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Cold case: Devonport serial-killer investigation

A suspected Devonport serial killer is
under investigation by a leading true-crime
writer.
New Zealand author Scott Bainbridge

has identified five possible victims of nurse the trial of the Devonport nursing-home
Elspeth Kerr, who worked in Devonport owner, who was convicted of poisoning
almost 100 years ago.
His new book will include evidence from
To page 4

Community enjoys ‘knees-up’ at Belmont School Fair

Kicking up his heels... Trying out face-painting and a bouncy castle, Fernando Cabrera (2) gets into
the spirit of the Belmont Primary School Kids Fun Fair. Photo: Keeley Watson. More, pages 8-9.

Best buying opportunity
in Narrow Neck
18 Wairoa Road
Big home with
separate studio
To be auctioned:
10am on site 4 April

Diana Murray
021 911 522
Ian Cunliffe
027 227 9322

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008
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Caravan mooted for visitor information centre

09 445 9800

Personal Trainer

Devonport Squash Club Gym
Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice
1:1 or small group
References available

A purpose-built caravan surrounded by beanbags and tables could be the new home for the
Devonport visitor information centre.
Although a new location for the centre, currently tucked off Victoria Rd in The Arcade, has
yet to be decided, a Devonport-Takapuna Local
Board workshop was told earlier this month the
plan is to return it to a more prominent site. The
information centre used to be at 3 Victoria Road
and visitor numbers have plummeted since it
moved to The Arcade.
The Devonport Business Association is
hoping to have the rehoused centre up and
running in a new location by July 2020, the
board was told.
Meanwhile, commercial tenants are being
sought for the old Devonport Borough Council
building at 3 Victoria Rd, the Flagstaff understands.
Prospective tenants are being shown around
the building, the Flagstaff has been told. It has
been unoccupied for more than 600 days.
It is also understood one group has been

3 Victoria Rd:
empty for 613 days

The old Devonport Borough Council
Building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant
on 9 July 2018.
It has now been unoccupied for 613
days. Auckland Council development
arm Panuku is working through the
future options for the building.

offered a 12-month lease.
A consortium of community groups had
put forward an expression of interest to use
3 Victoria Rd but appeared to get little traction
with council-controlled organisation Panuku,
which is responsible for the building.
“It’s pretty clear Panuku wants a commercial
lease for the building,” a source told the Flagstaff.The future of the building was discussed
at a closed Devonport-Takapuna Local Board
workshop in late February.
Even the documents presented to the board
were under wraps, with Panuku officers saying
the material was commercially sensitive.
Devonport not-for-profit groups, some of
which had been housed at 3 Victoria Rd over the
years, had hoped the new Devonport-Takapuna
Local Board would be able to have the building
returned to community use.

Student stuck in China

One Takapuna Grammar School student was
unable to return from China after the school holidays, on account of Covid-19, or coronavirus.
The school has 142 international fee-paying
students, a number of of whom had to stay in
isolation for 14 days. Principal Mary Nixon did
not want to say exactly how many, claiming
privacy as a reason.
Teachers have provided work to students in
isolation and staff and school counsellors have
kept in touch with students and home-stay
families throughout, Nixon says.

Janet 021 101 96 95

personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Operations and Marketing Assistant
NEW ZEALAND COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION AWARDS
Best Community Involvement:
2016, 2014, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2005
Best Special Project: 2016
Most Improved Newspaper: 2011, 2010
Best Young Journalist: 2014, 2012, 2013
Best Sports Journalist: 2018, 2017, 2016
Best Senior Feature/Lifestyle Writer: 2014,2017
Best Junior Feature/Lifestyle Writer: 2014
Best Headline: 2017, 2018
VOYAGER/CANON MEDIA AWARDS
Community Reporter of the Year: Winner 2018
Community Newspaper of the Year: Finalist 2017
Devonport Publishing Ltd First Floor, 9 Wynyard St
Telephone: 09 445 0060
Email: sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
Website: www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
MANAGING EDITOR:
PUBLISHER:
EDITOR:
DESIGN:
SALES:
COPY EDITOR:

Rob Drent
Peter Wilson
Jodi Yeats
Brendon De Suza
Liz Cannon
Jo Hammer

Information in the Devonport Flagstaff is copyright and cannot be published
or broadcast without the permission of Devonport Publishing Ltd.

NEXT ISSUE: March 27
ADVERTISING DEADLINE: March 20

The Alternative Board has been operating in New Zealand for 8 years and
is looking for an adaptable all-rounder to join our small Devonport office.
Assisting the MD, the right person will be able to turn their hand to multiple
and varied assignments, including:
• Managing and implementing our
marketing, advertising and PR
programmes
• Maintaining and developing our
library of marketing materials,
co-ordinating design and printing
• Maintaining and updating our
web-site and CRM system
• Co-ordinating our social media
channels content
• Organisation of our quarterly
franchisee meetings and bi-annual
conference
• Managing Outlook Calendar
appointments
• Managing our monthly client
newsletter and email marketing
campaigns

• Overseeing the launch programme
for new franchise start-ups
• Liaising with our international
colleagues on IT and Marketing
support
• Management of all property/IT and
office support functions
Hours can be flexible but likely
to be upwards of 25 each week.
Remuneration will be $27 per hour.
We are looking for an experienced
person with a proven track record,
strong communication and language
skills, initiative, confidence, energy,
enthusiasm, the ability to deal with
people at all levels and a professional
attitude.

If this sounds like you, please email your CV to
sjames@thealternativeboard.co.nz.
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Sea views and security alarms:
life as a TGS caretaker

Gone surfing... Ross Chapman has stepped down after 35 years as caretaker at Takapuna Grammar School
Ross Chapman never got used to waking
up in the middle of the night to deal with
security alarms going off at Takapuna Grammar School (TGS).
Departing after 35 years as school caretaker, he has also had enough of dealing with
one or two other regular chores.
“I won’t miss the tagging appearing on
the walls or opening classrooms on the
weekends because someone forgot their
shoes,” he says with a laugh.
But the 62-year-old also takes with him
many fond memories of his years at the
school, particularly those spent living onsite in the caretaker’s house overlooking the
Hauraki Gulf – which meant never having
to drive to work.
“It was a great place to bring up my kids
and I really enjoyed coaching the rugby
teams and running the swimming pool,”
he says.
His long commitment to the school has
brought him into contact with generations
of students and families.
Chapman’s love for sport started when
he attended TGS as a student between
1970 and 1974. He played rugby for the

first XV, eventually becoming captain. He
particularly enjoyed the team’s trips to play
in competitions in Australia.
He remembers being in detention one
day with his mate Grant Davidson when the
principal at the time, former All Black Jack
Kelly, came storming into the room. To their
surprise, he took them outside and taught
them how to pass a rugby ball.
When Chapman became caretaker in
1984, he began coaching sports teams at
the school. He coached one under-15 boys
rugby team to a North Harbour title.
His job meant dealing with alarms and
intruders at all hours.
He recalls once jumping on his bicycle
to pursue two young men in the middle of
the night.
“Oi! What are you doing?” he shouted before leaping off his bike to apprehend them.
One turned out to be a student at the school.
Along with the chance to enjoy nights of
unbroken sleep, Chapman is looking forward to taking a break from work to spend
more time with his children Ainsley, 36,
Sam, 33, and Grace, 29, and to look after
his grandchildren.

He also wants to travel in New Zealand
with his wife Pam in their caravan for a
couple of months and spend plenty of time
surfing.

“Carefully loving
your little angel as
they learn and grow”
0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna
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Unmasking a murderer 100 years on

her foster child Betty Cameron and
suspected of murdering her husband
Charles Kerr and another Devonport
resident in 1932.
Bainbridge says the full story of Elspeth Kerr has never been told. He has
been studying old documents to confirm
his suspicion that there were other
victims, which would make Kerr one
of New Zealand’s earliest serial killers.
“There are so many complexities to
it,” he says.
“I don’t want to give away too much
of what I have learned as it will be all
conveyed in the book.
“Back in the 1930s, things were never
really talked about because of the scandals, but future generations have been
left with Chinese whispers of stories in
the past never discussed.”
Bainbridge’s first two books, Without
Trace and Still Missing, led to several
cold cases being reopened, and inspired
the TVNZ series, The Missing.
In another book, Shot in the Dark,
Bainbridge accessed old murder files
to examine unsolved New Zealand
murders of the 1920s and 30s.
Bainbridge plans to visit Devonport
next month to continue his investigations.
He will speak to the Devonport U3A
at 11am on 8 April at Harmony Hall,
Wynyard St, covering subjects that include the 1963 Bassett Rd machine-gun
murders and the 1956 waterfront-payroll
robbery, both of which he has written
books about.
He is keen to hear from anyone in
Devonport who has any stories or reflections in relation to Elspeth Kerr.
Contact him at: investigate.scott@
xtra.co.nz.

Digging deep… Scott Bainbridge is investigating a Devonport
murderer

Who was Elspeth Kerr?

Elspeth Kerr immigrated from Scotland to
New Zealand with her husband and son in
1921. She opened a private nursing home
at 18 Abbotsford Tce, Devonport where
she provided maternity care to a number
of women, becoming well respected in
the community. She took into her care and
brought up a baby from an unwed mother.
Kerr moved to bigger premises at 2 Matai
Rd, Cheltenham, and in 1930 shifted to 20
Queens Parade.
From the late 1920s, in addition to
maternity care, she took in elderly patients,
providing private rest-home care to one or
two patients at a time.
In January 1932, her husband, Charles
Kerr, who was normally in good health,
lapsed into a coma and died of what was
suspected to be a stroke.
One month later, her eight-year-old foster
daughter, Betty, was admitted to Auckland
Hospital in a coma. Doctors could not
work out what was wrong. Later, doctors
took urine samples and found traces of

over-the-counter barbiturate Veronal in her
system. Veronal was taken to induce sleep,
but in the 1930s was also being used as a
recreational drug.
Elspeth Kerr was arrested for the
attempted murder of Betty. Police also
exhumed the bodies of Charles Kerr and a
rest-home resident named Emma Day, who
had died in 1931. Their bodies were found
to contain traces of Veronal.
Kerr went through three trials at the
Supreme Court in Auckland. In 1933, she
was found guilty of attempted murder and
sentenced to six years in jail.
In 1992, her former rest home in Matai
Rd was torn down to make way for a new
house to be built. Bones dating back to
around the 1930s were found beneath the
foundations.
Some people came forward at the
time, saying they had relatives who they
suspected of being killed by Kerr. These
allegations were not followed up to any
degree.

Funky Mending & Upcycling

With Gracie Matthews

learn new techniques to upcycle and mend
favourite wardrobe items, using vintage hand
crank sewing machines and hand sewing.

