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Neighourbood group takes on Gull

Bouncy castle a smash hit… Harriet Upton and Louis Cameron-Visser (both 3) at the St Leo’s fair on 
Saturday. More pictures, pages 8 and 9. 

St Leo’s School Fair draws the crowds

A Cheltenham neighbourhood group goes 
into mediation with fuel chain Gull this week as 
it battles against the building of a petrol station 
on Vauxhall Rd.

A court-ordered mediation hearing is set 
down for 19 November, after both Gull and the 

Vauxhall Neighbourhood Society lodged appeals 
in the Environment Court. 

Gull has applied to operate a 24-hour/ seven- 
day unmanned station at 66 Vauxhall Rd. 

Commissioners granted Gull consent, but with 
greatly reduced operating hours – from 7am to 

10pm Monday to Saturday, and 8am to 9pm 
on Sundays and public holidays. Fuel delivery 
times were also closely controlled.

Gull has appealed to the Environment 
Court, wanting to pursue the 24/7  unmanned 
operation. 

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

Thinking of Selling?
Bianca O’Dea 

021 36 111 6 
bianca.odea@harcourts.co.nz

SOLD
SOLD BY BIANCA

4a Northumberland Avenue
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09 445 9800

The old Devonport Borough Council 
Building at 3 Victoria Rd became 
vacant on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 494 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd:  
empty for 494 days

021 172 8454 
emmaaw@me.com
www.pilateswithemma.com

GROUP CLASSES, 
MANLATES, 1:1 SESSIONS 
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“ Carefully 
loving your  
little angel  
as they learn  
and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

OPEN DAY, 10am-2pm 
10, 11 & 12 October

Manuka Cafe & Restaurant
49 Victoria Rd  |  Devonport

Bookings (09) 445 7732 
manukadevonport@xtra.co.nz

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

OPEN 7AM – LATE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Westpac will close its Devonport branch 
because its building fails to meet the bank’s 
seismic criteria.

The branch was temporarily closed on 17 
October after Westpac received the results of a 
building assessment.

Westpac northern regional head Colin Smith, 
said the bank had engaged in good faith with the 
landlord about upgrading the building, but the 
two parties were unable to reach an agreement.

“We have strict uniform standards across 
all our branches in New Zealand, which are 
designed to protect the health and safety of our 
team and customers. We understandably won’t 
operate in locations that we consider fall short 
of those standards.”

Smith said this had resulted in the bank 
reviewing all its options, including moving its 
Devonport branch to elsewhere in the suburb.

Taking into account the dramatic changes in 
the way customers are now banking – with over-
the-counter transactions consistently dropping 
as more customers choose digital options – a 
decision had been made to close.

Westpac is now looking at possible locations 
for a new Smart ATM, which could take deposits 
and bill payments, as well as dispense cash.

Westpac customers can also use ATMs 

owned by other major New Zealand banks free 
of charge, Smith said.

No employees are being made redundant as 
a result of the branch closure. Instead they will 
transfer to other branches.

The closure means Devonport now has only 
one bank with a branch on its main street – the 
ASB.  The ANZ closed last month, and the BNZ 
around two years ago.

“Seismic concerns” result in bank closure

The new BP service station on Lake Rd 
is scheduled to be open on 11 December 
at 6am.

New BP opens 
next month

Sign of the times... Removal of the 
Wespac livery after the branch 
closure reveals signage from a 
former banking entity, Trust Bank
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Top artists to perform at 
Library Associates event

Devonport Library will be temporarily 
converted into a concert hall this month. 

Suzanne Lynch of the Chicks, Moana 
Maniapoto, Caitlin Smith and other 
top musicians will play at a Devonport 
Library Associates 50th anniversary 
concert on 24 November, from 6.30pm. 

Also on the bill for the final event of 
the  associates’ celebrations are: The 
Crooked Strings quartet led by Helen 
Crook, and the Devonport Primary 
School kapa haka group.

Suzanne Lynch will perform with 
Olivia Allen, and Moana Maniapoto with 
Paddy Free. Entry by koha. 

A move to make council workshops at De-
vonport-Takapuna Local Board closed forums 
will be tabled next week.

Fireworks are set to ignite at the first meeting 
of the local board on November 19, as  two 
opposing forces are likely to go head to head 
on the issue, which is on the meeting agenda.

Heart of the Shore board members – Trish 
Deans, Jan O’Connor and Ruth Jackson – were 
adamant in the election campaign that the open 
workshops were vital for the democratic process.

Other board members were not so emphatic. 
Former board chair George Wood has long been 
lukewarm on the open workshops, and has been 
a supporter of private briefings to the board by 
Auckland Transport and the Maunga Authority. 

Toni van Tonder and new chair Aidan Bennett 
campaigned under the ‘Fresh Approach’ banner 
and have advocated for a closer relationship 
with council officers, who prefer making 
presentations privately, without the public or 
media present.

Devonport-Takapuna and Kaipataki are the 

only Auckland Council local boards who have 
open workshops.

They were introduced by Devonport-Takapu-
na only after a battle by members who favoured 
the principle. 

Secret sessions on the local-board agenda

Teachers and parents join in the fun at Vauxhall Monster Mash

Vauxhall School principal Gary 
Lawrence (top left) heads 
for the Monster Mash event, 
which is held to coincide with 
Halloween. The Lolly Crypt 
(above) proved popular. 

Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Ask for a free, no-obligation  
consultation at your home.

Yes! 
We do retro-fitted

double glazing.

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!
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Kristin School in Albany offers a: 
•	 Modern,	multicultural,	co-educational,	

non-denominational	environment	
with	traditional	values	

•	 Focus	on	student	well-being	and	developing	
future-ready	citizens

•	 Team	of	quality	teachers	and	support	staff	
under	the	leadership	of	an	inspiring	and	
innovative	Executive	Principal

•	 Choice	between	national	NCEA	or	
International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	Diploma	
curriculum	options	for	senior	students

•	 Nationally	acclaimed	performing	arts	
programme	and	a	choice	of	29	popular		
and	niche	sporting	codes	

•	 Proud	record	of	high	academic	results	and	
scholarships	being	awarded	locally	and	
internationally

•	 Vast	range	of	community	service	and	
leadership	opportunities,	and	a	wide	array	of	
trips	and	exchanges	for	experiential	learning

•	 Park-like	campus,	state-of-the-art	facilities	
and	a	dedicated	bus	service	travelling	20	
routes	across	Auckland

An environment to open 
minds that open doors.

For all admission and scholarship enquiries,  
visit discoverkristin.school.nz or call our  
Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

FINALE FROM ALADDIN JR / KRISTIN MIDDLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION 2019

Scholarships
A	limited	number	of	partial	scholarships	are	
available	to	enable	new	students	to	join	Kristin		
in	Year	9	or	above	in	2020.	

Applications	are	invited	from	aspiring	individuals	
who	demonstrate	excellent	character,	school	
involvement,	sporting,	performing	arts	and/or	
academic	strengths.

Performing Arts [Devonport Flagsaff + Rangitoto Observer 170x240].indd   1 8/10/19   2:07 PM
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Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

More branch closures
We see over the last 12 months that BNZ, ANZ and now 
Westpac have all closed their bank branches in Devonport, 
leaving just ASB and Kiwibank on the peninsula. It seems 
extraordinary that the banks are making so much money, yet 
they keep closing branches and reducing services for rather 
minimal savings!
It’s no wonder then that they are abdicating their mortgage-
origination business to mortgage advisers like ourselves who 
have no intention of closing down any time soon. So if you 
have been adversely affected by any branch closure, give us a 
call and we will help you to source funding of any description 
from any of the banks without you having to put a foot in any 
branch.
Despite the increased use of technology and internet banking 
services, for many local customers these actions are a real 
test of loyalty. Some may feel their loyalty has not been 
reciprocated and will be open to alternative providers.

Wharf barriers anger jumpers

A Devonport family of keen wharf-jumpers 
is frustrated their first leap of the season was 
thwarted recently by heavy-duty, double gates 
blocking off Torpedo Bay wharf.

“There were lots of people there – a teenage 
couple and a couple of guys and we all turned 
back,” mum Lesley Springall says.

“It was the perfect time – close to high tide 
and the tide was coming in.”

Springall and husband Nick Griffiths de-
scribe the fences as “overkill” and wondered if 
they were another bureaucratic attempt to stop 
wharf-jumping.

However, the New Zealand Defence Force 
(NZDF) says it installed the metal barriers in 
July to close off the seawall pathway leading 

to the wharf, due to erosion and cavities in 
the seawall.

“There are safety concerns with public use of 
the pathway until the remedial work has been 
carried out,” a spokesman said in a statement.  

Progress has been slow because it was initial-
ly difficult to establish which organisation was 
responsible for the repairs. NZDF has agreed 
to fund the repairs on this occasion. 

It needed a heritage authority, which had a 
stand-down period of 15 days, meaning work 
could not start until after 14 October.

The extent of the erosion also needed to be 
established before the work, due to be complet-
ed by Christmas, could begin. 

“NZDF would like to apologise for any 

inconvenience caused. However, public safety 
is a priority,” its spokesperson says. 

The Defence Force plans to erect a fence 
along the pathway at the same time, to make 
access to the wharf safer.

In mid-2018, Auckland Council put signs 
on the wharf banning jumping, following a 
pre-schooler drowning near the wharf in 2017.

After an outcry from locals, who claimed 
wharf-jumping had been a rite of passage for 
generations of Devonport teenagers, the council 
backed down

Several years before that, an attempt by 
the council to ban wharf-jumping at nearby 
Stanley Bay wharf was also thwarted by local 
opposition.

Shut out... (from left to right) Henry (12), Nick, and Aggie (9) Griffiths
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I was just this week sharing my 
summation of the local property market with 
a prospective client, when it struck me that 
such a summary may be valued by a wider 
audience. 

I highlighted this chart, tracking the 
available level of properties for sale for 
this year, week by week, compared to last 
year. Currently there are less properties 
advertised for sale than at this time last 
year. Today we are experiencing a stronger 
market, with growing confidence. This time 
last year, uncertainty and nervousness 
were creeping in as sale prices had started 
to slide.

The Devonport property market began an 
easing in sales price in around August last 
year. It was sudden and clearly felt in the 
market. It caused a hesitancy among buyers 
to make a decision to buy. This resulted in 
a growing inventory of property for sale; as 
properties failed to sell at auction or tender 
date. 

This slowing of sales and resultant 
increase in inventory provided buyers with 
greater selection and prompted them to 
cherry-pick to negotiate the best deal. 
Interestingly, at the same time, properties 
kept on being listed, as sellers were 
not picking up on this change in market 
conditions. 

These combined factors lead to a steady 
rise through the summer, reached a peak of 
83 properties for sale in late March.

By then, sellers had picked up on the 
conditions and begun to hold off listing 
their properties, naturally concerned 
as to expectations and fears of falling 
prices. However, this reaction by sellers to 
hold back has directly led to the current 
situation, where for the past eight months 
buyer activity stimulated by ever cheaper 
and easier finance is driving demand, albeit 

at low sales levels, leading to a clearing of 
unsold inventory. 

What we have experienced is a traditional 
and very typical property cycle. We’re now 
seeing growing confidence from sellers 
matched to strong buyer interest, which has 
contributed to the current strengthening in 
sales prices. 

I would expect to see a strong level of new 
properties being marketed after Christmas; 
this is likely to more than meet the demands 
of active buyers out there today.

OCTOBER 2019 PROPERTIES PRICES
Properties 

on the market 
(as at 31 Oct)

Properties 
Listed 

(Aug/Sep/Oct)

Properties 
Sold 

(Aug/Sep/Oct)

Variance in 
moving annual 

total sales
Median Sale Price 

($M) 
(3 months to Oct)

Variance 
compared
to last year

All
Properties 45 56 38 $1.552M

Houses 37 43 29 $1.625M
Units 2 5 6 $797,000

T/houses
Apartments 6 8 3

-7% +17%

+9% +9%

-16% +2%

+32%

The State of the Market

DevonportProperty.nz 
REPORT - OCTOBER 2019 
Written and produced by Alistair Helm, Licensed real estate salesperson

Alistair Helm
021 610 510 
alistair.helm@bayleys.co.nz
www.devonportproperty.nz
www.alistairhelm.co.nz BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

www.devonportproperty.co.nz
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First Ngati Whatua houses almost finished
The first 13 houses in Ngati Whatua’s 

Hillary development are almost completed 
and should be on the market by the end of 
2019.

The mixture of two-, three-, and four-bed-
room homes are located on Rutherford St. 
All have a garage. Most are attached town-
houses, but two are stand-alone.

These initial homes will be sold as free-
hold, but prices have yet to be set.

Whai Rawa – Ngati Whatua’s commercial 
arm –  has appointed Harcourts as its real-es-
tate agent. Prices and the method of sale 
will become clear over the next few weeks.

The Ngati Whatua board will decide later 
if further releases would be sold as freehold 
or on a different type of land lease, a spokes-
person said.

It is understood Ngati Whatua already has 
a list of potential buyers who have expressed 
interest in the first release. It is the first time 
Ngati Whatua has developed houses for sale 
on its own land.

The Hillary Block has been named Wai 0 
Roka, after a forebear mentioned on early 
maps. 

The overall development of the seven 
Ngati Whatua blocks on the Devonport 
peninsula has been called Oneonerua – the 
Maori name for Shoal Bay. 

The money from the house sales will be 
used by Ngati Whatua on projects close to 
its Orakei marae, including providing kau-
matua housing for its older people. 

Further building of homes on Ngati What-
ua land on the Devonport peninsula would 
be carefully considered by the board, the 
spokesperson said. 

 Developments had generally been put 
on hold across Auckland as the property 
market has slowed, although strong demand 
is evident in the Devonport area. 

An information evening was to be held 
for residents near the Wai o Roka block as 
the Flagstaff went to press.

Ngati Whatua has 28.7ha on the De-
vonport peninsula, including 4.25ha at 
Wakakura Cres, which has been leased to 
Ryman Healthcare for its retirement village.  

• A number of houses at another Ngati 
Whatua site on Roberts Ave have been pre-
pared for removal. No plans have yet been 
developed for construction on the sections. 

Front runners... the first homes 
developed by Ngati Whatua on 
the Devonport peninsula will 
soon be for sale

Independent Financial Advice
Call me for a no obligations chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

EARLY LEARNING - SENIOR SCHOOL

Stay & Play
AT LITTLE DOVES EARLY LEARNING CENTRE 
Kristin School, 360 Albany Highway, Albany

You and your child are invited to join us for a FREE morning of play and 
a glimpse at our inspirational early learning centre at Kristin. Come and 
experience all that Little Doves has to offer. Morning tea provided, and 
no strings attached. 

WHEN: Saturday 9 November or 23 November 2019, 9.00 -11.00AM

SUITABLE FOR: Infants 0-3 years and their parents.  
Siblings under 5 years old also welcome.

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE:  
Call Maresa on 09 415 5095 to  
register your family today!
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In the pink…Rose (5) and Marija (2) Mathieson 

Where there’s water,  
there’s fun… Jerry Lu (4)

The St Leo’s School Fair last Saturday 
raised around $25,000 and was attended by 
about 3000 people. 



November 15, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 9 

TA K E  T H E  
P R E S S U R E  O F F

22 Wynyard St, Devonport   P 09 446 0934   E info@fireflynz.com    
www.fireflynz.com

Offer applies to orders confirmed by deposit between 1st November – 21st December 2019, for installation 
in January / February 2020. Free lining includes plain Thermal Blockout or Polycotton lining only.

Order curtains NOW 
for installation in  

the new year and get 
FREE lining on us.

Call our interior designer Aleysha now on  
09 446 0934 to book a free quote.

Taking aim… Amy Jameson (6)
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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The decision by Westpac to close its De-
vonport branch is cynical.  

