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The sound of remembrance... Bill Rimmer plays at the dawn service held at O’Neill’s Point 
cemetery, Bayswater. See story and more photos, pages 30-31. Photo: Chris Weissenborn.

First light, Last Post – Anzac Day under lockdown

Shop local – it starts now!
It’s time for locals to put their money where 

their mouth is.
Don’t even think about buying anything from 

overseas online.
A smattering of Devonport peninsula busi-

nesses are able to operate at restricted terms 
under Covid-19 alert level 3: restaurants and 

cafes offering deliveries or click-and-collect 
services, and others, such as bookshops and 
hardware stores, allowed to deliver.

It is vital residents start spending now to en-
sure our businesses and shopping areas survive.

We are running a free listing service for eat-
eries this issue. Cut it out, stick it on the fridge 

and start ordering.  
I’ll be buying at least two takeout meals per 

week. Charity – and kindness – begins at home, 
with our neighbourhoods, our businesses, our 
people.
Rob Drent, Managing Editor,  
The Devonport Flagstaff

vicandjemma.co.nz

Have you loved your bubble, but feel  
like it’s time for a change of scenery?

We would love to help you.

MY BUBBLE
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The old Devonport Borough Council 
Building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant 
on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 669 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd: 
empty for 669 days

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Golf booked out in three minutes

09 445 9800

Ferries make the difference 
for peninsula travel patterns

Travel to work and study, at the time the 
2018 census was undertaken, was one of the 
most striking differences exhibited on the 
Devonport peninsula compared to the rest 
of the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
(DTLB) area.

The further south people lived on the 
peninsula, the less likely they were to drive 
a private or company vehicle to get to their 
place of work or study. The use of the ferry 
to travel to work was higher in these areas. 
The reverse was true for travelling to work 
by bus.

Stanley Point had double the proportion of 
people working from home (11.4 per cent) 
than the wider DTLB area.

Narrow Neck saw the greatest use of a bike 

for getting to work (4.4 per cent) and Stanley 
Point the highest incidence of walking or 
jogging (12.4 per cent).

The use of a private vehicle for travelling 
to work was roughly six times the use of a 
company vehicle.

Travelling to a place of education saw 
higher usage of bicycles for Narrow Neck 
(14.8 per cent), Cheltenham (13.1 per cent) 
and Devonport (10.6 per cent) than the 
DTLB area (6.3 per cent). 

The numbers of those walking or jogging 
were highest in Hauraki (32.9 per cent) 
and Belmont (43.9 per cent), compared to 
the DTLB area (23.4 per cent). Nearly one 
in three in Bayswater and Narrow Neck 
travelled as a passenger in a private vehicle.

Census 2018
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Tee times for the first day of play at Wait-
emata Golf Club under alert level 3 filled up 
instantaneously.

Bookings went live on April 26 at 3pm for 
play on Tuesday 28 April and all slots were 
gone “three minutes later”, club general 
manager Hayden McCallum said.

Golf is heavily restricted under Covid-19 

level 3, with players having to play alone or 
with a partner from within their own bubble. 
Tee times are 10 minutes apart.

Last week, around 60 golfers played each 
day, compared to a normal busy day on the 
course, which would cater for 150 players, 
McCallum said. 

For now, the course is open only to its 
950 members.

The club has launched an app so play-
ers can order a collectable coffee halfway 
through their rounds.

The course was playing well “after a 
month off,” McCallum said. 

Groundsmen had done a great job getting 
the greens up to scratch prior to the Tuesday 
tee-off, he said.

Divots at each tee had also grown over. 
“The course looks as good as it ever will,” 

McCallum said.  

Sunday 10th May
Make Her 
Day Package!
Treat her with a SkinSense 
Gift Voucher to an hour of 
pure bliss and relaxation.
Includes:  
Decadent Back, Neck and  
Shoulder Massage, Skin Energy 
Facial and Eye Brow Shape.

Only $99!

Mother’s Day

TO ORDER
Visit skinsense.co.nz or 
email info@skinsense.co.nz 

We will email the voucher to 
you or your loved one.

PHONE: 09 445 7077

Mode of transport to  
travel to work (%)

Private or 
company vehicle Bus Ferry

Hauraki 63.7% 12.9% 2.6%
Belmont 61.0% 8.5% 10.4%
Bayswater 57.3% 4.8% 15.8%
Narrow Neck 54.1% 4.3% 16.5%
Cheltenham 43.7% 2.9% 26.1%
Devonport 40.7% 2.5% 25.3%
Stanley Point 33.7% 1.5% 20.1%

Devonport-Takapuna 60.0% 11.3% 6.0%
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A circus mural was painted by Gretchen 
Scott-Blyth on her Narrow Neck garage 
door during lockdown to brighten the lives 
of neighbouring children.

The garage door on her Old Lake Rd 
home had previously remained “under-
coated” in the 26 years she had lived there.

At the start of lockdown, Scott-Blyth 
decided to use a collection of Resene test 
pots to create a circus scene. The idea was 
to paint a character a day for next-door 
neighbours Freddie (5) and Clover (2). 

It didn’t quite work out that way, but 
that didn’t bother Freddie – “who got to 
choose a juggler.” Other children down the 
long driveway to her house have also loved 
watching the mural unfold.

Scott-Blyth studied art at Elam, Univer-
sity of Auckland, but it wasn’t unti  she was 

46 that she took up painting, art-tutoring 
and teaching.

She has a few “patrons” of her work lo-
cally and mainly does commissions.

Scott-Blyth has always loved clowns 
and circuses. “Remember when the circus 
used to come to Narrow Neck?” she says.  
[Weber Bros visited Woodall Park for a 
number of years.]

Some of the characters on the mural are 
from circuses she saw while living in Paris.

“Its been such good weather – I usually 
pop out and do a couple of hours a day.”

The mural is now almost complete, minus 
a few touch-ups with a blue test pot, and 
protective coating, which will guarantee 
its longevity.

When the lockdown is over, a neighbour-
hood circus party is planned.

Stage door… Gretchen Scott-Blyth’s portrayal of circus scenes entertained her young neighbours

A new tenant is about to move into 3 Victoria 
Rd, the old Devonport Borough Council build-
ing, according to Auckland Council develop-
ment arm Panuku.

“We are in the process of agreeing the terms 
of the lease and it is anticipated the tenant will 
move into the property as the Covid-19 alert 
levels allow,” a Panuku spokesperson says.

“ As there are still some details to be final-

ised, we are unable to advise who the new 
tenant is at this point.”

 Panuku has been working with the council,  
including the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board, to determine a long-term strategy for 
the building. This includes any future potential 
community uses.

It is unclear whether the new tenant is a 
community user.

Lockdown brings the circus back to Narrow Neck

Tenant lined up  
for old council premises

 Several thousand homes from 
Belmont to Takapuna were without 
water or had low pressure from last 
Sunday due to a broken water main in 
Huron St, Takapuna.

On Monday, water was gradually 
being restored to residents.  

The fault, ironically at the same 
time as Auckland is under drought 
conditions, was found next to a 
construction site. 

“Residents were given bottles of 
water and a water tanker was also on 
site,” a Watercare spokesperson said. 

 Repairs were due to be completed 
last Tuesday. 

