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Gull has agreed to double-glaze bedrooms 
in a house neighbouring its proposed service 
station site in Devonport, and the structure 
will be battleship grey to satisfy appellants.

But after two years and nine months in 
the planning and consent stages, at a cost of 
around $400,000 so far, the company is unsure 

if it will go ahead with building the unmanned 
service station.

 Gull confirmed last week that it has ob-
tained resource consent following court-assist-
ed mediation with neighbours at Cheltenham. 

“This cost represents approximately 30 per 
cent of the entire capital budget proposed to 

redevelop the site,” Gull property and capital 
manager Karl Mischewski said.

Detailed design and building consent is yet 
to be completed and, including development 
contributions, will add a further $100,000 to 
the costs, he said. 

“So that’s half a million 

Gull settles with neighbours – but petrol station far from secure 

Back on track… musician Gary Harvey is playing again after heart attack. Story p 16,17

           Living near the sea an inspiration for music 
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The old Devonport Borough Council 
building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant 
on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 697 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd: 
empty for 697 days
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The $47 million Lake Rd improvement 
project will effectively grind to a halt under 
proposed emergency council cutbacks due 
to the financial fallout from the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Auckland Council is forecasting a $550 
million drop in income due to Covid-19, 
according to an Emergency Budget made 
public last Thursday. 

“Progress made on multi-modal projects 
such as… Lake Rd/Esmonde will have to be 
deferred,” the budget document says.  

The proposed Lake Rd spend of $5,337,609 
over the next year (for design and consulta-
tion) “will need to be put on hold”.

Around $10 million will be stripped 
from Panuku’s town centre development 
budget. It is unclear how this will affect the 
just-approved designs for the Takpuna  town 
square, on which construction was set to 

begin in 2021. 
Also unclear is how a 28 per cent reduction 

in library budgets will affect Devonport and 
Takapuna libraries. 

Any extra spending on sports fields has 
been put on hold, which effectively mothballs 
the $5 million redevelopment of Allen Hill 
stadium for the foreseeable future.

A Panuku spokesperson said the precise 
impact of the cutbacks for the Takapuna 
project would not be known until the budget 
was finalised in July. 

“In general, while our programme in some 
areas will need to slow down or change, we 
don’t envisage a change to the overall out-
comes we are seeking in our neighbourhood, 
the spokesperson said.

• Public feedback on the Emergency 
Budget is being sought. Go the Auckland 
Council website for details.

The  potential sale of council buildings in 
Devonport and Takapuna seems to be back 
on the table. 

Properties at 3 Victoria Rd in Devonport 
(the old Devonport Borough Council build-
ings), and 4 Blomfield Spa and 2 the Strand, 
Takapuna, are not currently on Panuku’s 
disposal list.

However, in an analysis of “asset re-
cycling” opportunities, all three have 
been included on a list identifying a “pro-
posed pipeline of non-mandated properties 
2020/2021”.

“We are now doing a more detailed assess-
ment of how Panuku could help the council 
achieve its increased asset sales target,” a 

Panuku spokesperson told the Flagstaff.
The Auckland Council Emergency Budget 

document says the budget “provides an 
opportunity to increase budget targets and 
accelerate asset recycling to reduce debt.”  

A key consideration in any sale would 
be “the opportunity cost of holding an asset 
which is not providing a service or generating 
an appropriate financial return against the 
opportunity of investing in new assets which 
deliver council services,” the document  says. 

It notes sales of properties may return less 
now than they would have done a year ago.

• The Panuku spokesperson said a tenancy 
flagged for 3 Victoria Rd was “still going 
through the paperwork stage”.

Lake Rd work a casualty of cutbacks

Building sales could be accelerated 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board deputy 
chair George Wood said: “It’s very sad for 
Lake Rd, but we’ll just have to continually 
keep up the pressure.” He expected the 
project to be stalled for two to three years.

Wood hoped the Francis Rd alternative 
cycleway, designed to divert cyclists from 
Lake Rd, would survive, given that the board 
had allocated funding to it. “I’m just hoping 
that project may have a glimmer of hope.”  

Stalled Milford stormwater improvements 
and Wairau Estuary work were also impor-
tant to keep to the fore, said Wood.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair 
Aidan Bennett said: “It will be very easy to 
play the blame game with this problem, but I 
don’t believe that is fair. Covid-19 is a once-
in-a-100-years problem that slammed into 
us all without warning. It is going to affect 
us all enormously, and Auckland Council is 
no different.

“As a board we are focused on continuing 
to support entities in the community that will 
play important roles in the recovery process. 
This will include working closely with com-

Local-body politicians disappointed 
munity groups and business organisations. 
But there is no doubt that the net result of 
this Covid-19 problem is there will be less 
money in the pot. That fact is unavoidable.”

North Shore ward councillor Chris Darby 
said council reveunes have been “savaged 
like never before”. It is important to remem-
ber that the Lake Rd project hasn’t hasn’t 
been cut but deferred, he said. He and fellow 
councillor Richard Hill would be “scrapping 
hard” to retain money and projects. 
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Rachel Rohloff’s house resembles a 
laboratory of fun.

The author of recently published 
educational book The Living World happily 
admits her children, Olive, Luke and Hazel, 
have been guinea pigs in developing the 
more than 170 activities it contains.

The Devonport resident finds ideas 
develop on walks with family schnauzer 
Stanley, “then I come back home and test 
them... there’s a lot of stuff going on, strange 
things growing.”

Rohloff’s love of nature was fostered 
growing up on a Southland sheep farm, and 
her interest in science no doubt encouraged 
by her father Murray, who worked in sheep-
reproduction research.

She worked for a decade as a science 
teacher at a private girls school in 
Hampstead, England, where she restructured 
the curriculum to make learning more 
accessible. From finding science challenging 
and dull, “the girls loved it in the end”.

Rohloff has continued that approach in 
The Living World, which is aimed at children 
from three years old to those at the end of 
primary school. It focuses on biology in 
relation to people, plants and animals. 

“The aim is to learn by doing. Some 
people see science as quite stuffy, but it’s 
immensely creative,” she says.

The Living World centres on “directed” 
learning to inspire children.

In addition to testing with her own 
children, she tried out some of the activities 
on pupils at Stanley Bay School. 

The book is the first of a series of four: 
The Material World (which is completed 
and to be published next year) concentrates 
on chemistry; The Physical World and 
Earth and Beyond will be the third and final 
instalments.

The Living World contains handy tips on 
how to engage with children, including a 

simple list of items needed at home –  “like 
a pantry-basics list” – to set the book’s 
activities in motion.

Rohloff wrote the book mainly at nights, 
around her day job a a director of the New 
Zealand Schools Partnership, which acts 
as a bridge between corporate donors and 
schools.

Publishing The Living World straight after 
the Covid-19 lockdown was in some ways 
ideal timing.

“People  had the chance to literally stop 

and smell the roses… they had the time to 
observe little things – rather than posting 
photos of which party or event they had been 
to, people were posting pictures of  birdlife, 
and dolphins in the harbour.

“I saw a lot families out walking under 
Covid, which was just great.”

Devonport is a fantastic spot to discover 
nature, even though it is part of a city, she 
said. 

• The Living World is available locally at 
Paradox Books.

Home the natural testing ground for local author

Getting creative... Rachel Rohloff’s The Living World contains  
more than 170 activities that aim to help children learn by doing

14 Victoria Road, Devonport 
Ph 445 3010

The Patriot
ON NOW

THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

QUIZ NIGHT
Tuesday 7.30pm

$200 of Bar Tabs 
to be won!

OUR WEDNESDAY 
2 FOR 1 MEAL DEAL

Pay for one, get another FREE! 
From 5pm

NEW OUR DAILY 
$20 MEAL DEAL

Monday to Friday 
Add a House Pint or wine $5
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Devonport waterfront festival planned for America’s Cup
A ‘Dinghies of Devonport’ waterfront, 

heritage art trail is planned to be installed 
to coincide with the next year’s America’s 
Cup.

Twenty upright dinghies will be placed 
at various spots from the Devoport ferry 
terminal to Takarunga and Maungauika.

Each boat will have a story inside, with 
particular emphasis on Maori narrative.

The exteriors will showcase art by De-
vonport peninsula artists.

“It will educate and inform the communi-

ty about our local history, including Maori 
and European settlement, military presence, 
women’s emancipation, the boatbuilding 
industry, harbour transport and the maun-
ga,” the Devonport Business Association 
(DBA) said in a funding application to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board. 

The trail will be part of a Devonport 
Waterfront Festival, hosted by the DBA in 
partnership with Auckland Tourism, Events 
and Economic Development (ATEED) and 
the Tūpuna Maunga Authority. 

A strong local component is already in-
volved in the project including: Devonport 
Museum (Alastair Fletcher); Devonport 
Library (Jeanne Clifton); Tony McNeight 
(art direction and design); Tom Smith (sign 
writing/decals); Kevin Johnson Boatbuild-
ers (construction); Devonport peninsula art-
ists – 20 artworks; and Devonport peninsula 
schools – 20 artworks.

The project has come to fruition follow-
ing six months of community discussion and 
meetings with ATEED. 