When: Sunday 5 April 11am - 2pm
Where: Navy Museum - 64 King Edward Parade
$40 per person | workshop for adults
Only 8 spaces - bookings essential
info@navymuseum.co.nz
T: 09 445 5186
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Evan Williams: Rowing champ still has one eye on rugby

Golden combination... Evan Williams (left) and double-sculls partner Jacob Davey
Rugby is still competing for attention for
Evan Williams’ attention, even though the
Takapuna Grammar School (TGS) student has
won rowing gold twice this year at regional and
national rowing regattas.
Evan, 17, who recently won gold with
Jacob Davey in the under-19 double-sculls
and bronze in the under-20 single sculls at the
National Club Championships, is putting off
choosing between the sports.
“When I had an interview [with the Flagstaff] in year 11, I said I would make my
decision in year 13, but I still haven’t,” he says.
Last year, Evan played in the school’s first
XV, mainly as a prop. The decider this year will
be whether he gets into a New Zealand rowing
team, which would prevent him playing rugby
in winter.
Otherwise, he doesn’t see a problem, as both
sports involve cardiovascular training, so can

be complementary.
Evan comes from a rugby family, with
both parents having played in their younger
days, and his sister Kate currently in the North
Harbour women’s side, as well as playing for
the Navy.
For now, Evan usually has 10 training
sessions a week, four or five heading out
about 5.30am from the school rowing base on
Bayswater marina to the Chelsea sugar works,
where the smell of burnt sugar is mouth-watering for a young rower burning a massive
amount of fuel.
Eating enough to keep weight on is an ongoing challenge. Evan aims to eat six times a
day over the summer rowing season.
TGS rowing has had a strong season, with
the under-16 boys and under-15 girls winning
medals at the North Island Club Championships.

Crazy but reality!

The property market and prices have been on fire over the last few months,
especially in the provinces. Banks have been flat out, with loan approvals
taking up to 10 business days. This activity may be tempered for a while by
the crazy hysteria [but sadly reality] around this flu bug. We see:
1. Investment decisions involving property, business, staff, travel etc being
curtailed by the uncertainty in the short term – we saw and heard of several
deals falling over.
2. The RBNZ may cut the Official Cash Rate (OCR), mainly to keep up with
other countries. But it will simply encourage more housing debt and will
not help tourist numbers, forestry jobs, supply chain from China etc, nor
the cost/availablity of business and agri finance.
3. Asset prices are correcting with US equities down 10% (they were up 29%
in 2019!) and some property may follow. But it will only affect those who
HAVE to sell; others should not care long-term.
4. Unemployment is likely to increase and credit become more scarce if
things deteriorate, which will be a dampener for both property and finance
in months to come.
5. This flu will come and it will be fatal for a portion of the sick, elderly and
those with a weak immune system, just as every other flu has done for
centuries, and others will no doubt follow. BUT the media hysteria and
headlines of “pandemonium” and “pandemic” just fuel unnecessary panic
and negative sentiment!

The spectre of Covid-19 (coronavirus) could
throw a spanner in the works for the national
schools rowing event, the Maadi Cup. But
hopes remain high that the regatta will go ahead
in Twizel at the end of this month.
While he has to take time off school for
events, Evan says the PE department is supportive and helps him stay on top of school
work.
Evan would like to study sports at AUT or
Waikato University, but his main focus is to
try to get into a national rowing team, which
could potentially involve a gap year.
● The 28 February Flagstaff story on recent
TGS rowing successes had Evan and Jacob
taking gold in the under-17 double-sculls at the
schools nationals instead of the under-19 event
at the national club champs, and Jacob Hamlin
instead of Jessica Hamlin in the intermediate
coxed-quad sculls.

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing,
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, saves plenty.
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The deal on the surface appeared pretty
simple: North Shore United football club
needed to upgrade its fields, but couldn’t
afford it. One of Auckland Council’s aims is
to encourage an active community, so it took
over the fields, would pay for the upgrade
and ongoing maintenance, and the fencedoff Allen Hill Stadium would be opened up
as a public park, still to be used by North
Shore United.
Essentially, the park would have become
like Devonport Domain, home of North
Shore Cricket Club, and the Vauxhall Rd
fields, home to the North Shore Rugby Club.
However, the concept has become
muddied at the resource-consent stage.
Commissioners, bending over backwards
to placate residents concerned about spill-

The Flagstaff Notes
over parking, ruled that fencing should
remain on the southern side of the ground.
Indeed, council has been busy recently
repairing a gap in the fence that was used
as a shortcut into the ground.
I don’t particularly like barriers around
parks, and can recall the joy around
Devonport when the fences came down at
Maungauika 20 years ago, opening up the
mountain to the public.
The soccer club says that it tries to
discourage parking in the side streets, and
the new development creates more parking
within the current ground. The club has
always thought of the plan as creating an
open park.
(Declaration of interest: I live across the
road from the soccer ground, and bought the
house obviously knowing the football club
was a neighbour).
The lack of a formal budget for work to
start on the ground is also worrying.
It is set down to start in the 2020/21 cycle,
but money still has to be approved in the
Auckland Council budgets.
Many North Shore projects suffer the
same unease, with the council’s stated

March 13, 2020
preference being for money to be spent in
South and West Auckland, where need is
seen to be greater.
The glacial pace of work continues at
the $1million-plus Bean Rock playground
at Windsor Reserve, despite a tinder-dry
summer, with work uncompromised by
rain days.
The playground will be finished by the
start of winter – just in time for kids to give
it a go in their gumboots and raincoats.
Not only are the public aghast at the
amount of concrete used in the project, some
council insiders are as well.
Nothing in early plans indicated concrete
paths would be installed, instead of the more
heritage-friendly tar-seal used for other
Devonport footpaths.
In the latest instalment of one of the
world’s great sports rivalries, the B&D
Challenge between Devonport and Belmont
squash clubs, Devonport won the most
recent match 24-18, to lead the series 5-4.

Belmont Pharmacy

Your natural health specialists
In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice
Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz
Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock
SINCE 1989

Belmont Pharmacy

Independent Financial Advice

143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247
www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Call me for a no obligations chat
email: david@davidsmart.co
Phone: 027 543 4455
www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

Navigate with the Navy
-Free workshop-

Are you fascinated by the stars?
Join NZ Navy navigation experts and
discover the basics of navigating by the stars.

When: Thurs 2nd April 7.30pm - 9pm
& Sat 4th April 11.30am - 1.30pm

Where: Navy Museum - 64 King Edward Parade

Free - spaces are very limited so reserve your spot now.
For queries and to book
email: info@navymuseum.co.nz t: 09 445 5186

www.navymuseum.co.nz
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 5F Church Street

Architect designed oasis near the beach

4

This home presents an enticingly rare prospect at the heart of Devonport – an architecturallydesigned contemporary residence crafted just 10-years ago by noted local architect Mike Pepper. It
offers the ideal choice for those who seek the lifestyle benefits and peace-of-mind of a new build,
yet relish the special heritage character of Devonport. The property offers a peaceful oasis, nestled
in amongst majestic villa homes, just footsteps from King Edward Parade’s waterfront boulevard
and Torpedo Bay beach. This three-level weatherboard home offers elegant, functional and very
versatile spaces that work perfectly for family living with excellent work-from-home options too.
Plus it has been future-proofed with a lift, and has easy-care fully fenced gardens ideal for kids.

Auction (unless sold prior)
1.30pm, Thu 9 Apr 2020
28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna
View Sun 1-1.45pm or by appointment
Linda Simmons 027 459 0957
linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

bayleys.co.nz/1470301

bayleys.co.nz

3

2

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

2
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Summer plays ball for Belmont School Fair

Children and adults flocked to Belmont
Primary School Kids’ Fun Fair on Saturday 7
March for a day of delicious food, interactive
play, face-painting, stalls and the Battle of the
Schools – a reinvented Top Town for kids.

Petting ducklings... (from left) Mirim Dallimore (11), Maia Condon (11),
Anna Signal (11), Madeline Thomas (9) and Amelia Thomas (9)
Giving his all... Monty Henderson
(10) in Battle of the Schools

Flossing... Natasha and Megan (5)
Van Greunen

Making a splash... Zoe Clerke (5) and Ollie Chapman (4) in a water wheel
PHOTOS: KEELEY WATSON

Yes!
We do retro-fitted
double glazing.

NZ’s number 1 friendly
and reliable companion
driving service
Driving Miss Daisy
Devonport
Call Marie today
09 486 5074

restore, repair
and rebuild
rather than
replace!

Ask for a free, no-obligation
consultation at your home.
Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com
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Bookworm... Zach Heron (9) does what it says on the box, entering a new-look library

oneoneroa.co.nz

NGW0044

Stop searching. Start living.
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Anneka joins the Flagstaff team

Anneka Brown joined the Devonport Flagstaff team last week as our new reporter.
Brown came to Auckland for the job straight
from Rarotonga in the Cook Islands, where she
has lived for the past nine years, most recently
working as a cadet on the Cook Islands News.
She has settled in Bayswater and will work
on the Rangitoto Observer and the Devonport
Flagstaff, Devonport Publishing’s two newspapers.
Brown will be writing across all news
sections, and enhancing our coverage of politics,
the environment, schools, sport and humaninterest stories.
Outside work, she enjoys reading, painting,
canoeing, triathlons and scuba diving.
Contact Anneka with your news and
stories on: anneka@devonportflagstaff.co.nz or
022 159 5646.
New reporter… Anneka Brown

Letter

Reply to ‘Defecation Disgust’

Dear Mr Hindle,
I am replying to the letter you felt moved to
send a month or so ago (Flagstaff, 31 January), in
which you called out a person who defecated in
Northboro Reserve on a presumably sunny Sunday morning. I am sure it was not a pleasant sight.
But I am wondering why you felt compelled to
bring such a strong light to the person’s “country
of origin”? You advise the person to have “pride
and respect for their new country” and appear
to speak for Kiwis as a whole in your disgust.
I am puzzled as to the situation that was presented to you on that fateful Sunday morning....
Were you presuming that they were new to this
country purely by the colour of the person’s skin
or the way they looked? Or was there some detail
that you excluded from your letter? Did they yell
back at you: “I am new to this country and this
is how we do it in my country of origin”? And
how did you know that this person wasn’t in

fact experiencing one of the most embarrassing
moments of their life – were they reading the
newspaper?
At the moment it appears to me (Kiwi), and
what I hope many of the readers (presumably
some will be Kiwi), is that you are being racist.
You might not intend it, but I think if you found
yourself with a different perspective, what you
have written could be taken with real offence.
The fact is – people of all creeds and colours
may be caught short, terrifying stuff I know.
Being disgusted by it is okay I guess, but immediately (and publicly) connecting it with where
they were born is not. I hope no one new to this
country has read your letter, and if they have they
ignore its bizarre message.
I am on a quest to never find myself in a park
taking a poo, but if I do, I now have just the thing
in my pocket to take care of it.
Disgusted Kiwi, Jesse McBride

