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TGS rowing from strength to strength

Strong-armed... Evan Williams (left) and Jacob Davey take out the national under-17 double-sculls 
title, topping a winning month on the water for Takapuna Grammar School (TGS) rowers. To page 2.

$47 million for Lake Rd but nothing for Belmont
A $40,000 consultation to improve Bel-

mont Centre is underway. But while the 
Lake Rd improvement, have a $47 million 
budget, nothing has been set aside specifi-

cally for the town centre, it has been revealed.  
The lack of targeted money for Belmont 

centre improvements stunned a number of 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board members 

at its meeting last week. 
Separated cycleways have been confirmed 

in Auckland Transport’s plans for Lake Rd. 

Gary Potter 
021 953 021

Glenice Taylor 
021 943 021

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

Spacious Central 
Devonport Villa

36 Church Street

Final Viewings
Auction Sunday 8th March 1pm
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09 445 9800

The old Devonport Borough 
Council Building at 3 Victoria Rd 
became vacant on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied 
for 599 days. Auckland Council 
development arm Panuku is working 
through the future options for the 
building.

3 Victoria Rd: 
empty for 
599 days

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com
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Takapuna Grammar struck gold last 
weekend with Evan Williams and Jacob 
Davey winning the under-17 double sculls 
at the national schools rowing champion-
ships.

It’s been a winning month for Williams, 
who also won gold in the under-18 single 
sculls (division one) at the Auckland cham-
pionships, and placing third in the men’s 
under-20 single sculls in the national club 
championships held on Lake Karapiro on 
22 and 23 February. 

TGS students also claimed silver na-
tionally in the female intermediate coxed 
quadruple sculls (Imogen Butcher, Anna-
belle Knowles, Skye Lang, Daisy Butcher 
and Nicolette Grant), bronze in the male 
novice double sculls (Fritze Andrae and 
Dylan Chamberlain) and bronze in the male 
intermediate coxed quad sculls (Connor 
Bacchus, Mika Hessling, Sam Barningham, 
Oliver Ng and Jacob Hamlin).

Meanwhile, at a Lake Pupuke regatta 
on 15 February, TGS rowed its way to 15 
podium finishes and 52 medals and was 
crowned 2020 Auckland Head of the Har-
bour champions.

Thirty-one schools and 854 athletes com-
peted in 108 races, with the TGS girls crews 
collectively finishing third overall and the 
boys placing fourth.

Among top results, Annabelle Knowles 
and Skye Lang won the girls under-15 
double sculls (division one) and TGS teams 
won the boys under-16 coxed double sculls 
(division one), girls under-17 coxed quad 
sculls (division one) and girls under-15 
coxed octuple sculls (division one).

NZ’s number 1 friendly 
and reliable companion 

driving service

Driving Miss Daisy 
Devonport

Call Marie today 
09 486 5074

Winners on the water… Evan Williams (left) and Jacob Davey

Rowing gold for Grammar 
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 Cemetery ‘needs heritage plan and better maintenance’ 

Dilapidated war graves at Bayswater’s 
O’Neill’s Point cemetery are in for a spruce-
up ahead of Anzac Day, with a former RSA 
president labelling those with falling head-
stones “a disgrace”.

While the council maintains grass and 
weeds, a heritage plan and better care for the 
whole cemetery are needed, RSA member 
Chris Mullane says.

If the families of the deceased are in Auck-
land, especially Pacific Island families, they 
tend to care for the graves, he says. However, 
the descendants of some people buried in the 
cemetery may not be in the country or there 
may be no descendants, Mullane says.

The historic cemetery has a number of 
military graves. Of those, 53 are maintained 
by the Commonwealth War Graves Commis-
sion. However, the organisation only cares 
for the tombs of soldiers who died within set 
timeframes after the wars.

The grave of a soldier who died from 
injuries even a day outside the time frames 
would not be maintained – which doesn’t 
seem fair, Mullane says.

A group of volunteers has formed to look 
after military graves and its local chapter, 
the New Zealand Remembrance Army, is 
working with the Devonport RSA and the 
Navy on a Bayswater working bee.

Organiser Rebecca Nelson is aiming 
for the clean-up of the cemetery’s military 
graves to be held in March, ahead of Anzac 
Day, although the date was still to be con-
firmed at press time.

Volunteers will be trained on how to do the 
work in a respectful manner. Where possible, 

the RSA is contacting families ahead of the 
working bee.

As preparation, RSA and Navy personnel 
have collated records of soldiers and family 
members of soldiers in the cemetery.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board mem-
ber George Wood raised the issue of the state 
of the cemetery at an 18 February board 
meeting, leading to a discussion of the need 
for a heritage plan for it and the cemetery 
on Takarunga.

Wood told the Flagstaff he is dismayed 
by the state of the cemetery lychgate, an 
old-English style of covered gate where 
pall-bearers can pause in wet weather. Its 
boards are coming apart and the apex is held 

together with plastic tape. 
Wood would like to see maintenance on 

the lychgate, a rotting fence, and in places 
where weeds and trees are destroying graves 
and paths. 

Bayswater used to be called O’Neill’s 
Point after the family that farmed there, 
several generations of whom are buried in 
the cemetery.

Auckland Council did not respond to 
questions by deadline.

If you have a family member who served 
in the military and is buried in the cem-
etery, or you would like to volunteer at a 
working bee, email the Devonport RSA at  
office@devonportrsa.co.nz

Care required... Devonport RSA’s Chris Mullane, pictured with his dog Rocci, would like the council to look 
after all the graves at the O’Neill’s Point cemetery, some of which are derelict

A Cook Islands family has raised $2000 
to restore the headstone of a war veteran’s 
grave after they were dismayed at its state 
of neglect.

Sergeant Beni Banaba left the Cook 
Islands to join the New Zealand army in 
World War 1, serving in Palestine and 
Egypt. 

He died at the Narrow Neck military 
camp in 1917 and was buried at O’Neill’s 
Point Cemetery.

When the family visited his headstone 
in 2019, they were disturbed by what they 
found.

“The headstone was old and dilapidated, 
words were old and worn, as if the mana 
of our tupuna was losing its status,” family 
member Theresa Tarani Greig says.

Conjecture surrounded whether the 
grave was being cared for by government 
agencies, with the family getting advice 
that it wasn’t.

So they decided to refurbish the grave 
themselves.

 “Bullets don’t discriminate,” Tarani 
Greig says.

The family is holding a ceremony to 
unveil the grave on Anzac Day.

Family saddened at state of veteran’s grave
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Separated cycle lanes confirmed 
as Lake Rd priorities take shape

Protected cycle lanes along Lake Rd are 
a priority in the $47 million upgrade of the 
arterial route, according to Auckland Trans-
port (AT).

The Flagstaff revealed the cycleway plans 
last November, after obtaining documents 
under the Official Information Act.

The move towards separate cycle lanes 
is confirmed in papers AT presented to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board earlier 
this month.

“Safety is a major focus for AT, so the im-
provements aim to make people using Lake 
Rd safer, regardless of their mode of travel,” 
AT says.

With high volumes of traffic, this means 
physically protected cycle lanes, safer pedes-
trian crossings and safer intersections are need-
ed,” the memo from AT manager of strategic 
projects Daniel Newcombe said.

“It is worth noting, of the 28 serious crashes 
in the area over the last 10 years, 10 of the 

casualties were pedestrians or cyclists.”
The Lake Rd upgrade has been in the pipeline 

for years, and has moved from being primarily a 
project to move more cars along Lake Rd to a more 
holistic approach to transport.

“The proposed improvements will give travel-
lers within the Devonport Peninsula more genuine 
travel choices,” Newcombe said. “Feedback from 
the community was that people desired ways of 
travelling locally without having to rely on a car 
and getting caught up in traffic congestion.” 

AT’s proposed improvements include:
• New transit lanes targeting the most congested 

parts of Esmonde Rd and Lake Rd.
• Upgrading the existing Lake Rd cycle lanes to 

make them safer.
• Implementing new cycle lanes on Bayswater 

Ave.

• Upgrading the Belmont shops area (in 
conjunction with Auckland Council). 

• Safer and more efficient intersections.
• New technology (such as electronic road 

signs and apps) to provide travellers with up-
to-date information.

“AT’s emerging concepts are targeted to 
be delivered over the next few years, without 
requiring additional land or substantial road-
works,” Newcombe said. 

AT is also investigating the possibility of 
undergrounding power lines on Lake Rd in 
the vicinity of Takapuna Grammar.

Further consultation with the public will 
take place in March and April, then the 
proposals will be refined before a final plan 
is completed in mid-2020. Detailed design 
would then start in 2020/2021, with construc-
tion to follow.  

Belmont centre snag: “Where’s the 
money?” asks local-board member

Plans to redevelop the Belmont centre, 
alongside the Lake Rd upgrade, are well 
advanced, but Auckland Transport (AT) has 
admitted a likely hitch with funding.

Seeing an opportunity to improve Belmont 
as part of the Lake Rd upgrade, the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board put $40,000 
towards an improvement plan. 

AT has been meeting with residents and 
businesses in the area and come up with 
ideas to improve Belmont. The plan would 
include creating a slow-speed environment, 
with improved pedestrian crossings; increas-
ing and improving public spaces; increasing 
the prominence of the Rose Gardens and 
expanding and upgrading other public spac-
es; integrated bus stops; and incorporating 
redeveloped buildings and shops, which will 
make use of new building-height allowances.

However an AT report says the $47 million 
budget for Lake Rd improvements is confined 

to just that. 
“This is limited to the core transport im-

provements. Funding of streetscape upgrades 
and work substantially beyond the core trans-
port improvements will not be covered by the 
budget,” a report to the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board said.

Board member Trish Deans was shocked 
by the revelation, saying if the project was not 
in council’s budget it wouldn’t be progressed.

“Where’s the money?”  Deans said. 
AT’s leader of the Lake Rd project Daniel 

Newcombe muddied the waters somewhat, 
telling the board there was a possibility of 
some of the $47 million could be left over 
for Belmont improvements. It depended on 
the final costings of the Lake Rd plan, and 
also the cost of the Belmont improvements.

Toni van Tonder said the consultation with 
the public and others over the project had been 
extremely positive. 

Independent Financial Advice
Call me for a no obligations chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

A TAKARUNGA PLAYCENTRE FUNDRAISER

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna
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Sun 15 March at 2.30pm
PROGRAMME

Lilburn  Aotearoa Overture
Vaughan Williams Violin Concerto in D minor

Elgar Serenade for Strings Op 20 in E minor
Dvorák Symphony No 8 Op 88 G major

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Street, Auckland City

SOLOIST 
Tessa Petersen

CONDUCTOR 
Peter Thomas

Takapuna Grammar 1st XI boys played an 
Alumni XI cricket game on Waitangi Day with 
92-year-old Bill Crump, the star of the show. 
Crump, arrived in playing whites from 1945, 
his last year at TGS.

After leaving school, he played for 16 years 
at North Shore Cricket Club, alongside the likes 
of Jack Cowie and Verdun Scott. 

