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Catwalk class... Designers and models from Takapuna Grammar made a splash at the Bruce Mason 
Centre with the school’s 15th annual fashion show. More pictures, pages 14 to 17.

To page 5

TGS fashionistas show true colours

Police called in as electoral race gets nasty
A man has been warned over harrassment 

and police called in to investigate death threats 
online and defacement of billboards as the North 
Shore election race has taken an increasingly 
nasty turn.

The attacks have centred around sitting North 

Shore Ward councillors Richard Hills and Chris 
Darby.

Hills said he went to police in March after a 
man started contacting him on the phone and 
with text messages containing funeral homes 
“and you’ll be next” threats. 

The man was called into a police station 
where he was cautioned and told to cut off all 
contact with Hills. The councillor was also of-
fered a safety audit of his house.

“It was very nasty, but I didn’t want to 

ian Cunliffe 
027 227 9322 
ian.cunliffe@harcourts.co.nz

Diana Murray
021 911 522
diana.murray@harcourts.co.nz 

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

POINT PERFECTION | 92D Ngataringa Rd

This wonderful mid-century style 
weatherboard home has a stunning cliff top 
location, enjoying one of the most tranquil 
settings on the North Shore.

Tender 22nd October
Please call for an appointment to view
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Finding it harder to park in downtown 
Devonport? It may not be your poor driving 
or old age.

Some of the car parks on Victoria Rd could 
be undersize.

Several years ago, car parks at the harbour 
end of the street were changed to angle parks. 
In August, Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board member Mike Cohen asked Auckland 
Transport (AT) to investigate what appeared 
to be a section of narrow parks. `

 AT has conceded Cohen may be right.
“It would appear that these spaces do look 

narrower than usual,” AT said in a report to 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

AT is reviewing parking in the Devonport 
town centre, at the ferry terminal and in sur-
rounding residential streets, with a report 
expected by the end of 2019.

The “smaller” car parks will form part of 

the review, and AT said it will readjust the 
line markings after the study is completed 
if the spaces are found to be less than 2.5m 
wide.

Cohen said the seemingly narrow car 
parks were only part of the problem. Many 
people now drove SUVs, which take up more 
space, and car parks should now be wider.

Board member Jan O’Connor said she had 
hoped the parking study would come out 
before the local-body elections this month, 
as it was sure to be a contentious issue.

She questioned what would be achieved 
by the parking study and thought it “was all 
about putting in (parking) meters like they 
did by North Shore Hospital.”

AT local-board relationship manager 
Marilyn Nicholls said “parking and riding” 
on the ferry was putting a lot of pressure on 
residents in Devonport streets near Marine 
Square, and this was a key issue addressed 
in the report.

After the parking study is finished, it will 
be made public.

09 445 9800

The old Devonport Borough Council 
Building at 3 Victoria Rd became 
vacant on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 452 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd:  
empty for 452 days

021 172 8454 
emmaaw@me.com
www.pilateswithemma.com

GROUP CLASSES, 
MANLATES, 1:1 SESSIONS 

Independent Financial Advice
Call me for a no obligations chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

Phone 09 489 8364

359 Lake Road
Hauraki Corner

OPENING HOURS:
Monday–Friday

7am–6pm

Saturday–Sunday
7am–5pm

Car parks may be too small
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Museum makes use of 
bowling club 

Devonport Museum has been given  per-
mission to use the workshop at the defunct 
Devonport Bowling Club to temporarily 
store surplus exhibits, the Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board decided last week.

Confused about who to vote for? 
Help is at hand in our Election Special, 
pages 48 to 55. 

Meanwhile, the deadline for posting 
your local-election voting papers is 
8 October. The last day to vote by 
dropping papers into a ballot box, such 
as at Devonport Library, is noon on  
12 October. 

Official results will be declared on  
17 October.

Flagstaff
to the rescue



OctOber 4, 2019 the DevOnpOrt FlagstaFF  page 3 

The composer of a Kiwi musical found 
the motivation to get it finished and on stage 
following news of a close Devonport friend’s 
premature death.

Chris Williams, a pianist, has a busy life 
running an advertising agency and being the 
father of four children. But news of Gordon 
(Gordie) Clarke’s illness eight years ago gal-
vanised him into seeing through his musical, 
State Highway 48. 

“I was close to finishing writing it. We were 
on a family holiday in New York in 2011, 
when Gordon’s sister-in-law called me to let 
me know they had discovered he had a brain 
tumour.”

Williams was right next to a Broadway 
Theatre when he heard the news, which helped 
prompt him to complete and stage his musical.

“I started saying to people, ‘If you are going 
to write a book or a play or cycle across the 
Southern Alps, there’s no time like now to get 
on and do it, because you don’t know what’s 
around the corner.’” 

Clarke, who had lived in Devonport since 
1996, died in October 2013, aged 51. A year 
later, State Highway 48 launched in Williams’ 
home town of Hamilton, where he dedicated 
the season to Clarke.

Williams’ friendship with Clarke, an 

Loss of a Devonport friend brings musical to life 

advertising creative director, was initially 
forged through working together, then ce-
mented through having children around the 
same ages.

After Williams bought an agency in Ham-
ilton in 1991, he says he saw more of Clarke, 
who continued to do work for him.

Williams recalls Clarke’s sense of humour 
and acute powers of observation, which he was 
channelling into writing screenplays and books 
in his own time. 

His illness and death meant he didn’t see 
those projects produced or published.

That inspired Williams, who had composed 

the music for his musical project, to go through 
the arduous process of writing the State High-
way 48 script, and finding a producer and 
director to help him stage it.

He wrote in bursts when inspiration struck, 
making sure notebooks and his laptop were 
nearby at all times.

The musical, a black comedy about a family 
going through change, during a recession – and 
with the black dog of depression played by an 
actor –toured the country two years ago and is 
now having its first run in Auckland.

• State Highway 48 plays at the Bruce Ma-
son Centre, Takapuna from 15 to 19 October.

A police traffic sting at a dangerous 
Devonport intersection nabbed 47 drivers 
going through a stop sign.

Police were  contacted by a staff member 
from Devonport Primary School over safety 
concerns about motorists failing to observe 
the stop sign at the intersection of Calliope 
and Victoria Rds.

The staff member had seen a large number 
of vehicles rolling through the stop sign 
instead of coming to a complete stop, which 

is extremely dangerous for children who use 
the crossing a short distance up the road from 
this corner, police said. 

Police patrolled the intersection on 23 
September for around an hour. Constable 
Glenda Peri says she stopped 47 vehicles 
who were observed to roll through the stop 
sign, not coming to a complete stop.

The drivers were spoken to about their 
driving behaviour, and advised about the 
risk posed to child safety by failing to stop 

at the intersection.
Constable Peri says the patrol was fo-

cused on prevention and changing danger-
ous driver behaviour rather than ticketing 
those at fault.

She says she returned to the same location 
for a short period two days later, when mo-
torists were observed coming to a complete 
stop at the intersection.

Anyone seen failing to stop at the intersec-
tion in the future risks being fined, she says.

Seizing the day... Chris Williams (above) pushed ahead and finished 
his musical after the death of his Devonport friend Gordie Clarke, 
whose own projects were left unpublished and unproduced

Dangerous Devonport drivers sprung
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WWW.TEAMGEORGEWOOD.ORG.NZ

1. Get Lake Road upgrade finished
2. Improve beach water quality
3. Improve coastal public access
4. Enhance our parks and reserves
5. Improve playgrounds and toilets
6. Push shopping centre upgrades
7. Improve the safety on our roads
8. Improved ferry & bus services
9. Upgraded skateboard parks
10. New BMX pump tracks

11. Upgrade our community centres
12. Deliver a dog friendly park
13. Kennedy Park improvements
14. Resolve 3 Victoria Rd, Devonport
15. New Bayswater ferry terminal
16. Esmonde Rd cycle/walking links
17. Upgrade Allen Hill Stadium
18. Achieve well designed urban build
19. Joint ventures for new facilities
20. Support Waterwise Programmes

Team George Wood has a strong focus to:

MOVING FORWARD POSITIVELY

VOTE TEAM  
GEORGE WOOD

TE

JENN  
McKENZIE

IAN  
REVELL

GEORGE 
WOOD

MIKE  
SHEEHY

GAVIN  
BUSCH

Authorised by G. Wood, 54 Grenada Street, Forrest Hill. 021 0822 0925
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From page 1

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

   Let’s meet for a  
no-obligation chat  
about how we could  
help your business.

A team from Belmont Park Racquets Club 
won the national D-grade squash champs in 
Whangarei last weekend in a nail-biting finish.

In a dramatic final against Mt Maunganui, 
with the scores locked two-all,  Jua’ Lin 
Ganess saved two championship points in the 
fourth game of the final match before taking 
out the fifth – and the title.

Earlier Belmont had fallen behind two-nil, 
before number one Ben Forde turned the tide, 
followed by a win by Jack Adams and then 
the victory by Ganess.

Three of the team were in Belmont’s 2018 
E-grade national winning team. The D-grade 
final this year was something of a repeat of 
the E-grade final, where Belmont also played 
Mt Maunganui. 

Manager Hayden Adams hopes the nucleus 
of the side will stay together for a crack at the 
C-grade championship in 2020.

The team was coached by Sam Sayes, with 
Tony Forde as physio. 

It was a strenuous few days for the team 
who played Manaia, Island Bay and Mt 
Manganui in pool play, before Kamo in the 
semi-finals and Mt Maunganui in the finals. 

Belmont win national squash championships in thriller  

make a big deal about it. It was the day before 
Christchurch [the massacre of 51 people] and 
it paled into insignificance compared to what 
happened there.”

The harrassment and online threats began 
for Hills last year. They included images of the 
Grim Reaper, sickles and hangman’s nooses. 

Another recent spate of threats on the Save the 
Takapuna Car Park website have been referred 
to police by Hills and Darby.

Now, over the last couple of weeks the pairs’ 
election billboards have been defaced by what 
appears to be the same person. Hills, who is gay, 
had “poofter” sprayed on one of his billboards. 
For Darby it was “Creep” and “Creepy”. 

A number plate of the vehicle used by the man 
believed to be the perpetrator has been identified 
and passed to police. 

Hills said he found all the incidents upsetting 
for him, friends and family. 

The three alleged offenders were all middle-
aged males.

While Facebook and online media make 
it easier for anonymous attacks, Hills is also 
concerned about the implications for democracy.

“People will be less inclined to stand (for 
council and the government).”

Darby said initially he downplayed the threats 
and had “a fairly thick skin.”  But when his 
daughter saw the offending material online, and 
became scared someone may come around to 
his home, Darby took the matter more seriously.

• A complaint has also been lodged with 
electoral officers over a 2040 Takapuna advert 
that ran in The Flagstaff’s sister publication The 
Rangitoto Observer last week, criticising Hills’ 
and Darby’s performance. Electoral officer 
Dale Ofsoske said it had been referred to police 
for investigation around incorrectly endorsing 
candidates.  • See The Flagstaff Notes,  page 22. 

Police called in as abuse escalates 

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Trading Places
We see many examples of people wanting to trade their property up, 
down or sideways, and to be able to purchase before they sell in case 
they can’t find anything suitable. This is a problem for those without 
significant income as main banks won’t provide open-ended bridging 
finance unless it can be serviced.
The only options are to make the purchase conditional on the sale of 
the existing property, which effectively cuts out auctions, unless you 
can be the best bidder to negotiate if passed in; or to borrow the 30% 
deposit from friends or family; or add to the overall security position 
from other friends or family security owners.
There are also non-bank asset lenders who will fund the new property 
to about 70% loan-to-value ratio (LVR)  and interest only, which helps 
servicing for the bridging period. 
So speak to us early on if you are looking to buy or sell a property, 
as we have access to several lenders with a variety of loan products 
available.
We are now seeing 3.49% from main banks for 2-year fixed  – all-time 
low and great value if you can get it!

Top in the country… (Left to Right) Sam Sayes (coach), Rob Nicholls,  
Ben Forde,  Vivan Naidu, Chris Laws, Jva’lin Ganess,  Hayden Adams 
(manager), Jack Adams (captain).

pic on monday 
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For students from Early Learning to Senior School. 
Kristin offers a: 
•	 Modern,	multicultural,	co-educational,	non-denominational	

environment	with	traditional	values	

•	 Focus	on	student	well-being	and	developing	future-ready	citizens

•	 Team	of	quality	teachers	and	support	staff	under	the	leadership	of	an	
inspiring	and	innovative	Executive	Principal

•	 Choice	between	national	NCEA	or	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	
Diploma	curriculum	options	for	senior	students

•	 Proud	record	of	high	academic	results	and	scholarships	being	
awarded	locally	and	internationally

•	 Vast	range	of	community	service	and	leadership	opportunities

•	 Wide	array	of	trips	and	exchanges	for	experiential	learning

•	 Choice	of	29	popular	and	niche	sporting	codes

•	 Park-like	campus	and	state-of-the-art	facilities

•	 Dedicated	bus	service	travelling	20	routes	across	Auckland

Visit discoverkristin.school.nz or call our  
Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Empowered, confident, 
humble. Ready.

“Our students will 
always be at the heart 
of everything we do.”  

MARK WILSON 
EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL

Generic w Mark Wilson [Devonport Flagsaff 170x240].indd   1 20/09/19   10:22 AM
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More For The Shore – It’s time for change
Danielle Grant and Dr. Grant Gillon 

want More For The Shore. 
We are both experienced local body 
representatives, having been Chairs and now 
Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. 
We understand that being a councillor is much 
more than just putting on a brave face, crossing 
your fingers and hoping for the best. It is about 
providing real leadership, asking the tough 
questions and making real decisions that improve 
the lives of the people and businesses in our 
community. We will use our experience, lengthy 
community service and business acumen to get 
more done for North Shore and Auckland Council 
needs to develop strong productive, collaborative 
partnerships with the community and Local Board.  
Grant Gillon and Danielle Grant will provide this 
strong interface with the Town Hall – Getting More 
For The Shore.

•  We want sporting groups funded to match the rest 
of Auckland

•  Community facilities upgraded and adequately 
funded and to match the rest of Auckland

•  Arts facilities supported and funded to match the 
community desire and rest of Auckland

•  The Unitary Plan has let us down in our 
neighbourhoods and our heritage and character 
areas are under siege. Review Officers’ discretion

•  We want vibrant town centres that support local 
employment, success and growth

•  Our Takapuna Sunday market needs support along 
with a vibrant design of the public open space at 
Anzac Square.

•  Reserves,open spaces and golf 
courses should be grown and not 
sold off

•  Pest-free programmes and volunteers 
supported and programmes expanded

•  Our precious  beaches, streams, 
Lake Pupuke and estuaries cleaned 
and invested in

•  Targeted rates need to be spent 
closer and more fairly to improve 
water quality, and pest control.

•  Lake Road funding confirmed and 
improvements underway and not 
delayed

•  Devonport ferrys services, moved 
to AT contracts and wharf facilities 
upgraded

•  Bayswater ferry wharf renewed and 
upgraded

•  There are too many dangerous 
footpaths in our town centres and 
pathways, we will advocate budget 
for repairs.

•  Reinstate lost funding for greenway 
connections

Issue 102 - September 2019  www.channelmag.co.nz64

Reduce congestion, improve 

           public transport

• Reduce Lake Road and Onewa Road
   tra�c congestion

• Fund the renewals of Northcote and 
   Bayswater Wharves (currently 10 year delay)

• Rein in Auckland Transport

• Fully integrate public transport
   routes, fairs and timetables

• Fund Takapuna Bus Station
   improvements (currently 10 year delay)

• Improve shared pedestrian/cycle
   paths, including Wairau Road

• Walking and cycling across the 
 Harbour Bridge connected to Seapath

• Safe cycle loop and shared paths

• Sort Devonport Ferry services contract

• More exciting policies on transport,
   community, finance and the 
   environment are available at

morefortheshore.org.nz
    facebook.com/morefortheshore

More For The Shore
Danielle Grant and Grant Gillon want More For The Shore. We are both experienced local body representatives,
having been Chairs and now Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. We understand that being a councillor
is much more than just putting on a brave face, crossing your fingers and hoping for the best. It is about providing real 
leadership, asking the tough questions and making decisions that improve the lives of the people and businesses 
in our community - getting More For The Shore.

