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Rugby fever... North Shore Rugby Club green blended with Blues colours as young fans from Devonport 
headed to Eden Park for the big Super Rugby Aotearoa match on Sunday

Blues a Shore thing

Glenice Taylor 
021 943 021

Gary Potter 
021 953 021

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

OPEN HOMES THIS WEEKEND

2 Roberts Ave | OPEN HOMES  Sat 2-2.30pm 
 Sun 10.30-11.00am 43a Aramoana Ave | OPEN HOMES  Sat/Sun 1-1.30pm

Auction 21 June at 11am (on site) Auction 5 July at 11am (on site)

Devonport’s Paradox Books had its ta-
kings stolen in broad daylight last week, 
leaving a bitter post-Covid-19 aftertaste. 

The theft of cash from the bookshop’s till 
took place last Monday (June 8). 

Staff were in the shop at the time. Owner 

Terrie Gray suspects the thief was “casing 
the shop” to slip in quickly when they were 
away from the counter.

Gray did not want to say how much was 
stolen, but said “bigger notes” were taken.

The theft highlights the lack of banking 

facilities in Devonport.
Gray usually drives to Takapuna for 

banking as she feels uncomfortable standing 
at an ATM feeding notes into the machine.

True crime: Paradox Books fleeced of till takings 

ALTOGETHER  BETTER

NO1 BAYLEYS 
DEVONPORT

Linda Simmons 
027 459 0957
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The old Devonport Borough Council 
building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant 
on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 711 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd: 
empty for 711 days

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

09 445 9800
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The Devonport mid-winter swim, which 
was off the calendar due to Covid-19 restric-
tions, will go ahead in September.

Co-organiser Donna Gustafson said 
spring seemed a better time this year as the 
rapid move into alert level 1 meant it was 
difficult to organise the event in a hurry and 
“we don’t really think we are able to ask for 

donations from the business community at 
this stage”.

The swim would be held on a weekend 
close to the spring equinox on 23 September. 
“There will hopefully be more surety by then 
and we can apply to council to host an event 
and have some fun,” she said.

Keep an eye on the Flagstaff for details.

The fence on the new Bean Rock-themed 
play tower in Windsor Reserve is safe, ac-
cording to Auckland Council.

Concerns were raised in the last Flagstaff 
(5 June) that the fence may have been too 
low.

However, Auckland Council head of op-
erations – community facilities, Paul Am-
aral, said: “The play structure is compliant 
with national playground-safety standards 
– these differ from the building code for 
residential or commercial buildings. 

“The railing on the first platform is one 
metre high. The drop from the platform to 

the safety surface is 2.6 metres. The other 
platforms and structures above this are 
enclosed,” he said.

The playground is nearly complete, with 
about two weeks’ work remaining, depend-
ing on weather. Work outstanding includes: 
installation of final safety surfaces, planting 
of two entry gardens and some decking 
sections.

Over $1 million ($992,000 plus GST) 
has been spent on the structure, including 
design, consent, demolition, earthworks, 
drainage, paths and play equipment in-
stalled so far. 

New playground
opening soon

‘Mid-winter’ swim 
now likely in spring

Editor  
a prizewinner 

Rob Drent, Editor of the Devonport Flag-
staff and Rangitoto Observer, placed third in 
the best-journalist category of the New Zea-
land Community Newspaper Association  
Awards announced this month. 

The Rangitoto Observer, which was 
launched in March 2019, placed third in the 
New Idea/ Innovation section,

A body was recovered from the water at 
Stanley Point on Monday. A member of the 
public notified the police around 2.25pm.

A police spokesperson said there did not 
appear to be any suspicious circumstances, 
but inquiries were continuing. 

The death had been referred to the Co-
roner.

Blair Park at the bottom of Stanley Point 
Rd was taped off. It is understood a blessing 
was held at the site by kaumatua.  

Body recovered 
at Stanley Point



June 19, 2020 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 3 

Welcome back to the 
Navy Museum 

Opening Hours
Navy Museum
10am - 4pm
Mon - Fri

Torpedo Bay Cafè
8am - 4pm

7 days from 20 June

Tudor Collins 
Photographic Exhibition
On now | Free admission

64 King Edward Parade - Devonport

Keen gardener Helen Beattie has come to a 
happy accord with a flock of doves that consider 
her Devonport backyard their favourite fly-by 
restaurant.  

For three years now, the birds have been 
popping in each day on the lookout for food. 
Initially, only a few flew in. But they now 
congregrate in their dozens on power lines and 
perch in her trees, more on cooler winter days 
when there is less to find in the wild.

“I planted tomato seeds last year – three times 
– and they got them every time,” says Beattie. 
The retired healthcare worker is forgiving be-
cause she finds pleasure in observing the birds. 

She has adapted her planting and now feeds 
out birdseed each day when she is at home.

The doves gather around her Mozeley Ave 
home from as early as noon, waiting several 
hours for afternoon tea. “I don’t recognise them 
all, but some I do,” she says. “When I’m in the 
garden they come to see what I’m doing, and 
look down from the trees.”

Where the doves roost is a mystery, but 
Beattie says they fly in from several directions, 
including from Calliope Rd and Abbotsford 
Tce. Some seem quite domesticated. “The girls 
are quieter. The boys are noisier, they’re oppor-
tunists looking for courtship all year round.”

Beattie has swotted up on the birds and says 
they are Barbary doves. The collared species 
hails originally from Africa or Eurasia and 
historically was used in religious ceremonies. 

Weighing only around 150gm, they are in 
white and buff or sandy and tan shades. She has 
counted as many as 52 waiting for a snack. “At 
this time of year they come in huge numbers.” 
During nesting season fewer gather.

Beattie avoids handling the doves, although 
once when she was talking to a neighbour over 
the fence, one perched on her head.  

“They’ve got to learn to forage, I’m just 
a top-up station,” says Beattie. “But there’s 
times of year when there’s no food around. 
They would have a hard life if people didn’t 
feed them.” 

She also helps out native birds and has a tui 
feeder. Fantails are also regular visitors. “When 
I open the compost bin, they’re there.”

Doves find a friendly perch in Devonport

Dove affair... Helen Beattie’s Mozeley Ave backyard has become a feeding station for Barbary doves
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Artless thieves steal banners from Rose Centre  

Hanging-banner art at the Rose Centre 
has been stolen just days after it was put up.

“It’s very disappointing,” said centre man-
ager John Davies.

“The blinding speed of it – the banners 
were hung on Friday and gone by Monday,” 
he said.

All the more depressing as “there has not 
been a single piece of vandalism or graffiti (on 

the building) since I got here three years ago.”
The four banner artworks were produced 

by the Youth Arts group, with assistance from 
a Devonport-Takapuna Local Board grant, .

Davies is hopeful the works may be recov-
ered if vandals took them and the canvases 
were dumped nearby.

The works, around two metres long, 
are “unusable” for anyone without a huge 

wall upon which to hang them, perhaps  “a 
millioniare with a mansion in Takapuna,” 
Davies said.

The banners cost between $1500 and 
$2000. If the artworks are not recovered or 
are found damaged, the Rose Centre would 
replace and rehang them through an insurance 
claim, or money from a benefactor.  

A mural is also planned inside the building. 

Art heist… the banners that brightened the Rose Centre for two days

Cash grabbed from bookshop

Daylight robbery… Paradox Books owner Terrie Gray was 
disappointed someone would steal from a small business in the 
immediate aftermath of the Covid-19 lockdown

She had banked at ANZ and then Westpac 
in Devonport, but both these banks have 
now closed their branches.

“I’d left the banking for a few days and 
the cash had built up a bit,” she said.

Gray has lodged the theft with police. Her 
insurance excess ruled out a claim to cover 
the cash that was taken.

The day after the theft, the shop was hit 
by a water leak and the following day a 
likely scammer turned up at the shop with 
a sob story to tell.

“Things tend to come in threes,” Gray 
said. 

From page 1 

ASB reopens, 
eventually

The Devonport branch of the ASB 
opened this week, having been closed 
since the Covid-19 lockdown.

Some locals had been concerned at 
the continued closure of Devonport‘s 
last remaining bank outlet.  

ASB executive general manager 
of retail banking Craig Sims said the 
branch had remained closed because 
branch teams were dealing with the 
task of contacting customers who 
needed urgent advice and guidance, 
as their Covid-19 support packages 
were ending.
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Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Banks busy but cautious
These low interest rates have encouraged a lot of enquiries for 

loans by large numbers of would-be buyers. And if they are young/
middle-aged, earning good PAYE income (especially in essential 
services) and have 20% deposit, they are welcomed with open arms 
and even attractive cashbacks. Just allow up to 10 days for approval 
turnaround, as banks are still short-staffed.

However if they are older in age, have [supposedly less reliable] 
self-employed income of less than one or two years and less than 
20% deposit, then it becomes more difficult to borrow as the banks 
are being very cautious in these uncertain times with a possible 
downturn looming. Speak with us as we may be able to help.

As a further sign of caution, we have yet to see any real [official] 
change to the removal of loan-to-value (LVR) rules of 80% for 
owner-occupied and 70% for investment properties. Some flexibility 
does exist though so check with us to see if it applies to you.

Interest rates have drifted a little lower with 2.69% for 2 years 
fixed being offered. One bank has reduced its carded floating rate 
to 3.40%, probably to the dismay of the big four banks, which have 
kept their floating books up around 4.50%.  

Covid-19 writing competition winners

   Dozens of entries were received for the 
Paradox Books Covid-19 lockdown poetry 
and short-story competition, which asked 
entrants to take ‘the future’ as a theme.
 The Flagstaff met the winners last week.
Singer-songwriter Diane Ponzio said of her 
entry: “It was much easier to write a poem 
than a song – it was wonderfully liberating 
for me.”

Aimee Rumball approached her work like 

a seasoned writer: “The first draft was really 
bad so I rewrote it.”

Pippi Duncan spent a couple of days on 
her short story, but found it “hard to keep the 
motivation up” under lockdown.

For her winning short story, Sadhana Na-
talikhan said she imagined what it would be 
like for her parents to catch Covid-19.

Emily Howcroft wrote her short story 
about astronauts. She had been learning at 

school about space and how rockets work. 
“When I think about the future I think about 
futuristic things like space rockets and cities 
in outer space.”

Meanwhile Daniel Twine focused on an 
optimistic view of the future in his short 
story, describing nature in a decade’s time 
and “with all the trees still there”.

• The winning entries are featured on  
pages 26 and 27. 

Plenty to write at home about... Winners of the Paradox Books Covid-19 writing competition received 
their prizes at the bookshop last week. From left: Aimee Rumball, Pippi Duncan, Diane Ponzio,  
Daniel Twine, Sadhana Natalikhan and Emily Howcroft.
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Saturday 
4th July 
9am–5pm

Good quality books can be 
dropped to Holy Trinity Hall, 
20 Church St, Devonport —  
Mon 29th June–Thursday 2nd 
July between 9am and 3pm
Please no encyclopedias or 
Readers’ Digest condensed books.
Enquiries to:  
admin@holytrinity.gen.nz
or phone 445 0328

Turbulent times – pilot flys into uncharted future
Chris Harvey is one of 300 pilots made redundant by  
Air New Zealand, as world travel has been shut down by Covid-19.  
He spoke to Janetta Mackay. 

From schoolboy days at Takapuna Gram-
mar School, Chris Harvey had his eyes set 
on a career as a pilot. Lift-off came early 
for the determined young man, but so too 
an abrupt grounding, when he became a 
Covid casualty losing his dream job at Air 
New Zealand.

After nearly 10 years flying overseas – 
including three years in hotspots for the 
United Nations – Harvey’s goal was “to 
come home and have a family and fly for 
the flag carrier”. 

That mission was partly accomplished 18 
months ago, when he began flying South 
Pacific routes for Air New Zealand. He 
and his fiancée Alexandra next bought a 
do-up in Hauraki, and added a dog to their 
household.  

Then came the devastating news that he 
would be one of 300 of the airline’s pilots 
to be made redundant, due to the pandemic. 

Harvey accepts he won’t be going any-
where far soon, and instead is branching 
out, with new appreciation of what his 
own parents went through when he was 
still at school.

Kevin and Christine Harvey ran the Taka-
puna Beach Holiday Park. When they were 
unable to secure a long-time lease extension 
on the property, they sold up in the early 
2000s. “I didn’t realise the impact of it, 
losing their business and house all at once.” 

The couple, who now live in Coatesville, 
started afresh and Harvey has come to ap-
preciate their resilience. They supported 
him in taking flying lessons as a teenager, 
and during lockdown he helped them with 
their current business, dealing in temporary 
shelters. These were used to house virus-
testing stations, so it was a busy time that 
happened out of the blue. 

“That’s what came out of the whole 
Covid thing: you don’t know what is going 
to affect you and how.”

While Harvey was personally down 

about Covid’s impact on aviation and the 
loss of jobs across so many sectors, he is 
determined to remain positive. “Never say 
never, is what came out of it to me.”

It was the same attitude that first took 
him overseas after attending flight school 
in Christchurch, and then working from 
Taupo on scenic trips and out of Gisborne 
internationally on low-level aerial survey-
ing flights. 

Harvey later based himself in Canada to 
build up experience in bigger planes, ending 
up working for a Toronto-based company 
that contracted to the United Nations. 