Local Glazing Services including:
• Mirrors
• Hush Glass
• Glass
• Reputties

• Broken Windows
• Low E Thermal
• Safety Glass

ContaCt uS at

devonportglass@gmail.com
or 021 148 1804

Belmont Primary School
is proudly sponsored by

NICOLA JONES INSURANCE
nji.co.nz • nicola@nji.co.nz • +64 21 491 080
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Bean Rock – a budget looking
for somewhere to be spent

Inane comment

Surely the most inane comment
in recent local-body history has to
be George Wood’s reason for voting
against requiring the addresses of
submitters to the Auckland Council
consultation process, as this would cut
homeless people and transients out of
the process. (Flagstaff, 28 February).
I may have missed something, but
I haven’t heard the deafening clamour
from the homeless and transient
community about the discriminatory
abuse of their democratic rights by
being unable to make a submission to
council because they are ‘address-less’.
And of course they do have
addresses,. It may be care of Auckland
City Mission, Toyota Camry – Queens
Pde, or Takapuna Beach.
Seriously though, the comment from
Jan O’Connor that the current system
is a shambles is more to the point
and the overall council ‘Have Your
Say’ consultation process is seriously
deficient and essentially ineffective.
It is impossible for a group or
ratepayer to engage with the process
in a meaningful and intelligent way,
particularly when the submission is
detailed or covers a number of points.
Grey Power found this out in the 2018
Local Board Annual Plan consultation
where 400-plus written and addressed
submissions from seniors, asking for
a survey on the state of local senior
organisations, many of which are
struggling, were lost in the process and
completely ignored.
Our local board should be facing up
to this critical problem rather than nitpicking around the edges.
Bill Rayner,
Grey Power North Shore

The playground should be complementing
the beach, not ignoring it.
This has become another vanity project
– environmentally unfriendly, unnecessarily
complex and way too expensive – and it does
not fit with Devonport’s laid-back and natural
feel and looks like a budget searching for somewhere to be spent. The pace of work is also very
slow, probably because it takes so long for all
that concrete to dry. If there was something that
could have improved Windsor Reserve then
how about restoring the fountain on the other
half as that bandstand is looking a bit sad.
It seems that everything these days involves major works, overbuilding and tons
of concrete. Another instance is the pedestrian crossing outside Hammer Hardware.
Some painted lines would have done the
job – for a lesser-used crossing on a side
street, as they’re good enough for Victoria
Rd – instead of the traffic islands and oversized
hump that took weeks to build at huge cost.
Antony Clarke

J. Leighton (Flagstaff, 14 February) is not the
only one who doesn’t understand the redevelopment of the Windsor Reserve. Many people
I talk to are equally baffled by what is being
done there. As I was passing the other day, I
saw another concrete truck delivering to the
playground site and couldn’t help wondering
what possessed the designers.
Just about everything seems to be wrong
with this development. Check the unbelievable
amount of concrete used for the pathways – do
they need to be so thick for pedestrian use? The
sandpit is bordered with concrete edges and
boulders for children to bang their heads on,
whereas the beach five metres away is much
safer and already there. The pathway that goes
through the playground (why?) is partially
blocked with bouncy toys and changing surfaces, and levels, to make it hard for cyclists and
pedestrians to use and further risking children.
A simple asphalt pathway would have been
perfectly fine and more in keeping with the rest
of the area.

Defecation identification explanation
What motivated Mr Hindle to call the man
out in a local newspaper?
It seems to me that these are questions
worthy of a newspaper man, and I suspect of
interest to readers other than myself. I look
forward to my letter being published, and
hopefully some response from Mr Hindle.
Pete Maher

As I recall, Mr Hindle (Flagstaff, 31 January) observed a man defecate in bushes at
his local park. I was left wondering, did Mr
Hindle deduce the man was an immigrant
by his appearance, or by some other means
(e.g. his accent)?
If indeed he spoke to him, was the matter
not resolved without writing to the Flagstaff?

Harcourts Devonport Tides
©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd
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Full facts needed in weed-control debate

At the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board
Community Forum in February, the residents’
Devonport Toxin Action Group presented their
case against the use of agri-chemicals on sports
fields in our local area. The majority of the
local-board members had previously voted in
December to allow the use of a wide-surface
spray method to address the issue of weed
control at Devonport Domain and Vauxhall
Reserve.
To ensure public safety, the Auckland
Council Weed Management Policy, however,
advises the use of targeted and spot spraying.
The local group’s arguments centred on public-health issues that are being debated worldwide. It is a contentious debate. It is this issue
of public health and concomitant risks that
concerned locals want to see acknowledged
and recognised.

At both meetings it became clear that the
information available to either the local board
or the public was imprecise, vague and relied
on hazy memories. As an outcome of these
discussions, the board agreed to request that
discussions with advisors from the Auckland
Council Weed Management Team, Community Facilities and Ventia take place to enable
the local board to become fully informed of the
current practices; and for the local board to be
given accurate information on the upcoming
weed-control operations. The Waitemata
Local Board is also re-examining the issue
and is aiming to assess these concerns within
its inner-city boundaries. That the local board
members have agreed to engage in discussions
and seek further advice is a good outcome.
Trish Deans, member of the
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board

Dangerous cycling behaviour

To the aggressive cyclist who nearly ran
me down on the grass verge on Lake Rd near
the Devonport Skate Park on the morning
of 2 March:
There is a well-marked lane on Lake Road
for cyclists who find pedestrians annoying.
The sign opposite Seabreeze Rd that suggests
both should share the space refers to the track
that winds past the skate park and exits on
Victoria Rd, not to the footpath parallel with
the cycle lane where you were riding.

As the operator of a wheeled vehicle, it
is your responsibility to avoid pedestrians
in front of you and not their job to jump
out of your way because you have shouted
at them, expecting to be heard over heavy
traffic noise.
Do you think that because I am a pensioner
I am unaware of the Road Code and my right to
walk on pavements and grass verges without
intimidation from ill-informed bike riders?
P. Raine

Maria Teape Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PRE-LOVED CLOTHING SALE &
KIDS MARKET FUNDRAISER
Friday 13 March 6:00pm–9:00pm
and Saturday 14 March 10:00am–1:00pm
Takarunga Playcentre, 1/26 Kerr Street, Devonport
Takarunga Playcentre’s annual pre-loved clothing sale
fundraiser with good-quality babies, children
and adult clothes and a kids market:
a market for kids, run by kids! More information at:
https://www.facebook.com/takarunga/

KIDS ATHLETICS SERIES
Tuesdays, until 24 Mar, 4pm–6pm
Vauxhall Sports Reserve (rugby club grounds)
Primary school aged kids can have a go at a variety
of athletic activities for free in a non-competitive
environment including high jump, long jump,
running races, agility games and more.
For more info contact Maria or Carolyn ph: 445 9533
or email: maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

SUMMER FUN PRESCHOOL
PLAY MORNINGS
Tuesdays (@ Windsor Reserve) & Thursdays
(@ Bayswater Park), 9:30am–11:00am
Summer Fun Preschool Play mornings are a fun time
for preschoolers to play with big toys, be active and
make new friends. Caregiver supervision is required,
and sessions are weather dependent.
For more info, visit devonportpeninsulatrust.nz.
Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date
with any changes.

STREET GET-TOGETHERS
Devonport Peninsula Trust has some funding
available to encourage people living in the Devonport
peninsula area (Devonport to Hauraki Corner)
to get together with their neighbours to develop
neighbourhood connections.
For further info please contact Maria on ph: 445 9533
or email maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS,
a monthly email listing of community events,
and other community notices, please email
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz
With special thanks to the
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for
funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

LIGHTING • FURNITURE • FA B R I C S • WA L L PA P E R

SALE
UP TO 60% OFF

Firefly are proud to host a
presentation by designer
David Trubridge on
Thursday 19th March,
6pm

Peter Restall
Serving You First

021 808 808 • 446 2114
peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

CALL US NOW TO BOOK
YOUR PLACE

www.fireflynz.com
22 Wynyard St, Devonport | 09 446 0934
Offers valid 29th Feb – 28th March 2020, or while stocks last
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

Interview
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War veteran finds Druid’s robes the perfect fit

Chris Mullane’s army career, including service in Vietnam and in the US military, was followed by years of dealing
with the delayed effects of wartime trauma, and advocacy on behalf of his fellow veterans. These days, he presides
as Devonport Druid. Helen Vause discovers how his quirky, creative side has endured throughout.
The colourful life and times of Chris Mullane are a story of twists, turns, challenges and
reinventions.
Mullane is a military man, a Vietnam
war veteran, a businessman and corporate
troubleshooter, an early player in the world
of film and television production, an actor, a
poet and a celebrant. Of course, he is also the
Devonport Druid.
His story started in an Auckland family
of six kids, with a hard-working father and
resourceful mother patching together a pretty
good life on slender resources.
He was a kid with an eye for an adventure,
a quick brain and already quite a few skills
picked up in a childood where all the kids had
to learn how to do everything around home.
Back in the 1950s, the Mullane family
would amuse themselves and others by putting
on shows of song and dance and little Christopher was right in the midst of it.
A cheeky sense of fun and possibilities has
stayed with him ever since.
Looking back from his early 70s, Mullane
says it’s easiest to tell his stories through the
“separate bits”.
Although he’s known by a number of personas in different fields, we begin with the
young soldier.
At the end of his high-school years, he decided the army sounded like a good place to
start out, to learn life skills and hopefully get
access to higher education.
He dared to apply for a place in the Australian Army’s officer-training establishment,
Duntroon, where a handful of Kiwis would be
accepted for training each year.
Though still very young, Mullane, to the
astonishment of himself and maybe others,
was among those accepted.
So in his late teens, he headed off to Canberra for four years study for a degree and full
officer training, while trying not trying not to
stick out as one of the youngest in his classes.
“It was tough but it was an amazing time of

Spreading the word... Ruby Judson and her teammates are off to
Boston after winning a problem-solving competition
Combining ritual with community... Devonport Druid and celebrant
Chris Mullane and his dog Rocci
learning and growing for me. You come out
a different chap,” he recalls.
As a freshly minted officer, he was sent
to Singapore with his New Zealand Army
platoon, and by May 1971 Mullane was with
Victor 6 company in Phuoc Tuy province in
Vietnam. He and his platoon were foot soldiers on the ground in the heat and horrors of
war in the Vietnamese jungle for six months,
before New Zealand troops were withdrawn.
It’s an experience that will never leave
Mullane, and has overwhelmed him – as it