Danielle Grant .. “I am an experienced local government representative with a proven track record of results in our 
community. As the only woman standing for Council and a successful business owner, I bring a unique and qualified 
perspective, ensuring that our community has genuine consultation and balanced decision making.”

Grant Gillon .. “I am a successful business owner, and lifelong resident of the North Shore. I have a reputation for bringing
people together to achieve results for our community. We need a return to accountability, transparency and genuine 
community consultation.” 

LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS 2019: 
DANIELLE GRANT AND GRANT GILLON

More For The Shore – It’s time for change
Danielle Grant and Grant Gillon want More For The Shore. We 
are both experienced local body representatives, having been 
Chairs and now Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. 
We understand that being a councillor is much more than just 
putting on a brave face, crossing your fingers and hoping for 
the best. It is about providing real leadership, asking the tough 
questions and making decisions that improve the lives of the 
people and businesses in our community - getting More For 
The Shore.

Danielle Grant: “I am an experienced local government 
representative with a proven track record of results in our 
community. As the only woman standing for Council and a 
successful business owner, I bring a unique and qualified 
perspective, ensuring that our community has genuine consultation 
and balanced decision making.”

Grant Gillon: “I am a successful business owner, and lifelong 
resident of the North Shore. I have a reputation for bringing people 
together to achieve results for our community. We need a return to 
accountability, transparency and genuine community consultation.”

Reduce congestion, improve public transport
• Reduce Lake Road and Onewa Road traffic congestion
• Fund the renewal of Bayswater Ferry Wharf and improve 

Northcote and Beach Haven Ferry services
• Rein in Auckland Transport 
• Fully integrate public transport routes, fares and timetables
• Fund Takapuna Bus Station improvements  

(currently 10 year delay)
• Improve shared pedestrian/cycle paths, including Wairau Road
• Walking and cycling across the Harbour Bridge connected to 

Seapath
• Safe cycle loop and shared paths
• Sort Devonport Ferry services contract 
• More exciting policies on transport, community, finance and the 

environment are available at the links below. 

morefortheshore.org.nz    facebook.com/morefortheshore 

Grant Gillon and Danielle Grant.

We are both experienced local body 
representatives, having been Chairs 
and now Deputy Chairs of our 
respective local boards.
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More For The Shore
Danielle Grant and Grant Gillon want More For The Shore. We are both experienced local body representatives,
having been Chairs and now Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. We understand that being a councillor
is much more than just putting on a brave face, crossing your fingers and hoping for the best. It is about providing real 
leadership, asking the tough questions and making decisions that improve the lives of the people and businesses 
in our community - getting More For The Shore.

Danielle Grant .. “I am an experienced local government representative with a proven track record of results in our 
community. As the only woman standing for Council and a successful business owner, I bring a unique and qualified 
perspective, ensuring that our community has genuine consultation and balanced decision making.”

Grant Gillon .. “I am a successful business owner, and lifelong resident of the North Shore. I have a reputation for bringing
people together to achieve results for our community. We need a return to accountability, transparency and genuine 
community consultation.” 

LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS 2019: 
DANIELLE GRANT AND GRANT GILLON

More For The Shore – It’s time for change
Danielle Grant and Grant Gillon want More For The Shore. We 
are both experienced local body representatives, having been 
Chairs and now Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. 
We understand that being a councillor is much more than just 
putting on a brave face, crossing your fingers and hoping for 
the best. It is about providing real leadership, asking the tough 
questions and making decisions that improve the lives of the 
people and businesses in our community - getting More For 
The Shore.

Danielle Grant: “I am an experienced local government 
representative with a proven track record of results in our 
community. As the only woman standing for Council and a 
successful business owner, I bring a unique and qualified 
perspective, ensuring that our community has genuine consultation 
and balanced decision making.”

Grant Gillon: “I am a successful business owner, and lifelong 
resident of the North Shore. I have a reputation for bringing people 
together to achieve results for our community. We need a return to 
accountability, transparency and genuine community consultation.”

Reduce congestion, improve public transport
• Reduce Lake Road and Onewa Road traffic congestion
• Fund the renewal of Bayswater Ferry Wharf and improve 

Northcote and Beach Haven Ferry services
• Rein in Auckland Transport 
• Fully integrate public transport routes, fares and timetables
• Fund Takapuna Bus Station improvements  

(currently 10 year delay)
• Improve shared pedestrian/cycle paths, including Wairau Road
• Walking and cycling across the Harbour Bridge connected to 

Seapath
• Safe cycle loop and shared paths
• Sort Devonport Ferry services contract 
• More exciting policies on transport, community, finance and the 

environment are available at the links below. 

morefortheshore.org.nz    facebook.com/morefortheshore 

Grant Gillon and Danielle Grant.

We are both experienced local body 
representatives, having been Chairs 
and now Deputy Chairs of our 
respective local boards.

Please refer morefortheshore.org.nz for further policy and information. 
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Fun is the focus this Saturday 5 October 
at Fun Palace, on at the Navy Museum and 
Devonport Library. Local groups and individu-
als will generously give up their time to share 
lots of fun, free activities for all ages. 

Fun Palaces promotes community at the 
heart of culture and culture at the heart of com-
munity, with an annual weekend of action cre-
ated by, for and with local people. Co-founded 
by New Zealand author Stella Duffy in the UK 
in 2014. This year over 360 Fun Palaces will 
take place in museums, libraries, galleries and 
other organisations in the UK, Australia, Ger-
many, Norway and New Zealand. 

Fun Palace at the Navy Museum and 
Devonport Library runs from 10am – 3pm this 
Saturday and is also part of the Auckland Her-
itage Festival. 

At the Navy Museum celebrated local ar-
chaeologist, Dave Veart is guaranteed to fas-
cinate with a short history ramble along the 

Torpedo Bay foreshore. Museum Operations 
Manager Peter Wilson will help budding art-
ists sketch the Navy Museum’s teddy bear, 
Torpedo Ted. Te Taua Moana Marae coordina-
tor Chief Petty Officer Ngahiwi Walker will 
share his knowledge of traditional Māori musi-
cal instruments. 

Enjoy performances from Devonport 
School of dance and Navy Pipes and Drums 
Band. Have a go at Swing Dancing with Swing 
Out Central. Make an authentic looking Harry 
Potter wand with Molly, test your agility, learn 
some nautical knotting and have a go at heav-
ing the line with sailors from the Navy Sea-
manship School. Whilst you’re at the Museum 
have a go at playing the guitar, ukulele and 
learn how to knit, crochet and so much more.

At the Devonport Library try your hand at 
embroidery, make a small wooden boat, enjoy 
traditional Japanese stories and learn about 
photography from local photographer Kathryn 

Nobbs. Wander between the library and Navy 
Museum and you’ll find some giant games on 
Windsor Reserve hosted by members of the 
Devonport Peninsula Trust’s Youth Forum. 
These are just some of the free activities on of-
fer this weekend at Fun Palace. 

“Fun Palace is a great opportunity for people 
to spend quality time together with their fam-
ily, get to know other people in their commu-
nity and have a go at things they may never 
have tried before,” says Jane Cotty Communi-
cations Manager – Navy Museum. 

A range of activities will run throughout the 
day, some for just half an hour, whilst others 
will be available all day. The timetable of ac-
tivities for the day can be downloaded from the 
Museum’s website: www.navymuseum.co.nz 
or copies are available from the friendly Front 
of House team at the Museum. Each activity 
has a recommended age and children must be 
supervised by an adult at all times.

Fun Palace this Saturday

Sounding off... Left: Putatara (shell trumpet) and right: Navy Pipes and Drums Band

Fun Palace 
@The Navy Museum
& Devonport Library 

Saturday 5 October
10am-3pm

 Lots of fun free activities 
 for the whole family

 
       64 King Edward Parade, Devonport

    www.navymuseum.co.nz

Fun Palace 
@The Navy Museum
& Devonport Library 

Saturday 5 October
10am-3pm

 Lots of fun free activities 
 for the whole family

 
    www.navymuseum.co.nz
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SUPPORT THE VIC
FOR THE GOOD OF 
OUR COMMUNITY

We’re On Our Way! 
The major fund-raising drive to up-

grade the foyer at The Vic has begun!

The restoration of the ground floor 
will cost $730,000 and at least 

$200,000 of that needs
to come from our community.

Help Us Help The Vic!
Back our campaign to restore our 
precious community theatre and  

ensure it continues to be the  
entertainment hub of Devonport  

for another 100 years.

You can see design plans and  
make a donation on our website: 

thevic.org.nz
Givealittle – Support The Vic

All donations are tax deductible.

Become a Friend of the Vic.  
This will give you advance notice  

of events and early booking  
opportunities and we’ll keep you up to 
date with our fund-raising progress.

To join just email
 mmcrae@xtra.co.nz

Follow us on Facebook:
The Victoria Theatre Trust

Check out the restored matai  
stage floor next time you are in  

the main cinema!

A young yachtie who’s making a mark 
overseas says it hasn’t all been plain sailing, 
but strategic thinking has helped him get ahead.

Earlier this year, 23-year-old Sam Barnett and 
his team, Knots Racing, all aged under 24, com-
peted in the Congressional Cup at Long Beach, 
California, the most prestigious match-racing 
event outside the America’s Cup.

“We finished fifth, which was much above 
expectation for our team. The top four teams 
were much older, more experienced and profes-
sional sailors,” Barnett says.

Buoyed by this success, the team decided to 
compete in Europe and America over the sum-
mer, and went on to win three match-racing re-
gattas: Match Race Germany; OM International 
Ledro Match Race in Italy and the Governors 
Cup at Newport Beach, California..

Now Barnett is back at his family home in 
Devonport, having exhausted his funds. In 
Europe, he paid his way by delivering yachts 
on trucks and coaching the Swedish women’s 
match-racing team.

Growing up in Devonport fostered his sailing 
career, even just seeing yachts from Mt Victoria 
and North Head, Barnett says.

At Devonport Primary, quite a few of the 
parents worked in the sailing industry or were 
sailors, he says.

These experiences planted a seed for Barnett. 
At 13, he did Waterwise and loved it, especially 
because he saw the potential for racing.

He asked his parents whether he could join 
Wakatere Boating Club. They agreed and bought 
an Optimist. 

“[Former top 470-class sailor] Terry Nicholas 
and his son joined about the same time and he 
took me under his wing and helped me as a 
coach.”

The fact his family were not already sailors, 
meant Barnett started at a disadvantage. But his 
mother got very involved in the club, learned  

quickly, and found who to talk to for more 
technical advice, Sam says. 

“I struggled a lot to start with, coordinating 
all the different elements of sailing, but I was 
so competitive that I found ways to work it out. 

“From capsizing all the time over the first 
winter in 2009, it didn’t take long before I was 
winning races and contending for New Zealand 
team selection in early 2011.”

At the age of 14, Barnett competed in the 
Optimist world championships in Singapore and 
he’s sailed five days a week ever since.

By then, Barnett’s two younger brothers 
were getting involved and proved to be talented 
sailors. Jonathan, who is studying in Wellington, 
came third in the junior division of the OK 
Dinghy world championships held at Wakatere 
earlier this year. And James, who is at Takapuna 
Grammar School, sailed in the Youth Sailing 
World Championships in 2017.

Wakatere Boating Club set them up well, 
Barnett says. “There is a strong culture at Waka-
tere that goes beyond any individuals who are 
involved, and it carries on because there’s a real 
depth of experience among volunteers.” 

The Barnetts moved to Tauranga for several 
years and it was there Barnett met his sailing 
partner Zak Merton.

The pair both moved to Auckland for uni-
versity and were supported by Yachting New 
Zealand into the 470-class.

Barnett mounted an Olympic campaign in 
2014, but wasn’t getting the results he needed. 
He and Merton were outgrowing the 470-class.

“This required one of the most challenging 
considerations of my life, but eventually I made 
a new plan to get involved in the Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron and try and evolve 
my skills into match-racing and professional 
sailing.”

Barnett has never looked back. “It has been 
a great journey,” he says.

Catching up With
 Devonport yachtie’s ‘new plan’ pays off

Young guns... (From left) Sam Barnett, Zak Merton and Nick Egnot-
Johnson match-racing in Italy  Photo: Live Sail Die
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North Shore Hall of Legends opens
Nev Meek’s faithful recording of 

North Shore Rugby statistics over 60 
years was honoured with the opening 
of the club’s Hall of Legends room 
last Saturday.

The room includes pictures and testi-
mony of prominent North Shore Rugby 
Club families, outstanding individuals 
and legendary players. 

And there are copies of Nev Meek’s 
notebooks meticulously filled out from 
60 years on the sidelines at North Shore 
premiers matches.

Such is Meek’s contribution and 
club knowledge, a plaque noting his 
top-playing XV over the past 60 years 
sits pride of place in the new hall.

North Shore club president Brad 
Johnstone said when he started playing 
senior football for the club in 1969, 
Meek was the team baggage man, 
assistant manager and statistician.

And Meek had continued his service 
ever since.

“He has made an outstanding con-
tribution to our club,” Johnstone said. 

The room had been a meeting room 
and then a storage area, said Johnstone. 
The Hall of Legends now looks out 
over the grounds where so much of the 
history was made 

Meek said he was delighted with the new 
addition to the club. 

Two North Shore legends… Nev Meek (left) and Brad Johnstone at the 
opening of the club’s Hall of Legends room

And while there is a  Nev’s Nook seat in the 
new legends hall, it is doubtful it will get much 
use from Meek himself. 

Although he gets around with the help of a 

walking stick these days, he prefers the sideline 
- getting as close to the history as he can. 

• Full junior and senior prizegiving results 
next issue. 

McHughs Of Cheltenham - perfect for any occasion
of CHELTENHAM

Sunday
Dinner
Roast

Mustard & Rosemary
Crusted Sirloin of beef,

Roast Pork Belly,
Lemon Thyme Roasted Chicken,

Steamed Puddings.

5.30 to 8.30 Bookings Essential Phone: 4450305

The ANZ bank will close its Devonport 
branch on 25 October, ending a presence in the 
town dating back to 1951.

The “consolidation” of the branch into ANZ 
Takapuna will reduce the number of banks in 
Devonport to two, following the departure of 
BNZ last year.

The closure of the ANZ branch – on a prime 
site in Victoria Rd – will come as a shock to 
many locals. When the BNZ shut up shop last 
April, ANZ said it had no plans to close its 
Devonport branch.

The closure is due to declining usage and 
in-branch transactions.

 ANZ Devonport has seen transactions drop 

almost 35 per cent over the past year. Monthly 
transactions are 73 per cent lower than the aver-
age ANZ branch, an ANZ spokesperson said.

 The declining number of in-branch transac-
tions is in line with national and global trends. 
Today, the average ANZ customer uses mobile 
banking once or twice a day, and visits a branch 
only one or two times a year.

 “Only one per cent of transactions that 
involve the movement of funds (deposits, with-
drawals, transfers and automatic payments) are 
now made in branches, compared to 43 per cent 
in 2012,” the spokesperson said. 

Fifty per cent of all Devonport customers 
already use other ANZ branches, including the 

closest branch in Takapuna.
ANZ will keep its ATM in Devonport for 

customer withdrawals and deposits.
 All ANZ Devonport staff have been offered 

roles in other branches, so there will be no 
redundancies.

“Our branch staff will tell our Devonport cus-
tomers about the consolidation over the coming 
weeks,” the spokesperson said.

When the ANZ closes, Westpac and ASB 
will be the only banks to retain branches in 
Devonport.

ASB Bank said it no plans to close its branch 
but banking operations were always under 
review. 