“At the time I didn’t realise it would be 
in such hotspots.” 

Flying in Central America, Africa and 
Afghanistan followed. In both Somalia and 
Afghanistan, he came under small-arms fire 
from the ground. Making medical evacu-
ations across the border from the Somali 
capital Mogadishu for six months has left 
ingrained memories. “I can still smell the 
skin and stuff burning.”

In Afghanistan, transport routes had to be 
varied for safety’s sake. For three months, 
he flew humanitarian flights moving cargo 
and passengers. Although the country was 
war-torn, from a four-engine turbo-prop 
aircraft above the mountains he also recalls 
it as “so beautiful”. 

One experience in the Afghan capital, 
Kabul, was particularly hair-raising. During 
elections, when independent supervisors 
were targeted, those on his UN base had to 
take cover. Following protocol, he grabbed 
his ‘go bag’ and headed for a bunker under 
a central hall. 

“When I got there, I thought I was the 
first person, but there were already 50 peo-
ple. I  thought, ‘how did they get there so 
quick?’” They all spent five hours holed up, 
with soldiers above fighting off insurgents.  

In Liberia, Harvey experienced his first 
pandemic scare, the deadly ebola virus that 

Flight disruption... Chris Harvey 
has had to ‘pivot’ into a different 
career   

2A FLEET STREET, 
DEVONPORT

PH 09 445 4574

AFTERBEFORE tamdentaldevonport@gmail.com
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was being held at bay, after an outbreak in 
neighbouring Sierra Leone. Precautions 
included dousings of hand sanitiser made 
from bleach.

In Hong Kong – where he worked for Ca-
thay Pacific for three years before coming 
home – local experience of a SARS (severe 
acute respiratory syndrome) outbreak and 
then a MERS (Middle East respiratory 
syndrome) scare meant the sort of hygiene 
measures urged under Covid-19 weren’t 
so surprising. 

Harvey is pleased New Zealand has 
staved off the virus and has closed its bor-
ders for now. But he says: “The world is 
not going to give up access to international 
markets and travelling freely,” and one day 
he hopes to take to the skies again. 

However, a surprise offer of work made 
the day after his redundancy notice has 
proved to be just the lift he needed. 

Sue Evans, the mother of a school friend, 
sounded him out about joining her in work-
ing as a real estate agent for Barfoot & 
Thompson in Milford. During lockdown, 
Harvey swotted up on the trade online and 
now just has to take an oral examination 
to finish his certification. He is determined 
to give this lucky break a good go in the 
years ahead, saying many of his pilot and 
life experience skills transfer to real estate. 

“I take from flying being able to under-
stand and listen, follow criteria and rules, 
plus the liability aspects.” He has also 
gained an appreciation of cultural differ-
ences from his adventurous career. 

To his “forced pivot” he would bring the 
bonus of being a local who was genuine in 
his love of the area he would be selling.

“My mindset of this is it’s opened up an 
opportunity to try something different.”

African adventures... Flying for 
the United Nations took Chris 
Harvey to many of the world’s 
hotspots  
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Victoria Bidwell
Luxury Property & Waterfront Specialist
021 947 080  I  victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

ALTOGTHER

Most agents follow the market but a few Top Performers lead it.  

If you want the best result for your property you need a leader and 
Top Performer who understands how to maximise the market. 
Victoria Bidwell is a consistent market leader and Bayleys National
Top Achiever who has consistently broken records and achieved 
top sales in all market conditions.

Specialising in Takapuna and Devonport Peninsula.
Contact Victoria for a confidential chat today 021 947 080

LEADING
THE MARKET
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NEW LISTING

Stanley Point 1 First Avenue

4 2 3 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 9 Jul 2020

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

View 2-2.45pm Sun 21 Jun

or by appointment

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

Joan Barton021 273 9930

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Classic and contemporary

The delightful street appeal of this elegant villa reflects the wonderful lifestyle within. The original

character has been enhanced with a modern extension blending harmoniously with the original and

flowing to the wide deck and garden. A spacious hall, glowing floors and high stud lead to the three

generous bedrooms and two substantial living rooms. The fourth bedroom is located in the

appealing garden cottage. The formal lounge features an open fire and wide double hung windows.

The family room adjoins the large modern kitchen and enjoys floor to ceiling doors opening to the

outdoor living. The east/west aspect ensures sunny summer days well into the evening and outdoor

living options year round. This immaculate home is a stroll to the city ferry, beach and school.

bayleys.co.nz/1451052

bayleys.co.nz
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Stanley Point 13 Second Avenue

5 3 2 3

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 9 Jul 2020

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

View3-3.45pm Sun 21 Jun

or by appointment

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Gracious villa with jetty and superb views

Sitting serenely on an expansive garden site with the direct water access and superb views this

elegant and charming home delivers an exceptional lifestyle. A large gracious veranda wraps

around the house complementing the huge deck at the rear which flows from the kitchen providing

a wonderful entertaining area with sun until it sets and fabulous harbour and city views. Five

bedrooms include a generous master suite on its own level with its beautiful bespoke bathroom and

doors to your private deck. The modern kitchen connects seamlessly to the living and dining room,

huge rumpus or media room and triple garaging. This home has so much presence, charm, unique

character and a private path down to the water with jetty and diving platform.

bayleys.co.nz/1451154

bayleys.co.nz



June 19, 2020 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 11 

NEW LISTING

Devonport 34 Hastings Parade

4+3 2+2 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 9 Jul 2020

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 1-1.45pm

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Home and hefty income

This unique Devonport property offers a family home plus investment property in-one. The 807sqm

estate offers a generous, four-bedroom family home and swimming pool at the front, as well as a

completely separate dwelling at the rear of the site comprising a spacious two-bedroom apartment

and a one-bed studio, plus garaging and plenty of off-street parking. Boasting bungalow-style

charm, the main home has been modernised and expanded over time to create a floorplan perfect

for families. And with the option to generate a combined rental income of over $1000 per week

from the rear dwelling, this is an incredible opportunity to seriously fund your mortgage or offer self-

contained accommodation for extended family and regular guests. View video online for more.

bayleys.co.nz/1470311

bayleys.co.nz
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Bayswater 19A Bayswater Avenue

4 2 2 2

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 2 Jul 2020

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

View Sat/Sun 11.30am-12pm

Kathryn Robertson021 490 480

kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Bayswater at its best!

This good looking, modern home close to the Bayswater Marina, offers four bedrooms, two living

areas, two bathrooms (plus guest toilet), and every modern comfort effortlessly blended together

over two levels, tucked down a driveway. The house itself is warm, has double glazing and requires

little maintenance, and inside it is light and inviting. The perfect place to host family and friends from

the well-appointed kitchen, living and dining areas, with good connection to the northfacing

garden. A double internal access garage for the toys, and a CV of $1.6m – very good buying,

highlighting the best of Bayswater.

bayleys.co.nz/1451151

Devonport 30 Mozeley Avenue

3 1 1 1

Expressions of Interest (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 8 Jul 2020

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

View Sat & Sun & Wed 12-12.45pm

Helen Michell 021 210 3228

helen.michell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Adorable, affordable and available now!

Do you want a character home, walkable to everything, without paying a king’s ransom? This villa

has worked well to raise a family, with three big bedrooms and oodles of natural light. Comfortable

as is, there’s potential to add value over time if you wish. The real bonus is a delightful attic room

with 360 degree views – a home office, hobby room, or teenagers’ retreat? Hunker down with the

cozy wood-burner, or relax on the sheltered and private north-facing deck. The garden is safely

fenced, with raised beds to supply you with fresh veggies, plus there’s room for a trampoline out

front. If you want to live the Devonport dream and create your own slice of heaven, there’s a

leisurely lifestyle and a warm community waiting to welcome you right here and now.

bayleys.co.nz/1470312

bayleys.co.nz
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Stop searching. Start living.
Stylish new homes in the heart of Belmont.
Call 021 888 133 to book a viewing today.

NGW0048 Oneoneroa Press_HP_120x171mmW_Flagstaff_Rangitoto Observer.indd   1 29/05/20   4:38 PM

A broken finger didn’t stop Andre 
Smirnov from Belmont Intermediate 
School pulling off another winning per-
formance on his accordion.  

The determined Year 8 student was 
recently judged best in his age group at 
the South Pacific Accordion Champion-
ships. “It kind of hurt, but I had some 
medicine beforehand,” said Andre, who 
had suffered the injury in a playground 
fall just five days before the annual event.  

School deputy principal Claire Janes 
said he showed “resilience” in compe-
ting.  

The instrument requires use of both 
hands and pulling on the bellows. 

Andre’s mother Alex said he was 
determined to play, having done well in 
competition before.

In 2019, Andre also picked up an 
AIMES music award through the North 
Harbour Club. That came with a cash 
prize, which allowed his mother to buy 
him a better accordian. 

A proper piano is on her savings list, 
with Andre already a Grade 7 player, but 
hindered somewhat in working on an 
electronic keyboard at home. “He needs 
pedals,” she says. 

Andre, aged 12, came to the accor-
dion five years ago through the Music 
Education Centre, where he was already 
learning piano. 

But it’s also part of his family heritage. 
His great-grandfather played the button 
accordion. 

“It was a really popular instrument in 
parts of Europe, in Italy and France,” he 
explains. 

For his competition win, he played a 
set classical piece and then chose a lively 
work called Gypsy Dance. Andre says the 
appeal of music is “the enjoyment, the 
creativity of it”. 

He played keyboard in a rock group at 
Hauraki Primary School and enjoys liste-
ning to songs and trying them out himself.  

The championships were judged at the 
Rose Centre in Belmont under Covid-19 
level 2 conditions, without an audience. 

Competitors from Australia, including 
a friend of Andre’s, were unable to attend 
this year.  

The pandemic has also forced the 
cancellation of a trip Andre had hoped to 
make to play in Los Angeles.

Competing internationally is one of 
Andre’s aims. 

Lockdown allowed plenty of practice 
time and online lessons. Exams loom later 
in the year. 

 Andre’s future plans include studying 
both science and music. He is in an accele-
rated class at school and enjoys chemistry.

Next year he will attend Takapuna 
Grammar School.

Keyboard whizz overcomes unlucky break

Digital champ... Andre Smirnov  
won in his age group at the South
Pacific Accordion Championships despite 
breaking his finger just days earlier
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Getting through the Covid-19 crisis

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

Ex-pres grateful 
for RSA parcel
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Nicole Plewinski PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E nicole.plewinski@harcourts.co.nz

I was interested to read your 
notes about a water-tank pilot 
programme in Devonport (Flagstaff 
22 May and 5 June).

Yes,  Watercare current ly 
has concerns about a looming 
water crisis. However because 
Watercare identifies itself as a 
‘water provider’, it’s not there for 
water betterment. 

Therefore, Watercare does not 
particularly care for more holistic 
methods of water management, 
such as using rain tanks. Even in 
a city like Auckland, where rain 
tanks can make a big difference. 
That’s wrong.

It’s up to individual property 
owners to take the initiative to 
install a rain tank. But this should 
have been normal practice for 
decades.

As for council’s Healthy Waters 
department, I get the impression 
there is no one there to drive 
rainwater-collection ideas for the 
city. (I used to work there.) 

But I'm somewhat puzzled by 
the overpaid  CEO types. Those 
with influence never talk about 
the subject – nor make it happen.
Peter Nagels 

During the Covid-19 four-week level-4 
lockdown, I was surprised one day to find 
a parcel left on my doorstep. On opening 
it, I found a loaf of bread, fruit and other 
items, consisting of a meal for two. 

The box label read “Eat My Lunch 
Devonport RSA Easter Pack, especially 
for Jimmy and Ngaire Jones”. 

I rang the RSA and thanked them, and 
was told RSA members over 70 years of 

age received these food parcels.
Considering the RSA has lost its Poppy 

Day appeal through the Covid-19 shut-
down this year, I thought this was very 
generous. 

The Poppy Day Trust relies on Poppy 
Day money, to carry out the RSA motto. 

“People helping People.” 
Former RSA president 
Jimmy Jones

I  believe Devonport would really benefit 
from the street proposal for Clarence St 
(Flagstaff, 22 May). 

Many wonderful cities in Europe have 
adopted the shared ‘pedestrian plus car’ 
streets. Paving the streets naturally slows 
the traffic, making it safer for pedestrians. 
But it doesn’t preclude parking as we have 
always done. 