24 Hour
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Devonport
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Devonport
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Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale

has many veteran friends – at times throughout his life. About half of his 36-strong platoon died in Vietnam, or as relatively young
men from illnesses related to their exposure
to Agent Orange.
Mullane came home to move up through
the ranks in his army career. Not long after
Vietnam, he was sent on an exchange to the
US Army Infantry School in Fort Benning,
Georgia.
In the short version of what unfolded in
his years in the US, Mullane found himself
chief of a leadership branch at the school
“There didn’t seem to be anyone else to
take up the job,” he laughs. “But they wanted change and I was the man on the spot. I
was surrounded by very clever people who
would sort of carry me along.”
“I’d only gone to teach them light-infantry
tactics, which we New Zealanders had a
reputation for being pretty good at.”
He says he felt perpetually out of his
depth, but the US military didn’t share the
young Kiwi’s doubts. He left them with a
new leadership manual, which became widely used, and later the Americans acknowledged him with a medal for his “exceptional
abilities and dedication to duty in each of his
assignments”.
When Mullane returned to New Zealand,
he took up posts in Papakura and then
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Waiouru, but he’d begun to have doubts about
staying with the army. .
“I was looking ahead and I could see the
risk of becoming an institutional man. And I
didn’t want that.”
So after 20 years in the army and having
risen to the rank of lieutenant colonel, Mullane left for civvy street.
He saw business opportunities in film and
television production companies and, undeterred by his lack of experience in the field,
he dived headlong into them.
In retelling the stories, these sound like
frenetic fun years. But in the early 2000s and
a couple of marriages later, Vietnam trauma
and stresses caught up with him. Mullane was
forced to lie low in a long, slow journey to
recovery over a few dark years.
Back on his feet again, with his corporate
life well behind him, he found new energy and was ready to join the fight for the
recognition of his fellow veterans, and for
greater government support for them and
their families.
Mullane proved a strong advocate, made
headlines advancing the veterans’ cause, and
was appointed to a veterans health advisory
panel. In 2009, he was made an Officer of the
New Zealand Order of Merit (NZOM), for
his services to veterans. He had previously
received an MBE.
In 2015, his former school, St Peter’s College, named him “an old boy of distinction”.
Wherever he’s been at in life, the quirky,

creative side of Mullane’s nature has always
shown through. Even in Vietnam, there was
a bit of song and dance to lighten things up
for the troops.
And in the quiet locale of Waiouru, he was
quick to set up a theatre group to perform to
full houses on many cold winter nights. “We
were certainly in need of a bit of fun down

“I feel creativity
and performance are
important, because
they add something we
need to our lives.”
there. There wasn’t a lot to do.”
And in quieter moments, there have always
been his poems, even during the grimmest of
the Vietnam days.
He’s proud that one of those poems,
Poppies and Pohutukawa, so captured the
public’s heart that it was put to music in 2008
and is a favourite at Anzac services. “I think it
has resonated with people because it is about
New Zealand. It’s about us. I feel creativity
and performance are important because they
add something we need to our lives.”
It was from this line of thought that Mul-

lane, with his retirement years looming,
conjured up another niche for himself – as
the Devonport Druid.
In ancient Celtic culture, a Druid was a philosopher or teacher, a leader whose role was
shrouded in magic and mystery. These days, it
is often someone who follows a spiritual path
that incorporates creativity, communing with
nature and a quest for wisdom.
Donning his now familiar flowing garb,
Mullane launched himself with conviction –
and plenty of theatrical effect – into the local
community.
And it seems there must have been a vacancy to fill, because he’s been busy with the
community affairs of a Druid (and celebrant)
ever since. Wherever there’s something to be
opened, closed, blessed, named or celebrated,
Mullane is usually there presiding.
At this time of his life, the role is the perfect
fit for someone who loves to be in the thick of
things and is never short of a few good words.
“I thought at the time I decided to be the
Druid that society at large really needed to
chill out and go back to some of the simple,
ancient rituals. But it’s been about bringing
the community together, and for me it’s also
been about taking the chance to put something
back into the community.”
Close to his home in Bayswater, he’s a
familiar figure, walking the dog around the
parks and shoreline. Ever the keen observer
of goings on in his patch, he’s quick to put his
hand up if something needs to be resolved.

NEW LISTING

Devonport 3/26 Queens Parade

Devonport waterfront
Location and lifestyle
This lovely two-storey, low-maintenance apartment/townhouse alternative allows you to enjoy the
very best that Devonport has to offer - three bedrooms, main bathroom plus guest toilet, open living
opening out to a manageable sized courtyard and garden, plus a carport. Bustling Auckland City is
dangerously close with its vibrant night-life and culture only a 10 minute ferry ride and short stroll
away, as is Devonport’s array of cafes, restaurants, bars, the supermarket, picture theatre, library,
and boutique shops. Call now to view!

bayleys.co.nz/1470303
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Auction (unless sold prior)
1.30pm, Thu 26 Mar 2020
28 Northcroft St, Takapuna
View Sat/Sun 12-12.30pm
or by appointment
Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480
kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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Belmont Primary puts mental health on curriculum

Belmont Primary is one of four North Shore
schools that are piloting a New Zealand-first
programme to improve pupils’ mental health
and well-being.
Milford School, Forrest Hill School,
Takapuna Normal Intermediate School and
Belmont Primary are all introducing the
Resilience Project’s well-being curriculum
into classrooms this term.
Belmont Primary principal Bruce Cunningham said: “We want to introduce a
programme on how gratitude, empathy and
mindfulness can be used to support our kids’
learning, and support parents and carers.
“This programme is an important part of
each school’s effort to look after the mental

health of our students.”
Every student will have 20 to 30 lessons
throughout the year, each lasting about an hour.
Pupils will complete a variety of activities
that introduce them to the Resilience Project’s
key pillars: gratitude, empathy, mindfulness
and emotional literacy.
Takapuna Normal Intermediate is the lead
school in the project. Its principal, Wendy
Sandifer, said well-being is a worldwide issue, impacting on New Zealand in particular:
“One in four adults will suffer mental health
issues this year.”
She said it is “a concern for everyone:
students, staff, parents and the wider community”.

Well-being was the focus of Sandifer’s
2017-18 sabbatical, which took her to Canada and Australia, where she discovered the
Resilience Project.
In Australia, the project has been running
for more than five years, and has expanded to
sporting codes as well as schools.
In New Zealand, the programme is paid for
by each school, but in this year’s pilot the four
schools are getting funding from the Tania
Dalton Foundation.
Parent response to the programme launch
had been “fantastic”, said Sandifer.
Resilience Project founder Hugh van
Cuylenburg was on the North Shore for the
launch and to lead the initial sessions.

Money for football-fields upgrade still to be confirmed

North Shore United Football Club is still
awaiting final confirmation that a multimillion-dollar upgrade of its fields at Allen Hill
Stadium will go ahead.
Auckland Council was granted resource
consent late last year to proceed with the
improvements, and detailed design work is
progressing for them to start later this year.
However, club chair Steve Browning said
the club was still “slightly nervous”, with
money for the project yet to be confirmed
in the council’s 2020/21 budget.
Devonport Takapuna-Local Board chair
Aidan Bennett is keen to keep the project

moving.
“I’m concerned that it has taken so long
to achieve good outcomes for the football
club and therefore a big chunk of the community,” Bennett said.
“There are clearly a large number of people who use this facility regularly, and the
facility is in a really poor state. This should
not have been left to happen.”
The aim is to commence works after the
winter football season, Bennett said.
Bennett, North Shore councillor Chris
Darby, and board deputy chair George
Wood plan to meet club officials soon.

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club

“I am also keen for us to do some work
on tidying up the entire area in terms of the
property that council owns near the ground.
We need to create something that works for
the community and we can all be proud of.
At present it is a bit messy,” Bennett said.
As part of the resource consent, some
fencing will remain at the southern and
western perimeters of the soccer ground,
meaning it will not be a totally open park.
Bennett said he was “not comfortable”
with the fencing outcome, but aware of
the conditions imposed by the resource
consent.
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Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Polly’s Park go-slow concerns neighbours

Neighbours of Polly’s Park fear they will
be pushing up daisies before the reserve is
reopened.
Polly’s Park, also known as Mary Barrett
Glade, was closed in mid-2018, after a slip
covered a popular walkway through the park. It
has not reopened, with weeds now threatening
trees in the park.
Established natives, including kauri, rimu
and tōtara, are being smothered by honeysuckle
and privet, and wattles are proliferating. Several
trees have died. Wandering Jew covers much of
the forest floor.
Ngataringa Road residents Alan Graham and
Dorothy Jones have tried numerous channels to
raise their concerns, without success.
Graham has contacted the Navy, Ngāti
Whātua Ōrākei, Whai Rawa and the Department
of Conservation (DoC), and has been frustrated
by a lack of action.
“I am trying to get some priority on caring for
the park, instead of just administration,” he says.
Graham attended the opening of Mary Barrett
Glade in 2010, when it was on Defence land,
which only adds to his dismay at its current state.
Long-time resident Mabel (Polly) Pollock
laboured for 17 years to create the reserve of
native trees from what had been a wasteland.
Since then, the park has been transferred to
Ngāti Whātua, which passed on its administration to Ryman Healthcare and DoC, as part of
the land is a publicly owned ‘marginal strip’.
When Graham reads of clean-ups of pest
plants in nearby Achilles Reserve, he is saddened Polly’s Park is not getting the same
attention.
Jones has five kōwhai and five whau trees
she wanted to plant in the reserve, but was told
last May she would have to wait until Polly’s
Park opened.
Ryman management told her that for security
reasons construction needed to be completed
before the park could reopen.
“There are a lot of buildings… I will probably

Care and accountability needed… Alan Graham is dismayed the
established native trees in Polly’s Park are being strangled by weeds
be pushing up daisies myself by the time they
unlock that gate,” she says.
Jones questions whether the cranes and
construction work remain a danger.
“They are building well back from the park
now.”
DoC has told the Flagstaff it has completed
work on the walkway, but is still considering
whether a small handrail is needed.
“Once we are satisfied no more physical

works are required, we will start working with
all interested parties to plan opening the track,”
senior ranger Fiona McKenzie says.
Ryman says it and DoC have done the bulk
of the work on the track. Tidying-up jobs and
health and safety checks on the track are being
completed.
Ryman will announce an opening date
soon, its communications adviser Maryvonne
Gray says.

Devonport Apt 503/45 Stanley Point Road
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2

1

Price by Negotiation
View Sun 12.45-1.15pm or by appointment
Prue de Bie 021 521 242 prue.debie@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Sunny, chic, amazing panorama
Timeless style is apparent throughout this stunning fifth floor apartment
on the north east side of the iconic Devon Park waterfront complex.
Spacious, sundrenched, light filled, the interior is a blank canvas ready
for you to create your contemporary home. Beautiful bamboo flooring,
brand new bathrooms, an updated open plan kitchen and bedrooms
opening to the balcony. Enjoy the sweeping panorama and the
everchanging harbour activity, perfect for Americas Cup viewing. A
landmark on Stanley Point, immaculate grounds, a private jetty and a
gorgeous heated pool. This is the relaxed lifestyle sought after by many!

bayleys.co.nz/1470293
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Selling Simply Ltd
Affordable Real Estate Commissions!
•
•
•
•

Flat-Fee Commission.
$15,000 plus GST. Includes Internet, Signs, Fliers, Open Homes.
Experienced Local Agent.
Full Real Estate Service.

