases his first track in te reo

Taking aim... Apera Woodfine plans to back up his latest single with a 
full te reo Maori album 

When Bayswater musician Apera Wood-
fine was performing at a wedding in Spain 
earlier this year, everyone put down their 
drinks, stopped the small talk and just 
started dancing.

It was in that moment with a crowd full 
of energy that Woodfine said to himself, 
“This is what I love doing.” 

Back home in Devonport, he has just 
released his first te reo Maori track, E Hikoi. 

It’s one of his proudest moments. “It’s 
really important to me to produce nice and 
consumable music in te reo Maori. I felt 
like I was offering something helpful for 
people who want to speak Maori and learn 
more,” he said. 

Of the songs he has written, E Hikoi is his 
favourite. He had the beat for it first, then 
wrote the melody.

The song has lyrics about spiritual awak-
ening, the evolution of the planet and human 
consciousness. 

Woodfine, 27, is taking a university paper 
on te reo Maori to refresh his fluency.

His musical style has gone from that 
of a singer-songwriter with guitar as his 
main instrument to more alternative tunes 
experimenting with electronic beats. Wood-
fine goes by his first name, Apera, in his 
music career.

In May, he released a single, Gratitude. 
Last year, he put out an album, Cuts Like a 
Knife and three singles.

An earlier album, Lift You Up, was re-
leased in 2017, and an EP The Operator 
in 2015.

E Hikoi is available on all major stream-
ing platforms including Spotify and iTunes. 

Woodfine has been strumming guitar 
tunes and writing songs since he was first 
given a guitar at age 10.

He moved to Devonport from the UK 
when he was just two years old, when his 

dad, James Woodfine, joined the New 
Zealand Navy.

Apera attended Bayswater School and 
Takapuna Grammar School.

When he was young, he listened to bands 
such as Radiohead and Coldplay, but later 
found inspiration from Australian singer 
Matt Corby as well as Jeff Buckley and 
Hozier.

Woodfine worked in hospitality after 
school and spent a few years at Manuka in 
Devonport, before travelling to Berlin and 

London to perform with a band.
In recent years, he has taught guitar to 

people around Devonport, which he still 
enjoys. 

Woodfine doesn’t know where his music 
might take him, but he wants to be able to 
work consistently in music production, live 
shows or teaching. 

He performed in a Tiny Triumphs Win-
ter Jams mini concert last weekend and is 
set to release a full te reo Maori album in 
November.

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

What’s happening?
We are seeing, lots of interest in borrowing, with many 

buyers thinking low interest rates and tough times may see 
them snare a bargain buy. But alas, the servicing criteria 
are still high and a shortage of housing stock for sale is 
negating many bargains. Maybe wait for next year for 
those!

Banks are very nervous about the outlook and are storing 
cash. They are not overly interested in new commercial-
property lending right now as that sector faces most 
uncertainty. The Covid problems in Australia will also be 
felt here, with a more conservative approach from banks 
who require all deals to be squeaky clean within policy.  

Low interest rates will stay until at least March 2021, 
and likely beyond, as the world faces deflationary times. 
(Other than asset prices that is!)

Contact us if you need any financing advice. 
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13
99

Call Mark or Janet for more  
details or to book a private viewing  
of our showhome. 

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport,  
445 0909

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Images are indicative

With our serviced apartments  
opening in October we have released 
the final stage – these sunny serviced 
apartments are on the top floor  
(level 5) of the village centre, 
with some particularly spacious, 
and offering outstanding views of 
Rangitoto, Auckland city skyline  
and Mt Victoria.

Priced from just $580,000 you 
can relax in your brand new home, 
knowing companionship and care  
are close at hand.

 Top floor serviced apartments  
with outstanding views

 Close proximity to the village cafe, 
movie theatre, billiards room and more

 Customise your assisted living 
services for a fixed weekly fee*

Cream of the crop
TOP FLOOR SERVICED APARTMENTS

*Some conditions apply
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A LTO G E T H E R  B E T T E R Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

FOR MARKETING 
THAT SELLS 
ALL OVER DEVONPORT

Linda Simmons 
027 459 0957  |  linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz 
www.lindasimmons.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

TOP 5% 

OF BAYLEYS SALES
PEOPLE 2019/2020
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Strong showing at BIS cross-country  

A school record was smashed at the 
Belmont Intermediate (BIS) cross-country 
event last week.

Around 650  BIS  students took part, with 
Asha Edwards (winner of the Year 7 Girls 
race) breaking the school record –  finishing 
the course in 12mins 39 secs. 

Results: Year 7 Girls: 1st Asha Edwards, 
2nd Nova Powles, 3rd Jessica Donnelly.  
Year 7 Boys: 1st Harry Shannon, 2nd Alex 
Clayton, 3rd Harry Brown. Year 8 Girls: 
1st Piper Lodge, 2nd Brodie Webb, 3rd Isla 
Cutts. Year 8 Boys: 1st Dominic Cook, 2nd 
Riley Scott, 3rd Darcy Taylor.

Photo finish… Leila Ison (left)  and Tia White go head-to-head down the home straight

The top ten runners in each divisions 
have qualified for the North Harbour 
Cross-Country Zone Day on 4 August, 
where students will compete against 
other intermediate schools in the Harbour 
region. 

Cuvier House won overall.

Class action… Left: Harry Shannon, winner of the Year 7 Boys race; 
Middle: Toby Mansell (left) and Iani Paulet
Right: Year 7 Girls first-place getter, Asha Edwards
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A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R Residential  / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

OUR INDIVIDUAL STRENGTHS 
COMBINED CREATES A TEAM 
THAT WORKS.

Patricia Hinchey
027 222 3367
patricia.hinchey@bayleys.co.nz

Michael Su
021 431 988
michael.su@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Takapuna, 27 Clifton Road Devonport, 8 Lytton Street

SOLD SOLD
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Trish Deans has scaled new heights in her 
role as a Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member: she clambered up the Bean Rock 
playground lighthouse in Windsor Reserve 
to check out safety concerns raised by the 
public. 

Her expedition left her worried. “I went 
to climb the ladder and when I got up there, 
there was nothing to hold onto,” she told the 
board’s monthly meeting. 

Deans acknowledged the popularity of the 
$1 million playground and the work that had 
gone into it, but she put on record several 
issues with it.

As well as the safety concerns with equip-
ment and water retention in feature play 
pools – both matters covered in previous is-
sues of the Devonport Flagstaff – Deans said 

she had been contacted by several residents 
disappointed that the playground design was 
not disabled-friendly.    

“We can’t necessarily fix this problem 
today, but in future and with surrounding 
boards, we could look at a playground [on 
the North Shore] that did cover those with 
disabilities,” she said.  

Deans, who is a long-time heritage advo-
cate, also pointed to a departure from previ-
ous practice locally in the laying of concrete 
rather than asphalt pathways in the reserve. 

Asphalt was preferable from a heritage 
viewpoint to stay in keeping with other 
nearby Devonport paths, she said. 

She had been told by Auckland Council’s 
community facilities team and council of-
ficers that asphalt had not been included as a 

design detail, yet on requesting an impact re-
port on the playground design from last year 
she noted it had specified asphalt be used.

“At some point in the management of the 
design, this detail has been ignored, overlo-
oked or disregarded. This is a poor outcome.”

Deans’ report was received by the board. 
Further checks have been made at the play-
ground.

• Council’s playground-installation team 
attended the site on Monday to reposition 
the wire mesh on the top level. This work 
was not remedial, a spokesperson said.  It 
has been planned for months and was de-
layed awaiting the steel rods to arrive from 
overseas. “The playground is safe to use and 
has been safe to use since completion,” the 
spokesperson said. 

The initial budget for the project was 
$1,271,000.  As at 30 June 2020, the total cost 
of the playground renewal was $1.3 million .

 

Politician’s ‘lighthouse’ climb 
puts spotlight on problems

the information at all, responding instead with 
a one-page letter.

“While there is an appetite to progress 
electric ferries within AT, we are in the early 
stages and still in our “discovery phase”, 
Colin Homan, AT Group Manager Integrated 
Network Enablement said.

“AT is looking at the feasibility across the 
current ferry network, exploring the design 
and funding options.

“Accordingly, the information that we can 
share at this stage is limited. This is due to 
the commercial sensitivity, as AT needs to 
continue negotiations without prejudice or 
disadvantage,” he said. 

Electric ferries are being increasingly 
used overseas. In New Zealand, a $4 million 
19m-long, 135-passenger ferry is under 
construction to service the Eastbourne – Wel-
lington route.

Devonport and Takapuna are receiving the 
lion’s share of public money being spent for 
the America’s Cup on the North Shore.

From a total budget for “summer commu-
nity activations” of $795,000, four events in 
the area would be allocated $620,000, the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board was told 
by Michael Goudie, relationship manager 
for Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic 
Development (ATEED).    

The biggest is the proposed month-long Wa-
terbourne event based in Takapuna from late 
February. It centres around four ticketed event 
days, but will also see family-friendly activities 
run on the beachfront reserve and in the water 
daily. Waterbourne will be run by a private 
operator, with ATEED putting in $160,000, 
to help with security and ambulance costs, 

fencing and a contribution to entertainment. 
Details of the other events, including those 

in Devonport, are not confirmed yet, with 
contracts still to be signed.  

Board member Toni van Tonder wanted to 
know what improvements were planned to 
make the Devonport ferry terminal a more 
inviting gateway for cup visitors. 

Auckland Transport’s elected-member rela-
tionship manager, Marilyn Nicholls, told her 
she wasn’t sure, but would  find out for the next 
board meeting, adding: “Any updates have to 
be contractually committed.”

Member Trish Deans wondered what impact 
a decision by Auckland Transport to stop fund-
ing for special transport up and down Lake Rd 
would have. Officials will report back on this 
and other matters.

From page 1 
Electric ferries on radar 

Devonport’s cup runneth over
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A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R Residential  / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

WE LOVE

LOCAL
We’re thrilled to announce that we have joined 
the high-performing Bayleys North Shore team. 
Combining our same love of property and our 
continued passion for helping people with our 
hands-on knowledge of the local area.

We look forward to working with you.

www.vicandjemma.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 12 July 31, 2020

By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

It’s not often a Flagstaff Notes prediction 
comes true in time for the next issue. But my 
suggestion that the old Devonport Borough 
Council building at 3 Victoria Rd would 
be up for sale, or in the process of being 
considered for sale by the end of this year, 
was prophetic.

Several days after the 17 July issue, the 
heritage structure was on a list of land and 
buildings Auckland Council deemed surplus 
to requirements, deciding it could be sold to 
help fill a $750-million post-Covid lockdown 
budget deficit. 

As regular readers would know, the 
building has had a difficult time of it over 
the last few years. From its glory days as 
Devonport’s first post office, then as the 
Devonport Borough Council offices, it be-
came a council service and visitor informa-
tion centre, and was for many years home 
of the Devonport Community Board. The 
Devonport Community Coordinator was 
based there, as was Devonport’s Businesss 
Improvement District (BID) manager and a 
historical display by the Devonport Museum 
and Historical Society. 

However, the building has been vacant 
for more than two years after it was moved 

from social use to a commercial listing in 
the council’s portfolio. Earthquake-strength-
ening was an issue, and community users 
were effectively moved out as they could 
not afford commercial rents or the cost of 
upgrading the building. 

Community groups put an expression 
of interest through to Panuku (Auckland 
Council’s development arm) but it didn’t 
stack up – financially, most likely. 

The Flagstaff understands Panuku was in 
negotiations with a potential tenant when the 
disposal decision was made. 

The building had a CV of $3.5 million 
in 2018, with the cost of a seismic upgrade 
estimated at $500,000 to $600,000. The cost 
of a full heritage restoration is estimated to 
be $2.4 million. 

