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Blooming career… Signed to Warner Music, Devonport’s Cecily Danaher releases her latest single 
before Christmas, and next year plans to take her musical ambitions overseas. Full story, page 7.

Pop singer Cecily: from Devonport to the world

Chemical spray on the cards for Devonport Domain
Chemical-spraying of weeds on Devon-

port Domain has been recommended by 
Auckland Council officers.

The issue was to be considered by the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board this 

week, after the Flagstaff went to press.
If approved, it would end a decades-long 

spray-free regime for Devonport Domain 
and Vauxhall Reserve. They are the only 
sports fields in the board area that are not 

sprayed with chemicals to control weeds. 
North Shore Cricket Club members 

alerted the local board to the poor state of 
the fields at Devonport Domain in June, 
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09 445 9800

The old Devonport Borough Council 
Building at 3 Victoria Rd became 
vacant on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 522 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd:  
empty for 522 days

“ Carefully 
loving your  
little angel  
as they learn  
and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

OPEN DAY, 10am-2pm 
10, 11 & 12 October

Manuka Cafe & Restaurant
49 Victoria Rd  |  Devonport

Bookings (09) 445 7732 
manukadevonport@xtra.co.nz

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

OPEN 7AM – LATE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Belmont and Bayswater residents have 
been surveyed by Auckland Council re-
cently as part of Belmont centre design 

planning, and more consultation is planned 
for early 2020.

Auckland Transport (AT), involved in the 
project due to its overlap with the upgrade 
of Lake Rd, is finalising preferred designs 
for road sections and intersections along 
Lake Rd, Bayswater Ave and Esmonde Rd. 

An AT spokesperson says these will 
be workshopped with AT specialists in 
safety, cycling, traffic operations, parking 
and public transport, and with the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board, ahead of public 
consultation in early 2020. 

After public feedback, final design deci-
sions will be made mid-2020.

Bricks from the historic Duder brickworks 
will be used in the library and as way-finding 
posts in the Ryman retirement village being 
built in Ngataringa Bay.

Interpretive panels telling the history of 
the site once occupied by the brickworks will 
be installed, with a community event to mark 
the occasion, says a Ryman spokesperson.

The village centre opening is expected in 
the first quarter of 2020. The complex in-
cludes a rest home, hospital and special-care 

unit, as well as communal areas, gym, hair 
and beauty salons, a bar and cafe. It will 
adjoin serviced apartments currently being 
completed.

So far, 64 people have moved into the 
village, with Ryman aiming to have 400 res-
idents by early 2022, when the development 
is due to be completed.

A date for the reopening of the Wakakura 
coastal walking track below the village is 
still not confirmed.

Duder bricks form bookmarks of 
history at Ryman village site

Lake Rd consultation coming soon
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•  Cutting-edge  
website design

• App and software development



December 13, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 3 

Stolen defibrillator recovered but ruined 

Irreparable… Ngataringa Tennis Club president Allister Irving and committee member Janine Jones with 
the recovered defibrilator, which was later found to be water-damaged

A defibrillator stolen from Ngataringa 
Tennis Club, exactly a year after a previous 
theft, has been found. But testing last week 
showed water had entered the $2000 unit, 
rendering it beyond repair. 

The company Heart Saver has loaned the 
club a second-hand defibrillator, and former 
club president and Harcourts agent Peter 
Restall is investigating  the possibility of the 
Harcourts Foundation funding a replacement.

The automated external defibrillator 
(AED) box outside the club was tampered 
with and the heart-saving device stolen on 

24 November. 
An AED stolen from the same spot exactly 

a year earlier has never been recovered, but a 
neighbour to the club found the recently sto-
len item around 200m from the tennis courts. 

It is not known if was dumped straight after 
the theft or several days later.

Members remain aghast at the thefts, espe-
cially when the original AED saved a man’s 
life on the nearby Navy sports grounds, just 
days after it was first installed. 

Club committee member and heart-attack 
survivor Janine Jones said she “didn’t like to 

point the finger” but the thefts had occurred 
right after school finished for the year. She 
hoped the AED wasn’t taken as some sort of 
dare. “It is not something to mess around with  
–  it really can save a life.”

The club is committed to keeping a defi-
brillator so people at the nearby playground or 
Navy playing fields have access to it. 

It is investigating the installation of a 
security camera to detect any vandalism or 
theft. The camera would have a sensor to alert 
committee members if the box was opened, 
as well as an online viewing option.

If the holidays leave you thinking  
about a move in 2020 
Then hop on the phone and give me  
a call and we can make a plan to get you 
swinging into action in the New Year! 
Happy holidays! 
Maria Stevens your local Devonport agent.
Maria Stevens
M 021 979 084  P 09 446 2111
E maria.stevens@harcourts.co.nz
LICENSED AGENT REAA2008
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The Devonport peninsula has close to 
4,500 homes. Known for its character 
villas and bungalows, Devonport is 
sought after by families wanting to enjoy 
the lifestyle and beauty of this area. This 
is well known by locals and Auckland city 
folk. What is probably less well known, 
but not surprising, is when buying a home, 
what people want is larger properties.

Based on analysis over the past four 
years, families are buying four-bedroom 
homes over three-bedroom homes, and 
the median size of all homes bought 
each year is growing – we seem to love to 
live in bigger homes, with more space to 
enjoy our lives.

For this year, half of all houses sold 
in Devonport have been four-bedroom 
homes; up from 46% last year, with three-
bedroom homes falling from 41% to 39%. 
Back in 2016 and 2017, the sales of 
three- and four-bedroom houses were 
almost identical. The median size of all 
houses sold has risen steadily over the 
past four years from 157m2 to 177m2.

As to the state of the property market 
as we close the year, the story remains 

much as it has been these past few 
months. Sales volumes remain low, with 
47 properties sold in the past three 
months, down 8% as compared to a year 
ago. With low inventory compared to last 
year – there are currently 50 properties 
for sale in Devonport compared to 
58 at this time in 2018 – sales prices 
continue to strengthen; overall prices for 
all properties are up 12% compared to a 

year ago.
As ever, at this time of year, thoughts 

turn to next year. When it comes to the 
property market, the question is always 
asked: will prices fall or rise? In my view, 
there is no certainty in the property 
market – it moves in cycles. The one thing 
I would foresee for 2020 is a rise in the 
number of sales as Devonport remains 
one of the most sought-after suburbs.

NOVEMBER 2019 PROPERTIES PRICES
Properties 

on the market 
(as at 30 Nov)

Properties 
Listed 

(Sep/Oct/Nov)

Properties 
Sold 

(Sep/Oct/Nov)

Variance in 
moving annual 

total sales
Median Sale Price 

($M) 
(3 months to Nov)

Variance 
compared
to last year

All
Properties 50 65 47 $1.550M

Houses 40 50 36 $1.623M
Units 2 7 6 $757,000

T/houses
Apartments 8 8 5

-8% +12%

-26% +0%

-10% +1%

+25%

Trend to larger homes

DevonportProperty.nz 
REPORT - NOVEMBER 2019 
Written and produced by Alistair Helm, Licensed real estate salesperson

Alistair Helm
021 610 510 
alistair.helm@bayleys.co.nz
www.devonportproperty.nz
www.alistairhelm.co.nz BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

www.devonportproperty.co.nz
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Myrtle the Turtle makes festive comeback at Santa Parade

World famous in Devonport…and further afield.  Myrtle the Turtle, The Patriot’s Mini, is driven down 
Victoria Rd during the Santa Parade (more pictures, pages 52–55)

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Merry Xmas
And a happy festive season to all readers. We have appreciated 
the feedback, referrals and business generated by our articles 
in the very popular Flagstaff publication. Hopefully, we can 
continue this next year, with your support.
Things are very busy in mortgage lending right now, with a 
renewed zip in the property market as low interest rates, a 
shortage of stock and confidence seem to be improving. 
And the RBNZ bank capital review last week was not as tough 
as some expected, so that means less drastic, if any, impact on 
interest rates, which are at historic lows at 3.50%. They won’t 
stay here forever though, as central banks realise that very 
low rates can be counterproductive to stimulating an economy 
other than inflating asset prices!
Remember to contact us for any free mortgage advice, 
including the advice you wish your grandparents had taken, 
which is, “if you own property and don’t HAVE to sell it, then 
don’t”! 

Myrtle the Turtle is back where she be-
longs – world famous in Devonport after a 
stint as a global superstar.

The Mini Cooper mascot of The Patriot 
was part of the Devonport Santa Parade, 
after being off the road for repairs to 
smashed windows, vandalised on the night 

the All Blacks lost to England in the Rugby  
World Cup. 

The story about Myrtle went around the 
world, and Patriot owner Mylam Sloan said 
he was even contacted by the car’s previous 
owner, now living in Hong Kong.

The parts and labour to repair the car were 

all donated and windows were sent from a 
South Island car enthusiast. 

Sloan said the support received after the 
vandalism left a “good feeling”. 

Despite a police investigation, which 
included viewing CCTV footage from the 
bar, the offenders were never identified.
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By Rob 
Drent

Independent Financial Advice
Call me for a no obligations chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

Experience the joy of giving 
handmade chocolates

DEVONPORTCHOCOLATES.CO.NZ

17 WYNYARD ST, DEVONPORT

SHOP 34, QUEENS ARCADE, 34 -40 QUEEN ST

The Flagstaff Notes

The speed with which the BP service station 
rebuild on Lake Rd has rocketed ahead has been 
astonishing: demolition and reconstruction 
across two sites in just a few months to be open 
on the targeted date this week. 

A reader has suggested a comparison of the 
private-sector BP project to Auckland Council’s 
new million-dollar Bean Rock playground at 
Windsor Reserve. The playground was sup-
posed to be ready for summer, but now has a 
finish date sometime in the new year. 

The prime reason for the delay was said to be  
an investigation into the exact whereabouts of 
underground sewer lines.  If Auckland Council 
can’t keep track of sewer lines under a popular 
reserve in this technologically assisted age, you 
have to wonder about its ability to implement 
changes across the whole North Shore sewer-
age system to guarantee better water quality at 
our beaches.

I’m interested to note Terry Dunleavy’s 
support (Letters, this issue) of the Flagstaff’s 
push to keep local-board workshops open to the 
public and media. Dunleavy has held executive 
positions in the National Party on the North 

Shore, so the debate is not simply a left-right 
political divide. 

The worker bees at city hall must some-
times think that they are working in a  parallel 
universe, diligently pumping out reports and 
recommendations, only to be trumped by the 
government. 

Take the limp announcement from Auckland 
Transport (AT) regarding its review of speed 
limits in the suburbs: a number of restrictions 
on rural roads and in town centres, but nothing 
in Devonport, for example, which should have 
been a shoo-in for a 30km/h limit. 

Then in comes the government speed restric-
tions of 40km/h around schools. Why didn’t 
AT put this forward in the first place?  Then 
we have local-body politicians praising the 
government’s announcement, with no mention 
of AT’s failings: not worth getting offside with 
transport officials, no doubt.

Who would want a job as a transport planner 
though? Moving New Zealand’s major port out 
of Auckland seems to have gained real traction 
in the last few weeks and has major implications 
for the inner city – including Devonport. 

If the port goes, the waterfront will be further 
developed for tourists and the flow-on effect for 
Devonport and Takapuna, to the layperson’s 
eye, could be massive. As I’ve said before, a 
ferry trip to Devonport, lunch in Takapuna, 
followed by a walk or cycle over the harbour 
bridge could become one of the country’s 

premier visitor days out. A beautiful solution to 
Lake Rd – a tree-lined carriageway with trams, 
as well as lanes for buses and cars – needs to 
be considered alongside engineering solutions.

Documents obtained by the Flagstaff suggest 
planners are looking at future-proofing some 
of the road so trams or their equivalent can 
be installed later. But while they are trying to 
lock in improvements for Lake Rd, the sands 
of regional transport change are shifting under 
their feet. 

Any shift of the port will no doubt raise again 
the possibility of the Navy base being moved. 
A new port in Whangarei, for example, could 
accommodate the Navy as well. However, 
apart from the huge cost to clean up the Navy 
base – estimated to run into the billions – 
constitutional reasons for the Navy staying in 
Devonport remain. 