TGS cricketers through the 
generations… Bill Crump (centre) 
with (left) Jack Clough (class of 
2021), who captained TGS for the 
game, and Hamish Grant (class of 
2007), who captained the Alumni

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

Bill, aged 92, 
stumps up for 
alumni match   

Photo: Gillian Scott

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Property sales and 
prices rebounding

We are seeing a real rebound in property sales and prices as 
demand outstrips supply in many areas. Investors are also 
prominent across the whole country looking for some sort 
of yield. 
This is all despite some concerns about a drought-led 
slowdown, along with the virus reducing trade and tourism. 
New Zealand is still seen as a safe place to be, and generally 
well watered,  so property remains a very sought-after asset 
class. 
As a result of this demand, banks are snowed under with 
pre-approvals and applications, so allow five to 10 business 
days to get a mortgage approved. 
We are happy to help source any sort of finance required.



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 6 February 28, 2020

By Rob 
Drent

The Flagstaff Notes

The realities of Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board representation hit home to new 
members last week when the zero budget 
for improvements to the Belmont centre 
were revealed.

During the board’s previous term, 
members strategically set aside $40,000 
to integrate changes and improvements to 
Belmont to dovetail in with the $47 million 
being spent by Auckland Transport on Lake 
Rd.

Eminently sensible planning by the board, 
until it was revealed last week – deep into the 
consultation process – that there is actually 
no money to pay for any changes at Belmont, 
other than work on Lake Rd itself.

Council tends to forget that the residents, 
business owners and other “stakeholders” 
often put many hours of their own time into 
these consultations, while council officers 

and board members are all paid.
Two decades ago, at least two lengthy 

community consultations were held over a 
proposed Bayswater ferry terminal. Plans 
were drawn up, but 20 years later, nothing 
has happened. The terminal plan has 
effectively been mothballed – it’s on the 
council books, but not in its 10-year budget.

I wonder how those people who put in 
consultation hours on the terminal feel now 
about the wasted time.

The 2020 bean counters at Auckland 
Council would say consultation comes first, 
followed by costings, then business case, 
then budget.

I go back to the simple houseowner 
comparison. How many residents would 
spend money on architect’s plans to renovate 
their home if they didn’t have a budget for 
the improvements?

My worry is the local-board attempt to get 
all the work at Belmont and Lake Rd done 
together will come to nought, especially with 
the pressure to spent any spare rates money 
in West and South Auckland.

Some older residents will remember the 
North Shore City Clean Beaches campaign 

20 years ago, during current local-board 
member George Wood’s tenure as mayor. 
The official line was no spending on 
anything else but infrastructure repairs as 
people wanted clean beaches. 

We ran full-page advertisements in the 
Flagstaff on council progress cleaning up an 
antiquated sewerage system. Main pipework 
was replaced, and residents perhaps recall 
getting their property connections to the 
main sewer line – and having to call a 
plumber to tinker around with gulley traps 
to stop stormwater getting in. A huge amount 
was spent on improving pump stations 
between Devonport and Takapuna and the 
wider network.

Flash forward 20 years, and Takapuna 
Beach is still polluted to a degree unpalatable 
to most residents.  I can’t get much sense out 
of council on the work done 20 years ago. 
Either it wasn’t done well enough and there 
are still residual faults. Or, in the interim, 
council hasn’t been vigiliant enough policing 
new or potentially illegal connections to the 
system. It could be a combination of both. 
Either way, council needs to take greater 
responsibility historically for the mess we 
are in today.

It was like one of those fish-falling-from-
the-skies scenes from the Ripley’s Believe 
It or Not series. 

A reader called in to alert us to a dozen 
or so crayfish of various sizes scattered on 
rocks between the Calliope Sea Scouts hall 
and Devonport Yacht Club. 

She was planning to ring authorities to 
check if the crays had died from pollution, 
but suspected they were the remains of 
an over-the-legal-limit catch dumped 
by a fisherman spooked by the possible 
apprehension by fisheries officers. I tend to 
support the dumping scenario. Overfishing 
is no doubt rife.

2A FLEET STREET, 
DEVONPORT

PH 09 445 4574

AFTERBEFORE tamdentaldevonport@gmail.com

 

 

 

BELMONT PRIMARY
SCHOOL

KIDS’ FUN FAIR 
& BATTLE OF THE SCHOOLS

SATURDAY 
MARCH 7 2020
11AM TO 4PM

Entertain the kids  
(and yourselves!) on  
Saturday, 7 March with:
•  Loads of games and 

prizes — don’t miss  
our latest interactive story  
experience 

•  A range of delicious  
lunch options, including 
dumplings and sushi

•  Battle of the Schools 
(think Top Town for kids!)

•  Pre-loved kids’ toys and 
books (as well as books 
for grown-ups)

•  Plus more — check us out 
on Facebook at Belmont 
Primary School Fair PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY @BPSFAIRNICOLA JONES INSURANCE
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 36 Calliope Road

5 2 3 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 19 Mar 2020

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.45pm

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Versatile villa close to the village

From the street this classic 1902 villa with its ornate filigree has all the hallmarks of its bygone era,

but when you step inside you will feel the difference. Whilst the villa character has been retained, the

home has been very stylishly renovated throughout. It is light-filled, spacious and offers so much

more than the classic villa layout. The welcoming entrance draws you into the family living at heart

of the home, which flows out to a wonderfully sunny north-facing deck with views out over the

garden below. The upper floor offers wonderful spaces to be together as a family, as well as three

bedrooms but the real extra is what you get downstairs – it’s almost another home! With its own

entrance, two bedrooms plus living area it is perfect for visiting friends and family or Airbnb.

bayleys.co.nz/1470299

bayleys.co.nz
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School centenary celebrated with guests and kapa haka

Celebration assembly… Vauxhall principal Gary Lawrence with 
long-serving deputy principal Sue Roberts

With one voice… Kapa haka performers to the fore
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A former All Black, a cross-Tasman rower 
and the current TGS head girl all shared memo-
ries of their Vauxhall School days at a centenary 
assembly.

Don McKay, Shaun Quincey and Catherine 
Fairbairn, joined former principals Jenny Ans-
tiss, Maggie Twaddle, Peter Mulcahy  and Aaron 
Kemp as special guests at the assembly.

Time capsules were also opened by former 
pupils at the school who placed them in 1995 – 
the school’s 75th anniversary.

McKay, a 1961-63 All Black and former 
long-time pharmacist at Hauraki Corner, said 
his years at Vauxhall School were some of the 
best of his life. When people asked where he 
went to school, he said Vauxhall Primary. “They 
would say, ‘what about secondary?’ and I’d say 
everything is secondary to Vauxhall.”

Some of his time as a student at Vauxhall 
were during the Second World War. He recalled 
air-raid shelter drills and the Home Guard taking 
pupils swimming once a week at Narrow Neck 
Beach, which was fenced off with barbed wire 
during the war. Local kids still went swimming 
every day, said McKay. “We knew all the weak 
spots [in the fencing].

He remembered swimming laps at the open-
ing of Vauxhall School’s pool, then the first one 
to be built at a primary school in New Zealand. 

McKay encouraged kids at the school to have 
big dreams. He dreamed of becoming a phar-
macist and an All Black and both eventuated.

Quincey, who rowed solo from Australia to 
New Zealand, remembered one of his early days 
at Vauxhall, when he drew on the carpet with 
a crayon and started crying. His teacher said: 
“Tears aren’t going to get the mark out of the 
carpet Shaun...”

He also took part in the Vauxhall School tree 
challenge – in which  adventurers would climb 
from tree to tree around the school’s perimeter. 
He fell out of the trees on two separate occa-
sions, breaking his right and left arm. 

The emphasis on reading, writing and music, 
“and the open-plan classrooms” were very 
special, recalled Quincey.

Fairbairn said she discovered numerous na-
tive tree names within her first few days, learnt 
how to play netball and made friends for life 
with fellow students.

A significant change during Twaddle’s tenure 
as principal (1997-2001) was co-opting male 
members of the Navy to help out with sports 
coaching at lunchtimes, as the school had no 
male teachers at the time. Vauxhall was the first 
school to have a sleepover at the Navy marae.

Mulcahy (2001-2005) said Vauxhall was the 
first school to adopt Travelwise (walking school 
buses) across the Shore and received a national 
award from the government. 

The time capsules were full of sealed tubes 
decorated by students. Inside the tubes were 
letters, pieces of work, photos, newspaper clip-
pings and other memorabilia that the students 
of 1995 had sent to themselves to open in 2020. 
In a number of student workbooks, the children 
had written about themselves.

Principal Gary Lawrence said:“Our ex-stu-

Memories include WWII swims and a risky ‘tree challenge’

Legacy… former principals (from left) Maggie Twaddle, Peter Mulcahy, 
Aaron Kemp, and Jenny Anstiss and are welcomed onto Vauxhall School 
grounds

Blast from the past...             
Shaun Quincey, with tubes sealed 
in 1995 by pupils 
Right: Former All Black  
Don McKay

dents are coming into school to open and explore 
their capsules. We are then going to be sharing 
the time capsules with all our children and they 
will be using them in class as resources and 
inspiration for many of the learning experiences 
we have in store this year as part of our 2020 
centenary school theme of ‘changes’.”
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Stop searching. Start living. 
Welcome to Oneoneroa, where life meets style.

This brand new community is nestled on the northern shore of the Waitemata 
Harbour. These stylish terraced homes are built to the highest standards and 
spoilt with stunning surrounds - all within 10 minutes of the CBD.

We have 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms available right now, so get in touch today.  
The only thing missing in this beautiful seaside community is you.

oneoneroa.co.nz

N
G
W
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4
4

Michael Swarbrick
M: 021 888 133

oneoneroa@harcourts.co.nz
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Victoria Mules
M: 021 679 349

Jemma Glancy
M: 021 246 5300

oneoneroa@harcourts.co.nz
Licensed Agents REAA 2008
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Tyres vandalised on Victoria Rd
Letters

I’ve not put electronic pen to paper for a 
while, but a part of your editorial in the 14 
February edition piqued my interest.

You mention in your piece a number 
of road names in the area that have been 
changed over time, but without the attendant 
backstory as to why and how those changes 
were made. 

You then go on to suggest that maybe it’s 
time to change the name of King Edward Pde 
and Queens Pde – based, it would seem, on 
the fading connection to Britain.

Surely, this is attempting to block out a 
relevant time in the evolution and history 
of not only Devonport, but of New Zealand 
as a whole? 

Whilst there is much to regret with a 
backward glace at the worst excesses of 
colonialism, it is still an important phase in 
the development of the area in which we live. 
What would be achieved by changing the 
names of these local roads, other than denying 
their relevance to the place we all call home?

I’m a fan of looking forward rather than 
backward, whilst respecting the phases of 
history prior to our time here. I’m not sure 
what you would achieve by attempting to 
paint over an important link to Britain that has 
existed for over 200 years and, with the ad-
vent of Brexit, has every chance of flourishing 
again in the future – at least in terms of trade.
Tim Lofts 

It is heart-warming to read that the De-
vonport Flagstaff will henceforth use only 
the Māori names for our celebrated local 
maunga. 

It would also be good to acknowledge 
Takararo, aka Mt Cambria. 

Indeed, the three volcanoes were originally 
named Takararo (the hill below), Takarunga 
(the hill above) and Takapuna (the hill with 
the spring), now known as Maungauika, the 
spring no longer in evidence. 
Red Lunday de Waal

On Friday 14 February, I was staying 
overnight with a sick friend at  66 Victoria 
Rd. On Saturday morning, after driving a 
short distance, I noticed something amiss 
with the car. 