It’s a well-known fact that fewer people are 
going into banks and also that most buildings 
on Devonport’s main street are not up to the 
required earthquake standard.

But the Westpac management statement 
saying it is closing the Devonport branch  due 
to a failed building report should be accepted 
for what it is: a smokescreen. The real reason 
is that it’s more cost-effective for banks not 
to have branches.

As one reader has pointed out, the branch 
is in a single-level building, whereas most of 
Devonport’s earthquake-prone structures are 
two-storey brick structures. Threat to life and 
limb is in reality small, in the event of the mi-
nor possibility of an earthquake in Auckland.

I’ve been a customer of the Devonport 
branch for the best part of  30 years. Although 
I don’t go in as much as I used to, I have 
always found the staff extremely friendly 

and helpful.
Having the nearest branch now in Takapu-

na or the city will be a major inconvenience  
to me and many others.

So Devonport is now a one-bank town – the 
ASB is still holding strong a few doors down 
from Westpac. Who knows how long for.

As I mentioned in my last column, De-
vonport has lost a lot of services over the last 
couple of decades. 

One reader pointed out we also used to 
have our own police station (in Rattray St) 
and a maternity home – Pentlands in Bu-
chanan St. Many an interview with old De-
vonport identities included something along 
the lines of “born in Pentlands”.

In many ways, Devonport has more in 
common with a rural town, which has had 
the infrastructural guts ripped out of it, than 
an inner city Auckland suburb.

Already locals are talking about what will 
fill the space of the former banks. A medical 
centre is proposed at the old BNZ. The ANZ 
and Westpac are both corner sites. Restaurants 
or bars are the most common potential uses. 

In a match against Howick Pakuranga at 
Devonport Domain, Graeme Beghin’s re-
cord-breaking 13th century for North Shore 

Cricket premiers was a great achievement.  
But what a shame his sheer class restricts 
the number of times he can actually play for 
North Shore. His representative commitments 
with the Auckland Aces mean he only has a 
few more games for the Devonport side this 
summer.

Devonport Domain is a great place to 
watch cricket, but not so pleasant for the 
players over summer as the heat kicks in. 
The rain-infused spring growth at the fields 
have given them a lush look. But as they dry 
out, the grass dies off and players sustain 
bad grazing injuries diving for balls. Prickles 
afflict barefoot kids.

The Flagstaff understands attempts to 
get permission to spray the grounds – a 
deputation from the cricket club attended a 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board meeting 
earlier this year to put the chemical-control  
case – have been given the run around the 
boundary by council staff. 

With all the calls to ban fireworks and 
restrict the celebration of Guy Fawkes to 
public displays it was instructive to see this 
year that events were held in South and West 
Auckland. As far as I could see nothing for 
the North Shore. This would surely have to 
change with  a city-wide or national ban.

The Flagstaff Notes

By Rob Drent

North Shore,
recharge your hearing

Call 09 475 9849
Book your risk-free trial now!

215 Wairau Rd, Glenfield, Auckland

For a limited time, we’re offering $500 off the 
newest rechargeable devices. Call us today to book - 
limited space available!

Local residents take on Gull 
The Vauxhall Neighbourhood Society has 

also lodged an appeal against the decision.
It is a David-versus-Goliath case: Gull is  

owned by Caltex Australia, while the Vauxhall 
society has 30 paid-up members and around 
70 supporters. 

Society chair Keith Robinson said the cost 
of legal action, funded by members, had been 
massively expensive, although he wouldn’t 
give a figure. In Gull’s notice of appeal, it says 
council erred in its assessment of noise, night-
traffic effects and spill lighting. 

In the society’s appeal, it says the decision did 
not take proper account of the special character 
provisions in the Auckland Unitary Plan, and 

that conditions and monitoring were inadequate 
and difficult to enforce.

The society has already had a court victory 
over Gull, which had opposed the group lodging 
an appeal. The court allowed the appeal as 
the society’s members were submitters to the 
consent hearing.  

Gull’s proposed site is on a former petrol 
station, which currently operates as a mechanical 
workshop business. The tanks at the site were 
removed more than a decade ago. 

Robinson said neighbours and new residents 
moving in could reasonably expect no further 
gas stations would be established on the 
property. 

He says Gull’s application for Vauxhall Rd 
is a departure from its normal business model, 
where it establishes sites on main arterial routes 
with large volumes of traffic and high levels of 
background noise.

“It should be incumbent on Gull to make 
some effort to fit into our community and not 
to force its own unconditional 24-hour/ seven-
day unmanned petrol station model into an 
environment where that model is simply not 
appropriate.” 

Robinson said some would see the society 
as Nimbys.

“But would you like to live next to a 24-hour 
seven-days-a-week gas station?” 

From page 1 
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 3 Ngataringa Road

3 2 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 28 Nov 2019

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSun/Wed 12-12.45pm

Petko Petkov027 302 0686

Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Super sweet | Short notice auction!

A three bedroom bungalow for all buyer dynamics - entry level Devonport, empty nesters, small

families, professionals, investors, and anyone else in between. Spend your weekends enjoying

Devonport's village and waterfront, stroll to Narrow Neck Beach, take a round of golf down the

road, or just enjoy entertaining in your front courtyard with family and friends. So much to love

about this meticulously maintained 1920's bungalow, and with a sparkly new bathroom, renovated

kitchen and relative perfection throughout, there quite literally is nothing to do here, but sit back,

relax and enjoy. Vendors are Scotland bound – long settlement on option. Call Petko or Kathryn for

more information, this will be sold.

bayleys.co.nz/1451092

NEW LISTING

Devonport 1/28A Oxford Terrace

3 2 1 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 5 Dec 2019

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 11-11.45am

Lynda Betts 021 278 3024

lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Love the Cheltenham Beach lifestyle

Unique and beautifully built this high quality home is situated just six driveways from Cheltenham

beach and park. A serene, spacious living room, dining and designer kitchen flows to a private deck,

lawn and landscaped flower and vegetable gardens perfect for relaxing and entertaining family and

friends. You will feel safe, warm, secure and worry free in this weatherboard home with double

glazed windows, insulation and convenient internal access garage. It’s a short stroll to the beach

and it’s close to Devonport with its’ excellent shops, school, restaurants and ferry to the city and

CBD. Perfect for executive couples, lock up and leave, retirement, downsizers and small families.

bayleys.co.nz/1470280

bayleys.co.nz
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As well as the editor’s missed meetings 
and the failure of North Shore Cricket 
to attract players because of Lake Rd 
(Flagstaff, 1 November), I would add the 
difficulty in getting contractors to come to 
Devonport, and issues with deliveries, and 
the frustration of not being able to get out 
of Devonport when you need to. It is only 
going to get worse!

But what is extraordinary is the fact that 
peninsula dwellers put up with this non-
sense. The time for waiting for local govern-
ment to act is passed and action is required.

The matter is urgent and requires emer-
gency measures. Three things can be done 
and we don’t have to wait for the bureau-
crats’ mega million fix:

1. A footbridge at TGS and perhaps 
Bardia St and do away with those pedestrian 
crossings.

2. A roundabout at Bardia St, or close the 
side streets to outcoming traffic.

3. Do away with on-road parking at 
Belmont. 

Others may have similar or better sugges-
tions,but something can and must be done. 

We are entitled to see something for that 11c 
petrol tax we are paying.

If we wait for the cycle-driven ideologues 
in council to implement solutions, we will be 
under water from rising sea levels anyway.

Surely the time has come for direct civil 
action. In the spirit of ‘Save Ngtaringa Bay’ 
and ‘Nuclear Free Devonport’ the time must 
be ripe for another local uprising.

Anyone else up for this or is someone 
doing this already? (Or perhaps they are 
stuck in traffic?)

Alan Light 

Time for a Lake Rd uprising?

I greatly appreciated the collection of 
data on Lake Rd improvements in the  
1 November issue of the Flagstaff. How-
ever, I wouldn’t blame people for feeling 
confused after reading it.

On one hand we have Auckland Trans-
port including everything from improved 
cycle lanes, transit lanes and even poten-
tial for a tram line. Safety of cyclists and 
pedestrians is also a major consideration. 
These are all good things aren’t they, things 
which might help solve congestion a little? 
I just can’t see how they can all fit in to the 
current width of the road!

Then there are the local housing-density 
projections of at least 3,200 new dwellings, 
the residents of which, whether travelling 
by car, bike or public transport, will need 
greatly increased road capacity.

Add in the accident statistics naming 

Lake Rd among “the most dangerous” and 
the urgency for improvement is clear.

But then the confusion starts. The afore-
mentioned accident statistics show car-
crash casualties at five times the level of 
pedestrians and cyclists, yet there doesn’t 
seem to be a strong focus on vehicular 
safety. 

Instead, we’re told single-occupancy 
cars must be discouraged for environmen-
tal and health reasons. Sure, we all agree 
with that, but it shouldn’t dominate to the 
extent that traffic flow is blocked, because 
congestion exponentially increases risk. 
Add in the shift of focus away from in-
creasing car movement toward cycling and 
public transport, and my antennae are up.

Surely Auckland Transport won’t take 
their oft-remarked dislike of cars so far 
that they’ll create a design that won’t solve 

congestion, when that’s the sole reason for 
Lake Rd improvements?

Surely they won’t spend $47 million not 
fixing the disaster this road has become?

I have to say I’m worried, and I hope our 
newly elected board members are united in 
ensuring Lake Rd improvements truly meet 
the needs of the community.
Lyndsay Brock

•  Rob Drent, Editor replies: A key 
aspect of ‘fitting everything in’ appears 
to be undergrounding power lines to 
widen the road. 
 The Flagstaff has long been an advocate 
of a larger-scale solution like a tramline, 
for the reason you suggest: the $47 
million may not do anything to ease the 
congestion given population growth.

 Where will everything go on Lake Rd?
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Letters to the Editor
Letters are welcome.  They should be on Devonport-related topics. Nom-de-plumes 

or submissions without a name will not be printed. 
Email to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz or post to Devonport Flagstaff,  

PO Box, 32 275, Devonport. 

 • ballet • Jazz • Contemporary • Hip Hop •  
Stretch & conditioning • PRE-sCHOOL •

nOW TAKING 2020 ENROLMENTS

STUDIO LOCATIONS

Taitamariki Hall
 8 Auburn St, Takapuna

Devonport studio
24 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

•   Eriko Finlay   •   e.finlay@xtra.co.nz   •   021 455 106   •    www.lecolededanse.co.nz    •

Three articles on page 9 of the last Flag-
staff (1 November) refer to Lake Rd:

A new design showed “a shift away 
from moving more cars along Lake Rd”; 
Housing density is “set to soar”; and Lake 
Rd is among the country’s “most dangerous 
arterials”.

 Devonport residents are the clients, 99 
per cent of whom want to drive along Lake 
Rd easily.

The New Zealand Transport Agency is the 
provider. Their job is to meet their clients’ 
requirements.

The solution is simple:

Make Lake Rd two lanes each way and fix 
the intersections.

Move the cycleway to alternative routes 
(there have been several suggestions).

Provide alternative safe cycle access for 
schoolkids.

 Buses are an extra, not an alternative, 
to cars using Lake Rd. Cycling should be 
promoted, but not on a main arterial – that’s 
dangerous.

The Transport Agency needs to stop stuff-
ing about and deliver what its clients require, 
and urgently!
Derek Brickell

‘Clients’ want to drive down Lake Rd easily

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BYPROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

Serving You First

SUMMER FUN PRESCHOOL  
PLAY MORNINGS

Tuesdays (@ Windsor Reserve)  
& Thursdays (@ Bayswater Park)  

starting 5 November, 9:30am–11:00am
A FREE fun time for preschoolers to play with big 
toys, be active and to make new friends. Bring 

your toddler and a coffee and enjoy our beautiful 
parks!  Caregiver supervision is required, and 

sessions are weather dependent. For more info, 
visit www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz. Follow us on 

Facebook to keep up to date with any changes.
DEVONPORT COMMUNITY  

NETWORK MEETING
Thursday 14 November, 10:00am–12:00pm 

Devonport Yacht Club, 25 King Edward Parade 
A quarterly meeting to promote networking 

among residents and local community groups. All 
welcome and morning tea provided. Guest speak-
ers include: Dominic Wilson and Nick Turoa from 

Tu-puna Maunga Authority to talk about operations 
on Takarunga and plans for Maungauika; and 
Fiona Startup from the Devonport Business As-
sociation to speak about America’s Cup plans.  

For more information contact Maria ph: 445 9533 
or email: maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz 

PLUNKET DEVONPORT  
ANNUAL SPRING GALA

Sunday 17 November, 10:00am–12:00pm 
Plunket Rooms, 1/3 Wairoa Road, Devonport

A brilliant fun morning for the whole family while 
supporting Plunket at the same time. Activities 

include a bake sale, sausage sizzle, face-painting, 
Heartbeeps performing at 10:30am and Devonport 

Peninsula Trust will be there providing a 
preschool play zone. For more info contact:  

Sarah.Gracie-Compain@plunket.org.nz 
TAKARUNGA/MT VICTORIA 

 COMMUNITY DAY
Saturday 30 November, 9:30am–1:00pm 

Devonport Primary School
Hands-on ecology, archaeology, volcanology, 

harakeke weaving, pest management and more.
For more info contact Lance Cablk, RTH Programme 

Coordinator at pestfreedevonport@gmail.com.  
For info on the Rat trapping data visit the Urban  

Rat Project website at: www.ratproject.org

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Bodyline –  with Guy Body 
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Coach’s burning ambition fires up North Shore
After his promising playing career was hampered by injury, Malcolm McPherson has applied 
his football brain to coaching – to the benefit of North Shore United. He talks to Helen Vause.

Glasgow-born Malcolm McPherson 
reckons he was hardwired to kick a ball  
before he could walk. Football was in the 
DNA of all the boys he grew up with in the 
UK, and he was a kid with an extra passion 
for the game.

“It’s the culture. It’s just what we did in 
that part of the world.  We were all mad on 
it, but I was maybe keener than most.”

It wasn’t a sure thing that young 
McPherson would make football his life, but 
it certainly was his dream. He followed that 
dream into professional football and later  
into coaching on the other side of the world.

Today, the 44-year-old leads North Shore 
United as coach of the men’s first team and 
Director of Football.  

And this year he coached his side to the 
Northern Premier League title. When the 
team became 2019 champions in August, a 
crowd of more than a thousand fans turned 
out at Dacre Park to watch the game. It was 
a big day for North Shore United. 

McPherson talked to the Flagstaff about 
his career as footballer and coach as he 
waited nervously with the club for the 
outcome of another contest – the battle for 
a major upgrade of their home base, which 
has recently been the subject of a planning 
hearing. 

“The club and the community really need 
this to happen. This is the oldest club in the 
country and an upgrade is so long overdue,” 
says McPherson.

The tired facilities aside, he loves his job. 
McPherson’s own football story started 

on the footpaths of Glasgow, where he 
kicked balls around with the other kids at 
any opportunity. 

“Before school,  after school and 
lunchtimes, that’s just what everyone did. 
There would be kids kicking balls around 
everywhere. 

“As soon as I was old enough, I’d be 
up, out of the house, and playing football 
all day long. I’d run off a lot of energy, I 
guess, and be back home by six with my 
ball under my arm. 

“As a kid I was always a hundred per 
cent football.”

In the hugely competitive world of UK 
football, talent scouts were constantly 
cruising the sidelines. McPherson’s family 
moved to Bristol, and when he was 14 he 
was first spotted as a player with promise. 
Serious opportunities began to look like they 
would be coming his way.

