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Twins take the lead as
TGS prefects... p3

Coronavirus pandemic
local wrap-up... p4-10

Interview: Clock collector
Dennis Dowie... p20

Devonport will be home to one of north
Auckland’s first Covid-19 community testing
stations.
Waitemata DHB approached Anne St Medical about setting up a testing station, primarily

because of Devonport’s large elderly population, practice manager Dale Te Iwimate says.
The medical centre is applying for an urgent
consent for a portable building to house the
station.

The DHB will first open testing facilities in
in Wellsford and Warkworth, but Devonport’s
would be next to open, she says.

Devonport getting one of first Covid-19 testing stations

To page 2

Sweet melting moment amid the fun of the fair

Candy flossies... Nina Heln (left) and Olive Watkin (both 5) at Devonport Primary School’s Fair on
the Hill, held on March 14. Photo: Keeley Watson. More photos, pages 32-33.

Dream Clifftop
Apartment
4/118 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

Gary Potter
021 953 021
Glenice Taylor
021 943 021

Final Viewings – Auction on-site
Sat 4th April, 12pm
LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008
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New uses explored
for heritage building

09 445 9800

Alternative uses for the historic Takapuna
Boating Club building at Bayswater are being
investigated by Auckland Council.
The building, once one of the most prominent
and best-used public facilities on the North
Shore, has gradually fallen into disuse and
disrepair.
When constructed, it was only allowed to be
built on its waterfront site subject to an act of
parliament, restricting its use. The act says the
property must be used for community purposes,
such as boating or public swimming.
Takapuna Boating Club, which moved its
headquarters to Takapuna Beach in the 1970s,
has wanted to sell or lease the building, and
been in negotiations with the Auckland Council
legal department hoping to get the legisaltion
amended.

The building and land cannot be used for
private gain, such as through a lease arrangement
with a commercial party, an Auckland Council
spokesperson said.
“The Takapuna Boating Club has recently
requested council look to amend the act, to allow
a lease arrangement to go ahead. Currently,
such an arrangement would be a direct breach
of the act.”
Council is legally required to identify
alternative options before promoting changes
to an act, and also consult with local boards,
the public and iwi.
“Full assessments of alternative options,
deemed reasonably practical, are currently being
worked through. Once complete, findings will be
presented to the governance committee for their
consideration,” the spokesman said.

from page 1

Virus-testing station planned for village
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The station is to be run by nurses and technicians, who would take throat swabs only, with
the aim of taking pressure off general practices,
as Covid-19 becomes more widespread.
The stations will also allow people to get
tested near their homes, reducing travel and
helping contain the disease.
The Anne St practice hopes to have a station
set up within six weeks.
It could be sited in Anne St, or in front of the
new Devonport Health Centre, which is being
built in the former BNZ building on Victoria
Rd, or elsewhere in the village.
Meanwhile, the three Omnihealth practices
in Devonport – Anne St Medical, Devonport
Medical and Dr Erica Lauder’s practice – plan
to offer the option of phone and video consultations.
These could be for regular health matters,
when people are reluctant or unable to visit
the practice.
General advice is to stay safe by staying away
from gatherings and using social distancing –
trying to stay more than a metre from others

and keeping any closer contact to fewer than
15 minutes, if possible.
The practices started Covid-19 testing last
week, but advise people to call ahead or phone
Healthline’s coronavirus team on 0800 358
5453 for advice, if they are worried they may
have symptoms.
Devonport Family Medicine’s Monique
Nyemecz said it was early days and the practice
would communicate directly with patients,
rather than through the Flagstaff.

3 Victoria Rd:
empty for 627 days

The old Devonport Borough Council
Building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant
on 9 July 2018.
It has now been unoccupied for 627
days. Auckland Council development
arm Panuku is working through the
future options for the building.

LOOKING FOR A NEW INTEREST?

LEARN TO PLAY BRIDGE
THE BEST CARD GAME
IN THE WORLD!
AND ANY AGE CAN PLAY!

BEGINNERS COURSE Starts Tuesday 28 April
Phone Heather 021 028 34811 or email nshorebridge@gmail.com
NORTH SHORE BRIDGE CLUB
39 Killarney Street, Takapuna • www.nsbc.org.nz
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Nice one, bro! Twins lead the way at TGS

Six of the best... (From left) Julian Lampen, Sebastian Lampen, Mac Dalzell, Will Dalzell, Daniel Perkins
and Dominic Perkins are all prefects at Takapuna Grammar School
Takapuna Grammar School students and
staff can be forgiven for seeing double when
engaging with this year’s prefects.
Three sets of 17-year-old twins are among
the school’s 44 prefects for 2020.
Another three sets of twins are to be found
among the school’s other year-13 students.
The Lampen twins, Julian and Sebastian,
from Devonport, say they were surprised to
both become prefects.
Julian says, “Being a twin is pretty crazy,
especially when your twin is a prefect as well.
But Sebastian always reminds me when we
have team meetings.”

Next year, Julian plans to study within the
field of science and maths, while Sebastian is
set on studying urban planning at the University
of Auckland.
Daniel and Dominic Perkins, of Narrow
Neck, don’t know what they would do without
each other.
“My twin is my best friend and I always have
someone to trust and rely on,” says Daniel.
Dominic adds, “Our personalities complement each other very well, which creates a
really great leadership dynamic for the whole
team.”
Both Daniel and Dominic want to study

This edition of the Devonport Flagstaff was
going to print as the government announced a
stage-four Covid-19 lockdown from Wednesday
25 March.
At that time, all our news and advertisements
were correct. We apologise for any information that has subsequently become incorrect
or outdated.
We had a free guide planned for restaurants
and other businesses that were offering home
deliveries. We have put this on hold as these

have been deemed non-essential services and
will be shutting down for four weeks.
News is an essential service so the Flagstaff
will be attempting to continue. This edition has
been printed and is available online. However,
the next two editions may be online only, with
a limited print run over the next month.
If the situation changes regarding restaurants
and other companies, we encourage readers to
use local services as a priority. Our website is
www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz.

STOP
PRESS
and disclaimer

biology at university.
Will Dalzell, who is also a deputy head boy,
and his twin Mac, live in Northcote.
Mac says, “Being a twin is pretty cool and
its nice to have someone to always help and
support you. Because we are both prefects, we
can work together.”
Mac plans to study physiotherapy while Will
aims to do a law degree.

“Carefully loving
your little angel as
they learn and grow”
0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna
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The economic crisis sparked by the Covid-19 virus has swept the world.
The Flagstaff spoke to two local businesses to see how they are coping.

Books still a safe harbour in a crisis… Terrie Gray of Paradox Books
Devonport residents wanting to stock up
in preparation for the coronavirus crisis has
led to a spike in book sales.
Last weekend, local bookstore Paradox
Books had a growing number of new
customers.
Following the closure of Devonport
Library, the independent bookstore more
than doubled its usual takings.
“We had an amazing weekend of sales
and we weren’t expecting that at all,” said
store owner Terrie Gray.

Paradox Books are also offering free
deliveries from Hauraki Corner down to
Devonport. They have already made a few
deliveries and are expecting more to come.
In February, Gray celebrated two years
of “heartening” business from locals and
tourists. Most of the profit was used to
purchase more books for the store.
“Many people in Devonport have always
had a love for reading,” she said.
However, local book clubs are now not
convening because of the Covid-19 pan-

demic. “Dozens of book clubs are deciding
not to meet but that doesn’t mean people
will stop reading,” said Gray.
At the end of this month, Paradox Books
plans to have a stocktake sale.
There hasn’t been any panic-buying of
novels but definitely a substantial increase
in customers looking for a good read, said
Gray.
Paradox Books will be open from 9.30am
until 5.00pm from Monday to Saturday and
on Sunday from 10.00am to 4.00pm.

Time for community common sense
and economic compassion

If there was ever a time to be locally
focused that time is now.
Pressure is mounting on everyone: fears
of catching the Covid-19 virus, uncertainty
over… pretty much everything.
Few will be unaffected by the economic
fallout. Many will have fears over job security, others will have lost a significant amount
of their life savings in funds linked to global
stock markets and some may have loved
ones in countries struggling with the virus.
Coupled with self-isolation, social distancing
and winter, depression is a concern.
Personally, this is what I’m doing:
• Identifying a close group of friends I
will continue to see. Mostly for walks to get
outside and make the most of Devonport’s
natural environment.
• Being more vigiliant about how my

neighbours are doing.
• Trying to spend as much money as I can
locally.
• Rationing my intake of news on the virus.
I’ve got a couple of 500-plus page books
I’ve never quite got round to reading.
• I won’t be rushing to New World to stockpile and am surprised others have. We will
not run out of food.
On a professional level, the Flagstaff will
continue to publish news on local people as
best we can (made more diffcult by the mass
cancellation of events and sports).
We will continue our watchdog role on
local authorities. We have asked Auckland
Council, for example, if it plans to advance
money to the Devonport Business Association to help fund a ‘shop local’ campaign; and
will it be offering commercial-rate relief that

landlords can pass on to tenants?
We have the Navy at our doorstep to help
if a civil emergency is declared. We are also
fortunate to live on a peninsula.
In the early 1980s, a local larrikin, Terry
Sheehan, created the Republic of Devonport
for a day, blocking entry to “foreigners” who
didn’t have a Devonport passport. It’s unlikely movement in and out of the peninsula
would ever be curtailed as a response to the
pandemic. But Terry, who died more than a
decade ago, would have been glad to know
that recollections of his “Republic” can still
raise a wry chuckle.
We had a reader call in with a delightful
‘good news’ story the other day.
Keep the news tips coming: news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz or phone 445-0060.
Rob Drent, Editor
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Restaurant feeling squeeze from pandemic
Seven months after they purchased the
thriving Manuka cafe, a Devonport couple
fear they could lose everything due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
Peter and Susan Reeves returned from
travelling the world with their two children
and decided to live in Bayswater. After
much consideration, they purchased the
central Devonport cafe seven months ago.
“We have put everything on the line,”
Peter Reeves says. “A business like this
costs a lot.”
They used their personal assets, including
their home and savings, as security, and have
worked 80-plus hours a week since to build
up the business.
Customers have included locals, visitors
from other parts of Auckland and travellers
from further afield.
Now, especially since stricter travel
restrictions were imposed, patronage has
plummeted.
Last week, passengers from six cruise
ships were booked in for meals, and all of
the vessels cancelled their Auckland visits.
The Reeves’ biggest worry is about the
future, which could include reducing hours,
laying off staff and even closing the cafe and
restaurant’s doors.
The 15 staff, who live locally, are on low

Open-air yoga

Open-air yoga classes have been
set up in response to the Covid-19
outbreak.
Yoga teacher Sharon ByronMcKay will hold the classes at
Balmain Reserve, Cheltenham every
Tuesday from 9.30-10.30am. Bring
your own mat. Payment by koha.
Check Facebook for wet-weather
cancellations.

Worried... Manuka cafe owners Peter and Susan Reeves have faced
plummeting patronage and have fears for the future of their business
wages and rely on their income to get warrants on their cars and food on the table.
Peter is extremely worried about their
welfare, and about the flow-on effect to the
entire community.
He is willing to subsidise the wage bill
with his own money, but the business,
which leases the entire corner block, is

costly to run.
The Reeves say they already train staff
to high hygiene standards, but are reinforcing that training and are also keeping the
restaurant spotlessly clean.
If necessary, they will remove some tables
to support social distancing. Manuka is offering home deliveries.

Covid-19 arrives on peninsula
A parent of a Takapuna Grammar School
student has been diagnosed with Covid-19.
“The parent did not visit the school whilst
infectious and the student was not symptomatic
while they were at school and remains well
with the family self-isolating,” TGS principal
Mary Nixon, said in a letter to parents last
Thursday.

Act Now for Finance

In these volatile times with equity and bond markets falling, it is
important for people to act quickly on any financing requirements they
may have. If you are sorting finance or refinancing, it is best to act now
and not delay things.
This is because finance may well become more difficult to source in
times of a downturn, particularly from some non-bank providers. But
also banks will likely find difficulty in sourcing wholesale funds from
offshore (which funds about 25% of their books).
Banks have fully passed on the official cash rate (OCR) cut of
0.75% on their floating rates (now averaging 4.50%). But only ANZ
has lowered its fixed rate, (the one-year) from 3.39% to 3.05%. Other
banks have not yet followed (as of last Friday) and may not, as bond
markets are selling off (higher in yield) as governments look to issue
loads of bonds to help fund the downturn. This rise in wholesale rates
will inevitably be passed on to fixed rates at some time soon.
The property market seems to be holding up well at this point with
interest and finance available. But if this crazy chaos continues for
several months activity and prices are most likely to fall.
Banks will come under pressure to help people through this crisis so
speak to us if you need help with interest-only or a repayment holiday.