A few more planters combined with seat-
ing will help to make for a more vibrant 
community hub in Devonport, drawing 
more people to support our retail. Let’s do 
this Devonport!
Rachel Dodd

No real interest 
from council 

bodies in water 
conservation

Devonport 
needs to follow 
Europe’s lead
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Letters 
to the 
Editor

Letters are welcome.  They should be on Devonport-related 
topics. Nom-de-plumes or submissions without a name will 
not be printed. Email to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  
or post to Devonport Flagstaff, PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

Bayswater Matariki Festival
Saturday 27 June & Sunday 28 June 

Bayswater School and surrounds
Bayswater School wants to bring the commu-
nity together to celebrate the Ma-ori New Year 
in a mini, fun-filled festival. Saturday 27 June 
5-8pm: Matariki Lights Trail (Bayswater Ave & 
around), Food Trucks & Kapa Haka Sunday 28 
June 10am-1pm: Cultural Workshops for adults 
and tamariki, baked goods and refreshments 

for sale (at Bayswater School)

Devonport DraMa teen Class 
presents “GothiC”
Friday 26 June 7:00pm,  

Saturday 27 June 11:00am and 3:00pm
The Rose Centre, School Road, Belmont

The Rose Centre is now open, working to alert 
level 1 guidelines. Gothic, is the story of the 
night Lord Byron challenged Mary Shelley to 
write a horror story in one night. By morning 
she had the first draft of Frankenstein. Watch 

as vampires and the undead come to life 
before your eyes. 90 minutes. PG

Please book at the Rose Centre in person  
or on 09 445 9900. Cost: $10, family: $40

Devonport CoMMunity house 
sChool holiDay proGraMMe

Monday 6 July to Friday 17 July, 8am-6pm 
Devonport Community House, 

32 Clarence St, Devonport
A fun-filled school holiday programme for 
5-13-year-olds. Book just one day or every 

day, it’s up to you. Places are limited so book 
early! 1 child $52.50, siblings $50 each +  

additional fees for some activities.

winter Fun presChool play
Fridays, 24 July – 30 October 

(including school holidays), 9:30am–11:00am 
The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont

Toddler time to play with big toys, be active 
and make new friends. Sessions are casual/free 
entry, caregiver supervision required. For more 

info, visit www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Bodyline    by Guy Body
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In those long lockdown weeks, Simon 
Sheen’s thoughts often turned to ‘his’ island, 
just waiting out there in the sparkling Hauraki 
Gulf. 

As the man who’s spent years bringing 
together the helping hands that are restoring 
and replanting Motuihe, he wondered what 
happened when the work schedule stopped and 
the weeds were left to themselves.

The island turned out to be in pretty good 
shape after weeks without the usual attention, 
says Sheen. The weeds were certainly flourish-
ing, but as Sheen sailed out with the first of the 
returning volunteer crews on a recent perfect 
Sunday morning, the group felt charmed by a 
pod of orca encountered on their way to picking 
up where the good work had left off.

Twenty years ago, Sheen couldn’t have 

guessed that Motuihe Island and it’s resto-
ration would become a passion and huge 
personal commitment alongside a busy career 
in finance. 

But something about the sound of life in 
New Zealand pushed this Englishman to look 
beyond life in a quiet part of Kent. So he and 
wife Kate sold up and moved here with their 
two small boys, Charlie and Harry, to explore 
a life in a new country.

“We loved it,” says Sheen, “We didn’t want 
to have a foot in both countries, so there we 
were with two kids and no jobs but our leap 
of faith has worked out very well.”

Never keen on noise and cars, Sheen who 
rides a bike, says the Narrow Neck neighbour-
hood offers the perfect lifestyle while giving 
easy access to work in the city. As well as to 
the Hauraki Gulf islands.

“I look back on arriving here with a young 
family and no job. I went up and down Queen 
St with my CV knocking on doors.”

Sheen landed a job at BNZ bank, where 
these days he has international trade under 
his wing.

And soon after, it was the bank’s family 
Christmas outing in 2003 that landed him on 
Motuihe Island. Sheen was enchanted.

“To me it was just the most marvellous 
place.”

Thanks to the bank, he found his way 
back to Motuihe a couple of years later on a 
volunteer tree-planting trip organised by his 
department.

“I was hooked. It’s just a paradise with 

everything you could possibly want, plus the 
chance to get involved in something really 
worth doing. Surely everyone would want to 
come, I thought.” 

It’s a thought he’s often chuckled over as 
he’s doggedly pursued would-be volunteers 
over the years since. 

The restoration of the island began in 2000, 
with the formation of a partnership between 
the Motuihe Island Restoration Trust and the 
Department of Conservation. 

The island was infested with rats, rabbits and 
invasive pest plants. Only around 20 per cent 
was then still in bush and the target was set to 
bring the island back to more like 80 per cent 
bush cover, through the efforts of volunteers.

Planting started in 2003, and by 2005 the 
island had been declared pest-free. 

It became apparent that finding volunteers 
and getting them organised to help effectively 
would be a vital role for the success of the 
project. And who better to ask than a busy man 
with kids and a full-on job in the city?

“I leapt into the job without much idea of 
what I was in for,” laughs Sheen. 

At last count there had been 440,000 plants 
established from seed sourced on the island, 
propagated in the nursery there and planted out 
on former pasture. The swelling bird popula-
tion now includes kiwi, kakariki, saddleback, 
tui and whiteheads.

The next steps for the forest will include 
bringing in the larger canopy trees.

“It’s now 20 years in and about 20 years to 
go, at a guess,” says Sheen.

Independent Financial Advice
Individuals and Businesses
Call me for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.

Island’s lure inspires passion for restoration
Simon Sheen wrangles the teams of volunteers helping return native bush and birds to Motuihe in the Hauraki 
Gulf. He tells Helen Vause that there’s jobs for all types – and no such thing as a bad day on the island. 

Island nights... a banker in his day job, Narrow Neck’s Simon Sheen spends much of his spare time 
coordinating work days on Motuihe 
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“The volunteers have been absolutely criti-

cal to this project. It’s just amazing to be able 
to say that every seed collected, every plant 
raised from that and every plant established has 
all happened at the hands of volunteers. That 
and the endless weeding and so much more.

“It has been a pretty stunning result and I 
do just love the fact that the community has 
done all this.”

Over the years, teams of volunteers have 
gone to the island on Wednesdays and Sun-
days, with 35 to 40 trips annually, taking from 
six to 60 people, totalling at least a thousand 
people each year.

When Sheen sat down at nights and week-
ends to push recruitment of volunteers and 
coordinate their island work days, he found it 
was no small task. People were keen for sure, 
but getting them there, together, on the right 
day has Sheen tied to computer and phone 
at home, putting those countless successful 
working parties together. As the task has 
grown, Sheen has been able to pull back in 
his bank job to working a nine-day fortnight, 
giving him a regular extra day to devote to 
keeping those helping hands coming. 

Is it a bit like herding cats? “Ah, yeah, 
sometimes,” laughs the diplomatic Sheen. 
“I’ve learned a lot and I suppose being patient 
is part of it.”

While some make the trip regularly for a 
day’s work on the island, many come in large 
annual corporate groups, from a network 
developed by Sheen.

“People are keen but I find they’re a lot more 
likely to actually come in an organised group 

that might be a firm’s volunteer day.”
On the island there’s something for eve-

ryone to help with, from the more strenuous 
planting and weeding work to helping with 
nursery work like potting up plants.

“Quite simply, all of humanity can turn up 
and we cater for all types. Some work like 
trojans, some find the lure of a swim on a hot 
day too tempting and some are utterly knack-
ered just by the time they’ve walked up to the 
planting area. I’ve found the young lawyers 
are the keenest and the fittest.”

Canvassing abilities is a big part of Sheen’s 
role, as is getting the right people to do suitable 
tasks. “Every trip over there is different. Eve-
ryone’s experience of their day on the island 
is different. But by the time the boat is passing 
Brown’s Island on the way over, I’ve mixed 
and mingled enough to know pretty much how 
the day will go with the group we’ve got.”

Tales of days on the island mostly stay 
on the island, but the tactful Sheen shares 

a few stories.
Like the one about the woman who turned 

up in high heels. Or the day a couple of lawyers 
managed to get left behind, despite very clear 
messages on the departure time.

“We’d already left when a couple of blokes 
were seen running down the hill waving franti-
cally. They managed to get a boatie to come 
after us and we picked them up at Islington 
Bay.”

These days, it’s a bit harder to get volunteers 
onto the island. With the wharf recently clos-
ing temporarily, the trip now usually includes 
hopping out of a tender onto the beach.

“In a way, trying to get volunteers is a 
bit like being in the entertainment business, 
because we are competing with so many 
other attractions and things for people to do 
with their time. I certainly still have to work 
on learning more about what works best for 
people, what would motivate them and how to 
keep making it attractive to come.”

He knows a lot of valuable feedback prob-
ably walks off the boats at the end of a day, 
but that’s data he doesn’t have the resource 
to gather.

“Education is a huge part of what we’re 
doing, and I’m happy if they go away with 
more knowledge of what we’re doing and the 
realisation they can make a difference.

“It’s a wonderful thing to be part of getting 
such a stunning result on this community 
project. For me, there’s no such thing as a bad 
day on that island,” says Sheen, before whiz-
zing away on his bike to the ferry and his day 
job in the city.

“Every trip over 
there is different. 

Everyone’s 
experience of their 
day on the island 

is different.”

15 Derby St, Devonport
Ph (09) 445 8716

admin@waitematagolf.co.nz

Need coffee?
Visit www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz/ 
waitemata-golf-club-app/  
on your phone to access our new app!
Order and pay online, then pick up  
from the safe area in our café.
Bookings at our course can also be made  
via the app and through our website:  
www.waitematagolf.co.nz

Please check our website for  
all current updates on the  
operating status of our course.

All golf-related enquiries: mark@theclubroom.co.nz 
All social enquiries, including room hire: thewaitematabar@gmail.com  

This is a very popular course and bookings are essential. 

SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE
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Passengers liners are not causing problems 
for the ferries at the moment, courtesy of 
Covid-19. But in the light of the debate over 
conflict between the two in the past couple of 
years, you might be interested in the second 
paragraph of this column (right) from a NZ 
Herald of 1926. 

The more things change...
Jim Eagles

It’s an unfortunate sign of council priorities 
when Auckland Transport’s parking ticketers 
start back before all our libraries and other 
community facilities have reopened. 

And, in a cynical move reminiscent of 
Rogernomics, many of our parks and some 
community facilities are being lined up for sale. 

The community protesting is seen as an ob-
stacle by Panuku, gutters are foul, toilet blocks’ 
maintenance cut back, shopping centres such 
as Takapuna in disarray, and important public-
transport initiatives cut back. 

At a time of intensive development in the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area, Lake 
Rd upgrading (which could be improved to 
encourage public transport),  has been deferred 
for 13 years and Milford’s water upgrades have 
been set back.  

Our heritage buildings are being threatened 
with schedule downgrades. We are asked to 
decide whether the rate increase is 2.5 per cent 
or 3.5 per cent, and at the same time (I am reli-
ably informed) interest on council borrowing 
exceeds $1 million a day.

 TINA [there is no alternative] is not an 
option: there are are always alternatives. We 
should be investing in climate-change initia-
tives, public-transport enhancements, sustain-
ability, water-quality and other environmental 
projects and initiatives designed to improve the 
lives of everyone in our community.

We should demand the ability to make deci-
sions about our own community. It is time to 
shrug off the bloat, look forward and move 
forward.
Grant Gillon 

Letters 

Forget TINA: there are alternatives

Harbour clash 
has long history

Right when we are allowed to use 
our buses again, Auckland Transport 
(AT) comes up with the bright idea 
to scrap the 806/807 routes. But to 
keep AT Local!

Thanks a bunch, AT. I wrote over a 
year ago describing the joy of finally 
having once more a proper bus 
service on our local routes, which 
had been busless for decades. 

I was, however, concerned at the 
folly of introducing AT Local at the 
same time. What with the lack of 
publicity about the new bus services, 
and the ineptitude of AT as regards 
the real-time board and the bus stop 
signage, I feared then that the local 
buses were doomed.

Was I right?
Public consultation about which 

service will stay, will now be held, 
says AT. Great – but nowhere is there 
any information about where, when, 
with whom, or how this consultation 
will take place.

The AT Local riders are obviously 
easy to contact, being signed up. 
Is that where the consultation is 
going on? What about the bus 
users? I have seen no evidence of 
consultation at any stage, despite 
using the buses every day since we 
were allowed to do so.

There are only two buses serving 
Devonport, the local one on the 
806/807 Stanley Point-Cheltenham-
Devonport Wharf route, and the 
one on the 814 Takapuna-Akoranga 
route.

Two buses, two drivers. You’ll see 
them on their runs. The six AT Local 
vehicles and all their drivers are 
often seen parked up, waiting for a 
call. They are a world-first service, 
trumpets AT repeatedly – great 
idea, beautiful new vehicles bought 
especially for the service. 

Following no less than three “six-
month trial” periods, they are now on 
an 18-month “trial period”, together 
with their “special introductory 
fares”. How many such trials do 
they need? When does the real fare 
schedule cut in?

And does the newly instigated 
18-month trial period, starting last 
month, indicate that AT has already 
made up its mind about which 
service will stay?

We have one local Devonport bus. 
Please let us keep it.
Miriam Beatson

Please, 
let us keep  

our bus

ALLSTARS
school holiday programmes

Out of the house and on to the stage!

A week of singing, dancing and acting, leading up 
to showcase performances - allstars.co.nz

THE ROSE CENTRE
Belmont

7 - 11 July 14 - 18 July

NEWTON CENTRAL
Auckland CBD
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By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

A chalk ‘Black Lives Matter’ mural created 
on the wall leading into the village a couple of 
weeks ago (picture, page 33) has proved a major 
talking point, and rightly so. It even made the 
New Zealand Herald, which seemed to suggest 
that if protests over George Floyd’s death in 
Minneapolis at the hands of police had reached 
sleepy old Devonport, they had truly gone global.