Now, it is likely to be disposed of at a 
fire-sale price. The cost of the upgrade 
alone would put many off, and the uncertain 
post-Covid world is sure to create further 
jitters. 

I can’t help feeling an opportunity has 
been lost here – especially as some creative 
solutions were put forward. One that should 
have been considered was the sale of Har-
mony Hall in Wynyard St (building owned 
by the Devonport Senior Citizens), with the 
money used to upgrade 3 Victoria Rd as a 
centre for a variety of community groups, 
the senior citizens included. 

It’s a shame Ken Davis’s plan for Clarence 
St improvements didn’t make the final 
Auckland Council cut for the government’s 

Innovating Streets for People Fund. 
Al Fresco Fridays – pop-up entertainment 

and food on Friday nights for Milford, Taka-
puna and Devonport – was put through by 
the council’s planning committee. I would 
have thought the Davis proposals were more 
permanent changes that would have provid-
ed a platform for the Al Fresco evenings.

Like many, I’m a bit sceptical of the 
recent council report that Devonport’s tree 
canopy cover increased by 46 ha (16 to 18 
per cent) from 2013 to 2018.  

A huge number of trees have been 
cut down since blanket protections were 
lifted by Auckland Council, and develop-
ments and infill have increased. The only 
mitigating factor could be the high amount 
of parkland, coastal reserve trees and the 
Waitemata Golf Course on the peninsula. 
More reason to add to our park space rather 
than diminish it. 

There’s also the gnarly prospect of a mass 
non-native tree removal from our mountains 
– a policy of the Tūpuna Maunga Authority 
to be implemented across the city, but with 
timing yet to be confirmed.  

  
It’s good to see Devonport eateries being 

well supported post-lockdown. I hope this 
extends to other businesses over the next 
few months and into summer. Devonport 
is a hard trading environment over winter, 
and our retailers won’t have the usual rush 
of cruise-ship tourists in 2020/21 to fill the 
increasingly empty coffers. 

Manuka Cafe & Restaurant
49 Victoria Rd  |  Devonport

Bookings (09) 445 7732
manukadevonport@xtra.co.nz

Open 7aM – late       7 days a week

Peter and Susan invite you 
to enjoy Manuka’s warm, 

cosy atmosphere, perfect for  
great evening meals  

7 days a week. 
Children’s Meals $10.50

(12 and under) 

Reservations recommended 
Walks-ins welcome  

Takeaways available 

HAPPY
HOUR

Wine & Beer 
daily

4pm–6pm
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Getting through the Covid-19 crisis

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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Letters 

Bus needed for 575 Ryman residents and employees

What’s happened to Queens Pde boat ramp?
I have just one question for the readers 

of the Flagstaff (and they are many) – 
what has happened to the boat ramp at 
the bottom of Huia St, and used by those 
who have dinghies in one of the lockers?

Chris Leech
•  It appears to have broken off in a storm, 

but we are checking to see if it will be 
replaced.

Editor

I  was interested in your comment (Flagstaff 
Notes, 17 July) in the Flagstaff (great newspa-
per by the way), regarding links of transport to 
Ryman’s retirement village on Ngataringa Road, 
as some of the first residents put a submission 
in to Auckland Transport (AT) and Auckland 
Council on various items regarding safety once 
outside the village and bus transport.    

The edited response from the Engagement 
Manager Customer Care in respect of the bus 
service was as follows:    

“At this stage there are no plans to route any 

bus services either along or nearby Ngataringa 
Rd. There was a route 815 which only operated 
at peak times so would be of little use to the 
residents.

“AT is currently operating an on-demand, 
rideshare service (AT Local), and you can visit 
our website for full details on how this works.     
We will continue to monitor this area, particu-
larly with the establishment of the village and 
any other changes in this area. The potential 
to add service to this area would be subject to 
available budget and the prioritisation of this 
budget across other projects”

Our submission did outline the age of the 
residents (all over 70 – and many over 90), who 

are not conversant with the use of apps on their 
phone in order to use AT Local. (As an aside, I 
do and have used the service – but know of no 
others in the village that do).    

For a bus to Devonport or Takapuna, there is 
a walk of at least 8-15 minutes to/from the Old 
Lake Road bus stop, which is often beyond some 
of the residents. 

More residents will be arriving in both inde-
pendent and serviced apartments from October 
onwards. Ultimately there will be over 450 
residents and 125 employees on-site. We hope 
in time our submission will be readdressed. 
Maxilyn Tudman
Ryman Resident
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I find it very disappointing that most shops/
cafes etc in Devonport do not have the Covid-19 
QR Poster displayed on their premises. 

I have mentioned it to a couple of shop ow-
ners, who were not aware that it was important. 
Those I have talked with have very kindly put 
the poster up almost immediately. The post 
office staff thought it was not required at all. 
I have also mentioned using the app to some 
friends and family. A general response is that 
they will start using the app if there is another 
outbreak – a bit like shutting the gate after the 
horse has bolted. 

We are constantly reminded by Health Mi-
nister Chris Hipkins and Ashley Bloomfield 
about the importance of using this app and not 
to slide into complacency – Australia being the 
unfortunate example. I understand some older 
people may not have an appropriate smartphone 
or understand how to use the app. However, 
the more the QR code is displayed, the more it 
may be used. Come on Devonport businesses 
– show us you care about our community.  
Alan Gibb

More contact-tracing  
QR codes needed

The wall on the corner of Rattray and 
Victoria Rd is coloured black and white, and 
features clever design. I fail to see how it’s 
‘lurid’ and ‘garish’, as described in a letter in 
the last Flagstaff (17 July).

The wall is part of a new business occupying 
the corner, providing delicious food for local 
people. With increasing numbers of empty 

premises in our main street, a reality check 
is needed. Let’s welcome new businesses, 
particularly those catering for local people 
rather than tourists, so they are able to help our 
village deal with New Zealand’s closed border 
and the end of the government’s wage subsidy 
in September.
Barb Cuthbert

Wall clever: let’s welcome new businesses
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Garden maintenance
It’s time to prune, weed and tidy up 

our trees, shrubs, hedges and borders 
before spring growth starts. Weeding, 

trimming, mulching, green waste  
removal, lawns – friendly and prompt.

contact Shaun at  
sbowler@bluefin.co.nz  

or 021800690

What has happened to letting children just 
enjoy play without having to wrap them up in 
cotton wool? David Thornber’s letter (Flag-
staff, 17 July) pointed out every sharp corner 
and abrasive surface that could potentially hurt 
a child playing on the recently built playground 
at Windsor Reserve. 

I don’t doubt that David has the purest of 
intentions. As a child I was allowed to have 
fun and experience my surroundings without 
my mum putting the fear of God in me, about 
all the potential dangers around me like rough 
surfaces. I received one broken leg as a child, 
the result of me getting up on our garage roof 
along with my brothers who dared me to 
jump off and I did. My only other injury was 
a dog bite. 

David, you may not want to read what 
comes next. As a child, I climbed trees, large 
willow trees close to 100ft-plus tall. We built 
tree huts. I loved skateboarding so we built 
ramps, the higher the better. Myself and my 
friends looked out for the steepest slopes to 
skate down to allow us to go as fast as possible 
(caution: not one of us had protective guards or 
helmets). I‘m not even sure they existed then? 
I played bullrush with all the neighbourhood 
children, basketball, rugby till it got dark. We 
had so much fun, I think there wasn’t one part 
of my body growing up where I didn’t receive 
a scrape or a bruise. I had the odd cuts, nothing 
major. At times, I cried if it really hurt, mostly 
not. Kids back then were most certainly made 
of stronger stuff, I believe, compared to today 
and I believe a lot of that is due to the scaremon-
gering that children are subjected to. 

There is a 10-year-old child in our nei-

ghbourhood who is not allowed on a bicycle 
or skateboard, even with protective gear, as 
his parents don‘t want him to get hurt. So he 
watches his friends having fun. He turns down 
play dates that could be too dangerous. I feel 
so incredibly sad for him as I watch him plead 
to go and play with his friends. Both this boy 
and his brother cry over the slightest bruise or 
scratch. They are quick to get the disinfectant 
out to treat themselves. If they feel hot, they get 
the thermometer out to check their temperature. 

Psychologists say that all the fear and anxiety 
of the parents is transmitted into the child, who 
internalises it and learns to be anxious and fear-
ful of anything unknown or out of their comfort 
zone. This also creates an unclear perception of 
real risk levels in these children, which can be 
dangerous. Indeed this kind of overprotection 
has devastating effects on multiple levels, such 
as emotional growth, development of healthy 
identity and sense of self, self-esteem, social 
interaction, relationships and more. 

The examples I gave are not isolated cases, 
and I’ve seen many many children just like this. 

Please, please let kids have fun. Let them 
explore and experience life. A sharp corner 
or rough surface isn’t going to kill your child. 
While it’s important to protect our children, as 
a parent/grandparent teach your child how to 
look after themselves and what to be aware of; 
teach them how to be strong, capable, indepen-
dent individuals, then let them figure out the 
rest themselves from their own experiences. 
That’s when they learn the most. 

But please don’t take the fun out of their 
lives.
Sue O‘Keeffe

Fun and risk-taking 
part of healthy development

Community calls for local-liquor bans 
should be given more weight, the Devonport-
-Takapuna Local Board says.

The subject arose when the board was as-
ked for feedback on a report from Auckland 
Council’s regulatory committee. The report 
outlined how it proposed to amend the Alco-
hol Control Bylaw to give itself the ongoing 
ability to impose temporary liquor bans at four 
major venues: Mt Smart, Eden Park, Auckland 
Domain and Western Springs.

Board deputy chair George Wood said he 
was concerned the council was being em-
powered “yet they don’t support liquor bans 
from local communities”.

After questions on the report and around 
“permanent temporary” bans, the board una-
nimously passed an amendment by Wood. 

Instead of merely receiving the report, 
clauses were added noting the temporary bans 
and requesting council officers give liquor-ban 
requests in other parts of Auckland similar 
positive support to enable communities to have 
their requests for bans satisfied.

The draft by-law will be finalised after 
feedback from local boards. 

It will then go through a public consultation 
process in October, with a view to be enacted 
by April 2021.

 

Board wants locals heard on liquor bans

ST LEO’S CAR BOOT & GARAGE SALE
Sunday 2 August, 10am–12.30pm 

St Leo’s School grounds
Quality household goods, clothing, toys and 

books for sale! Plus coffee cart, bake stall and 
BBQ to keep tummies full. Donations of clean, 
second-hand goods can be delivered to the 
school office by 31/7/20 or at only $20 per 

car boot or table you can secure your spot by 
emailing  stleosfundraiser@gmail.com (local, 
small or home businesses, artists and crafty 

creators or just those who need a mighty good 
clean-out of their lives all welcome!)

RESTORING TAKARUNGA HAURAKI 
NETWORK MEETING

Wednesday 12 August, 7pm 
The Barracks, Fort Takapuna Reserve,  

170 Vauxhall Rd, Narrow Neck
Find out more about what is happening with 
local ecological restoration efforts and how 
you can get involved.  For more information 
contact Lance: pestfreedevonport@gmail.com 

DEVONPORT COMMUNITY 
NETWORK MEETING

Thursday 13 August, 10am–12pm 
Devonport Yacht Club, 25 King Edward Pde

This quarterly meeting is about promoting net-
working among residents and local community 
groups. The session commences with morning 
tea and a chance to network informally then 
we will hear from guest speakers on topical 

local matters.For more information  
contact Maria ph: 445 9533 or  

email: maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

WINTER FUN PRESCHOOL PLAY
Fridays, 24 July–30 October 

(including school holidays), 9:30am–11:00am 
The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont

Toddler time to play with big toys, be active 
and make new friends. Sessions are casual/free 
entry, caregiver supervision required. For more 

info, visit www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs
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Brim-brim... (from left) Gale Wieland, Gisa Ellis and Helen Michell, who was third in the pink-hat challenge

Thinking pink delivers again        for breast-cancer charity

Inflated idea...  Julia Mak (left) was second in the hat challenge. Right: Event coordinator Lynda Betts 
(left), Helen Michell and hat-challenge winner Jenny Newton. 
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The Pink Ribbon Breakfast held at Co-
relli’s Cafe in Devonport last week raised 
$3000 for the New Zealand Breast Cancer 
Foundation. 