The Allen Hill Reserve upgrade ballooned 
from $2 million to $5 million because of 
community consultation and resource-con-
sent decisions, according to documents 
released under the Official Information Act.

“The increase in budget for the Allen Hill 
Reserve upgrade was due to the widening 
of the scope of the project.

“While the original budget was set at 
$2million, this was only for the field up-
grade and lighting upgrades.

“The car park and stormwater compo-
nents were added through consultation and 
the resource-consent hearing process,” the 
documents said.

The cost estimate to complete the phys-

ical works is just over $4 million. This 
excludes the design and resource-consenting 
costs incurred to date, which when added 
takes the total to $4.5 million – more than 
$5 million when GST is added.

The total tender price estimate was 
$4,013,448, according to a report to Auck-
land Council by Stellar Project Delivery 
Specialists, submitted in March.

The work breakdown cost  was: 
$2,727,874 for the car park and stormwa-
ter work; $735,252 for the sand-carpet field 
upgrade; and $550,321 for field and car 
spacepark lighting.

A closer breakdown on the car park and 
stormwater projects included: $245,000 for 

surveys, designs and environmental plans; 
earthworks, clearing, disposal and site 
preparation was put at $493,200; stormwater 
and drainage at $149,700; accessway and 
car-park works $925,365; and $257,000 for 
general site works.

The field work estimates prepared by the 
New Zealand Sports Turf Institute includes 
$16,600 for erosion and sediment control; 
surface removal of kikuyu and relevelling 
$8149; restoring existing drainage $20,000; 
sand-carpet installation and turf establish-
ment $434,665; supply and installation of 
intelligent play system, including 10 years 
of software maintenance, $67,000, the 
documents said.

dollars without even putting a spade in the 
ground.”

Gull will now submit a revised business 
case to its board for additional capital, but 
there is no guarantee this will be approved, 
Mischewski said.  If the green light is given, 
site works will commence later this year with 
the site expected to open around Christmas.

“We can only hope, if we do build this small 
site, that local residents will reward us for our 
efforts with their loyal custom for many years 
to come, as a more convenient and cheaper 
alternative to BP on Lake Rd,” he said.

Gull agreed to mediation because the 
alternative was to proceed to the Environment 
Court, which would have cost a further 
$100,000 and resulted in another year of delay.

“While confident Gull would have been 
successful in the Environment Court, based 
on sound technical experts’ evidence and 
their effects assessments that the site complied 
with council noise and lighting standards, we 
reluctantly elected to settle with appellants 
to cauterise the ongoing and excessive 
haemorrhaging of money and time.

“While both our urban designer and 
council’s were happy with white, matching 
the adjacent white villas next door, the site 
will now be predominantly battleship grey to 
appease appellants. 

“We would have painted it pink if that’s 
what they wanted in order to settle. But this 

example just highlights the absurdity and 
imbalance of the Resource Management Act 
process at times,” Mischewski said. 

Double-glazing for bedrooms only, on one 
adjacent side of the house, was also offered 
by Gull in order to settle with that appellant. 

“Even then they claimed they also slept at 
times in their living room, so that was also 
included,” Mischewski said.

“When you consider the site was a service 
station for over 30 years, and is zoned 
Business – Neighbourhood Centre Zone, 
which specifically provides for service stations 
and other activities that provide residents 

and passers-by with frequent retail and 
commercial needs, you have to wonder what 
the point of zoning is, and if council is even 
doing a half-decent job of administering it.

“It feels like this government, both central 
and local, has no real interest in facilitating 
economic development other than purportedly 
allowing garden sheds and fast-tracking 
their own pet infrastructure projects, which, 
ironically, include many new roads.” 

Mischewski said there is no point having 
better roads “if businesses constantly struggle 
to obtain consents to put fuel in your car to 
enable you to drive on them”.

From page 1 Gull board to decide future of proposed gas station

$5 million soccer ground upgrade blowout

Authorised Simon Watts, 107 Gt South Road, Greenlane, Auckland

E: simon.watts@national.org.nz
W: simonwatts.national.org.nz
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The restoration of Takapuna Grammar 
School’s main block should finish in just 
over a month, with interior work continuing 
on the heritage building’s central tower. 

“Seven years on, the building is finally 
scaffold-free,” said principal Mary Nixon 
of the recent end of exterior work. 

With stonework now pristine and stained 
glass windows restored, the landmark 
building has been returned to its former 
glory – with the assurance of added struc-
tural integrity.

“There are so few buildings of this sort 
in New Zealand,” said Nixon. “It’s also part 
of the history and style of the peninsula.” 

Down the track, she hopes to have a public 
open day to show the community what has 
been achieved. Some students had completed 
their entire secondary schooling with the 
building under wraps.

What appears from the road to be lighting 
installed to highlight the stained glass, is 
actually for construction workers continuing 
inside, she explained. “Seeing it backlit has 
made us think maybe it should be.”

Even Nixon, who took the top job at TGS 
four years ago, has not yet seen inside the 
renovated central tower. “No-one [other 
than construction staff] has been up there 
for six years.” 

She is already fielding suggestions for 
what to do with what was once a draughty 
board room, with staff vying to use the prime 
space. It will not be used for board meetings, 
but ideas include an archive room to house 
school memorabilia.  

The main block is also home to dozens of 
classrooms, some of which have been recon-
figured. Once these are in use, the Ministry of 
Education will be able to remove a number 
of prefab classrooms overlooking the rear 
fields, relocating them to other schools.

The principal and the school’s administra-
tion staff, who have been working from offic-

es in other prefabs accessed off St Leonards 
Rd, will shift back into the main block. 

Nixon said she would be one of the last 
to make the move.  

She described the project as “a significant 
restoration”, that had to factor in heritage 
considerations, while dealing with weath-
er-tightness and earthquake issues. “There’s 
an awful lot of extra supports, metal, gone 
into the building.”

Nixon said she did not know the final 
costs of the project as these rested with the 
ministry. Estimates in 2015 had put the cost 
of restorations to both the main block and 

the already finished 60-year-old hall behind 
it, at $26 million.

Work on the main block began in 2014 
and was initially expected to be finished in 
2018. The project by Woodview Construc-
tion brings the building, opened in 1927, up 
to modern code. 

Removal of the scaffolding and promi-
nent signage on the tower ends a running gag 
about the school’s name being Woodview. 

Instead, Takapuna Grammar School’s 
motto can again be seen clearly etched 
into the stone: Per Angusta Ad Augusta 
(“Through endeavour to greatness”).

Landmark school building finally sheds its scaffolding

Front and centre... Work on the main block at TGS is nearly finished, 
two years after it was expected to be completed 

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Backlog of Buyers
It seems there is a large backlog of property buyers in the market 

(after six weeks of relative inaction) and a shortage of supply, as 
property market and mortgage activity is very high. Banks have 
been busy helping to restructure loans and now they are flat out with 
mortgage applications, especially from first-home buyers looking to 
take advantage of the new low rates at 2.69%.

While it may be short-lived, it has certainly seen prices hold up 
in most places and it does show the huge pent-up demand from so 
many first-home buyers, people returning from overseas and some 
investors. 

Our worry is that as unemployment numbers grow and wage 
subsidies are removed, the supply of property from forced sellers 
may increase and demand may tail off with concerns about job 
certainty. Hence the likelihood of a delayed property-market impact 
that we have talked about in the past, as seen post the 1987 and 2008 
recessions. 

In any event, speak with us on any financing matters –we can 
invariably help out.
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FOR MARKETING 
THAT SELLS 
ALL OVER DEVONPORT

Linda Simmons 
027 459 0957  |  linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz 
www.lindasimmons.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

TOP 5% 

OF BAYLEYS SALES
PEOPLE 2019/2020
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Planned local hospital operations under 
Covid-19 alert level 2 are back to 75 per cent 
of the usual pre-pandemic number. 

The Waitemata District Health Board 
(DHB) plans further increases in operations 
at its North Shore and Waitakere Hospitals 
in coming weeks. 

Patients are being booked based on clini-
cal priority, it says.

More face-to-face outpatient appoint-
ments at hospital clinics are now being held, 
although appointments are also still being  
held by telephone and video.

A DHB spokeswoman said only a small 
number of medical and surgical appoint-
ments had been cancelled or deferred due 
to patient choice. 

These were being rebooked based on 
priority. Where appropriate, during alert 
levels 3 and 4, outpatients cases had been 
rescheduled as phone or video appointments. 

Patients requiring ongoing monitoring had 
also been dealt with remotely.

Hospital 
appointments 

picking up

New mothers on the peninsula looking 
to the reassurance of a Plunket nurse visit 
are still waiting for the service to reopen its 
Takapuna clinic. 

It is expected this should be within the next 
few weeks, but community midwives, who 
traditionally hand over care to Plunket after 
a baby is born, have wondered why Plunket 
has been one of the slower social services to 
get back into gear post-lockdown. 

In response to a Flagstaff query, a spokes-
woman from Plunket’s national office said: 
“I can confirm all clinics are in the process 
of being reopened over the next two to three 
weeks. As it’s being done nationwide and 
they are reopening as they become ready, 
I don’t have a schedule of exactly when 
specific clinics will be open, but we will be 
updating our website regularly with a list as 
they are reopened.”