But it wasn’t for a couple of years that a 
path into professional football was really 
opened for him by a stroke of luck. After 
one game in an otherwise not so stellar 
season, he was named man of the match, 
and, by chance, the bus driver who’d taken 

him to the game was also a football man 
with some influence. He liked what he 
saw of McPherson playing that day and 
recommended him to the Yeovil Town 
Football Club in Somerset, where he spent 
three successful seasons.

At 17 years old he was training every 
day, though school work also had to be 
squeezed in, and he was expected to try for 
one A level.

“As a lad at that age, the studying just 
wasn’t for me and I chucked that A level 
course in,” he recalls, apparently with no 
regrets. 

“Football is my whole life, it’s where 
I’ve put my energy and my whole network 
is based around that.”

After his stint at Yeovil Town, London 
club West Ham put their money on him, 
securing a player barely out of his teens in 
a £30,000 three-year deal, with scope for his 
future to include much larger sums. 

It was an exciting time for McPherson. 
“It was really big stuff to me at that age. I’d 
walk into a dressing room and it would be 
full of the really big names. Of course, such 
a great opportunity and being amongst the 
top action really turns your head and it was 
just totally where I wanted to be. 

Unfortunately, McPherson had “glass 
ankles” and he was dogged by regular 
injuries. 

Though relatively minor, they recurred 
often enough to make his West Ham years 

Ballsy... Malcolm McPherson’s playing and coaching football has now 
led to social-enterprise and business ventures



November 15, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 19 

Terms and conditions apply. Talk to your 
local Devonport Barfoot & Thompson 
salesperson for more information.

House needs a 
good spring clean 
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for all spring listings.

Devonport | 09 445 2010 
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Interview
a frustrating mix of stop and start, sidelining 
him for two to six weeks at a time.

“Finding myself sat on the treatment table 
so often was really frustrating,” he recalls. 

McPherson went on to play on loan for 
a Swedish club, then turned down a new 
contract with West Ham and played for 
Brentford in a Division One play-off final 
at Wembley. 

But his battle with injuries was ultimately 
one of the factors to convince him hang up 
his boots.  By his late 20s, he figured he was 
getting older, he was single, and he thought 
maybe it was time he followed some of his 
mates “Down Under”.

He loved what he found when he got 
here and discovered plenty of opportunity 
to work in the football world. He came to 
the job at North Shore United from years 
as a regional coach within the New Zealand 
football federation system. 

Developing into a top coach, he has  
worked with some of the country’s best 
football talent, and arrived at North Shore 
with big ambitions.  

“It has been a really great year for North 
Shore United after some not so good years. 
When I arrived they were just so pleased 
to have just made it into the league that 
the goal was probably no more ambitious 
than to hang onto their place and stay in 
the league. 

“But I wanted more for them than that. 
I thought we could win, and winning was 
my goal from the start. I want to win games. 

That is the way it is for any serious coach – 
and you’re pretty quickly forgotten if you’re 
always on the losing side. 

“In football you either win, or you lose. 
It’s not about being a sore loser – it’s just 
like any other business. You are in it for 
success and for us, that means winning the 
games, not just making up the numbers.

“Of course the one thing about losing is 
that you do learn a lot more than you do 
when you win. You find that you can still dig 
a bit deeper, so you can win the next game.”

This winter season, his team won 14 

games, lost five and drew three.  
Overall there were about a dozen new 

faces, and it was very much a new-look 
team that McPherson confidently worked 
to get into shape for the big goal. 

He’s worked them hard, but he’s not a 
coach to ask players to carry on through 
pain and injuries. 

“My own experiences with injuries have 
helped me manage my players now. I don’t 
want anyone with injuries training just for 
the sake of it and I will tell them to take 
it easy with pains and niggles.  You want 
them to be fresh and ready for the game.”

McPherson lives in Devonport with his 
Kiwi wife and two young daughters, and 
the local job brings him back to where 
he started in this country, working with 
juniors. 

Alongside his work with North Shore 
United, he has developed a business in 
sports travel and a venture to give talented 
young football players an international 
education and high-level playing experience 
in the United States. 

He has developed a pathway to take 
promising local talent into the American 
college system and to places in big-name 
universities, including Harvard and Yale.

“It’s an experience that can really turn 
their lives around. They come back here 
with a degree and full of confidence. It’s 
been hugely satisfying for me to see how 
this is working for these young ones who’ve 
taken this route.” 

“It has been a really 
great year for North 
Shore United after 

some not so good years 
... I thought we could 
win, and winning was 
my goal from the start. 
I want to win games. 

That is the way it is for 
any serious coach.”

Whether you’re buying, building, renovating,  
refinancing or ready to downsize your home –  
I can match you with the right bank. 

As your personal adviser I’ll do all the legwork to 
negotiate great terms and settle on time. And best 
of all, my advice won’t cost you a cent.

Susan Templeton 
personal mortgage adviser

027 220 2053 
susan@nichemortgages.co.nz  |  nichemortgages.co.nz

I can make it easier  
for a bank to say ‘yes’
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Colin McRae: delving into New Zealand’s past

Big Norm… A segment on the death of former prime minister 
Norman Kirk is among 20 made by Colin McRae for Parliament TV

A well-used sandpit sits outside Colin 
McRae’s Devonport home office. But you 
get the feeling he doesn’t spend much time 
playing in it with his five grandkids. `

In the past year, he’s been working at 
Maori Television on the Te Ao with Moana 
current-affairs show, while also producing a 
20-programme series, Looking Back: Snap-
shots from New Zealand’s Past, which has just 
started screening on Parliament TV.

Noticing the huge gaps on Parliament TV 
when the house is not sitting, McRae came up 
with the idea of tapping into TVNZ’s archival 
footage to bolster interest.

Nga Taonga, New Zealand’s sound-and-
vision archive, has around 600,000 hours of 
television and film, and TVNZ has its own 
digitised production library.

An agreement between Parliament, TVNZ 
and Nga Taonga was reached, and McRae was 
set off trawling through a historical goldmine.

He concentrated on the 70s, 80s and 90s, 
an era when politics and current affairs were 
prime-time viewing, with shows such as 
Frontline and Assignment taking centre stage. 

Computers, cellphones, streaming and 
downloads didn’t exist; so for many, channels 
One, Two and Three were the sole form of 
entertainment. Today’s reality-TV shows were 
many years in the future.

McRae worked on both Frontline and As-
signment, and occasionally during his research 
got a feeling of deja vu.

“I was watching a programme and thought 
‘this looks familiar’, and when it got to the 
end I saw my name as producer.”

Television political reporting and present-
ing was going through something of a golden 
age, with the likes of Keith Johnstone, Lindsay 
Perigo, Kerryanne Evans, Richard Harman, 
Ross Stephens, Ian Fraser and Alistair 
Carthew holding centre stage.

“It was almost a given that we could get 
the prime minister to appear on Frontline on 
Sunday night – half the nation was watching,” 
McRae says.

He has unearthed some historical gems, in-
cluding a 1978 programme on prime minister 
Norman Kirk’s death, which tracks the last 
months of his life; segments from the Marae 

programme in the 1990s, which tracked the 
first MMP election and its effects on Maori 
seats; a sparkling exchange between Kim 
Hill and satirist John Clarke; party political 
broadcasts from the 1980s; David Lange’s 
resignation; and the Queen opening the Bee-
hive in 1977. 

It all adds up to a fascinating overview of a 
very different political era. 

Now, political analysis and interviews tend 
to end up in programming “ghettoland” on a 
Sunday morning, McRae says.

In the early part of 2019, McRae worked 
with Moana Maniopoto on Te Ao with Moana, 
producing 20 episodes, which concluded on 
Maori TV in June.  

He passed on doing another series in 2020. 
“I didn’t want to be tied down to another 
weekly programme. I’m turning 70 next April 
– time to hand it on to someone in their 60s.”

McRae started in television in 1977 and 
looks back on a very different landscape. 

“If I started today I don’t think I could 

contemplate a career of 40 years – everything 
is changing so quickly.” 

Including at TV3, where McRae’s son Tom 
is a newsreader and reporter; and the station 
faces a very uncertain future. 

McRae, whose career high point was per-
haps producing the landmark New Zealand 
Wars series 20 years ago, has to some degree 
seen it all before. He was head of sports at TV3 
30 years ago, and saw the station run into diffi-
culties before going into receivership in 1990. 

In his semi-retirement, he and wife Margot 
plan more travel, including a trip to Amster-
dam to see son Duncan, along with any other 
freelance projects that come his way. 

And maybe he will make another series of 
Looking Back for Parliament TV, if funding 
becomes available. 

•   Looking Back: Snapshots from New Zea-
land’s Past screens on Parliament TV in the 
two hours before coverage of Parliament 
begins, on sitting days this month and next.  

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

Emma Mackie-Watts
Counsellor
Helping you find a way through:
• grief and loss • anxiety
• depression • trauma
• family and relationship difficulties
• work and career issues

Emma is a professional NZAC-registered  
counsellor, based in Devonport & Auckland CBD. 
I want to help you find answers for yourself.  
Email or call Emma
emma@ejmcounselling.com or 021 140 2592
www.ejmcounselling.com
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Go-ahead recommended 
for soccer ground upgrade

Moves to upgrade Dacre Park with new 
hybrid sports turf, lighting and a new access-
way should be approved, a council report to 
independent commissioners says. 

A one-and-a-half day resource-consent 
hearing into the upgrade application was 
held at the Fort Takapuna Barracks last 
week.

Submissions in support of the proposal 
totalled 103, two were neutral and 27 op-
posed the plans.

The new turf would cover 8500 sqm. 
The existing spectator terraces would be 
removed and five new floodlighting poles 
installed. A total of 95 car parks will be 
included on the site – through the creation 
of new spaces, along with better marking of 
50 existing spaces. 

Floodlights are to be used for training 
only and are to be shut off at 8pm.

The application fulfils noise and traffic 
limits under the Auckland Unitary Plan.

A code of conduct at the club has been 
established to discourage parking in sur-
rounding streets and to limit noise from 
players and spectators.

The site is alongside the old Devonport 

tip. No comment was received from Auck-
land Council’s Closed Landfill team, despite 
a request for information – made by the 
planners on 7 January 2019 – on any effects 
the development might have on the historic 
landfill under part of the park. 

However, a report from the Closed Land-
fill Team was not needed to approve the 
consent, the council report said,

North Shore United has been based at 
Dacre Park since the late 1970s. As part of 
the upgrade project, the club relinquished 
its perpetual lease to occupy Dacre Park, 
which will now see the fences come down 
and an open park created. 

Club secretary/treasurer Steve Browning 
said the club had made a number of signif-
icant compromises to reduce the impact on 
neighbours.  Increasing car-parking on the 
site would lessen the pressure on surround-
ing streets.

Council-controlled booking for the up-
graded grounds would make them more 
easily useable by schools and other com-
munity groups, he said.

Near neighbour Elaine Sawyer preferred 
that only the turf be replaced, with no light-

ing. She remained concerned about noise, 
light and parking spillover into surrounding 
streets.

After the hearing, the soccer club has 
a week to send in a right of reply to any 
matters raised.

The commissioners are likely to make 
their  decision before the end of 2019.

 

Clear View 
Web Design

www.clearviewwebdesign.co.nz
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dave@clearviewwebdesign.co.nz
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•  Local provider
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Volunteers in Devonport collected $2792 on Pink Ribbon Day last month. 
The money goes to the Breast Cancer Foundation. 

A lack of recent Census data is hindering local 
health boards’ ability to plan programmes and 
spending, with a local DHB committee member 
describing the situation as “a shambles”.

Auckland and Waitemata District Health 
Board (DHB) staff have recently produced 
reports on predicted health needs in the two 
districts, but note there is a risk figures for pop-
ulation and demographics may be inaccurate, as 
they rely on projections from 2013 Census data.

“Would it be too much for Waitemata DHB 
to put pressure on the government to bring 
forward the release of Census data,” asked a 
member of the joint Auckland and Waitemata 
DHBs’ community-and-public-health advisory 
committee, Lee Mathias.

“At every table I sit around, we are hampered 
in our future planning,” said Mathias, at a 30 
October meeting.

“This Census has been a shambles. The one 
before was not fantastic.”

Mathias said the report authors did a good job 
but they must “lie awake at night wondering, 
‘Did we get this right?’”

The committee agreed to ask CEOs of the 
northern DHBs to write to statistics minister 
James Shaw.

One of the report authors, Dr Karen Bart-
holomew, said the latest government advice 
was some Census data, originally expected in 
December 2018, would be available in March 
2020. However, Bartholomew said it was likely 
the data would still be difficult to interpret and 
need further work.

Statistics New Zealand blames the delay on 

low participation in the 2018 online census, 
with 90 per cent of the population filling out at 
least some of the Census, compared with 94.5 
per cent in 2013.

The Waitemata DHB area contains approxi-
mately 627,000 people, making it the largest in 
the country, the DHB’s Health Needs Assess-
ment 2019 says. 

That population is expected to grow by one-
third, to 818,000, by 2039.

In that time, the number of people over 65 is 
likely to increase from 14 per cent to around 21 
per cent of the total population.

The population make-up will change, with 
the Maori population growing by 36 per cent, 
Pacific by 41 per cent and Asian by 71 per cent.

As a population, the people living in the 
Waitemata district are the healthiest and long-
est-living in New Zealand.

However, Maori and Pacific people live on 
average four to six years less than European 
and other groups, and rates of hospitalisation 
and death from chronic diseases are two to three 
times higher than for European/other ethnicities.

In future, the gap in life expectancy for Maori 
and Pacific people is expected to widen.

The report notes sources of data include the 
Ministry of Health and other ministries, ACC, 
health service providers and the World Health 
Organisation. 

“Shambles” Census delays hamper health planning
Front-line experience 
added to DHB board
A senior North Shore Hospital doctor 

has been elected to the Waitemata 
District Health Board (DHB) board, adding 
firsthand experience to the mix.

Endovascular  specia l is t  John 
Bottomley is new to the board, along with 
former Labour Party minister Chris Carter, 
who returned this year after seven years 
with the UN in Afghanistan and Myanmar.

Five incumbent board members were 
voted back in: AUT faculty of health and 
environmental sciences dean and pro 
vice-chancellor Max Abbott; women’s 
health advocate and writer Sandra 
Coney; former distance runner Allison 
Roe; pharmacist Warren Flaunty and 
chiropractor Edward Benson-Cooper.

The new board takes office in December. 
Currently, Minister of Health-appointed 
members are: lawyer, academic and 
former newspaper editor Judy McGregor, 
who is board chair; former New Zealand 
hockey player and administrator Kylie 
Clegg (deputy chair); GP and university 
lecturer Matire Harwood; and business 
consultant Morris Pita. 

Appointed members serve terms of up 
to three years and fill in perceived gaps 
on the board, as identified by the minister 
and Ministry of Health.

Pink Ribbon day in Devonport raises more than $2500

Business Breakfast Meeting

Authorised by Maggie Barry MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Tues 26 November, 7am—9am
Takapuna Boating Club, 39 The Strand 

With Hon Maggie Barry ONZM, North Shore 
MP and guest speaker, Hon Paul Goldsmith, 

List MP and Spokesperson for Finance  
& Infrastructure.

Find out what National would 
do to repair the economy.

For a complimentary light breakfast please RSVP  
to Miriam by 22 Nov. Phone 09 486 0005 or email  

northshore@parliament.govt.nz
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
Looking Back

  Interview subject… Former All Black Brad Johnstone

113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

• Tamaki-land protestors confront Conserva-
tion Minister Nick Smith at North Head, where 
he was cutting the summit fence to allow public 
access for the first time in 30 years. Smith 
decides against going to a Tamaki-land public 
meeting shortly afterwards.