The Flagstaff tried to arrange an interview 
with the artists and photograph them next to 
the mural. But after initially seeming keen 
they backed off “feeling unsafe”,  largely due 
it seems to some of the comments directed at 
them on the often-septic Devonport Locals 
Facebook page.

This is a shame. Young people (and others) 
engaging in international issues and how they 
transpose locally are to be encouraged. Cynics 
would ask what Floyd’s death has to do with 
New Zealand and Devonport. This is naïve. 

As with Covid-19, globalisation spreads 
what is happening in one country quickly to 
the attention of others. If events in the US can 
inspire thought and discussion about racism 
in New Zealand, and across the globe, it is 
massively positive. 

Does racism exist locally? I would say most 
definitely. I’ve seen watch-your-back style 

posts on Devonport Locals along the lines of 
“there’s a couple of Maori guys driving around 
in a car acting suspiciously”.

Strangely, the wall where the mural has 
been drawn is across the road from China-
man’s Hill – no doubt the name has an interest-
ing, possibly non-PC origin. It is listed on a 
directory of North Shore place names as dating 
before 1958, and was formerly the northern 
part of Bartley Terrace. Does anyone know 
more about its history?

The lack of attention paid to water con-
servation through the provision of tanks in 
new-build houses and retrofitting into exist-
ing homes has been picked up by Radio New 
Zealand and other national media. 

After an initial favourable response from 
Auckland Council’s Healthy Waters to the 
Flagstaff’s idea of running a water-tank pilot 
on the Devonport peninsula, a meeting has 
been put on hold, and a rescheduling has gone 
radio silent. 

Slashes to Healthy Waters’ spending in 
Auckland Council’s Emergency Budget will 

no doubt put paid to any new innovations, 
which is a shame.

One of the few water-conservation meas-
ures implemented by Auckland Council is to 
turn off showers at beaches and swimming 
pools, much to the consternation of swim-
mers who maintain they would need to have 
a shower at home, so there is no actual saving.

Coincidentally, we’ve been told the taps 
have running pretty freely at local schools, 
with  handwashing becoming part of kids’ rou-
tines.  Will this, and the use of hand sanitiser, 
become part of children’s lives now? Time will 
tell. I’m not so sure – I’ve sold all my shares 
in hand-sanitiser companies.

With Lake Rd now clogged (at greater rates 
than before?), bars and restaurants open, golf-
course walks restricted to early morning or 
dusk when the balls aren’t flying, lockdown 
memories in Devonport are quickly fading. 

We had this picture of New World’s car-
park rain cover ready to go, but never ran it 
before the shelter was dismantled. Here it is 
for posterity.
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Devonport 09 445 2010 
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club 
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Today is the 26th of March 2030, and I 
remember a time when I wondered what the 
future would hold.

I am an astronaut, and my job is dangerous, 
and unpredictable. But I love it. The thrill, the 
excitement, the feeling of rising up as the anti-
gravity kicks in… it’s amazing.

 Currently, I’m strapped into the black rocket 
seat, waiting for take-off. A small voice issues 
from the speaker next to me. “Ready for take-
off?” it asks. I nod. “Taking off in three... two... 
one… BLAST OFF!” 

The support beams fall away, and the space-
craft rockets away from Earth. I see the clouds 
whip past like diving swans, and soon I can see 
the thin haze of the Earth’s atmosphere. I get the 
familiar feeling of flying and falling at the same 
time, and I smile. I’m back. I think to myself. 
I’m where I belong. 

I jolt forward as the spacecraft judders. 
What’s that? I wonder, with worry and fear 

building inside me. My world seems to be tak-
ing flight around me, and I’m feeling slightly 
dizzy now. 

The air starts to thin, but I’m not paying 
attention. As a small red warning sign on the 
spaceship’s dashboard flashes on and off, my 
eyes widen.

 I unstrap myself and race to the back of the 
capsule. Resting my shoulder against the metal, 
I push hard on the wall. A small silver pipe gives 
way immediately.

 To an ordinary person it looks like a plain 
pipe, but I know better. I look around in panic, 
and my eyes spot a small glowing patch in 
the bunks.

 I move towards it, and suddenly flames en-
gulf me. The spacecraft has exploded. I freefall 
towards Earth, and my brain fills with panic. 

I’m falling towards Earth and I have no way 
of stopping. 
Emily Howcroft

Remember
I called my future self, 
But she couldn’t come to the phone.
She’s 22, and busy figuring out who 
she is,
But I called again and she picked up.
I asked what it was like,
Are there flying cars? 
Is there a cure for cancer?
Are you starting to forget the past?
And she told me everything,
I can’t tell you what she said.
It’s a secret, you’ll just have to see for 
yourself,
But I can give you a warning.
In ten years time,
Don’t forget the old days.
The mistakes woven into human nature,
Or replace your heart with a machine.
We are not without fault,
And there are hard times ahead.
But you can pull through,
Be brave, and carry on when things 
get tough.
Look forward, but look back too,
Remember the sunkissed summers.
Where it was just you, sitting in the 
park,
By that old tree stump, playing with 
acorns.
Remember where you came from,
But set your sights to the horizon.
And watch the sun rise,
A new dawn for humanity.

   Aimee Rumball

In the Paradox Books writing competition, held over lockdown, Emily Howcroft won 
for the best short story in the age 8-12 category, Aimee Rumball the winning poem 
in the same age group; Pippi Duncan won best story and Daniel Twine best poem 
among those aged 13-19;  Sadhana Natalikhan’s was best story and Diane Ponzio’s 
best poem in the over-19 category. 

A job with its ups and downs

Today
“Today is the 2nd of March 2030 and I 

remember that time when –” Scratch that. 
I erase the numbers, rubber crumpling the 

thin paper of my English book. Rewrite: 2020. 
The day in the date stays a blank space. I don’t 
think I can remember what day it is.

Hey, journal. Today is somewhere near the 
end of March, 2020.

Tap-tap-tap. Blunted pencil against desk. 
We’re not supposed to write about the 
obvious.

Starting over: today there was no noise. 
At all. Living in Bayswater you don’t ever 
notice the noise of the motorway, humming: 
until it isn’t there. After rush hour, you might 
feel the lessening of that noise press at you, 
open up and yawn at your back like the 
emptiness before a trust fall. There’s no rush 
hour anymore. No traffic, no cars. And the 
absence of noise is deafening.

No, but there are the people next door. I 
hear them talking sometimes, across fences 
and front decks, windowsills dripping with 
laundry and flaking paint and sun. Kids 
scream from backyards. Adults holler. Dogs 
howl. 

I never realised we had so many neighbours. 
If not for the deserted motorway across 
the harbour, today almost could have been 
Sunday– or summer, packed with holiday 
and motion.

What else?
I’ve been doing everything with my 

brother. We go to the shops and do our chores 
and cycle round the town in our own little 
bubble. 

Today, we spotted dolphins! Their breathing 
shot plumes from the water and exploded in 
a glittering fog. My phone captured only 

pathetic flashes, so I told my brother the 
dolphins were magic, too strange and rare 
to ever be caught on camera, invisible in 
glass, like vampires. He laughed at me. But 
somehow it doesn’t matter as much to get 
laughed at any more.

And hey, journal, today doors were open 
everywhere in Devonport. Not in stores, no. 
Houses.

Hear me out: the design of a Devonport 
house is one central hallway with offshoots, 
and this hallway arrows down from the front 
door to the back garden, meaning, you leave 
the front door open, you let the whole of the 
house walk out. Sort of. Out go flinging the 
echoes of footsteps on wooden floors, TV 
and radio static, the green smells of cooking. 

So, cycling through the neighborhood 
today, Devonport seemed like it was made 
of paper: white fences, white weatherboards, 
and people’s lives and voices thrown out from 
front doors.

This is starting to make less sense. Maybe 
I should stop here.
Pippi Duncan

In ten years’ time,
The trees will still flourish
The birds will still chirp
And the sun will still entice us out to play
In ten years’ time,
The grass will still grow
The water will still run
And clouds will still grow dark before 
it rains
In ten years’ time,
The spring will still create new life
The autumn will still leave trees bare
And winter will still chill us while the 
summer will still warm us
In ten years’ time,
Nature will carry on
Nature will support us when we need it
For nature doesn’t grow wrinkles as 
time goes on
In ten years’ time,
One thing will be clear to us
Nature doesn’t need humans
Humans need nature

   Daniel Twine

In 10 years’ time
I will forget to remember these days in 
limbo
Each one like a lazy Sunday
repeated and repeated
In 10 years’ time
They are containers of afterthoughts
screwed shut and stored in silence 
somewhere
In 10 years’ time
Right, wrong, good, and bad stand like 
sunflowers
on a field of black tarmac

Writing competition

In 10 Years’ Time

The lockdown orphans only some will 
claim
In 10 years’ time
I will recall the equal measures of joy and 
disappointment when it ended
To-do’s not done but let’s have a coffee
Shovel ready
In 10 years’ time
I will have carried the weight of this time
When nothing was wasted
and everything appreciated

   Diane Ponzio
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26 March 2020 – 78 new cases, 283 total
Today is the 26th of March 2030 and 

I remember that time when our nation, 
watching the unfolding of a pandemic 
throughout the world, made an extraordi-
nary decision and went into lockdown. As 
we crowded around our televisions, mobile 
phones and laptops, like a war was about 
to behold us, we listened with attention 
and commitment as we were instructed to 
stay home, stay safe and stay local. A lethal 
coronavirus was lurking and could cause a 
catastrophe in our small country if we did 
not take heed.

For my father it was a simple instruction, 
but he made a decision to step out of his 
home that week. It wasn’t for reason of 
being disobedient, or even ignorant, for 
that matter. In fact he had been more than 
and beyond, a law-abiding citizen. A civil 
servant and follower of rules by nature, he 
was not your standard lawbreaker. He had 
never been one to evade taxes or cheat the 
system. 

He was clear in his faculties and knew the 
requirements that his government deman-
ded of him at that time, but he lived with 
my mother, his lifelong love, and when she 
made requests he found it difficult to put his 
nation’s priorities over hers.

So that morning, when he could see the 
lockdown looming and while my mother 
was checking the grey hairs embedded 
in her scalp and after she had searched 
every nook and cranny in her bathroom, 
she forced him to go to the pharmacy and 
buy hair dye. 

He told her that there were rules in the 
country now due to a virus and because of 
their ages, 87 and 83 respectively, he was 
forbidden from leaving their home.

“But you don’t understand,” she had said, 
as she parted her hair to display the grey.

“It’s not important,” he explained. “You 
look fine as you are.”

“Well I don’t like this,” she replied. “It 
will take you five minutes. Don’t linger or 
loiter or visit anyone, just in and out.” She 
handed him the box. “Quick, go now.”

And that’s when he picked up his keys 
and left.

I’d been calling my parents daily since Ja-
cinda had asked the elderly to stay home and 
self-isolate, partly to check that they were 
not flouting the rules but also to reassure 
them that this was for the good of everyone, 
especially the likes of themselves. Italy’s 
death toll was soaring by the minute and 
now Iran, and we could not afford to take 
any risks. The virus was highly contagious, 
and dying with it would be a lonely, not 
to mention, heartbreaking experience for 
family members.

Mostly, they seemed to comprehend, 
washing their hands incessantly and staying 
indoors. So I could not understand when I 
phoned and learned Dad had left the house.

I asked her where he had gone and she 

said she wasn’t sure, “He could be wate-
ring the garden, but she thought the car 
had gone.”

“He is not meant to be anywhere but 
home though,” I had explained. “He is 
meant to stay indoors.”

“Is he?” she asked me. “But I don’t think 
he is sick. He’s okay. You know your father, 
robust as nails.”

I had tried to be patient with her, but was 
fearful and confused by what was going 
on and what it meant for them and myself.

“Do you think he has gone to the super-
market?” I demanded.

“Yes, maybe. I’m not sure,” she replied. 
“Best you call his mobile,” she suggested.

“Don’t worry, I will do that.”
I shouted down the phone to my father.
“I just popped out to buy hair dye.”
“Dad, you are crazy. Do you know how 

dangerous it is out there for you right now?”
“Yes.” he murmured, embarrassed. 

“But you know your mother, I could never 
refuse her.”

Wednesday 27 March 2020 – 85 new 
cases, total cases 368

Dad developed a cough and a sore throat 
the day after. It seemed clichéd and text-
book that he should leave the house for 20 
minutes and begin coughing so soon after.

“You need to be tested,” I told him, but 
he couldn’t get through to the Healthline 
and I was afraid to take him to a testing 
station, so it seemed the cruellest thing to 
do (at a time when I was meant to be kind), 
but I went to pick up mum. I turned up on 
their doorstep, mask and gloves donned 
and, without hugging or going near them, 
I headed straight to my parents’ room and 
packed her bag. I could see my father’s eyes 
filled with tears.

“It’s only while you isolate and until you 
get tested – 14 days is their advice. Please 
keep trying the health line and please do 
not go out.” I was terrified of losing them.

In light of the way the virus was sprea-
ding throughout the world and how the dise-
ase worked, it seemed like an illogical idea 
in hindsight. If truth be told, I was being 
as negligent as he had been, for he would 
have infected her already and now I would 
spread it to my household. Nevertheless, I 
could not think straight.