In-person visits are also in the process of 
cranking up. These typically occur at home 
when a baby is around a month old, with 
subsequent other Well Child appointments 
in the clinics. 

Plunket has nearly 600 locations nation-
wide being readied for appropriate Covid-19 
safety procedures. It caters for nearly 24,000 
clients a year.

Plunketline (0800 933 922) remains 
available for advice by telephone. Online 
parenting education programmes and virtual 
community groups have continued for clients. 

During lockdown, a prioritised virtual 
service was set up to ensure those with the 
highest needs continued to receive Well 
Child care by Zoom video conferences and 
phone calls. 

This was considered an essential service 
by the Ministry of Health.

New mums still waiting for Plunket

Flight centre Devonport a Covid-19 casuality

Unscheduled  departure… The 
Devonport Flight Centre is 
closed indefinitely 

The Flight Centre Devonport branch 
– closed during the Covid-19 lockdown – 
appears unlikely to reopen.

The Flagstaff asked the company if it was 
likely to open the office at some stage in the 
future, but it had not replied by deadline. 
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By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

We had a good response – calls, emails and 
letters – to Ken Davis’s plan (Flagstaff 22 
May) to develop Clarence St as a more peo-
ple-friendly, less car-dominated space, with the 
potential to close it off for the community on a 
regular basis. Let’s hope it gets some support 
from Auckland Council and is put forward for 
funding in the government’s Innovating Streets 
for People Programme.

 
The plan to redevelop the Allen Hill soccer 

fields has turned into a real mess. With the 
bill ballooning to $5 million, it is unlikely to 
be approved by a council left cash-strapped in 
the wake of Covid-19.

As a council insider told the Flagstaff: “It’s 
just terrible timing.” 

What will happen next seems to be up in 
the air.  North Shore United football club had 
handed control of the ground to Auckland 
Council on the provision it maintained it, 
hence the redevelopment plan. I’m not sure 
where this leaves the project and the upkeep 
of the fields.  Official documents show council 
believes the blowout was caused by changes 
to the redevelopment to mollify neighbours, 
and subsequent conditions imposed by re-
source-consent commissioners. 

The club must be feeling cheated by the run 
of events.  While it wanted to improve facilities 
for its elite players, the grass-roots community 
of soccer youngsters and families would have 
benefitted as well.

 
Many sports clubs have been feeling the 

pinch with no play due to Covid-19, and no 
bar takings either.  

Money spent over the bar at sports clubs 
has been dwindling over the years with the 
advent of stricter drink-driving regulations. 
Consequently, clubs have sought corporate 
sponsors to survive. In Devonport, for exam-
ple, Barfoot and Thompson is the principal 
sponsor of the North Shore Cricket Club and 
Harcourts the key funder of the North Shore 
Rugby Club. Real estate appears so far to be 
a business fairly resilient to Covid-19 fallout, 
so I hope these key sponsorships of our clubs 
can remain in place.

 
From the what-ever-happened-to depart-

ment: still no sign of the Greer Twiss Albatross 
sculpture which, no longer wanted as a public 
artwork on the city side of the harbour, had 
been handed on to Devonport for installation 
on Victoria Wharf. 

Auckland Transport’s parking review for 
the town centre has yet to surface either, after 
it was put alongside  a wider redesign of the 
Calliope Rd intersection. The parking review 
was to include a decision on whether the 
parking spaces in Victoria Rd are too narrow. 
Some thought it may also have parking meters 
as an option. The review was supposed to be 
delivered to the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board earlier this year.

Our offer to support Watercare in a launch-
ing a pilot water-tank-subsidy programme in 
Devonport, in light of the current water crisis, 
took a knock at the first hurdle. 

After our last issue went to press, Watercare 
came back to us and said water tanks were 
within the ambit of Auckland’s Council’s 
Healthy Waters department. 

But when we sent a similar letter to Healthy 
Waters general manager Craig McIlroy, he 
seemed keen to have staff discuss the idea. 

To recap: infill housing and new homes have 
been allowed to go ahead at pace under the 
Auckland Unitary Plan, without the compul-
sory installation of water tanks. (In Brisbane, 
for example, water tanks in new builds have 

been mandatory for a decade). 
For existing homes, no subsidies exist for 

retrofitted tanks. Tank technology and design 
has improved markedly in recent years. Stylish 
slimline tanks for small sites, which slot in well 
down a villa or cottage wall, for example, have  
been developed. The cost though, including 
installation, is into the thousands. 

A little help from the council would go a 
long way. It’s not a handout, but potentially a 
massive saving if the expensive infrastructure 
costs of expanding Auckland’s water storage 
are lessened. Greater use of tanks would also 
take pressure off the stormwater system.

 In a pilot programme of water-tank subsi-
dies, the water use on the Devonport peninsula 
could be monitored, so the success or failure 
of a trial would be easily quantified.

It seems strange to me that Watercare – 
which is pushing the ‘save water’ message, 
along with water-use restrictions as storage 
dam levels drop – isn’t in charge of such a 
basic water-preservation measure as a tank to 
catch rain from the roof. 

100% Locally Owned, 
100% Here For You

I’m Teresa Burns, your local hearing expert. 
Call me to discuss your hearing needs and I 
will get you sorted ASAP.

love your hearing

Proudly 100% Kiwi owned and operated

Call 09 475 9849
teresa@teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Free
 Charger
With your pair of

 new hearing

aids
Doctor of Audiology, MNZAS

100% Local,
100% Back to Work

I’m pleased to be back visiting Devonport 
clinic – next clinic dates are Fridays: 5 and  
26 June. Call me to book in for hearing tests, 
hearing aids, repairs and adjustments.

Doctor of Audiology. MNZAS

Devonport Clinic: 2 Fleet Street

Akdeniz Devonport is open 
everyday for breakfast and lunch.

We are open for dinner on  
Fridays and Saturdays.  

For booking, please call us on 
09 600 2125

Located in THE ARCADE 
opposite the library.
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The best holidays are created together.
House of Travel Devonport
55 VICTORIA ROAD, DEVONPORT I 09 445 4211 I DEVONPORT@HOT.CO.NZ 

Our new office hours are 
9am–2pm, Monday–Friday

DEAR DEVONPORT 
COMMUNITY

THANK 
YOU

for your support over  
the lockdown period

We are excited to let 
you know we will 

be reopening on the 
25th of May

AT Local still costing taxpayers $10 per ride
The AT Local ride-share subsidy was $10 

per trip when the service was at its most 
popular, prior to being suspended due to 
Covid-19.

AT Local was exceeding 200 rides per day 
after December 2019, with the peak coming in  
February 2020, at 289 rides per day, accord-
ing to figures obtained by the Flagstaff under 
the Official Information Act.

“Of the 76 working days in this period, AT 
Local exceeded 200 daily rides on 60 days, of 

which 10 days exceeded 300 daily rides,” an 
AT Local performance report said.

Between November 2019 and March 2020 
“when patronage was higher”, the AT Local 
subsidy per trip was at its lowest at $10 per 
passenger, the report said. 

AT Local charges customers $2.50 for 
one-way trips to or from the ferry terminals 
and $5 for other journeys.

It has delivered more than 60,000 rides 
between its launch in November 2018  

and March 2020.
Over 20,000 of those rides have been de-

livered since the extension of the trial from 19 
November to 24 March 2020. The AT Local 
service was then suspended due to Covid-19.

It resumed for a three-month period from 
18 May, with only vans operating to facilitate 
physical distancing. 

• AT Local has 4,459 registered users (with 
2802 having used the service at least once). 
It has 814 regular users.

AT Local outstrips local buses 
AT Local ride-share patronage was almost 

double that of buses on the Stanley Bay and 
Cheltenham routes from September 2019 to 
March 2020.

The average number of daily passengers 
for the 806 and 807 services was 122, while 
for AT Local it was 228. 

However, “these numbers are not directly 
comparable, as the catchment of AT Local 

is quite large compared to the local buses,” 
the AT Local performance report said. 
(AT Local passengers can travel as far as 
Bayswater.)

In addition, the average daily patronage 
for buses was calculated over seven days, 
while AT Local data was based on a five-day 
average from 23 November, when it stopped 
operating on weekends. 

Public consultation on buses vs AT Local 
Public consultation on whether to retain AT 

Local ride-share service or local buses will be 
held over the next three months. 

“As continuing to operate both AT Local and 
local buses on the peninsula simultaneously 
cannot be justified, a public consultation is 
planned during this period for the people of 
Devonport to have their say on public-transport 

options on the peninsula,” the report says. 
“This consultation will help make the de-

cision on whether to continue to operate AT 
Local while removing the local buses, or vice 
versa, while clearly setting out the consequenc-
es of both options,” the report said. 

• Auckland Transport says no changes to bus 
services will occur during Covid-19 level 2. 

Opening hOurs:
Monday to Saturday  
9:30AM to 5:30PM

021 061 6868
Facebook: @Arcade Day Spa

shop 10 The Arcade
5-15 Victoria rd, Devonport

10% off all treatments  
for anyone who 

brings in the paper. 
ExpirEs: 31st July 2020

B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

TAKAPUNA 09 486 0995  I   20 HURSTMERE ROAD, TAKAPUNA  I   TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ 
MILFORD 09 486 2549  I   172 KITCHENER ROAD, MILFORD  I   MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZ

WE ARE OPEN
and available 
for bookings  
and enquiries

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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Getting through the Covid-19 crisis

Waitemata Golf Club has been named New 
Zealand’s best club by further enhancing its 
place at the green heart of the peninsula. 