For Information and Conditions

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

JOE MARTIN AREINZ
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz
Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)

Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Cheltenham. Stunning Terraced Living!
5B ETON AVE

DEVONPORT

• Prime end position. Internal-access garaging.
• Open-plan living. Two bedrooms, two quality bathrooms.
• Easy level flow to sunny front gardens.
• Private rear gardens and entertaining areas.
• Large garage and separate utility room.
• Quality cedar construction. Timber joinery.
• Additional downstairs toilet. Quiet no-exit street.
• Quality kitchen, great for easy entertaining.

FOR SALE
BY TENDER
Closing 12pm, 19 Mar 2020
(Vendor reserves the right to sell prior)

OPEN HOMES
SAT-SUN 11.00-11.30

www.sellingsimply.co.nz
For more information contact:

JOE MARTIN AREINZ
0274 326 731

View today.
A rare oppportunity in Devonport!!

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)

Belmont.
Space and Style!
10A CASSINO ST
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BY NEG.

4 double bedrooms. 2 bathrooms.
Spacious open-plan living areas.
Private sun-drenched gardens.
604m2 freehold site.
Parking for at least 4 vehicles.
Large covered verandas.
Great buying!

OPEN HOMES SAT-SUN 12.30-1.00
For more information contact:

JOE MARTIN AREINZ
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz
Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
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Auction
5B Bayswater Avenue, Bayswater
Sitting on a peninsula reaching into the Waitemata
Harbour is Bayswater - that fabulous suburb of lifestyle
and convenience to the city and all amenities, yet so close
to beaches, reserves, cafes and restaurants. If water runs
through your veins, if transport has to be on tap, if fresh
air and feeling alive matters; then 5B is one property you
simply must see.

rwbirkenhead.co.nz/BNK23717
Damerell Group (Birkenhead) Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

4

A1B2C1E2F1I3K

Auction
6:30pm, Tuesday 24 March 2020
View
Sat 14th & Sun 15th - 1:00-1:45
Wed 18th - 5:30-6:15

Joe Hurn
022 311 3764
joe.hurn@raywhite.com
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Ushering in a new phase…
Some people are good with numbers, some
are good with people. Some people are good
with both. Rosalind and Colin Usherwood
are the kind of people who make talking
about numbers a pleasure.
The Devonport couple have been raising a
family and doing their bit for the community
here on the peninsula for over 15 years. Familiar faces around the village Rosalind and
Colin offer a boutique home-based accountancy practice in the suburb they love.
Chartered accountant Rosalind has run
Usherwood Accounting Services for 12
years, with a full client base fuelled by wordof-mouth recommendations alone. Economist husband Colin has a strong business
background and, in 2017, he set up his own
consultancy Usherwood Consulting Services.
However, keen to utilise Colin’s corporate
and tax background, they are now able to create space for new clients to benefit from their
bespoke business accountancy and advisory
services.
Keeping up with the latest legislation
and offering advice is as much a
part of what they offer as preparing
financial statements and tax returns.
Here, they helpfully share answers to
some of the accountancy questions
they’ve been asked in 2020 so far:

What do I need to consider in light of the
new residential rental property legislation that comes into effect this year?
For the 2019-20 income year onwards,
expenses relating to residential rental properties can only be claimed up to the level
of income earned from the property. Any
excess expenses are ‘ring-fenced’ and can
be carried forward to offset against future

rental income; ie. you can no longer use What are some of the major pitfalls selfresidential rental losses to reduce your oth- employed people make?
er income.
The two biggest pitfalls we see are people setting up unnecessary complex strucHow should I approach setting up an tures for their self-employment and not setAirbnb business?
ting aside a portion of their income for tax.
Rental income from Airbnb is a surpris- Tax on your first year’s income is generally
ingly complex issue from a tax perspective not payable until the following year. Howand one you should really discuss with your ever, this means that in your second year of
accountant. Things to consider are:
business you will have two years’ of pay• Who is earning the income (particularly if ments to make.
a trust owns the property)?
• How the property is used, i.e. is part of
Professional and personable, astute
the property used to earn income, or is and affable, the Usherwoods would
the property a holiday home used for both love to work with other locally based
business and personal use?
small-to-medium
enterprises,
sole
• Whether you should be registering for traders and investors who are on the same
GST.
page.

Rosalind Usherwood
021 340 506
Colin Usherwood
021 717 805

14 Patuone Avenue, Devonport, Auckland. PO Box 32 402, Devonport, Auckland 0744
Phone: 09 446 6075 Email: mail@usherwoodaccounting.co.nz www.ushewoodaccounting.co.nz
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A unique,
nurturing
environment
that sets us
apart and
keeps them
together.
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Do you have a child going into
Year 9 in 2021?
Don’t miss our upcoming information evening!
Come and hear about our unique Middle School
environment... it’s learning evolved.
Year 9 Information Evening
Monday 16 March: 7-8pm
Register to attend at kristin.school.nz or call our
Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Progress with vision,
integrity and love.

Year 9 Info Evening [Devonport Flagstaff + Rangitoto Observer 170x240 FP Ad].indd 1

14/02/20 2:30 PM
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Leaking pipe sends precious water down the drain

Water aware… Belmont resident Neil Bailey and his dogs Benny (left) and Cassie beside the leak he told
Watercare about two weeks previously
A Belmont water pipe was left leaking for
two weeks in the middle of a drought, despite
residents alerting Watercare.
Neil Bailey was walking his dogs along
Montgomery Ave last month when he noticed
water running onto the footpath and into the
drain.
“It has been very difficult to walk past this
each day. Goodness knows how many litres of
water have been lost,” he said.
He contacted Watercare about the leak, and
was advised they were aware of it. Contractors
were due to attend to it shortly, he was told.
However, nothing had been done a fortnight
later and the amount of wasted water has become a serious concern for Bailey, who wants
to raise awareness about this issue.
“I’ve tried calling again on several occasions
to find out what is going on, as nothing has
changed.” He had given up when the phone was
not being answered.
“There are so many people further north desperate for water, yet we’re letting this precious
resource just drain away.”
A Watercare spokeswoman said a leak-detection team visited Montgomery Avenue on
3 March, and that a repair crew with a digger
would be sent out the next morning.
Watercare had received a large number of
calls about leaks during Auckland’s drought.
Dry conditions, when the earth cracks and

shrinks, can lead to pipe breakages.
Watercare’s “priority leaks” increased by
nearly 40 percent in January and February, with
an increased number of complex jobs.
“Leak response is prioritised based on the
volume of water lost rather than when they are
received or how visible they are,” the spokes-

woman said.
Complex cases often require the attention
of more than one Watercare crew as well as
specialist services.
The organisation has 150 staff responding
to reports of leaks, with crews operating seven
days a week.

Neglected reserve
a rodents’ playground
Rats running across lawns in
daylight are the product of poor
council parks maintenance, says a
long-time Ngataringa Bay resident.
A strip of foreshore reserve
between Ngataringa Park and
Bulwer St has been largely untended
since Auckland Council changed
its maintenance contractor, says
Lyndsay Brock, who has lived in
Bulwer St for 35 years.
“Self-seeded privet has bloomed
and made the neighbours all sneezy,”
she says.
“There’s a huge amount of blue
morning glory crawling across the
lawns and it attracts vermin.

“The rats are loathsome. We see
them skipping across the lawn.”
Brock made a complaint to
Auckland Council on 30 December,
and was told it would be responded
to by 30 January. By early March, the
council website still said it would be
attended to by 30 January.
“We are paying a lot of money for
this and it ain’t happening,” Brock
says.
She finds it upsetting to see privet
destroying native plants.
“It’s a general problem. Since the
council changed the maintenance
people, it [park maintenance] has got
so much worse.”
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Visit one of our showrooms today.
Newmarket 7 Melrose Street, Newmarket (09) 379 3084
Takapuna 3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 488 7201

Thoughtful
design paired with
exquisite materials.
kitchensbydesign.co.nz
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Harriers give Aussies the hurry up
Takapuna Harrier club members from
the Devonport peninsula were part of
the New Zealand team that won the
Trans-Tasman 2020 Challenge Cup.
Connor Brady (10, Belmont Primary),
Dominic Cook (12, Belmont Intermediate), Isla Cutts (11, Belmont Intermediate),
and Cooper McNaughton (11, Vauxhall
School) all finished in the top three places
in events during the meet held at Mt Smart
Stadium in January.
It was the final year of the competition,
which has run for 44 years. It pitched competitors from New South Wales against
100 young New Zealand athletes in track
and field and relay events.
The top eight positions in each event
won points towards the team total.
Cooper McNaughton, competed in
the 400m relay, 800m and 1500m races,
placing sixth in both the 800m and 1500m
while his relay team came second.
The team was “stoked” to win the
cup, he said.
Takapuna Amateur Athletic and Harrier
Club athletes results:
Connor Brady, 2nd shot-put, 2nd 400m,
3rd 200m, 1st field relay; Isla Cutts, 3rd
4x400m relay, 8th 800m, 6th 1500m;
Cooper McNaughton, 2nd 4x400m relay,
6th 800m, 6th 1500m; and Dominic Cook,
3rd 1500m, 4th 800m.

LOve
LocaL
Get
vocaL

Cup winners… From left, Cooper McNaughton, Dominic Cook,
Connor Brady and Caleb Maunder (Campbells Bay Primary).
(Absent: Isla Cutts)

We want to hear from you! Tell us what we should focus
on over the next three years to make your community
better through our 2020 Local Board Plans.
Have your say now at akhaveyoursay.co.nz/lovelocal
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ObOrn

(formerly Ogden Electrical,
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your
Electrical & Data
requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations,
new builds, design & project
management since 1985.
Trustworthy licensed builders specialising
in residential alterations/extensions,
kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on
0274 660 666, or visit our website

www.efd.kiwi

PlumbinG
AnD DrAinAGE lTD
Professional Quality Service

• Gasfitting • Certifying/Licensed
• Digger Hire • Plumber/Drainlayer
• All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz
0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

Guy Anderson

Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes,
carried out by a tradesman
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.

www.scapetech.co.nz

s

ar
PHONE 445 2549
30 yreience
e
MOBILE 021 767 093 exp

scapetech@clear.net.nz
scapetech@outlook.com

John Bisset LtD

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years
Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior – New and existing, roofs,
fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping,
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.
Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.
Office: 445 8099
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz

www.bissetltd.co.nz

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore
New installations
Repairs and Maintenance

Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

YOUR LOCAL
CRAFTSMAN

PLUMBER

Friendly, experienced service
for all of your plumbing needs.