Thursday 28 March 2020 – 83 new 
cases

I was upset by what I had done to Dad 
and I felt like a tyrant, but I could not bear 
to lose them both. The thought devastated 
me. He was the stronger of the two and 
likely to be okay, I had assumed. If survival 
of the fittest was to prevail, then he should 
have got through it. I told him that when 
his cough subsided I would return her, but I 
somehow felt it was false hope I was giving 
him and her, as his cough did not budge. 

“If there comes a time when you are 
unable to breathe then please, Dad, you 
must call an ambulance.” I contacted the 

neighbour and asked her if she would do 
some shopping for him and keep an eye 
out for him. She could leave the groceries 
on his doorstep. He seemed well but could 
not shake the cough. He certainly could not 
step out the door now for he would have 
strangers calling the police.

When we arrived at mine, I ensured my 
mother and I washed our hands vigorously 
and showered. I placed mum in isolation 
with a television, mobile phone, knitting 
materials and magazines, and the kids and 
I delivered food to her door.

Dad sounded forlorn when we spoke to 
him and I was ridden with guilt for having 
separated them at a time when they proba-
bly needed each other more than ever. I con-
vinced myself that this was just short term, 
and as soon as they had quarantined and/or 
symptoms dissipated, I would return Mum. 

But Mum emerged asymptomatic and 
he did not, and it became more and more 
difficult to break our bubble and make the 
long arduous journey back over the bridge. 
I felt draconian and dictator-like. She and 
I took short walks in the neighbourhood 
together to keep one another uplifted.

I did not want to tell him that life outside 
his four walls had become quieter and that 
Auckland was like it would have been for 
him when he was young, that the streets 
were peaceful, there were no cars on the 
roads and people were mowing their lawns 
and painting their houses. That nature had 
found a space for itself it could not occupy 
before. But mum told him with fervour 
about the walks we had been going on. He 
listened and I felt like she was recounting a 
concert he had missed out on, or a holiday 
he would never be able to afford.

Good Friday 2020 – 44 new cases, 2 
deaths

Six days after Mum was released from 
quarantine and while we were out walking 
admiring the clear skies and autumn beauty 
around us, Dad took a turn. By that night 
,his breathing had worsened and he had 
texted the neighbour to call an ambulance. 
It was a dreadful moment in time. We were 
able to video messenger so mum could tell 
him she loved him. He reassured us he 
would be okay, but I could hear the rasp 
in his throat, as he suppressed his coughs. 

We will never know whether it was 
Covid-19 that killed him or a lonely heart 
that got to him first. He died at home that 
night before the ambulance arrived, alone 
in his bed. Mum burst into tears when I told 
her. “It’s all my fault isn’t it? I just know it. 
What did I make him do?”

She wracked her memory trying to 
remember.

Tears streamed down her face as her body 
shook in realisation. As I wrapped my arms 
around her and held her, she whispered, “I 
remember now. It was the stupid hair dye 
wasn’t it?” and she began to sob.
Sadhana Natalikhan

Losing at lockdown

Writing competition
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FREE 
COFFEE!

Make a purchase in any store at 
the Old Post Office Building and 

receive a FREE coffee at the  
French Garden Café

So French Home now has  
French antique chandeliers,  

handcrafted pillows  
and much more.

The Old Post Office Building 
10 Victoria Rd, Devonport

At Bistro La Poste, enjoy a real French 
experience at an authentic Parisian 
Bistro in the heart of Devonport. 

Thanks to Monsieur Vincent’s dedicated 
service, you can savour freshly made 
cuisine combining modern and trad-
itional French recipes created by Chef 
Yoann and Chef Assistant Quentin.

Our long-awaited liquor licence has 
finally been granted so without further 
hesitation, come and sample our French 
wine from Bordeaux to Burgundy.  We 
have an extensive wine list for both 
amateurs and connoisseurs alike.

We are extremely proud that our loyal 
and valued customers have already 
awarded Bistro La Poste with 5 stars – 
merci beaucoup!

We are looking forward to welcoming 
you to our humble and intimate little 
Parisian bistro, which offers you the very 
best of our French cuisine, wine and 
culture.

BISTRO LA POSTE

OLD POST OFFICE BUILDING | 10 VICTORIA RD | DEVONPORT | PH 09 963 9218 | www.bistrolaposte.com
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Maunga Authority forced 
to justify decisions

A High Court review of the Tūpuna Maunga Authority’s proposed 
felling of 345 mature exotic trees on Owairaka/Mt Albert took place 
before Judge Cheryl Gwyn on 8 and 9 June. Her decision may have 
implications for Takarunga and Maungauika. Geoff Chapple reports.  

The Owairaka/Mt Albert case will turn partly 
on what duty the Tūpuna Maunga Authority 
(TMA) has to consult before making signifi-
cant operational decisions. That same question 
caused conflict between the TMA and Devon-
port locals when the authority set a barrier arm 
in place on Takarunga’s summit road in March 
2018 without, the locals said, a proper submis-
sions process as laid out by the Reserves Act. 

In last week’s case, Mr Bob Hollyman QC, 
for the applicants, said when the TMA was 
handed responsibility for its 14 Auckland 
maunga, it produced a 2016 Integrated Manage-
ment Plan (IMP) that supplanted existing legacy 
management plans. 

The IMP had undergone public consultation 
and was a high-level document that laid down 
the “values and pathways” for the TMA’s man-
agement style. The IMP had referred in general 
to managing “inappropriate exotic vegetation”, 
but without detail, and had, said Hollyman, 
“represented to the public and local communi-
ties that it would consult on individual maunga 
management plans before deciding to carry out 
major management projects, including manage-
ment of ‘inappropriate exotic vegetation’”. 

Devonport locals will relate to this: the 
authority’s IMP also listed ‘vehicle-free tihi’ 
as a goal to be addressed by each maunga’s 
upcoming Individual Maunga Management 
Plan, implying a public submissions process.

The other opportunity for public consulta-
tion, Hollyman submitted, was the TMA’s 
Operational Plan for 2018/19, but again, that 
had no detail on the Owairaka project.  

Nor was the decision to fell 345 exotic 
trees on Owairaka made by the appointed 
members of the TMA. It was treated simply 
as an operational decision by the Council’s 
Tupuna Maunga operations manager, Nick 
Turoa, reporting to TMA chair Paul Majurey. 
An affidavit produced by former TMA member 
Kit Parkinson, said “to the best of my knowl-
edge there was no discussion of the removal 
of all those trees on Owairaka by us as part of 
that process”.

Paul Beverley for the TMA accepted there’d 
been no specific mention of the proposed 
tree-felling on Owairaka in the IMP or the 
2018/19 Operational Plan, but maintained the 
project was nonetheless “informed by these 
higher-order documents” and was made “at 
an operational level through a careful process 
involving advice from experts... ” 

He agreed the IMP did infer that individual 
maunga management plans would address the 
management of ‘inappropriate exotic vegeta-
tion’ at a level specific to each maunga. But 
he claimed the IMP “cannot be reasonably 
interpreted as meaning the removal of exotic 
trees can only be undertaken once those non-

statutory plans are developed at some time in 
the future”.  

Justice Gywn suggested to Beverley the IMP 
had created “an expectation that there will be 
an opportunity for public consultation” and 
asked whether there might not be a common-
law  expectation of consultation on the matter.  

Beverley disagreed: “The court should be 
very reluctant to read a common law obliga-
tion here.” 

The judicial review will also turn on an 
interpretation of the TMA’s responsibilities 
under the Reserves Act 1977.  The authority is 
bound to administer Owairaka as a Recreation 
Reserve under the act, and Hollyman claimed 
the proposed mass felling of exotics would vio-
late three separate sections, including the major 
purpose of conserving ‘pleasantness, harmony 
and cohesion’ of the natural environment.

Beverley accepted such qualities were part of 
a recreation reserve’s purpose, but claimed the 
TMA’s restoration programme for Owairaka of 
13,000 indigenous plantings would improve 
those qualities over time. 

The TMA was the mechanism by which 
the Tamaki Makaurau tribes, as intended by 
their Collective Redress Act, exercised mana 
whenua and kaitiakitanga over Owairaka. He 
argued further that New Zealand law was now 
imbued by Treaty of Waitangi principles of 
partnership, and redress, so any interpretation 
of the law, including the Reserves Act, now 
required “a ‘tolerant eye’ and deference”. That 
should make the Court cautious of interfering.

The Owairaka applicants sought an injunc-
tion to stop the tree-felling, and a declaration 
that Auckland Council acted unlawfully in 
deciding not to publicly notify the felling – a 
decision that robbed locals of any chance of 
making submissions, or even knowledge it 
was happening. Hollyman said the council’s 
decision to wave through the resource consent 
without public notification on the basis of ‘less 
than minor’ adverse effects of the felling, and 
there being “nothing exceptional or unusual 
about the application”, was unreasonable.

Mr Padraig McNamara, for Auckland 
Council, said while the council accepted that 
only the adverse effects of the resource consent 
application were relevant to its notification 
status, the emphasis in the decision had been 
on the mitigation of those adverse effects by 
a large planting programme of native species. 

The judicial review was an independent 
initiative by two Herne Bay residents, Averil 
and Warwick Norman.  It is separate from 
the Honour The Mountain group, which was 
alerted to the proposed felling just 14 days 
before its scheduled start in November last 
year, and blocked  access to contractors’ trucks.

Judge Gwyn reserved her decision. 

June is designated Rotary Fellowships 
Month. This is to recognise the 
importance of international fellow- 
ship and goodwill among Rotarians 
with similar recreational and 
vocational interests, promote 
increased participation in fellowships, 
and increase understanding of this 
programme to the wider community.
As part of this, on Monday 15th June, we 

enjoyed a presentation from Clementine Rose, 

who earlier this year completed a UN Youth 

Tour of North America, including Mexico, with 

sponsorshi p from the club.  

In each city Rotary meets with groups in a 

range of sectors including commerce and trade, 

international relations, technology, human rights, 

and politics. The delegation then attends the 

world’s largest and oldest Model UN event, 

Harvard Model United Nations in Boston. If 

you are interested in this type of experience 

,then we encourage you to contact us to 

learn more.

Further to this, we have an upcoming Charity 

Art Fundraiser Nature in a Vase. This event 

was scheduled for April, but is now all-go for 

Friday 31st July at Bayleys
,
 offices at 83 

Victoria Rd at 5pm, for bubbles and nibbles and 

the auction. Featuring recognised local artist 

Andi Merkens and her off the wall”collaborator 

Paddy Stafford-Bush all proceeds will go 

the Make a Wish Foundation.

Contact us at info@devonportrotary.co.nz  
or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz  

if you would like more info.

This month’s column 
was sponsored by 

BUILDING PATHWAYS  
TO A BETTER FUTURE
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

Clear View 
Web Design

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

•  Excellent  
customer service

•  In business  
for 12+ years

•  Local provider

•  Cutting-edge  
website design

• App and software development
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Call us today on 
022 471 4469

stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Ask for a free, 
no-obligation consultation.

Yes! We do retro-fitted 
double glazing

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!

Electrician
Friendly 

Registered Electrician

Call Oli
021 02 73 63 23

Genuine Low Prices
Prompt Service
Senior Discount

Want more 
business locally?

Advertise locally!
Reach your Devonport Peninsula 

customers  cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff  
for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz 
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

• RENOVATIONS
• NEW HOMES
• DESIGN & BUILD

3 MASTERBUILD 10 YEAR GUARANTEE

021 541 392
hamid@yourbuilder.co.nz

www.yourbuilder.co.nzCELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Professional Services

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Want more 
business locally?

Advertise locally!
Reach your Devonport Peninsula customers  cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 
E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Independent advice for  
New Zealand women.

Investments, budgeting, KiwiSaver, 
goal setting and financial plans.

Based in Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna. 
www.francefinancialplanning.co.nz
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Black Lives Matter reaches Devonport 

Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

ThE NAVy COmmuNiTy NEwSLETTER
LOCAL TAKES COmmAND OF hmNZS OTAGO
Local woman Commander Fiona 

Jameson has achieved her first ship’s 
command, becoming the captain of 
Offshore Patrol Vessel HMNZS Otago for 
two months while the current Commanding 
Officer takes leave.

The command includes farewelling her 
Navy husband and two children in 
Devonport while she takes Otago into the 
South Pacific on patrol next month for 
three weeks.

Commander Jameson has been 
Executive Officer (second in command) of 
frigate HMNZS Te Mana and more recently 
on Logistics vessel HMNZS Canterbury. 
Her task is to “work up” her crew over 
several weeks, honing their skills in 
preparation for the Pacific patrol.

“This is a fantastic professional 
opportunity,” she says. “You always aspire 
to be in command, and work-up is a great 
opportunity for everyone to challenge 
themselves and grow as individuals and a 
team.”

It was a time when her family, including 
husband Lieutenant Commander Andrew 

Jameson, were expecting her to be at a 
desk this year. So the entire family, 
including their daughters Freya and Amy, 
came to her Command ceremony. “For the 
kids, it brings it to life, showing them why 
mum is going away.”

And while New Zealand might be free of 

COVID-19, she and her crew will encounter 
foreign vessels. “We’ll be looking at how 
we can conduct a search of a foreign ship, 
or provide assistance at sea where there 
might be a risk of exposure. It’s a challenge 
to protect ourselves while delivering the 
effect for New Zealand.”