Nearly 50 women attended the 12th 
annual breakfast, an event organised by 
Lynda Betts.

“We are not only donating to an impor-
tant cause, but we are raising awareness 
about breast cancer and women’s health,” 
said Betts.

“This is a great time for people to get 
together and encourage each other to get 
themselves checked.”

The women arrived dressed in pink, and 
competed in a pink-hat challenge, which 
was won by Jenny Newton, with Julia Mak 
and Helen Michell placed second and third. 

A silent auction was also organised, with 
gifts donated by local businesses including 
Correlli’s Café, Devonport Flowers, Cosi 
Fan Tutte, Glengarry, Anna Stretton, De-
vonport Chocolates, Places and Graces, 
Yarntons, Blue Illusion, Cushla’s Village 
Fabrics, Toti, Fitzgerald Taylor, Jess’ Un-
derground Kitchen, The Green Planet, Mixt, 
Miller Road and Marqueez.

The event raised $3252, compared with 
$3520 last year. 

Correlli’s, which donates 50 per cent 
of every breakfast to Pink Ribbon, made 
an additional $500 donation to the Breast 
Cancer Foundation.

Howdy... Jackie Mark (left) and Jane Hastings went for a cowgirl look. 
Below: Hats off to the winner... (from left) Donna Sheridan,  
Jo Iremonger and Jenny Newton, in her challenge-winning hat. 

Thinking pink delivers again        for breast-cancer charity
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On a November evening in 2015, a little 
group of movie buffs settled into their 
comfortable red-plush seats. Over the sound 
system, a soundtrack began.Velour curtains 
twitched, the lights went down and the first 
screening of many began in timeless style.

Outside, Guy Fawkes celebrations were 
beginning, but the lucky few enjoying 
opening night at Murray Thompson’s tiny 

‘State’ cinema in his Devonport villa were 
oblivious as they enjoyed the frolicks of 
Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis and Jack 
Lemon in the Hollywood classic Some 
like it Hot.

Their experience was what many of 
Thompson’s generation would remember 
from Auckland cinemas in their heyday – 
when the spectacle of the magical buildings 
and the presentation was half the fun of 
going to the movies. But here there were 
just a dozen seats.

For long-time cinema projectionist 
Thompson, that evening was a reveal of 
a dream he’d been nurturing for years: 
having his own theatre with a fabulous 
standard of presentation to be enjoyed by 
select groups who would appreciate it all 
like he did.

Five years on, there have been many 
evenings just as he envisaged, as gatherings 
with those who joined his film club have 
grown.

“Quite simply, I have the best of 
everything here,” Thompson says, with 
obvious pride. 

He talks to the Flagstaff in the elegant 

living room that leads to his theatre room, 
past lights and authentic cinema touches. 
“I’d always wanted my own cinema but it 
wasn’t easy to make it happen,” he says. 

The charm of movie houses touched 
Thompson as a toddler in Paeroa, when 
his mother began wheeling him down to 
the Regent in the early 50s. 

The little boy loved the Saturday 
matinees, though for him it wasn’t so 
much about the movie as the spectacle 
of it all – waterfall curtains rising and 
lowering, music, lighting, changing 
colours, and people standing up for God 
Save the Queen.

When his family moved north to 
Devonport, the five-year-old was a regular 
at The Vic and the big old State Theatre, 
which was in its heyday on the other side 
of Victoria Rd. 

Having an eye for fine buildings and the 
details that make them what they are, ran in 
the family. Thompson’s great-grandfather 
Edward Bartley was a prominent architect, 
who made his mark with handsome 
buildings on both sides of the harbour and 
built a big home in Devonport.

Independent Financial Advice
Individuals and Businesses
Call me for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.

‘Movie Man’ recreates the golden days of cinema
Former projectionist Murray Thompson has a fully equipped mini cinema in his Devonport villa.  

He tells Helen Vause about his lifelong passion for old-style movie houses.

Reel experience... Murray Thompson’s film club members get to enjoy all sorts of movie genres,  
and plenty of classic releases



July 31, 2020 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 21 Interview 

In the late 50s, Thompson was often 
taken by ferry to the many cinemas that 
thrived in and around Queen St. He was 
enchanted by it all.

The family left Devonport when his 
father bought a butcher’s shop in Kelston, 
and it was decades before he returned.

He grew up going to matinees at the 
somewhat faded Delta Theatre in New 
Lynn,  the “fleahouse” for local kids who 
would flock in on Saturdays. 

When the screams and excitement 
reached fever pitch at cartoon time, 
Thompson can remember the manager 
halting the screening to tell the kids to cut 
the noise. The worst offenders would often 
be tossed out. In all, a great afternoon’s 
entertainment at the cinema.

He couldn’t get enough of it. At home, 
he had a puppet theatre. Then he turned 
the family garage into a cinema that, 
as an eight-year-old, he operated with 
an 8mm projector,  with lights and an 
overture and curtains, of course. Footage 
of his mother smoking a cigarette provided 
the advertising segment in his carefully 
orchestrated build-up to the main film.

Determined he would one day make 
his career as a projectionist, in his early 
teens Thompson had a meeting with the 
staff at the Cameo Theatre in New Lynn. 
He was 14 when he started changing reels 
in the projection room, staying until he 
was 16 and old enough to seek a job as a 
projectionist.

He took an apprenticeship at Kerridge 
Odeon’s St James theatre, which was 
considered the best place to learn his craft. 

It was quite a step up. The St James 
seated more than 2000 people and had 
gleaming floors, uniformed usherettes, 
black-suited doormen with bow ties, and 
resident cats to keep any mice away. 

Reels had to be changed several 
times during a screening, and assistant 
projectionist Thompson learned the job 

from an ageing professional who had 
brought the first ‘talkie’ to life in Auckland 
decades earlier. 

After the evening session, the young 
apprentice caught the late bus home to 
New Lynn.

With his projectionist’s licence secured 
at 18, Thompson was ready to move on. In 
the course of his career, he moved around 
the projection rooms of the city – working 
in cinemas such as the Regent, the Odeon 
and the Embassy.

“It was my dream job and I just loved 
being part of those cinemas and all their 
wonderful stories.”

But times changed in the cinema world, 
and life took Thompson to Sydney for more 
than a decade. 

There, his work was still creative and he 
turned his hand to design and interiors. But 
the idea of having his own cinema one day 
stayed with him.

“At one stage, I looked at getting the old 
Crystal Palace in Mt Eden and doing that 
up. But it would have cost a fortune,” he 
recalls. “I wouldn’t have wanted anything 
less than fabulous.”

Maybe there could be a cinema of his 
own, still fabulous, just smaller-scale and 
right in his own backyard. 

When that concept fired his imagination, 
Thompson and his partner Domenico 
found a villa in Devonport with a back 
garden that was perfect for their unique 
addition.

At first it was a very private cinema for 
Thompson and friends, but he was soon 
persuaded to share it with others and his 
film club took shape. 

These days, there are more than 100 
members and regular screenings.

Thompson screens all genres, with 
plenty of classics along with the new titles 
he thinks will appeal.

With more than 2000 movies on offer, 
he isn’t lost for choice.

“But I never run anything that’s currently 
screening elsewhere. I have no intention of 
stepping on anyone’s toes,” he says.

“I am all about presentation. What I 

wanted to create was that old cinema 
experience. There’s nothing else like it.”

Those very comfy seats in his ‘State’ 
came from France; the sound, lighting and 
projection systems – and the curved screen 
– are top notch. Last year, twinkling lights 
on the ceiling were added. 

And Thompson found the little exit 
signs on Trade Me that once glowed in 
the namesake theatre, and restored them.

“When we first came here we didn’t 
know a soul. Well, that has certainly 
changed. So many of the people we have 
welcomed through the door have become 
real friends to us now.

“I never did this as a job. It is my passion 
and it has been really wonderful to invite 
people in to share it.

“Now everyone around here knows me 
as the Movie Man.”

“What I wanted to create  
was that old cinema experience.  

There’s nothing else like it.”

Yes, we are on the move to the 1st floor of the old 
Devonport Post Office building. Our new address is:
Suite 2, 10 Victoria Road, Devonport. We will be in 
the new office from Monday 3rd August, 2020 and 
operating under a new name – Singleton Mercer Ltd. 
Big changes for us but you will get the same great 
service in our new, convenient location. 
We look forward to seeing you soon.

T 09 445 2300 • www.singletonmercer.co.nz

WE ARE ON THE MOVE...

From Monday, 3 August 2020
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Confined to her Devonport lockdown bubble 
of one with the dog, Hilary Condon received 
a surprising message from the outside world.

A fellow member of the genealogy website 
ancestry.com contacted her during a month of 
little human interaction, asking whether she had 
any connection to the UK city of Portsmouth or 
the city’s Hilsea College.

The man had spotted a small sports trophy on 
Ebay, engraved with H. Condon, and wondered 
if it was hers.

Condon instantly suspected the 1923 school 
tennis cup was her father’s. Hubert Condon had 
won numerous sports trophies at school – she re-
membered them lining a dining-room sideboard 
while growing up in Nairobi, Kenya, and later 
filling two kitchen shelves in Ipswich, where the 
family had relocated in the UK.

Condon specifically recalled the day her 
mother got rid of the cups, after her parents 
separated when she was 12 years old.

“I came home from school and the cups were 
not in the kitchen glass cupboard any more.

“I remember seeing the empty space and 
asking my mother about it. She said she got rid 
of them because they were taking up too much 
space,” she says.

When combing through a family photo 
album, Condon eventually found proof the 
small brass cup advertised online was indeed a 
family heirloom.

“I found a photo of my father’s mother 
with a table full of trophies, including the little 
tennis cup.”

For UK£5 the heirloom was hers, but inter-
national postage added another NZ$80.

It was all worth it. Condon, living on her 
own after long-time partner Roger Giles died 
just before lockdown, enjoyed the newfound 
connections back to her home country and 
family that came with the cup.

“The man from Portsmouth and I ended up 
emailing quite a bit, as he liked to collect history 
of his hometown. We looked at wartime photos 
and he tried to find one of my father’s grandpa-
rents’ tailor’s shop in the centre of town.

“I had the address, but from Dad’s photos, 
it looked like the building had been bombed 
during the war.

“I also had photos of the interior of Hilsea 

College, which the Portsmouth man had never 
seen and was able to add to his collection.”

Condon also communicated with the trophy’s 
seller, who had found the cup when his family 
cleaned out a garden shed in Essex just before 
the UK lockdown.

“His father-in-law owned a construction 
business during the 1960s and often brought 
salvaged items home when digging up a site. 
His mother-in-law had polished the cup for 40 
years before putting it in the shed,” Condon says.

Condon reckons she pieced the puzzle of 
the cup’s whereabouts together even further. “I 
thought of how my mother would have gone 
about getting rid of all those cups.

“She only had a bike or the bus to get around. 
But there was a rag-and-bone man who came 

around every so often with a horse and cart. I 
think it is very likely that she gave the cups to 
him, because that would have been the easiest. 
Where we lived in Suffolk was not far from the 
county of Essex, where the cup was found,” 
she says.

Hubert Condon left no athletic legacy with 
his daughter or her sons. Condon says neither 
she nor they are at all sporty.

But his musical genes appear to have been 
handed on. “He played double bass in the Nairo-
bi Philharmonic orchestra and in dance bands 
with his brothers, continuing to play on wee-
kends when we moved to England,” she says.