The Auckland Regional Public Health Service (ARPHS) advised there was “a minimal
risk to students, staff or others at the school”.
“Takapuna Grammar has not been advised
by the ARPHS to close at this time. The latest
evidence shows that, unlike influenza, there is
a low risk that a person is able to transmit the
virus before they have symptoms,” Nixon says.

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing,
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, saves plenty.
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Movies roll on,
without
blockbusters

Devonport’s The Vic cinema is taking
a huge financial hit from Covid-19, with
eight blockbuster movies cancelled by
distributors over the next month. But it
plans to remain open.
“We are not getting the blockbusters,
but we are looking at giving the movies
we do have more breathing space,”
general manager Philipp Jaser says.
Nonetheless, the blockbusters
subsidise the art-house films and pay
the bills, he admits.
Jaser estimates revenue has already
fallen by 30 to 50 per cent.
To keep patrons safe, the staff
are disinfecting door handles and
surfaces and offering hand sanitiser
to moviegoers.
In addition, the cinema has reduced
its bookable seats by 50 per cent, so
people can sit one metre apart.

Covid-19

Community offers help to self-isolaters

The Devonport community is offering support to local residents who need to self-isolate.
Resident Jacki Fortune has set up a socialmedia group,‘Devonport Self-Isolation Support’, which last week had more than 300
members.
Fortune said she has been amazed by how
many people in the community have come
forward to offer help to deliver food and
supplies.
“Keeping people in our community healthy,
benefits us all,” she said.
Fortune especially wants elderly residents
who are more susceptible to Covid-19 to
know they can reach out to people in the
community.
“Every day you look at the newspaper and

listen to the radio – it is very unsettling for
people. Now running errands risks possible
infection.”
President of the Devonport U3A, Michael
Greig, said the club’s members, ranging in age
from 65 to 95, often spend most of their time
at home, and have limited transport options.
“The situation is still changing, and we are
taking advice from the government, but within
the community there are things happening.
Neighbours are already helping neighbours,”
said Greig.
Devonport 7 Day Pharmacy, the Fresh
Market Fruit and Veg shop, The Living
Room, Manuka Cafe, Sigdi and Glengarry
are among Devonport businesses offering
deliveries prior to the level four lockdown.

Doctors restrict surgery visits

Devonport GPs moved to limit visits to
The Royal New Zealand College of
local surgeries after directions from national Practitioners issued a series of guidelines to
medical authorities last weekend.
minimise risk.
Overseas medical waiting rooms have been
Phoning or emailing ahead for an appointidentified as areas where Covid-19 has spread. ment is the key measure widely adopted.

Cruise-ship disruption ends, eventually
Devonport ferry cancellations continued
last week, despite the government ban on
cruise ships in response to the coronavirus
pandemic.
The 6am ferry from Devonport to Auckland and the 6.15am ferry back from the city
were cancelled on Thursday 19 March, in
order to limit the impact through the morning of a cruise ship’s arrival, the Fullers 360
website said.
“Although cruise ships have been banned
from entering New Zealand waters, this
cruise ship was already in New Zealand at
the time of the Government announcement
and is still scheduled to arrive,” a travel
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alert said.
However, Devonport ferries are more
likely to run on time in the weeks ahead.
The Government has banned cruise ships
from entering New Zealand waters until
30 June.
Currently, Fullers has no plans to cut
the number of sailings in response to the
pandemic.
Daily cleaning rosters have been increased, and other safety and hygiene
measures are being introduced, including
the option for staff to wear protective gear.
Fullers encourages passengers to check
travel alerts on its website and app.

Parents start pulling
kids from schools –
but then closed anyway
Parents were removing children from
local schools as fears of a lockdown across
the nation increased on Monday.
Many students stayed at home, rather than
attending local primary schools.
Takapuna Grammar said large numbers of students were attending school,
“but some families are choosing to keep their
children at home and are letting us know,” a
spokesman said.
Schools closed from Tuesday for at least
four weeks, as the government announced
a nationwide lockdown.

Devonport HealtH Centre will be
opening on MonDay tHe 6tH of July.
The move will see Anne Street Medical, Devonport Medical
Centre and Dr. Erica Lauder merge into a world-class health
centre providing a truly modern approach to health care.
In this time of uncertainty, we’d like to extend
our support to the local community. Our message
is simple — stay safe, stay home, shop locally
and avoid any unnecessary social/community
events. The key to keeping well is regular
handwashing and social distancing (maintaining
a metre distance with others). If you are within
one metre of anyone, try to keep contact to less

than 15 minutes and wash your hands as soon
as possible.
All of our clinics remain open for business.
However, we will be introducing more telephone
and video consultations to ensure adequate social
distancing. This will help our patients receive the
care they need without unnecessary exposure to
others who are unwell.

Worried about exposure to COVID-19? Remember to stay at home and use the phone.
Call Healthline on 0800 358 5453. Do not come to the clinic unannounced.

March 27, 2020
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Panic-buying
at New World

Panic-buying at New World – Devonport’s
only supermarket – began in earnest last week,
but had slowed by Monday.
While shelves hadn’t been cleaned out, as
has occurred overseas, when the Flagstaff
visited last Thursday, certain items had taken
a hammering: pasta, baby wipes and canned
food stocks were all down. Toilet-paper
shelves seemed reasonably full.
All the tills were operating and queues were
getting deep around 3pm.
Staff – including owner-operator John
Ashton – were busily re-stocking shelves.
Extra staff have been taken on and the supermarket has cut back its hours to 8am to 9pm Queues at New World last week
to allow restocking.
Ashton said he was surprised at panicCauliflower off the menu
buying in Devonport. “There is tonnes of food
in New Zealand.” But he added: “People are
Cauliflowers, which were selling for
very frightened – people are worried about
$12.99 at New World, are now off the
being isolated and also catching the virus.”
shelves after attacks on the store on
Staff were “working around the clock seven
social media.
days a week” to supply goods to Devonport
New World owner John Ashton said
he bought the cauliflowers for $10,
residents, Ashton said.
“Aren’t we allowed to make a small
“I would like to thank everyone for their
margin?”
understanding and patience in this situation.”
He instructed his grocery manager
Foodstuffs, the New World, umbrella
not to stock any more cauliflowers after
company, has measures in place for people
the “very disappointing” reaction on
accessing supermarkets if the government
social media.
raises alert levels.
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Covid-19
cancellations

• Devonport Rotary has had to cancel
one of its major fundraisers, an 8
April pre-release showing of the new
James Bond movie No Time to Die.
The distributor is postponing all
major releases until later in the year
in light of the Covid-19 pandemic,
organiser Colin Cannon says.
“We were pleased to get a pre-release
before general release, and it would
have generated a lot of interest and
been a good fundraiser, but these
things happen and you have to
respond accordingly,” he says.
• A Devonport Rotary trip to Vanuatu to
help install the old Windsor Reserve
playground has also been put on
hold, as has a Rotary trip to see
TV3’s The Project, with MediaWorks
cancelling live-audience shows.
• Atarau, a two-day art, light and
sound event scheduled last weekend
at Maungauika was cancelled.
Auckland-based event organisers
Social Ritual made the decision as a
precautionary measure to reduce risk
of the spread of Covid-19. The event
was expected to attract around 1500
people over the two days.
• Belmont Park Racquets Club
cancelled a black-tie dinner at
McHugh’s last Saturday. To support
the restaurant, it chose not to seek a
refund, and hopes to hold the event
at a later date.
• A Tūpuna Maunga Authority
consultation meeting scheduled
for last Saturday on Maungauika,
about the authority’s new operational
plan for Auckland mountains,
was cancelled due to concerns
surrounding the outbreak.
• Scheduled drop-in sessions for
people to discuss and submit
on Auckland Transport’s plans
for Lake Rd improvements have
been cancelled and residents are
encouraged to submit online. More
information and an online survey
form are available at at.govt.nz/
projects-roadworks
• Takapuna’s popular Sunday Market
has been cancelled.
• Devonport Museum closed until
further notice, late last week, as did
the Navy Musuem at Topedo Bay.
• All community sports including rugby,
football, cricket, squash, tennis and
swimming events have been put
on hold.
• The Rose Centre has postponed its
season of the play Peninsula. On
Monday, the Rose Centre announced
it would close until further notice.
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Gas-main injury sparks
emergency services call-out

A gas main and a digger caught fire on Calliope Rd injuring
one person and threatening a historic villa on Monday afternoon.
Around 4pm, fire officers were still hosing down the villa and
gas pipe to protect the house, near Huia St. Trying to put out the
fire would risk an explosion, Devonport Fire Station officer John
Ellington said.
The injured person was in “a moderate condition” and taken by
ambulance to North Shore Hospital.
Police also attended the scene.
Gas fire... Calliope Rd

Message to our community
The Navy Museum
and Torpedo Bay Cafe
are closed until further notice
to help reduce the transmission
of COVID-19.
Please stay in touch with us on:
Facebook @torpedobaynavymuseum
www.navymuseum.co.nz

Please take care of yourself
and others.

To live in Devonport is to be part
of a community with a history of
coming together in times of need.
The COVID-19 pandemic is fast evolving
around
our
country
and
proactive
precautions are being taken and updated
almost daily to protect our residents and
communities.
Our businesses, who are locking arms to
be part of the solution to keep our people
safe, healthy and happy, are in need of our
support. The village has a very different feel
these days and many of our businesses are
having to quickly react. Some are reducing
hours of operation while others are making
the voluntary decision to temporarily close
their doors.
In the wake of those decisions, our
businesses and retailers adapting. In an
effort to maintain some normalcy for their
customers, some are creating online shops,
many are offering delivery options and all are
upscaling hygiene and handling procedures.
But now more than ever, these businesses
need our support! Now, more than ever, it is
imperative that we stay local, shop local and
support local!
Here are ways you can do that...
SHOP LOCAL
Shop as you normally would for your daily
necessities, takeaways, coffees and treats. If
you’re self isolating, many businesses offer
delivery and there is a group of local volunteers who have come together to offer delivery from businesses who may not normally
do so.

Within your own four walls stay
entertained.
• Shop online for new puzzles, board or card
games.
• Reach out to one of Devonport’s book
shops to deliver new stories or take
out
audio/e-books
from
Auckland
Libraries online.
• Declutter your home or finish that DIY project. Need materials? Have them delivered!

PHOTO: KEVIN HILL

Find creative ways to feel and stay
connected.
• Place your favourite café order – get one for
yourself, have one delivered to a friend or
two... THEN pick up the phone or video chat
and enjoy together!
• Order takeaways and host a watch-party of
your favourite online shows.
• Order new stationary and write letters to
old friends and family.

SUPPORT LOCAL
Devonport is a community of small
businesses. Owners and managers are often
one and the same as well as the smiling face
you see when you walk in. These are people
just like you and me, they are being affected
just like you and me, and they need our
support just as much as we need theirs.
So, as much as you can, continue to make
that fitness membership payment, keep
paying for the weekly treatments you receive,
plan now to celebrate milestones with gift
cards, flowers or chocolates and don’t cancel
that lay-by purchase or deposit you made on
services if you don’t have to.
Reach out to your retail favourites and
don’t be afraid to try new ones. If you can,
pop in with (or deliver) a treat or a card to
your favourite retailers to show them you’re
thinking of them.
Stay strong, stay healthy, stay kind and look
out for one another! Shaulyn van Baaren

March 27, 2020

Covid-19

The Devonport Flagstaff Page 9

Customer Message — Covid-19
This message is to all of our wonderful customers and to the wider commmunity of
Devonport which Manuka Café and Restaurant is an established member within.
In these challenging times we are currently experiencing, and we would like to take this
opportunity to reassure you all that we are taking every precaution available to ensure the
health and safety of all our staff and customers.
Our already stringent hygiene practices have been reinforced and retrained to all our staff,
and you will notice these further on yuor recent visits to Manuka. Our strategy is based
around simple yet effective ways to make our environment as clean and safe as possible.
We are very proud of our Café and Restaurant and the role it plays within the community,
and we want it to continue to operate and thrive for many more years to come. You, our
customers play a huge role in our continued success and we encourage you to follow our
lead with increased hygiene standards when entering and socialising wihtin our environment.
These are very uncertain times, but we urge you to continue to support local businesses
and work together as the fabulous community that we are.
We certainly look forward to continuing to serve you our high-quality coffee, drinks and
food as per usual.
Sincerely,

Peter, Susan and the entire Manuka Team.