• Smith’s good-news assignment of symbol-
ically cutting the fence proves testing. He was 
an hour late after flight delays, and wind and 
rain buffeted the site, as he was confronted by 
Maori activists, including Titewhai Harawira, 
claiming the land belongs to iwi.
• Smith’s non-appearance at the Tamaki-land 

public meeting leaves local MP Wayne 
Mapp to take the heat from an angry crowd 
of around 400 at the Wakatere Yacht club

• A day after the meeting, Smith drops the 
Crown’s High Court appeal against a decision 
that ruled the land could not be sold. While 
the Crown backs away from the appeal, it 
maintains North Shore City Council will 
have to buy the land if it wants it as a park.

• The Devonport Community Board moves to 
save council functions at 3 Victoria Rd, citing 
the suburb’s special status as a heritage area 
needing expert planning advice.

•  Babcock spends $300,000 installing  pon-
toons to house superyachts for the America’s 
Cup racing, but only three bookings have 
been received.

• Forty jobs are cut at Babcock due to a decline 
in repair work. The cuts leave 230 people 
on-site – just over one-third of the workers 
when Babcock took over the Navy dockyards 
in 1994.

• Twenty children from Bayswater School ap-
pear on popular soap opera Shortland Street, 
for around 40 seconds.

• Police find a 16-year-old girl lying uncon-
scious on Cheltenham Beach as a Guy 
Fawkes party gets out of control, with 150 
youths drinking and fighting. Police form 
skirmish lines to force the crowd off the 

beach. The crowd pelt the police with bot-
tles, some of which hit cars parked outside 
McHugh’s for a wedding reception.

• John McHugh, the owner of a coastal section 
where three protected pohutukawa were 
chopped down, tells North Shore City Coun-
cil he will replant the section.

• Yartons for Men opens in Devonport, taking 
over from Colin Parry menswear.

• A three-bedroom, two-storey brick home on 
Old Lake Rd is for sale for $339,000.

• Attempts by the Devonport Business As-
sociation to stage a New Year’s party in 
Devonport’s main street fail.

• A Devonport Rotary 1920s themed Chel-
tenham garden party is held at Mt Cambria

• Former All Black Brad Johnstone is the 
Flagstaff interview subject.
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This morning was a disaster. We were running 
late. In the house, the food was everywhere. The 
clothes were everywhere. The keys were nowhere to 
be found. But we got there... in the end. 

I smiled at the teacher as they gently lifted my child 
from my arms, and my heart wept. I maintained my 
smile as it was all I could manage. As I looked into my 
child’s eyes, full of love and uncertainty, I thought to 
myself,’ Am I honouring you?’

Am I honouring you? This is a question that enters 
our minds whenever we have to watch our children 
struggle, as they look up to us with desperation and 
fear of the unknown. I am your guide, your protector 
and your teacher. But the reality is that I will not al-
ways be there to find you another spade, to catch you 
before you graze your knee, or to keep you home and 
away from the rest of the world. 

Yes, the world can be selfish, scary, cold and mis-
erable. The world can also be full of wonder and 
amazement, full of discovery, adventure, warmth and 
love. Both worlds exist in unity, but a child who has 
grit lives the difference. 

Grit is more than having ‘natural talent’ or ‘excite-
ment’ to pursue a challenge. It is a deeper purpose 
within that pushes us through difficult times. It is 
not about success or failure. It is to live with integ-
rity, as with each setback and experience, we are able 
to grow in our strength and courage to keep trying. 
To be ‘gritty’ is to have the emotional, physical, spir-
itual and mental stamina to maintain confidence in 
ourselves as learners who are on a journey towards 
personal development.  It is a growth mindset, where 
we do not limit ourselves with the idea that we are 
‘who we are’ based on our achievements. We always 
have the ability to improve and grow ourselves, and 
that even with failure, we still achieve small successes. 

Skills we can use to support resiliency in our chil-
dren are to teach them how to be kind to themselves, 
to notice their emotions and thought processes, to 
have the skills to reach out to others for support, and 
to inquire and research new information. All of these 
skills support the pursuit of personal growth. Tal-
ent and ‘natural ability’ or labels such as ‘you’re not 
a great reader’ can work against a positive mindset 
and self-esteem. 

It is important to cultivate a culture where we 
support healthy development and skills through 
role-modelling grit and offering non-judgemental 
perspectives that observe situations or circumstances 

with a critical and constructive lens. Rather than 
counting our victories, why not acknowledge our 
dispositions? Such as courage, determination, curios-
ity etc – to really value the intrinsic motivations and 
drives working within each person. 

In conclusion, developing grit is a hard journey; 
as we find ourselves in the midst of uncomfortable, 
frustrating and challenging circumstances. Grit is 
staying in this moment and finding our intrinsic mo-
tivations to try. We cannot protect our children for-
ever, but we can sit with them in the dark place. We 
can support them to see past their fear and to break 
down the situation for them to make it easier to di-
gest. We can be there to role-model our own grit and 
strategies as we live through their experience beside 
them, and we will then be there to watch the way the 
world opens up for them as they learn to stand back 
up on their own two feet, to reach out their arms and 
fly through life with a smile. 

It is a process, but keep going! You are honouring 
their self-worth, their personal value and their spirit 

by offering them this chance to learn to fly on their 
own. The slopes of the road are easier to manage with 
more grit than grease. 

“Perseverance is the will to carry on. Once we dis-
cern our true direction, we stay the course for how-
ever long it takes, regardless of the obstacles we face” 
– The Virtues Project.

At the Belmont Learning Space we talk the chil-
dren through their challenges, offering just enough 
support and guidance for them to find their own 
solutions to their problems. Through role-modelling 
strategies to keep ourselves calm, we can lead by ex-
ample and are then able to be emotionally responsive 
to our children. As we speak respectfully and with 
gentleness, our children learn to see themselves as 
capable and competent people who can overcome 
setbacks as we believe in them. 

We allow time for breathing and mindfulness 
strategies, enabling overwhelming situations to be-
come relaxed learning moments. As children learn 
to trust us with their fears and deepest thoughts, we 
are able to bridge healthy ways of thinking to develop 
their understandings and thought habits. This is how 
we come to value the essence of our children and 
their developing resiliency, supporting their unique 
process and what they do to achieve their goals, rath-
er than their victories. Our goal is to free our chil-
dren’s minds in moments where they feel restricted 
and limited, and to cultivate strong will power from 
within. 

Just as the butterfly does,  
I too will learn to fly in my own time.

9 Preston Ave, Belmont
Open from 7.30am to 6.00pm
For enquiries: 09 966 1005 
belmont@thelearningspace.co.nz www.thelearningspace.co.nz

SPACES

AVAILABLE
NOW!

“Just don’t give up trying to do 
what you really want to do.  

Where there’s love and inspiration,  
I don’t think you can go wrong”  

- Ella Fitzgerald

Advertorial
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Six Devonport peninsula schools show-
cased their kapa haka skills last week. 

Around 300 pupils performed at Devon-
port Primary on 6 November.

The schools participating were: Devonport 
Primary, Belmont Primary, Belmont Interme-

diate, Bayswater School, Stanley Bay School 
and Vauxhall School.

The performances allowed the children 
to fine-tune their skills for a North Shore 
schools Cultural Festival at Onepoto Primary 
in Northcote, on 27 November.

Peninsula schools gather for kapa haka

Girls to the fore... Belmont 
Primary performers during the 
peninsula show ahead of the 
North Shore schools kapa haka 
festival

Pride and passion... Belmont Intermediate’s Manurere group gave performances with themes of 
sustainability, protecting te reo, and the maunga and military history of the area
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Waterfront heritage building under demolition threat

 A century-old Devonport waterfront 
commercial building is likely to be 
demolished to make way for a two-storey 
house and office block.

The building at 35 King Edward Pde 
was built after a consent was issued in 
1911, and appears to have been operating 
commerically since 1917.

Many businesses have occupied the 
premises since, including confectionary and 
fruit sellers. But in recent years, it has been 
used as an art studio and gallery, a workshop 
and retail presence for Lode Jewellery, and 
the architectural office of Wayne Lees, who 
had once owned the property.

The building is for sale with a consent 
for demolition and a replacement building 
in place.

Consent to demolish the building was 
granted in April 2019 by Sally Robins, 
senior planner – resource consents, at 
Auckland Council.

The decision was made under delegated 
authority. No notification to the wider 
public was given. The building is in the 
Business-Neighbourhood Centre Zone.

A new building is proposed for the site, 
with residential use on the upper floor and 
two office units, an entrance lobby and 
a garage on the lower level, with a new 

vehicle crossing. 
Devonport Heritage is astounded at the 

decision, as the building should have been 
included in the Unitary Plan’s Business 
Special Character Area Overlay. 

The overlay offers  protect ion to 
commercial buildings in a heritage area, 

requiring any changes to be made in 
sympathy to the surrounding area. 

“We are just appalled. This is a lovely 
old shop and should be protected against 
demolition by the Business Character 
Overlay,” Heritage co-chair Margot McRae 
said.  

Demolition approved… Auckland Council has given consent for the century-old shop premises on King 
Edward Pde to be knocked down and replaced with a new two-storey building

Garage included... An artist’s impression of the new building that 
could go up on the site
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New charity will provide extra activities for disabled people

A Devonport woman is part of a 
new charitable trust set up to offer 
opportunities for adults living with 
complex disabilities. Rob Drent talks to 
Diane James.

A touching picture of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, with Daniel James and his father Steve, 
is framed on the wall of the James family’s 
Cheltenham home. 

Daniel, who has cerebral palsy, was aged five 
at the time, and at the Peto Institute in Hungary 
for a conductive education course when the 
princess popped in for a visit.

This year, Daniel, now aged 34, went on a 
Pacific Island cruise with his flatmate and  two 
carers for a week. It cost around $8500 for a 
$1500 cruise.

“It was an amazing experience for him – he 
enjoyed it so much,” says his mother Diane 
James.

Daniel is lucky to be offered such opportu-
nities, and Diane knows full well others aren’t 
so fortunate.

This year, she became a trustee of the Liz 
Soper Foundation of Care, an organisation that 
provides grants for extra activities for adults 
with complex disabilities.

The trust launched mid-year and is actively 
seeking donations, with a major fundraiser 
planned this week.

Diane became involved through her links 
to Liz Soper, a long-time champion of choice 
and better standards for adults living with 

complex disabilities, and her Creative Abilities 
programmes. Creative Abilities runs 16 houses 
across the North Shore where people with se-
vere disabilities can live in the community, but 
under expert care at the same time.

Daniel James was born 12 weeks premature 
and was diagnosed with cerebral palsy at seven 
months.

He went to the Wilson Home School and 
lived at home until he was 21, when Diane and 
Steve decided he should move to a Creative 
Abilities house.

He had already been staying with Creative 
Abilities once a week for respite care.

“We thought about it for six months – it was 
a big decision. No one is going to take better 
care of a child than its parents, are they? But 
we put our faith in Liz.”

It was well placed, says Diane, with Daniel 
flourishing under the care provided and en-
joying the range of activities and programmes 
on offer. 

The move has been uplifting for the James 
family and their other children as well. Spon-
taneous trips and holidays became possible. 

“With Daniel, there is always a lot of 
pre-planning needed.” 

A trip to the movies, for example, requires 
a caregiver and a mobility taxi. A simple $16 
movie can cost $160.

Daniel comes back to the family home for 
three days at Christmas, and Diane and Steve 
generally take him out on Sunday afternoons.

Creative Abilities is celebrating 25 years this 
year, and Diane says The Liz Soper Foundation 
of Care seemed a natural next step. 

The Foundation has $10,000 in its account. 
Diane and the other four trustees are now 
applying to other foundations for money and 
working on protocols on how it will be man-
aged and distributed.

• The Greatest Show on Earth, a  Creative 
Abilities fundraiser, is being held at the Onewa  
Arena on 15 November. 

Email ashley@creativeablities.co.nz  for 
more information. All proceeds go to the Liz 
Soper Foundation. 

Right royal moment... Diane James with a photo of her son Daniel, then aged five, and husband Steve 
with Diana, Princess of Wales. Daniel, who has cerebral palsy, is now 34.

Casual Office  
Space Available
Devonport Central

Daily – weekly – 
monthly

WIFI available.

If interested 
Ph: 021 138 8220
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New board members Lance Nixon : Miller 
Road

Rebecca Macfie : Macfie Architects

Changing the name of the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board has been sug-
gested by Aidan Bennett in his first speech 
as chair of the board.

On the campaign trial, Bennett met people 
from across the board area, including those 
living in Sunnynook, Milford, Castor Bay 
and Forrest Hill – a much wider area than 
just Devonport and Takapuna.

And the local-board name should reflect 
that with a more generic name, he said.

When asked for a name proposal after the 
meeting, Bennett said he had not got that far,  
but felt it was an idea worth considering.

Aidan Bennett is the new Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board chair.

Bennett, the top-polling candidate for 
the board at the recent elections, is chair 
for the first half of the board’s term – until 
April 2021.

Ruth Jackson has been elected board chair 
for the second half of the term, from April 
2021 until the next elections, towards the 
end of 2022.

At the board’s first meeting last week, the 
previous chair, George Wood, was elected 
deputy chair for the first half of the board’s 
term. Jan O’Connor was elected deputy 
chair for the second half.

The board has used the split-term chair 
system in prior years with mixed results.

Board members signed declarations of al-
legiance to the local board and community at 
the meeting held at the Pumphouse Theatre.

Toni van Tonder made her declaration in 
both Maori and English.

• The next meeting of the board is on 19 
November at 2 pm.

 

Bennett board chair for first half of term 

Board name        
change mooted 

Bennett calls for unity  
and healthy communities

Board unity, vibrant town centres and 
well-managed development are key aims for 
the new Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, 
said Aidan Bennett in his first speech as chair.

Bennett and fellow board member Toni 
van Tonder stood on the ‘Fresh Approach’ 
ticket, and a fresh approach is what they 
promised.

His first job is to unify the board, which 
had shown signs of disharmony at the end 
of the last term.

Key goals include:
•  Vibrant town centres in Milford, Sunny-

nook, Takapuna and Devonport.
• Clean beaches, particularly Takapuna, 

which had poor pollution readings.
• Cleaning up the Wairau Estuary.
• An emphasis on public transport and 

working through the Lake Rd upgrade.

Under the Auckland Unitary Plan, inten-
sification in the board area was inevitable, 
Bennett said,

He was “keen for development” in Taka-
puna, but it had to be managed well, he said.

The relationship between the board and 
Auckland Council had been fractious at times  
in the last term, and Bennett wanted to focus 
on rebuilding it. Likewise, the connection 
with North Shore ward councillors.

“I have great respect for councillors Chris 
Darby and Richard Hills and look forward to 
working with them.”

Bennet is involved in business, education 
and sporting groups on the North Shore, 
which he said would provide diversity to 
his leadership.

Bennett said he gives 110 per cent to 
everything he becomes involved in.

Jackson advocates 
community focus

Local-body veteran Jan O’Connor 
was singled out for praise by Ruth 
Jackson, the chair-elect for the board’s 
second term. 

She said fellow board member 
O’Connor had been an inspiration over 
the years and on the campaign trail.

She not only brought people together, 
but encourgaged people to “stand up 
and do something”. 

Jackson said  board members had 
one vital goal in common: to bring 
improvements across all areas of the 
community, and build up the things that 
make each community unique.

Jackson said the high levels of skill 
and expertise of residents living in 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
area are something the board needs 
to  draw on. 

Around the table…from left to right: Aidan Bennett, Jan O’Connor 
and Ruth Jackson

First meeting… new local-board chair Aidan Bennett makes his 
inaugural speech, while North Shore ward councillor Chris Darby 
congratulates new board member Toni van Tonder 
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Mayor bypasses Devonport-Takapuna
Locals hoping to meet Auckland Mayor 

Phil Goff at the inauguration of Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board members last 
week were left holding their breath.