Condon played piano as a child. In 1967, 
after she and her parents (who had reunited) 
emigrated to New Zealand, she fell in love with 
Auckland’s folk music scene and started to sing 
and play the flute and dulcimer as well.

Eldest son Kerrin Worsfold is very musical, 
too. 

Helping to run the Auckland Folk Festival, 
Condon met Roger Giles when he was the 
festival’s president and she the secretary.

When she moved to Devonport, she helped 
him run the Devonport Folk Club as secretary/
treasurer, selling concert tickets at the door, 
where Giles lovingly referred to her as the 
club’s bouncer.
•   A celebration for Roger Giles’s life is being 

held at the Devonport Yacht Club on 15 Au-
gust, starting at 7pm. Music will no doubt be 
a prominent part of it.

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

Cup holder... Hilary Condon with her father’s tennis cup and a photo of 
him playing the double bass

Lockdown returns long-lost heirloom
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Ngataringa Tennis Club members celebrated 
Bastille Day last week, dressing to impress 
with French berets and other Gallic garb.

A few sets of mixed doubles were planned, 
but the rain intervened, so the players gathered 
upstairs in the club house for French snacks 

and treats instead. 
Miam Miam, a local food business on the 

Shore, catered the event and made traditional 
French sausages for the club to enjoy. Funds 
were raised for the club.

The club has a French coach, Lucien Lemay, 

and Belgian head coach, Gilles deGouy.
The club’s private tennis coaching recently 

began for term 3, and will run for the next nine 
weeks. Players of all ages are welcome, with 
coaching sessions available from beginner to 
advanced levels.  

Oh la la! Tennis club marks Bastille Day in style

Beret set... (from left) Sandra McLachlan, Janine Jones and Sally Burge. 
Below: (from left) Wendy Whitfield, Anita Stewart, Arlene Meder and Lisa McCloskey. 
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Children in Vanuatu are enjoying playing 
on reassembled swings and slides sent over 
from Devonport.

Thanks to Rotary, the old equipment re-
placed at Windsor Reserve by the $1 million 
Bean Rock playground was saved from being 
dumped. It was shipped to the island of Espiri-
tu Santo, where an official playground opening 
ceremony was held this month.

Prior to Covid-19, Rotarians and interested 
Devonport residents had planned to travel 
to the islands in April or May to assemble 
the gear. 

Devonport branch member Gavin Busch 
said this had not been possible, however 
Santo Rotarians had swung into action. In a 
week-and-a-half, they rebuilt the playground 
and completed landscaping. It now sits in a 
park in the island’s main town of Luganville. 
Previously the only play equipment was a 
solitary swing. 

“This adds a lot to the experience for the 
kids,” said Busch. 

He acknowledged support from Auckland 
Council, Ryman Healthcare, Oceanbridge 
Shipping, MSC Consulting and Rotary District 
Grants with enabling the Devonport Rotary 
Club project to be completed.

 St Leo’s Catholic School also donated se-
veral boxes of books to the children on Santo, 
which were sent over in the container with the 
playground equipment.

“This has been a marvellous project high-

Island benefits from Devonport playground 

Recycling in action… 
from Devonport to Vanuatu 
– the old Windsor Reserve 
playground still has a few  
more years’ use left

Takapuna’s new town square  
will be a vibrant place where the  
community can come together  
to meet and relax.

We’re seeking your views to confirm that the design  
of the town square includes the things that matter most to you.

Submissions must be received by 11.55pm, Friday 14 August. 

For more information, a copy of the supporting materials  
and to give your feedback, go to akhaveyoursay.co.nz

Have your say
on the Takapuna town  
square design

lighting how, through Rotary, local initiatives 
can impact positively on the lives of those 
overseas,” said Busch. 

The playground “may well have ended up in 
the rubbish dump, yet will now be enjoyed for 
many years ahead by the children on Santo.”
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Hundreds of Devonport residents will need 
to make the call in the months ahead about 
replacing old landline phone connections.

Spark is phasing out its copper phone lines. 
Current users will need to upgrade phones 
that connect to the network by wireless or by 
fibre, as many residents already do.

Devonport and Miramar in Wellington will 
be trial areas for replacing the remaining old 
technology nationwide, with 1000 customers 
affected across the two suburbs. 

In September, residents on copper con-
nections will be sent information about their 
options. If customers opt to stay with Spark, 
they have until 18 December to make a chan-
ge. A customer support team will be available 
to talk to residents, many of whom might be 
older, to help them understand the issues.  

Spark customer director Grant McBeath 
said: “The reality is that the old network 
of switches that currently underpins voice 
calling is end-of-life. Its components have 
not been manufactured for 17 years, and the 

people with the skills needed to maintain this 
technology are also getting harder to find.”

Spark said most customers would need 
only a simple change and would pay the same 
or less for a new service. Those switching to 
wireless would be sent a new modem and 
two new wireless handsets, free of charge. 

Opting for fibre would depend on its 
availability to their property. If available, 
installation and a new handset would be 
provided. Phone numbers would not need 
to change. 

As well as phone lines, customers who 
have broadband delivered over copper ser-
vices through systems associated with these 
old switches will also need to make changes. 
Spark is withdrawing all of its copper-based 
broadband in Devonport.   

In 2017. more than one million New Zea-
land home phones used switches connecting 
into copper lines. Since then, numbers had 
fallen to 400,000 and were dropping off at 
the rate of 10,000 a month, said McBeath.

A caravan to replace the Devonport visitor- 
information outlet in The Arcade should be 
ready for summer. 

Discussions between Devonport Rotary and 
the Devonport Business Association (DBA) 
about shifting the information centre to a more 
prominent postion began about two years ago.

A purpose-designed caravan on Devon-
port Wharf was deemed the best solution. 
Auckland Transport agreed to provide space 
on the wharf.

Roy Dykes of Devonport Rotary said the 
DBA was awarded Lotto funds, and Rotary 
contributed money from its Fine Homes Tour. 

A caravan interior was designed (with input 
from the visitor-centre volunteers) and an 
agreement signed with a caravan rebuilder and 
fitter in Whakatane to purchase and upgrade a 
suitable caravan. 

The delivery date is October or November, 
in time for the next summer tourist season, 
he said. 

Visitor-info caravan set to arrive 
before summer

Old landline call-up  

Repairs to the O’Neill’s Point cemetery gate 
on Bayswater Rd have been finished, but there 
have been repeated calls for the cemetery’s 
picket fence to be fixed.

Deputy chair of the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board, George Wood, told the board 
meeting last week that the fence was in poor 
repair, and rotten in parts.

The historic lychgate was damaged by a con-
tractor and left propped up for weeks, stopping 
access to tend graves, which raised fears among 
cemetery preservationists that it might be kept 
shut during daylight hours as well as overnight.

Auckland Council told the Flagstaff the gate 
would remain open. It earlier said the contractor 
would be billed for the repairs.

After a fantastic year, this month current 
club president Paul Treacher handed over 
the reigns to Ian Cunliffe, during the 
annual changeover dinner at Platter.

The past 12 months was a busy period, 
with club members enjoying 39 meetings 
held either at Waitemata Golf Club, local 
restaurants or via Zoom.

With your help, Devonport Rotary raised 
over $77,000, with an exceptional $66,000 
coming from the Fine Homes Tour alone.

From this funds were allocated 
to the following:

•  Dementia Auckland $15,000
••  Tanna Water project (Vanuatu) $5,000
••  Playground to Vanuatu $1,400
••  New Marquee and repairs $6,000
••  Devonport Community Centre $3,300
••  Humanity NZ (Owen Pomana) $2,100
••  Vanuatu Cyclone Appeal $1,800
••  Age Concern – $500
••  UN Youth North American Leadershi p 
Tour – $500

••  RI Science Summer School – 3 TGS 
students $2,700

••  UN Youth NZ Development Tour – 
$1,000

••  TGS Robotics Club – $1,000
••  Model UN Assembly – 3 Teams $450 
••  RI Foundation – Annual Giving $4,200 
and Polio Plus $1,700

••  Seniors’ Christmas Dinner $1,800

Devonport Rotary touches many people 
within the community and this is only 
possible with your help. We thank you 
and look forward to your ongoing support 
over the coming 12 months.

Contact us at info@devonportrotary.co.nz  
or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz  

if you would like more info.

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

This month’s column 
was sponsored by 

Ian Cunliffe
027 227 9322

Cemetery gate fixed 
but fence needs work

Only one quarter of Devonport’s busi-
nesses have Covid-19 tracer codes on display. 

Of around 100 businesses in the village, 
only 25 have Covid-19 QR codes displayed 
on their windows or counters, the Devonport 
Flagstaff found in a survey last week.

The NZ Covid Tracer is a Ministry of 
Health app that allows people to create a 

digital log of places they have visited by 
scanning official QR codes. These codes are 
meant to be displayed in shop windows or 
near counters. 

The app could help quickly identify and 
isolate anyone who may have been exposed 
to Covid-19 if there is a further outbreak in 
New Zealand.

Most local businesses fail 
to display Covid app 
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When Takapuna Grammar (TGS) 1st 
XV fullback Hunter Rice, 15, received his 
traditional rugby cap for playing 15 games, 
it held a particular significance for him and 
his family. 

Hunter’s older brother Jackson, 18, who 
also won a 1st XV cap at the school, saw 
his time in the team ended by serious ill-
ness  in 2018.

 Hospitalised with blood poisoning, 
Jackson was allowed out of hospital in a 
wheelchair  to support the team in that year’s 
final, when TGS drew 18-all with Westlake 
Boys High School to share in the North 
Harbour 1st XV title.

Hunter, who was a reserve in that year’s 
team, remembers well how his brother was 
unable to continue pursuing his passion for 
rugby. 

“Achieving my cap is not something I 
want to boast about. For me, it’s really cool 
because I’ve been able to pick up where my 
brother left off,” he says. 

Sharing a love for rugby with his brother 
has always been a huge motivation for 
Hunter. 

Jackson, who finished school last year, 
has recovered from his illness, and Hunter 
is not far behind matching his brother’s run 
in the 1st XV. 

Hunter first made the team when he was in 
Year 10. Director of rugby and 1st XV coach 
Jason Ross says he “works hard so there is 
a lot of potential for him”.

He has played rugby for nine years and 
been a North Harbour representative.

Earlier this year, Hunter was selected 
for the national under-16 boys touch team 
and was set to represent New Zealand at 
a Trans-Tasman touch competition on the 
Gold Coast in September, but the competi-
tion was cancelled due to Covid-19. 

“I was really looking forward to the touch 
competition but I can keep trying for next 
year,” he says. 

Lockdown was tough, he adds. “I felt a 
little bit lost without sport, so its been really 
good to start up again.” 

Last Saturday Takapuna Grammar lost a 
home match to Westlake Boys High School 
by 22-8. Westlake tops the table with four 
wins from four.

 Next Saturday TGS plays at home against  
Massey High School. 

Hunter tracks big bro’s footsteps

Family affair... Takapuna Grammar 1st XV fullback Hunter Rice with his father Dean after a recent match

Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Call or email for a free,  
no-obligation consultation.

Yes! 
We do retro-fitted

double glazing.

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!
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new admissions welcome

PHONE 445 2518

Looking for Short 
or Long Term Care?

Ascot House
137 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

Ascot House has been looking after Devonport’s 
elderly residents for over fifty years, providing a 

range of professional care services in a boutique, 
caring, friendly home environment.  

To make an enquiry for yourself, a family 
member or friend, please call  

Shona or Pat  445 2518.

Looking for Short or 
Long Term Care?

PHONE 445 2518

Ascot House
137 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

Ascot House has been looking after Devonport’s 
elderly residents for over fifty years, providing a 

range of professional care services in a boutique, 
caring, friendly home environment.  