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

LTCDR Andrew Jameson, CDR Fiona Jameson and daughters Amy and Freya, 
on the bridge of HMNZS Otago

True colours... Anti-racism messages on the concrete wall on Victoria Rd, just up from Kerr St, were a 
local expression of the Black Lives Matter protests that erupted in the United States, and elsewhere, 
following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis on 25 May.  
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DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

•  The collapse of a boat company leaves 25 
craft without owners. Boats @ bayswater 
quit its leased site near Bayswater Marina 
owing debts of more than $50,000.

•  The Spencer family has agreed to remove 
two pohutukawa trees illegally planted 
at Stanley Point. However, seven other 
trees will remain. The trees were planted 
by the family on a grass verge alongside 
the Spencers’ landholding at the end of 
Stanley Point Rd.

•  The future of Torpedo Bay Wharf ap-
pears guaranteed, with North Shore City 
Council putting its weight behind saving 
the structure from demolition.

•  Pip White wins the Auckland D-grade 
squash title 16 years after first winning it 
as a 16-year-old in 1984.

•  The 55,000 visitors to the Endeavour 
sailing ship, berthed at Devonport Wharf 
earlier in the year, spent $714,000 in the 
village, according to a report commis-
sioned by North Shore City Council.

•  Olive harvesters Marvin and Jennifer Hen-
drickson offer to teach other Devonport 
residents techniques on preserving and 
making oil from street trees.

•  The Olympic flame passed is run down to 
Devonport – carried initially by former All 
Black captain Buck Shelford, along Taka-
puna Beach, and passed to boardsailing 
gold medallist Bruce Kendall, Paralym-
pian Ben Lucas, tennis star Brett Steven, 
sports journalist Terry Maddaford, Susie 
Simcock of the New Zealand Sports Foun-
dation and yachtswoman Leslie Egnot. 
Hundreds of locals lined Victoria Rd to 
see the flame off to its next destination and 
eventually to Sydney for the Olympics.

•  St Michael and All Angels Church in 
Bayswater turns 90.

•  The annual Devonport crèche black-
and-white ball is attended by around 200 
people and raises $5000.

•  Three part-time signalmen on Mt Victoria 
are made redundant to be replaced by 
automated radar and videographic equip-
ment. Signalmen have worked from a 

station on top of the mountain since 1841.
•  Richard Tong, who coordinated the first 

recycling scheme in New Zealand in 1977, 
is the Flagstaff interview subject.

20 years ago from the Flagstaff files 

Flagstaff interview subject… Richard Tong

F O R  Y O U R
C O N T I N U E D
S U P P O R T

Available in 16 colours

100% Merino Wool

Proudly Made in
New Zealand
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ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

A night of twinkling good fun is planned to 
celebrate Matariki on Saturday 27 June. 

Centred around Bayswater School, the Ma-
tariki Lights Trail will wend its way through the 
neighbourhood, with food trucks and kapa haka 
displays along the route.

“When everything is getting so dark, people 
want lights,” says school staff member and 
parent-group helper Norah Wilson. 

“We’re encouraging people from Bayswater 
Avenue and surrounding streets to light up their 
houses like Christmas – it makes more sense at 
this time of year.” 

Prizes will be on offer for the best light 
displays marking the start of Maori New Year.   
(The Matariki star cluster, also known as the 
Seven Sisters or Pleiades, rises in midwinter, 
signalling new beginnings.)

Celebrating community and bringing people 
together is the aim of the school event, which 
will run from 5pm to 8pm.

For organisers, it has been a tricky time 
planning under the threat of Covid-19. Ideas 
to replicate a successful 2019 festival that at-
tracted 1000 people were originally abandoned 
in favour of a digital event. 

Once lockdown and then social distancing 
ended, the school became more ambitious, set-
tling on a mood-brightening get-together. 

“We’re trying to have as much fun as possible 
without stress,” says Wilson. 

Neighbours will be contacted via leaflets to 
encourage them to join in, but in any case the 
school itself will be shining bright.

In 2021, with more planning time, it is hoped 
a full-scale festival could be held again. 

This year, an invitation has been extended to 
other local primary schools to send kapa haka 
groups, but numbers are yet to be finalised. 

Bayswater-Belmont Kindergarten and Pen-
insula Kids have confirmed groups from those 
centres will attend.  

As part of the event’s support from the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, a website 
has been set up to tell the Matariki story and 
provide an information hub about activities. 

On Sunday 28 June, a group session with a 
cultural weaver will be held for adults, with on-
line registration required. For children there will 
be a star-making workshop at the same time. For 
more details see Matarikifestivalbayswater.com

Lights and action 
for Matariki Volunteers are needed for an expanded 

food service helping fulfil community need. 
Kaitahi Kitchen is running a pilot pro-

gramme of weekly cook-ups for delivery to 
the elderly needing assistance. Initial deliv-
eries were made in Belmont-Bayswater and 
Sunnynook last week, with more planned.

The group began hosting monthly com-
munity dinners three years ago, and also 
cooked up a storm to help isolated people in 
the community during Covid-19 lockdown. 

It has a team of volunteers for the monthly 
dinners – which will resume in mid-July – 
but is seeking more helpers to rotate a few 
hours for the new weekly outreach. 

Chopping, cooking, plating and clean-

up is done each Wednesday, using kitchen 
facilities provided at the Belmont Bowling 
Club kitchen in Roberts Ave. 

Organiser Brianna Parkinson, a lawyer 
and Bayswater local who voluntarily runs 
the various Kaitahi activities, has support 
from Kiwi Harvest, which donates food that 
would otherwise go to waste. The Devonport 
Peninsula Trust, Devonport New World and 
Wild Wheat bakery also chip in. 

For the weekly service, backed by the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, Parkin-
son liaises with aid organisations and service 
groups to target those in need. 

Volunteers can contact Parkinson on  
021 246 5686.

Food for thought: volunteers wanted

Toddler ‘Wriggle and Rhyme’ sessions are 
set to restart at Devonport Library later next 
month. The popular toddler gatherings will 
provisionally begin next school term from 20 
July, starting at 10am and running on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Fridays. Rhymetimes at Home 
will continue to be posted on the library Face-
book page in the interim.

Availability of a Justice of the Peace has re-
sumed and will continue each Monday at noon.  

Back between the books

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

MADE ON SITE

AVAILABLE HERE NOW

FREE 
VENUE HIRE
Live Shows, Functions, 

Birthday Parties
*ticketing charges or min. spend applies

NEW THIS WEEK RELEASE

Rosie (PG) 86 min   18 JUNE
Water Lilies of Monet – The Magic of Water and Light (E) 90 min  18 JUNE
Machine (E) 86 min   18 JUNE

CONTINUING 
The Trip to Greece (M) 110 min          Master Cheng (PG) 113 min

COMING SOON RELEASE
The Booksellers (E) 99 min  25 JUNE      
The High Note (M) 114 min 2 JULY
Trolls World Tour  94 min 2 JULY
White Riot (E) 80min 2 JULY

SPECIAL SCREENINGS 
Beauty & the Beast (PG) 130 min 2017 FAMILY 19 JUNE
Fight Club (R16) 139min FRIENDS NIGHT OUT 20 JUNE
Death on the Nile (M)140min 1978 CLASSIC 20 JUNE
The Booksellers (E) 99min OPENING EVENT 25 JUNE
Titanic (M) 194min 1997 BLOCKBUSTER 27 JUNE
Evil Under the Sun (PG) 117min 1982 CLASSIC 27 JUNE
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B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

TAKAPUNA 09 486 0995  I   20 HURSTMERE ROAD, TAKAPUNA  I   TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ 
MILFORD 09 486 2549  I   172 KITCHENER ROAD, MILFORD  I   MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZ

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

TAKAPUNA 09 486 0995  I   20 HURSTMERE ROAD, TAKAPUNA  I   TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ 
MILFORD 09 486 2549  I   172 KITCHENER ROAD, MILFORD  I   MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZ

4 Day Bay of Islands Escape The Sanctuary
4 days, meals and activities from 

4 Day Gibbston Valley Luxury Escape
4 days & progressive dinner from 

per person, share twin. SAVE $62 PER PERSON. 
Ask us about flights and rental car.

per person, share twin. SAVE $420 PER PERSON. 
Ask us about flights and rental car.

$1199

$1037

•  3 nights’ accommodation at The Sanctuary  
@ Bay of Islands in a Sea & Bush View Suite

•  Breakfast daily
•  3 course dinner on the first night
•  Hole in the Rock Cruise with Fullers Great Sights
•  Cape Reinga Day Tour with Fullers Great Sights
•  Waitangi National Trust NZ Resident Day Pass (ID req’d)

•  3 nights at Gibbston Valley Lodge & Spa in a 1-bdrm villa 
•  Signature breakfast with barista coffee
•  Aprês wine tasting in the late afternoon hour
•  Winery shuttle (subject to availability)
•  Welcome drink •  Turndown Concierge Service
•  Hard-tail bike hire •  Valet parking
•  Queenstown Progressive Dinner

Travel: 2 Jun - 31 Mar 21. Blackout periods may apply.

Travel: 01 Oct 2020 - 20 Dec 2020 

B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

TAKAPUNA 09 486 0995  I   20 HURSTMERE ROAD, TAKAPUNA  I   TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ 
MILFORD 09 486 2549  I   172 KITCHENER ROAD, MILFORD  I   MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZDEVONPORT 09 445 4211  |  55 VICTORIA ROAD, DEVONPORT  |  DEVONPORT@HOT.CO.NZ

Support 
your paper 
for the price 
of a cup 
of coffee.

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on 
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.
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12
56

Superbly located in Devonport near 
shops and cafes, William Sanders 
Village is named in honour of a 
pioneering naval hero who set the 
standards for others to follow. 

Plans for brand new serviced 
apartments available

 One-bedroom serviced apartments 
featuring kitchenettes and private 
ensuites

 Views out to Polly’s Park and the city 
lights, or the beautiful village gardens

 Priced from $470,000

 Fixed base weekly fee* and our 
deferred management fee is capped 
at 20% - one of the lowest in the 
retirement sector

*Some conditions apply

Call Janet or Mark for more details. 

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport,  
445 0909

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Certainty
A Ryman serviced apartment comes with support that makes life easier, like 
housekeeping and a chef-prepared meal every day. It’s great for you, and reassuring 
for your family, because they know you’re being looked after. Putting everyone’s minds 
at ease - it’s another example of how we’re pioneering a new way of living for a new 
retirement generation.

SUPPORT YOU CAN COUNT ON.
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 COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORTLicensed Agent, REAA

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

REAL ESTATE

ACCOMMODATION
Anne Street – 2 bedroom furnished apartment. 
Minimum one month rental, available from 1 
October to 15 December 2020. Totally refur-
bished accommodation, fully furnished includ-
ing white wear, beds & linen. Full kitchen, two 
story, separate entrance, quiet and private. Suit 
single or business couple. No Pets- Non smok-
ers only apply. See more details on website:  
https://www.duckinn. co.nz/ $650 per 
week. Ph Craig 027 299 2172.  
Cheltenham Studio. Short/long term. Beauti-
fully furnished, inclusive of expenses. Metres 
from Cheltenham beach. Phone Rebekah 
0276943933  
Garden apartment, Central Devonport, to 
let short or long-term. Private, self-contained, 
separate entrance. One queen-size bedroom, 
dressing room, sep bath, shower, laundry, 
open-plan living/kitchen/dining. Available 
mid-September onwards. Phone 021 414 090.
39 King Edward Parade. Waterfront apart-
ment in earthquake strengthened building. 
12 mins to ferry. 1 double bedroom. Full 
refit. Polished timber floors 0272 646 626 or  
leesmargaret3@gmail.com or see TradeMe.

SERVICES OFFERED

AAA* Handyman and Concrete Services Rea-
sonable prices - Contact Webber 0223250167 
webberhillsnz@gmail.com
A1 Handyman. Excellent work, budget. No 
job too big or small. Josh: 021 261 8322.

Carpenter. Villa maintenance, restoration, 
home repairs and landscaping. Devonport 
based. 35 years’ experience. Text or call Terry 
021 085 24960
Complete home maintenance by perfectionist 
boat builder/builders. Including rotten win-
dows, doors, weather boards. Exterior/interior. 
Call Duane 027 488 5478.
Garden maintenance. Organically. Profes-
sional, experienced and wide ranging mainte-
nance abilities. From weeding, installing gar-
dens, hedge trimming and small tree removal. 
Contact Leah and team at Earthling 021 0262 
4286, info@earthling.nz
Garden Services available to tidy up or make 
your garden beautiful again? Competitive 
quotes: 0223250167

SERVICES OFFERED

Your answer to freedom! Experienced 
babysitter available any hours and based in 
Bayswater. Had to come home from col-
lege in USA in March, here till the end of 
August. BPS principal Bruce Cunningham 
is happy to be my reference. Contact me  
(Br idget ) -  Ph:  09  445 2265 Emai l :  
bridgetconnolly13@gmail.com.

TUITION

Mathematics Tuition Available for years 9 to 
13 by a retired Maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

FLAGSTAFF 
CLASSIFIEDS

sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Email your classified  
advertisement to us 

Classifieds

CLASSIFIEDS

Want more 
business locally? Advertise locally!

