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They’ve got the look... Dorothée Basel with children Lucie (right) and Claire in period costume at a  
screening of the Downton Abbey movie at the Victoria Theatre last Thursday.  More pictures, page 9. 
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Downton comes to downtown Devonport 

Gary Potter 
021 953 021

Glenice Taylor 
021 943 021

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

Future-proofed 
Cottage by the Park

15 Achilles Crescent, Narrow Neck

Open Sunday 11.00–11.30am
or call for an appointment

Two children have been confirmed with the 
measles in separate Devonport early childhood 
centres, according to health authorities.

However, the centres have not been named 
for “privacy reasons.”

The two centres were among the nine 
schools and early childhood centres across 

Measles at Devonport childcare centres
the Waitemata District Health Board (DHB) 
confirmed with measles over the past 36 days, 
according to the Auckland Regional Public 
Health Service (ARPHS).

Of the almost 160 people infected with 
measles in the Waitemata DHB area, more than 
half were so unwell they had to be hospitalised, 

DHB chief executive Dale Bramley said. As of 
11 September, there were 61 cases in Waitakere 
Hospital and 14 in North Shore Hospital.

At press time, there were no confirmed cases 
in Takapuna, Milford, Forrest Hill, Castor Bay 
or Sunnynook schools or early childhood cen-
tres, the ARPHS spokesperson said.
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09 445 9800

The old Devonport Borough Council 
Building at 3 Victoria Rd became 
vacant on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 438 
days. Auckland Council development 
arm Panuku is working through the 
future options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd:  
empty for 438 days
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SPRING

Offers valid 31st August to 28th September or while stocks last.

021 172 8454 
emmaaw@me.com
www.pilateswithemma.com

GROUP CLASSES, 
MANLATES, 1:1 SESSIONS 
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 Reports of a man wearing a wig and tights 
sparked a mass police call-out to Devonport, 
where he was later arrested and charged.

A woman confirmed to the Flagstaff that 
she called police after seeing the strangely 
dressedman walk past her house.

Police said they attended an incident on 
Lake Rd, near Waitemata Golf Course, just 
after 4.30pm where a man allegedly made 
threats towards a woman and her two young 
children, who were all unknown to him.

Police arrived at the location shortly after, 
but the male had left the area. Police spoke 
with the victim who wasn’t injured in the 
incident.

Later in the evening, at around 6.45pm, 
police received a report of a man acting 
suspiciously near Narrow Neck Beach.

Police located the  man who was subse-
quently arrested.

A 35-year-old man has been charged with 
assault with intent to rob and assaults on 
police. He was due to appear in the North 
Shore District Court last week.

Police refused to confirm reports that 
the man had threatened the woman with a 
box-cutter or whether he was a Devonport 
resident.

Uptight man arrested after losing his wig

A community forum, where people from 
outside the health sector give input into health-
board decisions, has held its first two meetings 
in secret.

Waitemata District Health Board (DHB) 
formed the forum earlier this year. Now chief 
executive Dale Bramley says it is the group’s 
decision as to whether it opens the meetings up.

“I will be recommending that they have their 
meetings in public,” Bramley told the DHB’s 
Hospital Advisory Committee last week.

The forum has already proved its worth by 
looking at informed consent and making sugges-
tions for improving the process, Bramley said.

DHB member Sandra Coney requested the 
forum report to the next full board meeting.

Community health 
forum meets behind 

closed doors
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Independent Financial Advice
Call me for a no obligations chat
email: david@davidsmart.co

Phone: 027 543 4455
 www.davidsmart.co

Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

The Devonport RSA is angry it has been 
left in the dark by Auckland Council after a 
landmark memorial pohutukawa died earlier 
this year.

The dead pohutukawa is still standing in the 
‘Memorial Drive’ row of trees, which were 
planted at the Devonport Borough Council’s 
behest in the 1950s, to honour local soldiers 
who fought and died in World War II.

“The Devonport RSA is very concerned 
about the dead pohutukawa tree and we have 
discussed it at length at the executive commit-
tee level,” its president Howard Mace says.

“We believe that the pohutukawa tree should 
be replaced, but also the reason for it dying in 
the first place should be fully investigated.”

Toxins leaching from the adjacent former 
landfill site have been raised as a possible 

cause. “If it is traced back to the former rub-
bish dump, will it affect the other trees in the 
vicinity?” Mace asks.

The RSA would like to see ceremonies, with 
karakia from tangata whenua, take place when 
the dead tree is removed and when a new tree 
is planted.

And it would like to be informed by council 
about any further developments, and involved 
in planning any relevant ceremonies, Mace 
says.

A Devonport gardener fears for the entire 
row of historic trees, saying many of the po-
hutukawa appear to be dying back.

“The council needs to look into it or we will 
lose all of those trees,” Suzi Moore says.

Pohutukawa in dry coastal conditions can 
live for 1000 years, she says, quoting Project 
Pohutukawa; however, this land, near Ngata-
ringa Bay, is reclaimed from a tidal estuary and 
prone to flooding.

The trees endured a hot summer, then have 
spent much of winter in pools of water, which 
places them under stress, Moore says.

When trees are under stress, they are 
vunerable to pests and diseases, such as those 
believed to have caused the death of the tree 
earlier this year.

MPI testing of the dead tree showed a variety 
of fungi and insect pests, with no conclusive 
cause of its death.

Like the RSA, Moore believes a wider 
investigation is needed, including whether 
the water-logged soil could be addressed with 
better drainage and by clearing stormwater 
drains of leaves more often.

In addition, the former landfill adjacent 
to the trees could be leaching toxins into the 
water table.

Whether climate change and rising sea levels 
have anything to do with the dieback should 
also be investigated, Moore says. 

Auckland Council says it is working with 
contractors to determine the best time to 
remove the dead pohutukawa on Memorial 
Drive.

“Before replacing the tree, we will look 
into its cause of death, to ensure the next tree 
has the best chance of survival,” acting head 
of operational management and maintenance 
Sam Pohiva says.

 “In addition to this, we will also be looking 
at the rest of the pohutukawa in the same row 
to determine how they can be taken care of in 
our next work programme.”

•After the Flagstaff raised the issue last week 
Council contacted the RSA to say it would be 
in contact over future decisions.

Tree fears... Horticulturist Suzi Moore says many Memorial Drive pohutukawa appear to be dying back 

RSA wants Memorial Drive tree death investigated 

Three tracks have been carved 
illegally into the northern slopes of 
Takarunga/ Mt Victoria. 

The tracks are 12m, 20m and 25m in 
length, and up to one metre wide and 
40 centimetres deep in parts. 

At one section, the path traverses 
a historic pā terrace and disturbed 
midden, ancient shell deposits dating 
to the pā site, can also be seen.