‘Here to assist within our
community any way we can’
PeteR & SuSan ReeveS

Manuka Cafe & Restaurant
49 Victoria Rd | Devonport

Bookings (09) 445 7732
manukadevonport@xtra.co.nz

OPen 7aM – late 7 dayS a week
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Keeping connected

THE VIC IS OPEN FOR
BUSINESS – SO GO LOCAL!
The Vic has launched special measures
to deal with coronavirus to reassure our
audiences that it is safe to keep coming
to the movies.
We have started a seat-separation
policy by ensuring groups and couples
leave empty seats either side of them
as ‘safe zones’.
We will sell no more than 50% of
cinema seats and staff will be carrying
out extra cleaning and sanitising of
surfaces between screenings.
Luckily our two main cinemas are large
and airy and we have a good ventilation
system throughout the building that
extracts air and does not recirculate
it. In our smaller cinemas we will limit
ticket sales so there is plenty of
room around our customers.

Our foyer fundraising campaign has
received a major boost from a large
donation of $50,000 from the
Awhero Nui Trust.
This generous gift means we have
now raised $65,000 towards restoring
the foyer and are well on the
way to our $200,000 target.

There are some great films coming to
the Vic. The Personal History of
David Copperfield has a stellar cast
and is directed by Armanndo Iannucci.
This Dickens’ classic has received
rave reviews overseas.
And one for the whole family is the
latest Disney latest kids movie Onward,
described as a “crowd-pleasing and
surprisingly moving adventure”.
So come along to your local cinema
and continue to enjoy the best films
from around the world at the
Vic in Devonport.

A number of Devonport streets are creating
contact lists to keep track of neighbours’ health
and well-being.
The Flagstaff is compiling a list of key
contacts in different neighbourhoods, which
will be placed on our website so people can
stay connected.

DIRECT
DELIVERY
Glengarry have a very efficient
system for delivering direct
to your door.
Place your remote order with
us at www.glengarrywines.co.nz,
or email us at
devonport@glengarry.co.nz
or phone 09 445 2989
We’ll then deliver your order
to you speedily and safely.

With everyone’s safety in mind,
we have instigated new procedures for our deliveries. When
delivering your order, we’ll knock
first, step back two metres from
the door and wait for you to
answer. At that point we’ll ask for
your name to confirm the order.
Social distancing is the strategy
behind this procedure.

• We have provided Zoono Hand Sanitiser and Surface Spray to all of our sites,
and will be ensuring that these products are used effectively.
• We are making sure that everyone at Glengarry is following good hygiene
practices and maintaining clean and tidy stores.
Let’s support each other and get through it.
Cam Lawrence
Store Manager, Glengarry Devonport
09 445 2989

TAKAPUNA

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

MARKETS
PARADOX BOOKS
FREE DELIVERY TO SHUT-IN LOCALS
New books • Children’s activities
• Cards, stationery, bookish gifts

Licensed under the reA Act 2008

CHANGES TO
DELIVERY
PROCEDURES

WHAT WE’RE DOING INSTORE

Ian Cunliffe & Diana Murray

IAN CUNLIFFE 027 227 9322
DIANA MURRAY 021 911 522

For example, if you have concerns about
someone living on Victoria Rd, you will be
able to get in touch with the key contact for that
street to request an update or relay a message.
Send your name, phone number, email
address and the street(s) you are coordinating
to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz.

Click & collect or buy online
www.paradoxbooks.co.nz
26 Victoria Rd Devonport +64 9 446 0023
paradoxbooksdevonport@gmail.com

We have been directed
to close the Takapuna
Sunday Market
temporarily due to the
Coronavirus situation.

Updated information will
be available on Facebook
and through our dedicated
market phone number
09 376 2367.
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Stop searching. Start living.
Welcome to Oneoneroa, where life meets style.
This brand new community is nestled on the northern shore of the Waitemata
Harbour. These stylish terraced homes are built to the highest standards and
spoilt with stunning surrounds - all within 10 minutes of the CBD.
We have 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms available right now, so get in touch today.
The only thing missing in this beautiful seaside community is you.

oneoneroa.co.nz

Michael Swarbrick
M: 021 888 133

Victoria Mules
M: 021 679 349

oneoneroa@harcourts.co.nz

oneoneroa@harcourts.co.nz

Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Licensed Agents REAA 2008

NGW0044

Jemma Glancy
M: 021 246 5300

Letters
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Power goes to editor’s head
But don’t stop there. As you are so keen
to sever any connection to Britain, what
about your own name?
Best you stop signing off as Rob Drent
and change it to something much less
British.
This trend of removing all things British
and attempting rewrite history to appease
the ignorant, self-ego-boosting, politically
correct brigade, who for some peculiar
reason want to apologise or feel guilty
for being born white, is nothing short of
point-scoring.
I wonder if you will have the backbone
to publish my letter verbatim, or do you
only accept letters that align to your views?
Helen Sharman

In response to the Flagstaff’s “move
away from our links to Britain” (14 February), I’m curious as to exactly how far that
move will go. Presumably the future will
be entirely in Maori.
I hope the business people who spend
money advertising with you realise they
won’t actually get any business due to the
fact the readers won’t understand what
they are selling. Am I correct in thinking
the Flagstaff requires advertising money
to stay afloat?
Your perceived power has obviously gone
to your head, as you, Mr Drent, also want
to change the names of King Edward and
Queens Pdes. What about the very English
name Devonport?

Rob Drent replies: Far from wanting
to change every single name in Devonport, I
was seeking a discussion around the edges,
on names of little meaning (Queens Pde),
or very minor historical significance (King
Edward Pde). As far as my own genealogical
links go, Drent has no trail back to England.
On my father’s side, we come from a university town in the Netherlands, arriving in
Australia, then New Zealand, with the gold
rushes more than a century ago. My mother,
however, was English.
We print many letters with views I have difficulty comprehending, let alone agree with.
I subscribe to the maxim often attributed to
Voltaire: “I disapprove of what you say, but I
will defend to the death your right to say it.”

Time to rename our local board?

Footpath not only
for pedestrians

With the Devonport-Takapuna Local
Board finalising its short- and medium-term
plans and budgets for the future, one bigpicture question it could and should address
is whether its name is appropriate for the
geographic area it covers.
Extending south from Sunnynook and
Castor Bay to Devonport and Stanley Bay,
with borders of State Highway 1 to the
west and the Hauraki Gulf to the east, is it
appropriate that its present name relates only
to the southern end of the peninsula, while
ignoring northern areas such as Milford,
Wairau Valley, Forrest Hill, Sunnynook and
Castor Bay?
In fact, Devonport is twice indicated,
as the name Takapuna derives from a

P. Raine (Flagstaff letters, 13 March)
is correct that is it is the responsibility
of cyclists to avoid pedestrians, and
cyclists should not expect to be heard
over heavy traffic noise.
However, he/she is incorrect to say
that the footpath on Lake Rd between
Ngataringa Rd and The Maze and
skatepark is only for pedestrians.
That section of Lake Rd is actually
a two-way shared pathway, as the
sign suggests, as part of the Green
Route cycleway way from Takapuna
to Devonport.
J Ellington

freshwater spring that flowed from the base
of North Head (Maungauika) into a swamp
behind Cheltenham Beach.
Given that in this modern day, the name
Takapuna relates more closely to our famous
beach and its fringing moana, should we be
looking for a water feature that distinguishes
the northern parts of our local board area?
That answer is easy: the Wairau Stream.
This suggests that Takapuna Wairau is
a more accurate and fair description of the
geographic area covered by our local board,
and is a change that our proud and unified
community should support.
Takapuna Wairau Local Board, anyone?
Terry Dunleavy, Chairperson
Takapuna Residents Association

Harcourts Devonport Tides
©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Nicole Plewinski

PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 446 2108 M 021 960 313 E nicole.plewinski@harcourts.co.nz
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Bodyline – with Guy Body

maria Teape Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Summer Fun PreSchool
Play morningS – cancelleD
With the escalating COVID-19 situation, Devonport & Bayswater Summer Fun Preschool Play
and Kids Athletics have been cancelled. It is our
intention to run a celebratory Kids Athletics session and Summer Fun Preschool Play sessions
when it is safe to do so again – hopefully later
in the year. We will keep you informed.
For up to date, accurate information about
COVID-19 in New Zealand, please visit this
website: www.covid19.govt.nz and national
multi-agency support (Health, Immigration and
Police) can be reached via email:
nhccselfisolation@health.govt.nz

Letters

An open letter to ANZ from Grey Power

First of all, as a customer of the ANZ
Bank for 50-odd years, I would like to congratulate you (ANZ CEO Antonia Watson)
on your appointment, and note that you
have stepped up from being head of retail
and business banking, which will, I am sure,
give you an appreciation of the points we are
making as elderly customers.
Our community, particularly the seniors,
have been very concerned by the closure of
the Devonport branch, and the major inconvenience this has caused, particularly for the
significant number who have difficulty with
digital banking.
I understand the standard story of most
people using online banking, but Devonport
has a large number of senior residents and
is a busy tourist destination, and the branch
always seemed quite busy.
The closure means that our seniors have to
travel to Takapuna, six kilometres away, in
what can be a several-hour exercise by bus.
Our key issue is the pressure now on the
Takapuna ANZ. The three times recently
I have personally been there for foreignexchange transactions, there was a long
queue at the service desks.
The main point of writing to you is that at
one of our regular local-community meetings, the issue arose of the ANZ Takapuna
having no seats for the public in their front
public area, where the long queues, and the
way people are funnelled into the five service points on the left of the office, create a
particular difficulty for older people.
Associated with this problem is that
there is no low-counter area for people in
wheelchairs or on walkers, which creates a
stress in dealing with the tellers behind the
higher counters.
Another situation I found of some deli-

DeVonPorT SelF
iSolaTion SuPPorT
If you are in self-isolation and needing local

support, you can join Facebook group
cacy is that the majority of the staff were
‘Devonport Self Isolation Support’.
Asian, and for me, being hard of hearing,
Devonport Peninsula Trust are also happy to be
I had considerable difficulty understanding
a central point of contact for people needing
the lady I was dealing with on one visit
support; phone 445 9533 or email:
because of her accent and articulation of
devonportcommunity@gmail.com
English.
Actually, it became quite comical, and we
Devonport Holy Trinity Church are also offering
wound up chuckling over it, but it would be
support for people in self-isolation:
phone 445 0378
a difficulty for a number of people with a
or email vicar@holytrinity.gen.nz
hearing disability.
We would appreciate you arranging for
rememBer – Be KinD,
the Takapuna ANZ public area to have some
WaSh anD Dry your hanDS
STay home iF you are SicK
seating, and providing a low-access counter
or facility for those customers who would
find that helpful.
Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
An innovative approach could be to
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS,
a monthly email listing of community events,
provide a dedicated service area for seniors
and other community notices, please email
as part of the ‘front desk’ operation, giving
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz
them priority of service in busy times.
With special thanks to the
Many of your senior customers have been
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for
funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.
with the bank for a long time, and it would
be greatly appreciated if you could take all
The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
the steps possible at the ANZ Takapuna to Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore.
make their banking activities as convenient We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.
We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!
and comfortable as possible.
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?
I look forward to hearing from you.
The
sure
choice
forfor
allall Shore
jobs!
Look
no further
– ShoreJobs
your job needs.
Bill Rayner, President
Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore.
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.
Grey Power, North Shore

shorejobs
shorejobs

New playground
vandalises nature

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?
Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The beautiful view through the pohutukawas on Windsor Reserve to the sea beyond is
now visually polluted with what resembles
a school playground. When we should be
treading lightly on the earth, concrete trucks
are still arriving. I hope the decision-makers
are happy with their vandalism of nature.
J Leighton

Find us at

shorejobs.co.nz

Find us at
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Collector clocks up the time of his life

With 90 clocks in his collection, Dennis Dowie never has to look far to know the time. The retired architect tells
Helen Vause about his passion for the inner workings of timepieces from days gone by.

Spreading the word... Ruby Judson and her teammates are off to
Boston after winning a problem-solving competition

Face time... Dennis Dowie’s workbench is overlooked by a wall of ‘slave’ clocks, like those that used to
tick in unison in government offices around the country
When you knock on the door at Dennis
Dowie’s place at Stanley Point, he’ll
probably know if you’re bang on time, a few
minutes late or just ahead of the appointed
hour.
But it’s not your timekeeping he’s that
exacting about. Rather, it’s keeping a close
eye on the intricate movements of his large
collection of clocks and other timepieces that
Dowie is really interested in.