ANZ leaving Devonport after 70 years 

One of the legends of North Shore Rugby Club has 
died.

Nev Meek faithfully recorded  club statistics for more 
than 60 years. 

 Meek was honoured with the opening of the club’s 
Hall of Legends room in 2016.

The room features pictures and stories of prominent 
club families, outstanding individuals and legendary 
players.

And it has copies of Meek’s notebooks, meticulously 
filled out on the sidelines at North Shore Premiers 
matches.

Such was Meek’s contribution and club knowledge, 
a plaque noting his top XV of the past 60 years has 
pride of place.

A ‘Nev’s Nook’ seat was also provided in the new 
hall.

North Shore club president and former All Black Brad 
Johnstone said at the time that when he started playing 
senior football for the club in 1969, Meek was the team 
baggage man, assistant manager and statistician, and that 
he had continued his service ever since.

“He has made an outstanding contribution to our 
club,” Johnstone said at the opening.

Rugby stats man did the numbers for 60 years

Outstanding contribution and knowledge... Nev Meek (left) with 
North Shore Rugby Club president Brad Johnstone in 2016

12-13 OCT
BRUCE MASON THEATRE

AUCKLANDLIVE.CO.NZ

12-13 OCT
BRUCE MASON THEATRE

AUCKLANDLIVE.CO.NZ
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LIVE MUSIC
Every Friday

 4th Blackbird from 9pm

 11th Dean Te Paa from 9pm

 18th Nocturnal Collective from 9pm

 25th The Renegades from 9pm

REMEMBER
Weekly Specials

 MON Pie and Pint Day $20

 TUES Quiz Night  7.30pm 

 WED 2 for 1 Main Meal Night

  FRI Our famous Happy 
Hour from 4-7pm

  Kids eat FREE from the 
kids menu every weekend 
and throughout the  
school holidays

RUGBY
World Cup LIVE

All games will be shown LIVE  
at The Patriot

PATRIOT PICKS – MUST WATCH
Saturday 5th October 

England vs. Argentina 9.00pm

 Sunday 6th October 
NZ vs. Namibia 5.45pm

 Saturday 12th October 
NZ vs. Italy 5.45pm 
England vs. France 9.15pm

 Saturday 19th October 
Quarter Final 1 8.15pm 
Quarter Final 2 11.15pm

 Sunday 20th October 
Quarter Final 3 8.15pm 
Quarter Final 4 11.15pm

 Saturday 26th October 
Semi-final 1 9.00pm

 Sunday 27th October 
Semi-final 2 10.00pm

WHAT’S ON
IN OCTOBER

14 Victoria Road Devonport 
Ph 445 3010 

www.thepatriot.co.nz

After an outcry from Devonport heritage 
advocates, a 1930s bus shelter has been 
restored, with its original tile roof retained.

The wooden bus shelter in Narrow Neck, 
near Fort Cautley on Vauxhall Rd, had 
become weather-damaged after almost 90 
years in the elements.

Auckland Transport (AT) blamed the 
weight of its terracotta-tiled roof for put-
ting pressure on framing, and proposed 
replacing rotten timber and installing a 
lighter tin roof.

AT said the repairs, with “like-for-like” 
wooden boards and framing, plus the repli-
ca tin roof, would cost $23,000 to $27,000.

Now, AT says it found an alternative 
contractor to do the work for less than 
$9000, strengthening the structure, replac-
ing a downpipe and painting in matching 
colours, while also retaining the tile roof. 

Devonport Heritage spokeswoman Trish 
Deans confirmed AT had to consult council 
heritage officers over any repairs, and that 
restoration had been required, with the tin 
roof not fitting the bill.

Deans is very happy with the work, say-
ing it’s a true restoration and that the tiles 
appear to be original, from the 1930s, most 
likely imported from Marseille, as was 
common in Devonport at the time.

Shelter’s vintage roof saved

Tile-ish new look... This Vauxhall Rd bus shelter has been restored in 
keeping with its original build

Measles vaccination rates are relatively 
high in Devonport, although there have been 
at least two measles cases in early childhood 
centres here.

No further cases were logged in the two 
centres, where unvaccinated children were 
asked to stay in quarantine, according to 
Auckland Regional Public Health Service.

In 2018, local suburbs had vaccination 
rates averaging around 90 per cent by the 
age of 5 years, compared with the current 

national average for 5-year-olds of just over 
77 per cent, Ministry of Health figures show.

The national immunisation rate has fall-
en, from 81 per cent in 2016.

The area in and around central Devonport 
had the lowest vaccination rate, at 88 per 
cent, and Narrow Neck had the highest, at 
94 per cent. 

 In the middle were Stanley Bay (89 per 
cent), Bayswater and Hauraki (both 92 
per cent). 

High measles vaccination rates
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Devonport 77A Stanley Point Road

4 2 1 2

Asking Price $2,595,000

ViewSat/Sun 1-1.45pm

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

A home for all reasons

Priced at $2,595,000 (well below its CV of $2,700,000) this spacious and sun-drenched family

home with views of the sea and setting sun is seriously for sale. Originally built in the 1950’s but

more recently extended and fully renovated under the direction of architect Bruce MacFarlane, this

immaculate weatherboard and concrete home with easy-to-care-for subtropical landscaped

gardens, is the ideal set-up for effortless family living. Whether you have younger children, older

children, or no children living full-time at home this modern versatile home has a layout that works

for every age and stage of life. For more on this immaculate home, view VIDEO on line.

bayleys.co.nz/1470270

bayleys.co.nz
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 4/66 Victoria Road

2 2 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 24 Oct 2019

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Lynda Betts 021 278 3024

lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Quality easy living with amazing views

This apartment style unit, with no body corp, has been completely rebuilt to an immaculate

standard and is ready for you to move into and love. Stroll to the shops, cafes, theatre, restaurants,

supermarket, library, park, beach, school and ferry to the city. The open plan living, dining and

designer kitchen enjoys wide, sensational, everchanging views over the village, harbour and city

from the new windows. Both the double bedrooms flow outdoors to a private, sunny deck. Up a fold

away ladder is a spacious attic currently used as an office and there is heaps of storage. Safe-secure

home or perfect lock up and leave. No body corp. Vendors are moving out of Auckland. Move in and

enjoy the easy lifestyle.

bayleys.co.nz/1470272

bayleys.co.nz
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The show goes on: Takapuna Grammar School

EARLY LEARNING - SENIOR SCHOOL

Ruffles... Lucca Sharplin in a dress 
by Isobel Davis-Gray

Hitting her stride... Emily Clark (right) in the final parade
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Yes to the dress... Isabella Pezza modelling her own design

Top this... Sylvie Porter and 
Rosie McGregor in clothes 
from the Hospice Shop
 Takapuna Grammar School (TGS) mod-
els and designers wowed their audience at 
the Bruce Mason Centre last Wednesday 
with their colourful creations.

The Show Must Go On was the school’s 
15th annual fashion show. This year, TGS 
was joined by students from St Kentigern 
College. The event raised funds for Youth-
line. Photos: Keeley Watson

 fashion parade wows the crowd in its 15th year
TGS Fashion Show
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Uplifting… Danny Bublitz and Carina Oliver put the function in the suits-and-frocks category

TGS Fashion Show

NEW LISTING

Devonport 6a Handley Avenue

4 2 2 1

Auction 1.30pm, Thu 24 Oct 2019

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.45pm

Lynda Betts 021 278 3024

lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Seaward side modern family home

It’s a short walk to Narrow Neck Beach from this delightful contemporary family home which the

current owners built 30 years ago. Renovated and partially re-clad with weatherboard 10 years ago

this home is presented in excellent condition. An open plan dining, designer kitchen, lounge flows to

a sunny deck ideal for outdoor living and entertaining. Convenient internal access big double

garage, extra parking and storage. Fully fenced with established trees this easily maintained

freehold section is in a quiet street within easy walking distance of beach, excellent schools,

Devonport village, ferry to the city. Our vendors are moving out of Auckland so be one of the first to

see this. You will spend your summers relaxing at the beach and your family will love you for it.

bayleys.co.nz/1470273
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Two-tone…Grace Hancock models Yutong Guo’s garment
 

Never look back…Lucy Spiers and Ethan Gwyn strike a pose

TGS Fashion Show
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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Change Brings  
Opportunity!

And the change in our office brings a great opportunity for our clients. Harcourts 
Devonport is very proud to advise that one of the area’s top performing agents, 

Ian Cunliffe, will be working with our very own Diana Murray to create a new 
top real estate team. If you want to work with a team who has experience, local 

knowledge, proven success and a commitment to our local community then take 
the opportunity to talk to Ian and Diana today.

Diana Murray
M: 021 911 522

E: diana.murray@harcourts.co.nz

Ian Cunliffe
M: 027 227 9322

E: ian.cunliffe@harcourts.co.nz

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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By Rob Drent

RUTH
JACKSON

JAN 
O’CONNOR

IAIN
REA

TRISH
DEANS

 FOR DEVONPORT-TAKAPUNA
LOCAL BOARD

WE’RE THE TEAM THAT LISTENS
heartoftheshore.co.nz

Authorised by Trish Deans, 50 Mozeley Ave, Devonport 0624, M 021 0862 6675

VOTE from 20 Sept to 12 Oct

Several decades ago, a regular talkback 
caller used to make death threats to parlia-
mentarians along the lines of: “I’m going to 
head to the Beehive and blow up the whole 
lot of them.” When he started to name names 
he was generally cut off. 

Online “death threats” to local-body politi-
cians Richard Hills and Chris Darby were 
raised by both at the recent candidates meeting 
in Devonport. The incumbent North Shore 
ward Auckland councillors are clearly upset 
by the postings. 

But are the threats real, or just a nasty and 
unnecessary part of today’s social-media 
landscape?

I’ve had a look at the offending posts and 
they are full of images of the Grim Reaper, 
sickles and gallows. Juvenile and distasteful, 
but more reminiscent of a student-newspaper-
style attack than a serious prospect of harm?

Like many, I tend to want to ignore this 
type of thing – largely from right-wingers, 
keyboard warriors hiding behind the anonym-
ity of Facebook.

But post the Christchurch massacre, we 

probably overlook this section of society 
at our peril. And after talking to Darby and 
Hills this week, I have to agree with their 
approach of confronting it head-on by calling 
in the police. 

The septic edge to the social-media attacks 
is surprising on the North Shore – an area with 
an easy-going beachside reputation. 

However, cast your mind back to the public 
Maunga Authority meeting last year when 
thinly veiled racist remarks were made.

Every area has an underbelly and so it 
seems do we. 

 
Further to the Facebook debate, I find the 

government’s stance strange. Internationally, 
Prime Minister Jacinda Arden is leading the 
charge to make Facebook more accountable 
for hosting objectionable content. But locally, 
she is defending government spending on so-
cial media as it is the way people are engaging 
these days. Isn’t it a bit like decrying a country 
for its nuclear weapons stance but continuing 
to buy small weapons off them anyway?

Facebook and Google are crippling many 
local businesses by sucking out millions of 
dollars of sales, with profits going overseas. 
The government’s response has been to work 
out a regime to tax the multi-nationals more. 

A greater impact would be made if the gov-
ernment spent its marketing dollars through 
more traditional channels.

At the Flagstaff, we feel it at a local level. 

Auckland Council and its council-controlled 
organisations have all but abandoned 
advertising anything in local media. From 
rubbish-collection changes to consultation 
over playgrounds or other planning changes,  
it’s all online these days. I was watching a 
YouTube video and an Auckland Transport 
(AT) bike-awareness advert popped up. 

At the last Devonport-Takapuna Local  
Board meeting, member Jan O’Connor called 
for council consultations to be notified in the 
Devonport Flagstaff and Rangitoto Observer. 
A council officer said they were directed by 
its communications department. 

Isn’t this slightly big-brotheresque, with the 
governing authority deciding how and who 
will be targeted to get basic public informa-
tion? If consultations are published in the 
mainstream local media, residents have no 
excuse for not knowing about them.

A self-described elderly reader called 
regarding our story on Age Concern’s meet-
ings with AT, and the difficulties older people 
were having connecting with the AT Local 
service, which needs an app downloaded onto 
a smart phone. 

On the contrary, the reader said. She had 
never owned a smartphone, but purchased one 
to be able to use AT Local, which she found 
brilliant for someone with disabilities. She 
hoped the service would continue beyond its 
trial. To its credit, AT has been advertising in 
the Flagstaff on how to get the app.
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FIVE SHOWS 
ONLY

NOW!
BOOK
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A friend and I used to train on 
mountain bikes on North Head most 
mornings. It was enjoyable, safe and 
local. It would be gratifying to know 
the next generation could enjoy the 
same convenient healthy asset. The 
spirits of long-dead ancestors might 
even approve. 

I  dear ly  hope some f ru i t fu l 
compromise can be reached with the 
Maunga Authority. Designated bike 
tracks avoiding special areas could be 
a solution. 

Young people today need every 
encouragement for healthy, outdoor 
activities.

   Alec Hill

Can Ngati Whatua o Orakei, or their consult-
ants, advise me and other locals how Jutland, 
Northboro, Eversleigh and other roads will cope 
with an additional 1500 vehicle movements in 
the morning and the same in the afternoon? 
This is based on about 500 new townhouses at 
Hillary Cres and environs, with a conservative 
three vehicles per household. 

Already, more and more vehicles are using 
these roads to avoid Lake Rd.  Cars are already 
banking up waiting to get through. You can’t 
tell me that yellow lines on both sides of these 
roads and new traffic lights will make any dif-
ference. The reality is these roads were never 
designed for this traffic density and in reality 
are imposible to fix. 

On top of this, many one-house sites in this 
area are being replaced with multi-unit develop-
ments. How will fire engines and ambulances 
get through in an emergency? The short answer 
is they won’t be able to.

Is this another case of Ngati Whatua o Orakei 
making a healthy profit and leaving Auckland 
Council and locals to put up with the resulting 
traffic mess? 

How was this density of development ap-
proved by Auckland Council in the first place, 
without this being sorted out? Has the wool been 
pulled over our eyes yet again?

An alternative, to reduce this townhouse and 
subsequent traffic density is to widen the exist-
ing 20-metre wide coastal, esplanade reserve/
marginal strip to about 400 metres wide, to form 
the Belmont Regional Park for all Aucklanders 
to enjoy.
Bruce Tubb

Seek a 
compromise for 

maunga use

Vehicle movements set to surge

While a small-scale playground for young 
children is nice to have in Windsor Reserve, 
it’s a pity that decision-makers are going 
ahead with large-scale playground structures 
in a peaceful village green where, for now, 
birds singing and waves lapping can be heard.  

This will attract a lot of extra traffic from 
out of the area. Even worse, they have waited 
until the beginning of summer when every-
one is using the park to start this large-scale 
disruptive and noisy work!  

Let’s see how much environmentally 
unfriendly concrete goes into the ground.  
As well, they have now decided to pay the 
contractor to “carefully dismantle” the old 
corroded playground equipment. It would 
probably be cheaper to buy brand-new equip-
ment to donate to Vanuatu.
J Leighton

New playground 
work poorly timed

What power has AT Local! It has carried me 
kicking and screaming into the digital age. But 
what a prize at the end. 

I have lived in Devonport for 11 years. For the 
first time, I can now operate independently.  This 
despite my 81 years and numerous disabilities. 
The AT Local service is brilliant.

Ignore those who don’t use the system, 
haven’t used it and publicise any perceived inad-
equacies. Those using AT Local (neighbours and 
residents of my street) surveyed at the weekend 
give it an enthusiastic 100 per cent endorsement.

You don’t have a cellphone? You think they 
are too expensive? You don’t feel up to handing 
the new technology? 

My Vodafone Smart C9 phone (cost $29 at 

the Warehouse. 
Help came from neighbours, AT Local, Voda-

fone customer services and an appointment with 
a librarian at Devonport Library. (Librarians will 
help on Thursdays, by appointment.) Further 
help through a session on how to set up your 
phone and a buddy support network is likely to 
become available.