If an earthquake or some other disaster 
strikes Wellington, immobilising Parliament, 
the Navy base in Devonport is the designated 
site for a temporary government. It would seem 
unlikely this emergency base would move out 
of Auckland, our largest city and national and 
international air-travel hub. 

protection for 
Plovers 

Let’s get her a Gift Voucher from SkinSense!
I will call 09 445 7077 to arrange it!!
Yes, great idea, you can also drop in  

or email to order it…
devonport@skinSense.co.nz
(upstairs next to Manuka)

info@skinsense.co.nz
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Cecily, Devonport’s latest addition to 
the pop landscape, has a new single out for 
Christmas, in between kick-boxing and read-
ingAgatha Christie novels.

Red Flags hits the airwaves on 20 Decem-
ber. It’s about “giving people a lot of chances 
even when you shouldn’t,” says Cecily, in 
an interview at her central Devonport home.

Another single is planned for release in 
January and an EP – likely to be six tracks – 
in February.

First known around Devonport as Cecily 
Danaher, she went to Devonport Primary and 
then Carmel College. Cecily cut her musical 
teeth at  Victoria Theatre open-mic nights 
from 2015 on.

She learnt piano and wrote songs from a 
young age “but no one heard them”, as she 
didn’t perform in public until she finished 
school.

The Vic open mic nights changed all that. 
She was spotted singing Father’s Day – 
about her father – and Mike Chunn, a former 
member of Split Enz and founder of the Play 
it Strange charitable trust and songwriting 
incubator, was tipped off to a promising new 
talent. The song was recorded, with the ac-
companying video shot in Devonport. Cecily 
signed with independent label Big Pop  in 
2017 and Warner Music in 2018.

Cecily has since put out two singles,  
Awake and Thinking Bout Me. Both have 
been downloaded more than 100,000 times 
on music-streaming platforms.

Financially they have been a drop in the 
bucket so far, with sales yet to cover produc-
tion costs.

“I don’t make any money from the stream-
ing,” she says. “It all goes to my record label.”

Cecily (22)  completed a BA in English 
and Art History at the end of 2018 and spent 
this year on her music, which develops first 
on the piano.

“I want to make the most of the opportu-

nities... I hope to travel overseas with it [in 
2020].”

She describes her musical style as “sad-girl 
pop” and is a great admirer of Mazzy Star, who 
sang the hit Fade Into You.

Cecily supplements her income with a job 
as a kick-boxing instructor at Devonport’s Just 
Workout gym.

She started kick-boxing aged 16 and has 
been a teacher for the last four years. She likes 
the energy it generates.

“You can’t be a kick-boxer if you don’t want 
to let off a little steam.”

While she knows about Devonport’s 
musical pedigree, she’s come after the wave 
somewhat. “My mum used to run a chess 
class that was attended by Lorde’s sister,” 
she says wryly. 

Cecily relaxes by reading, and has set 
herself the task of reading all of whodunnit 
author Agatha Christie’s novels. Currently she 
is past the 30 mark.

She and her mother Felicity also foster cats.
“We once had 20 cats at the same time – we 

got one cat that was pregnant and it had five 
babies – it was pretty chaotic.”

Vic nights the springboard for Devonport songstress

Piano forte... Cecily learnt music and wrote songs from a young age, 
but held off performing in public until she left school

New Patients Welcome
OPEN HOURS Monday 8am–7pm  |  Tuesday to Friday 8am–5pm

2 Fleet St, Devonport Ph: 09 445 0528 | dfmdoctors.co.nz

SURGERY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR HOURS
The surgery will be open Monday 23rd & Tuesday 24th December and Monday 30th & 
Tuesday 31st December from 9am to 4pm for walk-in appointments.
It will be business as usual from Monday 6th January 2020.
Changes are afoot for the New Year with an experienced female GP available for 
consultations at Devonport Family Medicine from February 2020. We are very excited to 
have another person join our team.
A very special thank you to those who responded to our online Patient Satisfaction Survey. 
The results show that since April you have been happy with the new-look surgery along 
with the care and attention that our team provides. Thank you for your positive feedback.
Take special care over the holiday season. The team at Devonport Family Medicine 
wishes you all a very joyful festive period and New Year!
Dr Pieter Veenhuijsen
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The PumpHouse Theatre School Holiday Drama Programme

A Shakespeare Sampler
A Shakespeare Introduction

Mon 6 January to Fri 10 January 2020

A 5-day workshop to get to know  
Shakespeare for 12 to 16-year-olds

$249 for the full week

Book at www.pumphouse.co.nz or phone 09 489 8360

Shakespeare – The Next Step
Mon 20 January to Fri 24 January 2020

A 5-day workshop to explore Shakespeare in 
depth for 12 to 18-year-olds

$249 for the full week

The PumpHouse Theatre School Holiday Drama Programme

A Shakespeare Sampler
A Shakespeare Introduction

Mon 6 January to Fri 10 January 2020

A 5-day workshop to get to know  
Shakespeare for 12 to 16-year-olds

$249 for the full week

Book at www.pumphouse.co.nz or phone 09 489 8360

Shakespeare – The Next Step
Mon 20 January to Fri 24 January 2020

A 5-day workshop to explore Shakespeare in 
depth for 12 to 18-year-olds

$249 for the full week

AUCKLAND
SHAKESPEARE
IN THE PARK 2020

AT THE PUMPHOUSE, 
TAKAPUNA
BOOKING : PH 489 8360
WWW.PUMPHOUSE.CO.NZ

18 JAN - 15 FEB 2020

PRESENTED BY SHORESIDE THEATRE 

The behind-deadline new playground at 
Windsor Reserve should be completed early 
next year.

“A significant delay was due to wastewa-
ter network issues with Watercare,” a report 
to the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
this week said. 

The $1 million playground has a light-
house theme, based on Bean Rock in the 
Waitemata Harbour. 

Site works started in September and are 
expected to be completed in February 2020, 
the report said.

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

Bean Rock playground sliding towards February completion

Lighthouse… An artist’s 
impression of what the new 
playground will look like 

Discover a great range of 
gifts to suit all ages, 

interests and budgets.

64 King Edward Parade, Devonport

Open 7 days : 10am - 5pm

Christmas Shopping 
@ Navy Museum Store 
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North Shore,
recharge your hearing

Call 09 475 9849
Book your risk-free trial now!

215 Wairau Rd, Glenfield, Auckland

For a limited time, we’re offering $500 off the 
newest rechargeable devices. Call us today to book - 
limited space available!

On board... (from left) Practice 
manager Dale Te Iwimate,  
head nurse Eraina Harbour and 
GP Erica Lauder near the site 
of the new Devonport Health 
Centre 

Work starts on new Victoria Rd medical centre
Construction has started on a large new 

medical centre on the site of the former BNZ 
building in central Devonport. 

General-practice company OmniHealth 
has secured resource and building consents 
for work on the building at 20 to 22 Victo-
ria Rd. Demolition of some of the internal 
structures, such as a stairway, has already 
begun.

OmniHealth runs joint-venture partner-
ships with doctors

Chief executive Mark Wills says the new 
Devonport Health Centre will open by mid-
2020 at the latest.

Six local GPs will move into the cen-
tre, along with two others returning from 
overseas. The local GPs, some of whom 
are shareholders in the new centre, are: 
Grant Smith, Erica Lauder, Chris Dominick, 
Sarah English, Stella Goulart and Sally 
Rushworth. 

Smith, Goulart and Rushworth are cur-
rently at the Anne St Medical practice, 
which will move into the new centre, but 
carry on using its premises in Anne St for 
administration staff until the lease there runs 
out on 1 October, 2020.

Dominick, English and Lauder will move 
to the new centre from the Devonport Med-
ical Centre on Lake Rd.

It is believed the Lake Rd building, near  
the corner of Old lake Rd, and formerly 
owned by Dominick, has been sold  to in-
terests associated with Medplus at Hauraki 
Corner. Medplus directors did not return 
calls from the Flagstaff.  

 Recruitment for the new centre has 
begun, with Dale Te Iwimate employed as 
practice manager, and head nurse, Eraina 
Harbour, coming across from Anne St 
Medical. 

As well as eight GPs, the practice will 
have nurses and healthcare assistants, a 

pharmacy and possibly a radiology provider.
The building will have 16 roof-top car 

parks.
The centre will offer extended hours, 

meaning patients can see a doctor outside 
work hours. 

Having a larger practice makes it easier 
for GPs to work flexible hours and take 
holidays, Wills says.
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Sax ensemble a crowd-pleaser… 
Organisers Chris Jones (left),  
Felicity Hendricks and John Wol,  
and the audience (below)

Christmas cheer at Wilson Home concert

Christmas tunes…the Navy 
Saxophone Quartet (above)

The Wilson Home chapel was full for 
its annual community Christmas concert 
last Sunday.

The audience sang Christmas carols and 
was entertained by the Royal New Zealand 
Navy Band Saxophone Quartet and pianist 
Se Joon Park. 
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A LT O G E T H E R  B E T T E R Residential  / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

WISHING YOU AN

CHRISTMAS

Thank you for another great year!
We wish you and your loved ones a very safe and happy holidays and we 

look forward to working with you in 2020!

Warm wishes from the team at Bayleys Devonport.
Petko Petkov, Linda Simmons, Victoria Bidwell, Jo McMenamin,  

Prue de Bie, Lynda Betts, Julia Mak, Helen Michell, Rebekah Matheson, 
Patricia Hinchey, Alistair Helm, Jacquie McDonald & Daisy Dog.

 Bayleys Devonport 
09 487 0702

 BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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Directly opposite the home

Devonport 43 King Edward Parade

5 3 3 2

Price by Negotiation

Phone for viewing times

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Beautiful villa on the waterfront

Superbly positioned in the village right on Devonports waterfront this picturesque villa has caught

the eye of many a passer-by. Its world class position delivers stunning views of all maritime traffic

into Auckland's harbour and the delights of golden sand swimming beaches, boating or fishing right

outside your home. The villa maintains delightful original charm and character with skilful

renovations and additions creating modern living connecting the kitchen to big open formal and

informal living spaces to maximise indoor outdoor flow. Four bedrooms plus separate self-

contained studio above the garage provide ample space for families of all ages and stages. A flat

walk to Devonport village and city ferry plus boat launching a minute away at Torpedo Bay.

bayleys.co.nz/1451040

Bayswater 45-47 Norwood Road

3 3 2

Price by Negotiation

Phone for viewing times

Victoria Bidwell 021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Views, beach and boatshed on 2580sqm

Offering an amazing array of unique features this spectacular property, previously the home of the

late Sir Peter Blake, is dramatically and privately positioned to maximise the spectacular views and

lifestyle. Enjoy your own private sanctuary with a wide lawn sweeping down to the beach, boatshed

and small jetty where you can swim or kayak directly from your own garden. Native bush and

established palms with boardwalk paths provide a park like garden nurturing the house and

maximising the views. Renovated by Fearon Hay, the contemporary interiors with open plan living

enjoy a seamless flow between indoor and out to a north facing garden bathed in sunshine. An easy

lifestyle for those who enjoy privacy and tranquility with the vibe of being at the beach.

bayleys.co.nz/1451090

bayleys.co.nz
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 19 Buchanan Street

5 3 3 2

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Thu 30 Jan 2020

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

Phone for viewing times

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Grand central village villa on 971sqm

Dating back to 1893, and built by Jim Mays, this landmark Devonport villa right in the village has

served many different purposes over its life, including 50 years as Pentlands maternity hospital,

probably making it the property that conjures up more happy memories than any other! Still full of

grand villa character, it is today a large (450sqm) and versatile family home offering any number of

living options with plenty of space both inside and out - a dream come true set up if you get regular

visitors staying for extended periods, or maybe you want to work from home. It also enjoys

extensive views over the roof tops towards the harbour and city beyond. And the absolute bonus is

its sizable site (971sqm), with plenty of room to pop in a pool. View video on line.

bayleys.co.nz/1470283

bayleys.co.nz



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 14 December 13, 2019

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz



December 13, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 15 

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

when a deputation attended a public forum. 
The local board ordered an investi-

gation, but with any change of policy 
expected to be controversial, progress has 
been slow.

It took a notice of motion from board 
members George Wood and Jan O’Connor 
demanding action on the issue, before of-
ficers produced a report – five months after 
the board directive to investigate.