The Flagstaff was initially a little
distracted by the setting and sounds,
before settling into conversation with
Dowie in his garden workshop. It’s the
‘engine room’ that keeps his collection
ticking, putting back into working order
those intruments that might otherwise have
marked their last minute.
A whole bank of identical white-faced
‘slave clocks’ overlook in perfect time as

24 Hour
Towing
24 Hour
Towing
Devonport
Owned
Devonport
Owned
Operated
andand
Operated

ESTABLISHED
ESTABLISHED
1971 1971

1 Fleet
Street,
Devonport
1 Fleet
Street,
Devonport
Phone
Phone
445 445
04830483
email:
fleetst@ihug.co.nz
email:
office@fleetstpanel.co.nz
email:
fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale

he tinkers – in case he should be thinking
of knocking off. Mostly from government
offices around the country, they all tick in
unison from an electric signal sent from
their ‘master’.
But much of his 90-strong collection sits
with artworks in his beautifully preserved,
architecturally designed, mid-century
house. It’s almost gallery-like. The eye
doesn’t have to travel far before coming
to rest on another piece, large or small,
no longer in the original casing of its era;
instead with workings fully visible in
perspex display cases made by Dowie, “so
you can see the interesting bits.”
Dowie is a retired architect, and crafting
pleasing environments has been his
working life. He reflects that it all started
back in his mid-teens when his father gave
him a pocket watch.
“That was pretty uncool in the 60s,
when all the other guys were getting wrist
watches. So I decided to take it apart, see
how it worked.”
But other than the purchase of a
grandfather clock in the 80s, he was a
collector-in-waiting, eagerly anticipating
retirement when he’d be able to pursue his
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than a few fiddles were recorded, leading
passion for timepieces.
to disqualification from the race.
When time became his own, he wasted
Recently, a search for the right carbon
none of it, setting to work in his garden
paper to feed the record-keeping feature
workshop where he’s happily spent hours
of one clock, sent Dowie in search to a
and days in recent years.
pigeon-racing club. Sure enough, someone
Dowie’s pride and joy are not just
was able to supply the old-style inked paper
pretty old clocks. In fact, they are mostly
he was after to complete the restoration to
industrial clocks, time recorders used to
full working order.
keep tabs on our everyday lives, mostly in
One of the most irksome modern
workplaces. And then there are the pigeon
conventions for this collector and restorer
clocks – a key element in the world of
is daylight savings.
pigeon fanciers – the workings of which
“It’s a total pain in the neck,” says
captivate Dowie.
Dowie, just days from the next occurrence.
“I love the beautiful machines. I love
“It takes me about two days to get them
the arithmetic and the physics of it and the time recorders that were used to gauge
precision. And I guess that is a link back workers’, watchmen’s, supervisors’ and all changed over again,” he laments, adding
that all year round most of them need to
to my professional life. In their beginning, others’ start and end times.
Dowie’s collection of maybe a dozen be wound with their own individual keys
clocks and time-keeping was the rocket
little pigeon clocks come with their own every eight days.
science of the day.
And the task isn’t getter any easier.
“I love the science of it all and the stories.
Although people have been racing “Some are stiff and hard to turn. I might
challenge of getting things back into perfect
working order. Everything in my collection pigeons through history, it became apparent need to hire a lad to wind them one day.”
in the last century that the practice of just
To those of a certain age, the clocks are a
is working.”
Dowie adds that his collection is probably telling of your bird’s fast arrival home was splendid, gleaming sight, with a comforting
no longer reliable. With big money to be sound familiar not so many years ago.
one of the biggest in the country.
New additions are delivered to Dowie
These days, an enthusiast doesn’t have made, pigeon fanciers had to have fraudby courier in a very sorry, silent state,
to travel the world to fossick in barns and proof clocks.
Each bird carried a ring on its leg that however. They’ll be wrapped in newspaper
shops. The internet has made even obscure
things much easier to find. Dowie spends on its arrival would be put into the pigeon and covered in dust and grime.
But then Dowie gets his skilled hands on
time browsing online, and has alerts on clock in such a way as to store proof of the
them. “ I get them going, eventually. I work
sites such as Ebay and Trade Me that bring exact time.
Clubs gave some leeway in their rules at each one quite intently.
listings to his attention.
It takes about a month, but I have plenty
There’s not too much auction-room about how often the clocks could be
excitement and banter. His fellow collectors, touched or opened, to compensate for of time. It can take however long I like,”
says Dowie, could be anywhere, buying and jiggles on the homeward tram. But more he grins.
often blogging about their shared interest.
Some online chit-chat does occur, but the
search and research mostly takes place
without anyone leaving home .
“It’s hard to see how much interest is
out there. But I notice when I’m bidding
on something, or missing out on buying
something, I like the look of on the other
side of the world. It’s usually the same
handful of blokes in there bidding too.”
Luckily for Dowie, his UK-based adult
offspring are willing to pick up, pack and
despatch some of his purchases back home
to dad in Devonport.
The largest pieces in his collection are
turret clocks that once stood in public
places in the UK, to be read at a glance in
the local vicinity. “Field workers would
have been looking up at them from far off
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– based on the second it takes the pendulum
Andie
Andie
Levell:
Levell:
445-0328
445-0328
admin@holytrinity.gen.nz
admin@holytrinity.gen.nz
Andie
Levell:
445-0328
admin@holytrinity.gen.nz
to swing. But London’s famous Big Ben,
says Dowie, has a two-second pendulum We
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his living room, with a bell carrying the
illegible initials of the same crafsman
who made the bell that still chimes from
Big Ben.
And then there are the punch clocks or

“I love the beautiful
machines. I love the
arithmetic and the
physics of it and the
precision.”
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Devonport 09 445 2010

Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010

Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010

Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Board votes against ‘going to the people’

A move to increase the number of
locally-held community forums in the
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area has
been rejected.
Board member Ruth Jackson wanted to
double the number of community forums
held in surrounding suburbs – rather than at
the board offices in Takapuna – from every
two months, to monthly.
But the motion was defeated at the board’s
meeting last week. Members Jackson, Trish
Deans and Jan 0’Connor voted in favour,
while George Wood, Aidan Bennett and
Toni van Tonder voted against. Chair Ben-

nett used his casting vote to reject the idea.
Deans said the forums allowed the public
to be better engaged with the board.
O’Connor said only 32 per cent of the
public voted in the Devonport-Takapuna
Local Board area in the last local-body
election.
“We do not excite the public – if they
don’t come to us we need to go to them.”
The community forum was an ideal way
for residents to come forward to voice issues
in their neighbourhood, she said.
Jackson said the whole point of being
a local member was to engage with the

community.
“If we don’t encourage more community
involvement, I don’t know what we are
doing here.”
Van Tonder was concerned about the increased costs of staff and venue hire incurred
by going out into the community.
The numbers of community forums in
local suburbs could be increased if numbers
at the two-monthly forums warranted it,
she said.
Wood said few residents turned up during
community board times a decade ago, when
meetings were held in local areas.

Hamana St upgrade knocked back by AT
Safety improvements and road-seal
upgrades to a Narrow Neck ‘rat run’ have
been rejected by Auckland Transport (AT).
Residents from Hamana St – commonly
used as an alternative route to Lake Rd
during peak times – went to the DevonportTakapuna Local Board last year seeking
changes.

However, a 2019 traffic survey showed
around 3000 vehicles used the road per
day, much below the 10,000 threshold
for smooth seal instead of the cheaper
chip-seal roading, AT told board members
last week.
The road was also safe in terms of
speeding and driver behaviour, according

to audits by AT engineers.
However, board member Toni van
Tonder was unconvinced, saying she would
not let her children cross Hamana St as
it is too dangerous. Walking-school-bus
organisers were also concerned about the
road’s safety. A zebra crossing is needed,
van Tonder said.

ThE NAVy COmmuNiTy NEwSLETTER

Every year the New Zealand Defence Force assists the Department of Conservation in their important work ensuring the
sub-Antarctic islands remain a pest and predator free world heritage Site. Recently hmNZS Canterbury, her crew and
DOC staff were on Campbell island helping the locals – like this little guy. A yellow-eyed Penguin (hoiho).
Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

Congratulations? Thanks?
Problems? Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002
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Aliya ready to go it alone after treble of riding victories

Cheltenham eight-year-old Aliya Kirkwood won three
rider-and-pony titles at the Horse of the Year show in Hastings earlier this month.
Having competed so far in events in which her mother
Jessica held her pony’s lead, the Vauxhall School pupil can
now look forward to her first year of riding without the
pony being led.
“I would love to compete in the Horse of the Year again,”
she says.
She was “really nervous”, but also feeling “confident”
during her rides in Hastings, keeping her posture straight –
“elbows back”, she explains.
Jessica Kirkwood, who herself used to compete in horseand-pony competitions when she was younger, is extremely
proud of Aliya’s success.
“One of the highlights for me this season was after Aliya
won Lead Rein Rider of the Year. She said ‘Mum, I now
believe in myself,’” says Kirkwood.
“Horse-and-pony riding isn’t a big thing in Devonport,
so when people find out Aliya is from here, they are quite
surprised,” she says.
Aliya competed in the ‘lead rein’ class and as well as taking out rider of the year, she also won Paced and Mannered
Lead Rein Pony of the Year, and Lead Rein Pony of the Year.
She was also awarded Best Presented Lead Rein Pony
in her class.
“No other rider-and-pony combination has ever won all
three titles in one go,” says Kirkwood.
Aliya’s grey pony, Taurimu Da Vince (Leo), is stabled in
Coatesville, where Aliya trains with him at the Coatesville
Reserve and Pony Club.
Reining champion... Aliya Kirkwood on her
pony, Leo Da Vince, with her mother, Jessica

WAITEMATA GOLF CLUB
A MESSAGE FROM THE GM
CLUB FITTING / DEMO DAY

As the course will be closed for coring on the 6, 7 and 8 of April,
it is the perfect opportunity to have Ping and Wilson representatives
demonstrating their latest model drivers, woods, hybrids, irons,
wedges and putters. So if you have been thinking about making
a change or would just like to try the latest technology, please
reserve a time slot with either Mark, Cole or Brad in the pro shop
— call 09-445-8716.
Date: Tuesday 7 April, from 9am to 2pm.

COURSE UPGRADES

After the coring work, we will start building our new 12th green
from the 13 April. During the build, the 12th hole will be out of play
and 15A/15B will be in play. On Tuesday 14 April, the 11th green will
also be out of play as we are taking the good turf from the 12th
green and replacing it in the bad patches on 11. We will keep you
updated with progress as we move towards opening
the hole again in summer.

CAFE OPEN

The one constant during all of these maintenance upgrades is
that the course cafe will be open. Please drop by for a coffee
or tea — we will be here!
Regards
Hayden McCallum
General Manager

15 Derby St, Devonport | Ph (09) 445 8716 | admin@waitematagolf.co.nz
All golf related enquiries: mark@theclubroom.co.nz
All social enquiries, including room hire: thewaitematabar@gmail.com
This is a very popular course and bookings are essential.
Please note that we are a soft spike-only-course, and that dress standards require a collared shirt, and prohibit denim.
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Childhood and wartime memories vivid for new centurion
Long-time Devonport resident Irene Way turned
100 this month. Jodi Yeats asked about the secret
of her longevity.