 Drought 
becomes real

Devonport Flagstaff  
back in letterboxes
This is the first Devonport Flagstaff 

delivered to letterboxes in a month. 
During Covid-19 level 4 we were 
publishing online and then last issue 
we printed and circulated via stands 
and dairies.

Our delivery is contracted to a 
company which is following Ministry 
of Health guidelines on safety. 

Please keep your story ideas coming 
to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 159 Victoria Road

5 2 2 1

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 3 Jun 2020

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

Phone for viewing times

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Make this your Devonport estate (1252 sqm site)

It is extremely rare that sites of this size (1252sqm) are found still intact so close to the heart of

Devonport village, never mind sites with such a jewel of a villa perfectly positioned to peer over its

sunny gardens of incredible proportions with plenty of space to pop in a pool, and still have

sweeping lawns for the kids to run wild. The traditional villa is largely in original condition and

exhibits the craftsmanship of the era with charming and quirky additions testament to the families

who have grown within this home’s comfortable expanse. Being of such a generous size and

centrally placed on its grand site you can simply enjoy as is or express your imagination on the huge

palette of potential presented – this is your chance to create your very own Devonport estate.

bayleys.co.nz/1470309

bayleys.co.nz
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Life is returning to normality, as con-
firmed by the sight of Devonport’s David 
Jordan pushing his mower through local 
streets to cut his mother-in-law’s lawn.

For the best part of a decade, Jordan has 
trundled from his Ewen Alison Ave home 
to Norah Fryer’s townhouse on Abbotsford 
Tce – sometimes as frequently as once a 
week during peak grass-growing seasons.

“I’ve lost count of the number of smart 

cracks I’ve had to endure over that time,” 
he says. 

“Things like, ‘could you mow our berm 
on the way through?’” 

He enjoys the banter though, and it’s been 
an easy way to have a regular connection 
with Nora, who is in her 80s. 

The routine was upset by the separation 
required in alert level 4.

But under alert level 3, Norah has been 

included in Jordan’s bubble, and just in the 
nick of time.

She stocked up with a full freezer prior to 
alert level 4, but was down to her last slice  
of bread when Jordan arrived last week with 
a loaf from Baked.

The lawnmowing journey is proving a bit 
more interesting of late with the construc-
tion of the Covid-19 berm golf course on 
the corner of Abbotsford Tce, says Jordan.

Mower man makes mother-in-law’s day

Back on the job… David Jordan has resumed his lawnmowing routine  

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Removal of LVR rules
Things are still a bit subdued under Alert Level 3 for the mortgage 

and property market. Real estate agents are allowed to show just two 
people per day per property for sale - so before showing someone it’s 
a good idea to make sure they have their finance in place so as not to 
waste their time.

Banks are still doing pre-approvals but they are very rarely doing 
refinances or new-to-bank business while they cope with their existing 
customers’ requests. There are some exceptions to this, so speak with 
us if in need. Most borrowers are still fixing for one year at 3.05%.

Credit is likely to remain tight despite the removal of Loan-to-Value 
(LVR) rules which required most borrowers to have 20% deposit for 
owner-occupied and 30% for investment properties. The banks are 
likely to be cautious about the impact of the slowdown on property 
values, so will not be too loose with credit. But it does give them the 
discretion to make more judgements about location and servicing if 
there is insufficient equity.

The rules were not so much about freeing up credit but about 
alleviating bank regulations, which they could be in breach of,  
from a reduction in property valuations.



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 6 May 8, 2020

Linda Simmons 
FOR MARKETING THAT SELLS
027 459 0957
linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz 
www.lindasimmons.co.nz

Jacquie McDonald 
FOR SERVICE THAT ASTOUNDS
021 460 840
jacquie.mcdonald@bayleys.co.nz 
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

No.1 for Bayleys 
Devonport

WE’VE MADE 
QUITE A SPLASH IN 
THE DEVONPORT 

MARKET

A LTO G E T H E R  B E T T E R Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

No.1 for Bayleys Devonport Office  
for the year April 2019 - Mar 2020  
with 20 sales totalling over $50 million
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 39 Allenby Avenue

4 1 1 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 28 May 2020

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Grand and gracious restored to former glory

One of Devonport’s original show homes, this grand and gracious home now showcases a

masterful and supremely stylish restoration. Around the turn of last century, Allenby Avenue was

the street where the era’s very best craftsmen meticulously created residences to showcase their

wide variety of skills and offerings. Number 39 is a sterling example of this, seen in the exemplary

level of detail and finish throughout drawing from both villa and bungalow eras. These heritage

elements have been retained in the home’s latest incarnation, and it is now ready and waiting for

you to move in and enjoy. As added bonus is the enormous attic which could be made into a rumpus

or master suite and there’s stacks of space under the house too. View video online for more.

bayleys.co.nz/1470307

bayleys.co.nz
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Getting through the Covid-19 crisis

By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

“Be kind” and “we’re all in this together” 
have been government-spread Covid-19 
catch-cries. I hope local supermarkets have 
been listening and that they pass on some 
of their gains during the lockdown to local 
restaurants and cafes when they start trading 
more fully, most likely under alert level two.

I don’t have any formal data, but anecdo-
tally Kiwis are eating more under lockdown 
than they usually do. Baking has taken off 
and more people at home means more trips 
to the fridge. And although food-delivery 
companies like Woop, Hello Fresh and My 
Food Bag have been taking off, supermarkets 
have been booming. 

At least a slice of the money previously 
spent in cafes and restaurants is going to su-
permarkets. Without the need to offer so many 
loss-leaders to entice customers, margins are 
also likely to be higher. I would like to see 
Devonport and Westfield New Worlds and 
Hauraki Countdown offer local eateries a 20 
per cent trade discount for May and June, to 
help aid the Devonport peninsula recovery. 
For some businesses it  could make the differ-
ence between survival and closure.

I restarted my own buy-local programme 
last week: a biography and a non-fiction work 
ordered from Paradox Books online, and two 
takeaway meals: one from Manuka and one 
from the Flying Rickshaw. 

Restaurants and cafes have been identified 
as among the most vulnerable sectors in the 
Covid-19 economic fallout. The Flagstaff has 
offered restaurants and cafes a free listing this 
edition. Cut it out, put it on the fridge and 
support them as much as you can. Winters 
are always difficult for Devonport eateries – 
2020/2021 will be all the more  so, with the 

prospect of summer tourists and cruise -ship 
customers now uncertain.

One of the sure signs life is returning to 
normal in Devonport village is the early-
morning coffee run. On the first day under 
alert level 3, even Director General of Health 
Ashley Bloomfield admitted that one of the 
first things he did was get a takeaway coffee. 
And so it was in Devonport cafes and coffee 
kiosks. Wynyard St, where we are based, was 
humming, with Lily, Chiasso and Devo Coffee 
all doing a brisk trade.  It was hard to get a 
park as customers arrived for takeouts. It was 
a strange feeling in the afternoon as the street 
was again comparatively deserted, with the 
post-apocalyptic empty feeling of alert level 4.

While the sea and air quality improved dur-
ing alert level four, the high numbers of walk-
ers and bikers has had an impact, especially 
on Takarunga and Maungauika. 

A walk to the summit of Takarunga last 
week revealed noticeable wear and tear on 
several of the tracks from walkers and moun-
tain bikers. The trail had been worn down to 
scoria and parts were crumbling away. 