Illegal tracks on maunga
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Local Body Elections voting is open now for six seats on the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

Who wins will be critical for all residents in our area.

WE NEED AN EXPERIENCED TEAM WHO ARE COMMITTED, DEDICATED AND
PASSIONATE ABOUT PROGRESSING OUR AREA!

The Local Body Elections might not feel as important as other Elections but the decisions made
by the Local Board affect all our lives every single day.

We are a team who is open-minded, non-bias and keen to hear from local residents not
just at Election time but throughout the whole term.

With varying backgrounds, we bring diverse perspectives and opinions, and are united in our
vision to make the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area the best locally in Auckland!

Three of our members currently sit on the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board and are keen to
continue the strong work they have started, however, there’s more work to be done!

A vote for all five TEAM GEORGE WOOD Members is a vote for a bright,
positive and progressive future!

Want to get in touch? Want to add to our list of projects or simply learn more about our team,
our issues and vision? Simply check out WWW.TEAMGEORGEWOOD.ORG.NZ

MOVING FORWARD POSITIVELY

VOTE TEAM  
GEORGE WOOD

TE

JENN  
McKENZIE

IAN  
REVELL

GEORGE 
WOOD

MIKE  
SHEEHY

GAVIN  
BUSCH

Authorised by G. Wood, 54 Grenada Street, Forrest Hill. 021 0822 0925
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Cloud with a gold lining for BIS cyclists 

Years of training and sticking to their race 
plan paid off for the Belmont Intermediate 
School (BIS) cycling team, who won gold at 
the North Island Intermediate Road Champs 
in Taupo.

The boys Year 8 team, which also included 
one girl – Ben Bowen, Jack Gerken, Jodie 
Blackwood and Dan McClune – beat close 
rivals Palmerston North by 2 seconds.

“The A Team rode like pros and executed 
their plan perfectly in miserable conditions, to 
finish first in the team time trial,” says parent 
and coach, Andy McClune.

It was the first gold for the BIS cycling group 
as a whole, who started training twice-weekly 
five years ago.

McClune says the the focus is on fun and 
learning skills, with racing optional.

Jodie went on to win the under-14 girls hill 
climb at the Cycling New Zealand Northern 
Tour, which McClune says is “painful for 
anyone that tries it” and included secondary 
school riders.

Boys Jodie knows from Takapuna Grammar 
(TGS), Westlake and Auckland Grammar 
schools ran up the hill alongside the Belmont 
riders and cheered them on.

Jodie credits her football training in the 
Forrest Hill Milford U13 Academy Team with 
building up her strength through a conditioning 
programme, which she says helped her win.

Her mother, Rachel Blackwood, says Jodie is 
a determined girl who strives to succeed.

Jodie enjoys the weekly training rides with 
the BIS team on Thursdays at 6.30am, and in 
combination with TGS cyclists on Sundays.

Gold medallists... (above, from left) Dan McClune, Jodie Blackwood, 
Jack Gerken and Ben Bowen and top left the Belmont Intermediate 
Year 8 team in action in Taupo

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Spring is in the air
Welcome to spring and its already apparent that interest in the property 
market is just starting to pick up a bit - our banks tell us they are all flat 
out with enquiries and new loans as the low interest rates kick in to 
attract borrowers, just as this has helped turn things in Australia where 
the property market is bouncing back a bit over there.
Banks are also lending over 80% when they have available capacity 
but it is always better to try and get the 20% deposit if possible 
because over 80% loans come with extra conditions and higher rates 
and/or upfront fees. One condition they all have is the requirement to 
get a Registered Valuation on any over 80% purchase. This makes it 
pretty much impossible to buy at auction unless its passed in and you 
can negotiate a conditional sale.
The other thing that banks are focussing more and more on is the 
borrowers’ spending patterns to make sure they [the bank] comply 
with the Responsible Lending Act. So if you are intent on borrowing, 
try to avoid unnecessary spending or cash withdrawls from places like 
TAB or casinos to ensure your last 3 months of bank statements are 
thrifty and squeaky clean!

www.progressiverm.co.nz

+64 272 809 804

• Pre-purchase asbestos survey

• Asbestos sampling and identification

• Refurbishment assessment works

• Asbestos removal management

‘Assessing your asbestos risk in Devonport’
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Devonport 4/7 Eton Avenue    2 B   1 C   1 D   1 I

Brad Johnstone HOF
M 021 779 904 P 09 486 9240
brad.johnstone@harcourts.co.nz
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 
2008

For Sale
$889,000
View www.harcourts.co.nz/TK34483

SOLD First Weekend 

I have several Buyers who missed this one. If you are considering selling call me to discuss!

While situated in the most adorable Cheltenham position a short flat stroll from both Cheltenham Beach 

on one side and Torpedo Bay Beach on the other, an easy walk to the lovely Devonport Village and the

Ferry to the CBD. This approximate 100 m2 ground floor one level apartment is just waiting for you to put 

your stamp on it. The Apartment is backing onto the beautiful Devonport Domain at the end of Eton Ave 

being one of Cheltenham's superior streets and is priced competitively, well below comparable properties. 

Cheltenham Diamond $889,000

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

The Devonport Dream
The wait is over to find the perfect family home in sought-after Devonport. Not just 
any home — a beautifully renovated character bungalow. Light, bright and warm, and 
inviting, with great indoor-outdoor flow, a modern kitchen and north-facing outdoor 
entertainment area. Entertaining your friends and family will be a breeze this summer. 
Offering four bedrooms and two separate living areas, this home functions well for the 
growing family, along with plenty of room to park the boat. The hard work has already 
been done, so you can enjoy an easy life in this tight-knit community. The property has 
the huge added bonus of solar panels, allowing for sustainable living.
The location is an absolute dream — you are within 11 minutes’ walk of the village and 
five minutes to Cheltenham Beach. Charming Devonport village offers speciality stores, 
boutiques, cafes and restaurants, and of course the theatre, while just minutes away by 
ferry is Auckland’s thriving CBD. Local residents are zoned for the excellent schools.
This is a rare opportunity to enjoy everything Devonport has to offer.  
Don’t delay — make sure you see this warm and cosy home!

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

Devonport 73 Albert Road 4 2 3

Auction
Auction on site, 
Sunday 29th September at 12.00pm

View
Saturday & Sunday 1.00-1.45pm
www.harcourts.co.nz/BI37677

Matthew Swan
M 021 129 3315
E teamswan@harcourts.co.nz

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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The amount of funding available to Devon-
port for America’s Cup events will become 
clearer on 23 September.

Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic 
Development  (ATEED) will make a presenta-
tion to the “BID (Business Improvement Dis-
trict) family” on how to apply for money from 
an America’s Cup funding package, BID growth 
specialist Claire Siddens told a Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board workshop last week.