Goff was pencilled in on the board’s online 
agenda to attend. But a spokesman for the 
Mayor’s office said he was listed on all local 
board agendas as having the opportunity to 
speak, “should he be in attendance”. Four 

board inaugurations took place earlier this 
month.

Asked why the mayor opted to attend 
Albert-Eden instead of Devonport-Takapuna, 
the spokesman said: “It was selected because 
it best fit the constraints of his schedule.

“The mayor gets to Devonport-Takapuna 
regularly, as he does across the region and he 
will continue to do so,” the  spokesman said.

Electrician
Friendly 

Registered Electrician

Call Oli
021 02 73 63 23

Genuine Low Prices
Prompt Service
Senior Discount

ODD-JOB 
HANDYMAN
Small-to-medium  
odd jobs 
done around  
the house

Call James 
for availability  
and hourly rate

021 239 4898

DOINA COMMUNITY of Romanians in Auckland 
present La GOMERA / THE WHISTLERS, a 
critically-acclaimed neo-noir thriller that made 
its rounds at the NZIFF earlier this year and was 
nominated for the Palme d’Or. It has also been 
selected as Romania’s official entry for the Oscars 
Best International Film category. It will be screened 
at The Vic as part of the Romanian Festival in 
Auckland. Following this, and concluding the 
Romanian Festival, The Vic will also be screening 
QUEEN MARIE OF ROMANIA as a premiere, in 
December. More details to follow.

THE WHISTLERS
WHERE: The Vic, Devonport

WHEN: 17th of November
TICKETS: thevic.co.nz/movie/the-whistlers

In Romanian with English subtitles.
Mother and daughter, Kate and Natasha 

Birch, from Belmont, are acting together 
for the first time in the Company Theatre  
production Arms and The Man  at the Rose 
Centre this month.

The play is a comedy by George Bernard 
Shaw. Its title comes from the opening 
words of Virgil’s Aeneid, “Arma virumque 
cano”, which translates as “I sing of arms 
and the man”. 

First performed in 1894, it was one of 
Shaw’s first commercial successes. It takes 
aim at the futility of war and deals comedi-
cally with the various hypocrisies of human 
nature.

The story centres around a young girl, Rai-
na Petkoff (played in the Company Theatre 
production by Savannagh Schreuder), the 
daughter of a Bulgarian military man, and 
already engaged to a heroic soldier, Sergius 
Saranoff (played by Adam Pomeroy).  

Raina yearns for adventure. So when 

another soldier, escaping the battlefield, 
clambers into her bedroom, what’s a clev-
er, practical-minded girl to do? Offer him 
sanctuary, feed him chocolate or fall in love?

Kate Birch plays Raina’s mother, Cathe-
rine, and Natasha Birch plays the insolent, 
servant girl, Louka. Both have some won-
derful comic moments.

Shaw’s ideas were quite revolutionary at 
the time, as the play maintains that there is 
no inherent difference between a member 
of the working class and a member of the 
aristocracy, beyond the way they are treated 
by society. 

“Shaw’s wit, insight and awareness is at 
its sharpest in this piece,” says play director 
Reg Williams. 

• Book early for the $20 ticket special for 
opening night on Saturday 16 November. 
The two Sunday matinees are at 2pm (17 
and 24 November). Go to iticket.co.nz or 
phone 09 361-1000. 

Mother and daughter duo debut 
in Arms and The Man

Mother-and-daughter act… Kate and Natasha Birch are among the 
cast of Arms and the Man at the Rose Centre

Bean rock playground 
delayed

Work on the million-dollar Bean Rock-
themed playground on Windsor Reserve has 
stalled while sewer lines are locacted. 

Auckland Council says while the design 
avoids the lines, Watercare will locate them 
to ensure “they are kept safe,” before the 
playground’s foundations are laid.

Meanwhile, the public toilets on the re-
serve reopened on 17 October.
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

Kitchens
‘DIY’ with a twist
• NZ custom made
• Unique cabinetry systems
• Innovative handle-less solutions
• Villa and traditional kitchens

email kitchensbytgk@xtra.co.nz
PH 021 748 866

by TGK



November 15, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 35 Trades & Services

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.
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Bathrooms
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All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
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Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
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All joinery repairs
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building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
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Ph. (09) 445 3764
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Your quality local
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for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Concrete Work
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Devonport Primary’s forest playground, 
complete with huts and stone circles, on the 
Takarunga/ Mt Victoria slopes behind the 
school, is helping foster children’s imaginative 
play.

“Traditional playgrounds tend to tell you 
what to do – our playground doesn’t do that. 
It leaves it up to you to decide how you are 
going to move through it,” principal Beverley 
Booth says.

Children can play with something small or 
large, traverse the playground without touching 
the ground or perch in a tree – they decide.

This gives children an opportunity to play in 
nature, Booth says.

“Most playgrounds in school grounds are 
very safe places for children. In somewhere 
like a forest, they can extend that play in a safe 
way – it’s safe but challenging.”

The $80,000 forest interactive zone was 
developed by play-and-education specialist 
Tina Dyer, who is also designing the Windsor 
Reserve playground.

Dyer visited the school to garner children’s 
ideas, before creating concept that fits into the 
natural environment. The school also used a 
Maori cultural adviser to ensure the design was 
respectful to the maunga and its history.

The land was blessed before work started and 
the children’s designs buried under a stepping 
stone to preserve their ideas  for posterity.

Play in nature expands pupils’ minds

Something for everyone... A forest playground on the slopes of 
Takarunga, behind Devonport Primary, fosters children’s imaginative 
play. Above, left to right: Rhoann Gallagher, Thomas Greenslade  
Quinn McAlpine and Daniel Porteous (all age 9).

RESTORING TAKARUNGA HAURAKI
Restoring Takarunga Hauraki (RTH) 

was established by local residents and 
remains a community-led programme.  
As coordinator, I feel fortunate to 
witness and support how refreshing 
and energising it is for people to gather 
and contribute towards caring for local 
ecosystems.  These efforts have real 
potential to empower us to address 
broader concerns with ecology and 
sustainability as well.

Indigenous perspectives are particularly 
important to understanding and resolving 
environmental problems.  Our community 
is fortunate to collaborate with Tūpuna 
Maunga Authority staff in protecting 
and enhancing the Maungauika and 
Takarunga.  Maria Murphy, an RTH 
volunteer who is taking lead roles and 
contributing many hours to projects each 
week, will be sharing her knowledge about 
harakeke and Māori weaving.

At our upcoming Takarunga Community 
Day on  November 30th, everyone will 
have an opportunity to meet and learn from 
Tūpuna Maunga Authority staff, Maria, and 
many others.  Archaeologist Dave Veart 
and volcanologist Kate Kenedi, both local 
residents, will share stories and insights.

Devonport Primary School is a co-
sponsor of the event and will be 
contributing by sharing their growing 
knowledge, kaitiakitanga, and kapa haka 
skills. Anyone who wants to will also 
have another opportunity to contribute 

hands-on ecological restoration and 
gather afterwards for some kai and further 
conversations.  Mark your calendars! 

November is a rat-trapping pulse 
month with many households across the 
peninsula participating to eradicate these 
pesky predators.  (Remember to report 
your trapping results at https://ratproject.
org — thank you!)  
Lance Cablk, RTH Programme Coordinator
pestfreedevonport@gmail.com
Facebook group: Restoring Takarunga Hauraki

UPCOMING
EVENTS
FRIENDS OF ACHILLES RESERVE  
Community weeding  and tree planting 
Sunday 17 Nov, 11.00am–12.30pm 
Invasive-species weeding and more
TAKURANGA MT VICTORIA 
COMMUNITY DAY  
Saturday November 30th, 9:30am-1pm 
Devonport Primary School Hall 
Hands-on ecology, flax-weaving,  
kapa haka, archaeology, volcanology,  
pest management and more.

John Mercer and Maria Murphy planting 
native species at Achilles Reserve
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Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Aotearoa due in Devonport next year

Aotearoa, the Royal New Zealand Navy’s 
(RNZN) newest ship, will sail to New 
Zealand next year to be formally 
commissioned at the Devonport Naval 
Base.

Recently in Ulsan, South Korea, Rear 
Admiral David Proctor and the ship’s 
Commanding Officer, Captain Simon 
Rooke, watched as Governor-General 
Dame Patsy Reddy officially named the 
Aotearoa at a ceremony at the Hyundai 
Shipyard where she was built.

After the ceremony, Dame Patsy said 
how proud she was to be given the honour 
of sponsoring Aotearoa and officially 
naming her.

“Aotearoa will carry the name of our 
country to all corners of the world and I’m 
sure the ship and her crew will bring credit 
to all New Zealanders,” she said.

Aotearoa’s predecessor, HMNZS 
Endeavour, was built and launched at the 
same Hyundai Shipyard in 1987, said Rear 
Admiral Proctor.

“Our excellent relationship with Hyundai 
Heavy Industries goes back more than 30 
years and with Aotearoa the RNZN will soon 
take possession of a maritime sustainment 

vessel that will be one of the most 
technologically advanced available,” he 
said.

At 173m long, Aotearoa will be the 
largest ship the RNZN has ever had in 
the fleet. It boasts state-of-the-art 
design and capability features, including 
ice-strengthening and “winter-isation” 
for operations in Antarctica.

She will operate as a fleet tanker and 
a supply ship and has the ability to 
produce 100 tonnes of fresh water  
each day — critical when providing 
humanitarian aid and disaster relief.

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

At the official naming of Aotearoa are:  
left to right, Aotearoa CO Captain Simon 
Rooke, New Zealand Governor-General, 
Dame Patsy Reddy and the Chief of Navy, 
Rear Admiral, David Proctor.

Exercise Exercise Exercise: 
Later this month the Devonport 
Naval Base will run a mock 
exercise and Devonport residents 
may notice some minor traffic 
disruption as vehicles are 
relocated. There may be increased 
naval RHIB presence in the 
harbour around the Base and 
sirens may be heard coming from 
the Base.  Residents may also 
notice an increased presence of 
emergency services in the vicinity 
of the Base to assist with this 
exercise.

Call for greater security after Guy Fawkes mayhem
The fire service says the Tupuna Maun-

ga Authority needs to beef up security on 
Takarunga/Mt Victoria on Guy Fawkes 
nights, after grass fires and reports of youths 
firing skyrockets at the crowd.

The Devonport fire service was called out 
twice to grass fires on Takarunga, around 
9.30pm, then almost immediately after-
wards, station officer Wayne Donnelly says.

A group of 35 to 40 teenagers was lighting 
fireworks on the volcanic cone, despite sig-
nage forbidding this, Donnelly says.

“I got annoyed at the second call. There 
were tons of calls going out. So I said [to the 
teens], ‘If we come up again, we’ll bring the 

police.’ Then it settled down.”
Donnelly says no one can read the signs 

at night and the Tupuna Maunga Authority 
will need to beef up security, at least until 
the sale of fireworks to the public is banned.

A local woman, who was on the mountain 
with her daughter, says there were hundreds 
of people up there, many of whom were 
drinking.

A few young men came up next to them 
and started firing rockets just a few metres 
above the heads of people in the crowds.

“They were drinking and thought it was 
hilarious,” said the woman, who did not want 
to be named.

She did not see any security staff, although 
the Tupuna Maunga Authority says it had 
security patrols on all the city’s maunga on 
Guy Fawkes night.

In addition to the Takarunga fires, there 
were major fires on Maungawhau/Mt Eden 
and Maungarei/Mt Wellington on Guy 
Fawkes night.

The authority said its security measures 
didn’t fail, but rather the public failed by 
deliberately flouting council rules forbidding 
the lighting of fireworks in any public places.

The authority plans to ban the public en-
tirely from all Auckland volcanoes on Guy 
Fawkes night next year, saying it is taking 
a responsible approach, operations manager 
Nick Turoa says. The details of how this will 
be enforced, given the multiple entrances to 
the maunga, will be worked through in the 
lead-up to Guy Fawkes 2020.

The authority banned alcohol and smoking 
on all the maunga in 2015.

Police confirm they received numerous 
complaints, which they followed up by 
speaking to youths at Devonport and Narrow 
Neck, including Waitemata Golf Course.

No decisions yet  
on Devonport maunga trees 

No decisions have been made 
regarding vegetation on Takarunga/
North Head or Maungauika/Mt 
Victoria, says the Maunga Authority.  

The Flagstaff  contacted the 
authority after residents in Mt Albert 
became alarmed over its plans to 

remove nearly 350 exotic trees from 
its mountain.

Paul Majurey, Chair of the Tūpuna 
Maunga Authority said no decisions 
on  Takarunga/North Head or 
Maungauika/Mt Victoria had been 
made.



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 38 November 15, 2019

ACCOMMODATION.

2 bedroom Bayswater home 
for Rent. Very Warm, 5 mins 
walk to Ferry. Available for 
long term rent .  $580pw 
Pets Negotiable. Email -  
carolyn@carolynharper.co.nz
Accommodation wanted.  Will 
you be travelling overseas? We 
are a reliable, tidy Dutch fam-
ily (two children) looking for 
a temporary home in North 
Shore. We love pets. Arriving 
Auckland on Jan 20, and can stay 
between 1-6 months. Email us on  
deboerart@gmail.com or phone 
+8210 3036 2102.
Cheltenham Beach Studio. 
Stunning studio with new fit-out 
only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full 
bath, fully furnished Devon-
port house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com.
Devonport - Self contained 
one double bedroom fully 
furnished and equipped pri-
vate accommodation in shared 
family home.  Suit single 
person or couple.  Handy to 
Devonport amenities/buses and  
ferry service. Email Colin via  
balgray@xtra.co.nz 
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
C h e l t e n h a m ,  a b s o l u t e 
beachfront. One double and 
two s ing les ,  shady  se t -
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
Stunning Cheltenham Beach 
Cottage, metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-term 
holiday accommodation. Beau-
tifully refurbished, one bed-
room, self-contained cottage 
with a private garden. Phone 
Rebekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

FOR RENT

Office / Creative Studio to rent. 
163 Lake Road, Belmont. Con-
tact: hello@threadroom.co.nz

REST HOMES

Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with dignity 
in a friendly, family atmosphere. 
Phone Shona, 445 2518.

REST HOMES

Komatua Care Centre – We 
care for older people who have 
memory loss and behavioural 
difficulties. Professional care 
is given in a nurturing envi-
ronment. For all enquiries -  
phone 445 1707.
Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, holistic 
care. Soul food and good people. 
Call Sharon Byron-McKay: 
445-0009.

SALE – ART 

Art Sale: Saturday, 16th and 
23rd November 2019, from 8am 
– 12pm. Art by Angelika Schus-
ter Website: art.angelikaschuster.
co.nz. Some artworks are sold 
by ‘Make an Offer’ others have 
a ‘Fixed Sales Price’. Location: 
1/31 Fraser Rd, Narrow Neck. 
Please park on the roadside. 
Contact: 021 129 6372.

SERVICES OFFERED 

A1 Handyman Excellent work, 
budget. No job too big or small. 
Josh: 021 261 8322.
A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on  
022 073 1550. 
Amazing home cleaning in-
cluding windows. 15 years’ 
experience. References available 
phone 027 492 6220.
Concrete-laying specialist. 
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom, 
Exposed and trowel finishes. 
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt  
022 102 5700.
Dev on p or t  u p h o l s t ery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques 
and contemporary styles.  
Recycling furniture for 36 years. 
John Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.
Custom-Made Lampshades An 
easy & effective way to update 
your interior decor!20yrs+ local 
known business serving com-
mercial & residential customers, 
specialising in new creations 
or reviving old favourites & 
vintage. Free quote & design 
advice.Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.com, 
www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.