“Going with the flow and doing what you feel is right,”
is 100-year-old Devonport resident Irene Way’s recipe
for a long life.
“You have got to not only think of yourself but always
think of other people and what you can do for them,” the
devout Catholic says.
Daughter Trish Fitzgerald reckons her mother’s sense of
humour has everything to do with getting to 100.
Way, who still lives in her own home with son Michael
and rescue dog Eva, clocked up her century on 9 March,
celebrating with family and friends at Wakatere Boating
Club, Narrow Neck, the following weekend.
Her memories of growing up in Northampton in the
United Kingdom, remain vivid, as do her recollections
of World War II service before she immigrated to New
Zealand in 1948.
Born Irene Rouse in 1920, her father was a policeman
and her mother obliged to act as receptionist, nurse and
counsellor to those coming into the station.
It was the time before radios,” Trish Fitzgerald says.
“A message would come to the house and Mum or [elder
sister] Auntie May would then be given the task of going
to where Grandad was on point duty and give him the
message.
“Our grandfather would see them approaching and stop
the traffic, so they could come and deliver their important
message.
“Mum recalls feeling very important, because traffic
was stopped so she could safely deliver the message.”
Way joined the British Auxiliary Corps in February
1939, and was deployed to Egypt, aged 19, travelling
a circuitous route around the Cape of Good Hope on a
troopship. As one of a handful of women on board, she
never had to buy a drink.
In Cairo, Way worked on a switchboard in command
headquarters. There she made lifelong friends, including
Agnes Milne, nicknamed “Johnny”, who later emigrated
to New Zealand with Way and two other wartime mates.
One Christmas, the group were feeling homesick. So
after dinner, they went onto the roof of their building and
sprayed talcum powder around to pretend it was snow.
They also hitch-hiked across the Sinai desert to spend
the weekend in Jerusalem, despite it then being in a war
zone.
Way reckons she got her travelling over with back then.
After arriving at the Fort Cautley immigration centre
in Narrow Neck, she stayed permanently in Devonport.
“It’s a nice place,” she says.
Way met her future husband, Brendon, at a ‘lonelyhearts’ social club and they married in 1958.
Daughters Fitzgerald and Susan Jensen, who both live
in Devonport, recall their mother’s wartime friends being
like part of the family.
Among their happy memories are picnics at Long Bay
and holidays in an Austin 40 packed to the gunnels.
Brendon was a keen amateur photographer, with many
cameras, including for movies, and his wife wound up
carrying the gear bags.
Inspired by the cooking of her homeland, Way served
the family interesting dishes, including tripe and onions,
sweetbreads and steamed puddings.
Another speciality, lolly cake, remains a firm family
favourite today, for her four children, seven grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

Enjoying a laugh... Irene Way
celebrating her recent 100th
birthday (above), in the army during
World War II (right) and with a
group of friends enjoying their first
breakfast in New Zealand at the
Narrow Neck hostel in 1948 (below,
Way second from right)
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TGS top co-ed at North Island secondary school rowing regatta

Takapuna Grammar School Rowing Club
is on a high after finishing third overall and
being named the top co-ed rowing school at
the North Island Secondary School Rowing
Championships at Lake Karapiro on Sunday
15 March.
Club rowers made 15 A finals and five B
finals, finishing with five gold medals, one
silver and a bronze. The result is by far the
best ever achieved by Takapuna Grammar
(TGS) at a major regatta since the school
started its rowing programme.
Gold medal winners among the boys
were Evan Williams in the boys under-18
single sculls and the formidable duo of
Connor Bacchus and Mika Hessling in the
boys under-16 double sculls. Connor also
won a bronze medal in the boys under-16
single sculls.
Evan has been the standout rower at TGS
for the last three years and is well placed for
selection in the New Zealand junior squad
this year.
In the girls group, the under-15 squad
won gold medals in the coxed octuple sculls,
the coxed quadruple sculls and the double
sculls races.
In their first race on finals day, Imogen
Butcher, Annabelle Knowles, Skye Lang,
Daisy Butcher and Sydelle Langis won gold
medals in the coxed quadruple sculls.
They then went on with Anna Stuart, Ella
Ryan, Kira Sharrock, Tahlia Bull and Olivia
Wilson, to win the coxed octuple sculls in
an outstanding time of 6 minutes and 54
seconds. This was believed to be a national
record, and the first time a New Zealand girls
under-15 octuple crew has broken 7 minutes.
The standout athletes in the girls group
were Annabelle Knowles and Skye Lang,
who also went on to win the under-15 girls
double sculls, giving the pair three gold
medals and North Island Champion titles.
The results come at the end of an extremely successful season for the TGS row-

North Island champions… Four of the TGS under-15 girls quad crew
(from left): Imogen Butcher, Skye Lang, Annabelle Knowles and
Daisy Butcher
ing club, in which they have been Auckland
champions and also won three national
titles at the New Zealand Indoor Rowing
Championships.
Unfortunately, due to the impact of Covid-19, the club will not be able to compete

for national titles at the annual Maadi Cup
regatta, which has been cancelled.
However, the coaching team and athletes
are already planning their approach to improve even further in the 2021 rowing season.

Belmont Pharmacy

Your natural health specialists
In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice
Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz
Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock
SINCE 1989

Belmont Pharmacy
143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247
www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Rosalind Usherwood
021 340 506
Colin Usherwood
021 717 805

Local Glazing Services including:
• Mirrors
• Hush Glass
• Glass
• Reputties

• Broken Windows
• Low E Thermal
• Safety Glass

ContaCt uS at

devonportglass@gmail.com
or 021 148 1804

14 Patuone Avenue, Devonport, Auckland.
PO Box 32 402, Devonport, Auckland 0744
Phone: 09 446 6075
Email: mail@usherwoodaccounting.co.nz
www.usherwoodaccounting.co.nz
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War II, and it has hosted music and bonhomie
every Monday night since.
Roger went further: for 50 years, he
became the unofficial caretaker of Takarunga.
A slightly stooped figure, reminiscent of the
bent-over shearer he once was, he walked
the mountain, his dog alongside, picking up
rubbish and weeding its slopes by hand. If
Roger Giles was a hipster decades before he found a receipt with a person’s name on
the term was invented. With his flowing it, he would post the rubbish back to them.
beard and independent spirit, he lived life
With the recent events around Covi19
His role was challenged when the Tūpuna
on his own terms.
Devonport Rotary are here and willing
Maunga Authority, established in 2014,
True community people come along took over management of the mountain.
to help. Internationally, Rotary are busy
rarely. Mick Gannaway, a former Devonport Maintenance programmes were introduced,
putting in place emergency plans that
Community Board deputy chair, was one. systems formalised. To his credit, Roger
will help communities all around the
Roger was another. What sets them apart? A carried on and was happy to pose on the
world including providing financial
commitment to a place over many decades, mountain for the Flagstaff, with his trusty
support, food, emergency medication and
getting on with that committment without grubber – a volunteer getting on with the job
emotional support.
fanfare or acknowledgement, and a slight in the face of corporate doublespeak.
While this event has led to our movie
maverick streak illustrated by giving one, if
I was on the Bruce Mason stage with
fundraiser being postponed we are still
not
two,
fingers
to
the
establishment
when
Roger
in 2010, when we both received
proudly supporting a forthcoming charity
needed.
awards from North Shore City (then being
art tender.
Roger’s place was The Bunker (home to disestablished) for contributions to the
the Devonport Folk Club) on the slopes of community. I recall him saying, “I don’t
Takarunga, and the wider maunga.
quite know what we are doing here”. I felt
In 1970, Roger and few mates cleaned out the same. I was just doing my job, and Roger
The Bunker premises, disused since World had simply remained true to his passions:
music and the mountain.
He used to drop into our office regularly
with titbits of news from around the village.
At the height of the Flagstaff campaign
to get rid of the synthetic-cannabis drug
Kronic from dairies, he arrived with a few
empty packets of a different brand he found
Recognised local artist Andi Merkens and
discarded on Takarunga, to show it was still
Join us forhera “off
compelling
with
Annah and herNZ’s
team number
as they speak
to us about Annah’s
story
the wall” hour
Rotarian
collaborator
1
friendly
a live issue. “Keep the pressure on,” he said.
Paddy
Stafford-Bush
have
made
of success, her charity RAW, and a showcase of her clothing collection with styling tips
help
Hetohad
a great rapport with our former
and reliable companion reporter
affordable art. Together they have created
Maire Vieth, begun from stories and
revitalise
your
signature
style!
a series of bold and different bespoke
driving service
dog meet-ups on the mountain and forged
artworks for you to tender for. Paddy was
by a common sense of what a community
nnah Stretton
is one
of New
Zealand’s
inspired
by helping
Devonport
Rotarymost
with enduring fashion designers and business entrepreneurs
means.
its bi-ennial
Fine Homes
Tour the
of Devonport
th twelve clothing
stores
across
country. She is also
a hugely
successful
business
Driving
Miss
Daisyphilanthropist,
I don’t
drink much these days, but at
last year, to team up with fellow Rotarian
some
stage
I’ll raise a glass of red to you,
mentor,
publisher,
speaker,
author
and
advocate
for
the
advancement
of
women.
Devonport
Lynda Betts and Bayleys. You can view
Roger. Cheers to a life well lived, and thanks
the artworks displayed in Bayleys office
for what you’ve done for Devonport, your
This event is not to be missed!
at 83 Victoria Road from 9am – 5pm
cheeky smile and for making our world less
Call Marie today
Monday to Friday until 4.30pm 3rd April
bland and ordinary.
2020 when tenders close. All proceeds
09 486 5074
will go to the Make A Wish Foundation.
To reserve your seat please phone
The winners of each piece of art will be
personally notified of their success. Mark or Janet on 445 0909 by
Tuesday 3 September
In the meantime we ask you all to stay
safe, 1 m apart and support each other as
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport
we all live through this together.

By Rob
Drent

RAW T RUTH

’s

RAW T R UTH

Thursday 5 September, 10am
The Rose Centre, School Road, Devonport

This month’s column
was sponsored by

Bayleys Real Estate
and Ryman Healthcare

Contact us at info@devonportrotary.co.nz
or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz
if you would like more info.

2A FLEET STREET,
DEVONPORT
PH 09 445 4574
BEFORE

AFTER

tamdentaldevonport@gmail.com
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The perfect environment for your
child to grow at Kristin School.

Co-ed

STRONG

community

like

TH E BRIGH TEST MOST MOTIVATED

real life

AN D INSPIRATIO NAL TEAC H ER S

networks

SM ALL CL A S S SI Z E S
A C R E LE A F Y C A MP U S

OPPORTUNITIES!

LOCATION
LOCATION
LOCATION
20 BUS ROUTES AUCKLAND-WIDE.
LOCATED IN TH E H EART O F ALBANY.

IB PA S S R AT E.
8 0 % NC E A ME R IT OR
E XC E LLE N C E E N DOR SED
C E R T IF ICAT E S

your child’s
EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY
FROM SIX MONTHS TO

KRI 1138

EIGHTEEN YEARS OLD

K R ISTIN .SC H OOL .N Z
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‘Testing 1, 2, 3’ – show time at the Fair on the Hill

On the mic... Charlie Palmer, Catherine Sturgess Taylor and Rhiannon McAnally (all 6), take the stage at
Devonport Primary’s Fair on the Hill, held on 14 March. Photos: Keeley Watson.

Relocation

SALE
Huge savings on seconds, samples and floor stock.
In-store deals only at 18 Barry’s Point Road, Takapuna.
designconcepts.co.nz
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Miles of smiles... Sisters Lily (7) and Ella (2) Ostergaard enjoy a fairground ride
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ObOrn

(formerly Ogden Electrical,
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your
Electrical & Data
requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations,
new builds, design & project
management since 1985.
Trustworthy licensed builders specialising
in residential alterations/extensions,
kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on
0274 660 666, or visit our website

www.efd.kiwi

PlumbinG
AnD DrAinAGE lTD
Professional Quality Service

• Gasfitting • Certifying/Licensed
• Digger Hire • Plumber/Drainlayer
• All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz
0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

Guy Anderson

Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes,
carried out by a tradesman
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.

www.scapetech.co.nz

s

ar
PHONE 445 2549
30 yreience
e
MOBILE 021 767 093 exp

scapetech@clear.net.nz
scapetech@outlook.com

John Bisset LtD

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years
Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior – New and existing, roofs,
fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping,
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.
Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.
Office: 445 8099
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz

www.bissetltd.co.nz

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore
New installations
Repairs and Maintenance

Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

YOUR LOCAL
CRAFTSMAN

PLUMBER

Friendly, experienced service
for all of your plumbing needs.