Two tyres were flat. I called the AA and 
they found the tyres had been stabbed with 
a sharp knife. Later, a neighbour told me 
he called 111 in the early hours of Saturday 
morning and confronted a group of goons 
who had climbed up the bank near my car, 
ripping foliage. Then he discovered damage 
to his car parked on Kerr St. I have a ‘dis-
abled’  sign in my car but that did not deter 

the miscreants. I have reported it to police, 
and it is considered a burglary as it was on 
private property 

My insurance does not cover my tyres, 
and the neighbour is not covered either, so 
it has been a very expensive exercise for an 
elderly pensioner.  
Judy McGrath

On Anniversary Day, I saw four 
tourist buses at one time on Mt 
Takarunga.Would this be the reason 
for shutting out the locals ?   

  Alec Hill

Tourist buses 
swarm 

Takarunga summit

What’s achieved by painting over the past?

Another local maunga’s Maori name

Harcourts Devonport Tides
©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Nicole Plewinski PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E nicole.plewinski@harcourts.co.nz

Following his “recent walk along the Hol-
lyford track”, Managing Editor Rob Drent’s 
name-change epiphany extended, so he 
reveals in his 14 February editorial, beyond 
Mt Victoria and North Head to include King 
Edward Pde and Queens Pde also.  The latter 
two because, he feels, “these names have 
increasingly less relevance as our connection 
to Britain fades”.  

Well, Rob’s memory may be fading with 
passing years, but history is history. The 
connection with Britain will always be there, 
whether the Managing Editor likes it or not. 
Hopefully that decision won’t be his. Maybe 
Rob should reflect on something he can 
change, like the rather ‘imperial’ title of his 
own news sheet – ‘The Devonport Flagstaff’? 
John Robertson 

A name change for 
the Flagstaff too?
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www.fireflynz.com 
22 Wynyard St, Devonport | 09 446 0934
Offers valid 29th Feb – 28th March 2020, or while stocks last

Firefly are proud to host a 
presentation by designer 

David Trubridge on  
Thursday 19th March, 

6pm

CALL US NOW TO BOOK 
YOUR PLACEUP TO 60% OFF

L I G H T I N G  •  F U R N I T U R E  •  F A B R I C S  •  W A L L P A P E R

S A L E

Bodyline – With Guy Body

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BYPROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

Serving You First

SONIC 
Friday 6 March, 7:00pm–10:00pm 

Band Rotunda, Windsor Reserve, Devonport
Sonic is a new outdoor music event happening in 
Devonport this summer. This youth-led event is a 
collaboration between local high-school students 

and the wider community, creating an all-ages event 
with a unique voice. Featuring a line-up of young and 

emerging artists, Sonic will showcase a range of Ta-maki 
Makarau’s finest new pop, soul and funk acts. Line-up 

includes: LOU’ANA, Gretel, Holly Afoa

KIDS ATHLETICS SERIES 
Tuesdays, until 24 Mar, 4pm–6pm 

Vauxhall Sports Reserve (rugby club grounds)
Primary school aged kids can have a go at a variety  

of athletic activities for free in a non-competitive  
environment including high jump, long jump,  

running races, agility games and more. 
For more info contact Maria or Carolyn ph: 445 9533  

or email: maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

SUMMER FUN PRESCHOOL  
PLAY MORNINGS

Tuesdays (@ Windsor Reserve) & Thursdays  
(@ Bayswater Park), 9:30am–11:00am

Summer Fun Preschool Play mornings are a fun time 
for preschoolers to play with big toys, be active and 
make new friends. Caregiver supervision is required, 

and sessions are weather dependent.  
For more info, visit devonportpeninsulatrust.nz.  

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date  
with any changes.

STREET GET-TOGETHERS 
Devonport Peninsula Trust has some funding  

available to encourage people living in the Devonport 
peninsula area (Devonport to Hauraki Corner)  

to get together with their neighbours to develop 
neighbourhood connections.  

For further info please contact Maria on ph: 445 9533 
or email maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Letters 
to the Editor

Letters are welcome.  They should be on  
Devonport-related topics. Nom-de-plumes or 
submissions without a name will not be printed.  
Email to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz or post to  
Devonport Flagstaff, PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 
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Ruby Judson is a girl on a 
mission to change the world. 
And with a growing list of 
presentations and national 
conferences coming up in just 
the first half of this year, she’s 
taking determined steps to get 
her message out there.  

First stop it’s the capital, 
then the US, and maybe Fin-
land next.

This week, Ruby was 
proudly – and excitedly – 
taking her place alongside 
the line-up of policymakers, 
leaders, artists and “doers 
and thinkers” from many 
cultures who convened at 
a conference in Wellington 
with an international focus on 
the many vexing social issues 
of our world. 

The Talanoa Mau – ‘We 
need to Talk’ conference at Te 
Papa is part of Wellington’s 
annual Festival of the Arts. 

She told the conference: “I 
am Ruby Judson, I’m 13, and I am working 
hard on a long-term project to help young 
people celebrate the strengths that unite us and 
the differences that make us unique. I believe 
that conversations and deep listening are the 
only way to destroy prejudice.”

Working hard is something of an under-
statement for this highly motivated teenager 
who has a very intimidating ‘to do’  list.

Ruby says her passion for making change 
was ignited in 2018, when she had the oppor-
tunity to be one of four Kiwi kids selected to 
attend a month-long camp in Indonesia, run 
by the organisation  Children’s International 
Summer Villages (CISV). 

The concept behind the camps is to foster 
intercultural understanding and friendship 
as a step towards world peace, by bringing 

together kids from across the world to 
learn, to make lasting friends and to become 
ambassadors within youth. 

Everyone selected was 11 years old at 
the time. “It’s an age when you are open to 
change,” says Ruby. 

It was the “best month of my life,” she 
says of the experience, where she started to 
build an international network of like-mind-
ed kids.

“It opened my eyes and made me notice. 
When I returned home I was frustrated by 
some of the things I had seen and heard 
around me. But I was also hopeful that life 
doesn’t have to be like this. Young people 
are naturally empathetic and there is a 

potential for a kind and peaceful world.”
When the Flagstaff caught up with Ruby, 

she was taking time out from her conference 
preparations to pack for a weekend camp 
with a local offshoot of CISV. 

Ruby is a third-generation Devonport 
girl, but her family has just returned after 
a couple of years living in Mangawhai in 
time for her to start secondary school at 
Takapuna Grammar.

It was while they were living further 
north that Ruby grabbed the chance to be 
part of a change-making exercise through 
the Future Problem Solving competitions 
that challenge kids internationally to come 
up with scenarios and solutions. 

Ruby and her team at Mangawhai School 
were the national winners, and they’ll be 
competing together again  at Massachusetts 
University in Boston in June. 

Last year, Ruby and her team of five 
12-year-old classmates found their winning 
theme in the aftermath of the Christchurch 
terror attack, and started to put together their 
entry for the problem-solving challenge.

“The attack was terrifying and I was 
horrified that it happened in New Zealand. 
At first I thought this could never happen 
anywhere near the small Northland town I 
was living in. But the more I investigated 
prejudice in Mangawhai, the more I found 
that hateful stereotyping existed there. And 
Northland also has the highest youth suicide 
rate in the world. 

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

Teen’s hopes for a better world go global
Ruby Judson is passionate about working for change – and is getting some great opportunities to spread her 
messages, here and overseas. Helen Vause talks to the 13-year-old Takapuna Grammar student about her 
determination to make a difference – and her admiration for that other young activist, Greta Thunberg. 

Spreading the word... Ruby Judson and her teammates are off to 
Boston after winning a problem-solving competition 
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“Seemingly insignificant, casual racist 
and prejudiced remarks dehumanise people 
and disconnect us. Prejudice makes us feel 
painfully alone.”

Realising that all was not well in their 
own backyard, the primary-school team 
began working on a concept that they hope 
will be developed as a system to connect 
young people to break down prejudice, 
challenge stereotypes and  celebrate di-
versity. 

The tight problem-solving school group 
may have been children, but between them 
they had a range of skills and stories. One of 
the team had worked through gender change 
from girl to boy and was concerned about 
attitudes to gender diversity; another boy 
had been angered by the anti-gay sentiments 
he was hearing at school; another was a 
musician who wrote a song to accompany 
a video they produced to help carry their 
message to other young people. 

The kids conducted community surveys 
and interviewed leading figures in their 
region in health and education. They called 
community meetings to try to explore lo-
cal attitudes, and discovered that getting 
like-minded people together was easier than 
attracting others in the community who they 
believed could be promoting prejudices. 

“We were really shocked by some of the 
awful comments we did collect anonymous-
ly from people who used comment boxes 
we put out to express racial and other strong 
prejudices.”

Their winning entry from the competition 

is envisaged to be a resource for schools and 
young people. 

 They came up with a series of child-friend-
ly ‘strength cards’ with each card featuring 
a quality such as resilience, courage, hon-
esty or creativity to be used in groups to 
encourage discussions to explore personal 
strengths. 

Ruby designed the cards, which could 
carry a QR code to link to a website where 
kids will be able to hear stories about oth-
ers successfully building on their personal 
strengths. 

Ruby hopes the cards will be published 
and a website launched and that she will be 
taking the workshop concept around New 
Zealand schools to encourage kids to talk 
about diversity in society. 

She sees the project as a resource for 
schools that has been developed by kids to 
support and encourage youth to examine 
their thinking and be part of making change. 

A lot of work lies ahead for Ruby and her 
group though, and despite her passion, she 
acknowledges she’s taking on more than an 
adult-sized challenge. 

The next date in the spotlight for Ruby 
and her problem-solving crew is at the 
New Zealand Institute of Wellbeing and 
Resilience national conference for educators 
in April.

Then it’s presenting in Boston, possibly  
followed by another youth summer camp 
in Finland.

So how will she keep all these balls in 
the air and keep up with the regular life of 

a teen schoolgirl. 
“I’m very determined,” says Ruby. And 

that’s her message to other kids who’d 
like to be part of the movement for social 
change that’s calling increasingly younger 
kids worldwide.

“Just find something that you are really 
passionate about. When things get difficult 
it’s easier to keep going when your heart is 
really in it. You just have to keep going and 
going and never give up. You have to have 
hope too. At 13 it can be hard to keep up 
optimism and hope.”

Unsurprisingly, Ruby is a big fan of 
the Swedish climate activist and Nobel 
Peace Prize nominee, 17-year-old  Greta 
Thunberg. 

“It’s incredible to see how much hate 
she gets sometimes. But then you realise 
it is because she is being heard and she is 
making a difference and challenging how 
people are thinking.”

No one has to look far for examples of  
what Ruby is talking about changing, she 
says: “I was on the bus back from school 
last week and my friend was talking about 
how, because of the coronavirus, every time 
an Asian-looking person walks past her, 
she covers her mouth with her top. And she 
said that if someone Asian sat next to her at 
school she would move. 

“Racism isn’t something we can easily 
escape. Racists aren’t always the monsters 
in the corner. Prejudice and racism are made 
up of fear and lack of knowledge. That’s 
something that can affect all of us.”
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Familiar faces vie to replace Maggie Barry 
Past and present local politicians Joseph 

(Joe) Bergin and Danielle Grant have con-
firmed they are seeking selection as the Na-
tional Party candidate in the true-blue North 
Shore seat.

Former National cabinet minister Maggie 
Barry, who has held the seat since 2011, an-
nounced last November that she would retire 
from politics at this year’s general election. 
Nominations for the National candidacy were 
due to close last week. A candidate-selection  
meeting will be held on 12 March.   

Grant is in her third term on the Kaipatiki 
Local Board, is currently deputy chair and was 
previously chair of the board in a shared term.