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS

021-909790
445-6691

Villa Masonry Ltd
Masonry Ltd
•Villa
Brick work

Block work
work
• Brick
• Paving
Block work
• Cobble
Paving driveways
Paved Patios
• Cobble
driveways
Repair Patios
work
• Paved
No
job too
small!
•
Work
• Concrete
Repair
work
No
job
too
small!
Ph 09 551 3171

Ph021
09 465
551 460
3171
021 465 460
villamasonryltd@gmail.com
villamasonryltd@gmail.com

We guarantee
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom

021 723 413

registered
professional painters

ODD-JOB
HANDYMAN
Small-to-medium
odd jobs
done around
the house
Call James
for availability
and hourly rate

021 239 4898
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DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
AUTO
AUTO
AUTO
AUTO
AUTO
CENTRE
CENTRE
CENTRE CENTRE
CENTRE
CENTRE
CENTRE
NEW SERVICE

Andrew
Holloway
�
Vehicle
Servicing
�
Servicing
� Full
Full
Vehicle
� Full
Full Vehicle
Vehicle
Servicing
Tyres
andVehicle
WheelServicing
Alignment
�
Full
Servicing
�
Full
Vehicle
Servicing
and
and
� WOF
WOF
� WOF
WOF
Floorsander
and Maintenance
Maintenance
and Maintenance
Maintenance
�
�
Full Vehicle Servicing
and
Maintenance
and
Maintenance
�
WOF
�
WOF
•
Floorsanding
• Floorsanding
and Maintenance WOF
• Polyurethaning
and
staining
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
ANDRE & WENDY
CUMISKEY
•
Polyurethaning
and
staining

ANDRE & WENDY
WENDY CUMISKEY
ANDRE & WENDY
CUMISKEY
• Tongue
and Groove repairs
ANDRE
CUMISKEY
ANDRE &
& WENDY CUMISKEY
ANDRE & WENDY
CUMISKEY
•
Tongue
and Groove
repairs
•445
Serving
Devonport
since
1995
Ph
(09)
445 4456
4456
Ph
(09)
4456
Ph
(09)
445
Ph
(09)
445
4456
•
Serving
Devonport since 1995
Ph
(09)
445
4456
Ph
(09)
445
4456
Ph
(09)
445
Please4456
phone for a free quote
Fax
445 7629
7629
Fax
445
7629
Fax (09) 445
Fax (09) 445
7629
Please
phone
a 4519
free quote
Phone
027for
285

Fax
(09)
445
7629
Fax
(09)
445
7629
Fax
(09)
445
7629
Phone
027 285 4519
ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
1A Fleet
Street,
Devonport
1A Fleet
Street,
Devonport
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE

Specialist in all
aspects of concrete.
Small diggers and Bobcat
(for tight excavation work).
For free quotes and advice
Phone Alan Michie

0274 957 505

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Plumbing, Gasfitting,
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service
Fully insured for your peace of mind

Call Mat

0800 277 566
Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

kitchens
DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL

Call our designers to bring your
ideas to life. Free consultation.
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:

96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

www.neodesign.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd
• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation

Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675

email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990
Residential Building
Architectural Draughting
Scott Peters
021 606 737
www.designandbuildnz.co.nz
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Call SteveBros.
at
Barnett
SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW
Barnett
Bros.
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

Jefferson

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW
Qualified RENOVATION
builder and &
craftsman
RESTORATION,
ALTERATIONS

Plumbing Ltd

Carpenter available now
Qualified
builder and craftsman
for door/window/sash/cord/sill
Carpenter
available now
replacements
for door/window/sash/cord/sill
All joinery repairs
replacements
Your
quality
local
All carpentry
and
associated
All
joineryservices
repairs
building
plumbing
tradesman
All carpentry
and associated
Home
for inspections
over
30 years
building
services
Bathrooms
Home inspections
All work
guaranteed
Bathrooms
Ph. (021)
731 646

Scott
Barnett
021 188 7189
AllPh.
work
(09)guaranteed
445practitioner
3764
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
Licensed
building
Scott
Barnett
021 188 7189
email:
sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Barnett
Call SteveBros.
at
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

SPECIALISING
IN VILLA/BUNGALOW
Jefferson
RESTORATION,
RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS
Plumbing
Ltd

QualifiedYour
builderquality
and craftlocal
sman
plumbing tradesman
Carpenter
availabl30e now
for over
years
for door/wi
ndow/sash/cord/si
Ph. (021)
731 646 l
Ph. (09) 445 3764
replacements
All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated
building services
Home inspections &
PLUMBING
GAS-FITTING
Bathrooms
NEW INSTALLATIONS
email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

HOT WATER SYSTEMS
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT

All work guaranteed
GRANT 027-459-3880
021-934-898
ScottMIKE
Barnett
021 188 7189

s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
Want more business locally?

Advertise locally!

Reach your Devonport Peninsula
customers cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates.

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Walks and swims inspire art and fundraising

Dab hands create magic… Bayswater friends Paddy Stafford-Bush (left) and Andi Merkens like to recycle
materials, such as timber and paints, for collaborative mixed-media artworks
Stafford-Bush describes Merkens as a teacher
and art mentor who has encouraged her to try
new things.
Because they were catching up daily on their
walks, one thing led to another and they started
collaborating on mixed-media works.
Stafford-Bush says it seemed natural to
want to share the fun they were having and the
pleasure they got out of their work with others,
as well as doing some good in the community.
Stafford-Bush was inspired by helping Devonport Rotary with its biennial Fine Homes
Tour, to team up with its primary sponsor,
Bayleys.
She felt the scale and composition of their
series of collaborative works, with the theme of
“art in a vase”, would work well in Devonport
houses.
Together with Lynda Betts from Bayleys,

the friends are organising a charity auction,
raising funds for Make-a-Wish, which grants
life-changing wishes for children with critical
illnesses.
Nine of their large mixed-media works – that
blend Merkens’ tropical palette with Stafford-Bush’s expressionistic style – are for sale,
as well as a number of prints.
The pair say they have tried doing similar
work on their own, but the magic happens when
they collaborate.
Make-a-Wish charity auction: Friday
3 April, 5-7pm at Bayleys Devonport office,
83 Victoria Rd.

Shakespeare’s Will

What’s On

Art projects have blossomed from daily walks
and swims around Bayswater for two long-time
friends whose combined works will soon be
auctioned for charity.
Andi Merkens and Paddy Stafford-Bush have
known each other since they were Takarunga
Playcentre mothers in the 1980s.
“The playcentre kids were using paint and
we weren’t allowed to. Now we can do all the
things we were not allowed to all those years
ago,” Merkens says.
Merkens worked in advertising after studying graphics and design at AUT, then turned
to painting when she and her family moved to
Rarotonga in the Cook Islands for five years.
Stafford-Bush is self-taught, originally inspired by her travels to paint.
The pair have lived near each other in Bayswater for the past 16 years.

25-28 March
A look through the eyes & heart
of Anne Hathaway – the woman
Shakespeare left behind.

Greedy cat
by Joy cowley

ST PATRICK’S DAY
17 March ALL DAY from 11AM

IRISH BAND LIVE

Guinness on tap, giveaways etc.

2 FOR 1 NITE!
Wednesdays from 5pm
Purchase any main meal
and get another free!

4-25 April
NZ’s most famous cat appears
live on stage in a delightful,
funny and furry show.

creative Talks:
Tanya M. Wheeler

10 April
Theatre & screen writer, Tanya
M. Wheeler shares her passion
with us. Free entry.

14 Victoria Road
Devonport

Ph 445 3010

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz
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Photos snapped up for show
Former Takapuna Grammar School student
Lauren Bremner has had her work selected for
the New Zealand Qualification Authority’s Top
Art annual touring exhibition.
The exhibition will feature Bremner’s abstract photography among a selection of last
year’s NCEA level-three art portfolios that
achieved excellence.
Eighteen-year-old Bremner says she was surprised to be selected as her work wasn’t “conventional”. Her photography aims to explore
macrocosms and microcosms of the universe.
“The existence of life itself inspired me to
look into how earth slots into the universe,”
she says. “My work was experimental, and I
wanted it to be open for interpretation.”
Her images incorporated repeating circle
shapes and used limited colouring and cropping.
Bremner is now pursuing a Bachelor of Design with honours in photography at Massey
University in Wellington.

Peninsula - a warm and nostalgic
New Zealand play looking at
growing up in our rural
communities 50 years ago.
Ten-year-old Michael Hope lives on a
volcano, – but while geological rumblings stay
deep underground, unrest in the adult world
threatens to erupt into his life, changing
everything.
Set on the South Island’’’s Banks Peninsula
in the 1960s, Peninsula is a warmly nostalgic,
bittersweet coming-of-age tale.
When the play premiered at the Christchurch
Arts Festival in 2005, The Press reviewer Alan
Scott rated it highly: ““A play of impressive
and unusual quality, set on our own doorstep,
evoking a Banks Peninsula childhood of 40
years ago…. Like all good theatre, it transcends
its specific time and location to give us an
insight into the universal human heart”.”
Season extends 21 March to 4 April.
Go to iticket.co.nz, search ‘Peninsula’,
and book your tickets. Bookings are
not available at The Rose Centre.
Limited door sales available at each
performance.

NEIGHBOURS DAY EVENT
SUNDAY APRIL 5
From 1pm, free fun,
shows and activities
Check our event on Facebook
@therosecentre
P 09 445 9900
E info@rosecentre.co.nz

F @RoseCentre | W rosecentre.co.nz

Unconventional... Some of Lauren Bremner’s photography
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Devonport dogs, tunnels and landscapes
drawn into medieval adventure tales
Devonport’s landscape and its dogs
infuse the epic tales penned by a local
author and illustrator.
While Devonport doesn’t feature in
David Bell’s self-published medieval-adventure trilogy – The Dog Army, The
Dog Hunters and The Dog Assassins –
its stone walls, tunnels and landscapes,
photographed on walks with dog Dexter,
form the basis of some of his illustrations.
Plus there’s the Bohemian vibe.
“The background atmosphere of Devonport is conducive to being creative,”
Bell says.
Now working on a fourth novel, Bell is
philosophical about popularity.
“If they take off and start making money, that’s nice. But if not, I’ve had my fun.”
Bell trained in graphic design at Liverpool Art School, then moved to London
to work as an art director in advertising.
He first took up writing when he was
laid off from an ad agency in 1992.
Bell intended to do some pen-and-ink
illustrations for a children’s book, with
minimal words.
However, he soon found himself writing
a 300-page tome about court politics in
medieval times.
“That was quite a revelation, because I
never regarded myself as being a writer.
It took on a life of its own.”
Bell then got “side-tracked” for almost
two decades, moving to New Zealand
in 1998 and helping set up Auckland’s
Media Design School, and teaching there
for a decade. Bell still teaches part-time at
the school and does freelance advertising
work.
However, a downturn in agency work
after the Global Financial Crisis gave him
the chance to get back to his own writing
and illustrating project.
The trilogy is inspired by a Welsh legend and features a young prince and his
wolfhound.
Another inspiration is the idea the Chinese used to breed dogs to look like other
animals, such as penguins.
Now Bell is exhibiting some of the
drawings at The Depot Artspace, as part
of an upcoming Four Walls (Tara Wha)
exhibition, from 21 March to 8 April, together with the work of three other artists.
He will also be at The Depot on two
Sundays, 22 and 29 March, drawing and
talking to visitors about his work.