A decision in favour of spraying now 
would be too late forthis summer, with no 
action until after next winter. 

Council typically sprays sports fields in 
September, after the winter season, a report 
to the board said. 

Devonport Domain’s main problem 
weeds are broadleaf and Onehunga weed, 
which produces prickles throughout 

summer. 
Neighbours and wider Devonport resi-

dents should be made aware of the need to 
apply chemical spray, and ways to mitigate 
and minimise risks, the report said. 

“This is suggested because the Devon-
port area has a long-standing anti-chem-
ical spraying position in council parks 
and reserves, and no prior notification or 
information will likely create a negative 
reaction in the community and criticism 
towards the local board and council.” 

The report said applications of chemical 
spray would not immediately eliminate 
Onehunga weed, and that long-term man-
agement would be needed. 

It is understood North Shore Cricket 
Club is unhappy with how long it has taken 
for council to address the issue. 

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n The Santa claus Show
30 November – 21 December 
A magical Christmas story for 
the whole family, presented  
by Tim Bray Theatre Company.

A christmas carol  
by charles Dickens
19–21 December at 8pm
A performed reading of the  
classic Christmas fable by  
Charles Dickens.

Auckland Shakespeare  
in the Park
18 January – 15 February 2020 
Two of the Bard’s finest plays 
– As You Like It and Macbeth 
performed on alternate nights 
in our outdoor amphitheatre.

The PumpHouse Theatre School Holiday Drama Programme

Under The Big Top
Mon 13 January to Fri 17 January 2020

Learn how to put on a show on a real stage in a real working theatre.   
A school holiday drama program for 7 to 11-year-olds. Only $49 per day

Book at www.pumphouse.co.nz or phone 09 489 8360

The PumpHouse Theatre School Holiday Drama Programme

Under The Big Top
Mon 13 January to Fri 17 January 2020

Learn how to put on a show on a real stage in a real working theatre.   
A school holiday drama program for 7 to 11-year-olds. Only $49 per day

Book at www.pumphouse.co.nz or phone 09 489 8360

From page 1

Chemical sprays
proposed for domain

LIVE MUSIC
Every Friday 

13TH DECEMBER
DJ DEL C Nite from 10pm 

20TH DECEMBER
Kylie T Band from 9pm 

27TH DECEMBER 
Mackford 

JANUARY 2020 BANDS 
Check our website

WHAT’S ON
@ The Patriot 

7–9PM  19TH DECEMBER
Bottomless Christmas Buffet 

Bookings Essential 
 NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
Great Prizes & Drink Specials 
LIVE MUSIC – Thunderwing 
XMAS DAY ONLY – CLOSED

NO SURCHARGES 
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

REMEMBER
Weekly Specials

 MON Pie and Pint Day $20

 TUES Quiz Night  7.30pm 

 WED 2 for 1 Main Meal Night

  FRI Our famous Happy 
Hour from 4-7pm

  Kids eat FREE from the 
kids menu every weekend 
and throughout the  
school holidays

WHAT’S ON
IN DECEMBER 

/JANUARY

14 Victoria Road Devonport 
Ph 445 3010 

www.thepatriot.co.nz
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Terms and conditions apply. Talk to your 
local Devonport Barfoot & Thompson 
salesperson for more information.

House needs a 
good spring clean 
before your sale?
Call us now for our FREE spring 
clean or handyman service 
for all spring listings.

Devonport | 09 445 2010 

39 Victoria Road, devonport@barfoot.co.nz
barfoot.co.nzharcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Laura Kennedy
P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E laura.kennedy@harcourts.co.nz

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Nicole Plewinski PORTFOLIO MANAGER

P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E nicole.plewinski@harcourts.co.nz
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Letters to the Editor
Letters are welcome.  They should be on Devonport-related topics. Nom-de-plumes 

or submissions without a name will not be printed. 
Email to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz or post to Devonport Flagstaff,  

PO Box, 32 275, Devonport. 

 I read with some dismay and consider-
able concern your readers’ letters recently 
published on the subject of Lake Rd.

However ‘entitled’ we feel about easily 
driving to and fro along this particular sole 
entry and exit route, the possibilities for 
improved traffic flow assume a much more 
visionary approach than presently exists. I 
admit I do not quite have that vision!

I used to ride my bike daily to Takapuna 
Grammar School, along with hundreds of 
boys and girls, for the years I was a pupil 
there. I now frequently drive between De-
vonport and Milford at all times of the day 
and have yet to see more than five or six 
cyclists along the entire route, which I share 
with a thousand motorists!

More often, there are three cyclists on 
the footpath, two sporting Lycra speeding 
along on Auckland City’s vast ‘velodrome’, 
and one walking his bike while talking with 

school friends on their way home. There is 
certainly no ‘infestation’ of cyclists on the 
green painted lanes and, what was once the 
TGS girls hockey field is now a car-park-
ing lot.

So much for getting vehicles off Lake Rd.
 Your editorial suggestions – to first move 

the power lines underground and creating 
roundabouts suitable for intelligent drivers 
– seem about the only ways to even begin to 
expand road capacity to meet the densities 
that are most surely impending.

Meanwhile, keep waiting in line and 
on idle, for a visionary plan to be [smile], 
implemented!
David Barker 

PS. I do have some understanding of 
cycling. For years I rode on the city streets 
of West London, where traffic density was 
always much higher, day and night, than on 
Lake Rd between Devonport and Takapuna.     

Letters

It is disappointing and sad that Ngati Whatua 
Orakei Properties claims that the history of the 
area had influenced the Oneoneroa develop-
ment and the hapu would continue to look at 
ways to influence the foreshore. 

But on the other hand, it repeatedly refuses 
to discuss the proposal to increase the existing 
20-metre-wide marginal strip to about 400 
metres, to form the Oneoneroa Regional Park, 
which could become a lasting legacy for all 
New Zealanders to enjoy.  This proposal would 
enhance the already great mana and reputation 
of Ngati Whatua Orakei and reduce the density 
of the adjoining, proposed development and 
the subsequent traffic density on Lake Rd and 
surrounding streets.

Ngati Whatua Orakei could use the hapu’s 
well-established native plant nursery at Orakei 
to replant the new regional park with native 
plants by the hapu, volunteers and children from 
local schools. The park could become a home 
and reserve for the critically endangered kiwi, 
kakapo, kokako, bellbirds and the rare weta.

The cost of establishing the Oneoneroa 

Regional Park would be offset and enhanced 
by the increased land values and marketing 
opportunities on the adjoining development, 
and offset by the fresh, new eco-friendly 
Auckland Council under the leadership of our 
eco-warrior Phil Goff, providing either a land 
swap, a transfer of development rights and, as 
a last resort, a cash injection (or a combination 
of the three options).

This opportunity will never arise again. It 
would link the regional park to the adjoining 
proposed Shoal Bay/ Ngataringa Bay Wildlife 
Refuge, which is home to the critically endan-
gered godwits and wrybills and the internation-
ally, geologically important and endangered 
chenier shellbanks.

To bring this proposal to fruition requires the 
vision, co-operation, leadership and action of all 
of the above parties.  Being so close to the heart 
of the city, it could become an international 
tourist attraction.  For the sake of present and 
future generations, please get on with it. Time 
is of the essence.
Bruce Tubb

Bruce Tubb’s attack on Aidan Bennett is 
unnecessarily personal (Flagstaff, 29 Novem-
ber), just because Bennett voted to exclude the 
public from council workshops. To suggest 
that this decision is a threat to democracy is a 
nonsense. Workshops for whatever organisation 
are usually in-house and the chance for staff to 

be better informed and to test out opinions, free 
from any public scrutiny. 

I often disagree with decisions made by the 
council (and will do so again), but in this case 
they should be free to have workshops behind 
closed doors.
Roger Hall

Personal attack unnecessary

Driving entitlement the real issue

Park opportunity missed by Ngati Whatua 

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BYPROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

Serving You First

THANK YOU
Devonport Peninsula Trust is pleased to provide 

a Life101 programme for 20 local high-school 
students, thanks to funding from Pub Charity. 

The programme teaches students great life skills  
as they start to seek employment and more  

independence, such as producing a CV, preparing 
for a job interview, saving money and much more.

SUMMER FUN PRESCHOOL  
PLAY MORNINGS RESUMING IN JAN
Tuesdays from 14 Jan (@ Windsor Reserve)  

& Thursdays from 16 Jan (@ Bayswater Park)  
 9:30am–11:00am

Summer Fun Preschool Play is taking a break for 
Christmas/New Year and will resume mid January 
2020. Bring your toddler and a coffee and enjoy 

our beautiful parks!  Caregiver supervision required, 
and sessions weather dependent.  For more info, 

visit www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz. Follow us on 
Facebook to keep up to date with any changes.

CHRISTMAS AT THE CLUB
Sunday 15 December, 3–8pm 

Ngataringa Tennis Club, 166 Calliope Rd,       
Stanley Bay 

Everyone is welcome to Ngataringa Tennis Club’s 
Christmas at The Club event. Bring a picnic rug 
and refreshments, or enjoy burgers and fries for 
sale from the food truck. Devonport rock band 

Major Tom are performing. For children there will 
be a bouncy castle and fun on and off the court.

OUT & ABOUT 
FAMILY-FUN ACTIVITIES

Out & About are running a series of family-fun ac-
tivities in Devonport-Takapuna through January and 
February, such as a Kite Day on 17 January at Fort 

Takapuna, Circus in the Park on 8 February  
at Woodall Park, plus much more. 

Visit their Facebook page www.facebook.com/
outandaboutakl/ for more details.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz
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150 SEAT RESTAURANT 

  SUPERIOR SEAFOOD •  FULLY LICENSED

OUTDOOR SEATING •  TAKEAWAYS

FOR CORPORATE BOOKINGS PHONE (09) 445 1777

FROM THE TEAM AT VIC ROAD KITCHEN
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On hearing on RNZ that greedy fuel 
companies are overcharging consumers for 
petrol and diesel, and have been for decades, 
making great profits, it seems to me a very 
good reason to get behind and support a Gull 
service station. 

Elizabeth Urry (Flagstaff, 29 November) is 
right to believe that it would be for the greater 
good for the greater number of people in our 

community. 
Not everyone can afford an electric car 

and it is not always convenient to travel all 
the way to the Lake Rd station to fill up. So 
I say, get on with it, we have been waiting 
long enough for some competition to BP.  
Let’s welcome it with open arms and show 
our support.

Sharon Byron-McKay

No sign yet that the Albatross ‘artwork’ 
has migrated from the central city waterfront, 
via the Auckland Council coffers. I was 
wondering, when the flight of the albatross 
is imminent, if Auckland Transport (AT) 
plans to roll out the red carpet for its arrival.

If they do, they might see that Devonport 
Wharf needs some TLC. I’m sure that com-
muters and locals, retail customers and visi-
tors to the wharf can’t have missed evidence 
of the already-present birdlife.

What surprises me is that AT doesn’t seem 
to have a basic maintenance programme to 
clean up the bird droppings. Why would 
you linger or run your hand along the ban-
nister? It’s dirty and unpleasant and needs 
a clean-up. Not just once, but regularly. A 
decent waterblast of the deck, and some 
old-fashioned scrubbing of the bannister is 
all I would suggest needs to be done.

I’d rather Auckland Council spent rate-
payers’ money on its basic duties of keeping 
public spaces clean, tidy and appealing, 
rather than splashing the cash on a so-called 
artwork that no one in the community has 
asked for.
Mary Taylor

A Honda driver aching to see the den-
tist, in Lake Rd, Belmont. 
Dennis Manson 

As an active participant in several areas 
of the community, I thoroughly enjoy the 
times that I have been able to attend De-
vonport-Takapuna Local Board Tuesday 
meetings.

I have at times also enjoyed the opportu-
nity of presenting to, or debating with, the 
board on the subject of the day.

I am now bitterly disappointed to see that 
the meetings have been brought forward to 
2pm, effectively excluding the majority of 
residents who work full-time, from attending.

It would be fantastic to go to a meeting 
and debate this subject, especially with Mr. 
Bennett. But alas, I can’t get there at that 
time of the day.