A similar situation was occurring on the 
more-used paths on Maungauika. It’s a salu-
tary lesson that while our mountains are solid 
they need protecting and careful management. 

While the Tūpuna Maunga Authority is an 
expensive and, at times, dictatorial body, it is 
vital: the mountains require special attention.  
Plans are under development to mitigate the 
America’s Cup crowds expected on Maun-
gauika in 2021. They will be needed.

With a massive cut to Auckland Council 
income from Covid-19 – around $600 mil-
lion to $650 million in 2020-21, according to 
some estimates – some projects are bound to 
face the chop. Looking increasingly shaky is 
the renewal of North Shore United’s football 
ground at Allen Hill stadium. Work was sup-
posed to start in October, but the project’s fate 
has not been helped by a budget blowout to the 

tune of $4.5 million. Council governing-body 
meetings in June will decide what will happen. 

The economic fallout of Covid-19 will af-
fect other developments around Devonport as 
well. While construction of the Ryman retire-
ment village continues at pace, the uncertainty 
over the property market will no doubt be 
considered by Ngati Whatua, which still has 
considerable land holdings on the peninsula. 

The Oneoneroa development is on the 
market at the moment, but Ngati Whatua has 
taken a slower approach on other precincts. 
Numerous houses on Ngati Whatua land in 
Roberts Ave have stood vacant for months 
after tenants left and are now eyesores, with 
graffiti and long grass blighting the landscape. 
Neigbours are hoping they will be tidied up 
and maintained until their future is settled.

Welcome back old and new readers! This 
is our first issue in a month with full delivery 
to homes via letterboxes. Our last issue went 
to stands and dairies only. Thanks again for 
all your messages of support and monetary 
donations via our Press Patron portal. 

Photographer 
bushman | businessman 

& Petty Officer RNZN 

Tudor Collins

www.navymuseum.co.nz

Courage of the everyday
Online now

Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804
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Getting through the Covid-19 crisis

Your local restaurants and cafes need you!

  Akdeniz
Will be open from Tuesday 5pm. 
Ongoing hours Mon & Tues: 5pm-9pm,
Wed-Sun: 11am-2.30pm and 5pm-9pm. 
To order, Txt 021 202 5531, delivery is 
available at lunchtimes. Menu and details 
available on our Facebook page.

 Baked
Open from Wed 8am. To order,  
Txt 021 0848 5319 or order online. 
Orders must be placed the day  
before as they are baking to order.
www.bakedatonline.co.nz

Bema
Open from 12pm Tuesday. Call or txt 
your order to 021 269 7878. Payment via 
eftpos and internet banking only.

  Buona Sera
Open from 5pm Tuesday.
Place order via phone at 445 8133. 
Delivery available for $5. Pay by Paywave 
or purchase e-vouchers through their 
website.

Catch 22
Place orders via phone at 445 2225.

Chateaubriant
Open 7 days (8am-3.30pm)
For takeaway coffee, pastries, sandwiches, 
French deli items and prepared meals. 
Place order via phone at 445 0021, email, 
PM or order directly at shop.

Corellis Cafe
46 Victoria Road, Devonport
NZ/Mediterranean
Coffee/Slices/Cakes/Pasta/Burger/
Curry/Meatballs/Tofu Burger and more. 
Takeaway morning and evening.
09 445 4151   www.corelliscafe.co.nz

   Delissimos 
Pizza & Takeaway

Open from 5pm Tuesday. 
Place order via phone at 021 0225 8820 
(payments processed over the phone) or 
order through Uber Eats.

 Devo Coffee
Open daily from 7am Tuesday for 
takeaway coffee & beans. 
To order call or text at 021 040 8209 or 
order at their takeaway window. Pay by 
Paywave only.

Devonport Deli Cafe
Open from Tuesday for takeaway
coffee/tea/smoothie/shake/iced 
chocolate/iced coffee/muffins/ 
scones/toasties etc. 
Place order via phone at 09-445 7777.

  The Esplanade Hotel
1 Victoria Road, Devonport
Express menu: Burgers, Wraps, Pizza, 
Nachos, Mains, Desserts
We are offering an express menu for 
our customers during Level-3. Email 
reservations@esplanadehotel.co.nz,  
call 09-4451291, order via 
www.esplanadehotel.co.nz or Uber Eats.

Fish Kitchen
Open from 5pm Thursday. 
Place order via an online app (details on 
our website soon). Offering combined 
takeaway menu with Vic Rd Kitchen. 

Five Loaves Cafe
Open from Tuesday, 7.30am-4pm.
Place order via their FB page, phone  
445 8954 or txt 021 1801859.
Payment via cash or internet banking. 

  Flying Rickshaw
Open from 12pm Tuesday. 
Will be offering click & collect service, 
delivery & Uber Eats. Details to come - 
watch our Facebook Page.

Harry’s Burgers
Will be open from 5pm on Tuesday. 
To order download the Regulr App, make 
your selection, pay within app then head 
down 5-10 minutes later. If apps aren’t 
your thing you can message us on FB 
Messenger.

Hung Viet Cafe
Open from Tuesday, 9am-8.30pm.
Place orders via phone 09 446 3368  
or email (not via Facebook please).

 Lily’s Cafe
Will be open from Tuesday  
for pick up only. 
Place order via www.lilyeatery.co.nz.

 LiquorLand Devonport
Start ordering from Sunday  
and collect Tuesday onwards.
Order online via www.liquorland.co.nz.

  Little & Friday
43D Eversleigh Rd, Belmont
Sweet & Savoury baked delights, 
and coffee. Contactless delivery and 
collection.  Order online at:  
www.littleandfriday.com or  
phone: 09 489 8527.

Manuka Cafe & Restaurant
49 Victoria Road, Devonport
Mediterranean cuisine
Open for takeaway coffees, our muffins 
and selected cakes along with our full 
takeaway menu (including our famous 
Wood-fired Pizzas).
Phone: (09) 445 7732.  
Email: manukadevonport@xtra.co.nz. 
Website: www.manukarestaurant.co.nz

Narrow Neck Beach Cafe
Open from 8am Wednesday. 
Place order via Phone/txt at 022 495 
9659 only. Reduced menu, details to 
come.

Portofino
Open from 5pm Tuesday 28th. 
Place orders via phone at 445 3777.

Riba Fish n Chips
Open from 4.30pm Tuesday. 
Place orders via phone only at 446 0877. 
Payment by eftpos or credit card.

Sigdi
Will be open from Tuesday. Details to 
come - watch our Facebook page. 

  Subway Devonport
2/59 Victoria Road, Devonport
Fast food restaurant selling sandwiches
Order through Uber Eats or online at 
www.subwayexpress.co.nz

  The Living Room
Place orders online, via email  
or phone at 09 446 1010.

Vic Road Kitchen
Open from 5pm Thursday.
Place order via an online app (details 
on website soon). Offering a combined 
takeaway menu with Fish Kitchen.

  Vondel
Will be open from 9am for coffee & light 
food, hot meals in the evenings from 
4pm-9pm with free delivery. Details to 
come - watch our Facebook Page!

Waterfront Bar & Grill
Open daily 10am-8pm from Tuesday.
Place orders via phone 445 1999.