SERVICES OFFERED 

Gardening help? Call the 
WEEDS & WORMS team. 
Local,  experienced, effi-
cient, reliable. Free quotes. 
Jeni 021 951 153 or Kirstan  
021 540 226.
Gardener Available Quali-
fied and experienced landscape 
designer. Enjoys getting his 
hands dirty. Good plant knowl-
edge. Hard-working, reliable and 
creative with plantings. Contact 
Paddy 022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gardening. Do you need regular 
help? No time for a tidy-up? Let 
me help. Experienced gardener. 
Ph Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Gutter Guards / Gutter Clean-
ing LeafScreen Gutter Protec-
tion, Competitive Rates, Flagstaff 
discount. info@leafscreen.co.nz, 
0800 LEAFLESS (53 23 53)
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House/Pet Sitter. Mature wom-
an. Very experienced. References 
& Police check. Please Contact: 
021 071 6988.
House plans, renovations, al-
terations, and sketch designs. 30 
years experience in heritage area. 
First hour’s consultation free. 
Call Donn 021 273 9739.

SERVICES OFFERED 

Housekeeper. Home clean-
ing, including windows. Ex-
perienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904.
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle Plus 
on 09-488-7279 or 027-245-
6264. Or you can email me 
on chris@lifestyleplusltd.nz. 
References available.
Locksmith,  Devonport’s 
o w n  S c o t t  R i c h a r d s o n .  
Mob 021 976 607.
mint. HOME CLEANING 
Your local cleaning couple is 
ready to deliver our 5-star shine 
to your home. For weekly clean-
ing, Spring, Moving or Open-
Home cleans, and a FREE quote, 
call Pat (09) 415 0028. 
Rotten wooden joinery etc 
repaired by craftsman builders 
using marine glues and fillers 
and treated timber. Call Duane 
on 027 488 5478.
Section services. Trees: pruned, 
removed. Hedges: trimmed, 
reduced.  Section clean-ups.  
Ph Dom 027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local Con-
crete layer. Small job specialist. 
Exposed, broom and trowel 
finishes. Call Ben Shadbolt on 
022 102 5700.

SERVICES OFFERED 

Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.

TUITION

Adult beginners music:  
Cello, piano, theory. Especially 
tailored. harmonymusic@ 
ho tma i l . co .nz  o r  Anne :  
021 0306 436.
Art  Classes  Devonpor t 
Community House: Friday 
morning, mastering art. Ph: Lucy 
Bucknall - 09 446 0389.
Bonjour! Visiting France? A 
French student? Or a devout 
Francophile? French tutoring - 
one-on-one or group sessions. 
$40 per hour per person. Call 
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272.
Learn piano/keyboard. Les-
sons from $19.00. Private, 
Professional, Affordable, En-
joyment for all ages. Competi-
tions, Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Learn the bagpipes! Beginners 
of all ages welcome. Contact 
Lewis at lewismacd@gmail.com 
or 021 182 0566.

TUITION

Mathematics Tuition Available 
for years 9 to 13 by a retired 
maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
NCEA Maths Exam special-
ist. 100% Student pass rate in 
2018 for all my  level 1 and 
3 students. Please ph Peter  
021 0817 5037.TUITION 
Piano Lessons. Piano & music 
theory tuition from classically 
trained pianist. Devonport-based 
and can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Primary Tutor Maths, En-
glish, Health & Wellbeing 
and Drama for 5-11-year-olds.  
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com for 
further details. 027 410 6871 
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com
Sewing Classes Learn the sew-
ing essentials through work-
ing on fun, creative projects. 
Classes to suit a range of ages 
and abilities. Get in touch:  
hello@exhibit12.com or contact 
Katie 021 124 2589.TUITION
SLSS Swim School ,  11 
Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.
Vocal Coach Jenn Shelton, offer-
ing singing lessons to all ages and  
abil i t ies.  Hauraki based.  
jenn.shelton@gmail.com

Classifieds

NatioNal 
ProPerty 
ServiceS 

• interior exterior painting
• plaster house repaints
• concrete swimming pool paints
•  water blasting and  

house soft washing
• deck building and restoration

www.nps.nz
ph 09 476 2107 
or 020 476 2107 

 COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORTLicensed Agent, REAA

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

REAL ESTATE

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Monday to Friday 8:00am–5:00pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:00am–2:00pm

Main Street Barbers 
would like to welcome 
Anaru Padgett

Navy cut and 
schoolkids 
cuts with Anaru

Cut throat and  
hot towel shave

Anaru is Serville-trained  
and specialises in zero fades  

and wet shaves.
His hours are 10am to 5pm  

Tuesday to Saturday

OLD DEVONPORT 
POST OFFICE

10 Victoria Rd, Devonport

PHONE 
445 0523

MA  N STREET BARBERS

$20
$25
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            IGNITE 
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND  Assessment of Environmental Effects  03.07.2018        

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

Tax and advisory services 
for your business.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FrEE vEnUE HIrE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies
LIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS

THE MAP TO PARADISE – 8PM  
Film makers Danielle ryan and James Sherwood present 
and talk about their Ocean Doco, with Q&A
HOOP – 8.30PM  
The Wonderfish Collective brings you an intimate  
little show at the vic Music Lounge.
THE WHISTLERS (R16) – 6PM  
romanian Cultural Festival screening.

DEVONPORT HERITAgE fILM NIgHT – 8PM  
Devonport Heritage Film night – Two short Films by Margot 
Mcrae. An inside look at two unique local restoration projects 
including a Q & A with the owners and architect.
fROM RATTLESNAKES TO gUESSWORK – 8PM  
Lloyd Cole on tour, with Commotions guitarist neil Clark.

NEW MOVIES RELEASE
Ailo’s Journey (PG) 86 min 14 nOv
Balloon (M) 125 min 14 nOv
Charlie’s Angels (M) 118 min 14 nOv
Ford vs. Ferrari (M) 152 min 14 nOv
Anne Frank: Parallel Stories (E) 82 min 21 nOv
Fisherman’s Friends (M) 112 min 21 nOv
Knives Out (M) 130 min – ADVANCE SCREENINgS  22-24 nOv
Knives Out (M) 130 min 28 nOv
frozen 2 (tba)  28 nOv
The Addams Family (PG) 87 min – ADVANCE SCREENINgS 30-31 nOv

FRI 15
NOV
FRI 15
NOV

SUN 17
NOV
THU 21
NOV
SAT 30
NOV
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COMPANY THEATRE PRESENTS

Arms And The Man by 
George Bernard Shaw

From 1894, a Romantic Comedy  
in period costume 

When: Nov 16–30, Wed–Sat @ 8.00pm
Matinee on Sun 17 Nov @ 2pm  

and Sun 24 Nov @ 2pm
George Bernard Shaw also wrote Pygmalion which 
became the musical My Fair Lady. This play is the 
story of Rana Petkoff -- a girl who wants more out 
of life.

When a charming soldier on the hop from the battlefield 
appears through her bedroom window, what is she to 
do? Should she elope with this dashing mysterious 
stranger? Along with his comic genius, Shaw engages 
with major social ethics and a strong anti-war message. 

An abridged review of an English performance from two 
years ago: Why would most producers rather cut their 
throats than put on a play by George Bernard Shaw? It 
is easy enough to see why this whimsically predictable 
“anti-romantic comedy” from 1894  has fallen out of 
fashion, but it still contains teasing hints of mature 
Shaw (offering) a refreshing straightforwardness that 
avoids parodic knowingness…Bluntschli, a Swiss mercenary, 
hides in the bedroom of a Bulgarian heiress, Raina, 
during a war – an event that causes consternation 
when Sergius, her swaggering cavalry-officer fiance, finds 
out. As so often, Shaw’s trick is to invert stereotypes. 
As a practical soldier, Bluntschli finds chocolates more 
use than cartridges in the heat of battle and the 
heroic Sergius turns out to be a quixotic idiot…but the 
supposedly sexless Shaw lends the scenes between 
Raina and Bluntschli an erotic tension that prefigures 
Man and Superman. Raina’s maid, Louka, who points out 
that service degrades the employer as much as the 
employed, is one of those fiercely independent spirits so 
beloved by Shaw... Even minor Shaw, which this is, is 
better than no Shaw at all.

Book with iticket.co.nz  online or ph 09 361 1000. 
More info at www.companytheatre.co.nz

Filling fast for 2020
Closing in on 2019,  half the available dates for 2020 
are gone already. If you have a performing art you 
would like to showcase in the coming year, now is the 
time to book The Rose Centre. Ideal for theatre, dance, 
song, photo shoots and whatever you can do on a stage, 
our low-cost theatre is the place to be on the North 
Shore. We are also arguably the North Shore

,
s, and 

possibly Auckland’
,
s, most accessible venue.

P 09 445 9900
E info@rosecentre.co.nz

F @RoseCentre    W rosecentre.co.nz

In the week North Shore MP Maggie Barry 
announced her retirement from Parliament, 
a grainy YouTube clip was coincidentally 
doing the rounds, showing a 26-year-old 
Barry fronting Radio New Zealand’s Morn-
ing Report with Geoff Robinson.

She was somewhat controversially the 
first woman and youngest co-presenter on 
the show.

The Dominion and Evening Post cam-
paigned to get her off the show, she recalls.

“They ran a cut-out coupon – ‘Do you hate 
Maggie as much as we do?’”

Some would say her time in the media 
spotlight  (four years on Morning Report,  a 
stint on Nine to Noon and her own gardening 
show on TV One for 12 years; feature-writ-
ing on the Listener; and a host slot on Radio 
Live) was ideal preparation for a career in 
politics.

However, she points out that growing up 
in an argumentative Irish family, where you 
needed to have evidence to back your opin-
ions and convictions,  was just as important.

It was the Pike River disaster that fed 
Barry’s desire to enter politics. A long-time 
supporter of hospice, and the first-hand expe-
rience of her mother Agnes battling dementia 
for 10 years, she wanted to give a voice to 
the vulnerable and the elderly, who may not 
be able to speak for themselves.

She entered Parliament as the MP for 

North Shore in 2011, but told her National 
bosses she was not a career politician and 
would be gone after 10 years.

“A decade in politics is enough – I think a 
lot of politicians go on too long.”

Barry has just turned 60, and her husband 
Grant Kerr is 71. They want to have time to 
enjoy an active retirement. 

In fact, Barry could find herself being a 
chess supporter across Europe. Kerr was a 
professional chess player across the Eastern 
Bloc in the 1970s. One stop he plans to make 
is the Moscow Central Chess Club, which he 
last visited 50 years ago.

When Barry announced her decision not 
to seek re-election in 2020, some vitriolic  
Facebook trolls told her to “get back to the 
garden where she belonged”.

The irony is not lost on Barry – this is 
exactly what she plans to do in her retire-
ment.  “Once a gardener always a gardener,” 
she says.

“We’re falling a bit behind a bit,” she 
admits, looking at some just-planted let-
tuces in the vegetable patch at her Stanley 
Point home, which was built with “concrete 
poured by Simon Gundry”. There’s also a 
Maggie Barry rose, bred for her by the late 
Sam McGready.

She tells a story of how she is in posses-
sion of lilies from former Prime Minister 
Robert Muldoon. 

Let’s go... Maggie Barry MP and husband Grant Kerr are looking 
forward to the freedom of living a normal life, after enduring the 
heavy demands of politics

MP looks forward to  
gardening and travel 

End of an era
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PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n Love Story in 1990
21 –24 November
A play inspired by true stories, 
highlighting the challenges  
of living in a new country.

The Santa claus Show
30 November – 21 December 
A magical Christmas story for  
the whole family, presented by  
Tim Bray Theatre Company.

christmas carols  
in the Amphitheatre
15 December at 6pm 
Fun for the whole family  
at our annual Christmas Carol 
singalong in the amphitheatre.

Tēnā koutou katoa,
 
On Monday this week we met with neighbours of our
Rutherford Street development at Little & Friday to provide an
update. We would like to thank all of those who attended, your
questions and insights were invaluable.
 
We informed those in attendance that the first of the 13 houses
currently under construction are nearing completion and will be
available for public purchase in the new year. We were joined
by our newly appointed sales agents, Harcourts Cooper & Co,
who will be managing the sales process.
 
On display were beautiful new renders of what the finished
homes will look like. We also shared design details, floorplans,
and engaged in kōrero. We talked about our hopes for
improved public amenities and infrastructure in the area in the
near future and how our values such as kaitiakitanga,
manaakitanga and whanaungatanga underpin who we are as a
ethical developer. 
 
For those of you who were unable to attend but want to
keep up to date with news of the development, you can
register your interest at oneoneroa.co.nz. 
 
Ngā mihi nui.
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currently under construction are nearing completion and will be
available for public purchase in the new year. We were joined
by our newly appointed sales agents, Harcourts Cooper & Co,
who will be managing the sales process.
 
On display were beautiful new renders of what the finished
homes will look like. We also shared design details, floorplans,
and engaged in kōrero. We talked about our hopes for
improved public amenities and infrastructure in the area in the
near future and how our values such as kaitiakitanga,
manaakitanga and whanaungatanga underpin who we are as a
ethical developer. 
 
For those of you who were unable to attend but want to
keep up to date with news of the development, you can
register your interest at oneoneroa.co.nz. 
 
Ngā mihi nui.

Muldoon had a talkback-radio slot, Lilies 
and Other Things and sent out lily seeds to 
selected callers. Barry’s mother got some, 
and grew flowers from which Barry now 
has the offspring. 

Travel is also prominent on her to-do 
list: she’s interested in going to Bhutan, re-
turning to Mexico, and visiting the cities of 
Europe where she once took guided groups 
on garden tours – all without the stresses of 
4am Tuesday starts for flights to Wellington, 
80-hour weeks (rising to 100 hours as a 
cabinet minister), and endless weekend en-
gagements,  following the arrival of briefing 
papers on a Friday night.

Newfound freedoms of living a “normal 
life” in Devonport beckon. “We’ve often 
said, ‘wouldn’t it be nice just to pop down to 
the local bowls club.’” A total change from 
the “bells and whips” which have dominated 
her life as a parliamentarian.

Some writing and volunteer work for 
hospice are also likely in her retirement. 

Barry went into cabinet in 2014, serving 
in the portfolios of Conservation, Seniors 
and Arts.

She made headlines around the world for 
the Predator Free 2050 campaign, which 
aims to rid New Zealand of possums, rats, 
and mustelids.  It is eminently possible, she 
says. Not a rat has been seen at her property 
in three years after trapping, and the bird life 
has exploded. 

“Theres a real opportunity on the Devon-

port peninsula to encase it in a ‘ring of steel’ 
to keep the predators out,” she says. People 
can literally save the environment, starting 
in their own backyard, although Barry ac-
cepts that a genetic solution to modify the 
breeding of pests is the only real solution, 
and hopes the Green Party doesn’t manage 
to “dilute” this option.

Controversially, Barry was accused of 
bullying by staff members, allegations she 
says were groundless: “Throughly investi-
gated – nothing was found.” 

Her support of 1080 poison prompted a 
hatred that she says was her worst time in 
politics. She received death threats, but she 
remains true to her conviction that the poison 
is the best current option.

She’s been equally committed to her 
opposition to David Seymour’s End of Life 
Choice Bill, which would legalise euthana-
sia for the terminally ill. The progress of the 
bill through Parliament has been “harrow-
ing”, with many New Zealanders sharing 
their stories before a select committee she 
chaired.

The bill has split Parliament and a vote 
on a possible referendum was due as the 
Flagstaff went to press. Barry herself has a 
member’s bill before Parliament that  aims to 
provide better palliative care for the elderly.

Although she says she has a thick skin, 
she won’t miss the bear pit of Parliament, 
and the use of the kind of tactics described 
in the book Dirty Politics, by Nicky Hagar, 

which had sensational allegations involving  
blogger Cameron Slater. A few National 
Party members were implicated, but Barry 
describes Slater’s work as “despicable” and 
seems to genuinely admire Hagar’s tenacity 
for exposing it.