Devonport will be a focal point for America’s 
Cup action, and board member Jenn McKenzie 
was concerned that ATEED had committed no 
budget to the area, or to Takapuna and Milford.

Millions of dollars is being spent on the city 
side of the harbour by ATEED and it was im-

portant “to get some clarity on how local BIDs 
are going to be funded” to support the America’s 
Cup programme, McKenzie said.

Devonport BID manager Toni van Tonder 
said the Devonport Business Association had 
set up a cup sub-committee and held workshops 
and community meetings with input from  
ATEED’s America’s Cup events chief Brad 
Pivac.

An action plan has been developed and a paid 
part-time grant-writer and fundraiser employed 
to support the association, van Tonder said.

She felt the DBA has a “very good relation-
ship” with ATEED over the cup.

“We feel this is a great opportunity to show-
case Devonport,” van Tonder said.

A ‘glow your boat’ regatta off Devonport on 
27 February 2021 is one idea being floated for 
the America’s Cup.

A draft proposal has already been lodged 
with the Auckland Harbourmaster.

The Devonport Business Association is also 

negotiating with Wakatere Boating Club to buy 
old Optimist dinghies (set to be replaced next 
year) to use as artworks or storyboards around 
Devonport during the America’s Cup event, 
BID manager Toni van Tonder said in a report 
to the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

The extra money a free-ferry 
promotion brought into Devonport 
would almost make it worthwhile for 
local businesses to pay for the boat 
trips themselves.

That was a humourous aside by 
Devonport BID manager Toni van 
Tonder during a report to a Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board workshop. And 
the figures would almost stack up.

On a free-public-transport day 
in June, when thousands crowded 
onto the ferries for a free day trip to 
Devonport, spending in Devonport was 
boosted by 25 per cent – nearly $80,000 
– compared to a standard Sunday.

Van Tonder revealed Ful lers’ 
relationship with the Devonport 
Business Association (DBA) has been 
poor – even though Devonport is a 
major destination for tourists using 
Fullers ferries.

“A meeting with Fullers’ sales and 
development manager in September, 
indicated a genuine lack of knowledge 
of Devonport as a destination.”

“Until recently, all attempts to work 
collaboratively with Fullers have yielded 
little result,” van Tonder said.

However, a new sponsorship 
manager, Andree Anderson, supported 
the DBA’s Fashion on the Wharf event 
by giving the DBA free advertising on 
the ferries, and 40 return tickets for 
VIPs. After the event, Van Tonder took 
Anderson on a tour around Devonport 
and talked through partnership 
possibilities.

Local board chair George Wood 
said despite Fullers’ breakdowns and 
timetabling difficulties, it was in the 
company’s best interests to work with 
the DBA.

Van Tonder said typically a new 
Fullers employee would make an effort 
at establishing a better relationship, 
but “three months later they are gone”.

Artweek event and party back next month 
Glow@Artweek and the popular Friday 

After Five street party will again be held in 
Devonport in October.

The three October events in the Devon-
port  Business Improvement District (BID)
programme are a heritage walking tour and 
audio launch on 5 October, Glow@Artweek 
at Windsor Reserve on 18 and 19 October, 
and  Friday After Five on Clarence St on 18 
October.

Glow@Artweek is in its fifth year, and put 
on jointly by the Devonport Business Associ-
ation and Unitec. Groups of Unitec students 
set up light pavilions on Windsor Reserve. 
The event has a zero-waste brief and Vector is 
again powering the installations with its latest 
renewable technology.

Held over two nights from 5pm to 10 pm, 
Glow and Friday After Five are attended by 
8000-10,000 people, adding between $100,000 
and $150,000 to business turnover, depending 
on the weather, Devonport BID manager Toni 
van Tonder told a Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board workshop last week.

The combined cost of both events is 
$35,000.  A $20,000 grant was requested from 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

The Devonport BID also applied for $5000 
to go towards a Travelling Fare progressive 
dinner in winter and promoting a Mataraki 
Dish – a special offering put on the menu by 
Devonport eateries. Both promotions aimed 
to increase business at the quietest time of the 
year, Van Tonder said.

America’s Cup funding details coming soon

Glowing with the flow

Free ferries 
floated 



September 20, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 7 

Issue 102 - September 2019  www.channelmag.co.nz64

Reduce congestion, improve 

           public transport

• Reduce Lake Road and Onewa Road
   tra�c congestion

• Fund the renewals of Northcote and 
   Bayswater Wharves (currently 10 year delay)

• Rein in Auckland Transport

• Fully integrate public transport
   routes, fairs and timetables

• Fund Takapuna Bus Station
   improvements (currently 10 year delay)

• Improve shared pedestrian/cycle
   paths, including Wairau Road

• Walking and cycling across the 
 Harbour Bridge connected to Seapath

• Safe cycle loop and shared paths

• Sort Devonport Ferry services contract

• More exciting policies on transport,
   community, finance and the 
   environment are available at

morefortheshore.org.nz
    facebook.com/morefortheshore

More For The Shore
Danielle Grant and Grant Gillon want More For The Shore. We are both experienced local body representatives,
having been Chairs and now Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. We understand that being a councillor
is much more than just putting on a brave face, crossing your fingers and hoping for the best. It is about providing real 
leadership, asking the tough questions and making decisions that improve the lives of the people and businesses 
in our community - getting More For The Shore.

Danielle Grant .. “I am an experienced local government representative with a proven track record of results in our 
community. As the only woman standing for Council and a successful business owner, I bring a unique and qualified 
perspective, ensuring that our community has genuine consultation and balanced decision making.”

Grant Gillon .. “I am a successful business owner, and lifelong resident of the North Shore. I have a reputation for bringing
people together to achieve results for our community. We need a return to accountability, transparency and genuine 
community consultation.” 

LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS 2019: 
DANIELLE GRANT AND GRANT GILLON

More For The Shore – It’s time for change
Danielle Grant and Grant Gillon want More For The Shore. We 
are both experienced local body representatives, having been 
Chairs and now Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. 
We understand that being a councillor is much more than just 
putting on a brave face, crossing your fingers and hoping for 
the best. It is about providing real leadership, asking the tough 
questions and making decisions that improve the lives of the 
people and businesses in our community - getting More For 
The Shore.

Danielle Grant: “I am an experienced local government 
representative with a proven track record of results in our 
community. As the only woman standing for Council and a 
successful business owner, I bring a unique and qualified 
perspective, ensuring that our community has genuine consultation 
and balanced decision making.”

Grant Gillon: “I am a successful business owner, and lifelong 
resident of the North Shore. I have a reputation for bringing people 
together to achieve results for our community. We need a return to 
accountability, transparency and genuine community consultation.”