She also worked as a communications 
advisor in Maggie Barry’s North Shore of-

fice, helping constituents and liaising with 
government agencies, such as Housing New 
Zealand and Inland Revenue.

In her time with Kaipatiki Local Board, 
she has advocated for better coordination of 
public transport to solve issues of congestion, 
driven discretionary funding of $50,000 per 
year to work with individual Wairau Valley 
businesses on plans to stop polluting the 
creek and Milford Beach, supported pest-free 
initiatives and been involved in responses to 
kauri dieback.

Bergin, a Takapuna resident, was 18 when 
first elected to the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board in 2010 and served two terms.

In that time, Bergin, now 27, served for 
18 months as chair, sharing the term with 

Mike Cohen.
The Devonport Library and Takapuna 

Beach playground were built in that time, 
plus a lease signed for Shore Junction youth 
innovation hub. 

Meanwhile, the council’s bid to develop 
Takapuna Beach Holiday Park was defeated 
amid community uproar.

Bergin, who is now working as a lawyer 
specialising in resource management and 
large projects for Buddle Findlay, is proud 
of gains for youth in his tenure, including 
Shore Junction and the Local Economic 
Development Action Plan, which addressed 
youth employment and under-employment.

Bergin is on the Shore Junction steering 
group and chairs the North Shore Fund.

Community forums, where residents can 
bend their local politicians’ ears on matters 
such as Lake Rd congestion or weed control, 
may be held in different locations in the area.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
discussed options, including Belmont’s Rose 
Centre and Sunnynook Community Centre, 
at its 11 February public-excluded workshop.

Members agreed to trial one off-site meet-
ing this year, with the aim of reaching a wider 
cross-section of the community.

The Rose Centre could possibly attract 

Expressions of interest will be sought 
soon from potential lessees of the 
former Devonport Bowling club at 
Devonport Domain.

Auckland Council officers will then 
report back to the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board. 

some of the young families in the area, a 
report to the workshop said.

The meetings are usually held at 1 The 
Strand, Takapuna.

If the board finds the off-site forum suc-
cessful, it will look at two off-site meetings 
in 2021.

A final decision will be made at the board’s 
March meeting. 

Rose Centre manager John Davies had not 
been approached about hosting a community 
forum, but thought it was a good idea.

Rose Centre mooted for community forum Potential 
bowling club users  

will be asked  
to register interest 

Tūpuna Maunga Authority Consultation
Draft Tūpuna Maunga Operational Plan 2020/2021

The Tūpuna Maunga Authority welcomes public feedback on 
the Draft Tūpuna Maunga Operational Plan 2020/2021, which sets 
out the Authority’s expectations for the management of the Tūpuna 
Maunga of Tāmaki Makaurau / Auckland and associated projects 
and programmes during the financial year July 2020 to June 2021. 

The plan also provides indicative long-term funding information 
for the financial years 2022/2023 through to 2027/2028.

Online submissions

You can read and submit on the Draft Tūpuna Maunga 
Operational Plan 2020/2021 alongside Auckland Council’s 
Annual Budget 2020/2021 online at  
www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/tupunamaunga.  
Online submissions close 22 March 2020. 

Email submissions

Alternatively, you may send written feedback directly to  
the Tūpuna Maunga Authority via email to  
MaungaAuthority@aklc.govt.nz by 22 March 2020. 

Hearing of written submissions

The Authority will also convene a public hui on written 
submissions commencing 11am, 17 March 2020 at the Reception 
Lounge, Auckland Town Hall, Queen Street.  If you wish to 
speak to your written submission at the hearing, please email 

MaungaAuthority@aklc.govt.nz by 11 March 2020. Presentations 
at the hearing will be for a maximum of 10 minutes (including 
questions) and repetition of submissions will be avoided.     

Event consultation

You can view hardcopies of the Draft Tūpuna Maunga 
Operational Plan 2020/21, speak with Authority representatives, 
and complete feedback forms at the following events:

•  29 February 2020 11am – 4pm, Māngere Mountain, Māngere 
Bridge, at the “Love Your Maunga” community event 

•  15 March 2020 10.30am to 1.30pm at Pukewīwī/Puketāpapa/
Mt Roskill, Mt Roskill

•  21 March 2020 12pm to 3.30pm at Maungauika/North Head, 
Devonport

Copies of the draft plan and feedback forms will also be 
available at Te Ipu Kōrero o Maungawhau / Maungawhau Visitor 
Experience Centre on Maungawhau / Mt Eden and at local 
libraries and Auckland Council Service Centres from  
26 February to 22 March 2020. 

Find out more:  
phone 09 301 0101 or  
visit www.maunga.nz
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Ian Cunliffe & Diana Murray

IAN CUNLIFFE 027 227 9322
DIANA MURRAY 021 911 522

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

NEW DIGITAL PROJECTOR
The latest digital projector will 

soon be installed at The Vic 
Lounge cinema allowing a fuller 
range of films to be screened at 

the highest digital quality.
A DCI digital projector will bring 

in the latest films, including a 
much wider range of art-house 
movies. It means all movies will 
be delivered as digital files and 

can be played in The Vic’s  
four cinemas at the same  
consistent high standard.

The new projector will mean 
the wonderful painting of Mary 

Pickford, the 1920s silent  ‘queen 
of the movies’, will have to be 

moved. This was painted for The 
Vic for the 2014 Devonport Arts 
Festival by street artist Compo-
nent and originally hung on the 

exterior of the building.
She will be rehung on the landing 
of the main staircase where she 
will be able to gaze down on the 
posters of modern movie stars.

COMING UP @ THE VIC
3 March  10.30am & 12.30pm  
Seaweek  Special Screening of  
three short films celebrating the 

oceans and the magnificent crea-
tures that live there.  The Shark 

Feeders and  Aotearoa – Land of 
Ice and Fire  were made by Robin 

Kewell, who returns to The Vic 
with this wonderful celebration  

of our seas. DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

Clear View 
Web Design

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

ContaCt David 021 281 3207
dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz

•  Excellent  
customer service

•  In business  
for 12+ years

•  Local provider

•  Cutting-edge  
website design

• App and software development

A collective bid that would return Devon-
port’s information centre to Victoria Rd is 
unlikely to succeed, it seems. 

Council-controlled organisation Panuku 
received 10 expressions of interest in October 
2019 for a short-term lease on 3 Victoria Rd.

Four months later, general manager assets 
and delivery Marian Webb says it is finalising 
the process and will contact applicants soon.

The Depot Artspace’s Lynn Lawton led a 
community consortium, including the infor-
mation centre, bidding for a longer lease on 
the building, so the information centre and 
other groups could operate through the 2021 
America’s Cup.

Lawton says discussions with Panuku indi-
cate it does not want to budge on a six-month 
lease, saying council will know by then what 
its plans are for the building.

But it could be months after that, before 
councilacts on those plans, Lawton says. 

“It is a lost opportunity,” he says, especial-

ly with ATEED [Auckland Tourism Events 
and Economic Development supporting the 
Devonport Business Improvement District 
$500,000 America’s Cup events programme.

“Surely a venue like this would be critical 
to support those events,” he says. 

“Potentially there would be the information 
centre, along with kiosks representing the cul-
tural, historic and artistic places in Devonport.”

Lawton is frustrated his plea to the newly 
elected Devonport-Takapuna Local Board to 
get the building returned to community use 
– which the board rather than Panuku would 
controlm – does not appear to have gained 
support.

Another sticking point is that Panuku wants 
the lessee to take responsibility for the quake-
prone building, whereas the community groups 
wanted the council to take on liability.

The building was vacated, and the infor-
mation centre moved out, when it received an 
earthquake notice on 9 July 2018.

Community bid for council        
building unlikely to succeed

Part-Time
Receptionist
Wednesday-Friday

(approx 20 hours per week)
Job-share role.

Computer experience required.

Please email  
letter of interest and CV to

linda@devonportphysio.co.nz
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Takapuna 27 Clifton Road

4 3 2 2

Expressions of Interest (unless sold prior)

Closing 3pm, Wed 18 Mar 2020

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSun 11.30am-12.30pm

or by appointment

Patricia Hinchey027 222 3367

patricia.hinchey@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Te Mahoe - A cherished family home

Loved by the same family for 42 years and with captivating sea and island views. Sitting proudly on

a 1504sqm level clifftop site with stunning Takapuna beach only metres down the road you will love

the exclusive lifestyle and prestigious location this solid two storied home has to offer. Built in 1913

when quality was assured the home is full of many original features. Walk through the double french

doors onto the secure, flat and level garden. The formal dining, impressive entrance foyer, media

room, office, separate laundry and full bathroom all showcase the quality and and opulent style the

current owners have added over their many happy years here. Now it is your turn to make your own

happy family memories. A rare opportunity indeed and not one to be missed!

bayleys.co.nz/1470296

bayleys.co.nz
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Native trees on a Cheltenham street have 
provided hours of summer fun for local 
children who have crafted their own forts. 

A colourfully decorated puriri tree is one 
of the first things you see as you walk along 
Sinclair St. 

Gabby (11), Lili (10) and Trixie (8) 
first decided to build a fort when they saw 
the remains of an old tree house outside 
neighbour Barry Watkin’s house. 

“Barry made a treehouse for his children 
20 or 30 years ago. We asked Barry’s son 
about it one day and he said, ‘Oh, it’s great, 
I remember sitting in it when I was a kid.’ 
It’s been there for ages,” says Gabby. 

“That’s when I turned to Lili and Trixie 
and said that if you want to do something 
you should just do it.” 

The girls’ first fort attempt didn’t last 
very long. 

“When all of our stuff fell down we 
decided that we would try again with 
everything that we had, and Barry helped 
us make some swings.”

Bright scarves, buckets and pullies made 
from rope, and dishwasher cutlery holders 
were some of the materials used. 

Watkin found some old wood that he cut 
up for the girls to use as swings. 

“The wood is some old Kauri that I found 
under the house. I cut the wood, but Gabby 
sands it all down herself,” he says. 

“I had built the original treehouse about 
20 years ago, but ended up taking most 
of it down. I think it’s great that the girls 
are rebuilding it. It means they’re outside 
instead of in front of a screen.” 

Gabby says that she was aware it was 
important that they didn’t use any nails that 
might harm the native tree.  

When neighbour Eric Nancekivell (4) 
spotted the fort, he decided he would 
like to make one of his own.  He used the 

pohutukawa tree in his backyard and, with 
the help of his parents, is currently working 
on the final touches. 

Eric also decided against using nails. 
Gabby, Lili and Trixie say they spent 

many hours in their fort over the school 

holidays, mostly having picnics. 
“That’s why we have to have the pullies… 

to get the food and cutlery up,” Gabby says. 
The girls, along with Eric, continue to 

make additions to the forts, and have even 
built a third, outside Lili’s house.