 Wild Wheat
Specialty, Sourdough & Artisan Bread
Sourdough, baps & bagels delivered to 
your door on Tuesdays & Fridays to the 
Devonport & Belmont areas.     
www.wildwheat.co.nz/monthly-specials/
Orders: wildwheatbelmont@gmail.com

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

PICK-UP
AVAILABLE

Your Essential
Level 3 Devonport Restaurant
Pick-up and Delivery Guide
STICK ON YOUR FRIDGE FOR EASY ACCESS
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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Some sort of picture 

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 12 May 8, 2020

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU,
DEVONPORT.
We’d like to thank our community and  
loyal customers for your understanding  
and support as we navigate these  
challenging times together.
 
Whilst the world is not ready to travel yet,  
we know that it won’t always be this way.  
But, for now let’s keep safe and stay  
dreaming. When you and the world are  
ready to travel again, we’ll be here.

DEVONPORT 09 445 4211   I   55 VICTORIA ROAD, DEVONPORT  I   DEVONPORT@HOT.CO.NZ

Pass with care – rubbish truck takes out tree branch

A routine rubbish pick-up turned to custard for a truck driver, a car owner and a tree in Cheltenham last 
Wednesday. The truck clipped a tree on the corner of Vauxhall Rd and Moata Place, with a rotten branch 
then crashing down onto a parked vehicle. 
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Letters 
to the 
Editor

Letters are welcome.  They should be on Devonport-related 
topics. Nom-de-plumes or submissions without a name will not 
be printed. Email to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz or post to  
Devonport Flagstaff, PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

Today, Monday 27 April,  we were delight-
ed to watch a pod of dolphins fishing off the 
beach at Narrow Neck, along to Cheltenham 
Beach and then North Head and all the way 
back to Narrow Neck. A true delight! 

So often we have looked out to sea hoping 
for such a sight. It is no coincidence that they 
have appeared now the gulf is quiet. Research 
has shown that from oysters to mammals, sea 
creatures are adversely affected by the loud 
noise of motors.  

Some bays off the French coast have been 
closed to traffic and a strict speed limit is 
applied. There, fish abound in the shallows. 
Maybe we could also be as considerate here, 
and reap the rewards.
Alan and Wendy Pettersen

The proposed “Lake Road improvements” 
project between Esmonde Rd and Albert Rd 
needs to be rethought as it will achieve very 
little for the residents of Belmont, Bayswater, 
and Devonport. 

For the vast majority of Lake Rd users, the 
proposal will slow their journeys. Council is to 
spend $47 million with very little result. The 
whole idea of the Lake Rd improvements was 
to improve journey times – this will not happen 
with 75 per cent of the road still being just a 
single lane. There has been no allowance for 
future fit with the intensification of Devonport, 
Belmont, Kings Store and Eversleigh Rd areas. 

There is a huge emphasis on cycle lanes to 
the dethronement of car commuters, and many 
of the proposed cycle lanes are extremely dan-
gerous. The transit lane south from Esmonde 
Rd to Hauraki will see traffic banked up back 
to the motorway.  

Within the proposal, there is no certainty of 
undergrounding the electric power on Lake 
Rd. With a project of this size, consultation has 
been very poor:  there should have been public 
meetings and a full-disclosure letterbox drop 
showing pros and cons.

We need to reject this proposal.
Mike Sheehy

Independent Financial Advice
Call me for a no obligations chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

Dolphin sighting no coincidence in a quiet Hauraki Gulf

Marine life off Narrow Neck 
(photo: Carol Bidwell)Lake Rd ‘improvements’ need rethinking

Harcourts Devonport Tides
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Nicole Plewinski PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E nicole.plewinski@harcourts.co.nz
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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 A nurse-staffed checkpoint was set up 
by Ryman Healthcare outside its Nga-
taringa Rd construction site to make sure 
contractors were symptom-free before 
restarting work last week.

“All workers will be asked to sign a 
declaration stating they have no symp-
toms. We had already introduced some of 
these safety measures before we went into 

lockdown, but we will now also be doing 
temperature checks,” project manager 
Andrew Bell said.

Construction work began on April 28, 
as  New Zealand moved from alert level 
4 to level 3.

“While Auckland Council has relaxed 
consent conditions until 29 May, including 
allowing working on Sundays, we are not 
intending to do double shifts or extended 
hours in the first instance,” Bell said.

Under its resource consent, Ryman was 
prevented from construction at the site on 
Sundays, except for “quiet work” such as 
electrical installation or painting.

The Devonport Peninsula Precincts 
Society (DPPS) is concerned about the 
effects a seven-day work week will have 
on neighbours.  

“DPPS acknowledges the need to get our 
national  economy moving, and a start-up 
under the health conditions may require 
some flexibility on ‘both sides of the 
fence’,” said spokesman Iain Rea.

“Nevertheless, the effect of construc-
tion on substantial residential areas across 
Auckland, where many more families are 
working and schooling from home under 
health restrictions, should be carefully 
assessed. Many neighbours to construc-
tion sites are shift-workers in essential 
services.”

14 Patuone Avenue, Devonport, Auckland.  
PO Box 32 402, Devonport, Auckland 0744
Phone: 09 446 6075  
Email: mail@usherwoodaccounting.co.nz   
www.usherwoodaccounting.co.nz

Rosalind Usherwood
021 340 506

Colin Usherwood
021 717 805

Temperature checks for Ryman builders

WINTER FUN PRESCHOOL PLAY
BELMONT/BAYSWATER WINTER FUN  

PRESCHOOL PLAY ATTENDEES PAST AND  
PRESENT, WE NEED YOUR HELP AND INPUT!

Kia ora koutou! We are planning our upcoming events 
for 2020 and want to collaborate with you all to help 
us serve the community the best way we can, in these 
current times. As it won’t be possible to provide the 
programme in the usual format, we’ve come up with 

some alternative options and would value your family’s 
opinion. Please visit this two minute survey on our 

website and have your say: www.devonportpeninsula-
trust.nz/community-events/devonport-pre-school-play

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!

PARADOX BOOKS  
WRITING COMPETITION

To make life a little more exciting over the next few 
weeks, Paradox Books in Devonport is holding a 

writing competition, open to all Devonport peninsula 
residents. Each winner of one of the six categories 

will receive a Paradox Books $50 voucher. For more 
information or to send in entries email: paradoxbooks-
devonport@gmail.com. Entries close Sunday 17 May.

IT COULDN’T HAPPEN HERE
Opening Wednesday 13 May, 5:00pm until  

Tuesday 26 May, Depot Artspace Online Gallery
It couldn’t happen here, but it did. The March 15th 

terrorist attack in Christchurch was the instigation for 
this project of pictures and words by Penny Clark. It 

started simply as note-taking. Small collages on paper 
compiled from ink and coloured pencils were Penny’s 

response to the Christchurch mosque shootings.  
Read more here: www.depotartspace.co.nz

COPY CENTRE OPEN @ ROSE CENTRE
Devonport Peninsula’s only Copy Centre has reopened 
for contactless transactions. Please email info@rosecen-
tre.co.nz for full details and pricing during Alert Level 3. 
The Rose Centre meeting rooms and theatre remains 
closed during Alert Level 3. Follow the Rose Centre on 

Facebook here for the most up to date info.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n Monologue collab Series 
From the safety of our  
bubbles, numerous creatives 
have “come together”  
to perform and film  
well-known monologues.

creative Talks Online
Watch Mags Delaney  
interview interesting and 
creative people about their 
life, passions and more.