Reduce congestion, improve public transport
• Reduce Lake Road and Onewa Road traffic congestion
• Fund the renewal of Bayswater Ferry Wharf and improve 

Northcote and Beach Haven Ferry services
• Rein in Auckland Transport 
• Fully integrate public transport routes, fares and timetables
• Fund Takapuna Bus Station improvements  

(currently 10 year delay)
• Improve shared pedestrian/cycle paths, including Wairau Road
• Walking and cycling across the Harbour Bridge connected to 

Seapath
• Safe cycle loop and shared paths
• Sort Devonport Ferry services contract 
• More exciting policies on transport, community, finance and the 

environment are available at the links below. 

morefortheshore.org.nz    facebook.com/morefortheshore 

Grant Gillon and Danielle Grant.

We are both experienced local body 
representatives, having been Chairs 
and now Deputy Chairs of our 
respective local boards.
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Reduce congestion, improve 

           public transport

• Reduce Lake Road and Onewa Road
   tra�c congestion

• Fund the renewals of Northcote and 
   Bayswater Wharves (currently 10 year delay)

• Rein in Auckland Transport

• Fully integrate public transport
   routes, fairs and timetables

• Fund Takapuna Bus Station
   improvements (currently 10 year delay)
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   paths, including Wairau Road

• Walking and cycling across the 
 Harbour Bridge connected to Seapath

• Safe cycle loop and shared paths

• Sort Devonport Ferry services contract

• More exciting policies on transport,
   community, finance and the 
   environment are available at

morefortheshore.org.nz
    facebook.com/morefortheshore

More For The Shore
Danielle Grant and Grant Gillon want More For The Shore. We are both experienced local body representatives,
having been Chairs and now Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. We understand that being a councillor
is much more than just putting on a brave face, crossing your fingers and hoping for the best. It is about providing real 
leadership, asking the tough questions and making decisions that improve the lives of the people and businesses 
in our community - getting More For The Shore.

Danielle Grant .. “I am an experienced local government representative with a proven track record of results in our 
community. As the only woman standing for Council and a successful business owner, I bring a unique and qualified 
perspective, ensuring that our community has genuine consultation and balanced decision making.”

Grant Gillon .. “I am a successful business owner, and lifelong resident of the North Shore. I have a reputation for bringing
people together to achieve results for our community. We need a return to accountability, transparency and genuine 
community consultation.” 

LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS 2019: 
DANIELLE GRANT AND GRANT GILLON

More For The Shore – It’s time for change
Danielle Grant and Grant Gillon want More For The Shore. We 
are both experienced local body representatives, having been 
Chairs and now Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. 
We understand that being a councillor is much more than just 
putting on a brave face, crossing your fingers and hoping for 
the best. It is about providing real leadership, asking the tough 
questions and making decisions that improve the lives of the 
people and businesses in our community - getting More For 
The Shore.

Danielle Grant: “I am an experienced local government 
representative with a proven track record of results in our 
community. As the only woman standing for Council and a 
successful business owner, I bring a unique and qualified 
perspective, ensuring that our community has genuine consultation 
and balanced decision making.”

Grant Gillon: “I am a successful business owner, and lifelong 
resident of the North Shore. I have a reputation for bringing people 
together to achieve results for our community. We need a return to 
accountability, transparency and genuine community consultation.”

Reduce congestion, improve public transport
• Reduce Lake Road and Onewa Road traffic congestion
• Fund the renewal of Bayswater Ferry Wharf and improve 

Northcote and Beach Haven Ferry services
• Rein in Auckland Transport 
• Fully integrate public transport routes, fares and timetables
• Fund Takapuna Bus Station improvements  

(currently 10 year delay)
• Improve shared pedestrian/cycle paths, including Wairau Road
• Walking and cycling across the Harbour Bridge connected to 

Seapath
• Safe cycle loop and shared paths
• Sort Devonport Ferry services contract 
• More exciting policies on transport, community, finance and the 

environment are available at the links below. 

morefortheshore.org.nz    facebook.com/morefortheshore 

Grant Gillon and Danielle Grant.

We are both experienced local body 
representatives, having been Chairs 
and now Deputy Chairs of our 
respective local boards.
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Devonport 79 Stanley Point Road

3 1 1

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 2 Oct 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.45pm

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Sun drenched, sea views with upside

Absolutely drenched in all day sun and nestled in amongst multi-million dollar homes is this very

modest and affordable character home, boasting views out over Auckland harbour towards the

bridge, with stunning sunsets a common sight. Originally built in the 1950’s, it shares many features

of the Group Architects era of New Zealand design, which was all about modesty, innovation and

affordability, and whilst still very liveable, it could also benefit from renovation. The current owners

have commissioned plans by local architect Bruce Macfarlane to enhance this character home and

have secured Resource Consent to do so. But their circumstances have changed and they are no

longer able to see it all through, so this is your chance to take over or simply to enjoy it as is.

bayleys.co.nz/1470269

bayleys.co.nz
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Downton Abbey screening at the Vic

Class acts… Dani Gardiner (left) and Anita Stewart

ALTOGETHER  BETTER Residential  / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

With 10 years in the industry, and most recently 18 months 

selling commercial real estate, Kathryn is now back doing what 

she does best – selling residential homes on the North Shore.  

Call Kathryn today! BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008.

021 490 480
kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

Kathryn Robertson

BETTER
ALTOGETHER
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When it comes to assessing the state of 
the property market, it’s worth remembering 
that there is no ‘one market’ and at this 
moment this could not be truer. Whilst the 
media is reporting that Auckland house 
prices are flat or falling, when you examine 
the local Devonport market that is not the 
case.

The fact is that Auckland is not one 
property market; nor is the North Shore. To 
really understand the property market, you 
have look at individual suburbs and even 
categories of property sales within a suburb. 

This is best demonstrated in this chart, 
which tracks the 12-month moving trend of 
median sales price for just houses; comparing 
Devonport with the North Shore and wider 
Auckland region. Whilst the median sale 
price across the Auckland region remains 
flat, as it has for over two years now, and the 
North Shore slips lower, Devonport median 
house prices have rebounded. 

The median sales price of Devonport 
houses began to ease, back in March 2018, 
just as North Shore house prices were easing. 
Across the wider Auckland region prices had 
already plateaued some 12 months earlier. 
The Devonport median sales price fell for the 
next year until, in April of this year a recovery 
began. 

Recoveries can be false dawns; however, 
four months later, the fact is prices are 
continuing to rise. Certainly, as yet prices 
have failed to recover all of the fall of the 
prior year, but current median sales prices 
are now within 3% of the peak, having fallen 
by 10%.