Native trees offer all forts of fun 

Construction crew... (clockwise from left) Gabby (on swing, foreground), 
Trixie, Lili, Eric and Lucia 

Open 8am–4:30pm and 9am–4:30pm Sundays and public holidays —



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 29 Green PagesFebruary 28, 2020

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friends of Achilles Reserve
Saturday Feb 29 4:30-6pm
Achilles Reserve

Devonport Peninsula Pest
Free Strategy Meeting
Wednesday March 4 7-8:30pm
Fort Takapuna, The Barracks

RTH Network Meeting
“Urban Native Tree Cover”
Wednesday March 11 7-8:30pm
Fort Takapuna, The Barracks

Pest Free Ngataringa Point
Organising Meeting
TBC contact Lance Cablk for 
details

Weekly Weeding Group
Every Friday 9-10am
Achilles Reserve

Jutland Rd Restoration
Saturday March 14 4:30-6pm
Jutland Rd Reserve

Growing Native Plants
In Devonport
Tuesday March 17 9-10am
Ngataringa Organic Gardens

Raranga Workshop - 
Harakeke Weaving Arts
Ngataringa Organic Gardens
Registration Required, Times TBC

Nature Photography:
What To Look For
Sunday March 21 4-6pm
Jutland Rd Reserve

Ecology Bike Along The Bays
Sunday March 29 6-7:15pm
Kawerau Avenue

For further information please visit Restoring Takarunga Hauraki’s 
FaceBook Page events. Or contact RTH Programme Coordinator 

Lance Cablk pestfreedevonport@gmail.com

A new gardening group has established 
a native seedling plot at the Ngataringa 
Organic Garden. 

The Devonport Native Nursery Group 
was set up last month by Restoring 
Takarunga Hauraki to collect and plant 
native seedlings that will eventually 
be transplanted into local reserves and 
gardens. 

Spearheaded by local Louise Cotterall, 
other members include Celia Walker, 
Maria Murphy, Lance Cablk and Martha 
Cablk. 

The group is currently in the early stages 
of collecting and planting seedlings into a 
shade house at the organic garden. 

The overall aim, the group says, is to 
protect the coastal-fringe ecosystem. 

“We have collected seeds from along 
Shoal Bay, because we really want to plant 
along there. Especially things like the salt 
marsh ribbonwood,” says Cotterall. 

“One of the key parts of this is to protect 
that shoreline, estuary and bird habitat.” 

Seedlings have also been gathered from 
local maunga and Paddy’s Bush reserve. 

Murphy has been working on building 
a relationship with the Navy marae and 
local tangata whenua who are supportive 
of the project. 

“It’s about respect and biculturalism, 
including tangata whenua in our kaupapa 
with indigenous plants. We can actually go 
about negotiating some really great things 
for the community through a partnership 
with them,” says Murphy. 

“I am Maori, and I specialise in the 
medicinal properties of native plants like 
harakeke. In Devonport, this is going to 
be just amazing. These plants can support 
the immune system and fight diseases. I’m 
surprised because there’s a lot of people 
who don’t know about this, but this is 
just stuff that I grew up with and that my 
mother taught me.”

The group has also consulted Derek 
Craig, the restoration nursery manager 
of the Kaipatiki Project, on which plants 
to grow. 

Salt marsh ribbonwood, harakeke, koro-
miko, whau and puriri have been planted. 

Cotterall says that it will be between one 
and three years before anything is ready 
to plant out, but they have high hopes for 
the nursery project. 

“We’re in it for the long haul,” she says. 
By Emelia Lake 

Seedlings plot set up to help boost coastal ecosystem 

Nursery team... (Left to right), 
Louise Cotterall, Maria Murphy 
and Martha Cablk
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Do you have children going into Year 7  
or Year 9 in 2021?  

Don’t miss our upcoming information evenings! Come and 
hear about our unique Middle School environment that 
sets us apart and keeps them together.

Year 7 Information Evening Thursday 5 March 7-8pm 
Year 9 Information Evening Monday 16 March 7-8pm

Register to attend at kristin.school.nz or call our 
Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Progress with vision,
integrity and love.

A dedicated 
Middle School 
for Year 7-10.
It’s learning 
evolved.
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Support 
your  

paper for 
the price 
of a cup 

of coffee. 

Go to
devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  
‘Become a supporter’  
at the top of the page.
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Design concepts 1/2 page 

Huge savings on seconds, samples and floor stock. 

In-store deals only at 18 Barry’s Point Road, Takapuna.
designconcepts.co.nz

Relocation 

S A L E

The game is very complementary to other 
sports and develops aerobic capacity, speed, 
balance and hand-eye coordination, not to 
mention being great fun!  As an indoor sport, 
it’s never cancelled and is a rain/hail-or-shine 
activity.
We have a fantastic facility at the Devonport 
Squash Club, and we have been working 
hard to develop our Junior Club facilities and 
programmes.  We have just completed an 
upgrade of all three courts and now have the 
services of top-level coaching provided by 
Manu Yam and the team at MYSquashCoach.  
Devonport local Sam Sayes provides expert 
coaching for our juniors!
The club has the following programmes 
scheduled for 2020: all programmes are at 
the Devonport Squash Club on Wairoa Rd, 
and are fully supervised in our secure club 
environment.  Rackets and balls are available 
for all programmes – just bring non-marking 
shoes and get into it!
Contact Junior Convener Hamish Wilson 
021 241 3923.

Get your kids active all year and fit 
with Squash – we have options for all 
levels and a wonderful, safe facility.  If 
you would like to discuss or get more 
information, contact Dave Edwards  
021 331 971.

www.devonportsquash.org.nz

69 Wairoa Road
Narrow Neck, Devonport 

Phone 445 1040

Squash has been rated as the ‘Healthiest Sport in the World ‘ by Forbes Magazine!

•  After-school programme – Mondays 
4-5 pm – Great introductory program to 
start kids on their squash journey.

•  Holiday programmes – run every school 
– holiday period – ideal for players of all 
levels, from beginners to experienced.

•  Individual and group private coaching 
– for all levels from beginner though 
to elite levels. Contact club coach  
Manu Yam 021 886 583. 

•  Saturday Afternoon Junior Social 
event – Saturdays 4pm–6pm – for 
members and non-members,  and a great 
chance for juniors of all abilities to mix on 
the squash courts and to take advantage 
of the great facilities in the club lounge 
(pool/table tennis etc).  Fully supervised!

Junior Squash at the Devonport Squash Club
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More than 40 Devonport ferry sailings 
were cancelled in January, Fullers’ data 
reveals.

One in 10 January sailings were more 
than five minutes late or, sometimes, ear-
ly, the ferry company’s online dashboard 
shows.

Cross-harbour Devonport sailings to-
talled 2560 for the month.

Fullers gave advance notice of three 
cancellations of 6am Devonport services 

last week due to cruise ships arriving.
The pre-arranged cancellations – aimed 

at reducing disruption – were recommend-
ed by a working group involving Fullers, 
Auckland Transport (AT), Ports of Auck-
land and the cruise-ship industry. 

In addition, the arrival times of two 
cruise ships, scheduled to berth at Princes 
Wharf East, were brought forward by 
30 minutes to minimise the impact on 
morning peak-hour services, AT’s Mark 
Hannan says.

For the remainder of the cruise-ship 
season, arrivals at the Auckland Ferry 
Terminal will be brought forward where 
possible, Hannan says.

Fullers 360 chief executive Mike Horne 
says it wants a permanent restriction to ship 
movements in the ferry basin from 6am 
to ensure less disruption for commuters. 
Currently, the restriction is from 7.30am 
to 9am on weekdays. 

One cruise-ship captain has been warned 
this year for leaving seven minutes early, 
AT says.

Devonport commuters have been in-
creasingly frustrated with late and can-
celled ferries, and are expressing regular 
complaints on social media. 

Late and cancelled ferries 
irk commuters

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY

SHOWROOM:  96 Hillside Rd, 
Glenfield, Auckland 
PHONE 09 443 4461     

designBeautiful kitchens. 
Built to last

www.neodesign.co.nz

 
Enrolment for Out of Zone 

Students for 2019  
 

Devonport Primary School  
invites applications for  

out of zone enrolments in  
Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

for 2019  
 

Applications close: 17th Oct  
Ballot Date (if required) - 24th Oct  

 
Please contact the school for  

application forms, or an  
opportunity to visit.  

445 0183 
office@devonport.school.nz 

www.devonportschool.nz 
  

ENROLMENTS TERM 2 2020
Enrolment at the school is governed by 
an enrolment scheme, details of which 

are available from the school office.
Applications for out-of-zone places in  

all years are now being invited for those 
students who will become eligible 
for enrolment during the period  

28 April to 3 July 2020.
The deadline for receipt of applications  
for out-of-zone places is 28 April 2020.

If a ballot for out-of-zone places is required, 
it will be held on 28 April 2020.  

Parents will be informed of the outcome  
of the ballot within three school days 

of the ballot being held.
If you live in the home zone and have 

not yet signalled your intention to enrol 
your child later this year, please contact 

the school immediately to assist us  
to plan appropriately.

The Board of Trustees will also 
hold multiple ballots throughout 2020  

to enable out-of-zone children to  
continue to enrol in 2020.

World Day of
Prayer Service

6 March, 10 am 
St Francis de 

Sales & All Souls
Catholic Church

2 Albert Rd, Devonport
ALL WELCOME
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Concrete Work

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
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for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements
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Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
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All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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AUTO

CENTRE
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1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Want more business locally?

Advertise locally!
Reach your Devonport Peninsula 

customers  cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Bluegrass on dry grass… (from left to right) Colin Speir, Cameron Bennett, Pete Parnhan and John Olding 
(Bluegrass and Beyond)

Folkies converge on Windsor reserve 

Hats off to the musicians… Helen Harman with dog Zorro (at left) and Pat and Mike Habgood

A crowd of around three hundred enjoyed 
the summer sounds at the annual Folk in the 
Park concert held at Windsor Reserve on 16 
February.

Photos: Keeley Watson
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Laid-back vibe… the Folk in the Park crowd (above), while Diane Ponzio performs (below)
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Kia ora Mayor Goff
When I communicated with you in August 

2019, at your request, the historic building at 3 
Victoria Road, Devonport, had been vacant for 
more than 400 days. 

As of this week, this building has now been 
vacant for almost 600 days.

What interests the Devonport community is 
that about two weeks after that previous email 
to you, Panuku advertised in the Devonport 
Flagstaff asking for expressions of interest to use 
the building. I, as an interested community user 
and volunteer at the evicted information centre, 
contributed towards a fairly extensive business 
case to Panuku for the return of 3 Victoria Rd 
to community use. We have had the courtesy of 
hearing nothing.

When will you, Mayor Goff, come to Devon-
port to hear the concerns of the community for 
the return and use of this historic building instead 
of leaving it to sit empty and more dilapidated 
than it already is?  This is a disgrace in what 
you claim to want Auckland to be... a vibrant 
and visitor-friendly city.

I note that towards the end of 2019, con-
tractors cleared out the building, including 
two kitchen refrigerators and other office-type 
property that was used by and belonged to 
community organisations when the building 
was in use by a number of groups, including 
the info centre.

There continues to be many community 
groups, including several I am involved in, 

Opinion 

wanting to use the building on a weekly and 
monthly basis.  Never mind the info centre, 
which continues to be manned totally by vol-
unteers at a most unsuitable site hidden away 
off the main street in an arcade.

In January 2018, when the info centre was 
at 3 Victoria Rd, we had 2318 guest walk-ins.

 In January 2020, in the present arcade site and 
when the cruise ship season is at its peak, there 
have been 864 guest walk-ins for the month.

We are all becoming very frustrated  and an-
gry that 3 Victoria Road continues to sit vacant 
and unused now for almost 600 days.

When will you, your council and Panuku 
have the decency to respond to requests to 
use, and to meet the needs and wishes of the 
Devonport community?

A petition signed by more than 1000 De-
vonport residents that was presented to both 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board and the 
heritage panel of Auckland Council in June 2018 
remains buried and unresponded to.