It seems like another tightening of the 
muzzle on the voices of interested and con-
cerned members of the public. Why are some 
members of this board appearing to be afraid 
of others’ opinions?
 Gavin Sheehan

Early meeting times  
shut out public 

Basic TLC before Albatross 

• The unkempt state of 
Devonport Wharf (at left)

Creating a cavityWelcome Gull with open arms

Bodyline with Guy Body

Letters to the Editor
Letters are welcome.  They should be 

on Devonport-related topics. Nom-de-
plumes or submissions without a name 
will not be printed. 

Email to news@devonportflagstaff.
co.nz or post to Devonport Flagstaff,  
PO Box, 32 275, Devonport. 
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ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

Emma Mackie-Watts
Counsellor
Helping you find a way through:
• grief and loss • anxiety
• depression • trauma
• family and relationship difficulties
• work and career issues

Emma is a professional NZAC-registered  
counsellor, based in Devonport & Auckland CBD. 
I want to help you find answers for yourself.  
Email or call Emma
emma@ejmcounselling.com or 021 140 2592
www.ejmcounselling.com

Zephan Clark came home after another bad 
day at school and decided he’d had enough of 
being miserable. School sucked, he figured, 
so why not be a social-media star instead of a 
miserable teen.

Clark was 14 years old at the time. Four years 
later, he has 2.8 million followers on the latest 
hot social-media app, TikTok. 

He’s also got 325,000 subscribers on You-
Tube and 779,000 following his Instagram 
account. 

Now 18, Clark says his social-media story 
had already started in a modest way in the UK 
before his family moved to Whangarei four 
years ago, and he started going to high school 
there. 

It was a huge culture shock for him and he 
says he was just too different from the local 
kids to fit in. Many miserable times followed. 
He remembers feeling bullied, depressed and 
desperate to find a happier path.

“Like every kid, I followed people on social 
media who made me feel happy. So I thought, 
why not do that myself ? I’d been depressed and 
I thought that was how I could turn negatives 
into positives. By making me and other kids 
happy.

“So I got home from school, sat down on 
the edge of my bed, logged in and just started 
talking into my phone. And I just kept going on 
and on doing it.”

Despite not gelling with his peers at a Kiwi 
high school, Clark had been able to hang onto 
a self-image of being reasonably smart, funny 
and creative. And although he doesn’t really 
recall what he’d been talking about in those 
early days out in cyber space, sometime after 
saying “Hello, I’m Zephan in New Zealand”, 
he started clicking with kids all over the world.

“Whatever I was doing they seemed to like 
it, so it just sort of evolved, with me making 
it up as I went along. I would have tipped a 
bucket of water over my head if that was what 
they wanted.”

Every day he posted on TikTok, often 
multiple times, and every day his number of 
followers grew.

TikTok, a video platform that was launched in 

2017, together with its Chinese version had, by 
February this year, been downloaded a billion 
times. It is one of the most popular social-media 
apps for teens. 

A bit like karaoke-gone-digital, it lets users 
make 15-second video clips of themselves 
lip-syncing to music, acting or showing off in 
whatever manner they choose. The kids who 
follow Clark are mostly in their mid-teens and 
many are based in America.

Doing TikTok before and after school began 
in Whangarei, and continued when the family 
moved to Tauranga and he went to school there.

“I really hoped the kids at school wouldn’t 
find out about it. But of course it got out, and 
I sort of got a bit of a backlash of unwelcome 
attention.”

 Once again, Clark felt on the outer with 

Kiwi teens. But by the time the family left the 
Bay of Plenty and moved to settle in Belmont 
in January this year, he had more than one 
million followers.

He’s just turned 18, and this year flagged 
school to make social media – and being a social 
‘influencer’ – his day job. 

And while he prefers not to go into details, 
he says on an average day he earns about a 
thousand dollars.

“My dad is a teacher, so I had a hard time 
convincing him and my mother than I could quit 
school and get more serious about social media.”

Although previously, he had won the battle of 
persuading his parents to let him travel alone to 
the US, where his fan base is, and where the big 
social-media conventions are held.

At barely 16, he took up the challenge of 

Interview

Belmont teen fosters lucrative global following 
Pumping out content for social media has turned Zephan Clark into an online star, making on average $1000 a 
day. He tells Helen Vause about his recipe for social-influencing success.

On camera... Zephan Clark taught himself how to shoot and edit 
video for his social-media platforms
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proving to his parents that he could earn enough 
by maintaining and developing his social-me-
dia activity to take the whole family to the next 
convention in Los Angeles.

He achieved that goal, and is these days back 
and forth to the US alone at least half a dozen 
times a year, and successfully running his own 
business by himself.

“My parents understand what I’m doing and 
support me to live healthily. My mum makes 
me very healthy meals and I do work out,” says 
Clark who adds that maybe soccer could lure 
him back outdoors too.

For Clark, throwing out the school uniform, 
and getting serious about staying on top of his 
chosen medium and making a living, meant 
getting up in the morning and getting into 
social-influencer mode – though still from his 
room in the family home.

“I’m the same guy on camera – just way 
more energised. I make myself get straight 
down to doing at least a couple of short bits 
for TikTok.” 

Sometimes he will then press the button to 
talk live to his followers, off and on for hours. 
Or he settles down to making and editing video 
for his YouTube followers.

Clark is proud of what he pumps out.
“There’s no social-media school for social 

influencers like me. You learn as you go. I’ve 
taught myself all aspects, from shooting and 
editing and how to work out which brands I 
want to promote.”

He quickly figured out what his recipe for 
success would be.

“I really engage with my followers all the 

time. I talk directly to them. All the time, I’m 
watching carefully for comments from them, 
and I will reply directly. So I’m talking to them, 
and with them, and responding to them and 
making them happy by being part of it.

“This approach is working to build my base. 
I am all about entertainment and making people 
happy. I like to make people smile, and I love it 
when people tell me I make their day.

“I’m trying to widen the age range of people 
who follow me. But hey, it doesn’t matter who 
watches me. If I helped them take their mind 
off something, brought them a few moments 
of happiness, then that’s all good.”

Clark says he keeps it light, but does talk 
about mental health.

He has built his following into the millions 
on TikTok, but he loves making short videos 
for YouTube, where he’s posted 56 of his 
productions to date. And his stories are finding 
their mark.

More than 127,000 watched, for example, 
when Clark’s sister did a home-colouring job 
on his hair, giving him green locks. In earlier 

shows, it was blue and pink. All the while, 
he keeps up an incredible patter direct to the 
camera and his fans beyond. 

For one earlier story, he flew a friend to Paris 
for a weekend on the town. And recently, he 
went on camera for a painful soul-searching 
piece, about breaking up with his girlfriend. 
That pulled 270,000 views, and much ongo-
ing online banter, before he decided to take a 
week’s break from being online.

“It’s a booming world online,” Clark says. 
“And it’s 100 per cent where I want to be. 
Kids these days don’t dream about being a 
policeman when they grow up. They want to 
be a YouTuber.”

Despite his international following, Clark 
goes largely unknown in New Zealand, where 
he says less than one per cent of his fan base 
lives, though he’s about to start developing his 
profile here.

“I like helping people. I want to tour New 
Zealand schools and talk about mental health 
and encourage kids to be resilient. I want to 
tell them they too can accomplish their goals 
and that the bad times can’t last forever. I feel 
I can do that for young people, so that’s where 
I want to go next.”

While he’s riding the wave, Clark wonders 
about where his current path will lead him.

“I know I’ve got a shelf life, and that one day 
it will all end. But from my childhood earnings, 
I hope I’ve earned enough to have choices in 
my future.”

Mistakes he’s made on the way? “Not work-
ing hard enough,” grins Clark, wandering off 
up Lake Rd under his big beanie.

“There’s no  
social-media school 
for social influencers 
like me. You learn as 

you go.” 

Whether you’re buying, building, renovating,  
refinancing or ready to downsize your home –  
I can match you with the right bank. 

As your personal adviser I’ll do all the legwork to 
negotiate great terms and settle on time. And best 
of all, my advice won’t cost you a cent.

Susan Templeton 
personal mortgage adviser

027 220 2053 
susan@nichemortgages.co.nz  |  nichemortgages.co.nz

I can make it easier  
for a bank to say ‘yes’
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In supporting in principle the views of 
managing editor Rob Drent about public 
attendance at workshop meetings of the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board (DTLB) 
(Flagstaff, 29 November), I’d like to suggest 
a compromise.

Payers of rates, on properties within the 
board’s boundaries, should be entitled to 
apply for, and receive, a ticket to attend any 
and all such meetings during the term of 
office of the board as spectators in the public 
gallery, on the strict understanding that they 

have no rights to speak or to try to influence 
the course of the discussion in any overt way. 
This would also include the media. 

Thus, interested ratepayers would have the 
transparency to enable them to hear the back-
ground to any issue of importance to them, 
so informing whatever they might wish to 
say on the matter during the public forum 
of a subsequent regular board meeting, or 
otherwise to raise the matter privately with 
one or other of the elected board members.

Just as board members are elected to serve 

DTLB ratepayers, so officials owe a duty 
to those whose rate payments cover their 
salaries and operating costs; if this makes 
them feel uncomfortable, they are in the 
wrong jobs.

And the chairman may need to be remind-
ed of the generally accepted convention 
that a casting vote is used to maintain the 
status quo.
Terry Dunleavy,
Chairman   
Takapuna Residents Association 

Community support for open public meetings

Has anyone else noticed the state of the 
roundabout garden at the end of Lake Road 
and the entrance to Devonport? 

For some months,  I have seen the weeds 
grow from strength, to strength, plus wheel 
tracks  from a vehicle that obviously took 
a wild turn.  

It is a scruffy entrance to Devonport, and  
surprising  considering that the other public 
gardens in the area are looked after.  Not a 
good sight for the locals and certainly not for 
visitors. Who is responsible for weeding it? 
Janet Douglas 

LIMITED SPACES FOR 2020
info@age.school.nz |   Ph (09) 218 7771

Roundabout garden 
in poor state 

Devonport 09 445 2010 
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club 
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club

DEVONPORT
55 STANLEY POINT ROAD

DEADLINE SALE
Closes on 19 Dec at 3:00pm
(unless sold prior) 

VIEWING
SUNDAY 3:00 - 3:45pm
www.barfoot.co.nz/779186

Leila MacDonald
021 928 926 / 09 215 4394
l.macdonald@barfoot.co.nz
Remuera  09 524 0149

DEADLINE SALE - BE QUICK!
This iconic clifftop property, positioned on nearly half of an acre of 
green oasis is a peaceful and private luxury sanctuary. The full city 
panorama is on show to enjoy from the Sky Tower to the sailing boat 
races and cruise ships. Come America’s Cup time there won’t be a 
better spot to be. The main lounge enjoys its own uninterrupted floor 
to ceiling scene across the water to the full  twinkling cityscape. The 
local ferry can whisk you to the CBD in 10 minutes to take full 
advantage of all the attractions the city has to offer. 
Make this your family's best Christmas! Contact us now!

David MacDonald
021 650 901 / 09 215 4395
d.macdonald@barfoot.co.nz
Remuera 09 524 0149 

DEADLINE SALE

A E B C F H M L
5 3 2.5 2 2 4   

Remuera  09 524 0149

DEVONPORT
55 STANLEY POINT ROAD

DEADLINE SALE
Closes on 19 Dec at 3:00pm
(unless sold prior) 

VIEWING
SUNDAY 3:00 - 3:45pm
www.barfoot.co.nz/779186

Leila & David MacDonald
021 928 926 / 021 650 901
l.macdonald@barfoot.co.nz
Remuera  09 524 0149

DEADLINE SALE - BE QUICK!
This iconic clifftop property, positioned on nearly half of an acre of 
green oasis is a peaceful and private luxury sanctuary. The full city 
panorama is on show to enjoy from the Sky Tower to the sailing boat 
races and cruise ships. Come America’s Cup time there won’t be a 
better spot to be. The main lounge enjoys its own uninterrupted floor 
to ceiling scene across the water to the full twinkling cityscape. The 
local harbour ferry can whisk you to the CBD in 10 minutes to take full 
advantage of all the attractions the city has to offer. 
Make this your family's best Christmas! Contact us now!