Turn up for the books… David Bell, pictured with dog Dexter,
has turned his hand to illustrations and writing

NEW MOVIES

Military Wives (M) 112 min
The Lighthouse (R16) 110 min
Colour Out of Space (R16) 111 min
The Map to Paradise (PG) 95 min
The Humorist (M) 105 min
Queen and Slim (TBA)
Mulan (TBA)
The Personal History of David Copperfield (PG) 120 min
ADVANCE SCREENINGS
The Personal History of David Copperfield (PG) 120 min
Mulan – Red Carpet Event with combo specials

RELEASE

12 MAR
12 MAR
13-14 MAR
17 MAR
19 MAR
19 MAR
26 MAR
26 MAR

20-22 MAR
WED 25 MAR

LIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS

TUE 17

THE MAP TO PARADISE – 8.00PM

WED 18

STRANGE INVADERS (1983) – 8:30PM

MAR
MAR

SAT 21

MAR

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE

FREE VENUE HIRE*
Birthday parties, Private
functions, Catering optional
*minimum spend applies

An adventure-filled and spectacularly gorgeous tale about
the birth of the global movement to protect the sea.
Special screening + director Q&A!
The original 1983 tribute to the science fiction/alien invasion
films of the 1950s, STRANGE INVADERS will screen as part
of The Vic Fun Flashbacks presented by Mid Life Movie Crisis.

ISAIAH B BRUNT FEAT. ITTY KITTY
& BLUE SEA RISING – 8:30PM

The Isaiah B Brunt show kicks off in 2020 with a stunning
new-look outfit! Joining Isaiah is Catherine Golden,
and Kat(itty Kitty) O’Connor.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz
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Chilled vibe as Sonic offers
A nostalgic look at 1960's New Zealand

Mellow... Holly Afoa plays her soul-inspired RnB set
Around 150 people enjoyed a great atmos- shone on the evening concert organised by
phere at the first Sonic music festival in Wind- the Devonport Youth Forum, showcasing
sor Reserve on 6 March. Sun, then moon, the talents of experienced young musicians.

Written by Gary Henderson
Directed by Kristof Haines
Tickets $27 | Concessions $22
plus booking fees

Book at www.iticket.co.nz
or phone (09) 361 1000

21 March 4 April 2020
The Rose Centre
Wed-Sat at 8pm
Sundays at 2pm

Gretel’s crew... (from left) Tane Cullen, Louis Simpson, Gretel Donnelly
and Ryan Brand
PHOTOS: KEELEY WATSON
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youth entertainment in Windsor Reserve

Star quality... Gretel Donnelly
performs her own songs

Stall-holders... TGS students Libby Easterbrook (left) and
Catherine Fairbain selling sweet treats
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ACCOMMODATION.

ACCOMMODATION.

SERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES OFFERED

TUITION

2 bedroom Bayswater home
for Rent. Very Warm, 5 mins
walk to Ferry. Available
for long term rent. $580pw
Pets Negotiable. Email carolyn@carolynharper.co.nz
Accommodation. 3 bdrm
modern home overlooking
Ngataringa bay. 3 bathrooms,
courtyard and deck.
4-24 April. Kirsty 021 273 1195.
Anne Street- 2 bedroom
apartment. Short term rental
- 18 April - 30 September
2020. Totally refurbished
accommodation, fully furnished
including white wear, beds &
linen. Full kitchen, two story,
separate entrance, quiet and
private. Suit single or business
couple. Non smokers only apply.
Power and water included. See
more details on website: https://
www.duckinn.co.nz/. $750 per
week. Ph Craig 027 299 2172.

Holiday Accommodation,
Bayswater. Norwood studio. Private, well presented.
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation
Cheltenham, absolute
beachfront. One double
and two singles, shady setting, everything supplied.
Ph 027 425 3008.
London-Devonport house
swap December 2020/January
2021: We’re seeking to swap
our newly renovated Devonport home (3 bdrm, 2 bthrm,
large living) and vehicle for a
home/vehicle in London for the
whole of December and January.
Please call Annie on 021 626
632 for more information.
Stunning Cheltenham Beach
Cottage, metres from the beach.
Available for short or long-term
holiday accommodation. Beautifully refurbished, one bedroom, self-contained cottage
with a private garden. Phone
Rebekah 027 694 3933 or email
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

Amazing home cleaning including windows. 15
years’ experience. References available, phone
027 492 6220.
Bathroom transformations.
High quality experienced tradesmen equals a high quality job.
Call Duane on 027 488 5578.
Concrete-laying specialist.
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom,
Exposed and trowel finishes.
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt
022 102 5700.
Custom-Made Lampshades
An easy & effective way to update your interior decor! 20yrs+
local known business serving
commercial & residential customers, specialising in new creations or reviving old favourites
& vintage. Free quote & design
advice. Contact: Claire, Oscuro
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,
oscurolampshades@gmail.com,
www.oscuro.co.nz
D e v o n p o r t u p h o l s t e r y.
Recover specialist. Antiques
and contemporary styles.
Recycling furniture for 36 years.
John Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.
Devonport Window Repairs.
Sash and casement windows,
wooden doors. Rotten sills and
window components repaired
or replaced. General carpentry.
For your local window specialist. Phone Hubert Strang 446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Gardening help? Call the
WEEDS & WORMS team.
Local, experienced, efficient, reliable. Free quotes.
Jeni 021 951 153 or Kirstan
021 540 226.
Gardener Available Qualified and experienced landscape designer. Enjoys getting
his hands dirty. Good plant
knowledge. Hard-working,
reliable and creative with
plantings. Contact Paddy
022 502 2122 or 446 6188,
paddyvogt@gmail.com

Gardening. Do you need regular
help? No time for a tidy-up? Let
me help. Experienced gardener.
Ph Carolyn on 446 6517 or
027 292 8167 for a free on-site
consultation.
Gutter Guards / Gutter Cleaning LeafScreen Gutter Protection, Competitive Rates, Flagstaff discount. info@leafscreen.
co.nz, 0800 LEAFLESS (53
23 53)
Handyman. Mature professional in Devonport, Bayswater
area. Repairs, painting, those
jobs you just don’t have time
to do. Free quote. References.
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, alterations, and sketch designs.
30 years’ experience in heritage
area. First hour’s consultation
free. Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home cleaning, including windows. Experienced. References. Phone
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

Rotten wooden joinery etc repaired by craftsmen builders using marine glues and fillers and
treated timber. Call Duane on
027 488 5478.
Section services. Trees:
pruned, removed. Hedges:
trimmed, reduced. Section clean-ups. Ph Dom
027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local Concrete layer. Small job specialist.
Exposed, broom and trowel
finishes. Call Ben Shadbolt on
022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after
Devonport to Hauraki Corner.
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag,
0800 2684 824.

Learn the bagpipes! Beginners of all ages welcome. Contact Lewis at
lewismacd@gmail.com or
021 182 0566.
Mathematics Tuition Available for years 9 to 13 by a retired
maths teacher. Phone Graeme
445 8575.
NCEA Maths Exam specialist. 100% Student pass rate in
2018 for all my level 1 and
3 students. Please ph Peter
021 0817 5037.
Piano Lessons. Piano &
music theory tuition from
classically
trained
pianist. Devonport-based and
can travel to your home.
Ph 021 079 0005 or email
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Piano Tuition Children from
5, adults of all ages and ability. Experienced teacher of 30
years. Preparation for exams
and competitions. Call Kay
Troup - 021 299 8968..ITION
Primary Tutor Maths, English, Health & Wellbeing
and Drama for 5-11-year-olds.
School prep also available. Visit
www.gschuwertutoring.com for
further details. 027 410 6871
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com
Sewing Classes Learn the sewing essentials through working on fun, creative projects.
Classes to suit a range of ages
and abilities. Get in touch:
hello@exhibit12.com or contact
Katie 021 124 2589.
SLSS Swim School, 11
Evan Street, Belmont (off
Eversleigh Road). Specialists in preschoolers. Phone
486 6728 for more info.
Vocal Coach Jenn Shelton, offering singing
lessons to all ages and
abilities. Hauraki based.
jenn.shelton@gmail.com

Belmont Self-contained
furnished 1-room studio w/
cooking facilities. Laundry and
garden shared w/3 other. Seeking easy going self-sufficient
person who enjoys simple life.
$380 p.w. Contact Jennifer 021
145 9042 or jenniferh999@
gmail.com.
Cheltenham Beach Studio.
Stunning studio with new fitout only metres from the beach.
Available for short or longterm holiday accommodation.
Self-contained with separate
access and private garden. WiFi included. Phone Mike
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full
bath, fully furnished Devonport house on Achilles Reserve
near Narrow Neck. More information go to www.devonporttuihouse.weebly.com or
www.sabbaticalhomes.com.
Devonport - Self-contained
one double bedroom fully furnished and equipped private
accommodation in shared
family home. Suit single
person or couple. Handy to
Devonport amenities/buses and
ferry service. Email Colin via
balgray@xtra.co.nz
Devonport Tudor Villa loft,
all-round sea views. Furnished,
serviced, sunny garden and
verandah. Suits overseas visitors or longer term negotiable.
Available now through mid-Dec
027 545 3060.

FOR RENT
Carport budget rental. Suit
camper or boat in Spring St.
Tel: 445 2978.
Office / Creative Studio to
rent. 163 Lake Road, Belmont.
Contact: hello@threadroom.
co.nz
REST HOMES
Ascot House Retirement
Home, quality care with dignity
in a friendly, family atmosphere.
Phone Shona, 445 2518.
Palm Grove Rest Home: A
non-institutional style home
providing compassionate,
holistic care. Soul food and good
people. Call Sharon ByronMcKay: 445 0009.
SERVICES OFFERED

TUITION

Adult beginners music:
Cello, piano, theory. Especially
tailored. harmonymusic@
hotmail.co.nz or Anne:
021 0306 436.
Art Classes Devonport
H o u s e / P e t S i t t e r. M a - Community House: Friday
ture woman. Very experi- morning, mastering art. Ph:
enced. References & Po- Lucy Bucknall - 09 446 0389.
lice check. Please Contact:
Bonjour! Visiting France? A
021 071 6988.
French student? Or a devout
Jones electrical. Domestic Francophile? French tutoring and commercial electrician. one-on-one or group sessions.
Great rates, quick service. $40 per hour per person. Call
020 4154 5904.
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Let me mow your lawns and
trim your hedges. I live locally. Guitar lessons. Private tuition
Phone Chris from Lifestyle in Bayswater, near the school,
Plus on 09-488-7279 or 027- by experienced professional
245-6264. Or you can email musician. Learn in a recording
me on chris@lifestyleplusltd. studio atmosphere. All ages, all
levels. Phone: 022 309 2272.
nz. References available.
Locksmith, Devonport’s Learn piano/keyboard.
own Scott Richardson. Lessons from $19.00.
Private, Professional,
Mob 021 976 607.
Affordable, Enjoyment
mint. HOME CLEANING for all ages. Competitions,
Your local cleaning couple Practical, Theory Exams.
is ready to deliver our 5-star NZ Modern School of Music
shine to your home. For weekly 0800-696-874.TUITION
cleaning, Spring, Moving or
Open-Home cleans, and a FREE
quote, call Pat 09 415 0028.