To make an enquiry for yourself, a family 
member or friend, please call  

Shona or Pat  445 2518.

Looking for Short or 
Long Term Care?

PHONE 445 2518

Belmont Park tennis club champs 2020
Around 90 competitors played 189 matches 

in the Belmont Park tennis club champs that 
were held after Covid-19 lockdown. 

Prizewinners were: Women’s Doubles 
Championship (Coote Rosebowl): Jacqui 
Anderson and Cath Hinds, R/U Suzy Nola 
and Toni McKenty; Women’s Championship 
Doubles Plate: Debs Lowther and Lucy 
Macnaught, R/U Sandra Lewis and Inge 
Wisselink; Women’s Intermediate Doubles: 
Helen Congdon and Maree Harvey, R/U 
Jodine Nielsen and Kelly Atkins. Women’s 
Intermediate Doubles Plate: Juliet Dewes 
and Robina Morrison, R/U Sandra Lewis and 
Mary Harper. 

Men’s Doubles Winners (Denny Green 
Rosebowl): Luke Bodle and Sam Brodie, R/U 
Adam MacFarlane and Jake Phillips. Men’s 
Championship Doubles Plate TBD. 

Ladies’ Singles Championship (Brook-
banks Cup): Jacqui Anderson,  R/U Vanesa 
Cutfield; Women’s Singles Plate: Lucy 
Macnaught, R/U Jill Stoker; Intermediate Wo-
men’s Singles: Jodine Nielsen, R/U Michelle 
Robson; Intermediate Women’s Singles Plate: 
Maree Harvey, R/U  Julia Crosfield. 

Men’s Singles Championship (Belmont 
Cup): Luke Bodle, R/U Campbell Burrows; 
Men’s Championship Singles Plate: Aaron 
Hewitt, R/U Hayden Adams; Men’s Champi-
onship Singles Consolation: David Blake, R/U 
Alex Duranski; Men’s Intermediate Singles: 
David Blake, R/U Jake Phillips; Men’s In-
termediate Singles Plate: Blair Harden, R/U 
Konrad Welte; Men’s Intermediate Singles 
Consolation: Rob Snow, R/U Paul Bell. 

Mixed Doubles Championship (Gordon 
Cloud Memorial) Graeme Norman and 
Jacqui Anderson, R/U Stuart Clark and Toni 
McKenty; Mixed Doubles Consolation: Bren-
don Reid and Cath Hinds, R/U David Blake 
and Lucy Macnaught; Mixed Doubles Plate: 
Hiram Ryan and Suzy Nola, R/U Des Smith 
and Juliet Dewes.

Belmont Park women’s doubles finalists… 
(from left) runners-up Suzy Nola and Toni McKenty,  
and winners Cath Hinds and Jacqui Anderson

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna
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Massive apartment complex planned for Esmonde Rd 

A major apartment development rising 
to seven storeys is planned to replace the 
Harbourside Church on Esmonde Rd. 

Four blocks of varying heights are pro-
posed, with plans for these to incorporate a 
cafe and other facilities open to the public.

An application has been lodged by King-
stone Properties Ltd for two of an envisaged 
three stages of development on the property 
at 48 Esmonde Rd. 

The 2.1ha waterfront site sold for $40 
million last year.  

The Stage 1 block on the eastern edge of 
the site would be run as managed hotel-style 
accommodation. 

Stage 2 groups together three buildings 
of mostly studio and one-bedroom apart-
ments aimed at first-home buyers. These 
linked buildings would be grouped around 
a communal central zone, with the aim of 
creating a “village character”. 

The bottom two levels of the block would 

be accessible to residents, visitors and the 
public. Facilities envisaged included a cafe, 
gymnasium and childcare.

The church would be removed first and 
then earthworks to create building plat-
forms would be undertaken, the proposal 
to Auckland Council said. 

Access to the site would be from the 
existing controlled traffic intersection, 
although some upgrades to this were an-
ticipated.

The traffic entrance layout would need 
modifications before accommodation was 
opened, the application says.

Planners will review the application 
before a decision is made. 

The application exceeds height restric-
tions in the zone. The church rises to around 
three storeys; much of the new development 
will be more than twice this height. 

The developers submitted that the design, 
by architectural firm Jasmax, took into ac-

count how it might sympathetically fit into 
the area: “The distribution of the buildings 
into various bulk, height, form and archi-
tectural appearance was an attempt to offer 
a group of buildings in village form instead 
of two large buildings.” 

Wall claddings would be mixed metal and 
draw on a natural palette including green, 
brown and black.

Site could link with paths and cycleways
Public paths and cycleways around 

the apartment-complex site could one 
day connect south via boardwalks to 
the Francis St cycleway and also out to 
Esmonde Rd and onto the planned Sea 
Path towards the Harbour Bridge.  

A proposed accessway to the site 

creates a thoroughfare in the form of a 
public easement, which could enable the 
connections. 

A lit landscaped road-level public plaza 
with seating could act as a transitional 
area between the road and communal 
open space.

Application in... A plan showing the development’s first two stages
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Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804
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Now we need your help to check if we’ve got it right.

So love local and get vocal about your community by having your say. Submissions must be received by 
4pm, Thursday 13 August.

For more information, a copy of the draft Devonport-Takapuna Local Board Plan 2020 and to provide your 
feedback go to akhaveyoursay.co.nz/lovelocal

Our local board has come up with a three-year plan outlining the key initiatives we want to focus 
on to help our communities thrive and support the recovery from the impacts of COVID-19.

Together we can love local.

Have your say  
on the future of  
Devonport-Takapuna
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30/06/2020
R001-48 Esmonde Rd-AEE-Final-amh

Proposed entry view from North-East
Village character... An artist’s impression of buildings planned for the 
Harbourside Church site on Esmonde Rd 

Views from Takapuna and Hauraki across the 
harbour to the city are set to be transformed by 
the multi-level property development proposed 
for Esmonde Rd. 

The complex itself will have several pent-
houses and some apartments with sweeping 
water views to the city, although most of the 270 
units are oriented in other directions to benefit 
from the sun. 

Details of the buildings, and their visual 
impact as seen from nearby suburban streets, 
formed part of Kingstone Property’s planning 
consent application. 

Extensive planting of coastal shrubs was 
proposed, and the site would be ringed with a 
public walkway and a cycleway, it said. 

The value of a strip of pohutukawa along the 
street frontage of the site and other trees was 
recognised for screening part of the existing 
church building.  

“Buffering vegetation would also affect pub-
lic perceptions of the proposed development,” 
said a visual-and-amenity-effects assessment 
that formed part of the developer’s submission 
to Auckland Council. 

Under Stage 1 of the proposal, a managed 
visitor-accommodation block would rise over 
seven floors. All units would face east or west. 

The internal configuration is not finalised, 
but proposed for now are 164 studios, 18 one-
bedroom apartments and five penthouses. 

Accommodation would take 6800sq m of 
a total floor area of 10,877sq m. The ground 

floor would be a common area for check-in and 
support services. The first floor would include 
a restaurant. Half of the top floor would be set 
aside as a roof garden.

Under Stage 2, three interconnected build-
ings in the middle of the site would surround a 
central courtyard. The central block would be 
four storeys high, the western block seven and 
the eastern six. These would a provide some 86 
apartments, with final numbers to be confirmed. 

The majority were said to be in the ‘af-

fordable’ category, with 37 one-bedroom, 
32 two-bedroom and 17 three-bedroom 
apartments. Below the apartments would be 
community facilities, including a cafe and 
fitness centre, a business centre, healthcare and 
childcare spaces, a convenience store and bike 
and car parking.

Eighty covered car parks will be provided 
for both stages of the development. Most of 
these will be in a three-tier vertical stack park-
ing system. 

‘Affordable’ apartments included in plans 
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS  

002211--990099779900  
444455--66669911  

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

Clear View 
Web Design

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

•  Excellent  
customer service

•  In business  
for 12+ years

•  Local provider

•  Cutting-edge  
website design

• App and software development
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd DESIGN AND BUILD NZ

Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
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Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
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1A Fleet Street, Devonport
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DEVONPORT
AUTO
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� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
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DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Call us today on 
022 471 4469

stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Ask for a free, 
no-obligation consultation.

Yes! We do retro-fitted 
double glazing

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Concrete Work

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 34 July 31, 2020

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

• RENOVATIONS
• NEW HOMES
• DESIGN & BUILD

3 MASTERBUILD 10 YEAR GUARANTEE

021 541 392
hamid@yourbuilder.co.nz

www.yourbuilder.co.nzCELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Professional Services

Independent advice for  
New Zealand women.

Investments, budgeting, KiwiSaver, 
goal setting and financial plans.

Based in Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna. 
www.francefinancialplanning.co.nz

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

WORK FROM HOME 
AND LOVE IT!

Enhance your financial  
well-being in these  

uncertain times. Visit
www.wealthdownunder.com/info

for free information or  
call 021 363 749.

Reach your  
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS JUL 31, 2020

Open Day
At Takapuna Grammar School’s recent Open 

Day, the hall was packed with prospective students 
and parents looking to get a glimpse of life at the 
school. 

The tours started with a welcome by the 
Head Girl, Catherine Fairbairn, and addresses 
from Principal Mary Nixon, Year 9 student Saskia 
Nyhoff, and Head Boy Jake Avram, along with a 
musical performance by the TGS Chorale. Families 
were then taken on individual tours by Year 13 and 
Year 12 guides, visiting the technology block, the 
science classrooms, and the newly opened main 
block to gain a sense of the school and all the 
resources that Takapuna Grammar has to offer. 

Each classroom was set up by members of a 
different department within the school, to show 
what each subject was about and the sorts of 
projects and inquiries students would undertake 
during their study.  Booths were also set up for 
the various support systems within the school, 
including the accelerate and learning support 
systems. 

Parents were able to ask questions and chat 
to teachers, and students were engaged with a 
range of fun activities and puzzles set up across 
the school. Many left smiling and excited about 
the prospect of school next year and all the 
opportunities that will be available to them at 
Takapuna Grammar. 

Deputy Head Boy Will Dalzell commented: 
‘It was incredibly rewarding to see so many 

students at the evening and a privilege to show 
them around our wonderful school.” 

For more information on how to enrol, visit the 
Enrolments page on the TGS website. Enrolment 
enquiries can also be directed to the Enrolment 
Administrator on +64 (0)9 489 4167 ext 9221 or by 
email to enrolments@tgs.school.nz. 

It was a pleasure to see so many from the 
community at this incredible event.  

BY AISLIN WELLS

World Vision Bake Sale

Ample with the spirit of giving, TGS students 
put together a charity bake sale to donate to 
World Vision’s cause on supporting vulnerable 
communities in Malawi stricken by the adverse 
effects of climate change. 

The students brought in a variety of 
delicacies, ranging from caramel slices to cakes, 
including vegan options. Pearl Nicholson, a Year 
10 participant and organiser states: “Baking 
for World Vision was a valuable experience, as 
it showed me how I could contribute to an 
important cause with something as small as 
making cookies.” It was heart-warming to see 
how many students and teachers were eager to 
donate, which helped us raise over $200.

BY LAIBA BATOOL
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DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

•  A proposal to rip down a heritage-listed 
Cheltenham house at 10 Rata Rd will go to 
a public hearing.

•  Devonport RSA women’s division members 
Molly Eagles, Doreen Lobb and Joyce 
Scott knit more than 100 woolly hats for 
chemotherapy patients around Auckland.

•  Local fire chief Ron Henderson finds him-
self in hot water after speaking out about 
substandard fire appliances at the Devonport 
station. Henderson made the comments at a 
Devonport Community Board meeting. Fire 
chiefs launched disciplinary action against 
him.

•  Houses on the Tamaki land, which prevent 
public access to part of the reserve, are set 
to be removed after tenants are given notice.