Please support this service. It’s here now. 
Let’s not look a gift horse in the mouth. This 
is a wonderful community asset, with the com-
munity behind it. We will keep it.

From considering Devonport the worst place 
I have lived in, for access to transport facilities, 
it is now the best. 

 Heather Young

AT Local is brilliant – we need to keep it
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Bodyline – Guy Body on Devonport 

On Saturday 21 September, I left my bag 
on the bench in Kerr St. Ten minutes later, on 
realising I no longer had it, I dashed back, only 
to find it had gone!

It had all my cards, my glasses, and my 
gloves inside, but it was my car and house keys 
I was most worried about.

It took me around 20 minutes to reach our 
home, and on the step with our cat was the bag!

This is what makes our village very special. I 
have run my preschool for almost four decades 
now and realise that, should I ever become 
a lost, wandering old lady, chances are that I 
too, will be returned home just as speedily as 
my bag!

Heartfelt thanks to the person responsible. I 
would love to thank you in person. Please get in 
touch by emailing me at sib.devonport@gmail.
com. Val Morrison

Seeking 
Samaritan

A hearty thanks to the ANZ Bank for making 
life harder in Devonport. Today, I received a 
letter telling me the bank’s Devonport branch 
is closing on Friday 25 October.  

A nice birthday present for me too, as I click 
over 80 years this month. 

With its typical spin, the bank says those 
who don’t do online banking can skip off to 
the nearest branch, Takapuna.

I do have a PC and am able to do much of 
my banking online, but I also liked to go into 
the Devonport branch to pick up some cash 
(i.e. couple of $5 notes).

On my regular visits there, I noticed that 
most of the people waiting for service were 
elderly. These are the ones who will now have 
to get a bus, or drive up to Takapuna, find a 
park, pay the parking fee, dodge the rain – or 
maybe, change their banking to Kiwibank.  
Max Dennison

Bank spin downplays 
hassle facing  

elderly customers  

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BYPROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

Serving You First

FUN PALACE AT DEVONPORT
Saturday 5 October, 10:00am–3:00pm 

Navy Museum, 64 King Edward Pde, Devonport 
Weaving our past into the future. The museum 

and library explore the cultural diversity and 
history of our community through a range of free 

activities, suitable for all ages.  
For more information visit www.navymuseum.

co.nz or www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz or contact 
Jeanne at jeanne.clifton@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

or Jane at info@navymuseum.co.nz. 

WELCOME THE GODWITS  
AND OTHER BIRDS

Saturday 19 October, 2:00pm–4:00pm 
End of Sandy Bay Road, Bayswater, overlooking 

Shoal Bay – COST: FREE
Celebrating the arrival of the godwits and other 
migratory birds. Fun for all ages, with children’s 

activities and BBQ. No dogs please. Children must 
be supervised by a responsible adult. Hosted by 

Bayswater Community Committee Inc. Supported by 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, BEAC,  
Restoring Takuranga Hauraki and others.  

For more information, contact Gay at  
bayswater@xtra.co.nz or ph: 021 174 7066. 

BAYSWATER HALLOWEEN TRAIL
Friday 25 October, 5:00pm–7:00pm 

Bayswater Park, Bayswater – COST: FREE 
Mount your bike, put on your ghost shoes and 

explore our green route! Register between  
5:00pm and 6:00pm at Bayswater Park by the 

playground – to avoid the queues, bring along your 
already completed registration form.  

For registration forms and more info, visit  
www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz. 

Organised by Devonport Peninsula Trust.  
Special thanks to Devonport-Takapuna  

Local Board for their support.

WINTER FUN PRESCHOOL PLAY
Tuesdays (incl school holidays), 9:30am–11:00am 

The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont 
Toddler time to play with big toys, be active and 
make new friends. Sessions are casual/free entry, 

caregiver supervision required. For more info,  
visit www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 

a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  

us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz
With special thanks to the  

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  
funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

Ask for a free, no-obligation  
consultation at your home.

Yes! 
We do retro-fitted

double glazing.

restore, repair  
and rebuild  
rather than  
replace!
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Short film one more great yarn in a jam-packed career
Devonport-raised Irene Chapple followed her journalism career to CNN in London. She returned home as a 
single mother, and has since launched herself into filmmaking. She talks to Helen Vause.

The one-night, short-film event at the Vic-
toria Theatre later this month will be another 
high point in what’s been a very good year 
for Devonport storyteller, journalist, televi-
sion producer and filmmaker Irene Chapple. 

Her award-winning work To Laugh, To 
Live is top billing in the line-up of five short 
films on the programme of To Laugh, To 
Live & Other Great Shorts, on October 17.

But it’s also part of a story that just gets 
better and better, both for Chapple and her 
film subject David Downs. 

The 12-minute film follows the incred-
ible tale of Devonport identity Downs, who 
is now in total remission from a terminal 
cancer diagnosis after managing to gain 
a place on a US trial of ground-breaking 
cancer treatment. 

Downs was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma in January 2017, and after the 
many rounds of chemotherapy that followed 
that year, was told to prepare for  the end 
of his journey. He’d run out of options for 
treatment in this country. 

But within a year, and after many costly 
trips to Boston for treatment on the clinical 
trial for CAR T-cell therapy, Downs got 
what he calls the “fairy tale” ending. The 
well-known comedian was a very happy 
man, and Chapple, who’d been capturing 
his story on camera, was soon to have even 
more reasons to be very happy, too. 

To Laugh, To Live won the June round of 
the New York Film Awards for best short 
documentary. It has had mentions in other 
international awards, and when the Flagstaff 
caught up with Chapple at home she’d just 
heard that it has now been nominated for 
best short film of the year in the New York 
awards..  To the fledgling filmmaker this 
has all been  “pretty thrilling news, when 
the competition are far more experienced  
people and they’re already successful film-
makers”.

Making this short film represents a change 
of direction that’s turned out very well for 
Chapple, in a fast-evolving career through 
print, television and public relations at 
home and in London. And the story of 
how the film came to be made (with a few 
twists and turns) has not a little to do with 
her own personal journey, and the arrival 
of her daughter Evie. 

When Evie was born in 2014, Chapple 
was nearly five years into her “dream job”, 
based in London with CNN Television. She 
headed CNN’s digital business team, driving 
high-impact coverage of the big news of the 
day, and sometimes fronting her own stories. 

Then along came Evie. Chapple took 
a year’s maternity leave, and looks back 
fondly at those early days of motherhood, 
cruising around London with baby and push-
chair, her return to the newsroom a happy, 

hazy prospect somewhere in her future, not 
quite in focus yet.

And then the New Zealand Herald tapped 
her on the shoulder. They wanted to bring 
her back from London to be their digital 
editor, and Chapple figured maybe home 
was beckoning. 

In late 2015, that job offer and the re-
alities of raising her young  daughter as a 
single parent, brought her home. 

Chapple was in that senior, high-pressure 
job for a year, but at the same time she was 

feeling pretty stretched, with the added role 
of motherhood. 

She switched to another high-pressure 
job, this time in public relations, before a 
few home truths about her circumstances 
forced a rethink.

“I guess that while I was on maternity 
leave I didn’t really realise just how tough 
it would be to be working hard in senior 
roles with a child,” she says. 

“Until you have a child of your own, you 
just don’t understand how it is for women  

Parental priority... Irene Chapple with daughter Evie, who starts 
school when she turns five this month 
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Emma Mackie-Watts
Counsellor
Helping you find a way through:
• grief and loss • anxiety
• depression • trauma
• family and relationship difficulties
• work and career issues

Emma is a professional NZAC-registered  
counsellor, based in Devonport & Auckland CBD. 
I want to help you find answers for yourself.  
Email or call Emma
emma@ejmcounselling.com or 021 140 2592
www.ejmcounselling.com

“Of course, I know 
that I was very 

lucky to have such a 
compelling story and 
such a charismatic 
person for my first 

effort.”

trying to juggle it all. But it was totally 
clear to me that Evie was my priority and 
that I was going to have to make some 
changes to the way I worked and lived.”

Much of the solution lay with her parents 
Miriam Beatson and journalist Geoff Chap-
ple, who were to play a huge role in raising 
their little granddaughter, filling the gaps 
for her hard-working mother. 

“I just cannot sing their praises enough. 
Without them and their incredible support 
for us there’s no way I could have done 
what I have in my career since my child 
was born. By being so much a part of bring-
ing up Evie, they have made it possible for 
me to do what I do.” 

The formidable endeavours of mum 
and dad aside, Chapple knew a portfolio 
career of contracting work to match her 
experience would be the way to go for that 
all-important flexible working life, if she 
could get it all together.

So where others might have been 
daunted by any further pressures, Chapple 
threw filmmaking into the mix of things 
she wanted to do. Last year, she gradu-
ated from an honours-level film course at 
the University of Auckland, completed in 
tandem with her day job. 

As a local, she already knew about the 
plight of David Downs and was able to get 
his agreement to be  the subject of her first 
short film. “Of course, I know that I was 
very lucky to have such a compelling story 
and such a charismatic person for my first 
effort,” she says. 

In a poignant coincidence, she notes that 
she handed in the completed work at the 
end of her university course last November, 
on the one-year anniversary of Downs’ 
terminal diagnosis. A year when so much 
had happened for both her and her subject. 

Chapple grew up the middle child in 
a very creative Cheltenham household, 
where bold and colourful plans could be 
hatched and sometimes realised. Geoff, her 

father, is the founding father of the popular 
Te Araroa Trail - a national walkway – 
while brother Amos is now an internation-
ally renowned photographer.

So it was little surprise when the pull 
of a great yarn, well told, drew her into 
journalism school. 

She started out as a newspaper reporter, 
but quite early in her career she took a 
sidestep out of big newsrooms into a law 
degree. After 18 months employed as 
fresh young lawyer, she began to feel that 
journalism was her first love, and returned 
to writing stories. 

From her job as political editor of the 
Sunday Star Times, she began looking for 
new challenges and international media 
opportunities, and she headed for London 
in 2007. 

Her first job there was in business jour-
nalism, writing about the complexities of 
institutional investment.  She moved on 
to breaking news in the Financial Times 
group and from there to the Dow Jones 
news services.  Sometimes her work would 
be part of the daily content in the Wall 

Street Journal. 
That was when CNN offered her the 

sort of break she really wanted. Her time 
in television gave her a taste for telling 
stories through moving pictures. 

After eight years in London, she returned 
to New Zealand with skills and options that 
would make juggling parenting and career 
success more viable. 

These days, she makes her living through 
public relations and contract production 
work for TV3’s The Project. 

This summer, she will complete her mas-
ters degree in film, with a project focusing 
on children who are born to parents from 
two different cultures. 

This, she acknowledges, has parallels 
with her own story. 

Evie’s father is British but now lives 
in Sydney.  

Wherever her filmmaking may take her, 
Chapple had wanted a local showing of a 
local story. To pull together the event at 
The Vic, she first had to curate the line-up 
of other short films.

“That was the way to make it all hap-
pen here at home,” she says.  “It’s a great 
opportunity.”

 

Authorised by Aidan Bennett, 14 Blomfield Spa, Takapuna.

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board

#afreshapproachDANNYDANNYDANNY
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tonitonitoni
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport Community House 
celebrates 40th birthday

The Devonport Community House 40th an-
niversary celebration featured demonstrations 
and performances by some of the groups that 
use the facility.

Participants and activities included a uku-
lele group, karate (Shotokan), tai chi, yoga, 
the Devonport Leisure Painters, kids school 
holiday programme, the Elderly Shoppers 
Run, ethical Christmas market, a knitters 
group and the toy library.  

An initial meeting to set up the Devonport 
Community House was held in 1978. Wendy 
Bailey, the current house patron, was one of 

the instigators. The Devonport Community 
House became an incorporated society in 
1979, and first opened in a building on Mt 
Victoria, previously the headquarters of the 
15th AA Regiment.  

Devonport Primary School children were 
tasked with naming the house, which they 
aptly called Wikitoria, te reo for Victoria.  

The activities of the house (and creche) 
outgrew Wikitoria and in 1995 the house 
relocated down the hill to the current loca-
tion, previously the old council works depot,  
at 32 Clarence St.

Cut-through… (from left) Devonport Community House manager 
Bernie Ranford, patron Wendy Bailey and chairperson Emma Grant 
do the birthday-cake honours

Strumming along nicely… Lance Richardson at (right) leads the 
ukulele group’s performance at the celebration

Devonport Rotary has its  
major fundraising event on 

Friday 1st November
The widely appreciated  

Devonport Rotary Fine Homes Tour!
Running 
from 9.30am 
to 4.30pm, 
you have the 
opportunity to 
visit and look 
through 10 of 
Devonport’s  
finest homes.
This year 
we are very 
lucky to have 
Bayleys and 
Ryman co-
hosting the 
event, with 
Ryman opening one of their apartments. 
We are also thankful to Fullers, who 
are also pitching in behind the club to 
help make the event as successful as 
possible.
This is a rare opportunity, and with the 
last tour selling out, make sure you get 
your $70 tickets through eventfinda 
early.

Aside from our upcoming fundraiser, 
you will have noticed the fences and 
start of the dismantling of the Windsor 
Reserve playground. If you would like 
to contribute towards the cost of the 
relocation, or join us in reassembling it 
in Vanuatu, contact the club directly. All 
help is gratefully accepted.

Contact us at info@devonportrotary.co.nz  
or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz  

if you would like more info.

This month’s 
column was 

sponsored by  
past president 
Gavin Busch
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files
Looking Back

• Three protected pohutukawa trees are 
chopped down on a vacant Devonport 
section without resource consent. Owner 
of the 3/36 Cheltenham Rd property, 
John McHugh, says the trees were dead 
or damaged and he didn’t know a consent 
was needed.

• A protected tui is shot and killed with an air 
rifle in a Devonport reserve. Police recover 
the carcass and pass it on to the Department 
of Conservation (DoC).

• The New Zealand rugby league team 
announces it will train in Devonport against 
the Navy Dolphins.

•  Takapuna Rotary Club’s plans for a flagpole 
on the top of Mt Victoria will go to a notified 
public hearing.

• A 1920s Cheltenham Garden Party is planned 
for Mt Cambria in November, with 350 
people expected.

• Work continues on the new fish fountain 
in Clarence St, which has developed faults 
since it was built.

• Devonport RSA donates a $1000 book – On 
Active Service – to Devonport Library.

• Local band Troppo Fantasia records its 
album – The Art of Troppo Fantasia – at 
the Depot in just six hours. All but two of 
the 11 songs were put down in the first take.

• DoC calls a public meeting to discuss the 
future of North Head.

  Interview subject… Michele Leggott

• A memorial service will be held for 
Devonport businessman Hedi Moani, who 
was murdered in his home by a mentally ill 
man he had offered shelter to.

• Takapuna Grammar girls rugby side 
overcomes high temperatures to win both 
games on a Queensland tour. They were the 
first New Zealand schoolgirl rugby team to 

travel overseas to play. Belinda Dawson 
was team captain. Outstanding forward 
was Rochelle Clayton. Diana Bissett scored 
two tries.

• William Brooks and Olivia McLean plant 
a millennium kauri at Devonport Primary.

• Devonport poet Michele Leggott is the 
Flagstaff interview subject.
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Street talk… Phillip Jaser 
of the Victoria Theatre 
and Barbara Cuthbert 
of Bike Auckland at 
Park(ing) Day 

Bikes take over Victoria Rd spaces on Park(ing) Day
Pigs, bikes and skaters were among 

the star attractions of Devonport’s 
contribution to International Park(ing) 
Day.

Bikes took over three spaces in a 
joint installation hosted by Ken Davis 
Architects, Mitchell Stout Architects, 
Bike Auckland and The Bicycle 
Lounge.

More than 10 bikes filled each 
space, as a team undertook minor 
repairs to locals’ bikes.