Carol Wetzell
027 245 3392
c.wetzell@barfoot.co.nz
Devonport 09 445 2010 

DEADLINE SALE

A E B C F H M L
5 3 2.5 2 2 4   



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 26 December 13, 2019



December 13, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 27 

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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30 NOV 
– 21 DEC

Bookings  
ph 489 8360  

or  
www.timbray.org.nz

Auckland’s leading theatre for children

by TIM BRAY

Santa Claus
The

Show
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Students from Devonport schools are 
among the six Takapuna Harriers Athletic Club 
members selected for the 2020 Trans-Tasman 
Challenge. 

The competition between New South Wales 
Little Athletics and New Zealand athletes from 
the North Island sees children aged 10 and 11 
compete. The event is in its 40th year.

Athletes from Wellington to Cape Reinga 
trialled for the team with 25 of each age and 
gender selected. The competition will be held 
on 19 January at Mt Smart Stadium.

Harriers make trans-Tasman athletics team

Fastest kids off the block… From left to right: Charlotte Houliston (11 yrs, Campbells Bay School), 
Connor Brady (10 yrs, Belmont Primary School), Caleb Maunder (10 yrs, Campbells Bay Primary School), 
Cooper McNaughton (11 yrs, Vauxhall School), Dominic Cook (12 yrs, Belmont Intermediate School) and 
Isla Cutts (11 yrs, Belmont Intermediate School)

www.yarntons.co.nz

From Bruce, Karen and
the team at Yarntons!
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Ascot House
137 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

Ascot House has been looking after Devonport’s 
elderly residents for over fifty years, providing a 

range of professional care services in a boutique, 
caring, friendly home environment.  

To make an enquiry for yourself, a family 
member or friend, please call  

Shona or Pat  445 2518.

Looking for Short or 
Long Term Care?

PHONE 445 2518

Brightening up  
The Arcade for  

Christmas 
A large christmas tree in The Arcade 

on Victoria Rd is being decorated by 
locals.

 Residents who donate a decoration 
go into a prize draw. 

Organiser Jeneal Rohrback hopes 
the project will add to Devonport’s 
Christmas spirit. 

Free charity Christmas lunch 
at Holy Trinity 

For the third year running, a free Christ-
mas Day lunch will be held at Holy Trinity 
Church in Devonport.

The aim is ensure noone in the commu-
nity is alone on the day or stressed about 
paying for food.

Food will be provided by Baked, Kiwi 
Harvest and parishioners.

The lunch takes place in the Parish Hall 
after the 9.30am Christmas Service. Attend-
ees should call Andie Levell on 445 0328  
so enough chairs and tables can be set up.

5 Wynyard St, Devonport 09 445 8381

COME AND SEE US FOR 
ALL YOUR TYRE NEEDS

 PLUS: Get the latest wheel alignment technology

• Car & 4x4 tyres • Brakes
• Servicing • Nitrogen
• Balancing • Batteries
• Wheelbarrow tyres • Pram tyres

5 Wynyard St, Devonport 09 445 8381

COME AND SEE US FOR 
ALL YOUR TYRE NEEDS

 PLUS: Get the latest wheel alignment technology

• Car & 4x4 tyres • Brakes
• Servicing • Nitrogen
• Balancing • Batteries
• Wheelbarrow tyres • Pram tyres

5 Wynyard St, Devonport 09 445 8381

COME AND SEE US FOR 
ALL YOUR TYRE NEEDS

 PLUS: Get the latest wheel alignment technology

• Car & 4x4 tyres • Brakes
• Servicing • Nitrogen
• Balancing • Batteries
• Wheelbarrow tyres • Pram tyres•	Car	&	4x4	tyres
•	Servicing
•	Balancing
•	LPG	Swap’n’Go	bottles

•	Brakes
•	Nitrogen
•	Batteries
•	Pram	tyres

PLUS:	Get the latest wheel alignment technology

Come and see us for all 
your tyre and serviCing needs

Pre-ChriStmaS	
aPPoiNtmeNtS	
avaiLaBLe	Now!
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113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  
Make health your priority with our

minor injury and urgent care
specialists.

Get in touch:

0800 SHORECARE
www.shorecare.co.nz

2 convenient locations. Both open
across the entire holiday period.

 

Reduced after hours fees for
subsidised patients

       (Over 65's, under 14's & CSC holders)
 

FREE ACC for under 14's at all times

 • ballet • Jazz • Contemporary • Hip Hop •  
Stretch & conditioning • PRE-sCHOOL •

nOW TAKING 2020 ENROLMENTS

STUDIO LOCATIONS

Taitamariki Hall
 8 Auburn St, Takapuna

Devonport studio
24 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

•   Eriko Finlay   •   e.finlay@xtra.co.nz   •   021 455 106   •    www.lecolededanse.co.nz    •

FINAL VIEWING

Devonport 1/24 Seabreeze Road

2 1 1 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 19 Dec 2019

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 10-10.45am

& Wed 5-5.45pm

Lynda Betts 021 278 3024

lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Superb level townhouse close to Narrow Neck

Walk 300 metres along the road to Narrow Neck Beach from this super one level brick townhouse.

Beautifully renovated with generous sun filled living room, dining and modern kitchen all enjoying

views to the park and golf course across the road. Two private decks where you can live and

entertain in the safely fenced garden. Two double bedrooms and a bathroom with disabled access

shower means easy living is assured. A large single garage has been lined, carpeted and insulated so

offers potential to develop into a third bedroom with en-suite - there are architecturally designed

concept plans available. A garden shed will keep your tools and beach toys secure. Excellent

schools, Devonport shops and the ferry to the city are all close by. You should see this soon.

bayleys.co.nz/1470284
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ODD-JOB 
HANDYMAN
Small-to-medium  
odd jobs 
done around  
the house

Call James 
for availability  
and hourly rate

021 239 4898

Police chase closes Devonport 
streets and park

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Ian Cunliffe & Diana Murray

IAN CUNLIFFE 027 227 9322
DIANA MURRAY 021 911 522

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WE HAVE SOME 
GREAT EVENTS COMING UP 

AT THE VIC OVER THE  
NEXT FEW WEEKS!

Bugsy Malone, the 1976 musical 
gangster movie starring Jodie 
Foster & Scott Baio, is on 18 Dec 
as part of the Vic’s Fun Flashback 
series.
And live country music on Friday 
21 Dec in the Vic Lounge with John 
Borroughs a multi-instrumentalist 
featuring his Stetson Road album.
A not to be missed treat for the 
family on 19 Dec is the eagerly 
awaited latest instalment of Star 
Wars: The Rise of Skywalker,  
directed by JJ Abrams.  
Book your tickets now!

SUPPORT OUR LOUNGE 
RESTORATION PROJECT

Our fund-raising campaign is 
catching on with some generous 
donations coming in.
It’s easy to donate at givealit-
tle – support the Vic    or on our 
website victheatretrust.org.nz
But we have a long way to go 
before we can start this important 
and essential first stage of restor-
ing this historic theatre.

Check out the Christmas lights  
on the Vic!  They make an  
eye-catching entrance for people 
coming into the Devonport  
village after dark.

Support your  

paper for the price 

of a cup of coffee. 

Go to 

devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  

‘Become a supporter’  

at the top  

of the page.

PARADOX 
BOOKS

New books • Children’s activities
Cards & Stationery

26 Victoria Rd Devonport
+64 9 446 0023

Visit, click and collect or buy online 
www.paradoxbooks.co.nz

A Devonport park and street were closed 
off on Monday as police chased car thieves. 

A Mitsubishi Pajero was stolen from the 
Calliope Rd area around 11am on Monday. 
The offenders drove as far as Memorial 
Drive, where they dumped the car and ran 
off into Ngataringa Park.

Police and a dog team arrived minutes 
later, closing off the park and the Victoria Rd 
extension as they searched for the thieves.

A police officer at the scene described it 
as an “opportunist theft.”

The owner of the car did not want to 
comment other than to say he was impressed 
with the speed at which the police arrived 
on the scene.
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Electrician
Friendly 

Registered Electrician

Call Oli
021 02 73 63 23

Genuine Low Prices
Prompt Service
Senior Discount

Graham Pitts: architect, ‘ratafarian’, environmentalist

Devonport RSA is proud to serve our community and each year the 
Devonport RSA Memorial Trust makes charitable donations to local 
schools, youth groups and community organisations. 
These donations come from the RSA’s funds, and are in no way connected 
with the money raised on Poppy Day, which is administered in a separate 
Trust exclusively for the welfare of returned and service people and their 
dependants. In 2017, Devonport RSA donated to the following:
Leander Sea Cadets * Calliope Sea Scouts Association * 1st Devonport 
Scout Group * Girl Guiding New Zealand * Girls Brigade * Awataha Young 
Mariners * Youth Division of St John * Auckland District RSA Youth Council 
* Takapuna Grammar School * Belmont Intermediate School * Belmont 
Primary School * Bayswater Primary School * Vauxhall Primary School *  
St Leo’s Primary School * Devonport Primary School * Stanley Bay Primary 
School * Wilson School * St John Ambulance * Starship Foundation *  
Salvation Army * Ranfurly Village Hospital Ltd * The Wilson Home Trust * 
North Shore Hospice * Devonport Community House.
Devonport RSA, Devonia Building, 
61 Victoria Road, PO Box 32-187, Devonport 0744
Phone: (09) 445 8938  Email: devonportrsa@xtra.co.nz

Catching rats isn’t most people’s idea 
of fun, but Bayswater architect Graham 
Pitts maximised the potential for humour, 
referring to himself as a ‘ratafarian’ or ‘The 
Birkley Rat Bag’ – after the street he lived in.

“He had a formidable intellect, a wicked 
sense of humour and a sense of mischief,” 
recalls community development coordinator 
Stephen McLuckie.

McLuckie and Pitts set up the Ngataringa 
Bay pest-control group, which became the 
‘Bayswater Rat Pack’, involving pupils from 
Bayswater School in monitoring a bait line.

Pitts was recognised as a finalist in this 
year’s Mayoral Conservation Awards for his 
environmental advocacy.

Pitts’ long-term partner, artist and land-
scape designer Ngaire Mules, says she 
introduced him to monitoring birds, but he 
took it to another level, becoming very active 
in the local area.

He wrote letters to the Flagstaff and local 
authorities, submitted on consultations and 
plans, and offered an expert opinion on local 
issues, such as contamination from naval 
fire-fighting foam and sedimentation from 
developments.

He was a founding member of the Bayswa-
ter Environment Action Coalition, collabo-
rating on its inaugural event to welcome the 
godwits to Ngataringa Bay in 2018.

Pitts died on 22 November, aged 74, 15 
months after a cancer diagnosis. He leaves 
behind Mules, son Jo Pitts, stepchildren 
Matthew and Erica Mules, sister Vivian Hill 
and five grandchildren. 

In the almost 30 years he and Mules lived 
on the Devonport peninsula, Pitts designed 
hundreds of homes or alterations, becoming 
known for renovations sensitive to heritage.

He shunned fashion in architecture, and 
was motivated by design principals. As an 
example, he always drove a Citroen.

As a student at the University of Auckland, 
Pitts wrote a thesis on Group Architects 
and he became known as an authority on 

the New Zealand modernists, 
Mules says.

A number of his visually 
arresting houses can be found 
in the Devonport area, notably 
Pausch House at 50 Lands-
downe St, and Pitts’ and Mules’ 
former home at 25A Stanley 
Point Rd and their current 
Birkley Rd home.

They collaborated on their 
own homes and many others, 
with Mules doing the land-
scape design.

Pitts’ work can also be found 
much further afield. 

“There are houses throughout New Zea-
land that are carefully worked into their 
environment, often with the use of wood and 
concrete,” Mules says. 

Pitts adhered to the principle of ‘truth to 
materials’ – keeping the integrity of materials 
evident. He was best known for his clever use 
of space in domestic interiors.

Pitts didn’t enter awards, but preferred to 
fly under the radar, she says, adding he was 
never short of work.

Jo Pitts says his father was an outstanding 
mathematician, gaining 98 and 99 per cent 
for pure and applied maths in his first year at 
university, as well as being solidly grounded 
in first principles of engineering.