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS

021-909790
445-6691

Villa Masonry Ltd
Masonry Ltd
•Villa
Brick work

Block work
work
• Brick
• Paving
Block work
• Cobble
Paving driveways
Paved Patios
• Cobble
driveways
Repair Patios
work
• Paved
No
job too
small!
•
Work
• Concrete
Repair
work
No
job
too
small!
Ph 09 551 3171

Ph021
09 465
551 460
3171
021 465 460
villamasonryltd@gmail.com
villamasonryltd@gmail.com

We guarantee
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom

021 723 413

registered
professional painters

ODD-JOB
HANDYMAN
Small-to-medium
odd jobs
done around
the house
Call James
for availability
and hourly rate

021 239 4898
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DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
DEVONPORT
AUTO
AUTO
AUTO
AUTO
AUTO
CENTRE
CENTRE
CENTRE CENTRE
CENTRE
CENTRE
CENTRE
NEW SERVICE

Andrew
Holloway
�
Vehicle
Servicing
�
Servicing
� Full
Full
Vehicle
� Full
Full Vehicle
Vehicle
Servicing
Tyres
andVehicle
WheelServicing
Alignment
�
Full
Servicing
�
Full
Vehicle
Servicing
and
and
� WOF
WOF
� WOF
WOF
Floorsander
and Maintenance
Maintenance
and Maintenance
Maintenance
�
�
Full Vehicle Servicing
and
Maintenance
and
Maintenance
� WOF
� WOF
• Floorsanding
•
Floorsanding
and Maintenance WOF
• Polyurethaning
and
staining
ANDRE
&
WENDY
CUMISKEY
ANDRE
&
WENDY
CUMISKEY
•
Polyurethaning
and
staining
ANDRE
&
WENDY
CUMISKEY
ANDRE
&
WENDY
CUMISKEY
•
Tongue
and Groove repairs
ANDRE
CUMISKEY
ANDRE &
& WENDY
WENDY CUMISKEY
ANDRE & WENDY
CUMISKEY
•
Tongue
and
Groove
repairs
• Serving Devonport since
1995

Ph
445 4456
4456
Ph
445
4456
Ph (09)
(09) 445
445
Ph (09)
(09) •445
Serving4456
Devonport since 1995
Ph
Ph (09)
(09)
4456
Ph (09)
Please4456
phone for a free quote
Fax
(09) 445
4454456
7629
Fax
(09) 445
445
7629
Fax
445
7629
Fax
445
7629
Please
phone
a 4519
free quote
Phone 027for
285
Fax
(09)
445
7629
Fax
(09)
445
7629
Fax
(09)
445
7629
Phone 027 285 4519
1A Fleet Street, Devonport
1A Fleet Street,ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
Devonport
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE

Specialist in all
aspects of concrete.
Small diggers and Bobcat
(for tight excavation work).
For free quotes and advice
Phone Alan Michie

0274 957 505

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

Plumbing, Gasfitting,
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service
Fully insured for your peace of mind

Call Mat

0800 277 566
Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL

Phone 09 443 4461
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:

96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

www.neodesign.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd
• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation

Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675

email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

Barnett Bros.
SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW
Barnett
Bros.
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS
SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW
Qualified RENOVATION
builder and &
craftsman
RESTORATION,
ALTERATIONS

Carpenter available now
Qualified
builder and craftsman
for door/window/sash/cord/sill
Carpenter
available now
replacements
for door/window/sash/cord/sill
All joinery repairs
replacements
All carpentry and associated
All
joineryservices
repairs
building
All carpentry
and associated
Home inspections
building services
Bathrooms
Home inspections
All work
guaranteed
Bathrooms

Scott
021 188 7189
AllBarnett
work guaranteed
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
Licensed
building
practitioner
Scott Barnett 021
188 7189

Barnett Bros.
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

restore, repair
and rebuild
rather than
replace!

kitchens
Call our designers to bring your
ideas to life. Free consultation.
10 year workmanship guarantee.
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DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990
Residential Building
Architectural Draughting
Scott Peters
021 606 737
www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

Yes! We do retro-fitted
double glazing

Qualified builder and craftsman
Ask for a free,
no-obligation
Carpenter avaiconsultation.
lable now
Call us today on
for022
door/wi471
ndow/sash/cord/si
4469 l
stella@devontimber.com
replacements
www.devontimber.com
All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated
building services
Home inspections &
PLUMBING
GAS-FITTING
Bathrooms
NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT

All work guaranteed
GRANT 027-459-3880
021-934-898
ScottMIKE
Barnett
021 188 7189

s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
Want more business locally?

Advertise locally!

Reach your Devonport Peninsula
customers cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates.

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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New targeted rat-kill programme

The Restoring Takarunga Hauraki (RTH)
project is launching a targeted rat-eradication programme south of Waitemata Golf
Club course.
The new plan was inspired by a recently
launched initiative in the Eastern Bays’.
Pest Free Coordinator Lance Cablk had
asked Brett Butland, Auckland Council’s
Pest Free Auckland 2050 programme
director, for feedback on the RTH plan to
gradually expand its rat-control work with a
halo of traps spreading out from intensively
trapped areas like Maungauika.
“Brett said that was thinking too small,”
says Cablk. “Restoring Takarunga Hauraki
has done a good job of controlling rats in
Devonport, but it was never going to eradicate predators by a modest expansion of the

existing programme.”
Instead, Butland urged the group to create an eradication plan for the whole area
south of the natural barrier at Narrow Neck.
As an example, Butland highlighted
the work Auckland Council was doing in
conjunction with the Eastern Songbird
Project on the peninsula that includes
Glendowie, St Heliers, Mission Bay and
Orakei and covers 20,000 households and
1400 hectares.
Through Auckland Council’s Natural
Environment Targeted Rate, a grid has
been created aiming to have traps every 50
metres over the whole peninsula. Council
had contacted householders in the properties selected by the grid and almost all had
agreed to take traps.

To ensure the traps were regularly
checked, they were fitted with simple radio
devices that could signal whether they had
been triggered, or if they had been re-baited,
so volunteers could be sent out, as required,
to maintain them.
“We asked whether this could be done
for Devonport, and Brett said it certainly
could,” says Cablk. “The funding is available thanks to the targeted rate, RTH has
the volunteers already in place and the
Devonport peninsula, with its natural barriers, is an ideal location.”
RTH hopes to have a further meeting
with Butland to start putting the eradication
plan into action. Cablk says he expects to
see the effects of the programme within as
little as two years.

Water leaks despite notification

A water pipe was leaking for six weeks during this summer’s drought – despite
a resident reporting the fault numerous times.
Michele Lennan first complained to Watercare in early February, when the
leak on the corner of Abbotsford Tce and Victoria Rd was a trickle. It gradually
turned into a steady flow.
“Every time you ring Watercare, you first listen to an automated message
saying there is a water shortage,” Lennan says.
She phoned again a fortnight later and was advised the job had been logged,
then again, shortly afterwards, and was told a digger had been booked for 9 March.
On 11 March, Lennan called and asked why the digger hadn’t come, and was
left a notice saying, “Job is currently on hold as excavation crew will attend in
due time.” The leak was eventually repaired on 19 March.
In late January, a neighbour complained about a leak on the opposite corner,
which had still not been fixed last week.
The Flagstaff is aware of other leaks, as well as large cracks appearing in
footpaths, as the North Island endures a lengthy drought.
The last edition (13 March) featured an article about Belmont residents alerting
Watercare to a major leak in Montgomery Rd, which was subsequently repaired.
Watercare says the drought has caused an unprecedented number of leaking
pipes, as the ground shrinks and breaks pipes. Extra staff had been employed
and repair crews are working long hours, media advisor Maxine Clayton says.
Leaks are fixed in order of priority.

Precious commodity... water flows onto the
street, despite a resident alerting Watercare

Open 8am–4:30pm and 9am–4:30pm Sundays and public holidays —
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Raranga Workshop Weaving Arts

Saturday April 4th 10am - 2pm.

Friends of Achilles Reserve
Sunday April 26th 3 - 4:30pm.

Devonport Primary School
Hall. Registration required.

Weeding and planning
with neighbours and local
birdlife. Meet at Seabreeze
entrance.

Your “Green” Thinking
Needed

Jutland Road Restoration

Sunday 5th April 3 - 4pm.

Saturday 18th April 4:30 - 6pm.

Community consultation
regarding our draft
comments to the Local Board
Plan. All welcome, venue TBC
Contact Lance.

Enjoy the beautiful view
across the estuaries near
sunset. Contribute to and
learn more about our
ecological restoration plans

Independent Financial Advice
Call me for a no obligations chat
email: david@davidsmart.co
Phone: 027 543 4455
www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

For further information please visit Restoring Takuranga
Hauraki’s Facebook page events. Or contact RTH
programme coordinator Lance Cablk
pestfreedevonport@gmail.com

Beautiful kitchens.
Built to last

www.neodesign.co.nz
SHOWROOM: 96 Hillside Rd,
Glenfield, Auckland
PHONE 09 443 4461

design

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY
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Cycle lanes big winner
in Lake Rd proposal

The $47-million Lake Rd improvements
package includes separated cycle lanes along
the peninsula, targeted transit lanes (T2 lanes),
safety improvements and intersection upgrades,
as well as a new shared walking/cycling path on
Bayswater Ave. New roadside electronic signs
will provide traffic updates.
Tel. (09) 445Auckland
6225 Tel.Transport
(09) 445 6225
11D Wynyard Street11D Wynyard Street
(AT) announced the latPART-TIME
Fax (09) 445
4223
Fax
(09)upgrade
445 4223
PO Box 32-249
PO Box 32-249
Tel. (09) 445 6225
Street
est version of the
last week. Residents
RECEPTIONIST
DX PB 68012
AucklandFax (09) 445 4223 DX PB
9Devonport, AucklandDevonport,
can68012
submit feedback
on the proposal until 12
New Zealand
New Zealand
April.
DX PB 68012
ckland
The public can also say how they want the
We are a small law firm situated
Belmont centre redeveloped, with new public
in Devonport. We are looking
spaces, relocated bus stops and improved pefor a part-time receptionist to
destrian crossings proposed.
work Tuesday
and Thursday
Draft
concept proposal
Buying extra land and road-widening have
9am to 5pm.
been rejected as part of the Lake Rd plan, as

Belmont Centre Improvements
No legal experience is required.

Design concept proposal for Belmont
You must be well presented
improvements in conjunction with
andRoad
have
a friendly telephone
Lake
Improvements

being too expensive and disruptive.
The separated cycle lane will run the length
of Lake Rd from Albert Rd to Esmonde Rd,
while the T2 transit lanes will go northwards
from Eversleigh Rd, through Esmonde Rd to
the motorway.
The enhancements planned for a revitalised
Belmont Centre precinct, include wider footpaths, new pedestrian crossings to the north of
the intersection and reconfigured parking.
The Lake Rd project timeline has consultation running through this month and next, a
summary report produced in May or June,
with construction of improvements to start in
mid-to-late 2021.
For more information and to make a submission, go to at.govt.nz/projects-roadworks.
What is proposed
• Improved streetscape
• Rose Gardens improved

manner.

• More and improved public space

• Rose Gardens park experience extended towards
Ifstreet
youedge
are interested in this
the

• Wider footpaths

position
please
email
• Footpaths
retained on
the west side,
widened
on the eastinfo@ajlaw.co.nz
side

• Safer intersection
• New pedestrian crossings to the north

• Newand
and additional
public
spaces andyou.
potential
we will
contact
for new landscape features

• Separated cycle lanes
• Reconfigured parking areas

• Parking retaine d on both sides of Lake Road and
other streets, reduced on the east side of Lake Road
• North and southbound cycle lanes through the
centre, two way cycle lane on Bayswater Avenue

Support
your
paper for
the price
of a cup
of coffee.

• Shorter pedestrian crossing distances at
intersection, new crossings at School Road
• Existing buildings retained or redeveloped
with active ground floor frontages

• Northbound bus stop relocated closer to the centre,
southbound bus stop moved onto Lake Road
• Vehicle lanes and turning reconfigured as shown
• Free left turns removed, replaced with new public
spaces and left turning lanes at the intersection
• Eastern slip road removed and incorporated into
southbound lanes, widened public space, cycle
lanes, bus stop and parking area; no median strip

Go to
devonportflagstaff.co.nz
and click on

‘Become a supporter’
at the top of the page.

New-look
Belmont... Cycle lanes are shown in green,
parking in blue.
Artistic impression of future Belmont Centre
KEY
looking
south above Lake
Road
Smaller
image:Pedestrian
An artist’s
impression of a future
Belmont
Centre,
Rose Gardens
crossing
Footpaths
looking
south. Cycle lanes
For more detailed information
Public space

Building frontages

go to AT.govt.nz/haveyoursay

Bennett and Wood at odds over plan
Parking

Bus stops

Planned Lake Rd improvements
have exposed a difference of opinion
between Devonport-Takapuna Local
Board chair Aidan Bennett and deputy
chair George Wood.
Bennett and Wood were on different
tickets prior to last year’s local-body
elections, but have since aligned on
the newly formed board, block-voting
on key decisions such as public
workshops and community forums.
However, Wood has criticised the
Auckland Transport $47 million plan
for Lake Rd for not providing bus
lanes. He also has concerns about
how traffic will thread through the

troublesome Belmont intersection.
But Bennett told a board meeting
last week that after 15 years of plans,
consultations and discussions, the
time for talking about the project was
over. Auckland Transport had come
up with a proposal which could be
tweaked by the public, but the money
needed to be spent on improvements.
Board member Jan O’Connor
criticised the plan as trying to achieve
too much, stretching to changes on
Bayswater Ave and Esmonde Rd.
The bus lane on Esmonde Rd would
be compromised by the changes,
she said.