A1 Handyman Excellent work,
budget. No job too big or small.
Josh: 021 261 8322.
A1 Home cleaners Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful workers. All equipment supplied.
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on
022 073 1550.

REAL ESTATE

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

Licensed Agent, REAA

COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORT

Devonport 10 Victoria Road
For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty (unless sold prior)
4pm, Tue 21 Apr 2020
29 Northcroft Street, Takapuna
View by appointment
Michael Nees 021 182 3085 michael.nees@bayleys.co.nz
Adam Curtis 021 720 997 adam.curtis@bayleys.co.nz
Adam Watton 027 299 6643 adam.watton@bayleys.co.nz
COMMERCIAL NORTH SHORE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Devonport icon
•
•
•
•
•

Quintessential trophy asset
Diversified income stream
Returning a net rental of $294,488pa + GST
Painstakingly refurbished to an award winning standard
This property has only transacted twice in 82 years, this is a once-in alifetime opportunity!

bayleys.co.nz/1503233
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Professional Services

Devonport’s
Locksmith

RECOVER YOUR

LOUNGE SUITE

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

• New keys for
existing locks
• Lock repairs
• Installation

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

• Lock Hardware
Contact Scott on
IGNITE
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY
TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND

Assessment of Environmental Effects
03.07.2018

AWARD FURNITURE
Phone COLIN
on 480 PROOF
5864
A6 POSTCARD

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote

021 976 607
445 3064

• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning

72 Lake Road, Devonport

bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Ovlov Marine Ltd

.

Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ
Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)





Job
Number: 179763




Real Estate Sales
Fixed Commission!!

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

horejobs
shorejobs













• There are NO up-front fees

• Extensive marketing coverage. Full signage, colour flyers - all included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST


Which can save you thousands!!

• Personal service, you sell with the Agent you list with

• Joe Martin is an experienced agent, who has been selling


on the North Shore since 1995 including
10 years of


running his own successful company - Devonport Realty Ltd

$15,000 plus GST
Includes Advertising!
19 Years Selling Locally

www.sellingsimply.co.nz
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Mobile : 0274 326 731





• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

Selling Simply
www.sellingsimply.co.nz


Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

shorejobs
Joe Martin

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven

0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

Parking out front in loading zone

Ph (09) 377 4285 www.ovlov.co.nz
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Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore.

 to selling your
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We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.

o further
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job needs.
We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!








Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?
The sure choice
for
all Shore
Look
no further
– ShoreJobsjobs!
for all your job needs.

__________________________________________
Please give me a call if you may be interested.
Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Shore
Jobs
the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore.
Shore Jobs
is the
newissite
for all your
job
needs
on
the
We might be new,
but all the jobs that are currently available are here.
North
Shore.
We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!
new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?
We might beLooking
new, butfor
allathe
jobs that are currently
Lookavailno further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.
able are here. We have employers from North Head to
North Albany and everywhere
in between. Looking for a new
opportunity?

Need to advertise a position?
Look no further – ShoreJobs
for all your job needs.

FindFind
us at
us at

shorejobs.co.nz
shorejobs.co.nz

Find us at

shorejobs.co.nz

The Devonport Flagstaff Page 44

March 13, 2020

Takapuna
SCHOOL NEWS

Grammar
MAR 13, 2020

Athletics Day 2020

Takapuna Grammar School’s 2020 Athletics Day brought together
students from all five houses for a day of competitive sports in
the sun.
PHOTOS: SASHA BREMNER

A stunning array of purple, red, blue, yellow
and green filled Takapuna Grammar School’s field
on Tuesday 25 March.
The Year 9s, 10s and 11s were taking part in
the annual House Athletics Day. Many different
opportunities to win house points were offered,
including quoits, long jump, shooting hoops,
frisbee-throwing, and gumboot-throwing.

Every House Athletics Day is always a great
opportunity to boost house spirit, and this year
was no exception. The juniors and Year 11s spent
the morning fiercely competing for house points,
but to finish off the day, there were some fun
house relays. Students from all year levels
participate in these, so the entire school watched
in anticipation, cheering on their runners.

There was definitely some close competition
between the houses, but ultimately the results
were as follows: Ihi house in first place, Kaha
house in second place and Mana house in third
place. Congratulations to all of the students in
Ihi house, and to everyone who took part in
Athletics Day.
BY CHARLOTTE GOBBIE
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Takapuna Grammar School success
at Head of Harbour Regatta
Takapuna Grammar School
rowers scored success at this year’s
Head of Harbour Regatta, held at
Lake Pupuke last month.
The regatta, involving 31
schools and 854 athletes, brought
together Auckland’s top rowers for
a total of 108 races.
It was a great effort from our
rowers, with Takapuna Grammar
School achieving 15 podium
finishes, winning 52 medals,
taking the title of 2020 Auckland
Champions and being crowned
overall Head of Harbour winners.

Stanley Alderson and Ella
Grant took home the Auckland
Championship Winners Trophy.

Swimming Sports
makes a splash

On Tuesday 25 February, Takapuna Grammar
School held its annual Swimming Sports
competition. From periods one to four,
competitive swimming took place, with top
swimmers from all years vying for success.
The following people qualified for the North
Harbour Swimming Zone Day on March 17:
Allegra Bouwer, Elliot Collinge Moore, Isla
Forrest, Charlotte Foster, Rocco Gillies, Rea
Kearns, Lara Link, Kate McMillian, Ben Milne,
Jodie Nash, Allen Shen, Nia Shipkov, Keegan
Smith, Ruben Vogel and Toby Webb.
The pool was cold, but between races, the
sun worked overtime to heat up the day. After
the competitive swimming wrapped up, the
entire junior cohort headed to the pool area for
the house relays. It was a lot of fun, with a
variety of events, including running races in the
pool and freestyle relays.
In the end there always has to be a winner.
In this case, however, there were two: the
house competition ended in a tie between Ihi
and Maia.
BY ZACH NIGH
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Looking back – 20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
• A stop-work notice is issued on a controversial renovation of a historic home at 12
Rata Rd. The house was lowered by half
a metre – work outside that approved in
the original resource consent.
• Passion for New Zealand’s America’s Cup
campaign prompts Devonport resident
Mary Shanahan to make 45 pairs of “Mary
made” red socks. The socks are on show
along with a New Zealand flag at her
Church St house.
• A Red Sock Day is held at Belmont Intermediate School, with a giant sock marked
out on the basketball courts.
• America’s Cup supporters’ signs are on
show in many shops.
• The 2000 Devonport Arts Festival kicks
off with artist Eliza Sagar winning $5000
for her painting of Cathedral Cove.
• Free access to the HMS Endeavour replica is granted after a PR botch-up. More
than 800 visit the ship for free after the
Endeavour Foundation cancelled the final
day of public viewing, hiring it out to a
film crew instead. Organisers allow free
entry for a morning.
• Skateboarders are banned by Hauraki
and Belmont Primary Schools and Takapuna Grammar. Boarders were using the
schools’ grounds, as work on the Ngataringa Skateboard Park has been delayed.
• Weber Brothers Circus is coming to town.
• The Depot’s Stuart McEwen and Linda
Blincko, together with Rikki Morris and
Debbie Harwood at The Bus recording
studio, are profiled in the Flagstaff interview.
• A three-bedroom villa in Mozeley Ave is
on the market for $435,000. A six-bedroom house on Victoria Rd is for sale for
$500,000.

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your
appointment now

445 0097

info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

Flagstaff interview... Stuart McEwen and Linda Blincko
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Hunter makes NZ touch-rugby team

Takapuna Grammar School student
Hunter Rice has been selected for the New
Zealand under-16 boys touch team.
Hunter, 15, will represent New Zealand on
the Gold Coast in Australia at a Trans-Tasman touch competition in September.
Hunter, who has been playing touch for
nine years, is excited at the opportunity to
play the sport in another country, and to
work with experienced coaches and mentors.“This was a big goal for me.”
He says his parents, Dean and Jackie,
and coach Mike Lindsey have been his

biggest supporters.
As a North Harbour representative he is
constantly comparing himself to other good
players from strong touch areas, such as
Counties Manukau.
“There’s more to touch than just passing
the ball,” he says. “It’s about working as
a team.”
Though the local touch-rugby season
has ended, Hunter will continue training
for touch while playing rugby through the
winter in his third year in the Takapuna
Grammar first XV.

Touch and go... Hunter Rice (15) is off to the Gold Coast with the
national under-16 touch team in September

Clear View
Web Design
• Excellent
customer service
• In business
for 12+ years
• Local provider
• Cutting-edge
website design
• App and software development

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz
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1135
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BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Clifftop | Panoramic View | Water Access

Sharply priced by motivated vendor.
Absolute waterfront position, breath taking harbour
panoramas and views to the America’s Cup base.
Set on a 1189sqm (approx) section. 293sqm five
bedroom family home.

VIEW | SUN 1 - 1.45 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | $2.550M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60580
PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188 | 445 3414

DEVONPORT | 15A ASCOT AVENUE | A Contemporary Sanctuary

Rarely does a two bedroom, two bathroom property
of this nature come to the market positioned for sun
and enjoying a quiet, serene environment. Boasting
attention to detail at every turn and beautifully
considered for easy modern day living, this unique
property presents a special opportunity in the heart of
desirable Narrow Neck. Summer starts here!

VIEW | SAT/SUN 1.15 - 2 PM
OR BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60588
KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

TAKAPUNA | 7 RARERE ROAD | World Class Beachfront

Absolutely rare 1,480 sqm beachfront landscaped site
with stunning, timeless yet contemporary masonry
493sqm Simon Carnahan sleek architecturally designed
home. Elevated and private offering exceptional
luxurious lifestyle open plan living, 5 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, lift, 3 car garaging, workshop, boat storage
and direct boat access onto the sand.

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9862
JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

TAKAPUNA | 5 EWEN STREET | Renovated to Perfection

Much admired over the years oozing with huge
street appeal, this classic 1932 character Kauri
weatherboard family home has been transformed into
a perfect, quality modern dream property ready for
you. Positioned perfectly in Takapuna close to Beach.
Featuring an outdoor fireplace and heated pool.

VIEW | SAT/SUN 12-12.40PM & WED 7-7.30PM
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 24 MARCH 2020
AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9941
JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

p re m i um.co.n z | Fin e Homes | Fin e A pa rt m e n t s | Fin e L if e s t y le s
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