Brian Sorrell, from The Bicycle 
Lounge, said people were always say-
ing they want to park outside shops. “If 
bikes were used instead of cars, you 
could park straight outside.” 

For one day, various Devonport 
parking spaces were reassigned to host 
something other than a car. Architects, 
businesses and community groups 
took part.

Among the star attractions were 
kuni kuni piglets Truffle and Liquo-
rice, at the Compost Collective park 
in Clarence St. 

The collective’s Pip Beagley said 
the pigs helped divert scraps from 
landfill. 

Outdoor workshop... 
Brian Sorrell (left) of 
the Bicycle Lounge, 
Barbara Cuthbert 
and Julian Mitchell 
of Mitchell Stout 
Architects 

“ Carefully 
loving your  
little angel  
as they learn  
and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

OPEN DAY, 10am-2pm 
10, 11 & 12 October

Park(ing) Day

113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  
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Weeding out cars... Kirstan Sweetman and Jeni Nicholls (right) of Weeds and Worms garden maintenance 

Two wee scraps... Sophia Riley and Truffle the kuni kuni pig, with the Compost Collective’s Pip Beagley

Park(ing) Day
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Not skipping a beat... Jesse Frazerhurst (9) skates in a skip decorated with artwork by Component

Park(ing) Day

TOMORROW’S IDEAS, TODAY!  Better Homes  |  Better Living  |  Better Outdoors  |  Better Transport

BE IN  
TO WIN! 
Enter to WIN and  

roll into Summer with 

the ultimate ‘Summer 

Fun’ set up thanks  

to the team from  
Lifestyle Gear

Auckland
Eventfinda Stadium 
(Previously known as North Shore Events Centre)

» Over 160 exhibitors showcasing products  
& services to improve your home and 
lifestyle in a sustainable way

» Building, Renovating, Solar, Pools,  
Spas, Outdoor Living, Kitchens, Electric  
Transport, Lifestyle Products and more

» All under one roof with great food and 
coffee

» Show exclusive specials and giveaways

» Free informative Ask an Expert Sessions

» Family Fun with the Springfree Family  
Zone and Resene Paint a Bird House

Adult $6, Gold Card Friday $3, Under 16 Free

For full details visit www.betterhomeandlivingshow.co.nz

11-13  
October

Fri, Sat 10-5,  
Sun 10–4 
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Several times a week, kaiako and tama-
riki from Belmont Learning Space set off 
for a walk down to the Philomel Reserve.  
Often, we see our friendly neighbours 
along the way, who wave to us from their 
windows or front porch steps.  he tama-
riki are always keen to meet new people 
and often ask about who our neighbours 
are.

This morning, we were thrilled 
when one of them came to the letterbox 
to meet us and say ‘good morning’. A 
friendly smile and a chat never fails to 
put a spring in our step as we continue 
on our journey.

Throughout Autumn and Winter, the 
reserve has provided us with rich, au-
thentic and immersive experiences with 
the elements, and we have been able to 
observe how our special places, changes 
with the seasons.  Even our babies have 
had the opportunity to feel the offshore 
breeze on their faces. We observe the way 
the sunlight makes the morning dew 
sparkle, the crunch of the fallen leaves 
under-foot and squelch in the muddy 
puddles. 

As the weather has slowly begun to 
warm up, the children are encouraged to 
take off their shoes, our tamariki 
enjoying a wealth of new nature, and 
natural experiences. The softness of the 
grass and the cool wet mud, hidden from 
view until they step into it, elicits 
squeals of surprise and delight.  The 
challenge of navigating the uneven 
terrain results in expressions of 
determination and such satisfaction; 
these bring smiles to our faces.

What a treasure it is to be able to re-
turn to our special place time and time 
again; watching it evolve over the sea-
sons, hand in hand with our tamariki as 
they grow as well.

Reaching out to Papatuanuku

9 Preston Ave, Belmont
Open from 7.30am to 6.00pm
For enquiries: 0274 879 116 
belmont@thelearningspace.co.nz www.thelearningspace.co.nz

“ Take care of our children. Take care 
of what they hear, take care of what 
they see, take care of how they 
feel. For how the children grow, so 
will be the shape of Aotearoa”  
Dame Whina Cooper
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School Holiday Fun!
AllStars Musical Theatre 
school holiday pro-
grammes in Auckland 
– now in their ninth year 
these popular courses 
are a perfect school 
holiday activity for theatre 
enthusiasts or beginners 
who would like to give 
being on stage a go!
The course builds up to 
two performances of a 
special revue shows for family and friends.
Students will work with tutors from New Zealand’s 
National Youth Theatre Company in acting, vocal, 
singing and dance. Sessions are held in small age-
related groups to ensure that everyone receives 
quality tuition. We have a high staff-to-student ratio 
and a qualified first-aider on site at all times.
Each AllStars has a general theme. Based around 
this central concept, we produce five fun-filled days 
of innovative, quality tuition that will advance your 
performance skills. Register at allstars.co.nz.

The Rose Singers are back with 
musical mirth and mayhem

If you’ve ever enjoyed 
a TV talent show like 
Britain’s Got Talent, this 
show, performed by the 
wonderful Rose Singers, 
will bring back the joy. 
Have a great evening 
singing along with the 
performers and let loose. 
All ticket proceeds go 
to charity, so well worth 
joining in! See our 
facebook page for more information.

The Sounds of Spring

Enjoy a night of classic beauty. Gemma Lee on piano 
and Dr Charlotte Francis on violin will enchant us with 
a selection of classics that make us think of Spring. 
Book on 445 9900 or see our Facebook page for 
event updates and to book tickets on-line. Only $10 
per person.

Halloween is for teens... ish

An R16 FREE event, no alcohol. Come and enjoy a 
mystery selection of horror and suspense on our 
big screen. It’s a mystery and the details are still to 
come, but there will be a few best-dressed awards, 
the possibility of spine-tingling, flesh-crawling live 
incidents in the theatre, and more. A nibble nook, 
just like at the movies, will be open all night. Come, 
enjoy your mate’s company, scream, laugh, and 
just have a fright! See our Facebook page for event 
updates.

P 09 445 9900
E info@rosecentre.co.nz

F @RoseCentre    W rosecentre.co.nz
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

A push to regulate Fullers’ Devon-
port and Waiheke ferry services took 
a step forward when North Shore 
councillor Chris Darby handed Trans-
port Minister Phil Twyford a petition 
signed by more than 5500 people.

In the petition, blame for Fullers’ 
Devonport and Waiheke ferry services 
being “subject to unexplained delays 
and cancellations” is sheeted home to 
them being the only part of the Auck-
land public transport network exempt 
from transport regulator oversight, 
including competitive tendering and 
prescribed levels of service.

The petition calls for these Fullers 
services to be brought into a contrac-
tual relationship with Auckland Transport 
(AT), through what is known as the Public 
Transport Operating Model (PTOM).

Darby, who is chair of  the council Plan-
ning Committee, was supported at the 20 
September presentation in Auckland, by 
Waitemata Local Board chair Pippa Coom,  
fellow councillor Richard Hills and Waiheke 
Local Board chair Cath Handley. 

From 7 February, 2020 Devonport ferry 
fares will be integrated with bus and rail 
fares, Darby says. However, more negotia-
tion is required to achieve that for Waiheke.

Fullers’ exemption from the PTOM was a 
government decision in 2012, strongly op-
posed by Auckland Transport and Auckland 

Council, Darby says.
Some critics have labelled the petition an 

election-year stunt, and asked why more has 
not been done by councillors earlier to bring 
Fullers into line.

Fullers CEO Mike Horne said the company 
was always keen to discuss future plans and 
changes to ferry operations, but wanted contin-
ued investment in wharf infrastructure, which 
is owned by Auckland Council. 

Petition calls for ferry-service changes

Petition handover... Transport 
minister Phil Twyford (centre), 
with (from left) Pippa Coom, Chris 
Darby, Cath Handley and Richard 
Hills
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Flower power... A poppy mural by local artist Tony McNeight was unveiled at the Devonport RSA by the 
association’s eldest and youngest members. President Howard Mace (left) is pictured with (left to right) former 
naval officer Cyril Hicks, 98, naval cadet Tymon Porter, 19, and Ron Child, 98, who served in the artillery regiment 
then the air force. The mural is one of the RSA’s initiatives to make its rooms appealing as a licensed venue.

Poppy mural unveiled in spruced-up RSA hall

GLOW
Windsor Reserve

OCTOBER
18th      20th

@ ARTWEEK

DEVONPORT
FRIDAY after FIVE
Clarence Street Party
OCTOBER 18th
5    10PM
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

•  Solid Plastering
•  Block-work
•  Fireplaces
•  Gib-stopping
•  Small or Large Jobs

Phone Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592  zipzap@ihug.co.nz

Ph Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David mortimore 

Robyn 021 257 0124
Jen 021 403 974

Flourishgardens.jr@gmail.com

Installation, 
maintenance, design 

with care and attention.

local since 2006
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Letters 
to the Editor

Letters are welcome.  
They should be on Devonport-

related topics. Nom-de-plumes 
or submissions without a name 

will not be printed. Email to  
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

or post to  
Devonport Flagstaff,  

PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 
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DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

ACCOMMODATION.

2 bedroom Bayswater home 
for Rent. Very Warm, 5 mins 
walk to Ferry. Available for 
long term rent. $580pw Pets 
Negotiable. Email - carolyn@
carolynharper.co.nz
Accommodation wanted.  Will 
you be travelling overseas? We 
are a reliable, tidy Dutch fam-
ily (two children) looking for 
a temporary home in North 
Shore. We love pets. Arriving 
Auckland on Jan 20, and can stay 
between 1-6 months. Email us on  
deboerart@gmail.com or phone 
+821 0303 62102.
Cheltenham Beach Studio. 
Stunning studio with new fit-out 
only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full 
bath, fully furnished Devon-
port house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com.
Devonport – heritage 1 bedroom 
cottage in central Devonport vil-
lage and just a short walk to the 
ferry, shops and cafes. Available 
until mid-December. Completely 
self-contained. Everything pro-
vided including WIFI and power. 
Off street parking. Suit profes-
sional person. Enquiries: Judith: 
021 043 2586 or 09 445 7055.
Email: rive@xtra.co.nz
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
C h e l t e n h a m ,  a b s o l u t e 
beachfront. One double and 
two s ing les ,  shady  se t -
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
Stunning Cheltenham Beach 
Cottage, metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-term 
holiday accommodation. Beau-
tifully refurbished, one bed-
room, self-contained cottage 
with a private garden. Phone 
Rebekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

FOR SALE

Cars for sale 1996 Toyota Co-
rolla. New WOF – Exp March 
2020. Reg exp Jan 2020. Nice 
condition, must sell. $1000 ONO 
Contact: Sheri 021 188 7056.

LOST & FOUND

PURSE - red & black cloth 
zipped purse lost near Devonport 
ferry with MasterCard inside. 
Reward for return. Please phone 
Janet @ 445 2601.

REST HOMES

Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with dignity 
in a friendly, family atmosphere. 
Phone Shona, 445 2518.
Komatua Care Centre – We 
care for older people who have 
memory loss and behavioural 
difficulties. Professional care 
is given in a nurturing envi-
ronment. For all enquiries -  
phone 445 1707.
Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, holistic 
care. Soul food and good people. 
Call Sharon Byron-McKay: 
445-0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 

A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on  
022 073 1550. 
Amazing home cleaning includ-
ing windows. 15 years’ experi-
ence. References available phone 
027 492 6220.
Concrete-laying specialist. 
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom, 
Exposed and trowel finishes. 
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt  
022 102 5700.
Curtains & Roman Blinds  
Free measure, quote and design 
advice. 20 years’ experience.  
Phone Sara  027 625 5844. 
Devon p or t  u p h o l s t ery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques 
and contemporary styles.  
Recycling furniture for 36 years. 
John Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.
Custom-Made Lampshades An 
easy & effective way to update 
your interior decor!20yrs+ local 
known business serving com-
mercial & residential customers, 
specialising in new creations 
or reviving old favourites & 
vintage. Free quote & design 
advice.Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.com, 
www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.

SERVICES OFFERED 

Gardening help? Call the 
WEEDS & WORMS team. 
Loca l ,  exper i enced ,  e f -
ficient, reliable. Free quotes. 
Jeni 021 951 153 or Kirstan  
021 540 226.
Gardener Available Quali-
fied and experienced landscape 
designer. Enjoys getting his 
hands dirty. Good plant knowl-
edge. Hard-working, reliable and 
creative with plantings. Contact 
Paddy 022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gardening. Do you need regular 
help? No time for a tidy-up? 
Let me help. Experienced gar-
dener. Ph Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Gutter Guards / Gutter Clean-
ing LeafScreen Gutter Protec-
tion, Competitive Rates, Flagstaff 
discount. info@leafscreen.co.nz, 
0800 LEAFLESS (53 23 53)
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, al-
terations, and sketch designs. 30 
years experience in heritage area. 
First hour’s consultation free. 
Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home clean-
ing, including windows. Ex-
perienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904.
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle Plus 
on 09-488-7279 or 027-245-
6264. Or you can email me on 
chris@lifestyleplusltd.nz. Refer-
ences available.
Locksmith,  Devonport’s 
o w n  S c o t t  R i c h a r d s o n .  
Mob 021 976 607.
Rotten wooden joinery etc 
repaired by craftsman builders 
using marine glues and fillers 
and treated timber. Call Duane 
on 027 488 5478.

SERVICES OFFERED 

mint. HOME CLEANING 
Your local cleaning couple is 
ready to deliver our 5-star shine 
to your home. For weekly clean-
ing, Spring, Moving or Open-
Home cleans, and a FREE quote, 
call Pat (09) 415 0028. 
Section services. Trees: pruned, 
removed. Hedges: trimmed, 
reduced.  Section clean-ups.  
Ph Dom 027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local Con-
crete layer. Small job specialist. 
Exposed, broom and trowel 
finishes. Call Ben Shadbolt on 
022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.
Violins sold, hired, repaired 
and restored. Farrell’s Music, 
467 Lake Road Takapuna. Phone 
489 7935.

TUITION

Adult beginners music:  
Cello, piano, theory. Especially 
tailored. harmonymusic@ 
ho tma i l . co .nz  o r  Anne :  
021 0306 436.
Art Classes @ D’Port Com-
munity house: Friday morning, 
mastering art. Ph Lucy Bucknall 
– 446 0389. 
Bonjour! Visiting France? A 
French student? Or a devout 
Francophile? French tutoring - 
one-on-one or group sessions. 
$40 per hour per person. Call 
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272.
Learn piano/keyboard. Les-
sons from $19.00. Private, 
Professional, Affordable, En-
joyment for all ages. Competi-
tions, Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Learn the bagpipes! Beginners 
of all ages welcome. Contact 
Lewis at lewismacd@gmail.com 
or 021 182 0566.

TUITION 

Mathematics Tuition Available 
for years 9 to 13 by a retired 
maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
NCEA Maths Exam special-
ist. 100% Student pass rate in 
2018 for all my  level 1 and 3 
students. Please ph Peter  
021 0817 5037.
Piano Lessons. Piano & music 
theory tuition from classically 
trained pianist. Devonport-based 
and can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Primary Tutor Maths, Eng-
lish, Health & Wellbeing and 
Drama for 5-11-year-olds.  
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com for 
further details. 027 410 6871 
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com

TUITION 

Sewing Classes Learn the sew-
ing essentials through work-
ing on fun, creative projects. 
Classes to suit a range of ages 
and abilities. Get in touch:  
hello@exhibit12.com or contact 
Katie 021 124 2589.TUITION
SLSS Swim School ,  11 
Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.
Vocal Coach Jenn Shelton, offer-
ing singing lessons to all ages and  
abil i t ies.  Hauraki based.  
jenn.shelton@gmail.com

WANTED

GARAGE for classic car, used 
regularly so easy access, handy 
Devonport village. Please phone 
445 0331.