Reach your Devonport Peninsula customers  cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates.   E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Companion Driving 
Franchise for Sale
Devonport / Northcote

Community Lifestyle Opportunity
If you enjoy driving, are kind,  

caring with excellent communication 
skills this could be for you. 

Would suit confident, outgoing person 
who loves building relationships.  

Great work from home opportunity  
for a motivated person wanting to take 

control of their own future.
Call 0800 333 499 for a chat or email 

franchises@freedomdrivers.co.nz

ExtErior 
House WasHing

& Waterblasting
Water restrictions 
are not a problem  
we bring non-potable  

council approved water to you.

For a friendly quote and  
a professional job

ph grant 021 388 246
waitematawaterblasting@gmail.com

House  /  DecKs
patio  /  DriVeWaYs
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There are teachers who teach, and then there 
are those who enable students to thrive in a 
changing world. 

Our hand-picked teachers are not only dedicated 
professional educators, but they all share 
an unsurpassed desire to see their students 
succeed academically, socially and emotionally.

We’re proud of our teachers and you will be too. 

We believe they are the most passionate  
collective of teachers in the country.

Visit our website today. kristin.school.nz

heart and soul

the extra mile
SARAH BACKHOUSE-SMITH

Year 7 Homeroom Teacher and Associate Dean

GIANCARLO LISI
Curriculum Leader, Music

above and beyond
ALISON HEWETT

Head of Library Services

Celebrating our Teachers [Devonport Flagstaff 171x240 FP].indd   1 12/06/20   3:43 PM
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Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS JUN 19, 2020

The Power 
of Poetry

Over lockdown, most clubs went into 
hibernation. One stayed connected, 
however, with the power of video calls. 

The TGS Poetry Club has been meeting 
after school on Thursdays since last year, 
and the Covid-19 restrictions didn’t stop 
them. The club is run by Ms Shelley and 
Mr Tricklebank, and they write, share and 
discuss various poems. 

Poetry Club is a great opportunity for 

students to engage in an often underrated 
art form, and develop their poetry skills 
further. The club is currently rather small, 
with only eleven members, but it is a close-
knit group and a great space for students to 
share their work. 

Poetry Club meets in M18 every Thursday 
after school, and is always open to new 
members. 

BY CHARLOTTE GOBBIE

All That Moves 
With the Shifting  
of the Grass     
 

So cold: the winter’s chill;
scarcely dusk and the crickets start to sing:
at first a joyful song,
but, closing the distance,
it is desperate and alone,
 
The gloom that settles all around is still and watchful,
exhausted from a day-long battle in the sky,
sending down its flickering, little memories to haunt,
and its callous, ghostly winds;
all the while the crickets chitter,
 
As I plant my feet in this moment in time,
the grass below me shifts,
buckles all around me like waves,
cool and sly,
moving to and fro with the creak of the trees,
a terrible croaking and wailing,
like thin, extruded, wooden bullfrogs,
 
I must hide now,
from the darkened choir;
fumbling around, I slither into a deep fault,
worming my tendrils into the earth,
inch by inch until my leaves begin to sway;
dropping an apple from my boughs,
the sound: sharp and full;
another: wet and thudding;
the fruits of my labour lie still;
as I stand,
eyes damp with the wind,
the runt of the pack squirms with life,
plagued by a pulsing sinew of pallid meat,
moving in time with the swaying of the grass,
rotten and bulbous,
bursts from its throne,
leaving another gouge in its wake;
 
The weak one’s flesh is creased with age,
not in time,
but in assault,
its colour bruised and stolen,
the fruits of my labour become the ground

BY ISABELLA YALLOP
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Wo r k S a f e  t h i s  m o n t h 
temporarily halted building on a 
residential development in Hauraki 
that neighbours believe should 
never have gained Auckland 
Council consent. 

The site at 30 Hororata Road 
was shut down on 3 June, after 
safety concerns were lodged 
over security of framing, lack 
of scaffolding and workers not 
wearing hard hats. 

A WorkSafe spokesperson said a 
prohibition notice on unsafe work 
taking place at height was lifted on 
9 June, after scaffolding and safety 
nets had been installed.

Furious neighbours say council 
planners should never have 
allowed the construction of three 
more units on the section, in front 
of three older units to the rear.  

The development departs from 
the council’s Unitary Plan and 
building regulations on a number 
of counts. 

Planners ruled these were minor 
changes and signed off on the 
development application four days 
after it was lodged in the name of 
Shiai Cui in June 2019.

The first residents knew about 
the unnotified development was 
when builders for Rosedale-based 
Anson Construction turned up 
post-lockdown. Neighbours were 
shocked to find that in a zone that 
allows for up to four dwellings per 
section, six had been consented.

“That  developers  can go 
outside of the [Unitary] Plan and 
neighbours aren’t notified, that is 
absolute news to me, it’s wrong,” 
says Mia Hansson, whose home 
is one of a cluster around the bottom of the 
cul de sac. “People have a right to know; 
what we’ve ended up with is something 
completely benefiting the developers. It’s 
greedy – it’s not the sort of neighbourhood 
we want to live in.”

The residents include retired ratepayers on 
either side of the units who do not want to be 
named, but have confirmed their concerns to 
the Devonport Flagstaff.

One woman in her 70s, who has called and 
written to the council, was told that her only 
recourse was to take High Court action. “I 
feel sidelined and ignored,” she said.

The scale of the development will cause 
them more-than-minor amenity and traffic 
issues, the neighbours say.

Property damage and incursions have also 
upset the residents. A fence on the woman’s 
boundary was removed. The couple on the 
other side of the development  found holes 
drilled in their lawn without permission. 
They will soon have their view and light 

impeded by the upper storey of the new front 
unit being built very close to their boundary.

The residents say they’re not anti-change 
and two single-storey units may have fitted 
on the wedge-shaped site. But they believe 
the plans don’t fully convey the tightness of 
space and how little outdoor area the front 
unit will have. 

Safety and parking considerations also 
needed more attention, they say, with access 
from a driveway entrance that is 2 metres 
narrower than code to be shared by a total 
of eight homes.

The residents became increasingly concer-
ned at the appropriateness and the execution 
of the project as it began to take shape. 

Soil was dumped on a shared driveway 
between the multi-unit property and two 
other homes, temporarily blocking access. 

After heavy rain, water pooled deeply 
around the two-storey front unit – where 
excavations have set the floor pad well below 
ground level – raising alarm about drainage 
measures.

Across the road, Marcus Phillips 
is completing a big extension on 
his family home. He is bemused 
that while he had to jump through 
council planning hoops, including 
lodging expensive building 
consents and installing $20,000 
rainwater tanks, the development 
o p p o s i t e ,  w h i c h  i m p a c t e d 
neighbours more, could proceed 
as of right. 

“It seems like one rule for one 
and one for the other,” he says.

Hansson, who has spent hours 
chasing information from council, 
is furious about the plight of her 
older neighbours. 

Her wider concern is that 
unchecked developments risk being 
a blight on the neighbourhood and 
the city.

North Shore councillor and 
Planning Committee chair Chris 
Darby took up Hansson’s invitation 
to visit the site in late May, but has 
yet to come back to her after saying 
he would look into the planning 
issues. On the day Darby visited, 
a vehicle from the worksite was 
parked on the footpath. Along with 
parking on yellow lines, this has 
been a regular occurrence.

Darby told the residents that 
planning applications using the 
Resource Management Act that 
were adjudged to have only minor 
impacts had to be approved by 
council, even if they varied from 
the Unitary Plan. This was under a 
legislative change by the previous 
government to make development 
easier.

Hansson maintains the council 
should still honour its plan for 

Auckland. 
Developments should comply with the 

council’s codes around issues such as height 
and distance from boundaries, provision 
of adequate outdoor areas, vehicle-turning 
space and safe access, she says. The residents 
contend this one does not.

Darby, a champion of the Unitary Plan’s 
introduction four years ago, acknowledged 
that aspects of its operation could usefully 
be reviewed.

Planning Committee workshops to look at 
issues around the plan would begin in July 
and August, he said.

Darby said the 30 Hororata Rd case 
involved complex easements over part of 
the land.

He was asking council staff about the 
consent process, including if and when the 
reporting planner visited the site, and the 
turning-space issue. 

Meanwhile, Phillips says he feels for the 
“poor lady next door, in her twilight years”. 

Hororata Rd development angers neighbours

Tight fit... The construction site at 30 Hororata 
Rd, where three dwellings are being built in front 
of three existing units
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The Devonport Knitters mem-
bers kept busy during Covid-19 
lockdown by churning out piles 
of woollen blankets ready to be 
donated to charities. 

Grateful to be out of lock-
down, the group is back at the 
Devonport Community House 
making good use of donated 
wool.

Devonport Knitters coordina-
tor Peta Purdy said the group is 
eager to get back into their social 
Wednesday gatherings. 

Many had turned to wool and 
thread to keep themselves busy 
during lockdown, together pro-
ducing many knitted blankets.

Around 20 women, aged late 
50s to 90s are currently in the 
group, which  has become a 
valued social outlet for older 
members of the Devonport com-
munity.

 “The lockdown period was 
a great opportunity to catch up 
on some knitting, and now we have plenty 
of warm items to donate just in time for 
winter,” said Purdy.

These knitted goodies are distributed 
across the North Shore. The group donates 
to rest homes in Devonport, Wilson Home 

and De Paul House in Northcote, as well as 
to the North Shore Hospital.  

In addition to knitting warm blankets, 
some of the women have been knitting baby 
beanies, booties and jackets that are given 
to new mums.

Most of the wool is donated by the com-
munity and the group welcomes further 
donations. 

Purdy said the best part about knitting 
together as a hobby is that they get to give 
back and help people.

Group’s woolly thinking delivers for the needy

Community effort... Devonport Knitters have produced plenty of warm items  
to donate to those who need them 

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY

SHOWROOM:  96 Hillside Rd, 
Glenfield, Auckland 
PHONE 09 443 4461     

designBeautiful kitchens. 
Built to last

www.neodesign.co.nz
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Villa SpecialiStS • RenoVationS • new BuildS
James Thomas   |   Certified Builder   |   021 0234 9527   |   james@wolfconstruction.co.nz

Wolf Construction – a man and his dog, 
and the team – have an incredible passion 
and vision for villa renovations. A long-time 
villa resident himself, and a sixth-generation 
Kiwi builder, James together with Juno can be 
seen walking around Devonport’s streets and 
beaches, admiring the architecture and unique 
character of our village.

Often mistaken for a wolf – hence the com-
pany name – the gorgeous Juno is actually an 
Alaskan Malamute and loves a friendly pat 
and chat.

 “I love working on villas and I’m always 
driving around the streets of Devonport with 
Juno on the back of my ute, admiring the 
work of others and spotting the potential of 
the homes waiting for the next chapter of their 
story to begin.”

James’s enthusiasm and obvious knowl-
edge and expertise underpin his total commit-
ment to the heritage and beauty of Devonport 
homes that have existed for over 100 years – 
his aim is to preserve and grow each home’s 
unique and individual story.   

James stresses that to build in Devonport 
requires a commitment to honour the herit-
age and beauty of the homes, ensuring their 
individual stories are thoughtfully captured at 

every stage.
“We find out how a house has been con-

structed before we pull it apart – it’s intrinsic 
to doing a great job.”

James embraces this approach at every 
level of the project, along with the essential 
meticulous planning that considers the home’s 
history and the accompanying logistical com-
plexities – tight sites, narrow access roads and 
the close proximity of neighbours. 

Visualising the finished product from the 
outset ensures that what he delivers is a cel-
ebration of the history of the house with a 
modern interpretation. 

James prefers to limit the number of builds he 
has on at any given time, to ensure Wolf Con-
struction delivers above and beyond clients’ 
expectations.  He remains hands-on throughout 
every project, working alongside his team and 
owning that job, whether it be tools in hand or 
top-level project management and consulta-
tion, until it is successfully signed off.  

James keeps his clients’ stress levels down 
and positivity up by being a master problem-
solver throughout the entire process of con-
ception to finished project. No job is too big 
or too small – his overarching rule of thumb 
being: the devil is in the detail!

Renovating Villas – It’s a Game of Millimetres

•  Villas – it’s a game of millimetres! Nothing is ever 
square or straight in an old villa – she won’t ever 
fit her plans perfectly. We watch the project like a 
hawk from start to finish – never taking our eyes off 
any single detail.

•  We take pride, time and effort to know how your 
house was built initially and how it’s been rebuilt 
across the years, to preserve period features,  
heritage and the beauty of your home.

•  We specialise in creating incredible spaces with 
a modern interpretation that celebrate the history 
of your house. Basement conversions are our 

specialty, creating new spaces whilst restoring an 
existing space, bringing the new into the old and 
doing justice to both.

•  Great design requires craftmanship. seventy per 
cent of our job is to visualise the finished product 
and communicate effectively with the owner, 
architect, engineer and draughtsman. 

•  Accountability for all aspects of renovating and 
building – we do more than simply follow a plan or 
swing a hammer. Our sensitive and strategic for-
ward planning and project management meets the 
logistical complexities of Devonport villa renovation.

“James, I just arrived home after a 
long and very challenging day and 

my heart soared when  
I looked down at your work. 

It’s a masterpiece of  
thoughtfulness and precision.” 