• Work on the rust-ravaged exterior of the 
Devonport Wharf is underway. Repairs 
are being made to railings, the roof and the 
south side of the building. The work was 
ordered by North Shore City Council to 
bring the building up to safety standards.

•  A Korean family is threatened at gunpoint 
and robbed of $4400 at their Hauraki Cor-
ner home.

•  The Navy fires a 21-gun salute to mark the 
Queen Mother’s 100th birthday.

•  A police blitz on the Victoria Rd/Calliope 
Rd corner nabs 12 motorists driving through 
the stop sign, in the space of just 30 minutes. 

•  The Devonport Community Board plans 
to apply for Crown money from the 1937 
Narrow Neck Endowment Fund to save 
Torpedo Bay Wharf, which was built in 
1899, but has fallen into disrepair. 

•  Stanley Bay Bowling Club holds a mid-
winter Christmas party, attended by 75 club 
members and supporters.

•  North Shore B rugby team wins the North 
Habour championship with a try in the 
dying minutes to beat East Coast Bays B 
15-13.

•  Former All Black Brad Johnstone, a 44-

game All Black veteran, will take on his 
former team as the coach of Italy. 

•  Navy Chief Petty Officer Kevin Heveldt 
wins a $29,000 car from Westpac, but al-

most misses out on collecting it as he was 
overseas on a posting. 

•  Lifelong Devonport resident Bob Pope is 
the Flagstaff interview subject. 

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

20 years ago from the Flagstaff files 

Flagstaff interview subject… Bob Pope

Villa SpecialiStS • RenoVationS • new BuildS

James Thomas   |   Certified Builder   |   021 0234 9527   |   james@wolfconstruction
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There are teachers who teach, and then there 
are those who enable students to thrive in a 
changing world. 

Our hand-picked teachers are not only dedicated 
professional educators, but they all share 
an unsurpassed desire to see their students 
succeed academically, socially and emotionally.

We’re proud of our teachers and you will be too. 

We believe they are the most passionate  
collective of teachers in the country.

Now accepting applications for 2022.
www.kristin.school.nz

heart and soul

the extra mile
SARAH BACKHOUSE-SMITH

Year 7 Homeroom Teacher and Associate Dean

HAMISH MOUAT
Artistic Director, Major Productions

above and beyond
SARA FRIZELLE

Head of Digital Learning and Year 9 Coach

Celebrating our Teachers [Devonport Flagstaff 171x240 FP].indd   1 29/06/20   9:35 AM
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Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
LOCAL TAKES COMMAND OF HMNZS AOTEAROA

It will be Captain Rooke’s sixth 
Commanding Officer role in his nearly 30 
years of service. He joined the Navy in 
1991, seeking a hands-on, practical job.

He says: “There was the appeal of 
doing a job that represented your country, 
and it was something that wasn’t sitting in 
an office. And to be honest, the recruiter 
convinced me the Navy was a great option 
for me – he was spot on!”

Captain Rooke has a hefty nautical 
pedigree. He is descended from Admiral 
Sir George Rooke, who captured Gibraltar 
for the British Empire. 

“One of my uncles served on HMNZS 
Gambia during the war and post-war 
served on merchant ships for decades. 
My dad’s brothers were all in the Navy or 
Merchant Navy.”

A qualified navigator, he was awarded 
a New Zealand Order of Merit for his work 
as a boarding officer in a frigate in the 
Arabian Gulf. His last command was 
HMNZS Canterbury, responding to three 
major humanitarian and disaster-relief 
operations in Vanuatu, Fiji and Kaikōura.

Following the commissioning of 
Aotearoa on 29 July, four big tasks lie 
ahead. “Replenishment at sea, cargo 

operations, aviation, and Antarctic 
resupply. At the beginning of 2022, we’ll 
be in Antarctica. That will be amazing.”

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

The command of the Royal New Zealand Navy’s newest vessel,  
HMNZS Aotearoa, falls to Devonport resident Captain Simon Rooke

Support your paper for 
the price of a cup of coffee.

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz  
and click on ‘Become a supporter’ 
at the top of the page.



July 31, 2020 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 39 

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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 Local board missing from key meeting 
Elected members on the Devonport-Taka-

puna Local Board were missing from a key 
Auckland Council Emergency Budget meeting 
earlier this month.

It’s understood that members from all other 
local boards across Auckland attended.

In an email, Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board chair Aidan Bennett said he was unable 
to go as he was “consumed by Covid-related 
business problems unfortunately. It has been 
a busy week.

 “I put in my apologies. I would have got 
George (Wood, deputy chair) to go in my ab-
sence as I normally do but George was away 
down country.

 “George is filling in for me for another 
meeting this coming Monday, which is another 
one that has been sprung on us at a late stage (as 
last Tuesday’s was) and I can’t attend as I have 
prior meetings organised.”

Bennett said he attended a chairs’ monthly 
meeting earlier this month and a chairs-only ses-
sion with Desley Simpson, Emergency Budget 
meeting chair. 

“This provided all chairs with a good op-
portunity to address budget issues directly with 
Desley. Which we/I did. As part of the chairs 

meeting, we also had a presentation from Kevin 
Ramsay, head of finance for Auckland Council, 
and the opportunity to ask him questions related 
to the budget. Which we/I did.”

“Me presenting in the five-minute slot at 
Tuesday’s Emergency Budget committee would 
not have changed anything that the [Governing 
Body] has done (on Thursday.)”

Bennett also attended a meeting on Wednes-
day 8 July, which covered the budget exten-
sively.

Local board member Toni van Tonder, who 
is part of Bennett’s ticket, was also out of Auck-
land at the time of the meeting. 

Board member Trish Deans is “furious” 
the  community – through the board – was not 
represented at last Tuesday’s meeting.

“We should have been there as representa-
tives of the community.” She said other local 
boards called her asking “why we weren’t 
there.”

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board staff had 
also failed to let other board members, (Deans, 
Jan O’Connor and Ruth Jackson) know about 
the meeting, Deans said. All could have attended 
on the day, and answered any questions from the 
Governing Body (GB). 

Bennett said as far as asset-recycling sales 
went, board resolutions “clearly show that I 
support sensible asset recycling/sales and have 
not hidden that fact. I also haven’t pushed the 
fact either during these GB meetings.”

FLAGSTAFF 
CLASSIFIEDS

sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Email your classified  
advertisement to us 

Advertise locally!

Want more  
business 
locally?

It may be the off season, but cricket is 
very much on the minds of the first Takapuna 
Grammar (TGS) team to win the Auck-
land Premier Cricket Championship in the 
school’s 93-year history. The girls 1st X1 
side, which was declared the winner several 
months ago after a Covid-19 interrupted 
season, was recognised in a ceremony at the 
school last week. 

With winning comes the right to represent 
the Auckland region at the national cricket 
tournament. At a special breakfast, principal 
Mary Nixon presented the Gillette Venus Cup 
to team captain Anna Browning. Nixon spoke 
of her pride in the team and the legacy they 
have created for future students to aspire to.

The team hopes the national tournament, 
where the six regional winners compete, will 
be held in December. But this has yet has to 
be confirmed by New Zealand Cricket. 

Coach Johan Kirstein presented team 
members with medals for winning both the 
Auckland Premier competition and the Gil-
lette Venus Cup qualification for nationals.

 Boosting the girls’ quest for gold is the 
construction of an indoor-cricket net fa-
cility at the school, which will provide an 
all-weather training facility for the school’s 
cricketers.

The school's 1st XI girls team was re-es-
tablished in 2016. The oldest players in the 
current team were only in Year 10 at the time, 
yet since then they have made their mark. 
They have finished third once and second 
twice, prior to this year’s top position in 
Auckland.

This season’s interrupted competition 
came to an abrupt end after one complete 
round of the scheduled two. The competition 
rules set out a formula to be used to calculate 
the winning team out of the three schools who 

were tied on points when the competition 
ended. This put TGS ahead of two strong 
girls-only schools: Baradene, and Epsom 
Girls Grammar, who were last year’s national 
championship winners.

Making history… TGS girls cricket team:  Back Row left to right: 
Gillian Scott (manager); Olivia Priddy; Kennedy Scott; Milly Yorke; 
Ella Cronshaw; Izzy Fox; Libby Easterbrook; Johan Kirstein (coach) 
Middle Row: Issy Smith; Jasmine Perry; Scout Hallman; Leah 
Kampkes; Lucy Perry. Front Row: Ruby Worrall; Anna Browning 
(captain); Rishika Jaswal

Covid-interrupted cricketers honoured
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Al Fresco nights given green light 
for possible funding

Al Fresco Fridays in Takapuna, Milford and 
Devonport are a step closer after being selected 
for consideration by the government’s Innovat-
ing Streets for People Fund. 

The fund set up by the NZ Transport Agency 
(NZTA) has $7 million up for grabs, and offers 
90 per cent funding assistance for projects se-
lected. The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
has pledged $30,000 towards the Al Fresco 
Fridays, which would see pop-up outdoor din-
ing and entertainment in town centres.

Al Fresco Fridays was one of 29 projects 
approved by Auckland Council and Auckland 
Transport (AT) for submission for the fund. 

The outcome is a bit of a turnaround for the 
board, as the Al Fresco idea was initially given 
only a “medium” ranking by council staff, but 
was then changed to “high”. 

Another local project, “Devonport Safer 
Streets Initiative” by Ken Davis, was put for-
ward by councillor Chris Darby and initially 
had a “high” rating. However, this idea did not 
make the cut.

Takapuna Beach Business Association CEO 
Terence Harpur  said: “It is fantastic news that 
our local initiative, Al Fresco nights, has been 
chosen as a preferred project.”

Local businesses needed support to keep 
town centres thriving. “It was fantastic to see 

Toni van Tonder and Aidan Bennett advocate 
strongly for this additional funding to support 
local businesses with Al Fresco nights.” 

Harpur said the initiative would support 
local hospitality and retail businesses, in 
particular. 

Milford Business Association manager 
Murray Hill was excited that Al Fresco Fridays 
“has got past the first hurdle” for funding. 

“ A lot of work has been put into this ap-
plication by the three [Business Improvement 
District] managers and local board members, 
and as we know, our communities love events 
in the streets.

 “Having a project like this that has simul-
taneous dining-out in the streets of all three 
shopping centres will be a fantastic event. 
With street entertainment at each centre and 
additional seating in the street for our hospital-
ity businesses on these Al Fresco Friday nights, 
the Shore will be buzzing,” Hill said. 

Hill said it was hoped a bus service in 
conjunction with AT would allow residents to 
travel to neighbouring centres without the need 
to drive their vehicles.

Local board member Toni van Tonder, who 
led the project for the board, said she was 
delighted the project had been selected to go 
forward for NZTA’s consideration.

“Our town centres are the beating hearts of 
our communities and every time our business 
associations carve more space out for people, 
bringing them together to connect, it’s always 
a massive success and we’re left wondering 
why our town centres weren’t designed to do 
it more freely.” 

The 90 per cent funding support was “an 
amazing opportunity that we have tried to 
seize”, van Tonder said.

“The project gives us an opportunity to 
experiment with urban design and see how we 
can continue to build that shop, eat, play local 
mindset by creating the opportunity to bring 
people into temporary town squares. 

“Now, more than ever, we need to rekindle 
our love affair with our town centres because 
we really want them to survive what has been 
a challenging year,” she said.  

NZTA will announce the sucessful appli-
cants by 31 July.

• Councillor Darby declared an interest 
when the Ken Davis project was discussed. 

“I am asking staff if there is likely to be a 
third round of applications,” he said. “With or 
without that third round, I’ll be working with 
Ken Davis, who put in an enormous effort, 
on progressing the Clarence St [Devonport] 
public-space improvements.”