The club’s work with the community, 
especially in building youth membership, was 
key to securing the Club of the Year title at the 
National Golf Awards announced last week.

Waitemata club manager Hayden McCallum 
was thrilled, but with Covid-19 there was no 
awards ceremony held by New Zealand Golf.

He said the team would organise its own 
local celebration. “The award is certainly a 
nice piece of feedback after the hard work,” 
he said.  “You might think a few more people 
who don’t know about us will come down and 
have a look.”

The club developed a strategic plan five 
years ago and has been working on building 
membership. At a time when golfing numbers 
are dwindling across the country, it has built its 
junior ranks – up from single figures 18 months 
ago to 120 now – and has a total membership 
of around 1000.  

McCallum said offering free ‘give it a go’ 
programmes in local schools had helped drive 
this, and there had been a flow-on interest from 
the family members of junior players. 

Progressively priced subscriptions in young 
adult age brackets also made the game more 
affordable. The club now has 150 members 
aged 20 to 35.

Course drainage had been greatly improved.

Waitemata scores hole in one at golf awards

Changing the perception of golf and making 
the club feel welcoming to newcomers was 
part of future-proofing. At Waitemata this was 
helped by having facilities such as a daytime 
café open to the public and also offering meals 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. 

Lockdown, when there was no play allowed,  
had also seen extra people enjoy the course 
recreationally, by walking through it.

“It was nice that someone could make use 
of it,” McCallum observed. Caution was now 
needed, with up to 200 people playing on busy 
days, but walkers are welcome to enjoy the 

environment if they exercise care and avoid 
the fairways. Plenty did at alert levels 3 and 4, 
especially in the early mornings and evenings.

The 32-year-old golf administrator, who 
came to Waitemata two and a half years ago 
from a post as golf director at the Akarana club 
in Mt Roskill, was also finalist in the Leader 
of the Year award. 

An independent panel undertook the 
national judging from regional nominations. 
Waitemata pipped establishment club – 
Russley in Christchurch – and the Manawatu 
Golf Club for the top title.

Young blood... Waitemata Golf Club manager Hayden McCallum says 
a programme in local schools has helped build the club’s junior base 

N
G
W
0
0
4
8oneoneroa.co.nz

Stop searching. Start living.
Stylish new homes in the heart of Belmont.
Call 021 888 133 to book a viewing today.

NGW0048 Oneoneroa Press_HP_120x171mmW_Flagstaff_Rangitoto Observer.indd   1 29/05/20   4:38 PM
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Getting through the Covid-19 crisis

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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Letters 
to the Editor

Letters are welcome.  They should be on Devonport-related topics. Nom-de-plumes or 
submissions without a name will not be printed. Email to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  
or post to Devonport Flagstaff, PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

I was delighted to read about the proposal 
to lower the speed of traffic in the Devonport 
village and introduce a pedestrian shared space 
for Clarence St (Flagstaff, 22 May).

Having thoroughly enjoyed watching and 
participating in local roads being used for ac-
tivities other than driving during the lockdown, 
I hope the proposal by Ken Davis gets widely 
supported by residents, local business and the 
local board.

New Zealand Transport Agency’s recent an-
nouncement to seek and fund projects that will 
Innovate Streets for People should be pounced 
on as a terrific opportunity to enrich the quality 
of our much-loved village centre. 

Little would be lost and so much gained if 
vehicles all had to drive 20km/h slower in the 

village. Having a portion of Clarence St con-
verted to a mixed-mode shared space would 
provide a much-needed wind-protected and 
sunny space in the centre of the village that 
would support civic activities for generations 
to come.

The Devonport community should get in 
behind this initiative and make sure it happens.
Simon Mrkusic

Pedestrian-friendly areas are a great idea, 
but how about making pedestrians friendly?

The village has seven zebra crossings 
within 200 metres of each other, yet on a 
Saturday watch how many  pedestrians still 
avoid them and ignore cars.

A common place for that is at the Manuka 
Restaurant corner, causing problems for cars 
turning left. I believe someone has been 
knocked over before at this spot.

People cross metres away from a crossing.
Parents with young kids just cross where 
they like because it’s easier, but are not 
teaching their kids basic road safety.

It’s simple: roads are for vehicles and 
bikes, and crossings are for pedestrians to 
cross the road safely.

We all have to take responsibility.
Graham Edwards 

Ken Davis and team should be 
commended for the Devonport Safer 
Streets Initiative (Flagstaff 22 May).   

Devonport evolved as a village 
long before cars. Perhaps now it’s 
time to put the priority of pedestrians 
back in focus with a goal of becoming 
a better version of itself.  

As we come out of lockdown with 
a fresh look at life, an initiative like 
this deserves consideration. 

Sure, there will be issues with 
parking and opposition from some, 
but Devonport today is just an ever-
changing series of for-rent signs. 

Something has to change, and 
vision with good planning is what is 
needed. I would prefer to see more 
people, more bikes and fewer cars 
parading through our town, a trend 
that is happening all over the planet.   

Let’s see if we can return to our 
village roots and become a safer 
and even more desirable place to 
live, work and relax.  

   Chris Keenan

Making our 
village a better 
version of itself

Get behind Clarence St proposal 

But pedestrians  
need to step up too

Harcourts Devonport Tides
©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Nicole Plewinski PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E nicole.plewinski@harcourts.co.nz

It was great seeing the plans by Ken Davis 
in last week’s edition (Flagstaff, 22 May) 
making Clarence St  not only safer but more 
pleasant to be in. 

This is just what the doctor ordered and 
is absolutely in line with overseas trends. 
Let’s bring Devonport into the 21st century 
and make it for people and social activity, 
rather than cars. 

Let’s hope we get our share of the funding 
so this project can be implemented promptly. 
Julian Mitchell

Safer Streets Initiative 
supported 
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“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

A ball by any other name may be held at 
Takapuna Grammar School later this year, if 
Covid-19 allows principal Mary Nixon the 
chance to play fairy godmother.

Options will be weighed for a social occasion 
to be held later than July, when the school ball 
for senior students normally takes place. 

“If possible, and when possible, we’d like to 
have a function – we’re not calling it a ball – but 
we’d like to have an event,” Nixon said.

The scope of this can’t yet be decided, she 

said, with matters such as whether government 
health regulations would even allow dancing 
still uncertain. The event might be like a ball or 
it might have to evolve in style. 

Date changes for any delayed celebratory 
social event will also need to fit in with school 
timetables and Year 12 and 13 examinations.

Although “pause had been pressed” on ball 
planning, the school recognises the importance 
of social celebrations. An event at the end of 
Term 3 is a possibility.

“We really feel the young ones have missed 
out on a lot this year,” Nixon said. As well as a 
disrupted school year and remote learning, big 
sports tournaments had been cancelled.

Lockdown had shown how important social-
ising is, so the hope was to come up with a safe, 
fun and appropriate way to do this. 

“School is a social place, the whole online 
learning thing, being at home with family, has 
really highlighted that.”  

A student-ball committee, normally involved 
in planning the event, will have a role in any 
alternatives. 

For the moment, Nixon said she did not want 
undue focus on what is always a much-anticipat-
ed event being another distraction for students. 
But she realised it was important to them. 

The spin-off, a dress-up event that benefitted 
businesses providing services to those who 
attended, was also recognised. 

“We think it might be possible to do some-
thing special,” Nixon said. 

TGS will hold ball... or something special

RESTORING TAKARUNGA HAURAKI
Upcoming events: Saturday 6 June:  
Jutland Road Ecological Restoration

Join a small team of local people of all ages 
and backgrounds helping to make this coastal 
fringe forest ecosystem and a beautiful fresh-
water wetland thrive. RSVP at www.facebook.

com/events/538933966720705/ or email: 
pestfreedevonport@gmail.com

HERB FAIRIES ACADEMY IS BACK! 
Sunday 7 June, 10:30am Ngataringa Organic 

Garden, 72 Lake Road, Narrow Neck
After a long, unexpected break, the beautiful 
Althea (Hollyhock Fairy) is happy to announce 

her return with the Herb Fairies Academy  
at Ngataringa Organic Garden. 

Don’t forget to take your gumboots!  
For more info contact Eva at 09 442 5799  

or 021 288 3344.  Cost: Free.

DEVONPORT DRAMA TEEN CLASS 
PRESENTS “GOTHIC”
Friday 26 June 7:00pm  

Saturday 27th June 11:00am and 3:00pm
The Rose Centre, School Road, Belmont

The Rose Centre is now open, working to alert 
level 2 guidelines. Gothic, is the story of the 
night Lord Byron challenged Mary Shelley to 
write a horror story in one night. By morning, 
she had the first draft of Frankenstein. Watch 

as vampires and the undead come to life 
before your eyes. 90 minutes. PG

Please book at the Rose Centre in person  
or on 09 445 9900. Cost: $10, family: $40

NGATARINGA TENNIS CLUB  
REOPENING

Ngataringa Tennis Club has implemented a 
COVID-19 Level 2 Court Safety Plan and they 
are very excited to welcome their members 
and visitors again. To read more about how 
to safely attend tennis activities visit their 

website: www.clubspark.kiwi/ 
NgataringaTennisClub. Contact the  
coaches at admin@tennisplus.co.nz.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs
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Gary Harvey has seen it all with live audi-
ences in his six decades of singing and playing 
guitar. But he’s never seen the punters told to 
stay home before.