You can watch the 
videos on our YouTube, 
Facebook, or website 
www.pumphouse.co.nz
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•  Police patrol cars cruised around 
Devonport streets last Tuesday, 
checking residents were following 
distancing rules as New Zealand moved 
from Covid-19 alert level 4 to level 3.

  Officers surveilled cafes and eateries, 
monitoring queues and serving 
procedures, and giving advice on 
Ministry of Health guidelines.

•  At Narrow Neck beach, officers spoke to 
one kayak fisherman who had returned 
to shore with a haul of snapper.

  Police said  kayak fishing is allowed 
under level 3, but only up to 200m from 
the shore.

•  Swimmers returned to the water in 
droves.

•  While retail shops were still banned from 
opening, a number, including Paradox 
Books and BookMark in Victoria Rd, 
were offering an online delivery service 
from a web catalogue.

•  Real-estate firms were back in business, 
but home viewings have to be by 
appointment only.

•  Devonport  locals fo l lowed the 
nationwide trend and flocked to buy 
takeaways on the first day of level 3, 
after more than a month of cooking at 
home. At dinner time on Tuesday, car 
queues for the Belmont McDonald’s  
drive-through snaked down Bayswater 
Ave and Lake Rd.

•  Queues also formed outside Devonport 
Hammer Hardware as locals collected 
their online orders for DIY jobs and 
gardening projects.

•  The Flagstaff interviewed café operators 
for a series of short videos, which 
proved popular on social media. 

Around the 
village at  

alert level 3

New barrier for Lake Rd

Fewer than 50 pupils went back to the eight 
schools on the Devonport Peninsula last week 
under alert level 3.

Vauxhall School and St Leo’s had no chil-
dren back at school.

Belmont Intermediate had eight students on 
Wednesday, and a total of 19 students at the 
school over last week.

Takapuna Grammar had eight students 
attending each day “all in one bubble in the 
library,” said deputy principal Bryan Wynn.

“They are all engaged online with their 
teachers and seem very happy in a changed 
learning environment. They are supervised 

each day by teaching staff who have been very 
happy to be back in school,” he said.

Belmont Primary had five students on 
Wednesday and Thursday, and three on Friday, 
with similar numbers expected this week. 

Belmont Primary Principal Bruce Cun-
ningham said: “I would like to acknowledge 
all the teachers from all schools who have been 
working very hard to provide online content in 
such a quick time. This was not an easy task, 
but being highly skilled, all teachers from all 
schools have seemed to have managed this 
with little fuss.

Vauxhall School principal Gary Lawrence 

said: “We have had no children register to 
come to school this week.

“We put this down to parents following 
the government’s call for children to stay 
home and continue with distance learning if 
they can, and to the fantastic job the Vauxhall 
teachers have done connecting with children 
and parents, and setting up home-learning 
material.” 

Hauraki School had seven students on each 
of Wednesday, Thursday and Friday last week. 
Bayswater School, Devonport Primary and 
Stanley Bay School didn’t provide figures 
by deadline. 

Few return to peninsula schools 

Auckland Council is investigating 
spending $100,000 to replace a barrier 
along Memorial Drive on Lake Rd. 

Tree-felling upsets neighbours

A large, mature 
pohutukawa tree on 
Morrison Ave next to 
Vauxhall School was felled 
on Monday and Tuesday, 
upsetting neighbours.
One, who contacted 
the Flagstaff, said birds 
regularly roost in the tree.
“As I write this there are 
two tuis in the tree. 
They are regularly there. 
The tree must be very, 
very old.
“I’m so saddened… 
outraged really.”
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

Clear View 
Web Design

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

•  Excellent  
customer service

•  In business  
for 12+ years

•  Local provider

•  Cutting-edge  
website design

• App and software development
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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AUTO

CENTRE
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  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Call us today on 
022 471 4469

stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Ask for a free, 
no-obligation consultation.

Yes! We do retro-fitted 
double glazing

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com
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Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

Want more business locally?
Advertise locally!

Reach your Devonport Peninsula customers  cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your garden  
with love and passion.  
We care about your garden.

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

• RENOVATIONS
• NEW HOMES
• DESIGN & BUILD

3 MASTERBUILD 10 YEAR GUARANTEE

021 541 392
hamid@yourbuilder.co.nz

www.yourbuilder.co.nzCELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Professional Services
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 COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORTLicensed Agent, REAA

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

REAL ESTATE
FLAGSTAFF CLASSIFIEDS

sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

ACCOMMODATION
Garden apartment, Central Devonport 
to let short or long-term. Private, pretty, 
self-contained, separate entrance. One 
queen-size bedroom, dressing room, sep 
bath and shower, laundry, open-plan living/ 
kitchen/dining. 
Phone Deirdre, 021 414 090
Vacancy. Studio room long term, $399 pw. 
City side. Text 021 037 0961.FOR SALE
2007 as new Mercedes, small 4-door, A 
series, black. Semi auto. $7000 ono. 
Text 021 037 0961.

SERVICES OFFERED
A1 Handyman. Excellent work, budget. No 
job too big or small. Josh: 021 261 8322.
Bathroom transformations. High-quality 
experienced tradesmen equals a high-quality 
job. Call Duane on 027 488 5578.
Job Wanted - Lady looking for part-time 
retail job, live-in home help, or similar. 
Text. 021 037 0961.
Pest Control Service, Ants, Mice, Rats, 
Cockroaches, Fleas, Bedbugs and Wasps. 
Ph Nick on 021 446 152.

CLASSIFIEDS

Support your paper for the 
price of a cup of coffee.
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on 

‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

Email your classified  
advertisement to us 
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Looking back – 20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
Looking Back

• The Tindall Foundation offers to fund a 
drug-education programme at Takapuna 
Grammar.

• Holly Gibson is one of the star players in 
the North Shore United 11th grade soccer 
side heading to Australia for the Kanga 
Cup.

•  AJ Barton-Barry (10) catches the heaviest 
mako shark in New Zealand for under-11 
year-olds. The 40.8 kg shark, landed in 
the Bay of Islands, eclipses the 33 kg 
mako he caught two years prior. 

 • Fullers investigates increased ferries at 
night from Auckland City to Devonport. 
The new services will be added to the 
current run: every half hour from 6.15am 
to 8pm and every hour from 8pm to mid-
night, (1am at weekends).

 • Drug-dealing is taking place from cars 
parking near the Ngataringa Skateboard 
Park, community constable Ces Ross 
says. 

• A seal is living on the decks of yachts 
moored off Devonport Yacht Club. 

•  A Devonport home handyman has a pain-
ful half hour when his genitals are caught 
in a belt sander. Firefighters were called, 
and had to dismantle the sander. The man 
suffers a minor injury. 

• Chris Rogers is the new Devonport Busi-
ness Association president.

• Stanley Point residents are divided over 
whether pōhutukawa trees have been-
planted illegally by the Spencer family. 
The nine pōhutukawa are over a 200m 
strip under power lines on the grass verge 
at the end of Stanley Point, where the 
Spencer family owns a sizable tract of 
land. 