This recovery of sales price for houses 
is though set against a backdrop of low 
sales volumes. In the past three months, 
just 23 houses sales were recorded (down 

30% year-on-year) with just 25 new listings. 
Traditionally price increases follow increases 
in sales volumes, but at this time the low 
turnover would appear to be the driver, with 
stronger demand set against limited options 
of property for sale, leading to this pricing 
pressure.

Entering September, the market is already 
buoyed by a raft of new listings and with 
more to come in the next few weeks, setting 
the scene for an interesting Spring market.

AUGUST 2019 PROPERTIES PRICES
Properties 

on the market 
(as at 31 Aug)

Properties 
Listed 

(Jun/Jul/Aug)

Properties 
Sold 

(Jun/Jul/Aug)

Variance in 
moving annual 

total sales
Median Sale Price 

($M) 
(3 months to Aug)

Variance 
compared
to last year

All
Properties 37 36 36 $1.370M

Houses 26 25 23 $1.850M
Units 0 4 4 $642,250

T/houses
Apartments 11 7 9

-23% +9%

+24% -6%

-30% +20%

+0%

Devonport house prices on the rise

DevonportProperty.nz 
REPORT - AUGUST 2019 
Written and produced by Alistair Helm, Licensed real estate salesperson

Alistair Helm
021 610 510 
alistair.helm@bayleys.co.nz
www.devonportproperty.nz
www.alistairhelm.co.nz BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

www.devonportproperty.co.nz
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All booked up... Literary 
characters came to life 
at the St Leo’s School 
Book Day. Devonport’s 
Paradox Books supplied 
a selection of children’s 
books for display at the 
school, many of which 
were purchased  
and donatedto the  
St Leo’s library.

St Leo’s Book Day brings out the characters

Left: Showing their 
stripes… (from left 
to right) Ivy Wallis 
(11),  Ivy Sharplin (9), 
Honor Hansen (9) and 
Lily Sharplin (9) 

 

Authorised by Aidan Bennett, 14 Blomfield Spa, Takapuna.

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board

#afreshapproachDANNYDANNYDANNY

aidanaidanaidan

tonitonitoni
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Election slideshow – caption contest

You know it’s election time when local-body candidates are out and about doing weird and wonderful 
things. Auckland North Shore ward councillor Richard Hill and Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Jenn McKenzie try out the slides, while attending the new Stanley Bay School playground opening. (Story 
and pictures, pages 30,31.)
Send in your captions to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz by 27 September. The best wins a $40 book token. 
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A major upgrade at Victoria Theatre was due 
to be announced as the Flagstaff went to press.

Plans are well advanced for $730,000 of 
improvements to the theatre foyer.

Full details on the plan were to be unveiled 
at the Victoria Theatre Trust’s AGM on 
Wednesday night. 

The trust hopes to raise about $200,000 from 
the local and wider Auckland communities, 
with the rest coming from grant applications 
to the Lotteries Commission and Foundation 
North.

The work will be carried out in stages. First, 
the foyer will be enlarged by altering the inter-
nal layout and installing new acoustic doors to 
enable more room for audiences to queue and 

Around 60,000 patrons attended the Victoria Theatre over the last year, including 
8000 going to performing arts and private-hire events.

“The Vic Lounge and fourth cinema dual-activity space has come into its own this 
year,” Margot McRae said in her report to the Victoria Theatre Trust (VTT) AGM on 
Wednesday.

“Having the fourth screen has helped the movie programming, and people have 
reacted positively to the low-key, home-lounge feeling of the room.” 

Trust co-chair McRae was optimistic money could be raised for the $730,000 
foyer upgrade.

“Back in 2010, we raised $86,000 from the Devonport community in only a few 
months to reopen the theatre, so we are pretty confident we can do this again.”

Regular columns will run in the Flagstaff and a relaunch of Friends of the Vic is 
planned.

 In the last 12 months, $110,000 has been spent on two rows of new seats for the 
Victoria cinema, air conditioning to the Albert cinema and its projection room, two 
electronic projector upgrades, conversions to LED lighting, surround-sound speaker 
replacements to two cinemas and plumbing upgrades. 

Recently, the Victoria stage restoration was completed. 
•  The trust farewelled long-time board member David Downs. He had been on the 

board for seven years as treasurer and secretary and carried on with these duties, 
even when in Boston going through cancer therapy.

•  Long-time Devonport resident and retired accountant David Harrop has joined as 
new treasurer. Rebekah Nolan has resigned after 18 months on the board, with 
Richard Dellabarca replacing her.

•  Libby Boyd, Mark Pearce and Hamish Grotrian continue on the board. Margot McRae 
and Mark Sigglekow have been re-elected as co-chairs.

mingle before events.
The Vic is a well-established part of the De-

vonport community, said trust co-chair Margot 
McRae. 

“It is also known throughout Auckland as a 
boutique cinema and arts venue and we believe 
there’s a lot of support out there.”

Co-chair Mark Sigglekow added: “The Vic is 
running well now, but we need to improve the 
look and comfort of the building. We’ve come a 
long way since we took over the theatre in 2009, 
when it was unusable.

“It’s now a thriving feature of Devonport and 
we need to build on that.” 

To donate go to: thevic.org.nz or givealittle.
co.nz

Fourth cinema working well

LIVE MUSIC
Every Friday

 20th Nocturnal Collecive from 9pm

 27th Father and Son from 9pm

REMEMBER
Weekly Specials

 MON Pie and Pint Day $20

 TUES Quiz Night  7.30pm 

 WED 2 for 1 Main Meal Night

  FRI Our famous Happy 
Hour from 4-7pm

  Kids eat FREE from the 
kids menu every weekend 
and throughout the  
school holidays

RUGBY
World Cup LIVE

All games will be shown LIVE  
at The Patriot

PATRIOT PICKS – MUST 
WATCH

 Friday 20th September 
OPENING CEREMONY

Saturday 21st September 
NZ vs. South Africa 9.45pm

Sunday 22nd September 
Ireland vs. Scotland 7.45pm 
England vs. Tonga 10.15pm

Thursday 26nd September 
England vs. United  States 10.45pm

Sunday 29th September 
Australia vs. Wales 8.45pm

 Monday 30th September 
Scotland vs. Samoa 11.15pm

 Wednesday 2nd October 
NZ vs. Canada 11.15pm

WHAT’S ON
IN SEPTEMBER

14 Victoria Road Devonport 
Ph 445 3010 

www.thepatriot.co.nz

New foyer... how the remodelled Vic will look 

Foyer facelift planned for 
Victoria Theatre
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By Rob Drent

I’m not holding my breath that Devonport 
will get any major boost in funding for Amer-
ica’s Cup events in 2021. 