I ask that you schedule a visit to Devonport 
ASAP to discuss these issues with the commu-
nity. Especially as it was you in your election 
campaign dialogue, who stated clearly to me 
when asked about the vacant 3 Victoria Rd 
site that you would be “very concerned” to 
know of a building remaining empty for such 
a length of time.

I look forward to your response and your visit 
to our Devonport community.
Yours sincerely, Lynn Dawson

The council-owned building at 3 Victoria Rd has been empty for almost 600 
days. Lynn Dawson, a volunteer at the Devonport visitor centre, which used 
to be located in the building, has written an open letter to Mayor Phil Goff.

Devonport Rotary has got back into 
the year picking up on a number 
of projects we had underway in 
2019 and are hopeful to see further 
progress on the Pump Park as well 
as the reassembly of the playground 
in Santo.
One of the highlights of last year was 
the success of the Devonport Fine 
Homes Tour. We thank everyone 
who purchased a ticket, opened their 
home or sponsored/supported the 
club. The event raised in excess of 
$50,000, with $10,000 being donated 
to Dementia Auckland as well as 
funds going back to the local schools 
through the sharing of proceeds from 
the sale of tickets.
We also received a wonderful letter 
from Dementia Auckland and it 
states…
“We can’t say thank you enough.”
“On behalf of Dementia Auckland, we 
want to express our sincere gratitude 
for your generous donation of $10,000 
from the Devonport Fine Homes 
event.
Someone affected by a diagnosis 
of dementia steps into a journey of 
uncertainty and change every day,  and 
they do so with dignity and courage. 
Because of this valuable funding, we 
are able to continue providing much-
needed services across Auckland and 
help those who reach out to us for 
support and guidance on dementia.”
If you would like to learn more about 
the club, and what we are up to, you 
are invited to join us at one of our 
meetings on a Monday evening.

Contact us at info@devonportrotary.co.nz  
or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz  

if you would like more info.

This month’s column 
was sponsored by 
Bayleys Real Estate  
and Ryman Healthcare

Join us for a compelling hour with Annah and her team as they speak to us about Annah’s story 
of success, her charity RAW, and a showcase of her clothing collection with styling tips to help 

revitalise your signature style! 

Annah Stretton is one of New Zealand’s most enduring fashion designers and business entrepreneurs 
with twelve clothing stores across the country. She is also a hugely successful philanthropist, business 

mentor, publisher, speaker, author and advocate for the advancement of women. 

This event is not to be missed!

Thursday 5 September, 10am 
The Rose Centre, School Road, Devonport

’s
R AW  T R U T H

’s
R AW  T R U T H

To reserve your seat please phone 
Mark or Janet on 445 0909 by 
Tuesday 3 September

7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport 
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Ryman proposing changes to a public road

Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Survivors reunion held at Motuihe

Motuihe Island in the Waitemata Harbour 
was known as “The Rock” to more than 
15,000 new naval recruits who trained there 
between 1942 and 1963.

This month, more than 100 “Survivors of 
the Rock” reunited on Motuihe and once 
again, the matelots (sailors) climbed the 
notorious hill to what was the site of HMNZS 
Tamaki in those days.

Most hadn’t been back to the Rock since 
that basic naval training, but this time, they 
didn’t have to carry up two buckets of wet 
sand or fall in and run a circuit of the island.

The exchange of dits (stories) flowed 
among the veterans as they gathered for a 
ceremonial unveiling of a memorial plaque 
and were addressed by the Chief of Navy, 
Rear Admiral David Proctor, followed by a 
karakia in Maori.

The plaque says, ”This memorial marks 
the site of HMNZS Tamaki where more than 
15,000 recruits undertook their naval 
training during the establishment’s 22 years 
on Motuihe Island. This commemorative 
plaque is dedicated to the officers, 
instructors, ship’s company and trainees 
who served here. Their Spirit lives on. 
Pursue the path of excellence” 

One of the oldest 
survivors at the reunion, 
former sailor Brian Breen 
(now 94 years old), did his 
basic training on the Rock 
when he was 16 years old.

He says his most 
enduring memories were 
the experiences from, 
“learning to do as I was 
told, paying attention, 
following directions and 
getting fit.” 

“The first time I got the 
rattle, was on our morning 
run, up at 5.30am, left our 
camp, down the hill, 
through the grove, up to 
the farm, around the water 
tower and back.  On the 
way back through the 
grove, we decided to have 
an acorn fight. We had a bit 
of boys’ fun, but the leading boy reported 
us.

“That was my first introduction to ‘jankers’ 
… getting up early in the morning, doing an 
hour’s exercise with a rifle, held out in front 

or above your head, frog 
hopping … and then 
extra work at 4.30pm.

“Another time, we 
were in the gunnery 
getting instruction and 
the petty officer asked me 
a question, but I had 
dozed off and didn’t 
know the answer, so he 
introduced me to Jimmy.

“Jimmy was a six-inch 
112-pound projectile, 
and I had to carry it along 
and down the hill, and 
back up. I had a few 
harsh words to say about 
him…later on when I was 
on a ship, he was the 
coxswain and he was one 
of the finest people you 
could ever wish to meet.”

The three-day reunion 
included a powhiri at the Te Taua Moana 
Marae at Ngataringa Bay, a tour of the 
Devonport Naval Base, a Church service at 
St Christopher’s Chapel and a wreath-laying 
at the Memorial Wall at the Base.

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

Ryman Healthcare has taken the unusual 
step of seeking consultation with neigh-
boursnear its William Sanders retirement 
village over placing parking restrictions on a 
public street and removing currently unused 
bus stops.

Ryman has employed PTM Consultants 
to get feedback from local residents over the 
changes on Ngataringa Rd, although it has no 
jurisdiction over the proposals.

In a letter to Ngataringa Road residents, 
PTM said Ryman has already been granted 
resource consent to construct a retirement 
village, comprising 195 apartments, 79 as-
sisted-living suites, 40 rest-home rooms, 40 
hospital rooms and 40 dementia rooms.

“Following construction and opening, 
residents have found it difficult to exit the 
accessway due to vehicles parking close by 
and blocking visibility,” the letter said.

“We are proposing to install sections of 
no-stopping parking restrictions outside on 
both the sides of the road (Ngataringa Rd) 
from Lake Rd to the accessway and remove 
two bus stops that are no longer in service.”

It appears once the consultation has finished, 
Ryman will apply to Auckland Transport (AT) 
to make the changes. The Devonport-Takapu-

na Local Board would then become involved.
News of the letter caused some conster-

nation when raised at the board’s February 
meeting, with some members concerned 
a large company was attempting to have a 
greater say than it should over public assets.

Council officer Eric Perry said Ryman, as 
a private company, was free to do whatever 
surveying of residents it wanted. If and when 
it sought changes from AT, the issue would 

come into the political sphere.
Ryman’s consultation also appears at odds 

with its own residents group, which has con-
tacted the local board seeking a reinstatement 
of the bus service that previously served 
Ngataringa Rd.

• Board members voted last week to seek 
a review of public-transport services in the 
Devonport-Takapuna area, and particularly 
on the Devonport peninsula.
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For Sale 
By TENDER 
Closing 12pm, 19 Mar 2020
(Vendor reserves the right to sell prior)

oPeN HoMeS 
SAT-SUN 11.00-11.30

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

For more information contact:

Joe MarTIN areINZ

0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz
Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)

Cheltenham. Stunning Terraced living!!
5B ETON AVE DevoNPorT
•  Prime end Position. Internal access garaging.
•  Open plan living. Two bedrooms, two quality bathrooms.
•  Easy level flow to sunny front gardens.
•  Private rear gardens and entertaining areas.
•  Large garage and separate utility room.
•  Quality cedar construction. Timber joinery.
•  Additional downstairs toilet. Quiet no exit street.
•  Quality kitchen, great for easy entertaining.

view today. 
a rare oppportunity in Devonport!!

Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ
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15 Derby St, Devonport   |   Ph (09) 445 8716   |   admin@waitematagolf.co.nz

Founded in 1905, Waitemata Golf 
Club is a beautiful 18-hole course 
with a flat contour that allows easy 
walking through beautiful park-like 
surroundings with well-established 
trees, shrubs and water features. 

Nestled between Mt. Victoria and 
Narrow Neck Beach, the course 
is one of Devonport’s iconic 
attractions. Originally the home of the 
Takapuna Jockey Club, the contours 
of the infamous ‘Back Straight’ are 
still discernible when playing the 
par 5 13th. The course was originally 
nine holes within the perimeter of 
a horse-racing track. Motorbike 
racing, horse racing, greyhound and 
professional foot racing shared Alison 

Park until 1934. The first full season 
of the Waitemata Golf Club on Alison 
Park took place in 1906, with annual 
subs of one guinea for men, and ten 
shillings and sixpence for women. 
Players were to use caddies and pay 
them sixpence for the afternoon and 
one penny for each ball found.

Waitemata Golf Club is committed 
to growing the game among young 
people and has seen a large growth in 
junior membership, offering support 
for both new and experienced 
golfers. Junior membership is open 
to all those under 19 years old, with 
competition days on Sundays.  
It includes free term-time coaching 
every Friday after school.

The recently renovated club 
rooms offer the ideal ‘19th’ of your 
round. Our relaxing lounge bar 
and comfortable dining area are 
complemented by spacious outdoor 
decking providing panoramic views 
of the course. The Waitemata Cafe 
and Bar menu is extensive and very 
reasonably priced.

The ProShop stocks the latest and 
greatest products from Ping, Titleist, 
Mizuno and Wilson, along with 
apparel and a range of accessories.  

There is a new $30,000 launch 
monitor, which enables the team to 
fully customise a club or a set for you 
and your golf game.

All golf-related enquiries: mark@theclubroom.co.nz 
All social enquiries, including room hire: thewaitematabar@gmail.com  

This is a very popular course and bookings are essential.  
Please note that we are a soft-spike-only course, and that dress standards require a collared shirt, and prohibit denim.

A bid to require residents to give their address 
when making submissions on council consulta-
tions was thrown out by the Devonport-Takapu-
na Local board in a split vote last week.

The addresses would only be used by council 
and not made public, member Ruth Jackson 
said in a motion to the board. 

Currently submissions on council consulta-
tions can be made without providing an address.

The addresses could be useful, for exam-
ple, in quantifying if concern over an issue 

was localised or across the wider board area, 
Jackson said.

Member Trish Deans said in all submissions 
she made to the Environment Court or to the 
Government, she needed to provide her ad-
dress, adding it should be no different locally.

Member Jan O’Connor said the current 
system was shambolic, where submissions on 
local issues could be coming from “Stewart 
Island” for all council knew. 

Board member George Wood said if  

requiring an address was mandatory, home-
less or transient people would be cut out of 
the process.

Wood, and other board members Toni van 
Tonder and Aidan Bennett, who all voted 
against the proposal, were worried residents’ 
concerns about privacy would be a barrier to 
them submitting if addresses were compulsory.

Deans, O’Connor and Jackson voted for the 
motion, with chair Bennett using his casting 
vote to defeat it.

Board sticks with ‘no address required’ policy for submissions

Devonport Clinic:  
2 Fleet Street, next to Labtests
www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Dr. Teresa Burns, Doctor of Audiology, will be offering a local clinic 
once a month at 2 Fleet Street, Devonport, using the downstairs 
room at Devonport Family Medicine, next to Labtests. Services 

include hearing evaluations, hearing-aid fittings, adjustments and 
repairs, tinnitus consultations and free hearing checks (age 18+). 