Flagstaff interview... Vicki Fowler and Heather Douglas

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

•  Devonport Museum goes high-tech with 
more than 2000 old Devonport photo-
graphs being scanned into computers. 

 •  A 60th anniversary reunion is held of the 
“Class of 1940” Standard Six at Devon-

port District Primary School. Of the 50 
pupils, 34 are still alive.            

  •  In the Flagstaff interview, Vicki Fowler 
and Heather Douglas talk about Home-
bizzbuzz, a website for home busineses.
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no-obligation consultation.

Yes! 
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restore, repair  
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rather than  
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Devonport HealtH Centre will be  
opening on MonDay tHe 6tH of July. 
The move will see Anne Street Medical, Devonport Medical 
Centre and Dr. Erica Lauder merge into a world-class health 
centre providing a truly modern approach to health care.

In this time of uncertainty, we’d like to extend 
our support to the local community. Our message 
is simple — stay safe, stay home, shop locally 
and avoid any unnecessary social/community 
events. The key to keeping well is regular 
handwashing and social distancing (maintaining 
a two metre distance with others). If you are 
within two metre of anyone, try to keep contact 

to less than 15 minutes and wash your hands as 
soon as possible.

All of our clinics remain open for business. 
However, we will be introducing more telephone 
and video consultations to ensure adequate social 
distancing. This will help our patients receive the 
care they need without unnecessary exposure to 
others who are unwell.

Worried about exposure to COVID-19? Remember to stay at home and use the phone. 
Call Healthline on 0800 358 5453. Do not come to the clinic unannounced.   
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FREE 
QUOTES
• RE-ROOFS

• NEW ROOFS

• LEAKS

• SPOUTING
0800 7663 92
www.relayroofing.co.nz

“YOUR LOCAL LICENSED ROOFER”

Today we’re in a state of national emergency. 
It’s having a dramatic effect on how we live 
our lives. 

“Our civil liberties have been taken away,” 
wrote one commentator. “Our lifelong free-
doms have gone ‘out the window’,” said 
another. We “trust that it’s strictly temporary”, 
she continued. We hope, indeed.

A business commentator had a different 
angle. The “level of trust (by business) in the 
Government ... has extended to accepting 
significant erosions of civil liberties as an ac-
ceptable price” for generous government aid. 
If so, I find that troubling.

Just what are these “civil liberties” or, as 
others prefer to call them, “lifelong freedoms”?

Will their loss be temporary, or will they 
never be the same again?

Rather than talk of “civil liberties” or “life-
long freedoms”, I call them human rights. 
A number relevant to the pandemic may be 
characterised as economic or social rights.

Others are civil rights (for example, the right 
to freedom of movement).

During the lockdown, most people have not 
been allowed to work in their workplaces. Their 
‘right to work’, as employees, contractors, sole 
traders, etc., has being denied. 

Even more are really struggling to make ends 
meet, and that struggle is likely to get much 
worse, before it gets better. Their ‘right to an 
adequate standard of living’ is not being met. 

If ever there was a time, surely this is it to 
replace the inadequate unemployment benefit, 
with a living-wage benefit (or some form of 

universal basic income), for all unable to work.
Trumping (to use an unfortunate expression) 

all other human rights during the pandemic 
has been the ‘right to the highest possible at-
tainment of physical and mental health’. Quite 
rightly, it’s at the forefront of the government’s 
response to the pandemic.

All these rights are recognised in the UN 
International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights 1966, which New Zealand 
became a party to in 1978. These rights, how-
ever, are not directly enforceable under New 
Zealand law.

At the present time, those economic and 
social rights are likely to be of much greater im-
portance to Kiwis already suffering a dramatic 
deterioration in their circumstances.

What about our civil rights?
Under international human-rights law, 

there’s a fundamental obligation on countries 
to keep their people safe (e.g., from a virus that 
threatens to devastate sections of the popula-
tion). A state that cannot do so is a failed one.

This means that in times of real emergency, 
countries can invoke what are known as 
emergency powers. Of necessity, these usually 
include draconian laws that severely limit a 
number of the fundamental rights and freedoms 
most people take for granted. 

Emergency regulations made by govern-
ments of the day under the former Public Safety 
Conservation Act 1932 were notable for their 
harshness. This Act was enacted in New Zea-
land during the public unrest that accompanied 
the Great Depression.

For example, the Censorship and Publicity 
Emergency Regulations 1939 (not repealed 
until 1945), and especially the Waterfront Strike 
Emergency Regulations 1951, arguably went 
far beyond what wasrequired.

Our fundamental civil rights and freedoms 
that have been limited or curtailed under the 
level 4 (and now level 3) lockdown include 
the right to:

•  liberty (for example, we can be stopped at 

random and asked to justify our journey) 
• freedom of association (we’re not allowed 

to mix with those outside our ‘bubble’) 
• freedom of movement (we’re largely still 

limited to the community where we live) 
•  peaceful assembly (we’re not allowed to 

get together with others for reasons such as a 
meeting, play or concert) 

• practise one’s culture (weddings, funerals 
and burials, which are core components of most 
cultures, are severely restricted).

All these rights and freedoms are legally 
recognised in the New Zealand Bill of Rights 
Act 1990. They may be ‘subject only to such 
reasonable (legal) limits as can be demonstrably 
justified in a free and democratic society’.

In essence, this means that the government 
needs to have a really good reason for limiting 
our rights. Most of us would accept that the 
pandemic is such a reason.

Our Bill of Rights is intended to affirm our 
country’s commitment to the UN International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966. 
Under it, a number of the above rights recognise 
‘protection of public health’ as a justifiable 
‘restriction’ on their exercise.

Note the word ‘restriction’. Clearly, a com-
plete removal of any these rights would not 
be justified.

The covenant also expressly recognises 
that in “time of public emergency” (say a pan-
demic), governments “may take measures ... 
to the extent strictly required by the exigencies 
of the situation”. Do the measures taken by our 
government to date meet this threshold?

The level 4 lockdown order under the Health 
Act was issued by the Director-General of 
Health on 3 April. Included in it were prohibi-
tions on “swimming, water-based activities (for 
example, surfing or boating), hunting, tramp-
ing, and other activities of a kind that expose 
participants to danger ...”.

(A number of these prohibitions have been 
relaxed somewhat under the level 3 order. How-
ever, there are still some arbitrary distinctions 

The lockdown: a human-rights perspective
Opinion 
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After becoming a first time father 
of twins at 60 last year, Tim McBride 
has just released the fourth edition 
of his landmark New Zealand Civil 
Rights Handbook. The Devonport 
Community Board member talked 
to Angela Kemp about fatherhood 
and his influential role in the evolu-
tion of human rights legal work in 
this country.

Anyone who has seen Tim McBride pushing 
his one-year-old daughters around Devonport 
cannot help but have noticed the pure paternal 
adoration he exudes.

That he is often erroneously presumed to be 
their grandfather bothers him not one jot. In fact, 
he and his wife Tafili are considering having a 
tee shirt made bearing the slogan ‘I’m not the 
grandfather’.     

But there is another side to family guy 
McBride not so obvious when he is pushing a 
buggy around town. He is one of New Zealand’s 
foremost human rights lawyers.

The fourth edition of his initially controversial 
book, the New Zealand Civil Rights Handbook, 
has just been published.