Obituary 

Architectural and conservation 
luminary... Graham Pitts and 
partner Ngaire Mules, with 
whom he collaborated in work, 
conservation and life

Pitts was an ardent chess player and drew 
twice with chess great Ortvin Sarapu – who 
won the New Zealand title 20 times – a 
matter of quiet pride, Jo says.

His father’s sense of humour came from 
a place of immense silliness, Jo says.

“He liked a good joke and he loved a 
bad one.”
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From a historical perspective... Dave Veart gives a talk on 
Takarunga/Mount Victoria

Flax hacks... Takutai Moana Watts held a class on working with flax, 
in the Devonport Primary School hall 

It has been a great year for the 
Devonport Rotary Club  with a number 
of projects underway, including the 
playground relocation to Vanuatu, the 
Pump Park at Woodall Park as well 
as building and donating five music 
walls to a number of childcare centres 
around our area.
We finished the year with our biennual 

Fine Homes Tour. This was a huge success, 

with the event hosting in excess of 600 

people and raising $70,000. 

A significant portion of the funds have been 

donated to Dementia Auckland, while a number 

of schools and clubs in the area also benefitted 

through the ticketing partnership arrangement. 

Remaining funds will enable Devonport Rotary 

to assist the local community with selected 

projects in the future.

This event of course couldn’t have been such 

a success without the support of the families 

who opened their homes, the volunteers, the 

ticket purchasers, the cafes who got in behind 

us, and our generous primary sponsors Bayleys, 

Rymans and Fullers, plus many others, THANK 

YOU!

Finally, we would like to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a safe New Year.

Contact us at info@devonportrotary.co.nz  
or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz  

if you would like more info.

This month’s column 
was sponsored by 
Bayleys Real Estate  
and Ryman Healthcare

Join us for a compelling hour with Annah and her team as they speak to us about Annah’s story 
of success, her charity RAW, and a showcase of her clothing collection with styling tips to help 

revitalise your signature style! 

Annah Stretton is one of New Zealand’s most enduring fashion designers and business entrepreneurs 
with twelve clothing stores across the country. She is also a hugely successful philanthropist, business 

mentor, publisher, speaker, author and advocate for the advancement of women. 

This event is not to be missed!

Thursday 5 September, 10am 
The Rose Centre, School Road, Devonport

’s
R AW  T R U T H

’s
R AW  T R U T H

To reserve your seat please phone 
Mark or Janet on 445 0909 by 
Tuesday 3 September

7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport 
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Several dozen people attended a Takarunga 
open day at Devonport Primary, and on the 
mountain, which featured kapa haka, history, 
education and guest speakers.

Thomas Rawiri and Jordan Winiata from 
the Tūpuna Maunga Authority spoke about 
their work on Takarunga/Mount Victoria and 
other maunga. 

Takutai Moana Watts from the Kaipātiki 
Project talked about her work with harakeke 
(flax) and demonstrated her weaving skills.

Geologist Kate Kenedi from the Univer-
sity of Auckland gave an overview of the 53 
maunga across Tāmaki Makaurau/Auckland,  
and scientific insight into the 58,000 year-old 
volcano Takarunga.

Chris Bindon, a biodiversity advisor with 
Auckland Council, shared his perspectives on 
wildlife in the region.

Dave Veart gave a talk on his many years 
of experience as an archaeologist and writer, 
giving a peek into the past on Takarunga. Long-
time ecological restorationist Neil Henderson 
was also part of the day.

Learning about the maunga: Takarunga Community Day 2019

Heightened insights… speakers and visitors prepare for a walk to the Takarunga/Mount Victoria summit

RESTORING TAKARUNGA HAURAKI
Thank you so much to our fabulous volunteers and 
collaborators for everything accomplished this year!




Please join our end-of-year and volunteer celebration! 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 at 4 PM – 6 PM 


 Devonport Yacht Club, King Edwards Parade

Ngā mini nui - thank you so much to all our ecological restoration volunteer collaborators!  
We are community-initiated and community-powered - so literally, you make the difference. 

This year hundreds of people, local groups and our school communities have come together  
and inspired each other through hard work, fun, and friendship. As a result birds, trees, insects,  

and other wildlife on the Devonport Peninsula is better off.
Everyone is welcome to be part of our efforts.  Please join our Facebook group or email list for updates.  

Many good things happened this year! 
Contact Lance Cablk, Programme Coordinator, pestfreedevonport@gmail.com

Thank you so much to our fabulous volunteers and 
collaborators for everything accomplished this year!
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

Kitchens
‘DIY’ with a twist
• NZ custom made
• Unique cabinetry systems
• Innovative handle-less solutions
• Villa and traditional kitchens

email kitchensbytgk@xtra.co.nz
PH 021 748 866

by TGK
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  
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Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
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building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Concrete Work
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School history resurfaces as 150th nears
A swimming trophy made out of 

wood salvaged from the wreck of the 
RMS Niagara is one of the quirky as-
pects of Devonport Primary School’s 
history, rediscovered as preparations 
for its 150th anniversary celebrations 
begin.

“For some reason or other, someone 
made the wood into a little desk and 
made it the swimming trophy,” says 
school principal Beverley Booth.

The teak trophy is inscribed: “The 
Niagara Trophy for improvement 
in swimming in the primer schools, 
made from wood salvaged from the 
Niagara.”

RMS Niagara was an ocean liner 
that sank during World War II, when 
it struck a German mine off Northland 
in 1941. It was carrying 590 Reserve 
Bank gold ingots, that were later 
recovered.

All 349 passengers and crew safely 
escaped the ship, in lifeboats, accord-
ing to the government’s NZ History 
website.

The school’s old stone steps are 
another item of historic interest, with 
prisoners believed to have built them. 

“We don’t know,” says Booth. “But 
nobody can walk up the steps – even 
children – without being out of breath, 
they’re so steep.”

The school’s former motto, adopt-
ed in 1920, contained language and 
notions of sacrifice that are no longer 
seen as fitting. Though Booth says 
some people would have liked the 
motto retained. Titled Be Worthy, it starts: 
‘Be worthy of the ancient and historic nation 
to which you belong.’

It’s likely the historic nation referred to is 
England, says Booth.

The school’s current motto: Moving young 
minds to higher grounds, reflects in part the 
school’s position on the maunga, says Booth.

Devonport Primary’s origins go back 
further than 150 years – to a school at Holy 
Trinity, says Booth. The celebrations will 

mark the school’s founding on its current 
site in 1870.

They will include a special assembly at 
the start of 2020, a celebratory weekend (13 
to 15 November) and the publication of a 
coffee-table school history book.

From Niagara to Takarunga... Devonport Primary principal Beverley Booth 
with a swimming trophy made from wood salvaged from a shipwreck, which 
has come to light ahead of the school’s 150th anniversary next year 
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Devonport Primary in their DNA
The site of Devonport Primary, perched 

on Takarunga/Mt Victoria, is part of the 
appeal of the school to a family where four 
generations have been students..

The Sturgess family is one of many who 
have attended the school over multiple gen-
erations, with Emma Sturgess, 43, involved 
in preparations for 150-year celebrations 
in 2020.

“I’d be back in a flash,” her father Owen 
Sturgess, 66, jokes. “It’s a great site. There 
was always something going on out the 
window.”

Owen recalls the day when a roar drew 
his class to the window, from where they 
saw six Sunderland flying boats on one of 
their last flights.

The Sturgess family’s connection with 
Devonport extends back into the mid-1800s, 
when Owen’s great-grandfather Alexander 
McGregor was a captain of trading ships in 
a group that became the Northern Steamship 
Company.

Owen’s mother, Yvonne McInnes, attended 
the school, as did her five siblings.

Emma says the family connection definite-
ly played a part in her choice to send her six-
year-old daughter, Catherine Sturgess-Taylor, 
to Devonport Primary. “It was a no-brainer.”

Catherine can still see the Sturgess Cup, 
donated by Emma’s grandmother, which is 
presented today for achievement in sport.

Owen, who started school in 1958, recalls 
classes in the historic kauri building with the 
motto Be Worthy hanging in the apex.

“Why that changed, I don’t know.” 
Other recollections are school milk that 

would quickly go off and smell, after being 
delivered in an equally pungent truck, getting 
the strap and going to the school ‘murder 
house’ (dental nurse).

Emma recalls taking rubbish to the school 
incinerator, and points out teaching has 
changed towards being more positive and 

encouraging.
Owen agrees, recalling a school report 

that read: “Owen continues to flounder in 
the mire.” 

These memories and others will be collect-

ed in a coffee-table book Emma is working 
on, with others, for the 150-year celebrations. 

To find out more, join Facebook group 
‘150 years of Devonport Primary’ or email: 
150@devonport.school.nz

Family ties... Devonport Primary alumni Owen Sturgess and Emma 
Sturgess, with current pupil Catherine Sturgess-Taylor

CALL USFOR A FREEINSURANCEREVIEW

156A Lake Road, Belmont, Auckland 0622

P 09 488 7480  |  M 021 491 080  |  E nicola@nji.co.nz

www.nji.co.nz

NICOLA JONES INSURANCE
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ACCOMMODATION.

2 bedroom Bayswater home 
for Rent. Very Warm, 5 mins 
walk to Ferry. Available 
for long term rent. $580pw 
Pets Negotiable. Email -  
carolyn@carolynharper.co.nz
Accommodation wanted.  
Will you be travelling over-
seas? We are a reliable, tidy 
Dutch family (two children) 
looking for a temporary home 
in North Shore. We love 
pets. Arriving Auckland on 
Jan 20, and can stay between 
1-6 months. Email us on  
deboerart@gmail.com or phone 
+8210 3036 2102.
Anne Street 2 bedroom apart-
ment. Short term rental - 1 
May - 31 July 2020. Totally re-
furbished accommodation, fully 
furnished including whiteware, 
beds & linen.  Full kitchen, 
two storey, separate entrance, 
quiet and private.  Suit single or 
business couple. Non-smokers 
only apply. Power and water 
included. See more details on 
website: https://www.duckinn.
co.nz/.  $750 per week. Ph Craig 
027 299 2172.
Cheltenham Beach Studio. 
Stunning studio with new fit-out 
only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full bath, 
fully furnished Devonport 
house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com.
Devonport - Self contained 
one double bedroom fully 
furnished and equipped pri-
vate accommodation in shared 
family home.  Suit single 
person or couple.  Handy to 
Devonport amenities/buses and  
ferry service. Email Colin via  
balgray@xtra.co.nz 

ACCOMMODATION.

Devonport Tudor Villa loft, 
all-round sea views. Furnished, 
serviced, sunny garden and 
verandah. Suits overseas visi-
tors or longer term negotiable.  
Available now through mid-
Dec 027 545 3060.
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
C h e l t e n h a m ,  a b s o l u t e 
beachfront.  One double 
and two singles, shady set-
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
Stunning Cheltenham Beach 
Cottage, metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-term 
holiday accommodation. Beau-
tifully refurbished, one bed-
room, self-contained cottage 
with a private garden. Phone 
Rebekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

FOR RENT

Carport budget rental. Suit 
camp or boat in Spring St. Tel: 
445 2978.

Office / Creative Studio to 
rent. 163 Lake Road, Belmont. 
Contact: hello@threadroom.
co.nz

REST HOMES

Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with dig-
nity in a friendly, family atmo-
sphere. Phone Shona, 445 2518.
Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, 
holistic care. Soul food and 
good people. Call Sharon By-
ron-McKay: 445-0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 

A1 Handyman Excellent work, 
budget. No job too big or small. 
Josh: 021 261 8322.
A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on  
022 073 1550. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Amazing home cleaning in-
cluding windows. 15 years’ ex-
perience. References available 
phone 027 492 6220.
Concrete-laying specialist. 
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom, 
Exposed and trowel finishes. 
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt  
022 102 5700.
Devonport  upholstery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques 
and contemporary styles.  
Recycling furniture for 36 
years. John Hancox. Phone: 
446 0372.
Custom-Made Lampshades 
An easy & effective way to up-
date your interior decor! 20yrs+ 
local known business serving 
commercial & residential cus-
tomers, specialising in new cre-
ations or reviving old favourites 
& vintage. Free quote & design 
advice. Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.
com, www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Gardening help? Call the 
WEEDS & WORMS team. 
Local, experienced, effi-
cient, reliable. Free quotes. 
Jeni 021 951 153 or Kirstan  
021 540 226.
Gardener Available Qual-
ified and experienced land-
scape designer. Enjoys getting 
his hands dirty. Good plant 
knowledge. Hard-working, 
reliable and creative with 
plantings. Contact Paddy 
022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED 

Gardening. Do you need 
regular help? No time for a 
tidy-up? Let me help. Ex-
per ienced gardener.  Ph 
Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Gutter Guards / Gutter 
Cleaning LeafScreen Gut-
ter Protection, Competitive 
Rates, Flagstaff discount. info@
leafscreen.co.nz, 0800 LEAF-
LESS (53 23 53)
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, 
alterations, and sketch designs. 
30 years’ experience in heritage 
area. First hour’s consultation 
free. Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home clean-
ing, including windows. Ex-
perienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

House/Pet Sitter. Mature wom-
an. Very experienced. Refer-
ences & Police check. Please 
Contact: 021 071 6988.
Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904.
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle 
Plus on 09-488-7279 or 027-
245-6264. Or you can email 
me on chris@lifestyleplusltd.
nz. References available.
Locksmith, Devonport’s 
own Scot t  Richardson.  
Mob 021 976 607.