A meeting is planned on 23 September,  
when Business Improvement Districts – in-
cluding Devonport’s – will be told by council 
tourism arm ATEED how to apply for a pool 
of money.

It’s unclear how much money is up for grabs, 
but it’s unlikely to total what has already been 
committed to infrastructure and events on the 
city side.

With North Head likely to be a key viewing 
point for the cup racing, surely ATEED and 
Auckland Council should be taking the lead 
to improve facilities and offer some ancillary 
events in Devonport.

It was revealed at a local-board workshop 
last week that ATEED officials are coming 
along to meetings organised by the Devonport 
BID to get some traction in Devonport around 
the event.  

But not much can be done without money. 
And the total BID budget is just a fraction of 
what is being spent nationally on the Ameri-
ca’s Cup.

It’s almost insulting that North Shore BID 
managers Toni van Tonder (Devonport) 
Terence Harpur (Takapuna) and Murray 
Hill (Milford) have to go cap in hand for 
what no doubt will be a few crumbs from 
the ATEED coffers. 

Devonport – along with Takapuna and 
Milford – has become something of a back-
water in terms of promotion and support from 
ATEED.  Even though tens of thousands of 
tourists flood to Devonport each summer, 
ATEED appears more interested in promot-
ing Waiheke and downtown Auckland. It 
even opted out of putting money towards the 
Devonport visitor information centre.

Surely this is a a massive lost opportunity. 
Devonport with its mountains, beaches and 
historic villas is a gem for tourists. Add the 
world-class and expanding Navy Museum, 
and there is good reason for Fullers ferries 
to be clogged during the summer months.

I’ve always felt the charming Devonport 
Museum in Mt Cambria is something of a 
lost opportunity, given its limited opening 
hours.

A few bucks from ATEED could have a 
history graduate employed to open the mu-
seum during business hours for all to enjoy. 

Talking of money, a major reality check 
for all aspiring Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board candidates was spelt out last week, 
in no uncertain terms, at a board workshop: 
there is no more money coming the board’s 

way anytime soon. So any candidates offer-
ing election bribes to solve problems in the 
area should be marked down accordingly. 

BID managers were applying for money 
for programmes; Milford BID’s Murray Hill 
complained that while costs for events were 
going up, the money provided by the board 
was the same,

Council officers said this was because the 
board’s budget was capped for the next five 
years and mostly likely 10. In summary, 
this was due to the population in other areas 
of Auckland growing much faster than in 
Devonport and Takapuna.

While capital-works budgets – roads, 
buildings, parks improvements – come out 
of separate council accounts, discretionary 
funding – for community facilities like the 
Rose Centre, the Depot and the Devonport 
Community House – are essentially frozen. 
So to give more money to the BID event 
programmes would mean taking it from other 
community groups.

It seems quite inequitable, given rates in 
the Devonport-Takapuna area continue to 
rise. It is an issue that needs to be addressed 
at council level.

Auckland Transport refuses to grant the 
Flagstaff an interview with the head of the 
Lake Rd improvement team. Is this an affront 
to the democratic rights of ratepayers to 
know – through the media – what our money 
is being spent on? What do readers think? 

RUTH
JACKSON

JAN 
O’CONNOR

IAIN
REA

TRISH
DEANS

 FOR DEVONPORT-TAKAPUNA
LOCAL BOARD

WE’RE THE TEAM THAT LISTENS
heartoftheshore.co.nz

Authorised by Trish Deans, 50 Mozeley Ave, Devonport 0624, M 021 0862 6675

VOTE from 20 Sept to 12 Oct
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Your Devonport Specialist
ROWAN RENOUF

M  021 736 683
E   rowan.renouf@harcourts.co.nz

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

“This has been one of the biggest and 
most exciting decisions I’ve had to make 

in the last 15 years”
Rising to the challenge in the winds of change and moving with the times is what real 
estate is all about. So a move to the real estate company that is moving ahead like no 
other and joining Matt Hunt and his award winning team at Harcourts Devonport was 
an obvious choice. 

Specialising in changing market conditions and leading the way as times change is both 
exciting and challenging. Dedication to ensuring best outcomes for clients and customers 
is paramount whether buying or selling. And the specialist you choose to represent 
you must demonstrate diligence and an ability to make your next real estate move as  
stress-free as possible. 

If you are looking for a specialist who will go the extra mile to give you the sound 
advice you need to achieve a successful outcome when selling your home then 
don’t settle for second best, call Rowan first.
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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Imagine the reaction to a news headline 
that reads, “Vandals smash in windows of 
the Victoria Theatre.” Now imagine if the 
reaction of some of your neighbours was, 
“Good on the kids for getting a little fresh 
air…”It’s just a run-down old building, 
what’s the big deal”…”Windows can be 
replaced.” 

But you don’t have to imagine this re-
action, all you have to do is a little word 
swapping and read the very real reaction 
on social media to the vandalism of Mount 
Victoria. “Mt Vic is just scrappy old pas-
ture”… “It’s fantastic to see kids taking 
the initiative”… “It’s. A. Hill – God Bless 
the Kids.”

 Devonport is well known as a place 
that cares about its heritage. Derelict old 
villas are under community surveillance, 
with people ready to ring the Flagstaff and 
council at the first sign of demolition. It is a 
place where the term heritage is used quite 
broadly to define anything that existing De-
vonport residents value about their village. 

The Flagstaff has a running tally of 
how many days the historical Devonport 
Borough Council chambers have been va-
cant and derelict. Plaques in town become 
scheduled heritage in their own right, even 
one that proclaims that nothing happened 
on the site. An oak tree planted in honour of 
Queen Elizabeth’s visit stands tall because 
of a stubborn yellow-ribbon campaign that 
thwarted council’s attempts to expand a 
playground through it. 

One of the charms of living here is that 
irrepressible spirit of stewardship, that 
people here insist on protecting what they 

value. They are lampooned for it in the 
more sophisticated world of Auckland, the 
teenagers roll their eyes and pretend they 
aren’t part of it, but however uncool, it is 
what keeps the spirit of Devonport alive.  

Takarunga/Mount Victoria is a taonga. It 
contains evidence of some of the earliest 
settlement in New Zealand. That whole 
‘hill’ is an archaeological site, with land-
forms and features that tell a story of an 
ancient pa. It is part of the unique pattern 
of settlement that started with the landing 
of the Tainui waka some 800 years ago, and 
possibly even before that. 

While the ancestors of most Devonport 
residents today were out living nasty, brut-
ish, and short lives far away amongst the 
castles of feudal Europe, the first people 
of Aotearoa were in Devonport, building 
their own castles on volcanoes and setting 
up gardens on their slopes. Devonport is 
host to a hangi pit that is so old that there 
are moa bones in the bottom of it. The 
claims of their descendants outshine the 
most staunch “lived here 25-plus years” 
Devonport resident.  