Classifieds

 COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORTLicensed Agent, REAA

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

REAL ESTATE

Located Next to Devonport New World

OCTOBER SPECIALS 
Do not be afraid to trudge into summer  
this Halloween with offers like this
• 20% OFF ENTIRE OPTIFAST RANGE 
•  20% OFF Levrix antihistamine
•  2 facials for the price of one!
Plus Navy discounts, redeemable golf vouchers,  
online sales and so much more

www.247pharmacy.co.nz Tel: 09 445 4000

Open Late 7 Days and Public Holidays

FREE
Blister

packing

FREE
Auckland 
delivery

FREE
Facial with

product 
purchase
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            IGNITE 
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND  Assessment of Environmental Effects  03.07.2018        

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Letters 
to the Editor

Letters are welcome.  
They should be on Devonport-

related topics. Nom-de-plumes 
or submissions without a name 

will not be printed. Email to  
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

or post to  
Devonport Flagstaff,  

PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FREE VENUE HIRE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend appliesLIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
ARTWEEK AUCKLAND AT THE VIC  
In support of Artweek, The Vic is hosting a variety  
of special art films. Including Never Look Away,  
Martha: A Picture Story, and Walking On Water!  
Don’t miss out, on sale now from www.thevic.co.nz!  
Tickets will be general admission.  
SHOW ME SHORTS 2019: THE SAMPLER – 8PM 
Sit back and enjoy some of the best and most vibrant  
short films from New Zealand and around the world.  
This collection provides a great way to sample what  
Show Me Shorts is all about. 
Tickets general admission from www.thevic.co.nz!

NEW MOVIES RELEASE

Joker (tba) 122 min   3 OCT
Yuli (M) 112 min 3 OCT
Gemini Man (tba) 117 min 10 OCT
Capital in the 21st Century (PG) 103 min   10 OCT
Animals  (R16) 105 min 10 OCT
Judy (M) 118 min 17 OCT
Photograph (M) 109 min 17 OCT
To Laugh To Live & Other Great Shorts (E) 53 min 17 OCT

12–20
OCT
FRI 18
OCT
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L’Ecole de Danse is a well-established, local 
dance school that has been running for 14 
years, and has many successes to celebrate.  
Eriko Finlay, owner and director of the dance 
school, is so passionate about bringing a love 
of dancing to our local boys and girls, she 
is brimming with enthusiasm to share her 
students’ success stories.

The Senior Contemporary Troupe (see 
main picture) was created a few years ago due 
to the outstanding talent that was coming up 
through the dancing ranks. The troupe has 
entered multiple competitions across New 
Zealand in 2019 with their ‘Bury a Friend’ 
piece, and have achieved a high level of 
success, including 2nd place in the Northern 
School of Performing Arts Jazz Awards 
(Contemporary), 2nd place in the Victorious 
Dance Competition (Contemporary), Very 
Highly Commended in the Whangarei Dance 
Competition (Contemporary) and first place 
in the South Auckland Performing Arts 
Competition (restricted Contemporary).

Individuals are shining bright too, with 
three talented L’Ecole de Danse girls heading 
to Wellington in November 2019 to compete 
against other nominees in the competition for 
New Zealand Modern Association of Dance 
scholarships (photos on right).  These local 
girls will attend a weekend of master classes in 
order to compete for the highly sought-after 
scholarships across three separate disciplines; 
Jazz, Contemporary and Ballet. 

Kate Kawahara has been nominated for 
Jazz and Contemporary, Jasmine Pausch for 
Jazz, and Sophie Bridge for Ballet.

Finlay was a highly-respected dance 
teacher in Tokyo before emigrating to New 
Zealand in 2001, with her young family of 
three children aged 6, 3 and 1.  After several 
years being a busy full-time local Devonport 
Mum,  Finlay made the huge decision to set 
up her own dance-school business. L’Ecole 
de Danse opened in 2006, with 42 kids. 
Now, the roll sits at 160-170 students. Finlay 
and her teaching staff offer a wide range of 
contemporary and traditional dance classes, 
from pre-school fairy classes for budding 

ballerinas to contemporary dance classes 
with highly trained and qualified teachers.  
Students learn to dance in a fun, relaxed and 
supportive environment whilst keeping fit, 
gaining confidence and making new friends. 

“It’s my passion.  I want kids to enjoy 
dancing, grow their confidence and build 
their friendships.  My message is to keep 
smiling, stay happy and dance!” says Finlay.

With a new generation of talent emerging, 
Finlay is all set for the success stories to keep 
rolling in.  All classes are open to both boys 
and girls, with enrolments open for 2020, 
including classes in Devonport and Takapuna.  
First classes are free to trial, and Finlay and her 
team are committed to welcoming every child 
and engaging them with a shared passion and 
love of all things dance.

Dancing for Success

Dance Troupe (left to right) Jaimiee Nimmo, Sofie McGibbon,  
Phoebe Rennie, Asha Silk, Sophie Bridge & Kate Kawahara

Sophie Bridge (Ballet ) -  
nominated for Ballet Scholarship 
for NZ Modern Association of 
Dance  - competition and judging 
to be held in Wellington weekend 
of 1st Nov 2019

Kate Kawahara ( Contemporary &  
Jazz ) & Jasmine Pausch (Jazz)

L’Ecole de Danse
Eriko Finlay  |  e.finlay@xtra.co.nz  |  021 455 106  |  www.lecolededanse.co.nz

Ballet, Contemporary, Jazz,  
Hip Hop, Stretch and Conditioning, 
Pre-School Classes

Devonport Studio
24 Vauxhall Road, 
Devonport, Auckland 

Holy Trinity Church Hall
Cnr Vauxhall Rd and Church St
Devonport, Auckland

STUDIO LOCATIONS
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Information Presentation 
& Showhome Open

William Sanders Retirement Village

Information presentation
at 11am

Wednesday 16 October
10am-1pm

You’re invited to join us for an information 
presentation and the opportunity to view 

our new showhome.

Learn more about our Ryman Peace of 
Mind Guarantees and what sets a Ryman 

village apart.

– Light refreshments will be served –

Mark Cooper
Sales Advisor

Janet Coutts 
Sales Advisor

Presented by...

To RSVP phone Janet or Mark on 445 0909 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport
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TGS at Junior Theatre Celebration NZ

International Baccalaureate Geography goes Global!

On Saturday 14 September, Takapuna Grammar 
School(TGS) Broadway Squad and Broadway Squad 
Elite took 100 students to the Victory Centre in 
Freemans Bay to participate in the 2019 Junior 
Theatre Celebration. This is a national event for 
musical-theatre lovers, with 475 student performers 
and 21 performing groups from around New Zealand. 
The event was an extremely rewarding experience for 
all those involved. 

Those attending were given the opportunity to 
perform 10 minute excerpts from our upcoming 
shows – Legally Blonde JR for Broadway Squad 
and Into the Woods JR for Broadway Squad Elite – 
and receive adjudication and advice from industry 
professionals. We also watched performances from 
other groups and participated in dance and singing 
workshops. Both performances from our TGS groups 

were fantastic and can be viewed on our TGS 
Performing Arts Facebook page. 

Broadway Squad (years 7–10), which includes 
students from TGS, Belmont Intermediate, Takapuna 
Normal Intermediate, Northcote Intermediate and 
the homeschooling community won one of the 
few awards for Excellence in Ensemble. Broadway 
Squad Elite (TGS years 11–13) won one of the few 
awards for Excellence in Acting. Both were great 
accomplishments! 

Joshua Downs, Maddie McCarthy, Max Claxton and 
Caitlin Morrison each won All-Star Performers awards 
for standing out in all the right ways during their 
performances, as did several other TGS students (past 
and present) representing other groups. 

There was also a fantastic performance from the 
Auckland company of Les Miserables performing 

at the Civic this November. The cast included TGS 
singing teacher Patrick Kelly and Belmont Primary 
School music teacher Kerry Ackerman. TGS student 
Aidan Allen won a double pass to see the show. Bravo 
and well done to all involved. 

BY AISLIN WELLS

International Baccalaureate (IB) Geography 
has the theme of International Mindedness 
running through the course, and recently the 
Year 13 students were studying the impacts of 
globalisation and global connectedness. 

As an example of the connections available 
to us, Mr Smith sent out a tweet from his 
Twitter account asking people to say hello to 

the IB Geography class and tell us where they 
were replying from. The tweet was tagged 
with #ibgeography to draw other IB Geography 
teachers’ and students’ attention to it.

The tweet was seen over 12,000 times, and the 
replies came from all over the world.

Mr Smith then used Google’s My Maps to map 
where the replies came from, so the students 

could see the reach of social media and how 
this related to growing global connections. This 
was then applied to our studies of the spread of 
knowledge and the growing impact of social media 
on knowledge and trade. This was another great 
example of how IB Geography looks at topics that 
are relevant and current to our students while 
appreciating our global connections too.

OCT 4, 2019

Freedom Challenge at TGS
Many students at Takapuna Grammar took part 

in Freedom Challenge a few weeks ago, which 
lasted for three days. This is an annual event, 
organised by Amnesty International, where young 
people all around the world get the chance to 
advocate for equality of human rights. This year’s 
theme was Iran: Lives hanging in the balance, 
where people fought for the right to life of youth 
living in Iran. This issue was centered around the 
argument of whether children under the age of 18 

should be put on death row in Iran. 
The main goal for Freedom Challenge is to 

spread awareness about the issue raised, and 
students at TGS came up with many creative ways 
to do this. Messages of hope and encouragement 
were written on the banners, which were sent 
to Amnesty International. Tens of letters and 
petitions were signed to support the cause, and 
donations were collected to make a change for 
Iran’s youth. 

Donations were collected in exchange for 
Amnesty badges. All the money raised went 
towards this cause, which was lead by the six 
Amnesty leaders, who run the club at school. 

Although Freedom Challenge at TGS may seem 
insignificant, every voice counts. If every school in 
New Zealand, and around the globe, makes a small 
contribution, we will collectively make a positive 
difference to the world.

BY MADDIE YAMAGUCHI
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Thinking globally, acting locally… Anya Fry and Serena Mansell from Takapuna Grammar, join the Strike 4 
Climate March on  Queen St last Friday.

Local students march for a better planet 

Pink Ribbon Collectors are needed 
for Devonport. 

 October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and 11 October 
and 12 October are the annual Pink 
Ribbon street appeal collection 
days. Please contact Lynda Betts  
on  021 278 3024 if you would like 
to collect for an hour in Devonport. 

Collectors 
needed for  

Pink Ribbon Days

 
Enrolment for Out of Zone 

Students for 2019  
 

Devonport Primary School  
invites applications for  

out of zone enrolments in  
Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

for 2019  
 

Applications close: 17th Oct  
Ballot Date (if required) - 24th Oct  

 
Please contact the school for  

application forms, or an  
opportunity to visit.  

445 0183 
office@devonport.school.nz 

www.devonportschool.nz 
  

Enrolment for 2020
Enrolment at the school is governed by 
an enrolment scheme, details of which 

are available from the school office.
Applications for out of zone places in all 
year groups are warmly invited for those 

students who will become eligible for 
enrolment during the period 3 February 

2020 to 16 December 2020.
The deadline for receipt of applications 
for out of zone places is October 2019.
Parents will be informed of the outcome 
of the ballot within three school days of 

the ballot being held.
If you live in our home zone and have 
not yet let us know your plan to enrol 

your child later this year, please contact 
the school immediately to assist us to 

plan appropriately.
The Board of Trustees will also hold 

multiple ballots throughout 2020 
to enable out of zone children to 

continue to enrol in 2020.

SENIOR SOLE CHARGE 
HEALTHCARE ASSISTANT

Belmont Village is looking to hire an 
experienced caregiver for the weekends.
Hours are from 7am to 3pm. 
Would suit retired manager/retired registered 
nurse/experienced healthcare assistant.

Please contact 021 664 172. 
Position available from 12 October.

personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com     
021 101 9695

Spring Special!
Kick Start Your Fitness in 2019

Devonport Squash and Gym Club

Summer Sorted

•  6  week block starting October
•  Personal Training or small group 

training       
•  1, 2 or 3 people together so grab 

a friend or 2 and sign up now
•  Lose weight, improve muscle 

tone, built strength, core stability 
and cardiovascular fitness while 
burning body fat.

•  Total Body workouts for all levels, 
weights, cardio, circuits 

Grab a friend and sort your  
fitness goals now for summer.  

Non members welcome :-)
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On the national stage… Mia Walton, Charlotte Koia, Jasmine Urquhart and Gwen Grapputo

Cameron Bagrie  
More Candid Views
Join us to hear more candid views from Cameron Bagrie. He’ll discuss the 
current ‘mixed bag’ that is the NZ economy and the chase for yield/return 
as interest rates fall. What’s good for borrowers hurts savers. Cameron 
will also explain why he believes there needs to be the shift in focus to 
the long-term, highlighting how some have been too focused on what he 
calls ‘short-ism’. Finally he will provide an update on the current global 
market scene, where politics are ‘trumping’ economics.

Also sharing his views will be Rob Mercer, Director/Equities,  
Wealth Management Research at Forsyth Barr.

Seminar details:

Date: Tuesday, 15 October 2019  • Time: 10.30am–12.30pm
Venue: B:Hive Business Centre, Smales Farm, 72 Taharoto Road, Takapuna
Register online to attend this complimentary seminar at www.forsythbarr.co.nz/seminars  
or RSVP directly by calling 09 368 0150.

Cameron has been an 
economist for 20 years. 
For over 11 years he was 
the Chief Economist at 
ANZ, where he developed 
a reputation for taking a 
forthright stand on even the 
hardest of economic issues. 
He’s also worked as an 
economist at the National 
Bank, Treasury and Statistics 
New Zealand.
His approach to economics 
is pragmatic and 
non-ideological.

0800 367 227 
forsythbarr.co.nz

 Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr Authorised Financial 
Advisers are available on request and free of charge. FO

R5
80

8-
03

 (D
FL

AG
)



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 48 ocTober 4, 2019

TAKAPUNA2040
VOTE FOR NEW COUNCILLORS 

LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS

•  Darby, supported by Hills, has ardently supported 
the sale and redevelopment of the Takapuna 
Central Carpark since 2016 when he moved a 
Council resolution to sell the car park (supported 
by George Wood) BEFORE any consultation had 
occurred on what should happen to the site.
•  Takapuna will be left with a small town square
•  No convenient parking close to Hurstmere Rd.
•  A 200m walk from the new carpark to Hurstmere 

Green.
•  The local board was effectively sidelined during 

the process.

•  Darby has consistently supported Panuku and its 
token consultation against the views of the local 
Board, as has Hills .

•  In 2016 , Darby also voted for adopting a long 
term budget which left out: 
•  $54 million allocated towards the Lake Rd 

upgrade ($47m put back in after local board 
lobbying)

•  Nearly $16 million in funding for upgrades to 
the Bayswater and Northcote Ferry Terminals

•  A $3.5 million upgrade to the Takapuna Bus 
Station

•  Darby also supported the reduction in budget 
to the libraries and a reduction in Council 
involvement in social housing.

•  By contrast, Darby has supported the extravagant 
fit out of new headquarters for ATEED and 
upgrade of the old headquarters ($4 million). Hills 
has supported Business Class travel for Council 
staff.

AND
•  Darby’s tenure as Chair of the Planning 

Committee has been accompanied by increasing 
numbers of planning consents for developments 
that grossly exceed the Unitary Plan rules for 
height and coverage, which are increasingly 
meaningless.

Neither Darby nor Hills have been the advocates 
we need for the North Shore. 
We do not believe they should continue to 
represent us.

Authorised by Richard Burton, 7 Park Avenue,. Takapuna 

Takapuna 2040 Inc (formerly Auckland 2040) is a community organisation and is not affiliated with any political organisation.

In July, Devonport-Takapuna Local Board passed a vote of No Confidence in Chris Darby and 
Richard Hills, current Councillors for the North Shore ward, in relation to the Central Car Park 
issue. There is a high level of dissatisfaction by the Board with their performance as councillors. 
Darby and Hills have repeatedly failed to act in the best interests of their community.