Not that the lockdown stopped this veteran 
singer-songwriter from making music at home 
in Narrow Neck, ever confident that the good 
times would roll round again soon.

The irrepressible Harvey is probably one of 
New Zealand’s longest-standing live perform-
ers. He’s played all over the place in a string of 
bands with names that reflected the southern 

rock and blues music they made. He’s played 
in the UK and the southern USA, and in his 
heyday he led bands onto big stages to open 
for some touring big names.

In more recent times, he’s been a solo acous-
tic act playing gigs closer to home – down at 
the Esplanade Hotel – when the lights went out 
on him, and the rest of us, for a while. And as it 
turned out, the enforced break came for Harvey 
at exactly the right time.

A small heart attack had temporarily stopped 
the 73-year-old in his tracks, and when the 
Flagstaff caught up with him, some of the 
conversation was by phone from North Shore 
Hospital. 

Ever cheerful, he was out of there in days 
with a few repairs and mighty relieved to have 
headed off a health scare.

Trouble had struck in early March, well be-
fore lockdown, for fitness freak Harvey.

“I was getting up Queen Street to the record-
ing studio and I didn’t feel great. I was abso-
lutely buggered and breathless when I got there. 
I realised there was something wrong then.”

Temporarily knocked out, and with the added 
worry of being sole carer for his 97-year-old 
mother Mary, Harvey was all too aware they 
were a vulnerable household.

But he remained pretty philosophical in the 
first week of lockdown.

“Ah well, see how it goes. I’m not too wor-
ried. I’m a great believer in fate,” he said, in 
the sort of voice that goes with his music, the 
demeanour and the greying mane. 

Back on his feet he’s in fighting form with a 
return to gigs in his sights.

Lockdown canned performances scheduled 
for the Far North and as far south as Dunedin. 

No worries, it will come back, says Harvey, 
though he’s realistic about pulling the audiences 
these days – pandemics aside.

“The audiences you can expect are just 
nothing like they used to be. I’ve noticed a big 
difference in people’s patterns over the decades. 
People aren’t going out to live music in bars as 
much as they used to, for various reasons. The 
lure of the big screen in the living room is one 
factor. And the smoking ban halved audiences 
overnight.”

He has no reason to give up though. “I’ve 
got friends all over the country. If I want to see 
someone, I just organise a gig and hit the road.”

Harvey’s a local boy, with roots that go well 
back. His grandparents bought the house at 
26A Queens Pde, where he was born in the 
late 1940s. His father, Burt Harvey, was the 
long-time barman at the Masonic Hotel and, 
unsurprisingly, was known to all in town.

“Man, that was quite a funeral Dad had,” 
chuckles Harvey.

Independent Financial Advice
Individuals and Businesses
Call me for a no obligation chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements on website.

Next gig still beckoning for seasoned local rocker
Lockdown might have put live entertainment on hold, but neither a pandemic nor a personal health scare will 
stop veteran musician Gary Harvey from following a passion that began in 60s Devonport. Helen Vause reports.  

Sweet home Narrow Neck… Gary Harvey lives near the beach, but travels to wherever friends and music 
take him 
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Young Harvey went to Devonport Primary 

School and Takapuna Grammar. By his early 
teens, he had well and truly got the music bug.
From the way life panned out from there, you 
could blame much of it on the gyrating form 
and inimitable sound of Elvis Presley.

“I couldn’t get enough of it and went to all 
his movies. And I thought, that’s me, that’s what 
I want to do.”

Unlike many star-struck kids of the time, he 
started seriously working on his dream.

By the time he was 15, Harvey could play 
guitar well enough to catch the attention of 
some local musicians, not much older than him.

“Get yourself a bass guitar,” they told him. 
So he did, and became one of The Cavemen, 
a band of mostly local boys that  played the 
Shore youth clubs, parties and school dances 
in the early 60s, and sometimes went further 
across the city. Harvey reckons they were 
Devonport’s first band. 

Harvey quit school at 15 and began a me-
chanic’s apprenticeship in Takapuna. But he 
was playing up a storm at nights and weekends. 

Before he was 20 years old, he took off for 
the frenzy and promise of the booming music 
scene in late-60s London.

There, he got work and made music, some-
times playing and mixing it with the big names, 
hanging out with the likes of Led Zeppelin and 
The Pretty Things and turning down a chance 
to join Supertramp.

“They were fantastic times,” recalls Harvey.
But after marrying an English girl, he 

brought her to New Zealand to crack back into 
the Kiwi music scene of the early 70s.

The couple settled in Beach Haven. They had 
two daughters and Harvey, although he couldn’t 
afford to give up the day job, threw himself into 
live music in the city. 

One of his many bands, Red House Rock-
ers,  may have been his heyday in the mid-90s, 
says Harvey. They belted out Texas-style blues 
rock three to four nights a week, on stage 
all over the country, and made good money 
for the times. Then there came the Rippers, 
Rattlesnake Shake and the Gary Harvey Band. 

Top musicians came and went and over the 
years – Harvey has played with more than he 
can remember – with a sound evolving over 
time, ranging from boogie to hard rock.

In his music, you can hear the southern-rock 
sounds from his long affinity with the US and 
countless trips to play and jam with musicians 
in the Southern States. During lockdown he 
collaborated on new music with a guitarist in 
those parts.

Long-time music critic Graham Reid has 
written of  the “old blues rocker” Harvey that 
he is “the real deal and he’s in it for the music 

and not much reward… it’s the kind of music 
people love to hear in bars, but radio and TV 
people don’t have a clue about.”

Harvey laughs when he talks about how his 
eclectic music has evolved.

 “Along with the Elvis influence, I had 
an early obsession with cowboys and then 
a great liking for Texas. So that’s been a big 
influence.”

Where does his original stuff come from?
“My mind is like a junkyard. There is just 

so much stuff in there. Once I get inspiration – 
I’m away. The only rule is there are no rules.”

Harvey has had a steady output of albums, 
with the influences clear in the song titles – 
Outlaws, Bad Water, Whiskey Train, Preacher 
Man, Bootleg Boogie.

The last album from the Gary Harvey 
Band,  about five years ago, was Ghost Dance. 
Harvey was tickled by the reviews, especially 
one from a London-based music magazine 
Fireworks, after the album had a whirl on 
radio in the UK.

“Juicy, feisty blues rock… a good compan-
ion for a ride down a dusty American high-
way,” the magazine’s reviewer wrote in 2015.

“At the time I thought I could now die 
happy,” chuckles Harvey.

But the guy who just keeps on going ain’t 
done yet. He’s thinking about some more solo 
gigs in Devonport, but he’s also wondering 
about getting on the road again. Maybe an-
other band?

“There’s plenty of gigs ahead,” says Harvey. 
“The boys can always be rustled up to get it 
all together again.”

“Once I get 
inspiration – I’m 
away. The only 

rule is there are no 
rules.”

Devonport 09 445 2010 
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club 



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 18 June 5, 2020

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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kitchensbydesign.co.nz

An entertainer’s 
kitchen with exquisite 
design details.

Visit our showroom today. 
3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 379 3084
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Visit our showroom today.
3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 379 3084

kitchensbydesign.co.nz

It’s an interesting dilemma. Naturally, 
you want your new kitchen to stand out 
and be the star attraction in your home, 
but in the same breath, you don’t want it 
to compete with the rest of your décor, or 
distract from the beautiful natural vistas 
you may have from your living space.

This kitchen, in a newly completed home 
that occupies an enviable site overlooking 
the Hauraki Gulf, is a point in case, as it 
has magnificent views and a stunning new 
interior. Richard Cripps from Kitchens By 
Design says it was one of those dream jobs to 
be involved with, but it took careful planning 
to achieve a balanced result for his clients.

“Being given a brand-new space to work 
with is always exciting, but it’s also has its 
challenges,” says the designer. “Our clients’ 
original brief was for their new kitchen to be 
black and white, but I worked with them to 
flesh out that idea, to tone it down and create 
something with a bit warmth, but still had 
punch, giving them the monochromatic look 

they asked for, to tie it back into the décor of 
the rest of the house.”

The designer says the biggest impact you 
can make in any kitchen is your choice of 
cabinetry. Here, he opted for a textured timber 
veneer, stained grey. This helped provide 
warmth and also softened the cabinetry’s 
impact on the rest of the room. “To give 
my client the black-and-white element she 
asked for, I designed a black island, clad in 
a durable engineered stone that has a bold 
white vein running through it. I chose a matt 
finish to stop glare and reflections – because 
it’s in a high-sun space – and I also built in a 
wine fridge on the dining side of the island, as 
my clients are big on entertaining.”