It’s a wonder to me, as someone who 
grew up amongst strip malls, freeways, 
and Disneyland, that this parallel isn’t 
more widely embraced. That people here 
could ignore the fantastic medieval history 
around them and lament that Devonport’s 
other heritage is at risk. Why is that? How 
could one live amongst the giants that are 
Takarunga and Maungauika, and not feel a 
sense of awe? Not wonder about the dramas 
that unfolded beneath our feet, the lives of 
the people who came before? Not feel an 

obligation to protect it more fiercely than 
any Edwardian spandrel or bullnose ve-
randa? Is it ignorance? Is it because these 
people are someone else’s ancestors? 

I started out by calling the illegal and de-
structive trails on Takarunga ‘vandalism’. 

Some may disagree with this term, that 
it suggests malicious intentions rather than 
well-intentioned ignorance. The people 
who did this may well be ignorant of the 
damage they caused, in the same way that 
someone who lets off fireworks in a dry 
area might be ignorant of the probability 
that they will cause a fire. It’s the kind of 
ignorance we should not suffer to continue, 
because of the harm that is caused. 

So if it is indeed ignorance on the part 
of the trail-makers, then it is vandalism 
on the part of Devonport residents to let 
it continue. It shows a failure to educate 
ourselves and our industrious young people 
on our shared history, on the value of our 
heritage places, and on the consequences of 
careless actions. It’s a symptom of a wider 
ignorance of a people who aren’t required 
to learn their own history in school. 

Devonport’s acute sense of responsi-
bility over the heritage of its local area 
aligns beautifully with the Māori value of 
kaitiakitanga. Many residents have joined 
those dots and stand shoulder to shoulder 
with the mana whenua who now own and 
manage our local maunga. They will have 
read the dismissive and scornful local atti-
tudes on display and despaired, wondering, 
“Does Devonport actually care about its 
heritage?” 
Tanya Sorrell

Does Devonport actually care about its heritage?
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Laura Kennedy
P 446 2108   M 021 960 313  E laura.kennedy@harcourts.co.nz

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BYPROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

Serving You First

PARK(ing) DAy DevonPoRt
Friday 20 September, 10:00am–6:00pm 

Devonport Town Centre 
Car parks around the town centre will be 

repurposed for the day with an eclectic range of 
pop-up activities including a skateboard halfpipe, 
campsite and more! If there’s a time to shake off 

winter and come out and play, it’s the Devonport’s 
international PARK(ing) Day! 

Those LeThaLs aT The Bunker
Monday 23 September, 8:00pm 
Bunker, Mt Victoria, Devonport

This young Auckland 5-piece band has been 
making a name for themselves around town for 
the last three years in an indie-folk-soul genre. 
They have appeared Unplugged on Bunker Hill 

several times, and return now, by popular request, 
with a full concert night.

 Make sure you book for this one,  
phone: 09 445 2227. Cost: $20 at the door. 

For more info check out the band’s Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/ThoseLethals/ or visit:  

www.devonportfolkmusic.co.nz. 

into the WooDs JR
Fri 27 September, 6:00pm 

Sat 28 September, 11:00am, 1:00pm & 3:00pm 
Takapuna Grammar, Drama Room (210 Lake Rd) 

CoST: $10 aT The DooR
Enter the enchanted forest, enjoy the amazing 

acting, singing and storytelling. There will also be 
enchanted treats for sale in the foyer – TGS Drama 
Room. A show for *all the family* performed by 
TGS Broadway Squad Elite – a musical theatre 

ensemble of students in Years 11 - 13.  
For more info, visit their Facebook page  

www.facebook.com/events/625229751270785/  
or contact: r.dil@tgs.school.nz

WinTer Fun PreschooL PLay
Tuesdays (incl school holidays), 9:30am–1:00am 

The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont 
Toddler time to play with big toys, be active and 
make new friends. Sessions are casual/free entry, 

caregiver supervision required. For more info,  
visit www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Devonport Peninsula Community eNeWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Gold for BIS 
competitors
Belmont Intermediate student, Han-

nah Williamson, 11, placed first in the 
Year 7 Girls Optimist Yachting Champi-
onship, in the gold class, at the Anchor 
AIMS games in Tauranga last week. 

Around 11,500 students from inter-
mediate and middle schools across New 
Zealand, the Pacific and Asia attended 
the games.

In addition, Belmont’s Alex Yoo won 
two silver medals in swimming, in the 
50m and 100m butterfly events. 

 
‘DRAWN TO WATER’ 

Exhibition of new works by Graham Downs

Art by the sea gallery, 28 September - 14 October 
Opening Saturday 28 September 2.30pm www.artbythesea.co.nz

‘Summertime’ Oil on canvas, 65cm x 83cm

Tw o  f o r m e r 
Takapuna Gram-
mar School 1st XV 
stars are now U19 
National Rugby 
Champions.

Oscar Koller 
and Lochie Mc-
Nair, playing for 
Canterbury, beat 
Auckland 26-17 in 
the final at Taupo 
last Saturday. 

Former TGS stars win 
for Canterbury

Under-19 champs… Oscar Koller 
(left) and Lochie McNair, now a 
hooker,  in Canterbury colours
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New passion instrumental in fufillingly fret-full retirement
He learned to play guitar as a child, but Graham Rowe only decided to start making them as retirement 
beckoned. He tells Helen Vause about the pleasures of creating his own swamp-kauri specials. 

Graham Rowe is a 70-something retir-
ee. With cosy recliner-style chairs in his 
Devonport living room, and on a cold 
wintry afternoon, he doesn’t immediately 
strike you as a rock-band man. But in one 
corner there’s an iconic Fender Stratocaster 
electric guitar, and he has a house full of 
more beautiful acoustic guitars than one 
man could play. 

With the exception of the Fender, the 
guitars have all been lovingly hand-made by 
Rowe. And on close inspection inside them, 
they all have individual names. 

It’s an unusual retirement project, but 
it’s the very satisfying fulfilment of a long-
held dream. For Rowe, his little workshop 
is his happy place and the story of how he 
got to be there is a long one; of his journey 
through music and his eye for great guitars.  

The story begins more than 60 years 
ago, when rock’n’roll was the rage, guitar 
players were the hottest thing around town 
and Rowe was a nine-year-old in Bedford, 
England. Mad keen to get with the scene, 
he made himself a guitar out of cardboard 
and elastic bands – look out Hank Marvin 
and The Shadows. 

That first instrument was never going to 
take him far, but his grandmother must have 
been moved by his enthusiasm because she 
bought him a guitar for his 10th birthday. 

“I loved that guitar. It was the start for 
me, and for years I would always go back 
to playing it.”