Why fight the traffic on Lake Road when you can stay local?

Teresa is an Audiologist with 25 years’ experience, a local resident 
and owner-operator. Get in touch if you would like more info.

Book in now – first clinic is Friday 6 March.

09 475 9849

New Hearing Clinic in Devonport
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ACCOMMODATION.

2 bedroom Bayswater home 
for Rent. Very Warm, 5 mins 
walk to Ferry. Available 
for long term rent. $580pw 
Pets Negotiable. Email -  
carolyn@carolynharper.co.nz
Anne Street 2 bedroom apart-
ment. Short term rental - 1 May 
- 31 July 2020. Totally refur-
bished accommodation, fully 
furnished including whiteware, 
beds & linen.  Full kitchen, 
two storey, separate entrance, 
quiet and private.  Suit single or 
business couple. Non-smokers 
only apply. Power and water 
included. See more details on 
website: https://www.duckinn.
co.nz/.  $750 per week. Ph Craig 
027 299 2172.
Belmont Self-contained 
furnished 1-room studio w/ 
cooking facilities. Laundry 
and garden shared w/3 other. 
Seeking easy-going self-suf-
ficient person who enjoys 
simple life. $380 p.w. Con-
tact Jennifer 021 145 9042 or  
jenniferh999@gmail.com
Cheltenham Beach Studio. 
Stunning studio with new fit-
out only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. Wi-
Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full 
bath, fully furnished Devon-
port house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com.
Devonport - Self-contained 
one double bedroom fully fur-
nished and equipped private 
accommodation in shared 
family home.  Suit single 
person or couple.  Handy to 
Devonport amenities/buses and  
ferry service. Email Colin via  
balgray@xtra.co.nz 
Devonport Tudor Villa loft, 
all-round sea views. Furnished, 
serviced, sunny garden and 
verandah. Suits overseas visi-
tors or longer term negotiable.  
Available now through mid-Dec 
027 545 3060.

ACCOMMODATION.

Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
C h e l t e n h a m ,  a b s o l u t e 
beachfront .  One double 
and two singles, shady set-
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
London-Devonport house 
swap December 2020/January 
2021:  We’re seeking to swap 
our newly renovated Devon-
port home (3 bdrm, 2 bthrm, 
large living) and vehicle for a 
home/vehicle in London for the 
whole of December and January.  
Please call Annie on 021 626 
632 for more information.
Stunning Cheltenham Beach 
Cottage, metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-term 
holiday accommodation. Beau-
tifully refurbished, one bed-
room, self-contained cottage 
with a private garden. Phone 
Rebekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

FOR RENT

Carport budget rental. Suit 
camper or boat in Spring St. 
Tel: 445 2978.

Office / Creative Studio to 
rent. 163 Lake Road, Belmont. 
Contact: hello@threadroom.
co.nz

REST HOMES

Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with dignity 
in a friendly, family atmosphere. 
Phone Shona, 445 2518
Palm Grove Rest Home: A 
non-institutional style home pro-
viding compassionate, holistic 
care. Soul food and good people. 
Call Sharon Byron-McKay:  
445 0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 

A1 Handyman Excellent work, 
budget. No job too big or small. 
Josh: 021 261 8322.
A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on  
022 073 1550. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Amazing  home  c l ean-
ing including windows. 15 
years’ exper ience.  Ref-
erences available, phone  
027 492 6220.
Bathroom transformations. 
High quality experienced trades-
men equals a high quality job. 
Call Duane on 027 488 5578.
Concrete-laying specialist. 
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom, 
Exposed and trowel finishes. 
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt  
022 102 5700.
Custom-Made Lampshades 
An easy & effective way to up-
date your interior decor! 20yrs+ 
local known business serving 
commercial & residential cus-
tomers, specialising in new cre-
ations or reviving old favourites 
& vintage. Free quote & design 
advice. Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.com, 
www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport  upholstery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques 
and contemporary styles.  
Recycling furniture for 36 years. 
John Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Gardening help? Call the 
WEEDS & WORMS team. 
Local, experienced, effi-
cient, reliable. Free quotes. 
Jeni 021 951 153 or Kirstan  
021 540 226.
Gardener Available Qual-
ified and experienced land-
scape designer. Enjoys getting 
his hands dirty. Good plant 
knowledge. Hard-working, 
reliable and creative with 
plantings. Contact Paddy 
022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED 

Gardening. Do you need regular 
help? No time for a tidy-up? Let 
me help. Experienced gardener. 
Ph Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Gutter Guards / Gutter Clean-
ing LeafScreen Gutter Protec-
tion, Competitive Rates, Flag-
staff discount. info@leafscreen.
co.nz, 0800 LEAFLESS (53 
23 53)
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, al-
terations, and sketch designs. 
30 years’ experience in heritage 
area. First hour’s consultation 
free. Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home clean-
ing, including windows. Ex-
perienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

House /Pet  S i t t er.  Ma-
ture woman. Very experi-
enced. References & Po-
lice check. Please Contact:  
021 071 6988.
Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904.
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle 
Plus on 09-488-7279 or 027-
245-6264. Or you can email 
me on chris@lifestyleplusltd.
nz. References available.
Locksmith,  Devonport’s 
own Sco t t  R ichardson .  
Mob 021 976 607.
mint. HOME CLEANING 
Your local cleaning couple 
is ready to deliver our 5-star 
shine to your home. For weekly 
cleaning, Spring, Moving or 
Open-Home cleans, and a FREE 
quote, call Pat 09 415 0028.

SERVICES OFFERED 

Rotten wooden joinery etc re-
paired by craftsmen builders us-
ing marine glues and fillers and 
treated timber. Call Duane on 
027 488 5478.
Section services.  Trees: 
pruned, removed. Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Sec-
tion clean-ups.  Ph Dom  
027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local Con-
crete layer. Small job specialist. 
Exposed, broom and trowel 
finishes. Call Ben Shadbolt on  
022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.

TUITION

Adult beginners music:  
Cello, piano, theory. Especially 
tailored. harmonymusic@ 
hotmai l .co .nz  or  Anne:  
021 0306 436.
Art Classes Devonport Art 
Classes Devonport Community 
House:  Friday morning, 
mastering art .  Ph: Lucy 
Bucknall - 09 446 0389
Bonjour! Visiting France? A 
French student? Or a devout 
Francophile? French tutoring - 
one-on-one or group sessions. 
$40 per hour per person. Call 
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022 309 2272
Learn piano/keyboard. 
L e s s o n s  f r o m  $ 1 9 . 0 0 . 
P r i v a t e ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l , 
Affo rdab le ,  En joymen t 
for all ages. Competitions, 
Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.TUITION

TUITION 

Learn the bagpipes! Be-
ginners of all ages wel-
come. Contact Lewis at 
lewismacd@gmail.com or  
021 182 0566.
Mathematics Tuition Avail-
able for years 9 to 13 by a retired 
maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
NCEA Maths Exam special-
ist. 100% Student pass rate in 
2018 for all my  level 1 and 
3 students. Please ph Peter  
021 0817 5037.
Piano Lessons. Piano & 
music theory tuition from 
classically trained pia-
nist. Devonport-based and 
can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com 
Piano Tuition Children from 5, 
adults of all ages and ability. Ex-
perienced teacher of 30 years. 
Preparation for exams and 
competitions. Call Kay Troup -  
021 299 8968.TUITION
Primary Tutor Maths, En-
glish, Health & Wellbeing 
and Drama for 5-11-year-olds.  
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com for 
further details. 027 410 6871 
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com
Sewing Classes Learn the sew-
ing essentials through work-
ing on fun, creative projects. 
Classes to suit a range of ages 
and abilities. Get in touch:  
hello@exhibit12.com or contact 
Katie 021 124 2589.
SLSS Swim School,  11 
Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.
Vocal Coach  Jenn Shel-
t o n ,  o f f e r i n g  s i n g i n g 
lessons to al l  ages and  
abilities. Hauraki based.  
jenn.shelton@gmail.com

Classifieds

 COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORTLicensed Agent, REAA

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

REAL ESTATE
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            IGNITE 
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND  Assessment of Environmental Effects  03.07.2018        

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

ODD-JOB 
HANDYMAN
Small-to-medium  
odd jobs 
done around  
the house

Call James 
for availability  
and hourly rate

021 239 4898

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FREE VENUE HIRE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies

LIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
TOBY & THE REST – LIVE SHOW – 7.30PM 
Jazz on a Summer’s Evening with ‘Toby and the Rest’ 
jazz quartet. The award-winning ensemble consists 
of four students from Avondale College.
SEAWEEK SPECIAL – 10.30AM & 12:30PM 
FREE ENTRY 
The Shark Feeders and Aotearoa: Land of Ice and 
Fire plus other short films to celebrate the oceans, 
with Q&A by filmmaker Robin Kewell. Free entry. 
Reservations recommended.

NEW MOVIES RELEASE

Ginger Rogers & Fred Astaire in ‘Shall We Dance’ (G) 116 min   27 FEB
The Current War (M) 102 min    27 FEB
The Invisible Man (TBA)   27 FEB
The Legend of Baron To’a (RP13) 106 min   27 FEB
Dark Waters (M) 127 min   5 MAR
Downhill (M) 87 min    5 MAR
Honeyland (TBA)   5 MAR
Military Wives (M) 112 min    12 MAR
The Lighthouse (R16) 110 min   12 MAR

FRI 28 
FEB
TUE 3 
MAR
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NYC Performing Arts Trip Takapuna Grammar School Alumni T20 Cricket Game

FEB 28, 2020

Waitangi Day 2020 marked a very 
special occasion: the return of the 
TGS Alumni T20 Cricket game. This 
year, the Takapuna Grammar 1st 
XI took on a team of TGS alumni, 
a group of keen cricketing past 
pupils of the school. With the toss 
conducted by past pupil Bill Crump, 
the Old Boys opted to bat first. 
After two exciting innings, and only 
one pulled hamstring, the Old Boys 
came out on top, beating the TGS 
1st XI by a comfortable 46 runs. 

A solid turnout throughout the day 
meant that the event was a huge 
success and proved to be a great 
time for all players and spectators.

In December 2019, the Takapuna Grammar School 
Board of Trustees awarded Kyle Hensel, a Year 13 
student, a scholarship for innovation for his work in 
designing the TGS app.  Kyle demonstrated a high 
level of skill in programming and in responding to 
student and staff input to develop an app that has 
been piloted over the past two years in the school.

The dream of singing, acting and dancing 
on Broadway was the reality for sixteen TGS 
students, three chaperones, two tour guides, 
and local arts teacher Robert Dil this past January. 

Passport to Broadway, organised through 
Robert Dil Performing Arts in association with 
Travel Gang Australia, allowed these passionate 
musical-theatre students exclusive industry 
access to top Broadway professionals in New 
York. Students learned routines from Hadestown 
(Tony Award 2019 winner for Best Musical), a 
workshop about the business of Broadway with 
a New York casting agent of 20 years, a vocal 
workshop with a Broadway vocal coach, a meet-
and-greet with one of the stars of current hit 
Moulin Rouge, and workshopping a new musical 
with the show’s writer. These thespian travellers 
also saw four to six musicals each on Broadway, 
which included Hadestown, Moulin Rouge and 
Come From Away.