“I just hope that type of thing doesn’t put 
people off standing for public office.”

• The National Party will likely decide 
by the end of January the new North Shore 
candidate for next year’s election.

End of an era
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Takapuna TakapunaGrammar Grammar
NOV 15, 2019 NOV 15, 2019SCHOOL NEWS SCHOOL NEWS

Takapuna Grammar School Subject Awards 2019

Special Awards 2019

ACCOUNTING
1st  Damai Pedju
1st  Tayla Wheeler
Margaret Cullingworth Award
1st  Zoe Martin

ACE
1st  Abby Oorschot

ART
Distinction  Lucy Shelton
Excellence  Priya Taua

ART HISTORY
Excellence Collette Morrison
Margaret Cullingworth Award
1st  Anna Videler

BIOLOGY
1st  Elizabeth Chapman
Distinction  Andrew Crotty
Distinction  Emmanuel Trommer
Distinction  Connor Cowie
Distinction Mai Thanh Van (Jade) Nguyen
1st Alana Rodrigues-Birch
Distinction Libby Lord
1st  Zoe Martin
Distinction  Lin Li Yeoh

BUSINESS STUDIES
1st  Madeleine Thorne
Distinction  Grace Vernon
1st  Ruby Worrall
1st  Isabella Bouwer

CHEMISTRY
Distinction  Andrew Crotty
1st  Emmanuel Trommer
Distinction  Milla Vasiljevic
1st  Zak Beaumont
Distinction  Alana Rodrigues-Birch
Distinction  Holly Wakelin
1st  Libby Lord
Distinction  Phoebe Peng

CHINESE
Excellence  Ruonan (Hester) Wei

CLASSICAL STUDIES
Distinction  Pippi Duncan
C.C. Robinson Award
1st  Alana Rodrigues-Birch
C.C. Robinson Award
1st  Anya Fry

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Distinction Alexander Schenkel
1st  Andy Wu
1st  Sam Cordner
1st  Kyle Hensel
1st  Emma Neill

DANCE
1st  Bethan Parker
1st  Katherine Daniel

DESIGN VISUAL COMMUNICATION
Distinction  Jade Poppelwell
1st  Hongtian (Charles) Wang
1st  Daniel Tan
1st  Amy Pullen-Burry

DRAMA
1st  Sharlini Dhar
1st  Madeleine Byrne
1st  India Worsnop

ECONOMICS
1st  Jade Poppelwell
1st  Ruiliang Nie
1st  Faith Poppelwell

ECONOMICS & ACCOUNTING
1st  Harry Beale

ENGLISH
Distinction  Joseph Duong
Distinction  Victoria (Tori) Milne
Distinction  Isabella (Bella) Sutton
AGG School Old Girls
1st  Emmanuel Trommer
Distinction  Grace Yee
Distinction  Ella Gladwell
1st  Ruiliang Nie
Distinction  Felix Shaw-Bell
Distinction  Louis Sinclair
Distinction  Ruby Worrall
Distinction  Isabella Dunleavy
Sam Dorrington Memorial Award
1st  Jessie Gair-Ah Siu

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
1st  Thao Nguyen (Win) Cao

ENGLISH EXTENSION
Distinction  Allegra Bouwer
1st  Andrew Crotty
1st  Anoushka Coulter
Distinction  Meg Lyell
ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES

Distinction  Yuanting (Tina) Luo
1st  Yifan (Evan) Wu
ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES

LEVEL 2
Distinction  Myeongeun (Caroline) Jung
1st  Mai Thanh Van (Jade) Nguyen

ENGLISH LITERACY
Excellence  Zachary Dawes
Excellence  Ryan Brook

FRENCH
1st  Allegra Bouwer
Excellence  Evelyn Campbell
Excellence  Faith Poppelwell

GEOGRAPHY
Distinction  Connor McLean
Excellence  Amy Nattress
Distinction  Charlotte King
1st  Dominic Perkins
Distinction  Daniel Perkins
Distinction  Molly Clark
Excellence  Libby Lord

HEALTH
Excellence  Lydia Culbert
1st  Tom Christie
Excellence  Eva MacKenzie

HISTORY
Distinction  Emma Mason

NORAH HAMBLIN TROPY 
YEAR L1 HISTORY

1st  Jade Poppelwell
Distinction  Daisy Eaglesome
Distinction  Nathaniel Fricker
GALLIPOLI STONE YEAR L2 HISTORY

1st  Lucy Nicoll
Distinction  Anya Fry
Toynbee Cup
1st  Faith Poppelwell

HOSPITALITY
Excellence  Brydone Inglis
Excellence  Cei Cei Luk

JAPANESE
Excellence  Nikita Irene
Excellence  Caroline Jung
Excellence  Suyeon Kim

LITERACY
Excellence                     Willem Richardson

MATHEMATICS
Distinction  Yutong Guo
Distinction  Victoria (Tori) Milne
1st  Yuhi Narita
Distinction  Olivia Peyton
Distinction  Emmanuel Trommer
1st  Junho Jeong
Distinction  Kaijie (Lampard) Liu
Distinction  Robert Wilson

MATHEMATICS (10 ACCELERATE)
1st  Lachlan Jardine

MATHEMATICS CALCULUS
Distinction  Evelyn Campbell
Short Shield
1st Libby Lord
Distinction  Andrew Crotty

TGS MATHEMATICS CUP YEAR L1
1st  Andy Wu
Distinction  Sam Cordner
1st  Daniel Tan

MATHEMATICS STATISTICS
1st  Charlotte Gobbie
Distinction  Lucy Shelton
Distinction  Lucy Thorne
Distinction  Tom Christie
Distinction  Catherine Fairbairn
1st  Tayla Wheeler
1st  Faith Poppelwell
Distinction  Oliver Skilton

MEDIA STUDIES
1st  Hongtian (Charles) Wang
Robin Holding Award
1st  Pippi Duncan
Distinction  Libby Easterbrook
Distinction  Anya Fry
1st  Abigail McGarvey

MUSIC
1st  Andy Wu
1st  Evelyn Campbell
1st  Francesca Parussini

MUSIC THEATRE
1st  Molly Lewis
1st  Joshua Downs
1st  Tausala Faulalo

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Wareham Shield Year L2
1st  Tayla Wheeler
1st  Allegra Bouwer
Distinction  Jack Clough
Distinction  Ella Gladwell
Wareham Shield Year L3
1st  Eva Steedman
Distinction  William Twiss

PHYSICAL EDUCATION PRACTICAL
1st  Liam Cammelot-Allan

PHYSICS
Distinction  Joseph Duong
Distinction  Connor Mclean
Distinction  Jade Poppelwell
1st  Andy Wu
Distinction  Conrad Butler
Distinction  Evelyn Campbell
1st  Holly Wakelin
Distinction  Suyeon Kim
1st  Libby Lord
Distinction                               Zoe Martin

SCIENCE
1st  Yiying (Dara) Dou

SCIENCE (10 ACCELERATE)
1st  Ankia Van Zyl

SPANISH
Excellence  Milla Vasiljevic
Excellence  Henry Simpson
Excellence  Emma Hitman

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Excellence  Kavya Chopra
Excellence  Joshua Thomas

TE REO MAORI
1st  Finn Barrett
1st  William Mulcahy
Excellence  Volkan (Emre) Ozyurteri
TECHNOLOGY FOOD AND NUTRITION
Excellence  Lucy Shelton

TECHNOLOGY FURNITURE
& CONSTRUCTION

1st  Nikora O’Hare
Excellence  Christopher Worsfold
TECHNOLOGY RESISTANT MATERIALS
Excellence  Harry Moore
Excellence  Huynh Tuan Kiet (Tom) Nguyen
White Cliffe Timber Award
Excellence  Jack Adams

TECHNOLOGY SOFT MATERIALS
Excellence  Holly Hamlin
Excellence Anna De Boyett
Excellence  Carina Oliver

TOURISM
Excellence  Max Teape
1st  Gazal Suchdev

VISUAL ARTS – DESIGN
Excellence Anoushka Coulter
Excellence  Elena Roige Laugesen

VISUAL ARTS – DIGITAL
1st  Hongtian (Charles) Wang

VISUAL ARTS – PAINTING
1st  Abigail McGarvey

VISUAL ARTS – PHOTOGRAPHY
Photolife Award
1st  Rebekah McMillan
1st  Chengyu (Alex) Lou

VISUAL ARTS – SCULPTURE
1st  Maya Pellizzaro-Hurrell

VISUAL ARTS – PRACTICAL
Excellence  Anna De Boyett

GOLD MERIT
Ball Committee, Arts Council, 
Leonessa, SWT, TGS Chorale  
 Isabella Bouwer
Broadway Squad, Sultans of Sing, 
TGS Chorale, School Show
 Patrick Cunneen
Sports Council, SWT, Tennis, Tu Tangata
 Patience Davis
Ball Committee, RAPT, Rugby, 
Sports Council Ethan Dawes
Arts Council, Concert Band, Rowing,
SWT, Sports Council Jessica Hamlin
Concert Band, Environmental Club,
Jazz Big Band, Koren Fan Dance Group,
Swimming Hannah Kim
Debating, Environmental Club,
MUNA, UN Youth, SWT Libby Lord
Debating, Hockey, Jazz Big Band,
Petanque, PST Madeleine Malone
Debating, MUNA, 
Peer Assemby Team, Cycling
 Zoe Martin
Ball Committee, Cactus Dance
Company, Leonessa,
Peer Assembly Team, Arts Council
 Carina Oliver
Concert Band, Jazz Big Band,
Peer Assembly Team, TGS Chorale,

Tu Tangata Volkan Ozyurteri
Concert Band, Jazz Big Band, SWT,
Arts Council Francesca Parussini
Concert Band, Jazz Big Band,
Petanque, Debating, PST Phoebe Peng
Librarian, String Ensemble,
Ultimate Frisbee, Unicef, PST
 Wenyi Soon
Broadway Squad, Leonessa,
Peer Assembly Team, School Show,
TGS Chorale India Worsnop

CITATION
In recognition of achieving personal
excellence in all areas of school life
including academic, service,
co-curricular and sport.
 Thomas Swarbrick
DUKE OF EDINBURGH GOLD AWARD

 Suyeon Kim
HOUSE TROPHY

WINNING HOUSE FOR 2019
 WEHI

PENINSULAR CUP
Excellence in Performing Arts
 Joshua Downs

FARQUARSON SHIELD
Winner Senior Speech Contest 2019
 Jake Avram

TGS YEAR 11 SPEECH CUP
Winner Year 11 Speech Contest for 2019
 Emma Mason

MARGARET CAMPBELL SHIELD
Overall Excellence in Languages
 Meg Lyell

MIKE DONALD MEMORIAL AWARD
Most Committed Senior Art Student
 Lauren Bremner

FARQUARSON SHIELD
Tony Steele Award Service to Kapa 
Haka Lomano Crichton

POST AWARD
Service to Kaupapa Maori
 Amy Pullen-Burry

AFS AWARD
Promotion of International
Understanding  Alice Chen

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL
YEAR 12 LEADERSHIP AWARD

Leadership Tayla Wheeler
LIBRARY SERVICE AWARD

Service to the Library  Wenyi Soon
AROHA CUP

Awarded to a student from Special
Education who has demonstrated
strong achievement throughout
the year.  Aimee Qiu

DANIEL JAMES SHIELD
An award presented by ex-pupil
Daniel James, recognises individual
excellence by a Special Education
Student.  Alana Harris
SUCCESS CUP – SPECIAL EDUCATION

This cup was donated by Everard
Allison and Elizabeth Fairgray.
It acknowledges a student who has
demonstrated the true meaning of
success, a personal standard, reaching
for the highest that is in us, becoming
all that we can.  Finn Linton

MALCOLM FAIRGRAY CUP
FOR HORTICULTURE

Special Education  Jeremy Li
PRENTICE AWARD

This award for a student who has
shown significant growth and
perseverance throughout the year.
The recipient has continually sought
their personal excellence often under
testing circumstances.
 Christopher MacRae

BENEFITZ GRAPHIC DESIGN
SCHOLARSHIP

Awarded by Benefitz printers to the
top student in the design area. This is
a $1,000 scholarship.  Phoebe Peng

INCOMING 2020 HEAD PREFECTS. Head Girl: Catherine Fairbairn; Head Boy: Jake Avram; Deputy Head Girl: Libby Easterbrook; 
Deputy Head Girl: Tayla Wheeler; Deputy Head Boy: Will Dalzell; Deputy Head Boy: Connor Cowie.

PARTIAL - CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE
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Takapuna Grammar School Subject Awards 2019

Special Awards 2019

ACCOUNTING
1st  Damai Pedju
1st  Tayla Wheeler
Margaret Cullingworth Award
1st  Zoe Martin

ACE
1st  Abby Oorschot

ART
Distinction  Lucy Shelton
Excellence  Priya Taua

ART HISTORY
Excellence Collette Morrison
Margaret Cullingworth Award
1st  Anna Videler

BIOLOGY
1st  Elizabeth Chapman
Distinction  Andrew Crotty
Distinction  Emmanuel Trommer
Distinction  Connor Cowie
Distinction Mai Thanh Van (Jade) Nguyen
1st Alana Rodrigues-Birch
Distinction Libby Lord
1st  Zoe Martin
Distinction  Lin Li Yeoh

BUSINESS STUDIES
1st  Madeleine Thorne
Distinction  Grace Vernon
1st  Ruby Worrall
1st  Isabella Bouwer

CHEMISTRY
Distinction  Andrew Crotty
1st  Emmanuel Trommer
Distinction  Milla Vasiljevic
1st  Zak Beaumont
Distinction  Alana Rodrigues-Birch
Distinction  Holly Wakelin
1st  Libby Lord
Distinction  Phoebe Peng

CHINESE
Excellence  Ruonan (Hester) Wei

CLASSICAL STUDIES
Distinction  Pippi Duncan
C.C. Robinson Award
1st  Alana Rodrigues-Birch
C.C. Robinson Award
1st  Anya Fry

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Distinction Alexander Schenkel
1st  Andy Wu
1st  Sam Cordner
1st  Kyle Hensel
1st  Emma Neill

DANCE
1st  Bethan Parker
1st  Katherine Daniel

DESIGN VISUAL COMMUNICATION
Distinction  Jade Poppelwell
1st  Hongtian (Charles) Wang
1st  Daniel Tan
1st  Amy Pullen-Burry

DRAMA
1st  Sharlini Dhar
1st  Madeleine Byrne
1st  India Worsnop

ECONOMICS
1st  Jade Poppelwell
1st  Ruiliang Nie
1st  Faith Poppelwell

ECONOMICS & ACCOUNTING
1st  Harry Beale

ENGLISH
Distinction  Joseph Duong
Distinction  Victoria (Tori) Milne
Distinction  Isabella (Bella) Sutton
AGG School Old Girls
1st  Emmanuel Trommer
Distinction  Grace Yee
Distinction  Ella Gladwell
1st  Ruiliang Nie
Distinction  Felix Shaw-Bell
Distinction  Louis Sinclair
Distinction  Ruby Worrall
Distinction  Isabella Dunleavy
Sam Dorrington Memorial Award
1st  Jessie Gair-Ah Siu

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
1st  Thao Nguyen (Win) Cao

ENGLISH EXTENSION
Distinction  Allegra Bouwer
1st  Andrew Crotty
1st  Anoushka Coulter
Distinction  Meg Lyell
ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES

Distinction  Yuanting (Tina) Luo
1st  Yifan (Evan) Wu
ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES

LEVEL 2
Distinction  Myeongeun (Caroline) Jung
1st  Mai Thanh Van (Jade) Nguyen

ENGLISH LITERACY
Excellence  Zachary Dawes
Excellence  Ryan Brook

FRENCH
1st  Allegra Bouwer
Excellence  Evelyn Campbell
Excellence  Faith Poppelwell