B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

TAKAPUNA 09 486 0995  I   20 HURSTMERE ROAD, TAKAPUNA  I   TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ 
MILFORD 09 486 2549  I   172 KITCHENER ROAD, MILFORD  I   MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZ
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SOUTHERN ODYSSEYSOUTHERN ODYSSEY  Stewart Island & The CatlinsStewart Island & The Catlins
7 DAY/6 NIGHT with MoaTours7 DAY/6 NIGHT with MoaTours

SOUTHERN ODYSSEYSOUTHERN ODYSSEY  Aoraki Mt Cook, Milford  Aoraki Mt Cook, Milford  
& Franz Josef& Franz Josef
9 DAY/8 NIGHT with MoaTours9 DAY/8 NIGHT with MoaTours

per person share twin.

per person share twin.

from $4390 per single room

from $6290 per single room

$$39903990

$$56905690

•  Return flights from Auckland  
(ask us about flights from other destinations) 

•  All transport by comfortable, air-conditioned coach (max. 18)
•  Services of your knowledgeable MoaTours Kiwi guide
•  6 nights accommodation as below
•  All meals, activities and entrance fees
•  Sightseeing and exploring

•  Return domestic flights to Christchurch 
•  All transport by comfortable, air-conditioned coach  

(maximum of 18 travellers)
•  Services of your knowledgeable MoaTours Kiwi guide
•  8 nights accommodation as below
•  All meals
•  All activities and entrance fees
•  Sightseeing and exploring

TOUR DATES: 2020: 20–28 Oct, 1–9 Dec. 2021: 15–23 Jan

TOUR DATES: 2020: 31Oct–6Nov, 23–29Nov, 13–19Dec. 2021: 15–21Jan, 24–30Jan
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HIDDEN GEMS HIDDEN GEMS of the North with Wendy Wuof the North with Wendy Wu
11 DAY/10 NIGHT tour11 DAY/10 NIGHT tour DEAL INCLUDES:

•  All meals 
•  All transportation and transfers
•  Escort throughout
•  All accommodation 

DEVONPORT 09 445 4211  |  55 VICTORIA ROAD, DEVONPORT  |  DEVONPORT@HOT.CO.NZ

TOUR DATES: 2020: 30 Oct–9 Nov, 20–30 Nov. 2021: 12–22 Feb, 5–15 Mar

$$42804280
per person share twin.
from $5680 per single room
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ACCOMMODATION

39 King Edward Parade. Waterfront 
apartment in earthquake strengthened 
building. 12 mins to ferry. 1 double 
bedroom. Full refit. Polished timber 
floors 0272 646 626 or leesmarga-
ret3@gmail.com or see TradeMe.
Anne Street – 2 bedroom fur-
nished apartment. Minimum one 
month rental, available from 1 Oc-
tober to 15 December 2020. Totally 
refurbished accommodation, fully 
furnished including white wear, beds 
& linen. Full kitchen, two story, 
separate entrance, quiet and pri-
vate. Suit single or business couple. 
No Pets- Non smokers only ap-
ply. See more details on website:  
https://www.duckinn. co.nz/ $650 per 
week. Ph Craig 027 299 2172. 
Cheltenham Studio. Short/long term. 
Beautifully furnished, inclusive of 
expenses. Metres from Cheltenham 
beach. Phone Rebekah 0276943933 
]Garden apartment, Central Devon-
port, to let short or long-term. Private, 
self-contained, separate entrance. One 
queen-size bedroom, dressing room, 
sep bath, shower, laundry, open-
plan living/kitchen/dining. Available 
mid-September onwards. Phone 021 
414 090.
39 King Edward Parade. Waterfront 
apartment in earthquake strength-
ened building. 12 mins to ferry. 1 
double bedroom. Full refit. Pol-
ished timber floors 0272 646 626 or  
leesmargaret3@gmail.com or see 
TradeMe.

EVENT

Squash social night every Thursday 
night 7-9pm at Devonport Squash 
Club Narrow Neck. Beginners wel-
come. Free.

SERVICES OFFERED

AAA* Concrete Drive Services + 
Handy Man Available for big & small 
jobs, Contact the team at 022 325 0167 
webberhillsnz@gmail.com
A1 Handyman. Excellent work, 
budget. No job too big or small. Josh: 
021 261 8322.
Bookkeeper: Xero certified, De-
vonport based, $40 p/hr, Victoria  
021 334 959.
Carpenter. Villa maintenance, resto-
ration, home repairs and landscaping. 
Devonport based. 35 years’ experi-
ence. Text or call Terry 021 085 24960
Complete home maintenance by 
perfectionist boat builder/builders. 
Including rotten windows, doors, 
weather boards. Exterior/interior. Call 
Duane 027 488 5478.
Devonport upholstery. Recover 
specialist. Antiques and contempo-
rary styles. Recycling furniture for 
36 years. John Hancox Ph 446 0372.
Garden maintenance. Organically. 
Professional, experienced and wide 
ranging maintenance abilities. From 
weeding, installing gardens, hedge 
trimming and small tree removal. 
Contact Leah and team at Earthling 
021 0262 4286, info@earthling.nz
Garden & tree work – All aspects, 
large or small. Hedge trimming, prun-
ing, felling etc. Fully equipped, highly 
experienced, includes removal & tidy-
ing up. Contact the team at 0223250167 
webberhillsnz@gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED

Lawn mowing: For reliable profes-
sional services – Phone for a free quote 
027 490 1917.
Permanent seals fitted to drafty 
timber windows. Effective system 
at reasonable rates. Ph 027 531 1123.
Professional Cleaner looking for 
work. Reliable, honest, best. Ph Angie 
021 125 2458.
Yoga class - improve agility and sports 
recovery. Sharon Byron-McKay ( 
B.H.Sc (physio - non practicing)), over 
30yrs Iyengar/hatha yoga full-time 
teaching experience. Time:- Sundays 
10.30am Cost:- $15. Book - sharonn-
zyoga@gmail.com
Your answer to freedom! Experi-
enced babysitter available any hours 
and based in Bayswater. Had to 
come home from college in USA in 
March, here till the end of August. 
BPS principal Bruce Cunningham is 
happy to be my reference. Contact me  
(Bridget)- Ph: 09 445 2265 Email:  
bridgetconnolly13@gmail.com.

TUITION

Mathematics Tuition Available for 
years 9 to 13 by a retired Maths teach-
er. Phone Graeme 445 8575.
Maths Tuition Wanted – Maths Tutor 
wanted for our year 9 son. Please 
contact Lee by text on 021 1321878.

WANTED

Base player wanted 15th & 29th Au-
gust. Competition in Milford. Four 
songs only. Call Ed: 021 761 455.

Classifieds

Advertise locally!
Reach your Devonport Peninsula 

customers cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Travel sketching is that 
sketched impression 
where we teach you how 
to ‘see’ your subject. 
Tony McNeight tutors you 
through  an  eight  week  
programme of foundation 
skills to take you from first 
steps to being a confident 
and passionate sketcher.
Our weekly classes will 
guide you in a relaxed and 
fun way to find your 
creative side.

 
Travel 

Sketching
classes

for
beginners

 

tony.mcneight@gmail.com

CLASSES IN
DEVONPORT,

TAKAPUNA 
 AND  CITY

CONTACT TONY
021 925 031

www.erinhillsketching.co.nz
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PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n Skylight by David Hare
31 July – 8 Aug 
Olivier and Tony Award winning play 
about two people bound together 
by a shared memory of passion but 
divided by income and attitude.

Roger Hall’s  
Spreading Out (Play Read)
Sunday 9 August at 3pm 
Tadpole Productions return with 
a play-reading of Spreading Out, 
directed by Janice Finn. 
Stay afterwards for a Q&A  
with Roger, Janice, and the cast.

creative Talks:  
Mark Wallbank
Sunday 9 August at 7pm 
Join Paranormal Investigator Mark 
Wallbank as he shares his passion 
for all things mysterious. Free entry.

Holy Trinity Church will echo with the sound 
of Beethoven next month, when the New Zealand 
String Quartet diverts to Devonport on its national 
tour, Beethoven 250.

The tour, celebrates the musical giant’s birth 
in Germany two-and a half centuries ago and 
his accomplishments as a classical composer 
and pianist. 

The acclaimed chamber music ensemble is 
playing the first of its three Auckland concerts in 
Devonport, then touring nationally until October.

Helene Pohl, first-violin for the quartet, says 
she enjoys performing at Holy Trinity. “It has a 
particularly warm and welcoming atmosphere 
– the design, the wood, the size all contribute.” 

Taking the ferry to get there would be fun 
too, she said.

Works to be played show the elegant early 
influences of Mozart and Haydn, before soaring 
to a sound world that could only be Beethoven’s, 
through String Quartets Opus 18, No. 3 and No. 
1; and Opus 59, No. 1.

The Holy Trinity concert is on Saturday 15 
August at 7.30pm. For bookings and further tour 
details, visit nzsq.org.nz

NZ String Quartet includes Devonport on national tour

New Zealand String Quartet... (from left) Helene Pohl, Monique Lapins, 
Rolf Gjelsten and Gillian Ansell play at Devonport’s Holy Trinity Church 
on 15 August  
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 A $5000 grant supporting a children’s 
theatre show has been transferred, enabling 
The Greedy Cat to be performed in the next 
school holidays.

The show was originally to have been staged 
by the Tim Bray Theatre Company at the Pum-
phouse Theatre during the Easter School Holi-
days, but the Covid-19 lockdown intervened. 

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
agreed to transfer an unspent grant towards 
venue costs for the delayed production, so the 
company could make use of marketing and 
staging material it had prepared but not been 
able to use.

Greedy Cat 
comes back
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When Fifi Colston finally publishes the 
book she has been working on at the Michael 
King Writers Centre this month, it will carry 
a physical memento of the garden there.

A pressed old-fashioned rose is part of the 
original manuscript Colston is compiling for 
her graphic novel. 

As the combination may suggest, this is 
no usual comic-style version of the genre, 
instead being a delicately illustrated and 
evocative diary. To give it an atmospheric, 
aged look, the book was buried in leaf 
matter, adding a gothic touch in keeping with 
the haunting record of an unknown student 
whose story draws in the finder of her diary.  

Colston was meant to be writer-in-
residence in Devonport for three weeks in 
April, but Covid-19 controls delayed her 
trip. 

Stuck at home in Wellington, she diverted 
to a different diary project, recording her 
thoughts and feelings about lockdown. 
That very relatable diary – with 50 days of 
jottings and drawings, ranging from baking 
to missing loved ones – will be published 
before her work-in-progress graphic novel.

“I’ve always kept a visual dairy,” Colston 
explains. Luckily, the routine kept her 
productive in a time when she says her days 
were delineated by going for a long walk 
and watching the 1pm news, rather than 
completing projects. 

Plenty of other people found themselves in 
that space too, she reckons. “A lot of people 
said this is my perfect time to finish a novel 
– not many did.”

With the diary as a subtext for her days, 
come 7pm, with a glass of wine in hand,  
“something would come to me”, she says. 

Colston began posting her daily 
observations online and, prompted by 
feedback, the idea of publishing the complete 
set as Lockdown Sketch Mind came about. 
Thanks to some welcome funding from 
Creative New Zealand, the book will be out 
in August, published by Cuba Press.

Coming north to Devonport was a good 
creative nudge for Colston, who lost a lot of 
her freelance work with Covid-19. 

She is known for her illustrations for 
books and magazines, but also leads drawing 
workshops for young people and does 
costume design. 

She had three garments on the go for the 
World of Wearable Art (WOW) show, when 
it was cancelled, having entered 26 pieces 
over 24 years.

At first she thought she would miss out 
on the residency as well, but the centre 
stepped in. “They were great and delayed 
it,” she says. 

Colston said residencies provided not 
only financial support, but the chance to 

focus with “time and space away from your 
everyday life.”