Simon, Remuera

Wolf Construction – Our Approach
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Enrol now | parnellcollege.acgedu.com

Saturday 20 June 
9.30am – 1.30pm

Open Day

Early Learning | Primary | College

THE WORLD
2019

5      
TOP IN

NZ
20192019

10
TOP IN

NZ
IGCSE

2019

TOP INTOP IN

The caged-up competitive spirit of Takapuna 
Grammar School (TGS) sports teams is finally 
being unleashed. Teams are now training hard 
after the Covid-disrupted start to the winter-
-sports season. Several sports have already 
begun play in North Harbour competitions.  

The school’s director of sport, Jenna Murie, 
said: “The students are really excited to be 
getting back into sport. The lockdown seems 
to have highlighted the importance of physical 
activity and how much students value their 
teammates and the team atmosphere.” 

Premier teams were working to a high stan-
dard. “With no winter tournament week this 
year, the weekly Harbour competition will be 
the focus point for many sports.” 

Basketball was first to tip off last week, with 
hockey and football underway this week. Rugby 
and netball begin on Saturday 27 June, although 
junior and lower grade netball teams will have 
to wait until Term 3.

With unsettled times and the delayed start 
to play there has been a slight drop in team 
numbers, Murie said. 

But some participating students seemed 
even more determined to get stuck in after 
fearing they might miss out on having a season 
altogether. Guided fitness training at home was 
followed by reintroducing activities under Go-
vernment guidelines and then getting back into 
more sport-specific, game-type movements and 
full-team practices.

The TGS premier netball team, coached by 

Takapuna Grammar lions ready to roar

Ready to play... (from left) TGS basketballers Georgia Glory,  
Brodie Cooper, Mac Dalzell, Matthew Boniface and Danny Byrne. 
For more TGS sports photos, see devonportflagstaff.co.nz.
Murie, will be aiming to match last year’s feat of 
making North Harbour’s top school-grade final. 

Missing out on tournament week against 
other North Island schools, after winning their 
way into the hotly contested A grade in 2019, 
was tough, especially for Year 13 players.

The most popular winter sports at TGS by 

numbers playing are football, rugby and netball. 
Football has 14 teams competing, netball and 

basketball 13 each, rugby eight, hockey five, 
table tennis and ultimate frisbee four each, and 
squash and junior water polo two each. 

Fifty badminton players are registered, along 
with 33 cyclists and 10 mountain-bikers. 
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Support Devonport businesses 

They’re open now. 
Keep our community alive.
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ENROLMENTS 
TERM 3 2020
Enrolment at the school is 
governed by an enrolment 

scheme, details of which are 
available from the school office.

Applications for 10 out-of-zone places in  
Year 1, 0 in Year 2, 0 in Year 3, 2 in Year 
4, 2 in year 5 and 2 in Year 6 are now 
being invited for those students who will 
become eligible for enrolment during 
the period 20 July to 15 December 2020.

The deadline for receipt of applications 
for out-of-zone places is 20 July 2020. 

If a ballot for out-of-zone places is 
required, it will be held on 20 July 2020. 
Parents will be informed of the outcome 
of the ballot within three school days of 
the ballot being held.

If you live in the home zone and have 
not yet signalled your intention to 
enrol your child later this year, please 
contact the school immediately to 
assist us to plan appropriately. Online 
enrolment forms are available through 
our website www.vauxhall.school.nz.

Students from Takapuna Grammar School 
and Belmont Intermediate School were eager 
to get their oars back into the water for the 
annual Learn to Row programme. 

The event opened last Sunday for year 8 
students from Belmont Intermediate School 
and all students from Takapuna Grammar 
School.

Club President for the Takapuna Grammar 
School Rowing Club Paula Halliday said 
a number of prospective rowers and their 
parents went along to the first session of the 
programme at Bayswater Marina, where they 
were given a tour of the clubhouse, a short 
land-training session, learnt how to handle 
the boats and equipment and also joined some 
of the club’s national champions out on the 
water to experience what it is like to row 
around the marina and out into the harbour.

“It was a fabulous morning, with the added 
entertainment of a few dolphins dropping 
by to escort the rowers out on the water as 
they took some of their first strokes. It was 
rounded off by a good old sausage sizzle,” 
said Halliday.

The programme follows on from the 
hugely successful 2019/20 rowing season, 
when the club’s athletes and coaches achie-
ved four national titles, 63 podium finishes, 
became the Auckland School Rowing Club 
Champions and also the top co-ed club in the 
North Island. 

The club has now opened its doors after 
lockdown for all those who want to give 
rowing a go.

There’s still plenty of time for those who 
are interested in rowing to go down to the 

club over the next three weeks and see what 
it’s all about. Visit the club’s Facebook 
page: Takapuna Grammar School Rowing 
Club for more information or email them at 
President@tgsrowing.org.nz

Wannabe rowers stick their oars in

UPCOMING EVENTS

For further events and information please visit Restoring Takuranga 
Hauraki’s Facebook page events. Or contact RTH 

programme coordinator Lance Cablk 
pestfreedevonport@gmail.com

Pest Free Maungauika 2024 
Saturday June 6th 10am - 12pm. 
Removal of invasive honey suckle 
and other aggressive weeds.  Meet 
at road entrance.

Jutland Road Ecological 
Restoration
Saturday June 6th 3 - 4:30pm.
Contribute to and learn more 
about our restoration plans in the 
coastal fringe forest and wetland 
ecosystems. 

Mana Wahine Hui
Friday June 19th 10:30am - 1pm. 
Come celebrate the leadership 
and kaitiakitanga of indigenous 
women. Guest presenter, 
Charmaine Bailie, ecologist and 
chair of Kaipātiki Project. 
Registration required.
159 Bayswater Ave.

Raranga Workshop
Saturday June 20th 10am - 2pm.
Harakeke weaving arts led by 
Takutai Moana Watts. Registration 
required, koha. 159 Bayswater Ave.

Friends of Achilles Reserve
Sunday June 21st 1pm - 3:30pm. 
Planting Native Species in the 
reserve. Air Corps Hall 9A Achilles 
Crescent. 

RTH Meeting
Wednesday June 24th 
7:30pm - 9pm 
Community consultation 
regarding our draft comments to 
the Local Board Plan regarding 
caring for our local environment. 
All ages and perspectives 
welcome. Venue TBC. 
*All events will follow COVID-19 
Guidelines
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Mana Wahine Hui
Friday June 19th 10:30 am - 1pm. 
Including a shared lunch. Come cele-
brate the leadership and kaitiakitanga 
of indigenous women.Guest presenter, 
Charmaine Bailie, ecologist and chair of 
Kaipātiki Project 
Registration required.

Raranga Workshop 
Saturday June 20th 10am - 2pm.
Harakeke weaving arts led by Takutai 
Moana Watts. Registration required. 
Koha. Te Mana Hopukia (159 Bayswater 
Ave)

RTH Meeting
Wednesday June 24th 7:30-9pm.
Community consultation regarding our 
draft comments to the Local Board Plan 
regarding caring for our local environ-
ment.
All welcome - all ages and perspectives.
Venue TBC 

Nature Photography
Jutland Reserve Saturday June 27th
Amateur Photographer Sue Claridge 

Ecology Bike along the Bays
Saturday July 4th 3-4:30 pm
Departs from Oliver Reserve, west end 
of Kawerau Avenue
A family friendly sunset bike tour along 
our precious estuaries at Ngataringa 
and Shoal Bays to learn about the coast 
fringe and estuary ecosystems and some 
ecological restoration projects.

Friends of Achilles Reserve
Sunday July 5th
Noon-1 Come celebrate the beginning 
of Matariki with a share “potluck” lunch.  
Air Corps Hall,  9A Achilles Crescent
1-3:30pm Planting Native Species in the 
reserve.

Weekly weeding and planting  
Fridays, 9am-10am:
At Achilles Reserve, Narrow Neck 
(Working from home? Otherwise flexible 
during the week?)

Just awesome... Prospective rowers turned out for Takapuna Grammar 
Rowing Club's 'Learn to Row' programme at Bayswater
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Controversial moves to develop a generic 
management plan for Devonport-Takapuna 
parks are going ahead, but with a level of unease 
from some local-board members.

Many parks have their own management 
plans and some board members felt much of 
the historical decision-making and site-specific 
measures for a number of recreation areas 
would be lost or diluted with an overriding plan.

The board approved public notification of 
a local-parks management plan and for public 

comment at its last meeting, but members 
Ruth Jackson and Jan O’Connor abstained 
from voting.

O’Connor said: “Reserves in Devonport 
are very different to those in Takapuna and 
Milford.”

Rather than an overriding plan, she wanted 
current reserve plans updated and made more 
easily accessible to the general public.

Jackson said more than 20 reserves in the 
board area were covered by management plans 

and she was concerned these plans were not 
“superseded”. She was also worried the board 
would lose the ability to create standalone plans 
for reserves in the future.

Board member Trish Deans said documents 
such as the Narrow Neck plan had cost a lot of 
money that she didn’t want “lost”. 

A council officer told the board part of the 
reason for the overriding plan was because 
around 50 reserves in the local-board area were 
not covered by a management plan.

Parks to be covered by generic plan

Covid-19 alert levels 4 and 3 meant that 
members of Wakatere Boating Club were 
unable to get out onto the water. For some 
this meant finding new forms of entertain-
ment, and what could be better than ‘eSai-
ling’ to keep everyone entertained?

The club held its first eSailing club cham-
pionships on Thursday 14 May, as part of the 
Zhik New Zealand National eSailing Com-
petition, set up by Yachting New Zealand. 

Numerous clubs across the country held 
a club regatta, with the winners earning a 
place at their regional championships. The 
top three from each region then met for the 
national championships and a chance to 
compete in a Trans-Tasman competition. 

Racing was done using the app Virtual 
Regatta Inshore, which is recognised by 
World Sailing and hosts the eSailing world 
championships.

Thirty-five Wakatere members of all ages 
raced each other from the comfort of their 
living rooms, with racing taking place at 
‘virtual’ Narrow Neck Beach. Competition 
was intense across the qualifying series and 
four-race final. 

Ian Darby, Wakatere member and Yach-
ting New Zealand regional support officer, 
says, “Racing was tight and the starts were 
critical to success.” 

The eventual winner, Brayden Hamilton, 
16, said that he really enjoyed the regatta, 
particularly as it was an opportunity to take 
part in some racing with his mates.

Hamilton then went on to compete at the 
Auckland North regional championships, 
where he finished second overall, and 
qualified to compete at the national cham-
pionships. 

The nationals were even more competi-
tive, with race wins shared across the fleet. 
“Consistency was key,” says Darby, who 
finished 11th overall.

“The biggest challenge with e-Sailing 
was relying on the computer and internet,” 
Hamilton says. “Overall the regattas were 
really good fun.”

Hamilton is one of Wakatere’s successful 
youth sailors and currently competes in the 
29er class, the youth version of the Olympic 
49er. 

His recent successes include a fifth (and 

first New Zealander) at the world champion-
ships in Poland, in August 2019. 

This year’s worlds have been cancelled, 
but Hamilton is enjoying being back on the 
water and training with his crew while the 
fleet awaits news of future events.
By Juliette Richards

Dinghy racing in lockdown? Shore thing!

Open 8am–4:30pm Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat and 9am–4:30pm Sundays and Public Holidays — Call 09 445 3830

Garden waste, General waste, Recycling,  
Landscape Supplies and Reuse shop

OPEN 5 DAYS

The Greer Twiss albatross 
sculpture project is currently on 
hold, says Auckland Council.

 It was supposed to arrive in 
Devonport this year.

“However we will recommence 
with fabrication and installation 
in the coming months,” a council 
spokesperson said. 

 Council is now working towards 
placing the sculpture on Victoria 
Wharf before mid-2021.

Wings clipped on 
sculpture project
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VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | $2.550M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60580

Sharply priced by motivated vendor.   
Surplus to requirement. Make it your own. Absolute 
waterfront position, breath taking harbour panoramas 
and views to the America’s Cup base. Set on a 
1189sqm (approx) section. 293sqm five bedroom 
family home.

BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Clifftop | Panoramic View | Potential Plus

PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188 | 445 3414

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW | SUN 12 - 12.45pm OR BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60588

Rarely does a two bedroom, two bathroom property 
of this nature come to the market positioned for sun 
and enjoying a quiet, serene environment. Boasting 
attention to detail at every turn and beautifully 
considered for easy modern day living, this unique 
property presents a special opportunity in the heart 
of desirable Narrow Neck. Seriously motivated 
vendor, act today!

DEVONPORT | 15A ASCOT AVENUE | A Contemporary Sanctuary 

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

This truly special five bedroom residence in the heart of Stanley Bay will be a pleasure to call 
home - a lasting legacy for yet another generation. Resting proudly on a north facing 835sqm 
site and boasting excellent dimensions for the family to grow, work and play. Spacious semi 
open plan living, dining and a well-designed kitchen result in a simple and tranquil atmosphere, 
with exceptional uninterrupted views across Ngataringa Bay and beyond. 

STANLEY BAY | 42 WATERVIEW ROAD | Exceptional Home With Commanding Views

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60591 | VIEW | SUN 1 - 1.45 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488  
KimPausina@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT: 445 3414 

BOUNDARY LINES INDICATIVE ONLY