GEOGRAPHY
Distinction  Connor McLean
Excellence  Amy Nattress
Distinction  Charlotte King
1st  Dominic Perkins
Distinction  Daniel Perkins
Distinction  Molly Clark
Excellence  Libby Lord

HEALTH
Excellence  Lydia Culbert
1st  Tom Christie
Excellence  Eva MacKenzie

HISTORY
Distinction  Emma Mason

NORAH HAMBLIN TROPY 
YEAR L1 HISTORY

1st  Jade Poppelwell
Distinction  Daisy Eaglesome
Distinction  Nathaniel Fricker
GALLIPOLI STONE YEAR L2 HISTORY

1st  Lucy Nicoll
Distinction  Anya Fry
Toynbee Cup
1st  Faith Poppelwell

HOSPITALITY
Excellence  Brydone Inglis
Excellence  Cei Cei Luk

JAPANESE
Excellence  Nikita Irene
Excellence  Caroline Jung
Excellence  Suyeon Kim

LITERACY
Excellence                     Willem Richardson

MATHEMATICS
Distinction  Yutong Guo
Distinction  Victoria (Tori) Milne
1st  Yuhi Narita
Distinction  Olivia Peyton
Distinction  Emmanuel Trommer
1st  Junho Jeong
Distinction  Kaijie (Lampard) Liu
Distinction  Robert Wilson

MATHEMATICS (10 ACCELERATE)
1st  Lachlan Jardine

MATHEMATICS CALCULUS
Distinction  Evelyn Campbell
Short Shield
1st Libby Lord
Distinction  Andrew Crotty

TGS MATHEMATICS CUP YEAR L1
1st  Andy Wu
Distinction  Sam Cordner
1st  Daniel Tan

MATHEMATICS STATISTICS
1st  Charlotte Gobbie
Distinction  Lucy Shelton
Distinction  Lucy Thorne
Distinction  Tom Christie
Distinction  Catherine Fairbairn
1st  Tayla Wheeler
1st  Faith Poppelwell
Distinction  Oliver Skilton

MEDIA STUDIES
1st  Hongtian (Charles) Wang
Robin Holding Award
1st  Pippi Duncan
Distinction  Libby Easterbrook
Distinction  Anya Fry
1st  Abigail McGarvey

MUSIC
1st  Andy Wu
1st  Evelyn Campbell
1st  Francesca Parussini

MUSIC THEATRE
1st  Molly Lewis
1st  Joshua Downs
1st  Tausala Faulalo

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Wareham Shield Year L2
1st  Tayla Wheeler
1st  Allegra Bouwer
Distinction  Jack Clough
Distinction  Ella Gladwell
Wareham Shield Year L3
1st  Eva Steedman
Distinction  William Twiss

PHYSICAL EDUCATION PRACTICAL
1st  Liam Cammelot-Allan

PHYSICS
Distinction  Joseph Duong
Distinction  Connor Mclean
Distinction  Jade Poppelwell
1st  Andy Wu
Distinction  Conrad Butler
Distinction  Evelyn Campbell
1st  Holly Wakelin
Distinction  Suyeon Kim
1st  Libby Lord
Distinction                               Zoe Martin

SCIENCE
1st  Yiying (Dara) Dou

SCIENCE (10 ACCELERATE)
1st  Ankia Van Zyl

SPANISH
Excellence  Milla Vasiljevic
Excellence  Henry Simpson
Excellence  Emma Hitman

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Excellence  Kavya Chopra
Excellence  Joshua Thomas

TE REO MAORI
1st  Finn Barrett
1st  William Mulcahy
Excellence  Volkan (Emre) Ozyurteri
TECHNOLOGY FOOD AND NUTRITION
Excellence  Lucy Shelton

TECHNOLOGY FURNITURE
& CONSTRUCTION

1st  Nikora O’Hare
Excellence  Christopher Worsfold
TECHNOLOGY RESISTANT MATERIALS
Excellence  Harry Moore
Excellence  Huynh Tuan Kiet (Tom) Nguyen
White Cliffe Timber Award
Excellence  Jack Adams

TECHNOLOGY SOFT MATERIALS
Excellence  Holly Hamlin
Excellence Anna De Boyett
Excellence  Carina Oliver

TOURISM
Excellence  Max Teape
1st  Gazal Suchdev

VISUAL ARTS – DESIGN
Excellence Anoushka Coulter
Excellence  Elena Roige Laugesen

VISUAL ARTS – DIGITAL
1st  Hongtian (Charles) Wang

VISUAL ARTS – PAINTING
1st  Abigail McGarvey

VISUAL ARTS – PHOTOGRAPHY
Photolife Award
1st  Rebekah McMillan
1st  Chengyu (Alex) Lou

VISUAL ARTS – SCULPTURE
1st  Maya Pellizzaro-Hurrell

VISUAL ARTS – PRACTICAL
Excellence  Anna De Boyett

GOLD MERIT
Ball Committee, Arts Council, 
Leonessa, SWT, TGS Chorale  
 Isabella Bouwer
Broadway Squad, Sultans of Sing, 
TGS Chorale, School Show
 Patrick Cunneen
Sports Council, SWT, Tennis, Tu Tangata
 Patience Davis
Ball Committee, RAPT, Rugby, 
Sports Council Ethan Dawes
Arts Council, Concert Band, Rowing,
SWT, Sports Council Jessica Hamlin
Concert Band, Environmental Club,
Jazz Big Band, Koren Fan Dance Group,
Swimming Hannah Kim
Debating, Environmental Club,
MUNA, UN Youth, SWT Libby Lord
Debating, Hockey, Jazz Big Band,
Petanque, PST Madeleine Malone
Debating, MUNA, 
Peer Assemby Team, Cycling
 Zoe Martin
Ball Committee, Cactus Dance
Company, Leonessa,
Peer Assembly Team, Arts Council
 Carina Oliver
Concert Band, Jazz Big Band,
Peer Assembly Team, TGS Chorale,

Tu Tangata Volkan Ozyurteri
Concert Band, Jazz Big Band, SWT,
Arts Council Francesca Parussini
Concert Band, Jazz Big Band,
Petanque, Debating, PST Phoebe Peng
Librarian, String Ensemble,
Ultimate Frisbee, Unicef, PST
 Wenyi Soon
Broadway Squad, Leonessa,
Peer Assembly Team, School Show,
TGS Chorale India Worsnop

CITATION
In recognition of achieving personal
excellence in all areas of school life
including academic, service,
co-curricular and sport.
 Thomas Swarbrick
DUKE OF EDINBURGH GOLD AWARD

 Suyeon Kim
HOUSE TROPHY

WINNING HOUSE FOR 2019
 WEHI

PENINSULAR CUP
Excellence in Performing Arts
 Joshua Downs

FARQUARSON SHIELD
Winner Senior Speech Contest 2019
 Jake Avram

TGS YEAR 11 SPEECH CUP
Winner Year 11 Speech Contest for 2019
 Emma Mason

MARGARET CAMPBELL SHIELD
Overall Excellence in Languages
 Meg Lyell

MIKE DONALD MEMORIAL AWARD
Most Committed Senior Art Student
 Lauren Bremner

FARQUARSON SHIELD
Tony Steele Award Service to Kapa 
Haka Lomano Crichton

POST AWARD
Service to Kaupapa Maori
 Amy Pullen-Burry

AFS AWARD
Promotion of International
Understanding  Alice Chen

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL
YEAR 12 LEADERSHIP AWARD

Leadership Tayla Wheeler
LIBRARY SERVICE AWARD

Service to the Library  Wenyi Soon
AROHA CUP

Awarded to a student from Special
Education who has demonstrated
strong achievement throughout
the year.  Aimee Qiu

DANIEL JAMES SHIELD
An award presented by ex-pupil
Daniel James, recognises individual
excellence by a Special Education
Student.  Alana Harris
SUCCESS CUP – SPECIAL EDUCATION

This cup was donated by Everard
Allison and Elizabeth Fairgray.
It acknowledges a student who has
demonstrated the true meaning of
success, a personal standard, reaching
for the highest that is in us, becoming
all that we can.  Finn Linton

MALCOLM FAIRGRAY CUP
FOR HORTICULTURE

Special Education  Jeremy Li
PRENTICE AWARD

This award for a student who has
shown significant growth and
perseverance throughout the year.
The recipient has continually sought
their personal excellence often under
testing circumstances.
 Christopher MacRae

BENEFITZ GRAPHIC DESIGN
SCHOLARSHIP

Awarded by Benefitz printers to the
top student in the design area. This is
a $1,000 scholarship.  Phoebe Peng

INCOMING 2020 HEAD PREFECTS. Head Girl: Catherine Fairbairn; Head Boy: Jake Avram; Deputy Head Girl: Libby Easterbrook; 
Deputy Head Girl: Tayla Wheeler; Deputy Head Boy: Will Dalzell; Deputy Head Boy: Connor Cowie.
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Subtle design accents 
create a timeless  
kitchen design.

kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Visit one of our showrooms today. 
Newmarket

7 Melrose Street, Newmarket 
(09) 379 3084

Takapuna
3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna 

(09) 488 7201
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Takapuna is home to a first of its kind bou-
tique, sustainable urban school – ready to revo-
lutionise education.

AGE School is for families and students who 
are passionate about well-being for people and 
for the planet. Our small nurturing environment 
and high teacher-to-student ratio means we get 
to know each student deeply and personalise 
learning so that it is meaningful for them. 

We have been inspired by international edu-
cation innovators and thought leaders who 
have paved the way, and proven future-ready 
education models that focus beyond the aca-
demic, to an individual’s purpose, well-being 
and agility to thrive in the future. Combining 
the best of New Zealand’s approach to educa-
tion with the latest thinking from these interna-
tional education innovators, our learning model 
is designed to let your child embrace who they 
truly are – not what traditional education thinks 
they should be.

To spark children’s curiosity, we turn their 
interests into real-world challenges, and en-
courage deep thinking to allow students to 
build both their knowledge and their social and 
emotional skills. With much of our time spent 
outside the school within our local community 
and the natural environment, our passion for 

real-world learning is a very real part of student 
life too.

Since our start in 2018, we have developed 
our learning programme whilst based in a 
leased building. In 2020, we move into our 
new purpose-designed building, which will 
allow us to eventually grow to around 150 
students. Along with this sustainable learn-
ing environment, we will continue to use the 
amazing facilities and natural environment in 
the Takapuna area.

AGE School Principal Steve Mouldey says 
that the chance to lead this new school in Taka-
puna is an exciting opportunity.

“I have been involved in a range of differ-
ent teaching experiences and this is the most 
exciting of all: leading a school based on de-
veloping students’ curiosity and creativity,”  

Mr Mouldey said. 
“Large schools need to cater to the needs 

of many, and although they can tweak pro-
grammes for some students they just don’t 
have the flexibility to truly contextualise learn-
ing for each individual student like we are able 
to at AGE School. 

“Having the chance to lead a school that is 
reimagining education for the future is an excit-
ing opportunity.”

Limited spaces are still available for enrol-
ment in 2020, and the school is holding an 
Open Morning on Thursday 21 November 
9.30–10.30am.

To register for the Open Morning, or 
to organise a separate personal visit, 
please email info@age.school.nz or phone  
(09) 218 7771.

An education revolution in Takapuna

LIMITED SPACES FOR 2020 OPEN MORNING on Thursday 21 November, 9.30–10.30am

info@age.school.nz
Ph (09) 218 7771
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OUTDOOR SOFAS OUTDOOR  LOUNGERS

OUTDOOR  DINNING

QUALITY UMBRELLAS

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  C O L L E C T I O N

View the range at designconcepts.co.nz or visit 18 Barrys Point Rd

Manufactured with Marine-Grade aluminium, Sunbrella fabric and Quick-Dry foam  
to withstand New Zealand’s harsh weather conditions.

Driven... Paul Tooohey (left) and Chris 
Brebner (above) of United Cleaning tee off 
at the annual TGS Golf Day
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Ngati Whatua 
Half  page 

15 Derby St, Devonport   |   Ph (09) 445 8716   |   admin@waitematagolf.co.nz

Founded in 1905, Waitemata Golf 
Club is a beautiful 18-hole course 
with a flat contour that allows easy 
walking through beautiful park-like 
surroundings with well-established 
trees, shrubs and water features. 

Nestled between Mt. Victoria and 
Narrow Neck Beach, the course 
is one of Devonport’s iconic 
attractions. Originally the home of the 
Takapuna Jockey Club, the contours 
of the infamous ‘Back Straight’ are 
still discernible when playing the 
par 5 13th. The course was originally 
nine holes within the perimeter of 
a horse-racing track. Motorbike 
racing, horse racing, greyhound and 
professional foot racing shared Alison 

Park until 1934. The first full season 
of the Waitemata Golf Club on Alison 
Park took place in 1906, with annual 
subs of one guinea for men, and ten 
shillings and sixpence for women. 
Players were to use caddies and pay 
them sixpence for the afternoon and 
one penny for each ball found.

Waitemata Golf Club is committed 
to growing the game among young 
people and has seen a large growth in 
junior membership, offering support 
for both new and experienced 
golfers. Junior membership is open 
to all those under 19 years old, with 
competition days on Sundays.  
It includes free term-time coaching 
every Friday after school.

The recently renovated club 
rooms offer the ideal ‘19th’ of your 
round. Our relaxing lounge bar 
and comfortable dining area are 
complemented by spacious outdoor 
decking providing panoramic views 
of the course. The Waitemata Cafe 
and Bar menu is extensive and very 
reasonably priced.

The ProShop stocks the latest and 
greatest products from Ping, Titleist, 
Mizuno and Wilson, along with 
apparel and a range of accessories.  

There is a new $30,000 launch 
monitor, which enables the team to 
fully customise a club or a set for you 
and your golf game.

All golf related enquiries: mark@theclubroom.co.nz 
All social enquiries, including room hire: thewaitematabar@gmail.com  

This is a very popular course and bookings are essential.  
Please note that we are a soft spike-only-course, and that dress standards require a collared shirt, and prohibit denim.

TGS Golf Day draws a crowd 

Fair weather on the fairway... Team Mason (from left) Mike Moxley, Paul Muir, Mike Newdick and John 
Cobb were among the 84 players in 21 teams of four, who turned out for the 14th annual Takapuna 
Grammar School Golf Day in warm, sunny conditions at Waitemata Golf Club last Thursday. 
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

Positioned superbly in a tightly held complex, this two bedroom unit enjoys a sense of peace 
and tranquillity that is enriched by its proximity to Devonport and the wonderful coastal 
lifestyle on offer. This beautifully presented property certainly provides the perfect haven or 
entry level opportunity. Comfortably proportioned open plan kitchen, dining and living flow 
seamlessly to a delightful sheltered patio, providing the perfect backdrop for relaxation and 
alfresco dining. Live the lifestyle dream this premium location offers.

DEVONPORT | 4/17 CHURCH STREET | Lifestyle Retreat

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60587  VIEW | SAT/SUN 11 - 11.45 AM  
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 28 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

Rarely does a property of this nature come to the market, boasting attention to detail and 
beautifully considered for modern day living. Offset by the smart vertical construction, what 
lies beneath is a contemporary spacious home. Two generous bedrooms, one occupies 
the entire upper level complete with office and grandstand views. Surrounded by easy care 
gardens, the main living spaces are light and airy with superb outdoor connection. This is a 
property worth exploring, offering the conveniences of a lifestyle frequently sought.

DEVONPORT | 15A ASCOT AVENUE | A Contemporary Sanctuary

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60588  VIEW |  SAT/SUN 1.15 - 2 PM & WED 27 NOV 5.45 - 6.30 PM
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 12 DECEMBER 2019 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488  
KimPausina@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT 445 3414 

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488  
KimPausina@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT 445 3414  