March 27, 2020
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Roger was a true king of the mountain

At his second home… Roger Giles in typical pose at The Bunker on Takarunga
Roger Giles, the founding father of The
Bunker folk-music venue and unofficial
caretaker of Takarunga has died, aged 80.
Born in England, Giles grew up in a Berkshire pub run by his father, the scene of his
first encounters with live music.
Brought up in a small, country village, he
was always keen on the outdoors. And in the
early 60s, when working as a shepherd, he
met famous Kiwi sheerer Godfrey Bowen,
who was touring Europe. They talked about
New Zealand and shearing, prompting Giles
to travel around the world to experience it.
Once here, he quickly warmed to the Kiwi
shearers’ lifestyle “drinking and doing all
the things the shearers did in those days,”
he told the Flagstaff in a 2001 interview.
Moving to Devonport in 1966, he worked
on Auckland’s waterfront, in later years for
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
as an inspector.
The Bunker, which had been disused since
World War 11, was cleaned out by Giles and

his friends in 1970, and has been home of the
Devonport Folk Music Club since.
Members meet on Monday nights. International folk musicians have performed at
The Bunker, either at arranged gigs or just
jamming with members.
For years, Giles and partner Hilary Worsfold ran the show, with Giles starting every
club night with solo song, usually traditional
English folk.
For 50 years, Giles was also the unofficial
caretaker of Takarunga, walking around the
mountain with a rubbish bag in hand and
with his dog at his side. He also spent hours
hand-weeding the maunga.
In the early 1970s, he was closely involved in the Devonport Borough Council
decision to remove cattle from the mountain.
When the management of Auckland’s
volcanic cones transferred to the Tūpuna
Maunga Authority, it was a rocky few years
for traditional users, with leases needed and
volunteers’ traditional rights questioned.

Painting by David Kayrouz

Giles successfully negotiated a $1 a year
rental for the Devonport Folk Club, and car
access for members on the now pedestrianonly mountain. The Bunker (after a brief
closure to comply with fire regulations) has
remained open.
Giles was recognised with a North Shore
City Council award for services to the community in 2010.
In recent years, he was also instrumental
in establishing the Auckland Folk Festival
held at Kumeu, and Folk in the Park, an
annual event at Windsor Reserve.
Giles died peacefully at North Shore Hospice on 14 March, after a battle with cancer.
He did not want a funeral. However, family and friends are planning a celebration
of his life at a later date. The Flagstaff will
provide details when available.
• Do you have any memories and/or
photos of Roger Giles? Please email them
to news@devonportflagststaff.co.nz for our
next issue.
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Shore residents
most worried about
coastal impact of
climate change
Sea-level rises and erosion top
the list of concerns for North Shore
people when questioned about climate
change.
Coastal changes were rated as the
most important climate issue for 37 per
cent of Devonport-Takapuna residents
who took part in the Auckland Council
survey.
That compared with 20 per cent of
wider Auckland residents.
Other key areas of concern for
Devonport-Takapuna residents were:
access to public transport (34 per cent);
risks from flooding (32 per cent); and
effects on the local environment (29
per cent).
The survey was part of a council move
towards greater emphasis on climate
change in its decision-making.
The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board
raised concerns about air pollution in
Auckland and biosecurity risks being
exacerbated by climate change.
“A specific issue with Lake Pupuke
was highlighted, with the water level
rising from stormwater and runoff from
roads. This has been causing overflows
in some areas,” a council report says.
Coastal erosion and management of
stormwater were other top concerns
for the board. It wanted to see better
drain maintenance and storing of excess
rainwater.
“Improving access to public transport
was seen as a key to increasing usage.
“The board wants council to work with
Auckland Transport to provide charging
infrastructure for electric vehicles,
but did highlight concerns about their
affordability,” the report says.

National selects
North Shore candidate
The National Party has selected chartered
accountant and Waitemata District Health
Board executive Simon Watts as its candidate
for the blue-ribbon North Shore seat.
Northcote Point resident Watts was chosen
in a selection meeting of 60 party members
on 12 March, defeating a field of four rival
candidates, including former DevonportTakapuna Local Board member Joe Bergin
and Kaipātiki Local Board’s Danielle Grant.
North Shore National MP and former
cabinet minister Maggie Barry is retiring at
the general election in September.
Watts, deputy chief financial officer at
Waitemata DHB, was one of the unsuccessful
contenders for National’s Northcote candidacy
in 2018, when Dan Bidois was picked to
contest a by-election in the seat.
Married, with two sons, he has a strong
academic and financial background, having
worked in private and public sector roles
in the UK, New Zealand and Asia. He has
bachelor degrees in management, accounting
and finance, and health science. He worked
for the Royal Bank of Scotland in London, in
various management roles.
Watts returned to New Zealand with his
family in 2013 and took up a role at Counties

Shore seat... Simon Watts is
National’s North Shore candidate
Manukau DHB, moving to Waitemata in 2016.
He also joined St John as a frontline volunteer
ambulance officer, and now coordinates other
volunteers, as well as attending incidents.
Meanwhile, the Labour Party has confirmed
its previous candidate, Romy Udaga, will stand
again in the North Shore seat.

Hauraki toilet block priced at $264,000

A new toilet block for the Lake Town
Green Reserve at Hauraki Corner would
cost $264,000.
Public demand for toilets at the reserve
has been building over the years, especially
from parents with toddlers.
Auckland Council has investigated four
locations within the reserve, with a $264,000
concrete-style prefrabricated unit option

chosen as the safest, with the least impact
on the reserve.
However, “the impact on neighbours may
be contentious,” a report to a DevonportTakapuna Local Board workshop said. No
budget has been set aside for the project.
If it is approved for the 2020/2021 works
programme, public consultation and a more
detailed design will follow.

New Hearing Clinic in Devonport
Dr. Teresa Burns, Doctor of Audiology, will be offering a local clinic
once a month at 2 Fleet Street, Devonport, using the downstairs
room at Devonport Family Medicine, next to Labtests. Services
include hearing evaluations, hearing-aid fittings, adjustments and
repairs, tinnitus consultations and free hearing checks (age 18+).
Why fight the traffic on Lake Road when you can stay local?
Teresa is an audiologist with 25 years’ experience, a local resident
and an owner-operator. Get in touch if you would like more info.

Book in now – Next clinic is Friday 3 April.

475 9849
Devonport clinic:
2 Fleet Street, next to Labtests
www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Classifieds
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ACCOMMODATION.
2 bedroom Bayswater
home for Rent. Very Warm,
5 mins walk to Ferry. Available for long term rent. $580pw
Pets Negotiable. Email carolyn@carolynharper.co.nz
Accommodation. 3 bdrm
modern home overlooking
Ngataringa bay. 3 bathrooms,
courtyard and deck.
4-24 April. Kirsty 021 273 1195.
Anne Street- 2 bedroom
furnished apartment. Minimum
one month rental, available
from 23 March to 30 September
2020. Totally refurbished
accommodation, fully furnished
including white wear, beds &
linen. Full kitchen, two story,
separate entrance, quiet and
private. Suit single or business
couple. No Pets- Non smokers
only apply. See more details on
website: https://www.duckinn.
co.nz/ $650 per week. Ph Craig
027 299 2172.
Belmont Self-contained furnished 1-room studio w/ cooking
facilities. Laundry and garden
shared w/3 other. Seeking easy
going self-sufficient person who
enjoys simple life. $380 p.w.
Contact Jennifer 021 145 9042 or
jenniferh999@gmail.com.
Cheltenham Beach Studio.
Stunning studio with new fit-out
only metres from the beach.
Available for short or longterm holiday accommodation.
Self-contained with separate
access and private garden.
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full
bath, fully furnished Devonport house on Achilles Reserve
near Narrow Neck. More information go to www.devonporttuihouse.weebly.com or
www.sabbaticalhomes.com.
Devonport - Self-contained
one double bedroom fully furnished and equipped private
accommodation in shared family home. Suit single person
or couple. Handy to Devonport amenities/buses and
ferry service. Email Colin via
balgray@xtra.co.nz
Devonport Tudor Villa loft,
all-round sea views. Furnished,
serviced, sunny garden and verandah. Suits overseas visitors
or longer term negotiable. Available now through mid-Dec 027
545 3060.

ACCOMMODATION.
Garden apartment, Central
Devonport to let short or
long-term. Private, pretty, selfcontained, separate entrance. One
queen-size bedroom, dressing
room, sep bath and shower,
laundry, open-plan living/
kitchen/dining. Phone Deirdre,
021 414 090.
Holiday Accommodation,
Bayswater. Norwood studio. Private, well presented.
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation
Cheltenham, absolute
beachfront. One double and
two singles, shady setting, everything supplied.
Ph 027 425 3008.
London-Devonport house swap
December 2020/January 2021:
We’re seeking to swap our newly
renovated Devonport home (3
bdrm, 2 bthrm, large living)
and vehicle for a home/vehicle
in London for the whole of
December and January. Please
call Annie on 021 626 632 for
more information.
Stunning Cheltenham Beach
Cottage, metres from the beach.
Available for short or long-term
holiday accommodation. Beautifully refurbished, one bedroom, self-contained cottage
with a private garden. Phone
Rebekah 027 694 3933 or email
devonportbeks@gmail.com.
FOR RENT
Carport budget rental. Suit
camper or boat in Spring St. Tel:
445 2978.
Office / Creative Studio to rent.
163 Lake Road, Belmont. Contact: hello@threadroom.co.nz
REST HOMES
Ascot House Retirement
Home, quality care with dignity
in a friendly, family atmosphere.
Phone Shona, 445 2518.
Palm Grove Rest Home: A
non-institutional style home
providing compassionate,
holistic care. Soul food and
good people. Call Sharon ByronMcKay: 445 0009.
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SERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES OFFERED

TUITION

A1 Home cleaners Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful workers. All equipment supplied.
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on
022 073 1550.
Amazing home cleaning including windows. 15 years’ experience. References available, phone
027 492 6220.
Bathroom transformations.
High quality experienced tradesmen equals a high quality job.
Call Duane on 027 488 5578.
Concrete-laying specialist.
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom,
Exposed and trowel finishes.
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt
022 102 5700.
Custom-Made Lampshades An
easy & effective way to update
your interior decor! 20yrs+ local
known business serving commercial & residential customers,
specialising in new creations
or reviving old favourites &
vintage. Free quote & design
advice. Contact: Claire, Oscuro
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,
oscurolampshades@gmail.com,
www.oscuro.co.nz
D e v o n p o r t u p h o l s t e r y.
Recover specialist. Antiques
and contemporary styles.
Recycling furniture for 36 years.
John Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.
Devonport Window Repairs.
Sash and casement windows,
wooden doors. Rotten sills and
window components repaired
or replaced. General carpentry.
For your local window specialist. Phone Hubert Strang 446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Gardening help? Call the
WEEDS & WORMS team.
Local, experienced, efficient, reliable. Free quotes.
Jeni 021 951 153 or Kirstan
021 540 226.
Gardening. Do you need regular
help? No time for a tidy-up?
Let me help. Experienced gardener. Ph Carolyn on 446 6517 or
027 292 8167 for a free on-site
consultation.

Gardener Available Qualified and experienced landscape
designer. Enjoys getting his
hands dirty. Good plant knowledge. Hard-working, reliable and
creative with plantings. Contact
Paddy 022 502 2122 or 446 6188,
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gutter Guards / Gutter Cleaning LeafScreen Gutter Protection, Competitive Rates, Flagstaff
discount. info@leafscreen.co.nz,
0800 LEAFLESS (53 23 53)
Handyman. Mature professional in Devonport, Bayswater
area. Repairs, painting, those
jobs you just don’t have time
to do. Free quote. References.
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, alterations, and sketch designs. 30
years’ experience in heritage area.
First hour’s consultation free.
Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home cleaning, including windows. Experienced. References. Phone
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

Rotten wooden joinery etc
repaired by craftsmen builders
using marine glues and fillers
and treated timber. Call Duane on
027 488 5478.
Section services. Trees:
pruned, removed. Hedges:
trimmed, reduced. Section clean-ups. Ph Dom
027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local Concrete layer. Small job specialist.
Exposed, broom and trowel
finishes. Call Ben Shadbolt on
022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after
Devonport to Hauraki Corner.
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag,
0800 2684 824.