SERVICES OFFERED 

mint. HOME CLEANING 
Your local cleaning couple 
is ready to deliver our 5-star 
shine to your home. For week-
ly cleaning, Spring, Moving 
or Open-Home cleans, and 
a FREE quote, call Pat (09) 
415 0028. 
Rotten wooden joinery etc 
repaired by craftsman builders 
using marine glues and fillers 
and treated timber. Call Duane 
on 027 488 5478.
Section services. Trees: pruned, 
removed. Hedges: trimmed, 
reduced.  Section clean-ups.  
Ph Dom 027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local 
Concrete layer. Small job spe-
cialist. Exposed, broom and 
trowel finishes. Call Ben Shad-
bolt on 022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.

TUITION

Adult beginners music:  
Cello, piano, theory. Especially 
tailored. harmonymusic@ 
hotmai l .co.nz or  Anne:  
021 0306 436.
Art Classes  Devonport 
Community House: Friday 
morning, mastering art. Ph: 
Lucy Bucknall - 09 446 0389.
Bonjour! Visiting France? A 
French student? Or a devout 
Francophile? French tutoring - 
one-on-one or group sessions. 
$40 per hour per person. Call 
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272.

TUITION

Learn piano/keyboard. 
L e s s o n s  f r o m  $ 1 9 . 0 0 . 
P r i v a t e ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l , 
Affordab le ,  En joyment 
for all ages. Competitions, 
Practical, Theory Exams. NZ 
Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Learn the bagpipes! Beginners 
of all ages welcome. Contact 
Lewis at lewismacd@gmail.
com or 021 182 0566.
Mathematics Tuition Avail-
able for years 9 to 13 by a 
retired maths teacher. Phone 
Graeme 445 8575.
NCEA Maths Exam special-
ist. 100% Student pass rate in 
2018 for all my  level 1 and 
3 students. Please ph Peter  
021 0817 5037.TUITION 
Piano Lessons. Piano & 
music theory tuition from 
classically trained pia-
nist. Devonport-based and 
can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Primary Tutor Maths, En-
glish, Health & Wellbeing 
and Drama for 5-11-year-olds.  
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com 
for further details. 027 410 6871 
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com
Sewing Classes Learn the sew-
ing essentials through work-
ing on fun, creative projects. 
Classes to suit a range of ages 
and abilities. Get in touch:  
hello@exhibit12.com or con-
tact Katie 021 124 2589.
SLSS Swim School,  11 
Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.
Vocal Coach Jenn Shel-
t o n ,  o f f e r i n g  s i n g i n g 
lessons to all  ages and  
abilities. Hauraki based.  
jenn.shelton@gmail.com

Classifieds

 COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORTLicensed Agent, REAA

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

REAL ESTATE

This is our last  issue for 2019.
Back in January. Safe travels.

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from the Devonport Flagstaff
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            IGNITE 
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND  Assessment of Environmental Effects  03.07.2018        

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

Tax and advisory services 
for your business.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FREE VENUE HIRE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies

SPECIAL EVENTS
THE VIC FUN FLASHBACKS: 
BUGSY MALONE – 8PM  
Alan Parker’s 1976 musical gangster comedy  
Bugsy Malone screening as part of The Vic Fun  
Flashbacks series.
MIDNIGHT SCREENING: STAR WARS: 
THE RISE OF SKYWALKER – 12.01AM  
Join us for the midnight premiere screening of 
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker at The Vic!  
Tickets now on sale from www.thevic.co.nz

NEW MOVIES RELEASE

In Safe Hands (Pupille) (M) 110 min 12 DEC
Playmobil (G) 100 min 12 DEC
Portrait of a Lady on Fire (M) 122 min 12 DEC
The Queen’s Corgi (PG) 85 min 12 DEC
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (M) 142 min 19 DEC
Cats (PG) 120 min 26 DEC
Jumanji: The Next Level (PG) 123 min 26 DEC

MON 16
DEC

THU 19
DEC
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A REMARKABLE AND 
VIBRANT RENOVATION

11 Empire Road

If you believe that all renovated period homes are 
much the same, you simply cannot afford to pass the 
opportunity to inspect this stunningly styled family home.
In a bottom-up, craftsman-led renovation, hints of arts 
and crafts heritage blend elegantly with advanced styling 
and appointments. Quality and attention to detail are its 
hallmark. This is a home to lift sprits and steal hearts.
A breath-taking Rachel Howie-designed living space at 
the rear of the house gives light and wonderful views of 
Mount Victoria.  Here, cooking, dining and living combine 
into one irresistible gathering place that offers seamless 
access to the secure, fully fenced rear lawn and expansive 
hardwood decking.
If location is your driver, then this cul-de-sac is spot x; in 
the heart of Devonport’s Golden Triangle and an equal 
15-minute stroll to the ferry, Devonport shops and two 
magnificent swimming beaches. People stay on this quiet 
street for many, many years.
This stunning family home is your investment in pride and 
move-in comfort and it far surpasses anything currently 
on the market. Your immediate attention is definitely 
warranted.

Open homes each Saturday and Sunday from  
11am to 12 pm or call for an appointment.

Mike van Wagoner AREINZ

M 021 567 577
E mike.vanwagoner@xtra.co.nz

4 2 2 1 4

 

You can say what you like about Aidan 
Bennett, the new Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board chair – but he’s got a sense 
of humour.

The Devonport Flagstaff, and our sister 
publication the Rangitoto Observer, have 
been heavily critical of Bennett’s push for 
closed board workshops.

Last week, Bennett turned up for a chat 
with managing editor Rob Drent, along with 
a framed copy of the Guy Body cartoon of 
him, which ran in both papers. 

It had been blown up and presented to 
Bennett by staff at the Christmas Party for 
his company, Benefitz.

Overall, Bennett was relaxed about the 
exposure. 

He said he was annoyed initially by the 
cartoon, but it had grown on him. 

And he was impressed by the likeness 
Body had created.

Lampooned then framed, but Bennett sees the funny side

Picture perfect... Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board chair 
Aidan Bennett (left), and  
Flagstaff and Observer managing 
editor Rob Drent, with the 
framed version of Guy Body’s 
cartoon of the politician
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DANCE CLASSES 

FOR EVERYONE! 

D E V O N P O R T  S C H O O L  O F  D A N C E    

W W W . D E V O N P O R T S C H O O L O F D A N C E . C O M  E M I L Y @ D E V O N P O R T S C H O O L O F D A N C E . C O M  

 

15  WYNYARD ST 

DEVONPORT 

AUCKLAND 

DANCE CLASSES  

16MTHS - ADULTS 

PURPOSE FITTED  STUDIO'S  

SPRUNG FLOORS 

MIRRORS 

UNIFORM SHOP  

VIC HALL HIRE 

BALLET 

CONTEMPORARY 

JAZZ 
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• Devonport identity Spence Buchanan 
celebrates his 80th birthday with drinks and 
nibbles at Sandra Damiris’ barber shop. Bu-
chanan bases himself at the shop, and helps 
out local retailers with banking, messages or 
by simply brightening their day. 

• Sewage pumps out of the Seabreeze 
pump station for 24 hours after council 
officials fails to respond to calls about the 
overflow. Clothing around pumps appears to 
have caused the fault. A major investigation 
is launched at North Shore City Council and 
numerous remedial measures put in place. 

• A controversial Takapuna Rotary scheme 
to fly a giant New Zealand flag from the top 
of Mt Victoria is thrown out. North Shore 
City Council planners rule the flag would 
alter the natural character of Devonport and 
would be offensive to Maori.

• The possibility of chemical spraying of 
Devonport Domain is in the news after the 
North Shore Cricket Club reports massive 
weed infestation. Around eight years ear-
lier, the Devonport Toxins Action Group 
lobbied North Shore City to ban spraying 
at the Domain.

•   A mass weeding of North Head is or-
ganised by the Department of Conservation 
and the North Head working party.

• A pontoon sinks off Windsor Reserve.
• North Shore rugby great Brad Johnstone 

starts a four-year contract as Italian rugby 
coach.

• The North Shore premier cricket team 

finishes top of its division in the Auckland one-day 
cricket competition. 

• North Shore MP Wayne Mapp increases his ma-
jority in the general election. His vote jumps from 
15,763 in 1996 to 16,765 in 1999. Mapp’s share of 
the vote increases from 43.5 to 47.4 per cent.

• A $6 million luxury apartment building 
being built at 105 Victoria Rd, the site of the 
old State Theatre, should be finished by March 
2000.

• Event organiser Kim Hegan is the Flagstaff 
interview subject.

Looking back – 20 years ago from the Flagstaff files

Interview subject... event organiser Kim Hegan

Make it the best Christmas  under the sun.

View the range at designconcepts.co.nz or visit 18 Barrys Point Rd

We’ve got everything you need to get your outdoor area sorted for the big day. And 
because we only use guality materials they’ll last for many more Christmases to come.

OUTDOOR  DINNINGOUTDOOR SOFAS OUTDOOR  LOUNGERS
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In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

AT THE PUMPHOUSE, TAKAPUNA
BOOKING : PH 489 8360
WWW.PUMPHOUSE.CO.NZ

The status of two historic buildings on 
Devonport’s main street will be determined 
at a planning hearing.

Council planners have recommended ‘the 
1888 building’, so called for the prominent 
date rendered in plaster at its apex, at 33 and 
37-39 Victoria Rd, be changed from A* to B 
in the heritage schedule.

The Buchanan building at 41 and 43 Victo-
ria Rd is also set to have its protection reduced 
in council plans, and a Group Architects home 
in Belmont will have its protection amended, 
as it has been subdivided.

Buildings labelled A* were listed as cat-
egory A before the Super City was formed 
and are now being progressively reviewed.

Devonport Heritage is opposed to the 
downgrade, saying any reduction in protec-
tion is “dangerous”.

A hearing covering these buildings and 
several others, has been set for 3 and 4 Feb-
ruary 2020.

Meanwhile, a plan change to clarify 
whether the heritage overlay or underlying 
zoning takes precedence in resource-consent 
decisions, is expected to be heard in March, 
with a firm date yet to be set.

Historic buildings’ 
downgrade 

recommended  

Tēnā koutou katoa,
Earlier this month, our kaumātua from Ōrākei led our project team in a karakia for the first 3
homes of our new development, Oneoneroa. We have opened the doors for public viewing and
the initial interest has been very promising. 
 
Over the last few weeks we have enjoyed meeting some of the community that Oneoneroa sits
in the heart of. As a hapū owned and ethical developer, and as kaitiaki we are committed to
enhancing the local environment and community, not just for today but for generations to come. 
 
We are working closely with the members of the community, including local schools, on events
and initiatives that bring people together and improve the community space. We've met with
Council and the Local Board to discuss how we can ensure that all or at the very least a
significant amount of our development contribution is re-invested in to the local area. We will
continue to advocate this position for the betterment of the entire community including the new
faces that will move to Oneoneroa.
 
If you are interested in keeping up to date with news of the development, you can register
your interest at oneoneroa.co.nz. 
 