The purpose of the book is to give authorita-
tive but accessible information on the civil rights 
available in this country.

The contents cover hot topics such as the col-
lection of DNA samples, linking driver’s licence 
details with personal credit data, protesting at 
Parliament, wearing a turban or a gang patch 
and the granting of name suppression.

He wrote the book before the arrival of 
Charlotte and Lily on Anzac Day last year, but 
publication was advantageously delayed to al-
low new legislation from the National Govern-
ment to be included.

McBride came to live in Devonport in 1986 
after fulfilling an ambition of living in a con-
verted church.

He had been on sabbatical in the UK when he 
came across a converted church that was for sale 
in a village he was visiting at the time.

“I had a look and was fascinated how they 

had converted this little village church into a 
delightful home.”

Some time later he was lying on Onetangi 
beach on Waiheke and happened to open up the 
newspaper onto the property pages.

“There was a big advertisement for a con-
verted church for sale in Devonport.

“Needless to say I hopped on the next ferry 
and was able to buy it.”

The original Devonport Methodist Church 
on Cracroft Street, or at least half of it, is now 
home to McBride, his wife Tafili, twins Lily 
and Charlotte, and his mother-in-law Mata. The 
other half of the original building is occupied by 
Devonport Museum in Mt Cambria.

He married the “woman of his dreams”, Sa-
moan born Tafili in 2003 after being introduced 
by a mutual acquaintance.

“We’d met a few times and then I went over 
to the UK. As the relationship developed the 
emails got more and more and by the time I got 
back we were very much in love.”

They were married in front of hundreds 
of people at Tafili’s Samoan Church in San-
dringham.

“She’s every Samoan mother’s dream daugh-
ter, she’s absolutely dutiful.

“I was told in no uncertain terms that I was 
marrying the family jewel.”

Adopted by the McBrides when he was a few 
days old, Tim’s happiness was sealed when his 
birth mother came to the wedding.

“I was 40 when she tracked me down in the 

early 90’s using the Adult Information Adop-
tion Act.

“The interesting thing is if we got 100 women 
to walk past, and I were to ask which one was 
my mother, you would pick her out.

“When I look at her face it’s like looking into 
a mirror. There’s absolutely no doubt that she is 
my mother.

“The re-union has been very moving for 
her… she is now in her mid-80s.

“Becoming a father has made me even more 
aware of the terrible pain she suffered for over 40 
years as she wondered about whatever happened 
to the son she was effectively forced to give up 
for adoption a few days after he was born.

“Given that she is a gentle and sensitive per-
son, that pain must have been really excruciating 
for periods of time.”

He also learnt that his birth mother had gone 
on to marry his birth father and had two further 
children.

“I knew I was adopted from a pretty young 
age but certainly when I was a teenager and a 
young man, there was no better compliment than 
people telling me, ‘you’re just like your father’. 
He was a lawyer who worked his way up from 
working class origins.

“Then I met this woman who was my birth 
mum and realised that that was the good side 
of me as well.

“She’s a lovely, lovely person and would fit 
well in Devonport but she isn’t well enough to 
move now.

From a family interested in human rights …Tim McBride

McBride’s lifelong passion for human rights
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Level 3 Lockdown Sale!
30% Off Storewide*

28th April - 11th May 

www.Golfhq.co.nz
*Excludes Scotty Cameron, Vokey & 

Custom Orders

between what’s permissible and what’s not.)
Police officers were specifically requested 

to “do anything reasonably necessary to do in 
ensuring compliance” with the order. In vari-
ous parts of Auckland, this resulted in officers 
ordering swimmers from the water.

Overall, the police appear to have exercised 
their new powers with careful discretion.

They know that if they’re over-zealous, they 
will pay a heavy price in terms of community 
respect. Extensions of police powers are in-
herently controversial. They require a strong 
justification together with careful parliamentary 
consideration. For justifiable reasons, that has 
not happened here. Instead, sweeping new pow-
ers were given immediate legal effect by means 
of an order under the Health Act. 

Of course, people will say,  ‘it’s only during 
the lockdown. Once it’s over, things will return 
to normal’. I’m not sure what the ‘new normal’ 
will be like, except that it will be different.

Some commentators have described the pan-
demic as our “9/11 moment”. If so, let’s hope 
one of the consequences is not an outpouring 
of controversial legislation with major human-
rights implications. That’s what happened in 
New Zealand after the horrific events on 11 
September 2001 in the US.

Then there’s all the talk about testing. Test, 
test, test, the experts say. Of course, they’re 
right. Of that, I need no convincing. Inevitably, 
however, testing and especially contact-tracing, 
raise major privacy issues regarding the collec-
tion, storage, use and disclosure of individuals’ 
personal information.

Will such tracing lead to a quantum leap in 
highly invasive state surveillance of identifiable 

individuals? In authoritarian states like China, 
that’s already occurring. In New Zealand, will 
privacy safeguards tucked away in contact-
tracing legislation be worth the paper they are 
written on?

Like other civil rights relevant to the pan-
demic response, the right to individual privacy 
is not absolute. For example, the Privacy Act’s 
limitations on when an agency may disclose 
personal information, do not apply if the agency 
“believes on reasonable grounds” that disclo-
sure is necessary “to prevent or lessen a serious 
threat to public health or safety”. That exception 
is clearly relevant to the present emergency.

Of even more relevance at present is the Civil 
Defence National Emergencies (Information 
Sharing) Code 2013. This was activated as part 
of the declaration of national emergency last 
month. It gives the authorities broad powers 
to reduce Kiwis’ privacy entitlements during 
the emergency.

While I accept the necessity of widespread 
testing for the Covid-19 virus, I wonder where it 
will lead. Will entry to educational institutions, 
workplaces, shopping malls, public transport, 
sporting activities, concerts, theatres and 
churches require a test as a condition of entry?

Will we move speedily to adopt some form 
of ‘traffic light’ classification system, with the 
result that one’s freedom of movement and 
participation in public places may depend 
onwhether we test ‘red’, ‘amber ’, or ‘green’? 

In other words, will the testing that many 
of us may find intrusive, become a daily pre-
condition of entry to public places?

If so, what will remain of the cherished Kiwi 
way of life?
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Rare dry-dock photographs for sale 
Rare photos of the opening of the Cal-

liope Dock in February 1888 are up for 
auction this month.

The dry-dock opening day was such an 
important event in the life of Auckland, it 
was designated a public holiday, and was 
reported in newspapers around the world.

“Despite extensive research I can find no 
record of any photos of the opening of this 
famous dock being publicly offered before 
– unlike the works of Burton Brothers and 
other commercial photographers from that 
era being relatively common,” said Henry 
Newrick, of Whanganui Publishing, who is 
putting the photos up for sale.

The six photos for sale are expected to 
fetch $200-$250 per photo (framed) at the 
Webb’s auction.

 Construction of the Calliope Dock was 
one of the largest and most difficult engi-
neering works undertaken in New Zealand 
in the 19th century. The work took three 
years to complete.

The opening day began at 8am, with 150 
Navy crew and officers setting off from 
Auckland in one of the ferry steamers that 
regularly plied the Auckland-North Shore 
route. An hour later, invited guests set off on 
the steamer Britannia, followed by members 
of the public who arrived by ferry and in all 
manner of craft, including yachts crewed 
by members of the Auckland Yacht Club.