The next stop took the group to Atlanta to 
participate in the 2020 Junior Theater Festival, the 
15th anniversary of the largest festival in the world 
that celebrates young people and musical theatre. 
This event attracts over six and a half thousand 
participants annually and is sponsored by some of 
the biggest names in the theatre industry: Music 

Theatre International, Playbill and Disney. 
Top groups are lucky to receive awards in 

categories such as acting, music, dance and 
ensemble work, and Team Robert Dil Performing 
Arts won an award for Excellence in Dance. This 
award not only highlights the brilliant work 
of the student performers but also student 
choreographers Molly Lewis and Alice Cawley. The 
group performed a 15-minute excerpt from Fame 
JR and this was a wonderful award to receive.

After all the hard work in New York and 
Atlanta, the group stopped in California on 
the way home to explore Hollywood, play at 
Disneyland for two days (including the newly 
opened Star Wars-themed land, Galaxy’s Edge), 
and engage in a high-energy show choir 
workshop run by Disney Performing Arts in 
their new facilities. This workshop allowed the 
students to be professionally recorded singing a 
song from a Disney movie and then be filmed 
dancing choreography to their own voices.

The performing arts bring people together 
and this group was able to celebrate arts 
education in the theatre capital of the world, 
and other special places, which brought the 
group together to create memories that will 
never be forgotten.

Innovation 
Scholarship for 

Kyle Hensel

2020 prefects got into the Valentine’s 
spirit, delivering notes, gifts and 
serenades to students around the school 
throughout the day.

Co-Curricular Expo
Ted-Ed, Broadway Squad and Amnesty International are 
just a few clubs that are offered and run at Takapuna 
Grammar School. 

On Tuesday 18 February, the annual Co-Curricular Expo 
was run. The expo provides an excellent opportunity for 
students to explore and discover all clubs and activities 
that are available at TGS. Most clubs have a teacher in 
charge as well as a student leader, which makes it a 
leadership opportunity for students in the long run. 

Daisy Eaglesome, one of the organisers said: “it was 
awesome to see so many students eager to get involved 
in the wide range of activities the school has to offer”.
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special occasion: the return of the 
TGS Alumni T20 Cricket game. This 
year, the Takapuna Grammar 1st 
XI took on a team of TGS alumni, 
a group of keen cricketing past 
pupils of the school. With the toss 
conducted by past pupil Bill Crump, 
the Old Boys opted to bat first. 
After two exciting innings, and only 
one pulled hamstring, the Old Boys 
came out on top, beating the TGS 
1st XI by a comfortable 46 runs. 

A solid turnout throughout the day 
meant that the event was a huge 
success and proved to be a great 
time for all players and spectators.

In December 2019, the Takapuna Grammar School 
Board of Trustees awarded Kyle Hensel, a Year 13 
student, a scholarship for innovation for his work in 
designing the TGS app.  Kyle demonstrated a high 
level of skill in programming and in responding to 
student and staff input to develop an app that has 
been piloted over the past two years in the school.

The dream of singing, acting and dancing 
on Broadway was the reality for sixteen TGS 
students, three chaperones, two tour guides, 
and local arts teacher Robert Dil this past January. 

Passport to Broadway, organised through 
Robert Dil Performing Arts in association with 
Travel Gang Australia, allowed these passionate 
musical-theatre students exclusive industry 
access to top Broadway professionals in New 
York. Students learned routines from Hadestown 
(Tony Award 2019 winner for Best Musical), a 
workshop about the business of Broadway with 
a New York casting agent of 20 years, a vocal 
workshop with a Broadway vocal coach, a meet-
and-greet with one of the stars of current hit 
Moulin Rouge, and workshopping a new musical 
with the show’s writer. These thespian travellers 
also saw four to six musicals each on Broadway, 
which included Hadestown, Moulin Rouge and 
Come From Away.

The next stop took the group to Atlanta to 
participate in the 2020 Junior Theater Festival, the 
15th anniversary of the largest festival in the world 
that celebrates young people and musical theatre. 
This event attracts over six and a half thousand 
participants annually and is sponsored by some of 
the biggest names in the theatre industry: Music 

Theatre International, Playbill and Disney. 
Top groups are lucky to receive awards in 

categories such as acting, music, dance and 
ensemble work, and Team Robert Dil Performing 
Arts won an award for Excellence in Dance. This 
award not only highlights the brilliant work 
of the student performers but also student 
choreographers Molly Lewis and Alice Cawley. The 
group performed a 15-minute excerpt from Fame 
JR and this was a wonderful award to receive.

After all the hard work in New York and 
Atlanta, the group stopped in California on 
the way home to explore Hollywood, play at 
Disneyland for two days (including the newly 
opened Star Wars-themed land, Galaxy’s Edge), 
and engage in a high-energy show choir 
workshop run by Disney Performing Arts in 
their new facilities. This workshop allowed the 
students to be professionally recorded singing a 
song from a Disney movie and then be filmed 
dancing choreography to their own voices.

The performing arts bring people together 
and this group was able to celebrate arts 
education in the theatre capital of the world, 
and other special places, which brought the 
group together to create memories that will 
never be forgotten.

Innovation 
Scholarship for 

Kyle Hensel

2020 prefects got into the Valentine’s 
spirit, delivering notes, gifts and 
serenades to students around the school 
throughout the day.

Co-Curricular Expo
Ted-Ed, Broadway Squad and Amnesty International are 
just a few clubs that are offered and run at Takapuna 
Grammar School. 

On Tuesday 18 February, the annual Co-Curricular Expo 
was run. The expo provides an excellent opportunity for 
students to explore and discover all clubs and activities 
that are available at TGS. Most clubs have a teacher in 
charge as well as a student leader, which makes it a 
leadership opportunity for students in the long run. 

Daisy Eaglesome, one of the organisers said: “it was 
awesome to see so many students eager to get involved 
in the wide range of activities the school has to offer”.
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• Work on the second stage of the Ngataringa 
Skateboard Park stalls, with a funding shortfall 
of $127,000. The cost of the project is put at 
$220,000 – twice the estimate first given to the 
Devonport Community Board.
• Police continue inquiries into the rape of 

a woman in the  St Leo’s school grounds. 
The attack happened as the woman walked 
home after the Devonport Food and Wine 
Festival.

• Around 30,000 people attended the festival 
on Saturday February 12.

• More than 1000 people a day are visiting 
the replica of the sailing ship Endeavour, 
berthed at Victoria Wharf.

• Occupational Safety and Health closes the 
stairwells at Devonport wharf restaurant 
Torpedo Bay, which the safety agency 
claims fail to meet structural standards.

• A court date is set for Friends of North 
Head’s challenge to DoC having offices on 
the mountain.

• Devonport lawyer and well-known sports-
man Phil Carrigan dies aged 52 of a heart 
attack while jogging at Stanley Bay Park.

• A “bedroom community with well-groomed 
dogs” is how a Florida-based travel writer 
describes Devonport. “Everyone looked 
healthy, upstanding, benevolent. Paint was 
fresh and dogs well groomed,” Thomas 
Swick of the Sun Sentinel said.

• A historic house at 12 Rata Rd ,Cheltenham 

is ripped apart for renovations after plans 
are approved without a resource consent 
hearing. Architect Dave Pearson criticises 
the work as making a mockery of the resi-
dential 3 heritage-protection zone.

• Land at Fort Takapuna is prepared for being  
opened to the public.

• Graeme Whitehead starts as the new princi-

pal of Devonport Primary
• A Stanley Bay garden developed  by Graeme 

Thomas and Tex Riley is part of the Hero 
Festval Heroic Garden Tour.

• Chole King and Tom Elton compete at the 
New Zealand national swim champs.

• A two-bedroom unit at Narrow Neck is on 
the market for $229,000.

Looking back – 20 years ago from the Flagstaff files

NEW LISTING

Devonport 67 Albert Road

2 1 1 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 12 Mar 2020

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 11.15am-12pm

Petko Petkov027 302 0686

Nick Cape022 458 0876

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

What a character!

This charming character villa is located right in the heart of Devonport. Step inside and discover two

good-sized bedrooms, a spacious open plan kitchen/living/dining area. Excellent indoor/outdoor

flow makes entertaining a breeze, while the high ceilings and the beautiful bay windows makes

coming home a dream come true. The enclosed backyard is perfect for families, with plenty of space

for the kids to play and the adults to entertain. This part of the city is inherently popular, and quality

homes are seldom relinquished. But our vendors have decided the time for change is now, and they

present their home to the market determined to achieve a result on, if not before, auction day.

bayleys.co.nz/1451130

Looking Back

A dog  w i l l  march  th rough 
Devonport along with veterans on 
Anzac Day, as the RSA seeks to 
put informality and community into 
the event.

People said they enjoyed the 
informality of last year’s unofficial 
Anzac Day service, says the RSA’s 
Chris Mullane, who officiated.

“The feedback was that people 
wanted it to have more community 
involvement and to have proper 
respect for the remembrance but 
to make it appeal more to all ages,”  
he says.

This year, Devonport RSA mascot 
Winston, a young bulldog, will march 
with owner Sergeant Max Laloli. 

The Belmont Primary School choir, 
led by RSA committee member and 
singer Rebecca Nelson, will perform 
and include  New Zealand-themed 
and contemporary songs rather than 
“jingoistic hymns”, Mullane says.

The list of official wreath-layers will 
be cut back. However, there will be 
time allowed for groups and families 
to come forward to lay wreaths and 
other tributes.

Last year’s civic ceremony was 
cancelled due to security fears in 
the wake of the Christchurch terror 
attack. Instead a ‘renegade service’ 
was arranged by locals to honour 
Devonport residents and others who 
served in wars.

Community at the heart of Anzac Day
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Early Learning | Primary | College

Open Day
Saturday 7 March 
9.30am–1.30pm

Enrol now
parnellcollege.acgedu.com

Belmont Primary School
is proudly sponsored by

NICOLA JONES INSURANCE
nji.co.nz  •  nicola@nji.co.nz  •  +64 21 491 080 

A two-day performing arts event on 
Maungauika has been rescheduled and will 
now be held on 21 and 22 March. 

The $65,000 event was due to be held in 
the Northern Battery tunnels on 14 and 15 
December, but was postponed after concerns 

were raised over tunnel safety.
Paris Kirby, who is running the event 

through her company Social Ritual, decid-
ed to use other tunnels on the maunga and 
submitted a new application. 

Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operations 

Manager Nick Turoa said tunnel mainte-
nance work would not affect the event.

 “The majority of the event will be held in 
the open space, and the applicant will avoid 
any areas that have been cordoned off for 
the maintenance work,” he said. 

Maungauika arts event to go ahead 
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

DEVONPORT | 1/38 CHELTENHAM ROAD 
Prestigious Location
Be ready to join one of the premier value locations on Auckland´s North Shore. The immediacy to Cheltenham Beach, only four doors 
down and considered to be one of the best, 1/38 Cheltenham Rd delivers exceptional lock and leave apartment style living. Located 
on the ground floor of a two-storey complex you will soon discover a peaceful, private sanctuary boasting two generous bedrooms, a 
well-designed kitchen and open plan living and dining with seamless outdoor flow – the result is a simple, yet relaxed atmosphere. 
Perfect for retirees, busy professionals, investors or buyers looking for a privileged lifestyle and a unique opportunity to purchase in this 
coveted neighbourhood. This property is a rare offering indeed!

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60590 
VIEW | SAT/SUN 11 - 11.45 AM OR BY APPOINTMENT 
TENDER CLOSES | THURSDAY 5 MARCH 2020 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 
KimPausina@premium.co.nz 
DEVONPORT 445 3414 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008