Ngā mihi nui.
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Tēnā koutou katoa,
Earlier this month, our kaumātua from Ōrākei led our project team in a karakia for the first 3 
homes of our new development, Oneoneroa. We have opened the doors for public viewing and 
the initial interest has been very promising.
Over the last few weeks we have enjoyed meeting some of the community that Oneoneroa sits 
in the heart of. As a hapū owned and ethical developer, and as kaitiaki we are committed to 
enhancing the local environment and community, not just for today but for generations to come.
We are working closely with the members of the community, including local schools, on events 
and initiatives that bring people together and improve the community space. We’ve met 
with Council and the Local Board to discuss how we can ensure that all or at the very least a 
significant amount of our development contribution is re-invested in to the local area. We will 
continue to advocate this position for the betterment of the entire community including the new 
faces that will move to Oneoneroa.
If you are interested in keeping up to date with news of the development, you can register 
your interest at oneoneroa.co.nz.
Ngā mihi nui.
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P 09 446 2030   F 445 4004
E enquiries.devonport@harcourts.co.nz
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz
18 Clarence St, Devonport
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

Jane Hastings
M 021 735 263

www.teamjackieandjane.co.nz

Highly Recommended

Recently we marketed our Narrow Neck home through Jackie and Jane of Harcourts Devonport, to enable our move to 
the William Sanders Retirement Village.  We have had a connection with Jackie and Jane for many years, having sold 
through them previously when we lived in Bayswater, we worked with them to help with a fundraiser they organised 
which was held at our Bowling Club, and one of our daughters had worked with them for several years as their PA.  
Consequently we knew we could trust them to do right by us with the selling of our biggest asset.  They did not let us 
down.  The girls are thorough and dedicated and work very hard.  We were able to rely on them to tackle problems head 
on, finding solutions and assisting where possible.  They met with us regularly, always with a ready smile and kindness, 
never pressurising us they gave us solid advice, and they involved our daughters in part, in an endeavour to remove 
some of the stresses that can come with selling a home.  We received several offers from buyers, and the girls never 
dropped the ball, striding forward to find us the right buyer prepared to fit in with our requirements.  They were 
dedicated and looked after our interests beautifully.  These girls really are great agents.  After all we used them twice!

John and Marian Mitchell

Harcourts Devonport 
We continue to be innovative and lead the industry with cutting-edge technology and training. 
You may wish to look at our website at www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz as it has a large 
amount of very useful information that could be of interest to you. Please come and talk to us 
about selling and buying homes, rentals and property management. Our focus on detail and our 
dedication to excellence is shown every day by our team and we would love to see you.

One Team One Vision

They were dedicated
and looked after our 
interests beautifully... 
These girls really are 
great agents!
After all, we used 
them twice!

Jackie Mark
M 021 458 797
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Home sale preparation?
Downsizing?

Moving house?

We can help

09 489 5024
021 0854 5339

www.movingmadeeasy.co.nz

Book your free consultation today
A North Shore family business

We specialise in helping older people and those strapped for time

MOVING MADE EASY tm

Mrs. Brynyce Owen
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Takapuna TakapunaGrammar Grammar
DECEMBER 13, 2019 DECEMBER 13, 2019SCHOOL NEWS SCHOOL NEWS

Abacus Books
All things Bernin - Cheryl Houston
Auckland Live
Audio Visual People
Awearness Clothing - Anne Crooks
Bauer Media Group
Belmont Intermediate School
Benefitz
Bernina NZ Ltd - Glen Singleton
Book Cover Ltd
Bruce Mason Theatre Management  
and Technicians
Caroline Sills
Channel Magazine
Columbine
Conning Barraclough Chartered 
Accountants
Correlli’s Café
Craig Dustin
Dave Young Plumbing
David McAlister and Mary Shanahan
David Timmis

DCF Ltd
Deejays
Devonport Chocolates
Devonport Electrical
Devonport New World
Devonport Peninsula Trust
Devonport Rotary
Devonport RSA Memorial Trust
Dorace Mason
Duane Dalton - Pita pit
Dylan Sheenan
Echo Designer Boutique
Echo Designer Living
Event Cinemas, Albany
Fishing Boats NZ
Forme Spa
Fraser Cars
Fuji Xerox
Geoff Cassrels Electrical
Glengarrys
Go Hockey
Goethe Institut - Wellington

GWE Ltd
Harrison Retail Group
Holliday Group Holdings
Hospice Devonport
House of Travel
Ian Cunliffe & Carol Wetzell –  
Barfoot and Thompson Devonport
Illuminate Me 
Issac + Lulu 
Kay Goodwin
Kiwivelo 
Laura Foote
Lonely
Maggie Barry
Mark O’Connell
Mason Charitable Trust
Mighty Ape
Millers Books
Miltek
Next Magazine
Nord Devonport
North Harbour Concrete and Asphalt
North Shore Rugby Club
Otakiri 932
Paperplus Glenfield

PBS Fire
Photolife Studios
Ride Holidays
Sahara Skye
Samala Robinson Academy
Servilles Academy
Shaun Quincey - Genoapay
Sills + Co 
Spooner Family
Squirrel Finance
Super City Property Services
Takapuna Beach Business Association
Takapuna Grammar School PTA
Tess McGregor
The Bruce Mason Centre
The Vic  Devonport
Tony Cowper
Top Trust Cleaning
Travers Plumbing
Uniform Group
Ventouro Coaching
Wilson Home
Woodview Construction Ltd
Yarntons
You Travel

Takapuna Grammar School 
would like to acknowledge and thank 

the following supporters for 2019

We look forward to working with you in 2020 and beyond.
Have a safe and happy Christmas and holiday season.
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Flora aura... the team from Devonport Flowers (above)

Bollywood dancers…
Kavya Parikh (left) and Leila Jasani

In step... Toni van Tonder, departing Devonport BID 
manager and new Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member, with daughter Sadie

Crowds flock to Devonport Santa Parade 
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Photos: Keeley Watson and The Devonport Peninsula Trust 

A regal “Lady Diana” Murray on the Harcourts float (left), the North Shore Brass band (above) and the 
Devonport First Scout Group float (below)
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Dance in the Park: 

Airborne… the Allstars dance company (above) and 
dance students (left)

Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Devonport sailors excel at annual NZDF awards
Two sailors from the Devonport Naval Base 

have excelled in the top annual awards for the 
New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) this year.

NZDF Sportsperson of the Year is Leading 
Steward, Deena-ranginui Puketapu, who is an 
instructor at the Recruit Training School, and 
the Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN) Sailor of 
the Year is Acting Leading Seaman Combat 
Specialist, Filipe Sione Malakai Latu, an 
instructor in the Parade Training School.

This year, Leading Steward Puketapu 
added to her national sporting credentials as a 
member of the NZ Open Mixed Touch Blacks 
World Cup silver-medal-winning team. 

She was also offered a contract to play 
rugby sevens in Japan, is in the NRL Warriors 
touch squad, the winning Auckland Women’s 
touch team and has represented the RNZN 
and the NZDF in netball, basketball and touch.

“My main focus this year was my career. I 
wanted to excel in it and give back to the Navy, 
because of how much they’ve given me,” she 
said.  “I’ve been in eight years now and they’ve 
let me excel in the sporting arena.

“I felt like this year I really wanted to focus 
on my career, putting all my time and effort into 
our newest recruits to help them build 
successful careers within the NZDF and 

pushing them to be the best they can be,” said 
Puketapu.

“I also wanted to use the opportunity of 
being an instructor at the recruit school to 
develop my leadership skills and personal 
abilities not only physically but mentally, as 
well as doing my best in sport.”

Acting Leading Combat Specialist Latu is 
the first Pacific Islander to be named RNZN 
Sailor of the Year.

He joined the RNZN in 2008 and as a 
Seaman Combat Specialist he specialises in 
weapons, boardings, force protection, 
seamanship, health and safety, sea boat 
driving and naval ceremony and protocol. 

He was described in his citation as an 

exemplary sailor and natural leader who 
exercises influence in the background, 
consistently exceeding the expectations of 
his rank. 

“I like to be the guy in the background, 
helping people to get the best out of 
themselves, but now I’ve ended up in the 
front. It’s still sinking in,” he said.

Latu has organised events such as 
multinational celebrations and meetings with 
foreign delegations, and in his current position 
supervises sailor and officer trainees in 
parade and ceremonial drill.

“I decided to give the Navy a go and I liked 
it, he said. “It was really fast-paced, I liked the 
set routine, and learned a lot of life skills.”

As Sailor of the Year, he will represent all 
RNZN sailors in functions and events in New 
Zealand and overseas, and will have the 
freedom to explore his own initiatives. 

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

The Naval Base would like to thank the 
residents and commuters of Devonport 
for their patience and tolerance while 
the recent AMBEREX security exercise 
was on. The integrity and security of the 
Base were tested and proved to be of a 
high standard. 
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15 Derby St, Devonport   |   Ph (09) 445 8716   |   admin@waitematagolf.co.nz

Founded in 1905, Waitemata Golf 
Club is a beautiful 18-hole course 
with a flat contour that allows easy 
walking through beautiful park-like 
surroundings with well-established 
trees, shrubs and water features. 

Nestled between Mt. Victoria and 
Narrow Neck Beach, the course 
is one of Devonport’s iconic 
attractions. Originally the home of the 
Takapuna Jockey Club, the contours 
of the infamous ‘Back Straight’ are 
still discernible when playing the 
par 5 13th. The course was originally 
nine holes within the perimeter of 
a horse-racing track. Motorbike 
racing, horse racing, greyhound and 
professional foot racing shared Alison 

Park until 1934. The first full season 
of the Waitemata Golf Club on Alison 
Park took place in 1906, with annual 
subs of one guinea for men, and ten 
shillings and sixpence for women. 
Players were to use caddies and pay 
them sixpence for the afternoon and 
one penny for each ball found.

Waitemata Golf Club is committed 
to growing the game among young 
people and has seen a large growth in 
junior membership, offering support 
for both new and experienced 
golfers. Junior membership is open 
to all those under 19 years old, with 
competition days on Sundays.  
It includes free term-time coaching 
every Friday after school.

The recently renovated club 
rooms offer the ideal ‘19th’ of your 
round. Our relaxing lounge bar 
and comfortable dining area are 
complemented by spacious outdoor 
decking providing panoramic views 
of the course. The Waitemata Cafe 
and Bar menu is extensive and very 
reasonably priced.

The ProShop stocks the latest and 
greatest products from Ping, Titleist, 
Mizuno and Wilson, along with 
apparel and a range of accessories.  

There is a new $30,000 launch 
monitor, which enables the team to 
fully customise a club or a set for you 
and your golf game.

All golf related enquiries: mark@theclubroom.co.nz 
All social enquiries, including room hire: thewaitematabar@gmail.com  

This is a very popular course and bookings are essential.  
Please note that we are a soft spike-only-course, and that dress standards require a collared shirt, and prohibit denim.

Entertainment continues after Devonport Santa Parade

Hot events in town… the heat turned up for Dance in the Park at Windsor Reserve, which followed the 
annual Santa Parade
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355  
LewisGuy@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000 

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT 
PRICE | $2.695M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60580

An absolute waterfront position offers breathtaking 
harbour views across to the America’s Cup Base. 
Located on a 1,189sqm section is this approx 
293sqm five bedroom family home with your own 
private access to the water and boat-shed.

BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Clifftop | Panoramic View | Water Access

PETER VOLLEBREGT 0274 515 188 | 445 3414

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR OPEN HOME 
TIMES OR VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT 
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60586

Occupying a premium location set amongst some of 
Stanley Bay’s finest properties, this gorgeous four-
bedroom hertiage villa is a fusion of both history and 
modern family living. Make this your future in one of 
Auckland’s most attractive coastal city rim suburbs.

STANLEY BAY | 6 SUMMER STREET | A Home of Distinction 

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414

Timelessly traditional and freshly contemporary this family home offers perfection from the 
incredible panoramic views and a huge selection of spaces resulting in the finest of family 
living. Enjoy the magnificent master suite and parents lounge, a further three bedrooms, 
formal and informal dining, formal and informal living spaces, office, media room, spa pool 
and wine cellar. Your classic coastal family masterpiece of a home awaits you now!

BELMONT | 48 SEACLIFFE AVENUE | Classic Coastal Masterpiece

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9886 | VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION 