For the benchtop along the back wall, the 
designer specified a 5mm steel plate that 
wraps up and around the entire cooking 
zone. “Our client had seen something similar 

in a magazine and loved the idea of it. It 
certainly helps added a bit of visual interest 
and also fits nicely with the grey stain of the 
wood veneer – as does the playful, round-
patterned tile used for the splashback, which 
was also their choice.”

Adjacent and separate to the main kitchen 
is a large, walk-in scullery. “It’s a long, narrow 
space with a slim, slot window at one end,” 
explains the designer. “In here, we made the 
finishes a lot more utilitarian, moving away 
from the textured timber finishes and opting 
for smooth, easy-clean surfaces. We also 
specified a white benchtop to break up the 
dark-grey cabinetry.”

Overall, the ‘flat’ finishes and darker 
tones employed in this kitchen have helped 
it take a back seat ahead of the views that 
rightly dominate the open-plan living space, 
fulfilling the designer’s goal of striking a 
perfect balance between standing out as the 
beautiful kitchen it is, and subtly blending 
into its environment.

If you’re thinking about putting in a new 
kitchen, give one of the team at Kitchens By 
Design a call, or pop into their Auckland-based 
showroom at 3 Byron Ave, Takapuna, ph:  
09 379 3084. And for inspiration, take a look 
at their website at www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz

A question of balance

Coastal Classic by 
Shane George from 
Kitchens By Design

Being given a  
brand-new space to  
work with is always  
exciting, but it also  
has its challenges.

The biggest impact  
in any kitchen is your  
choice of cabinetry.



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 24 June 5, 2020Trades & Services

Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

Clear View 
Web Design

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

•  Excellent  
customer service

•  In business  
for 12+ years

•  Local provider

•  Cutting-edge  
website design

• App and software development
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
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SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO
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ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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1A Fleet Street, Devonport
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DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Call us today on 
022 471 4469

stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Ask for a free, 
no-obligation consultation.

Yes! We do retro-fitted 
double glazing

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!

Electrician
Friendly 

Registered Electrician

Call Oli
021 02 73 63 23

Genuine Low Prices
Prompt Service
Senior Discount



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 26 June 5, 2020

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

• RENOVATIONS
• NEW HOMES
• DESIGN & BUILD

3 MASTERBUILD 10 YEAR GUARANTEE

021 541 392
hamid@yourbuilder.co.nz

www.yourbuilder.co.nzCELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Professional Services

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Want more business locally?
Advertise locally!

Reach your Devonport Peninsula customers  cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Looking back – 20 years ago 
from the Flagstaff files

Looking Back

• Devonport ferries the Kea and the Kestrel 
crash in fog.

• Devonport Wharf is quickly moving to-
wards becoming a ghost town, with nine 
shops now empty. One tenant describes 
the wharf management as “Mickey 
Mouse”, with limited maintenance and 
no promotion.

• North Shore makes the rugby play-offs 
with a thrilling win over Marist.

• Henry Fippard’s skateboard is snatched in 
a Victoria Rd theft. He had only owned it 
for four days.

• A shock report puts repair work required on 
Torpedo Bay wharf at $300,000.

• Takapuna Grammar’s Monique Robbins is 
selected to compete in the 100m freestyle 
at the Sydney Olympics.

• A memorial to the Korean War is unveiled 
at Devonport naval base. 

• Eight Devonport peninsula shops are 
nominated for the Auckland Top shop 
awards. They are: Abigail’s, Cushla’s 
Village Fabrics, Echo Recycle Boutique, 
Kuching Cats, Devonport New World, 
Talavera, The Village Flower Shoppe and 
Making Waves.

• Shirley Brickell, founder of the Devonport 
Arts Festival in the mid-1950s, and a 
Devonport resident for 33 years, has died. 

• Moves to have corporate sponsorship on 
Bayswater School buildings grind to a 
halt.

• The history of  Devon Park is outlined in 
the book Selling Auckland: The Story of 
Barfoot and Thompson. 

•  Devonport psychologist  John Read is the 
Flagstaff interview subject. 

Flagstaff interview... John Read

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Call or email for a free,  
no-obligation consultation.

Yes! 
We do retro-fitted

double glazing.

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!
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The installation of new security cameras at 
Ngataringa Tennis Club, to safeguard a life-
saving defibrillator, will be partially funded 
by a Devonport-Takapuna Local board grant 
of $1500.  

The defibrillator was installed outside the 
club in 2018 and a week later it was used to 

save the life of a man who had a heart attack 
in the nearby park. 

The defibrillator, which is housed outside 
the club for easy access, was stolen in No-
vember 2018, and again in November 2019, 
when it was damaged beyond repair.

The club had sought $4645 from the board.

Warmer rooms during winter will soon be 
available at Devonport Community House, 
with the installation of two new heat pumps.

The community house was allocated a 
$6000 Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
grant towards the pumps.

It initially applied for a grant to fund five 

heat pumps, but the cost was higher than the 
grant-allocation limit.

Board member Ruth Jackson said it was a 
shame that the main hall at the community 
house could not be included in the heat pump 
upgrade, as it was biggest public meeting 
space in Devonport.

Warmer rooms 
at community house

Grant for security cameras

Bowling club plays Civil Defence role
A  Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 

grant to replace a leaking electric hot-
water system and pipes at Stanley 
Bay Bowling and Petanque Club was 
increased from $4000 to $6000 due to the 
club’s importance as a Civil Defence post.

Board member Ruth Jackson, who 
argued for the increase, said in an 
emergency the club could be used to 
feed and accommodate residents. 

Board deputy chair George Wood 
voted against the grant.  

Ascot House
137 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

Ascot House has been looking after Devonport’s 
elderly residents for over fifty years, providing a 

range of professional care services in a boutique, 
caring, friendly home environment.  

To make an enquiry for yourself, a family 
member or friend, please call  

Shona or Pat  445 2518.

Looking for Short or 
Long Term Care?

PHONE 445 2518
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We can now take new admissions

Ascot House
137 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

Ascot House has been looking after Devonport’s 
elderly residents for over fifty years, providing a 

range of professional care services in a boutique, 
caring, friendly home environment.  

To make an enquiry for yourself, a family 
member or friend, please call  

Shona or Pat  445 2518.

Looking for Short or 
Long Term Care?

PHONE 445 2518

 
Enrolment for Out of Zone 

Students for 2019  
 

Devonport Primary School  
invites applications for  

out of zone enrolments in  
Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

for 2019  
 

Applications close: 17th Oct  
Ballot Date (if required) - 24th Oct  

 
Please contact the school for  

application forms, or an  
opportunity to visit.  

445 0183 
office@devonport.school.nz 

www.devonportschool.nz 
  

ENROLMENTS 
TERM 3 2020

Enrolment at the school is governed by 
an enrolment scheme, details of which 

are available from the school office.
Applications for out-of-zone places in Year 1, 

Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6  
are now being invited for those students  
who will become eligible for enrolment 

during the period 20 July to 25 September. 
The deadline for receipt of applications for 

out-of-zone places is 20 July 2020.
If a ballot for out-of-zone places is required, it 
will be held on 20 July 2020. Parents will be 
informed of the outcome of the ballot within 
three school days of the ballot being held.

If you live in the home zone and have not 
yet signalled your intention to enrol your 
child later this year, please contact the 
school immediately to assist us to plan 

appropriately.
The Board of Trustees will also hold multiple 

ballots throughout 2020 to enable out-of-
zone children to continue to enrol in 2020.
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 COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORTLicensed Agent, REAA

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

REAL ESTATE

ACCOMMODATION
Anne Street – 2 bedroom furnished apartment. 
Minimum one month rental, available from 1 
October to 15 December 2020. Totally refur-
bished accommodation, fully furnished includ-
ing white wear, beds & linen. Full kitchen, two 
story, separate entrance, quiet and private. Suit 
single or business couple. No Pets- Non smok-
ers only apply. See more details on website:  
https://www.duckinn. co.nz/ $650 per 
week. Ph Craig 027 299 2172.    
Garden apartment, Central Devonport, to 
let short or long-term. Private, self-contained, 
separate entrance. One queen-size bedroom, 
dressing room, sep bath, shower, laundry, 
open-plan living/kitchen/dining. Available 
mid-September onwards. Phone 021 414 090.
39 King Edward Parade. Waterfront apart-
ment in earthquake strengthened building. 
12 mins to ferry. 1 double bedroom. Full 
refit. Polished timber floors 0272 646 626 or  
leesmargaret3@gmail.com or see TradeMe.

SERVICES OFFERED
A1 Handyman. Excellent work, budget. No 
job too big or small. Josh: 021 261 8322.

Carpenter. Villa maintenance, restoration, 
home repairs and landscaping. Devonport 
based. 35 years’ experience. Text or call Terry 
021 085 24960
Complete home maintenance by perfectionist 
boat builder/builders. Including rotten win-
dows, doors, weather boards. Exterior/interior. 
Call Duane 027 488 5478.
Dry manuka/tea tree and gum in sacks. 
Prompt delivery. Phone 021 856 074  
billbradford566@gmail.com
Your answer to freedom! Experienced 
babysitter available any hours and based in 
Bayswater. Had to come home from col-
lege in USA in March, here till the end of 
August. BPS principal Bruce Cunningham 
is happy to be my reference. Contact me  
(Br idget ) -  Ph:  09  445 2265 Emai l :  
bridgetconnolly13@gmail.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

For further events and information please visit Restoring Takuranga 
Hauraki’s Facebook page events. Or contact RTH 

programme coordinator Lance Cablk 
pestfreedevonport@gmail.com

Pest Free Maungauika 2024 
Saturday June 6th 10am - 12pm. 
Removal of invasive honey suckle 
and other aggressive weeds.  Meet 
at road entrance.