At 9.30am, H.M.S. Calliope cut through 
the blue ribbon covering the entrance and 
edged into the dock. When she was safely 
berthed, Governor Sir William Jervois de-
clared the dock formally open. Lunch was 
held dockside at midday, attended by all 
manner of officialdom along with leading 
citizens of the day.

It wasn’t just the good and the great who 
got to celebrate the occasion. Six casks of 
beer were provided for the refreshment of 
ships’ crews and dock guards. However, a 
brawl broke out and this brought proceed-
ings to an end.

In 1889, an agreement was entered into 
between the Admiralty (Great Britain) and 
the Auckland Harbour Board whereby 
the Admiralty would have priority use of 
the dock for 30 years for repairs to Royal 
Navy ships.

The photos will be auctioned by Webb’s  
Auction House on 1-7 May. 

They can be seen online in the auction 
catalogue at  www:auctions.webbs.co.nz

Grand opening…  
the Calliope Dock unveiling  
in 1888 received national  
and international coverage
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Stanley Point 31A Stanley Point Road, Devonport

5 3 5 2

Price by Negotiation

Phone for viewing times

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Spectacular views 2914sqm clifftop garden

With a rare 2914sqm waterfront site, large five bedroom home and sweeping views you will enjoy

space, space space! Incorporating large lawns, orchard and even dedicated chook house this

property offers a “country in the city” lifestyle in one of Devonport’s most sought after positions.

The large home was extended and renovated ten years ago and offers perfect choices for large or

extended families or those seeking spaces for guests or to work from home. New bathrooms,

double glazing and central separate “wings for great separation. Still offers opportunities to add

value. Private quiet location a stroll to the school, beaches and ferry access to the city. This will be

great buying…….Big views, land and home!

bayleys.co.nz/1451134
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In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

Devonport Druid and former  
RSA president Chris Mullane 
reports on Anzac Day  
celebrations 2020.

There is no doubt that Anzac Day 2020 
was like no other. It is true that many of us 
did miss gathering for traditional Anzac com-
memoration ceremonies. However, there has 
been much to celebrate in the wide-ranging 
demonstrations of Kiwi ingenuity and creativ-
ity that have sprung up as a result.

During our daily exercise in the weeks 
leading up to Anzac Day, we witnessed ever-
increasing window displays of teddy bears 
and other favourite stuffed toys wearing pop-
pies. Many families adorned their fences and 
porches with home-made poppies of all sizes 
and wreaths of many descriptions, lovingly 
crafted from egg cartons and other recycled 
materials. 

Others flew flags or displayed home-made 
banners bearing the words “Lest we forget” or 
“We will remember them”. 

For the most part, our local schools were 
already linked up with pupils online from the 
start of lockdown and amongst their ‘home 
bubble’ activities children were encouraged 
to create and share wonderful examples of 
how they wanted to acknowledge those who 
had served. 

Somehow, the restrictions of level 4 
strengthened community bonds and our con-
nection with the privations experienced by 
earlier generations in times of war, disaster 
and pandemics. 

Perhaps this spontaneous community re-
sponse offers a message to those organising 
future Anzac Day commemorations. Yes, tradi-
tion is important, but there are many ways of 
honouring the fallen other than just the usual 
style of ceremonies that follow a time-worn 
pattern, largely inherited from our British 
forebears. Perhaps it is time to develop our 
own particularly New Zealand format for such 
important community events – honouring the 
past and also celebrating the present?

This was epitomised on Anzac Day itself 
by the many ways in which people ‘stayed 
alone’ while ‘coming together’. Many stood at 

dawn by their gates, some sharing impromptu 
ceremonies on Bluetooth speakers with their 
immediate neighbours. Throughout the day, 
people came in ones and twos to lay a floral 
tribute and pay their respects at the Devonport 
Memorial, or used various online options to 
commemorate with family members or old 
comrades elsewhere in New Zealand and 
overseas. Others, while still respecting level 4 
rules, pushed the envelope a little. 

One example was a dawn ceremony held 
in Bayswater. At 6.00am, strictly observing 
two-metre spacing, a small number of local 
residents, including veterans young and old, 
gathered at O’Neill’s Point Cemetery to lay 
wreaths at the military headstones of two 
young Maori soldiers from World War One. 

Bill Rimmer played The Last Post. The Ode 
was then recited in te reo Maori by currently 
serving Navy veteran Leading Seaman Te 
Orangapumau Elia and in English by myself. 
This was followed with a lament played by 
piper Chris Lucas. And then, after a minute’s 
silence, the bugle sounded Reveille and the 
brief ceremony was over. 

It was a fitting way to honour the two soldiers 
who, while undertaking pre-embarkation train-
ing at Narrow Neck, had died from influenza. 
One had died on 2 November 1918, barely a 
week before the war ended, and the other on 20 
November, only nine days after Armistice was 
declared. Their service numbers show they had 
joined the army together – 84749 Pte T. Chase 
and 84750 Pte T. Oneroa. They were probably 
close mates. They lie buried side by side. 

For over 100 years they have been our sons 
too. We will remember them! 

Under lockdown: Anzac Day in Devonport                             

O’Neill’s Point dawn ceremony… Chris Mullane pays his respects 
Photo: Chris Weissenborn
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Social distancing made a big difference 
to Anzac Day around Devonport in 2020. 

Residents stood along the streets at 6am, 
to pay their respects, while poppies and 
memorials hung from fence posts, gates 
and even cars. 

Honouring the fallen…  
Sharon Adams got set up in Nicoll 
Ave the day before Anzac Day

A unique year… the usual crowd of several thousand was much 
reduced in 2020

as respects are paid in different ways

Making a statement... A vehicle adorned with poppy and flag in front 
of a Victoria Rd home
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BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Clifftop | Panoramic View | Water Access
Sharply priced by motivated vendor. 
Absolute waterfront position, breathtaking harbour 
panoramas and views to the America’s Cup base.                                        
Set on a 1189sqm (approx) section. 293sqm five 
bedroom family home.

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT PETER
PRICE | $2.550M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60580
PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188 | 445 3414

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT KIM
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60588

Rarely does a generous two bedroom, two bathroom 
property of this nature come to the market positioned 
for sun enjoying a quiet, serene environment. 
Boasting attention to detail and beautifully considered 
for easy modern day living, 15A Ascot presents a 
special opportunity for downsizers, first home buyers 
and investors. Seriously motivated vendor invites all 
offers. This is one certainly not to be overlooked.

DEVONPORT | 15A ASCOT AVENUE | A Contemporary Sanctuary 

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

Lovingly created in 1929 and recently remodelled this majestic grand old lady stands gracefully 
on a corner site proudly offering your lucky family the opportunity of a lifetime. Delight in lavish 
sophistication throughout the five bedrooms and two living areas and spacious grounds. 
Rejoice in the beautifully crafted chefs kitchen and the stunning bathrooms and breathtaking 
features throughout this wonderfully 300sqm spacious family residence. Enjoy an extraordinary 
life together relishing in what truly is a beautiful place to call home.

BAYSWATER | 1/38A NORWOOD ROAD | Feel the Love!

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9949 | VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT LEWIS
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355  
LewisGuy@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA 916 6000 