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED
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Kitchens
‘DIY’ with a twist
• NZ custom made
• Unique cabinetry systems
• Innovative handle-less solutions
• Villa and traditional kitchens

email kitchensbytgk@xtra.co.nz
PH 021 748 866

by TGK

NatioNal 
ProPerty 
ServiceS 

• interior exterior painting
• plaster house repaints
• concrete swimming pool paints
•  water blasting and  

house soft washing
• deck building and restoration

www.nps.nz
ph 09 476 2107 
or 020 476 2107 

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Concrete Work

“As your councillors for the last three 
years we have been instrumental in setting 
the most significant transport, water quality 
and environment budgets the North Shore 
has ever seen.

 On the opposite page and in the Rangitoto 
Observer is a nasty error-ridden personal 
attack on your North Shore Auckland coun-
cillors Chris Darby and Richard Hills. This 
shadowy group, purporting to be an incor-
porated society, hides behind the same face-
less anonymity we are witnessing on social 
media, in what is an orchestrated campaign.

 Voters across the Shore reject this sorry 
decent into such Trump-style gutter politics. 

 Let’s say no to hidden political and com-
mercial interests and say yes to an open and 
transparent contest of ideas for what’s best 
to move the Shore forward.

 Thank you for all the messages received 
from across our community rejecting shad-
owy dirty politics.”

Chris Darby and Richard Hills
Auckland councillor candidates
North Shore ward

In fairness to the North Shore 
Auckland Councillors we asked 
Chris Darby and Richard Hills 
to respond to the controversial 
advert placed by the Takapuna 
2040 group. We also asked them 
to point out the exact factual 
errors in the advert as they saw 
them.  This is their response. 

Friday 1st November 2019 
9:30am-4:30pm

Kindly Supporting 

10 Homes of distinction to view
Tickets $70 at                or at www.devonportrotary.co.nz  

A response from 
Chris Darby and 

Richard Hills 
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Voters flock to hear from election contenders 
Local Body Elections

CALL USFOR A FREEINSURANCEREVIEW

156A Lake Road, Belmont, Auckland 0622

P 09 488 7480  |  M 021 491 080  |  E nicola@nji.co.nz

www.nji.co.nz

NICOLA JONES INSURANCE

Democracy is alive and well in Devonport, 
if the turnout to the local candidates meeting 
at the Community House is anything to go by.

In what was probably the best attended 
meeting of its type across Auckland, organisers 
were at least twice sent scrambling to find extra 
chairs, as more than  200 residents piled in to 
hear candidates peddle their wares.

It’s hard to fathom the surge in interest, but 
the three tickets fighting it out for Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board seats, and the departure 
of two incumbents, giving way to fresh faces, 
may have contributed.

Some credit must go to organiser Graham 
Pettersen, who was out earlier in the day with 
a sandwich board promoting the event.

The meeting didn’t disappoint for drama and 
humour, as the scabs of often bitter conflicts 
between councillors and board members and 
community groups were quickly ripped open. 
The rawness of the campaign was evident, with 
councillors Chris Darby and Richard Hills both 
outlining death threats made on social media 
pages. The responses and reactions from the 
crowd almost derailed the meeting. 

For light relief, the New Zealand Trump 
Party headed by the ebullient Kevin Brett 
(down with rates, out with the Unitary Plan and 
kill the rats) provided it in spades.

As these meetings go, it provided an excel-
lent snapshot of all the main issues, particularly 
the disconnect between the councillors and the 
local board, the need to protect democracy and 
openness, and the difficulties of getting shrink-
ing budgets spent in local areas.

Maybe it is just my blurred and failing eye-
sight, but the average age of those attending 
seemed to have dropped by a few years: from 
late 60s to early 60s, perhaps.

So how did the candidates fare?
North Shore Ward council candidates
Chris Darby somewhat surprisingly got 

dragged into the death-threats issue. Ignoring 
them and keeping to the issues in a statemans-
like manner was probably a better option for 

someone with long experience and  a solid track 
record. He outlined his achievements as chair 
of the council Planning Committee, but was 
honest about the challenges ahead in a grow-
ing city – particularly  around the environment 
and provison of public transport. Sagely he 
reminded the audience that a councillor’s job 
is to serve the electorate but also consider the 
issues facing the wider city as a whole.

Grant Gillon (More for the Shore)  was 
arguably the best performer on the night. 
He deftly highlighted the issues facing the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board during his 
term, while not getting drawn into detail on the 
disagreements. He managed to clearly explain 
complex issues, such as ferry agreements.

Danielle Grant (More for the Shore) 
started with great energy and enthusiasm that 
turned into breathless, zealous dogma by her 
third time behind the microphone. A Kaipatiki 
Local Board chair, her focus on empowering 
local boards may have overshadowed the 
councilor role she was standing for. Would 
have been better to have linked more closely 
with running-mate Gillon.

Richard Hills, in answer to one question, 
he launched into an empassioned history of 
death threats and ridicule that he had endured 
on Facebook and elsewhere on the internet.  
Later recovering his focus he transformed into 
a confident speaker, well across the Auckland 
and local issues.

Anthony Bunting (Independent) was 
absent, as he has been from other candidates 
meetings.

Devonport Takapuna Local Board can-
didates

Aidan Bennett (#afreshapproach) was in 
Japan for the Rugby World Cup. “Not exactly 
making the local body elections a priority is 
he?” a resident sitting alongside the Flagstaff 
said. It was a good question.

Kevin Brett (Trump New Zealand Party), 
who has been a candidate at the last three 
elections, got the most laughs with forthright 

complaints about council’s “bloody rates”. The 
Unitary Plan was unwanted and was creating 
high-rise apartments, which would create 
ghettos and rats. Perhaps wisely he didn’t veer 
into the more controversial area of the party 
manifesto: keeping immigrants out as they are 
taking Kiwi jobs. The comedy reached a high 
point when Brett asked how many in the audi-
ence were being rated out of their homes. One 
person raised their hand.

Gavin Busch (Team George Wood)  em-
phasised his community links through many 
years in Rotary and business acumen as a 
partner in a financial planning firm, where 
he noted difficult decisions were often made, 
but the outcomes then followed through. 
(Unfortunately this approach was at variance 
to George Wood’s on the Takapuna Square 
issue, where he spoke out against his own 
board at a council meeting.)  Solid, if not 
particularly charismatic delivery, giving the 
impression of a hard-working tight forward 
not seeking the limelight but who would get 
the job done.

Paul Cornish (Independent) showed a solid 
grasp of the issues, notably in his highlighting of 
the “unfortunate” disconnect between the local 
board and ward councillors. Organising  a fun 
run in Devonport and his work at Devonport 
and Beachaven squash clubs would have gained 
a few votes from the audience.  Showed a sense 
of humour when meeting chair Lynn Lawton 
repeatedly stuffed up reading out his slogan, 
‘Keep Our Open Spaces’.

Trish Deans (Heart of The Shore) nar-
rowly missed out on election last time and 
seems to have learned from the experience. 
She was much more confident than at the 
2016 candidates meeting, and as one of the 
pillars of Devonport Heritage hammered 
home the need to keep board workshops 
open, with speaking rights for community 
groups and the public.

Donald Horsburgh (Independent), a De-
vonport resident, businessman and long-time 
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public servant (including a stint in IT at 10 
Downing St), impressed with the depth of anal-
ysis he had done on financial issues surrounding 
the board. Perhaps he would have had a higher 
profile in the election race had he joined a ticket.

Ruth Jackson (Heart of the Shore) got 
dragged into the death-threats argument, after 
it was claimed some of the posts were made on 
sites of groups she was involved with. How-
ever, she defused the attacks as calmly as she 
could under fire, and moved on to reinforcing 
the community roots of the Heart of the Shore 
ticket, and advocating the retention of public 
workshops at the board. Won the fashion stakes 
with her pink scarf and hat, coordinating with 
the ticket colours.

Jenn McKenzie (Team George Wood) is 
a Lion Breweries brand manager who makes 
much of being the youngest on the current board 
(she’s now in her 30s), giving her a knowledge 
of youth affairs. Now, she’s throwing into the 
mix the fact she has an Asian partner as further 
evidence of connection with the wider commu-
nity. Trotted out the generally held patter about 
aspirations, to what appeared a not entirely 
convinced audience.

Jan O’Connor (Heart of The Shore)  has 
an almost disarming love of the community, 
but is capable of going off on tangents. Got 
ermbroiled in the death threats argument, but 
made it worse for herself, perhaps, in an attempt 
to deflect, saying she had been bullied for years 
at meetings and had got used to it. Very much 
what you see is what you get.

Dee Scanlan (Trump NZ Party) is the other 
half of the Trump NZ Punch and Judy show.  

Said she spoke three languages As evidence 
of relating to people she gave an example of 
dancing with members of RSAs around the 
North Shore. What would The Donald have 
made of the Dee and Kevin show?

Ian Revell (Team George Wood), a former 
National Party MP, was expectedly polished, 
but kept fundamently to the Team George Wood 
line: a unified board, working pragmatically for 
the community, with candidates living across 
the electorate from Devonport to Castor Bay.  
No surprises, but no fireworks either.

Iain Rea (Heart of the Shore) kept to a 
fairly straight script, touching on the commu-
nity leadership involved in getting successful 
mediation with Ryman over its Ngataringa Bay 
village. Active in environmental issues since, 
his quietly spoken delivery was not entirely 
suited to the rambunctiousness of the evening.   
But his thoughtfullness would have left a fresh 
and lingering aftertaste.

Mike Sheehy (Team George Wood), 
the long-time North Shore businessman and 
Bayswater resident, kept to the Team George 
Wood line: a united board getting things done. 
Presented as a safe pair of hands under the high 
ball.  But he got onto dangerous ground when he 
said more could be done working behind closed 
doors with council officers. The openness of the 
board seemed to be put into question.

Danny Watson (#afreshapproach)  is 
something of the wild card in the pack. The 
long-time Devonport local, karate instructor 
and prominent former broadcaster said he was 
standing after he saw the news that a pedestrian 
crossing on Bayswater Ave was going to cost 

$300,000. Part of a ticket, but came across more 
as his own man, a strong character who spoke 
of his Maori ancestry in discussing solving 
problems through consultation. Some in the 
audience may have been left wondering how 
he would butt up against the sometimes Yes 
Minister culture of Auckland Council.

George Wood (Team George Wood)  
presented as somewhat embattled, rather than 
a chair of a successful board and a ticket that 
was about to sweep to power.  Seemed to inti-
mate public workshops would be under threat 
if he got back in. Was better when he focused 
on some of the board’s achievements, such as 
securing $47 million for a Lake Rd upgrade. 
When he called former board member Mike 
Cohen (in the audience as an observer) to order, 
Wood showed he had at least retained his sense 
of humour.

John Wood (Future Focus), a mediator 
who has had a long business career, seemed 
genuine, and pushed his creditials for election 
as best he could in the face of more experienced 
campaigners. Read from notes, which shows 
preparedness, but came across as stilted at these 
types of meetings.  

Toni van Tonder (#afreshapproach), the 
Devonport BID manager and arts enthusiast, 
perhaps showed political naiviety getting 
sucked into the death-threats issue – supporting 
Hills. Decided to stand after seeing the board 
in action and feeling it could do much better. 
With young children and wide community con-
nections, she could offer a genuine link to the 
younger set. Interesting fact: she teaches te reo 
to kids at Vauxhall School on a voluntary basis.

THETRUMP
NZPARTY

VOTE Dorothea Akenese SCANLAN
VOTE Kevin BRETT

Dorothea Akenese 
SCANLAN

Kevin BRETT

RATES You are paying a disproportionate 
share of the Auckland Super City’s rate bill.  
The Trump Party wants those rates down.  
You are renting your own houses off the 
council. Your water bills are through the 
roof.  We want them down.
THE UNITARY PLAN is going to destroy 
our area. Three-storey high apartment 
blocks or more will lead to ghettos,  
poverty, disease and crime plus more rats. 
Let’s kill it and the rats.
NAVY BASE Let’s kill this talk of closing 
down our navy base.  The navy presence  
is preventing crime in our area.

250,000 PEOPLE CAME INTO NZ 
on work permits to take NZ jobs.  
Your civic leaders were silent.   
The Trump party will not be silent. 
You don’t have to look far to see 
what we are on about.  This must 
stop. The Government agreed to  
the CPTPP with opposition help.  
We now have rule by the  
corporations. Invest or State Dispute  
Settlement Clause gives power to  
corporations. Workers including  
professionals will flood into this 
country from the CPTPP countries.  
They will work for less than you.
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Candidates for Devonport-Takapuna Local Board

#AFRESHAPPROACH 
  
I’m standing to provide 
a fresh approach 
and a positive voice 
for our community. I 
want to build genuine faith in our local 
board. I will actively prepare our slice 
of paradise for the future by supporting 
our town centres to prosper, cleaning 
up our beaches and waterways and 
protecting our coastal environment for 
the next generation. I have a proven 
record of community and business 
leadership. Vote for #afreshapproach.

AIDAN  
BENNETT

Local Body Elections

KEEP OUR OPEN 
SPACES
Community life has 
been a focus for 25 
years, with my passion 
and energy influential in 
the reinvigoration of the 
Victoria Theatre and two squash clubs, 
AND the staging of community events. 
I’d put this experience to strategic use, 
focusing on the conservation of our open 
spaces, supporting community groups 
and improving transport links. Through 
collaboration I’d form part of an effective 
board and, as a Chartered Accountant, 
achieve optimal value from board funding.

HEART OF THE 
SHORE
My commitment is 
to genuinely consult 
with the community 
and improve local board engagement 
with council, so that we can build a 
high-quality local infrastructure, develop 
a coherent public transport system, 
contest the removal of local services, 
safeguard our natural and heritage 
environment, strengthen our libraries, art 
centres and community amenities, and 
promote positive mental health policies. 
I have developed the experience to 
provide that voice.

VOTE for the ONLY TEAM with the proven record to fight for retaining the 
Takapuna Beach Holiday Park and the Takapuna Carpark - Home of the Sunday Market

SHORE ACTION

authorised by John Gillon, 186 Beach Haven Rd, 021 0497933
Council & Local Board Local Board Local Board Local Board Local BoardCouncil     

PAUL  
CORNISH

TRISH 
DEANS

INDEPENDENT
I am a Devonport 
resident of 16 years, 
a business owner with 
senior management 
experience in private 
and public sectors, including seven 
years at 10 Downing St. To get the 
best for everyone, the board must 
improve its engagement to understand 
the community’s needs. We need a 
constructive, working relationship with 
council to get things done. To deliver, the 
board requires skill, enthusiasm and tact 
– less politicking and more action.

DONALD 
HORSBURGH

HEART OF THE 
SHORE
I love the Shore and 
am a vocal communi-
ty advocate. We face 
enormous growth, and I will fight to stop 
the sale of our public land and commu-
nity facilities so desperately needed to 
serve future generations. I am committed 
to genuine consultation and democracy 
– not decisions made behind closed 
doors. I will champion urgent action on 
our polluted waterways and beaches, 
better public transport, and faster fixes 
when things are broken.

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
I am 32 years old. I live 
in Takapuna and have 
been a past president 
of Takapuna Rotary and a Girl Guide 
leader in Hauraki. I am a positive and 
passionate voice advocating for our 
area. I am a strong networker who builds 
collaborative relationships. I am results-
driven and motivated to achieve our 
local board goals. I bring an unbiased, 
strategic approach and open mind to 
issues in our area.

RUTH  
JACKSON

JENN  
McKENZIE

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
I’m 48 years of age, 
live in Narrow Neck 
and work in Takapuna. 
My children attend St 
Leo’s primary and Belmont Intermediate 
schools, and I am on the board of St 
Leo’s. We need a local board that will 
work and engage better with council, 
ensuring we see faster progress, not 
barriers and obstacles, to getting our 
area moving forward. I will listen to your 
concerns and advocate on your behalf.