Jutland Road Ecological 
Restoration
Saturday June 6th 3 - 4:30pm.
Contribute to and learn more 
about our restoration plans in the 
coastal fringe forest and wetland 
ecosystems. 

Mana Wahine Hui
Friday June 19th 10:30am - 1pm. 
Come celebrate the leadership 
and kaitiakitanga of indigenous 
women. Guest presenter, 
Charmaine Bailie, ecologist and 
chair of Kaipātiki Project. 
Registration required.
159 Bayswater Ave.

Raranga Workshop
Saturday June 20th 10am - 2pm.
Harakeke weaving arts led by 
Takutai Moana Watts. Registration 
required, koha. 159 Bayswater Ave.

Friends of Achilles Reserve
Sunday June 21st 1pm - 3:30pm. 
Planting Native Species in the 
reserve. Air Corps Hall 9A Achilles 
Crescent. 

RTH Meeting
Wednesday June 24th 
7:30pm - 9pm 
Community consultation 
regarding our draft comments to 
the Local Board Plan regarding 
caring for our local environment. 
All ages and perspectives 
welcome. Venue TBC. 
*All events will follow COVID-19 
Guidelines

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

FLAGSTAFF 
CLASSIFIEDS

sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Email your classified  
advertisement to us 

Classifieds

CLASSIFIEDS

Want more 
business locally? Advertise locally!

Reach your Devonport Peninsula customers  cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates.   E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Support Devonport businesses 

They’re open now. 
Keep our community alive.
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Takapuna Grammar
SCHOOL NEWS JUN 5, 2020

Korean Senior Gala Party
CAS EXPERIENCE

In the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 
programme, there exists a vital core component 
named Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS). The 
purpose of this is for students to have co-curricular 
activities alongside their daily schedules, to be 
engaged in the community and to develop skills 
and face challenges outside of class, which is one of 
the goals that IB aims for: being a lifelong learner.

As a person who lives a mostly balanced lifestyle, 
the idea of CAS wasn’t really intimidating to me. I 
had already been doing some co-curricular things 
in my free time, such as coding and video editing. 

For me, the challenge with CAS was finding an 
intricate balance between all three components of 
CAS, especially the Activity component, for I do 
not do many sports. However, I share a burning 
passion for skiing, even if I am not the best at it; I 
find it an exciting and engaging sport.

One of my experiences from last year was 
volunteering at the Korean Senior Gala Party. It was 
an awesome time, and I learned so much about 
Korean culture that I had never thought about 
before. A goal I had for the day was to provide the 
guests with a great time to start off their year. It 
was an amazing time as I got to catch a glimpse 
of some of the performances that were happening 
in the main hall when I wasn’t busy transitioning 
between the kitchen and hall. 

I worked with a group of volunteers, providing 
food, desserts and, occasionally, assistance to some 
of the seniors of our Korean community. We also 
worked with the organisers of the event, Hi-Well 
charity, to provide a memorable and wonderful 
experience for our elders. I even learned how to 
greet people in Korean, which is with the word 
‘annyeonghaseyo’.

Overall, I feel like CAS is helping to shape me 
into a better person for my future, and will help 
me develop some of the qualities of the IB learner 
profile, such as being a lifelong learner, being open/
international-minded and being a better risk-taker. 

I feel CAS is an important part of the course 
that adds to the awesome experiences the course 
provides and allows for so many opportunities.   
Taking these opportunities brings self-growth in our 
skills and abilities, which can be used to conquer 
challenges later on in life after high school. I can’t 
wait to continue taking up these opportunities and 
learn more about myself in the process.

By FILIP JERKOVIC

The Korean performance known as ‘changgochum’, also known as the hour-glass 
drum dance.

All the volunteers that helped on the day.

A photograph of my certificate 
provided from volunteering at the 

event for 8.5 hours.

9 March 2020 – the week before  
lockdown when the world shut down
third period, the walls of the music block bare
of posters, stand-up piano notes slumped
in the hallway, mascara applied messy, 
we do not know if this is our last day

third period, the room a shaded shadow
of chairs, half-distanced desks, classmates
sprawled on the floor in sunshine, blank eyes,
here is the last music left in the music block

third period, it’s Alice Jones, her voice lifting us up
and up through the ceiling, phones dead in our pockets, 
into sky and silence, we’re listening, thinking of nothing,
everything absent of everything but now

BY PIPPI DUNCAN
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Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.
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The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Shore Jobs is the new site  
or all your job needs on  
the North Shore.
We might be new, but all the 
jobs that are currently available 
are here. We have employers 
from North Head to North 
Albany and everywhere  
in between. Looking for  
a new opportunity? 
Need to advertise a position? 
Look no further – ShoreJobs  
for all your job needs. 

Support 
your paper 
for the price 
of a cup 
of coffee.

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on 
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.
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We need your help  

to donate 1000 meals!
Milford Shopping Centre has teamed up with Bellyful North Shore, 

who deliver meals to young families struggling with illness. 

When you spend $50 or more at Milford Centre, fill out a form 
 in-store and we’ll donate to Bellyful North Shore on your behalf.

As a thank you,
be in to WIN $500

Help us empower  
200 women

Drop off your quality pre-loved workplace clothing or evening 
wear to the Milford Shopping Centre Customer Service Kiosk. 

We need your help to make 200 donations to Dress for Success 
Auckland, a charity who provide job interview clothing for 

 women in need.

As a thank you,
be in to WIN $3000

AU CKLAND

24 Milford Road, Milford, AucklandFIND OUT MORE  milfordcentre.co.nz
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The Devonport community should be proud 
of the way it responded during the recent strict 
lockdown, says Community Coordinator Maria 
Teape. 

As well as publishing essential information 
and being a communications hub, Teape’s 
employer, the Devonport Peninsula Trust, co-
ordinated organisations and leaders to review 
lockdown initiatives and identify areas for 
improvement. 

Trustee Brent Talbot, who chaired the online 
Community Resilience meeting, said “the lock-
down provided a real test and proved the value 
of community networks”.

Responding to offers of help from volunteers, 
Devonport Locals Facebook group administra-
tor Jacki Fortune set up the Devonport Self-Iso-
lation Support group. 

It organised medicine and shopping pickups 
for the elderly and immune-compromised. An 
online app to match volunteers with tasks is 
being evaluated, so that if it was needed in the 
future, the group could be more efficient.

Vicar of Devonport’s Holy Trinity, Char-
maine Braatvedt says she feels “humbled to be 
part of such a loving community”. 

The church’s foodbank operated throughout 
the lockdown, but those who needed support 
outside the peninsula had difficulty accessing 
it. The porch of the church was converted to a 
free homegrown fruit and veggie pickup that 
was a “lovely thing”. 

“Some people suffered with the lack of hu-
man contact”, says Braatvedt, and “the church 
set up a telephone tree to reach out whether they 
were church members or not”. 

“Our elderly were so grateful for the contact.” 
Braatvedt also ran an online chat six days a 
week, but says that assistance accessing com-
puter technology is needed for many.

Brianna Parkinson, who runs Kai 4 Commu-
nities, and had been coordinating Bayswater 
Kaitahi community dinners, had to change fo-
cus. There has been an urgent need for prepared 
meals for the elderley, and with CMA (Com-
panionship and Morning Activities for Seniors) 
she’s recently been granted council funding. 
She’s looking at the possibility of establishing 
a mobile commercial kitchen.

The Devonport Business Improvement Dis-
trict manager, Shaulyn van Baaren, says locals’ 
support of Devonport businesses has been 
impressive. “Many of our businesses joined 
online groups to keep the community informed,” 
she said. Van Baaren is keen to build on the 
support and goodwill shown and will continue 
to let people know how they can support their 
retailers, eateries and services.

Lance Cablk, who heads the community-led 
environmental programme Restoring Takarunga 
Hauraki, had a busy lockdown. “With so many 
residents exploring their environment on foot, 
it was the perfect time to provide information 
about our wonderful coastlines and reserves,” 
he says. 

Highlights were the discovery of the first 

bellbird visiting the peninsula in over 100 
years, and a well-attended online public 
meeting on migratory shorebirds.

Civil Defence was identified as an area 
needing attention. Although Auckland 
Council’s Emergency Management Cen-
tre was distributing food parcels, it didn’t 
appear to coordinate other essentials, such 
as medicine, for those in isolation. 

Devonport Civil Defence group’s 
Marcel Pulsford agrees that more can be 
done locally, if there are resources. 

Brent Talbot points out that the crisis 
highlighted vulnerabilities for the penin-
sula. “What if infrastructure was damaged 
or roading disrupted? How vulnerable 
would the community be then?”

The lack of banking facilities over 
the lockdown was also a concern for the 
group. Those unfamiliar with online or 
telephone banking had no way of access-
ing services.