Mathematics Tuition Available
for years 9 to 13 by a retired
maths teacher. Phone Graeme
445 8575.TUITION
Learn the bagpipes! Beginners
of all ages welcome. Contact Lewis at lewismacd@gmail.com or
021 182 0566.
NCEA Maths Exam specialist. 100% Student pass rate in
2018 for all my level 1 and
3 students. Please ph Peter
021 0817 5037.
Open-air yoga class. Tuesdays
from March 31, 9.30-10.30am,
Balmain Reserve. Qualified
teacher, Sharon Byron McKay.
Payment by koha. BYO mat.
Check Facebook for weather
cancellations.
Piano Lessons. Piano & music
theory tuition from classically
trained pianist. Devonport-based
and can travel to your home.
Ph 021 079 0005 or email
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Piano Tuition Children from
5, adults of all ages and ability. Experienced teacher of 30
years. Preparation for exams and
competitions. Call Kay Troup 021 299 8968..ITION
Primary Tutor Maths, English, Health & Wellbeing and
Drama for 5-11-year-olds.
School prep also available. Visit
www.gschuwertutoring.com for
further details. 027 410 6871
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com
Sewing Classes Learn the sewing essentials through working on fun, creative projects.
Classes to suit a range of ages
and abilities. Get in touch:
hello@exhibit12.com or contact
Katie 021 124 2589.
S L S S S w i m S c h o o l , 11
Evan Street, Belmont (off
Eversleigh Road). Specialists in preschoolers. Phone
486 6728 for more info.
Vocal Coach Jenn Shelton, offering singing lessons to all ages and
abilities. Hauraki based.
jenn.shelton@gmail.com

TUITION

Adult beginners music:
Cello, piano, theory. Especially
tailored. harmonymusic@
hotmail.co.nz or Anne:
021 0306 436.
Art Classes Devonport
Community House: Friday
House/Pet Sitter. Mature wom- morning, mastering art. Ph: Lucy
an. Very experienced. References Bucknall - 09 446 0389.
& Police check. Please Contact:
Bonjour! Visiting France? A
021 071 6988.
Jones electrical. Domestic French student? Or a devout
and commercial electrician. Francophile? French tutoring Great rates, quick service. one-on-one or group sessions.
$40 per hour per person. Call
020 4154 5904.
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Let me mow your lawns and
trim your hedges. I live locally. German for KIDS (3-10 years)
Phone Chris from Lifestyle Plus Fun & Interactive & Professional
on 09-488-7279 or 027-245- Classes. Anita 021 0838 5288.
6264. Or you can email me on Guitar lessons. Private tuition
chris@lifestyleplusltd.nz. Refer- in Bayswater, near the school,
by experienced professional
ences available.
musician. Learn in a recording
Locksmith, Devonport’s studio atmosphere. All ages, all
o w n S c o t t R i c h a r d s o n . levels. Phone: 022 309 2272
Mob 021 976 607.
mint. HOME CLEANING L e a r n p i a n o / k e y b o a r d .
Your local cleaning couple is L e s s o n s f r o m $ 1 9 . 0 0 .
ready to deliver our 5-star shine P r i v a t e , P r o f e s s i o n a l ,
to your home. For weekly clean- A f f o r d a b l e , E n j o y m e n t
ing, Spring, Moving or Open- for all ages. Competitions,
Home cleans, and a FREE quote, Practical, Theory Exams.
NZ Modern School of Music
call Pat 09 415 0028.
0800-696-874.T

REAL ESTATE

Buying // Selling // Renting

SERVICES OFFERED
A1 Handyman Excellent work,
budget. No job too big or small.
Josh: 021 261 8322.

www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz
Licensed Agent, REAA

COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORT
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Devonport’s
Locksmith

RECOVER YOUR

LOUNGE SUITE

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

• New keys for
existing locks
• Lock repairs
• Installation

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

• Lock Hardware
Contact Scott on
IGNITE
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY
TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND

Assessment of Environmental Effects
03.07.2018

AWARD FURNITURE
Phone COLIN
on 480 PROOF
5864
A6 POSTCARD

021 976 607
445 3064

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning

72 Lake Road, Devonport

bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Ovlov Marine Ltd

.

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ
Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)













Real Estate Sales
Fixed Commission!!


Job
Number: 179763




We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple
cost effective alternative for selling your property.



• There are NO up-front fees

• Extensive marketing coverage. Full signage, colour flyers - all included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST


Which can save you thousands!!

• Personal service, you sell with the Agent you list with

• Joe Martin is an experienced agent, who has been selling


on the North Shore since 1995 including
10 years of


running his own successful company - Devonport Realty Ltd

$15,000 plus GST
Includes Advertising!
19 Years Selling Locally

www.sellingsimply.co.nz









142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven

0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

Mobile : 0274 326 731





Joe Martin

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

Selling Simply
www.sellingsimply.co.nz


Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Parking out front in loading zone

Ph (09) 377 4285 www.ovlov.co.nz





A simple cost

effective alternative

 to selling your

property


Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ



Selling Simply

Royal Design & Drapes





Hi,



Made to Measure
__________________________________________
We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

Please give me a call if you may be interested.
Curtains, roman
Blinds,
Regards Joe Martin
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds,
Mobile : 0274 326 731
shutters and tracks joe@sellingsimply.co.nz
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

15 yeaRs expeRience
royaldesign.gk@gmail.com
www.royaldesign.nz
Gabrielle 021 050 4961

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks
Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs
Driver’s licence certificates

Arcade
85The
Victoria
Rd
6 Wynyard
St,
Devonport
Devonport
Phone 215 9178

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY

NEW MOVIES

$10 Adult / $8 Child

RELEASE

The Humorist (M) 105 min

19 MAr

Queen and Slim (r13) 133 min

19 MAr

The Personal History of David Copperfield (PG) 120 min

26 MAr

Onward (G) 102 min

26 MAr

Prado Museum: A Collection of Wonders (E) 90 min
Miss Fisher and the Crypt of Tears (M) 109 min

*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE

FrEE vEnUE HIrE*
Birthday parties, Private
functions, Catering optional
*minimum spend applies

2 APr
23 APr

LIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS

FRI 8

MAY

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE
SHOW – 8:30PM

Hot & Flustered Shadowcast present
The rocky Horror Picture Show, who perform
the cult classic live on stage while the movie
plays behind them onscreen.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz
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Takapuna
School NewS
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Grammar
Mar 27, 2020

Takapuna Grammar School
International Food Market

on Friday 13 March, the annual Takapuna
Grammar School International Food Market
was back in full swing in the recreational area
for another lunchtime filled with delicious
delicacies from cultures and countries around
the world. From hangi at the Tu Tangata stall to
traditional Japanese curry and dango, students
were offered a selection of savoury and sweet
treats to purchase and enjoy on the benches.
This year, a total of seven stalls joined
the market and many students helping out
were dolled up in their stall’s traditional wear.
Music from around the world echoed through
the area, providing an even more global
atmosphere.
Head of Languages and Deputy Principal
Mr Jake Lamb found the event “absolutely
fantastic” and said that “it was great to see
students enjoying themselves with the sound
of different countries’ music in the background
and the beautiful food fragrances in the air.”
overall, the day was a success, and many
students left with full bellies and more
knowledge on foods from around the world
that they may not have heard of before.
BY WeNNA SooN
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Peer-Support
Success

The dedicated Year 13s and dainty Year 9s finally get
their sleep-ins!
That’s right – over 70 Year 13 students voluntarily came
in at 8:30 am every Wednesday morning to support and
help the new Year 9 students settle into Takapuna Grammar
School through the Peer Support Programme. The aim of
Peer Support is to make the transition into an intimidatingly
big and new high school as easy as possible for the Year 9s.
After going through training days themselves – over
the course of six weeks – the Year 13s were able to pass
on relevant knowledge to their peers on the importance of
holistic well-being. Not only was this an invaluable learning
opportunity for the junior students, but it also helped them
connect with each other on a whole different level.
Amelia Yamaguchi, a Year 9 student, says, “The Peer
Support Programme truly helped me settle down into TGS.
Not only did I make more friends, but my Peer Support
Leaders always made me feel comfortable. I’m so grateful
for the safe space I experienced through this programme.”
The Year 9s and 13s alike are appreciative of the bonds
they were able to make through Peer Support.
BY LAIBA BATooL
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Looking back – 20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
• Yachting supremo Sir Peter Blake puts
his Bayswater home on the market as he
leaves the country for England. One of
his final engagements is a speech to his
old school, Takapuna Grammar.
• St Leo’s is the only school on the peninsula still allowing smokers to puff
on school grounds, Belmont Primary
having banned smoking on its grounds.
• Police are still seeking the rapist of
a 21-year-old woman on St Leo’s
grounds in February.
• Devonport landscape designer Cilla
Cooper wins gold at the Landscapes
Industries Association of New Zealand
Awards.
• Torpedo Bay land, previously occupied
by the Navy, will be opened to public
access from March 20, allowing people to walk around Maungauika from
Torpedo Bay, and vice versa.
• A “granite” stone next to the WJ Scott
fountain in Clarence St is identified by
a geologist as basalt.
• Takapuna Grammar School plans to Flagstaff interview... Vic Trayes
raise $1.5 million to construct a facility marking the school’s 75th Jubilee • Calliope Sea Scouts are looking at restablishin 2002.
ing, and the group has called a public meeting
to discuss proposals.
• More than $25,000 is stolen from the
Devonport Bar and Brasserie on Victo- • Oscar, the Devonport 3-Cinemas cat, meets
ria Rd after offenders break in through
the back door overnight.
• Soccer player Riley Webster is selected
for the New Zealand 16th grade development team.
• Around 100 eels are killed in a Belmont
stream by chemical run-off from a roofcleaning company.
• Four Devonport street signs disappear.
They will cost $1500 each to replace.

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your
appointment now

445 0097

info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

his match with the arrival of two mice to
promote the movie Stuart Little.
•Vic Trayes, a lifelong Devonport resident,
is the Flagstaff interview subject.
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Buck brought back, but no players

The opportunity to be coached by All
Black great Wayne Shelford in a new national competition would have seemed like
a dream opportunity.
But a team he has signed up to coach at
North Shore Rugby Club is struggling for
numbers.
Shelford was to have coached Shore’s
85kg side this year – with the aim of competing in a New Zealand-first national competition for the weight grade.
But indications early in the season are that
North Shore won’t have a side at all.
“I’ve put my name forward, and we’ve

been looking everywhere for players, but
it looks like we may not be able to field a
team,” he says.
North Shore had one of the most succesfull under-85kg sides in the country
several years ago, under player-coach Travis
Keane, winning numerous North Harbour
championships.
But after Burns left the club a few years
ago, numbers dwindled as players aged.
Shelford said the difficulties fielding a
85kg side were indicative of the problems
attracting players to the club generally.
“We live on a peninsula – trying to get

back for training at 6pm is not easy.”
The numbers of players coming from
Takapuna Grammar back to North Shore
each year was also falling, with many potential players leaving the area for work
or study.
Super Rugby franchises were also scouting widely over all schools. In 2019, North
Shore “lost” three boys from Takapuna
Grammar: two to the Crusaders development
programme and one to the Brumbies.
• With the Covid-19 outbreak doubts hang
over whether this competition will go ahead
in 2020.

Clear View
Web Design
• Excellent
customer service
• In business
for 12+ years
• Local provider
• Cutting-edge
website design
• App and software development

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

Have your say...

Lake Road Improvements

Speak to the project team at one of the public drop-in sessions
or complete the online feedback form at AT.govt.nz/haveyoursay

Artist impression
Lake Road/Jutland
Road intersection
J005263_09.03.20

Auckland Transport is proposing
upgrades to Lake Road –
this includes new separated cycling
facilities, transit lanes and
intersection upgrades for
Bayswater Avenue and Esmonde
Road, plus a Belmont
Centre upgrade. Consultation
on the proposals is open until
Sunday, 12 April 2020.
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BAYSWATER | 1/38A NORWOOD ROAD | Feel the Love!
Lovingly created in 1929 and recently remodelled this majestic grand old lady stands gracefully
on a corner site proudly offering your lucky family the opportunity of a lifetime. Delight in lavish
sophistication throughout the five bedrooms and two living areas and spacious grounds.
Rejoice in the beautifully crafted chefs kitchen and the stunning bathrooms and breathtaking features throughout this wonderfully 300sqm spacious family residence. Enjoy an
extraordinary life together relishing in what truly is a beautiful place to call home.

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355
LewisGuy@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUN A 9 1 6 6 0 0 0

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9949 | VIEW | SUN 12.15 - 1 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
SET DATE OF SALE | CLOSES WEDNESDAY 22 APRIL 2020 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Clifftop | Panoramic View | Water Access
Sharply priced by motivated vendor.
Absolute waterfront position, breath taking harbour
panoramas and views to the America’s Cup base
Set on a 1189sqm (approx) section. 293sqm five
bedroom family home.

VIEW | SUN 1 - 1.45 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | $2.550M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60580
PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188 | 445 3414

DEVONPORT | 15A ASCOT AVENUE | A Contemporary Sanctuarys
Rarely does a two bedroom, two bathroom property
of this nature come to the market positioned for sun
and enjoying a quiet, serene environment. Boasting
attention to detail at every turn and beautifully
considered for easy modern day living, this unique
property presents a special opportunity in the heart
of desirable Narrow Neck. Summer starts here!

VIEW | SAT/SUN 1.15 - 2 PM
OR BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60588
KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

p re m iu m.co.n z | Fin e Homes | Fin e A pa rt m e n t s | Fin e L if e s t y le s
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