GAVIN 
BUSCH

INDEPENDENT
I would find solutions 
for Lake Rd, upgrade 
Bayswater wharf, find 
sensible parking solutions at busway 
stations, keep rates low, and keep 
our money in assets and services. No 
park sales. I support fair distribution 
of money for northern board areas, 
including Sunnynook. I support our rich 
history in our heritage buildings and 
arts. I value all our community groups 
and volunteers.

MARY-ANNE 
BENSON- 
COOPER TRUMP NZ PARTY

The council rates 
us highly. I want 
rates down. I I 
hate the Unitary Plan, 
with its ghettos, poverty, disease, crime, 
and rats. Let’s kill it, and the rats. Water 
bills are too high. I want them down. 
Our older residents are being rated out 
of their homes. That must stop. I want 
our Navy Base to stay... Stuff the greedy 
developers. I love our area.

KEVIN 
BRETT
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Candidates for Devonport-Takapuna Local Board

HEART OF THE 
SHORE
A third-term board 
member, I live in Hau-
raki, after many years in 
Castor Bay. Transport is 
our major problem. Lake Rd has been 
on the back burner for too long. Buses 
need seamless connectivity. I oppose 
parking meters for Devonport or Milford. 
AT Local service needs vouchers and to 
be extended to Sunnynook/Forrest Hill/
Castor Bay. We must protect community 
assets especially our Takapuna Library. 
Vote for Heart of the Shore.

TRUMP NZ PARTY  
 
Vote Dorothea Aken-
ese Scanlan. I’m with 
the Trump New Zea-
land Party. We stand 
against the Unitary Plan or any waste of 
ratepayers money. We must resist the 
plan and fight cost overruns on all lev-
els. Unitary Plan equals overcrowding 
equals poverty equals diseases equals 
crime. We stand against increasing 
general rates and water rates. Water is a 
free resource so why is it so expensive?

JAN 
O’CONNOR

DOROTHEA 
SCANLAN

Local Body Elections

HEART OF THE 
SHORE
I’m standing for the 
local board to con-
tinue existing voluntary 
community work. 
I care about how we create a better, 
shared future. I’ve learnt that no indi-
vidual or agency has all the answers and 
positive change comes from construc-
tive dialogue. We own our city and share 
its natural environments – I’ll champion 
those rights. Council shouldn’t just hear 
ideas from the community, it needs to put 
that experience to use.

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
I have a wealth of 
community experience 
and want to give back 
to the same community that has sup-
ported me so generously for many years. 
I have substantial local connections and 
knowledge combined with governance 
experience. I am excited to see our area 
thrive and with a dependable team we 
can make it happen. I joined this team to 
move projects and opportunities forward. 
I have a clear vision for the Shore and 
think it’s time to ditch those holding us 
back from reaching our full potential.

IAIN  
REA

IAN  
REVELL 

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
I’m Mike Sheehy and 
live in Bayswater. I have 
extensive community 
governance experience, including: past 
president of Takapuna Beach Business 
Association, Takapuna and Bayswater 
Community Board member. I am a long-
time retailer, having owned a business 
in Takapuna for over 30 years. We have 
spent too long being held back and it’s 
time to get the momentum building. I am 
results-orientated and determined to see 
our area prosper.

MICHAEL 
SHEEHY

FUTURE FOCUS
Locally we are facing 
many challenges. 
Auckland is strug-
gling with carbon 
emissions, waste and congested roads. 
A business-as-usual approach won’t 
provide solutions. Auckland’s departing 
Chief Sustainability Officer said, “There 
doesn’t seem to be a critical mass of 
people wanting to drive the ambition (to 
change).” I bring the ability to understand 
complex issues, strong business leader-
ship skills, determined advocacy and, 
most importantly, the determination to 
effect necessary change.

JOHN  
WOOD

A FRESH APPROACH
There’s a palpable 
mood for change in 
our community; and 
for good reason. We 
need to build relation-
ships, not walls. The growing pains our 
area is experiencing provide an exciting 
opportunity to deliver better outcomes 
for all; but we need better governance 
and engagement. I’m a member of our 
business, arts, school and zero-waste 
community; I bring the relationships and 
understand the local board function. Vote 
for #afreshapproach.

TONI VON 
TONDER

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
Current board chair; 
extensive experience 
in chairing meet-
ings.  Nine years mayor of former North 
Shore City and six years councillor on 
Auckland Council. Experienced leading 
projects; achieved $47 million in budget 
for Lake Rd upgrade in 2018. Working to 
improve beach water quality and resolve 
pollution issues in Milford Estuary. Big 
advocate for improved public transport 
– established the Northern Busway while 
mayor. Supporter of arts and community 
facilities.

Authorised by J M Bergin, 3/12 Prospect Tce, Milford.

For Council

Joseph 
BERGIN

George 
WOOD

Fair Deal For Shore
 www.fairdeal.co.nz   facebook.com/fairdeal4shore   twitter.com/fairdeal4shore www.fairdeal.co.nz   facebook.com/fairdeal4shore   twitter.com/fairdeal4shorewww.fairdeal.co.nz  www.fairdeal.co.nz  www.fairdeal.co.nz  facebook.com/fairdeal4shore  facebook.com/fairdeal4shore  facebook.com/fairdeal4shore  twitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shore www.fairdeal.co.nz   facebook.com/fairdeal4shore   twitter.com/fairdeal4shore

GEORGE 
WOOD

A FRESH APPROACH 
Kia ora. Local politics 
is just that, local. It is 
about the village you 
live in having a voice 
that will be heard by 
Auckland Council. From Sunnynook and 
Forrest Hill down to Devonport, we all 
want the same things – clean beaches 
and waterways, less congestion on our 
roads and support for the local issues. 
Let’s do it together, combine, make 
some noise and get results.

DANNY 
WATSON
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INDEPENDENT
I have lived on the Shore for 40 years. 
From the Navy in Devonport to busi-
nesses in Albany and Takapuna. I have 
been building on the Shore for the last 10 
years and shake my head at the money 
wasted by the council with regard to the 
RMA and the building-consent process. 
We need a new face who doesn’t believe 
in closed-door meetings, who believes 
that we the ratepayers are paying the 
wages of the councillors we elect. 
Someone who knows how a business 
should be run. If you want a straight 
shooter, vote for me.

MORE FOR THE 
SHORE
Building a strong, 
resilient community. 
Ensuring Auckland 
Council is held to account on trans-
port, the environment and infrastruc-
ture. Experienced businesswoman, 
who has served the North Shore for 
the last six years. Ensuring collabora-
tive partnerships that deliver measura-
ble outcomes. More For The Shore, to 
grow business, protect and clean our 
environment, care for our most vulner-
able, focus on council core business 
and to get our community moving.

ANTHONY 
BUNTING

DANIELLE 
GRANT

TAKING THE SHORE 
FORWARD
Having secured 
$47m for Lake Rd, 
my big-picture vision 
includes transforming public transport, 
progressing light-rail to the Shore, bring-
ing Fullers into line, upgrading Takapuna 
bus station, delivering SkyPath, creat-
ing thriving local centres, making all 
beaches swimmable all the time, secur-
ing a fair share of funding for the Shore, 
and caring for climate through the eyes 
of our children. With your support I will 
continue to tackle the big issues and 
take the Shore forward. 

A POSITIVE VOICE 
FOR THE SHORE
I’ve worked with others 
to deliver positive 
outcomes for our 
community: dramatic increases in public 
transport; action on water quality for 
Takapuna/Milford/Castor Bay; record 
investment in parks; Shore’s first youth 
facility; Lake and Hurstmere Rd funding; 
SkyPath/SeaPath. Priorities: better public 
transport; safer streets; town centre 
investment; funds for arts, parks and 
environment. We need to plan responsibly 
for future generations.

MORE FOR THE 
SHORE 
Devonport Flagstaff
Using experience, 
lengthy community ser-
vice and business acumen to get more done 
for Auckland and North Shore. Developing 
strong productive, collaborative partnerships 
with community and local board, and provid-
ing a strong interface with the town hall. This 
enables enhanced protection for our herit-
age areas, harbour (no more encroachment), 
and support for our community, arts centres, 
pest-free programmes and recycling centre. 
Getting public transport and ferry services 
back on track, reducing congestion.

CHRIS  
DARBY

RICHARD 
HILLS

GRANT  
GILLON

In the last local government 
elections, in 2016, council figures for 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
area show there were: 
• 42,350 potential electors 
• Of those, 19,090 (45.1%) voted, 
compared with a nationwide voter 
turnout of 43 per cent 
• Almost 2000 returned a vote on the 
last day 
• 210 special votes were issued.

Nationally, the highest voter turnout 
in 2016 was in the 70-plus age group 
(89 per cent) and the lowest was in 
the 18-29 age group (34 per cent), 
according to Local Government New 
Zealand.

ELECTION FACTS

Two veterans value ‘wisdom of community’
Long-standing local-body politicians Grant 

Gillon and Mike Cohen were farewelled from 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board last 
week.

Cohen is retiring from politics, while Gillon 
is seeking election to Auckland Council rather 
than standing again at the local level.

Cohen worked for 21 years as a local-body 
politician, including spells as chair of the 
Devonport Community Board and later the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

Gillion was previously an MP and a member 
of the Kaipatiki Local Board. He served two 
terms on the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, 
which he chaired for half the last term.

Both said they were honoured to serve their 
community. 

In his leaving speech, Gillon said despite 
what the public might think, the local board had 
been quite united until recent months, when the 

Takapuna Square issue arose. Often it was con-
structive to disagree and argue through issues.

However, much of the board term was spent 
fighting fires, he said. It had to wage a battle 
to save five parks being sold off. Funding for 
Lake Rd redevelopment, taken away in 2015, 
was only reinstated when the board put Lake 
Rd forward as its one major project for the 
next 10 years. 

And the fight to return the historic building 
at 3 Victoria Rd to the community is ongoing.

Gillon said council policies were constrain-
ing the real influence local boards should have 
on the city. He had learned that on many  issues 
the board needed to “respect the collective 
wisdom of the community… which on the 
whole are quite often right when you take a 
holistic view”.

Mike Cohen said he always took his cue 
from the community, rather than top-down from 

the council. He strived to bring local people into 
the decision-making process “tent”, so they 
were part of the solution.

Residing in the  Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board area are some of the “best brains in New 
Zealand”, many of whom are happy to offer 
expertise to bolster and sometimes counterbal-
ance the view of council officers, Cohen said.

It was sheer luck he had been elected to 
public office, but he loved every minute of 
it: working with the community “trying to do 
something” positive.

The role of a local-body politician is so rich 
and fulfilling Cohen was always amazed more 
people did not stand for election.

• Gillon and Cohen’s departures mean at 
least two new faces will be on the local board 
in the next term. Incumbents George Wood, Jan 
O’Connor, Jenn McKenzie and Mike Sheehy 
are all seeking re-election.
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Pressing issues facing 
the next local board 

• Beach pollution, Wairau Estuary 
and Milford Marina, Lake Pupuke, and 
SafeSwim. Twenty years ago, high on the 
political agenda was a cash-strapped North 
Shore City Council needing to spend the 
lion’s share of its budget cleaning up the 
area’s beaches through improved infra-
structure. 

Two decades on, little has changed, it 
seems.  Water quality at our beaches is poor 
after rain, and Milford Marina is becom-
ing a cesspit of pollution from industrial 
run-off. 

The way the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board marshals increasingly organised and 
skilled local interest groups in the quest for 
action from SafeSwim, and other council 
departments, to improve water quality, 
could be key to its success or failure.

• Environment protection and in-fill 
housing. Population growth in Takapuna/
Milford and the Devonport peninsula from 
apartments and new housing is putting pres-
sure on sensitive areas like Ngataringa and 
Shoal bays. 

Balancing the need to  protect rare-bird 
breeding areas and natural habitats with 
the increasing demands for recreation and 
access to the coastline, and the push for 

walkways and cycleways, is emerging as 
a flashpoint.

• Lake Rd, still. A $47 million upgrade 
is budgeted, but hold-ups in setting up an 
implementation team mean it is still at the 
planning stages. It’s a key board project, but 
being handled by Auckland Transport (AT). 

No doubt the board will  take a lot of stick 
for any botch-ups. In reality, there are too 
many cars on the road; more needs to be 
done to reduce the volume. The  upgrade 
will only be a band-aid solution until rail 
comes to the Shore and tramline spurs run 
to Devonport and Bayswater.

• Board relevance and influence. The 
board has been divided for much of its last 
two terms, making it difficult to put a united 
front to council on key issues: the fight for 
Takapuna Square being an example. 

It has also had a fractious relationship 
with its two North Shore Ward councillors; 
at one stage, board members passed a vote 
of no confidence in the councillors and at 
other times they were barely on speaking 
terms. 

 Council sources say boards have a 
smoother run with officers and decision-
makers when a united board and councillors 
work towards similar goals, such as getting 

an equitable slice of our rates spent locally.
• Transparency and openness in deci-

sion-making. The board is one of only two 
in the city to hold open workshops (Kaipa-
tiki is the other). This is an important part 
of the democratic process, as workshops 
are where bad, inappropriate or sometimes 
plain silly ideas from council officers can 
first raise their heads. Council and AT staff 
are often exposed to public scrutiny – some-
thing they are not always comfortable with. 

However, under George Wood’s chair-
manship, there has been a behind-closed-
doors creep, with a series of private brief-
ings held between the board and the Tupuna 
Maunga Authority, and AT, which puts this 
openness at threat. 

The board oath for members is to serve 
the interests of the residents of the area. 
Serving the interests of council or its agen-
cies is not mentioned. 

• Engagement with residents. Council 
increasingly uses online surveys and Face-
book to publicise events and seek feedback 
on issues and plans. Board meetings are 
often poorly attended. 

How the board keeps its constituents up 
to date with relevant council developments 
needs revisiting. 
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Taking the Shore forward

DARBY   
FOR COUNCIL

“Darby is a rare councillor with a 
long-term, in-depth understanding of the 
city and its possibilities, he's a genuine 
city leader. 

Intelligent, big picture and highly 
effective.” 

– NZ Herald (August 2019)
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VIEW | SUN 11.30 - 12.30 PM
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9834

The choice is yours, so call it where you see it. Take 
this truly fab 1966 ́Wall and Craig ́ architectural 
original 4 bedroom, one level home, tailor it and 
make it your perfect home or demolish it and truly 
capitalise on the waterfront location and build the 
home of your dreams on this 916sqm site. This is a 
waterfront bargain to pounce on.

STANLEY POINT | 12 FIRST AVENUE | Do Up or Demolish | Prime Waterfront

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

A coveted residence of distinction demanding immediate attention where an absolute 
waterfront position offers breathtaking harbour panoramas and views across to the America’s 
Cup Base. First time on the market in over thirty years opening a small window of opportunity 
to make a wise investment. Located on a 1,189sqm section is this approximately 293sqm 
four bedroom family home with your own private access to the water and boat-shed. Built in 
the forties and extended in the late eighties, boasting versatile and vibrant living.

BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD | Clifftop | Panoramic View | Water Access

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60580 | VIEW |  SAT/SUN 1 -1.45 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
TENDER CLOSES | 15 OCT 2019 AT 4PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

PETER VOLLEBREGT 
0274 515 188  
PeterVollebregt@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT 445 3414

VIEW | PHONE TO VISIT SALES SUITE
PRICE | FROM $1.195M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9824

Comprised of 43 luxury residences ranging from two 
bedroom apartments to stunning three bedroom 
penthouses. Featuring large living spaces with 
expansive decks, sophisticated interior design and 
spectacular views. Just a short walk to the vibrant 
town centre and the sands of Takapuna Beach.

TAKAPUNA | 55-59 ANZAC STREET | Unveiling Katrine | Luxury Residences 

GERRY PETRIE 021 923 352 | 916 600
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000CONCEPT IMAGE