The Community Resilience group 
intends to present its findings to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board later 
this month.

Devonport: a resilient community

Lending a hand... Leah Kermode (above) helping with a Kaitahi 
Bayswater community dinner, as were Paddy Staffford-Bush and 
Mark Charlton (below)

Community groups collaborated to review local initiatives under lockdown. Iain Rea reports.
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Enrol now | parnellcollege.acgedu.com

Saturday 20 June 
9.30am – 1.30pm

Open Day

Early Learning | Primary | College

THE WORLD
2019

5      
TOP IN

NZ
20192019

10
TOP IN

NZ
IGCSE

2019

TOP INTOP IN

Well-connected... Vet cat Moshi, who handled meet-and-greet duties at Shore Vets for 18 years, at the 
phone (left) and with Scarlett, one of his many close friends  



June 5, 2020 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 37 

Moshie, one of Devonport’s best-known 
felines,  who spent 18 years as the house cat 
at Shore Vets, has died.

Moshi arrived as a stray found on Mt 
Victoria in 2002, says vet Neil Waddell. 
An owner could not be located, and the cat 
elected to stay. 

Moshi witnessed thousands of arrivals and 
departures in his unpaid meet-and-greet role 
at the practice. 

He was particularly adept at flaunting his 
freedom in front of caged animals, as well 
as being a proficient sleeper on printers, fax 
machines and the vet counter. 

In his younger days, he would entice 
customers with his friendly demeanour and 
then bite them on the nose, Waddell said. 

In later years he became deaf and would 
infuriate dogs by ignoring their barking. The 
nose-biting was replaced by more congenial 
head-butting. 

In a practical sense, Moshie was used as a 
demonstration model and for the occasional 
blood transfusion, Waddell said. 

He died on 14 May, after 18 years of top-
shelf, vet-sanctioned food and veterinary 
care. 

Final appointment... Moggie Moshi, pictured with veterinary nurse Rachelle Bakewell (above) and in a 
favourite desktop spot (below) 

Veterinary veteran became clinic favourite
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What makes a good book? I’ve got some 
simple criteria: it’s a work I recommend, 
at times force on others. Mostly it’s a book 
that demands my attention until it’s finished. 
I can also find myself reading footnotes, 
addendums, indexes and directions to the 
author’s other works. I want more. 

The Five, by Hallie Rubenhold is such a 
book. It’s the untold story of the female vic-
tims of Jack the Ripper  – Mary Ann “Polly” 
Nichols, Annie Chapman, Elizabeth Stride, 
Catherine Eddowes and Mary Jane Kelly. 

It’s a grim subject. But in the deft hands 
of Rubenhold, the book offers a fascinating, 
meticulously researched insight into the mo-
res and double standards of Victorian Lon-
don, the plight of the working poor and the 
often desperate straits of women of the time. 

The Ripper murders were a sensational 
story of the day – and Jack the Ripper has 
been the focus of numerous works since. 
As Rubenhold points out, the women have 
been largely ignored – in a sense objectified 
as supporting characters to the leading man. 

Press reports at the time were unreliable 
and often contradictory, so Rubenhold wears 
out a considerable amount of shoe leather 
trudging through libraries and archives 
piecing together the lives of the forgotten 
victims. The women were commonly la-
belled prostitutes, but Rubenhold reveals that 
only Mary Jane Kelly and Elizabeth Stride 
had been in the trade. 

Moreover, she shows how quickly in 
Victorian society a woman could be labelled 
“a lady of the night” if she became divorced 
or widowed, and forced to live in temporary 
accommodation, the workhouse or on the 
street.

What elevates The Five to a must-read 
is its secondary plot, which tells the social 
history of working-class London with great  
attention to detail, from the complexity of 

family relationships (the number of rooms 
per household, sanitation and clothing), and 
the impact of death and childbirth on financ-
es, accommodation and survival.

It’s incredible that just 150 years ago, 
children were dying in London from mal-
nutrition, public hangings were social events 
accompanied by food and commercial stalls  
for the watching crowds, and women were 
second-class citizens, with little influence 
over their income, employment or the 
number of children they had, or sometimes 
whether they lived or died – domestic vio-
lence was common and often unreported. 

I’ll certainly be searching out Hal-
l i e  R u b e n h o l d ’ s  o t h e r  w o r k s .  
– Rob Drent

• The Five was purchased from Paradox 
Books during lockdown as part of our effort 
to support local businesses.

Ripper’s victims get some overdue attention

Travel sketching is that 
sketched impression 
where we teach you how 
to ‘see’ your subject. 
Tony McNeight tutors you 
through  an  eight  week  
programme of foundation 
skills to take you from first 
steps to being a confident 
and passionate sketcher.
Our weekly classes will 
guide you in a relaxed and 
fun way to find your 
creative side.

 
Travel 

Sketching
classes

for
beginners

 

tony.mcneight@gmail.com

CLASSES IN
DEVONPORT,

TAKAPUNA 
 AND  CITY

CONTACT TONY
021 925 031

www.erinhillsketching.co.nz
PH: 489 8360

PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n One night 
at the 
PumpHouse
Sunday 19 July 
7pm
A variety show  
featuring local talent  
to support the  
PumpHouse Theatre.

Companion Driving 
Franchise for Sale
Devonport / Northcote

Community Lifestyle Opportunity
If you enjoy driving, are kind,  

caring with excellent communication 
skills this could be for you. 

Would suit confident, outgoing person 
who loves building relationships.  

Great work from home opportunity  
for a motivated person wanting to take 

control of their own future.
Call 0800 333 499 for a chat or email 

franchises@freedomdrivers.co.nz

Book Review
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Sound engineer Morgan Allen is leaving 
Depot Artspace in August after five years 
running its recording studio.

“Morgan has been part of the Depot 
whanau since recording here as winner of 
Intermediate School Battle of the Bands 
and then volunteering in the studio from 
2009,” said the Depot. 

“This passion for recording music 
inspired Morgan to leave Takapuna 
Grammar a year early and head off to SAE 

institute to prepare for his future career in 
audio engineering,” 

Allen is planning to work as a freelance 
engineer.

Depot Sound helped clients during 
lockdown from their improvised home 
studios. Eight weeks down the track, the 
recording studio is back operating. 

The Depot is looking for a new sound 
engineer and for any feedback on its studio 
operation.

Depot sound engineer departs

Bean Rock playground fence too low?
Auckland Council is investigating the 

fence at the top of the new Bean Rock 
lighthouse playground at Windsor Reserve 
to check if is high enough. 

A doctor contacted the Flagstaff about the 
fence height, saying that to the naked eye it 
appeared to be below the one-metre height 
needed to satisfy safety regulations.

She was worried about the health and 
safety of children using the playground. 

The Flagstaff sent a query to council 
last week, but had not heard back prior to 
deadline. 

 
Taking shape… the Bean Rock 
lighthouse and fence

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

MADE ON SITE

AVAILABLE HERE NOW

VENUE HIRE
FrEE vEnUE HIrE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies

NEW THIS WEEK RELEASE

The Trip to Greece 110 min   6&7 JUnE

CONTINUING 
Master Cheng (PG) 113 min     Monos (r13) 103 min     
Just Mercy (M) 138 min The Way Back (M) 108 min
Queen & Slim (r13) 133 min     Emma (PG) 125 min
Sonic the Hedgehog (PG) 99 min  Spies in Disguise (PG) 102 min 
A Shaun the Sheep Movie: Farmageddon (G) 87 min  

COMING SOON RELEASE

The Trip to Greece (M) 110 min  11 JUnE
Water Lilies of Monet –  
The Magic of Water and Light (E) 102 min  18 JUnE
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VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | $2.550M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60580

Sharply priced by motivated vendor.   
Surplus to requirement. Make it your own. Absolute 
waterfront position, breath taking harbour panoramas 
and views to the America’s Cup base. Set on a 
1189sqm (approx) section. 293sqm five bedroom 
family home.

BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Clifftop | Panoramic View | Potential Plus

PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188 | 445 3414

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW | SUN 12 - 12.45pm OR BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60588

Rarely does a two bedroom, two bathroom property 
of this nature come to the market positioned for sun 
and enjoying a quiet, serene environment. Boasting 
attention to detail at every turn and beautifully 
considered for easy modern day living, this unique 
property presents a special opportunity in the heart 
of desirable Narrow Neck. Seriously motivated 
vendor, act today!

DEVONPORT | 15A ASCOT AVENUE | A Contemporary Sanctuary 

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

This truly special five bedroom residence in the heart of Stanley Bay will be a pleasure to call 
home - a lasting legacy for yet another generation. Resting proudly on a north facing 835sqm 
site and boasting excellent dimensions for the family to grow, work and play. Spacious semi 
open plan living, dining and a well-designed kitchen result in a simple and tranquil atmosphere, 
with exceptional uninterrupted views across Ngataringa Bay and beyond. 

STANLEY BAY | 42 WATERVIEW ROAD | Exceptional Home With Commanding Views

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60591 | VIEW | SUN 1 - 1.45 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
TENDER CLOSES | WED 17 JUNE 2020 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488  
KimPausina@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT: 445 3414 

BOUNDARY LINES INDICATIVE ONLY