This included eating eggs and toast for tea 
if she felt like it, enjoying walks around the 
village, and exploring its cafés and op shops.

Her time at the cosy, well set-up writers’ 
centre was so homely it set the confirmed 
Wellingtonian musing: “It’s been so nice 
here, if I win Lotto I think I’d move to 
Devonport.”

She loved the character, history and charm 
of the area. Colston already has one of her 
two adult children living in Auckland. 

She managed to lure her husband to fly 
up during her fortnight’s stay, although for 
a good reason: it was her 60th birthday, 
celebrated with a group of friends.

As a mature creative, Colston has enjoyed 
several other residencies, including one in 
Dunedin, where the student life sparked the 

Portrait and an artist... Fifi Colston photographed in front of the 
painting of Michael King at the writers’ centre on the slopes of 
Takarunga, which bears the acclaimed author’s name 

Contrasting diaries penned by writer-in-residence
When the Covid-19 lockdown delayed Fifi Colston’s stay at the Michael King Writers Centre and her work on a 

diary-style graphic novel, she found another daily visual record taking shape. She talks to Janetta Mackay.
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idea for the graphic novel, which has the 
working title Ampersand. 

From her southern stay she also won a 
contract to complete a junior fiction book. 

Another project on the go is to illustrate 
the latest in a Kiwi classic series, The Little 
Yellow Digger Saves Christmas, which is 
being written by the son of the original 
author, Betty Gilderdale, with Colston 
taking the author’s father Alan’s place in 

providing the illustrations.
The children’s book is a simpler task 

than the “darker” graphic novel for young 
adults, with the Devonport rose and other 
clues to its central character interwoven in 
the pages. 

The Ampersand project – “the most 
complex thing I’ve ever done” – is 
expanding to take in the story of the diary’s 
finder, an ambiguous character called 

Monday, and possibly another observer as 
well. Colston says it may take her several 
years to complete.

“The residency is the sort of time where 
you can have all those questions and try 
those things,” she said.  

Staying in Devonport, like Dunedin 
before it, is likely to have implanted an idea 
that comes to fruition later. “Quite often a 
little thing will spark me.”  

Pressed into service... Colston pressed a rose from the Writer’s Centre into the manuscript she is 
compiling for a graphic novel in the form of an illustrated diary. Right: Lockdown Sketch Mind, compiling 
daily observations made during Covid-19 lockdown, will be published next month.  
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Any Enquiries to Peter Burn, 
Chairperson 021 265 9697

www.pumphouse.co.nz
Phone 09 486 2386

Notice of 
Annual General Meeting

 of the North Shore  
Theatre & Arts Trust  

(The PumpHouse Theatre) Inc.

The AGM will be held at 6.30pm, 
Wednesday 19 August 2020

At The PumpHouse Theatre, Killarney 
Park, off Manurere Ave, Takapuna.

In addition to the Normal  
Business of the AGM, nominations are 

invited for Board Members.
Nominations for Board Members 

close with the PumpHouse Manager 
on Wednesday 12 August at 5.00 pm.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Lynda Betts & 
Jo McMenamin

Experience plus the  
power of two 
to maximise 

your property
Top 10% of 

Bayleys Agents 
2019/20

Ph 021 278 3024 / 09 487 0711
E: lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Devonport Library

Relax and enjoy an hour of  
colouring, sketching or maybe  
just a cup of coffee and a chat
Wed 29th July at 10am — a chance to 

meet some new people (or old friends).
On 12 August, we start a new series of book-
group discussions (10am Wed) looking at 
different topics (flyers will be available in 
the library soon)  plus a chance to share with 
others what you have been reading and 
watching — it’s nearly film festival time! We 
also have a great collection of DVDs (films 
and documentaries) plus Beamafilm, which 
can be streamed through the library website 
using your library card.

Collaborating with our community is im-
portant to us, so please let us know if you 
have suggestions.

Activities for the children over the school 
holidays were very popular. They all had a 
great time, some taking home a holocron 
they had made during the Star Wars activity.

All our pre-school programmes have now 
started with Storytime (Mon), Rhymetime 
(Tues) and Wriggle and Rhyme (Fri) — all 
starting at 10am.

 If you enjoy historic photos of Devonport 
or just want to know what’s happening, keep 
an eye on the Devonport Library Facebook 
page. We’d love to see you there!

Ngā mihi,
Devonport Library.

Depot Manager Lynn Lawton is stepping 
down after 14 years.

He leaves the role at the end of 2020, 
but will continue on the Depot’s Board 
of Trustees and its ArtsLab employment 
programme.

Depot Arts and Music Space Trust 
chairperson Margaret Taylor said: “Lynn 
has consistently guided the Depot with 
expertise and aroha and he has gifted the 
board with the time to ensure a suitable 
replacement of his very big shoes to fill.”

Covid-19 and the post-lockdown world 
had created many challenges for the Depot.

 “As trustees we are beginning succes-
sion planning along with a review of the 
future shape and place of the galleries,” 
said Taylor.

“Our bottom line remains that we are 
a grassroots creative community and that 
we support creatives across all practices 
to find a place and a voice in the local and 
arts environment.

“We are not alone in this. Like many 
others – businesses, community services 
and employees – we are attempting to find 
new ways of working that increase our 
resilience and support our sustainability,” 
Taylor said.

In Devonport, the Depot had begun a 
process of collaboration with other crea-
tive enterprises, which it was hoped would 
support and give impetus to ‘Buy Local’ 
campaigns.

“At the Depot we are currently explor-
ing how we can continue to offer services 
that now seem even more important. As 
other arts centres, such as Te Uru, Govett 
Brewster and Auckland Art Gallery, begin 

to bite the bullet on delivery of programmes 
and services, the Depot will also need to 
make changes,” Taylor said.

The Depot welcomed any ideas the 
Devonport community had for its future.

Since it formed more than two decades 
ago, the Depot has had around 2000 ex-
hibitions, had 1000 musicians and bands 
make recordings, and received more than 
350,000 visitors. It has published 78 edi-
tions of LOUD magazine and interviewed 
97 New Zealand cultural icons.

Long-time 
Depot manager to depart 

Sun 16 Aug at 2.30pm
PROGRAMME

Borodin In the Steppes of Central Asia
Brahms Double Concerto Op 102 A minor

Borodin Symphony No 2 B minor

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Street, Auckland City

SOLOISTS 
Amalia Hall  

& Ashley Brown
CONDUCTOR 

David Kay

Just a ferry trip to the first classical concert 
on a Sunday afternoon in the  

Centre of Auckland post lockdown
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When 16-year-old Ryan Wood began taking 
drama classes, he didn’t aspire to be the city’s 
next top Shakespearean actor or make it to 
Broadway. 

He just loved acting because he could ex-
plore different roles and found it was a way to 
escape the tedious routine of high-school life.

Ryan, who is in year 11 at Takapuna Gram-
mar School, has been cast in his first serious 
role, in the award-winning play, Skylight, set 
to hit the stage at the PumpHouse Theatre at 
the end of the month.

Not every teenage actor gets the opportu-
nity to play a supporting role in a full-scale 
production, but as nervous as Ryan is to 
perform, he has also worked hard to improve 
his acting skills.

Ryan has taken weekly drama classes at the 
Tim Bray Company Theatre since he was just 
eight years old, and has thoroughly enjoyed 
the glamour and excitement of on-stage pro-
ductions.

“Acting isn‘t the only thing I want to pursue 
in my life, but I want to see where it will take 
me,” he said.

Ryan’s mother Jenny, who he jokingly 
describes as his manager, can’t wait to see him 
perform in Skylight.

“Ryan has worked really hard and we are so 
proud of him,” she said. 

The last role Ryan had was in the Santa 
Claus Show in 2016. Since then he has au-
ditioned for television ads and continued his 
drama  classes.

His drama teacher for the last year, Suzy 
Sampson, is the Skylight director. 

He auditioned for the role of Edward, who 
is the son of Tom Sergeant, a rich restaurant 
owner grieving the passing of his wife and 
seeking consolation from a former lover.

 Ryan is excited to be taking on the role, in 
which he is required to adopt an English accent.

“Ryan was chosen because he showed a 
level of maturity needed for this very challen-
ging role and has a great understanding of his 
character,”said Sampson.

“We have found Zoom-call rehearsals to be 
an asset because they allow the actors to intera-
ct at a very personal level focusing on just one 
another. With added rehearsals in person, Ryan 
has gone from strength to strength.” 

Young actor wins role in play at the Pumphouse

Drawn to the stage... Ryan Wood has taken weekly drama classes since 
he was eight years old 

Devonport author Sheryl Beaumont has 
made the longlist of 12 authors competing for 
the Ngaio Marsh Award. The annual prize for 
best crime, mystery and thriller book will be 
announced in October.

Writing as S.L. Beaumont, her novel Sha-
dow of a Doubt has already won the 2020 Indie 
Reader mystery/suspense/thriller award .

Former Michael King Writers Centre resi-
dent J.P. Pomare is also a finalist for his novel, 
In the Clearing.

Beaumont on  
Ngaio Marsh longlist

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
House of Cardin (E) 95min NEW 
The Secret: Dare to Dream (PG) 107min NEW
Where’d You Go, Bernadette (M) 109min NEW
Calm with Horses (R18) 100min   
Shirley 107min 
Waves 135min 
Military Wives (M) 112min (31Jul–2Aug) ADVANCE SCREENINGS
The Man in the White Suit (1951) (G) 85min SPECIAL SCREENING 

COMING SOON 
Military Wives (M) 112min 6 AUG 
This Town (M) 91min 6 AUG 
Billy Liar (1963) (PG) 98min 6 AUG 
Romantic Road (PG) 81min 13 AUG 
Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope (1977) (PG) 125min 13 AUG
Top Dog Film Festival 2020 14 Aug 

VICTORIA 
THEATRE
DEVONPORT

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

AVAILABLE HERE NOW

VENUE HIRE
FREE VENUE HIRE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT PETER
PRICE | $2.495M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60592

This much cherished residence is finally available after 
33 years of happy times. Starting life in the 40’s as a 
cute cottage, extended in the late 80’s. Still going strong, 
clearly in need of TLC and some fresh ideas to unlock its 
undeniable potential, this property definitely presents an 
opportunity for the discerning buyer. It is well positioned 
to take in the most spectacular panoramic views one 
can acquire.

BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Capitalise on Amazing Clifftop View and Position 

PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188 | 445 3414

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT KIM
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60588

Rarely does a generous two bedroom, two bathroom 
property of this nature come to the market positioned 
for sun enjoying a quiet, serene environment. Boasting 
attention to detail and beautifully considered for easy 
modern day living, 15A Ascot presents a special 
opportunity for downsizers, first home buyers and 
investors. Seriously motivated vendor invites all offers. 

DEVONPORT | 15A ASCOT AVENUE | A Contemporary Sanctuary 

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT ALISON
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 6 AUGUST 2020 
AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9975

Get yourselves ready for the America’s Cup action here 
in this bespoke designer’s own apartment in Stratis on 
Lighter Quay. Fabulous views with Sky Tower the focal 
point. 127sqm on the water’s edge of Wynyard Harbour, 
right in the heart of our beautiful CBD waterfront. 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, the latest in innovation and 
technology including a Fibaro home automation system.

AUCKLAND CENTRAL | Glamorous Waterfront Condo | Lighter Quay 

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT KIM
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60591

This truly special five bedroom residence will be a 
pleasure to call home. Resting proudly on a north 
facing 835sqm site and boasting excellent dimensions 
for the family to grow, work and play, this home is a 
must see! Spacious semi open plan living, dining and 
a well-designed kitchen result in a simple and tranquil 
atmosphere, with views across Ngataringa Bay.

STANLEY BAY | 42 WATERVIEW ROAD | Exceptional Home With Commanding Views