With that first guitar, Rowe soon found 
muso mates and formed his first band. Bare-
ly out of primary school, they were belting 
out the hits of the day on nights, weekends 
and every hour they could get away with. 

They had band fever, and practised con-
tinually until they were good enough to be 
playing Saturday nights in the dance halls 
of Bedfordshire. 

The band stayed together until Rowe was 
about 18 years old. He’s proud to recall 
being on billings as part of the warm-up 
for the likes of Lulu and The Animals, 
when they toured through his patch in the 
mid-60s. 

They were exciting years in music, but 
growing up and having to get a day job 
took Rowe into a long career in electronic 
engineering, sales and exporting. It was  a 
working life with a lot of travel that took 
him far from the UK to Africa, Europe 
and beyond. He married, and came to New 
Zealand 30 years ago, settling in Devonport 
with wife Chris and raising their family. 

But whether at home or abroad, a guitar 
was never far from hand, and he found his 
way into the ranks of various bands, with 
gigs and bands always part of his life. 

In Africa, he was on bass in a folk band 
with banjos and whistles, and when he 
first came to New Zealand he was part of a 

bluegrass band. 
Rowe was a very capable guitar player, 

but also quite a handy bloke and he was 
always interested in the workings and 
features of guitars. 

In his 60s, and heading towards retire-
ment, a business trip took him to New York 
and Rowe had the opportunity to take a 
long-awaited side trip.

He took leave and headed for Nazareth, 
Pennsylvania, the town where they make 
the famed Martin acoustic guitars. 

Martin guitars are claimed by many as 
the best in the world and are favoured by 
some of the biggest names in music. 

Martin set up shop in 1883 and these 
days there’s a steady trail of acoustic-guitar 
buffs taking workshop tours to see up close 

Striking a chord... Visiting the Martin & Co workshops in America set 
Graham Rowe on the path to making his own guitars 
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Emma Mackie-Watts
Counsellor
Helping you find a way through:
• grief and loss • anxiety
• depression • trauma
• family and relationship difficulties
• work and career issues

Emma is a professional NZAC-registered  
counsellor, based in Devonport & Auckland CBD. 
I want to help you find answers for yourself.  
Email or call Emma
emma@ejmcounselling.com or 021 140 2592
www.ejmcounselling.com

Navy musuem  1/3 
Fun Palace 

@The Navy Museum
& Devonport Library 

Saturday 5 October
10am-3pm

 Lots of fun free activities 
 for the whole family

 
    www.navymuseum.co.nz

“I’m always 
learning more and 
more about this. It 
is a labour of love 
but I’m lucky to be 

doing something that 
I really love.”

the process of hand-building guitars. 
When Rowe got the chance to visit, he 

told the management he was the founder 
of the Guitar Association of New Zealand.

“That was just a little group I set up for 
all the guys here, who were just playing 
guitar by themselves to get together.”

But it struck the right chord in Penn-
sylvania: “They gave me a really great 
welcome and I spent all day watching those 
guitars being made. I hadn’t realised there 
would be such craftsmen still around, but 
they were there alright and their work made 
a very big impression on me.”

It’s said there are about 300 steps in 
hand-making a guitar, from the time the 
rough wood comes into the workshop 
through to the birth of each instrument – 
and plenty can go awry along the way in 
the wrong hands. 

That day at Martin & Co was a life-chang-
er for Rowe. He decided to go home and 
learn how to make guitars himself.  

Not long after he’d opted to pursue the  
craft, he was accepted into a workshop in 
Wellington run by a couple of noted luth-
iers. Guitar-making became his passion.

Rowe laughs to recall the intensity of 
it all at the time. He was the oldest of the 
12 students in a demanding workshop that 
ran for three weeks, six days a week and 
10 hours a day. 

“It was very full on, but I was very lucky 
to be there. On Sundays I’d recover and do 
my laundry!”

Starting from a flat pile of wood, he 
managed to emerge with a very passable 
acoustic guitar that he was proud to take 
home to Devonport. 

Rowe was hooked and on the way to 
producing guitars for musicians who would 
appreciate the workmanship in them. 

He converted his garage into a workshop 
and began pulling together the precision 
tools and devising the systems he would 
need before he could get to work on hand-

crafting instruments. 
He had plenty of patience – he spent 

nearly a year making jigs for his workshop.
His first instrument is dated January 

2009. The next two, made for his daugh-
ters Deborah and Emily, were very well 
received.  

As more followed, Rowe continued to 
refine his craft. 

His guitars take up to 400 hours to get to 
the stage where they are ready for French 
polishing with his own special home-made 
polish. 

Then he’ll set them up for play, and 
they’ll produce that beautiful sound that’s 
expected of a good acoustic guitar.

“Of course you have a particular end 
product in mind, but you just never know 
until you put the strings on. They’re all 
different,’’ says Rowe. 

“I’m very happy with them, although 
you can always dream about making the 
perfect guitar. I’m always learning more 
and more about this. It is a labour of love 
but I’m lucky to be doing something that 
I really love.” 

The small but growing range of Rowe 
guitars has a distinctly Kiwi touch: the 
bodies are made from ancient swamp kauri, 
giving them a soft golden glow. One has 
been sold and there will be more for sale, 
though he won’t be parted from his very 
first Rowe guitar.

A recent health scare has seen him make 
a few lifestyle changes, which include hop-
ping onto an electric bike when hitting the 
streets with cycling friends. The big gigs 
are probably in the past, but that doesn’t 
mean the music has stopped for Rowe, 
who’s enjoying showing off the sounds 
and styles of his guitars 

“I couldn’t imagine a life without mu-
sic,” he says.

He’s on the lookout for fellow musicians 
who might like to get together now and 
again for a bit of music-making. 

Yes, he’s thinking good old rock would 
be part of that for sure. He loves to play 
his own guitars, but the neighbourhood 
will know all about it if he breaks out the 
Fender. 

“Every boy had to have a Fender,” he 
says.
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DEVONPORT
55 STANLEY POINT ROAD

Leila MacDonald
021 928 926 / 09 215 4394

l.macdonald@barfoot.co.nz

Remuera 09 524 0149

David MacDonald
021 650 901 / 09 215 4395

d.macdonald@barfoot.co.nz

Remuera 09 524 0149

FOR SALE

By Negotiation

VIEWING

Sun 3:00 - 3:45pm

www.barfoot.co.nz/779186

1

OPEN HOME

5 3 2.5 2 2 4

A B C D G F K L

A S  F A R  A S  T H E  E Y E  C A N  S E A !
This iconic cliff top property, positioned on nearly half of an acre of 

green oasis is a peaceful and private luxury sanctuary and offers an 

abundance of leisure, transport and schooling options throughout 

Stanley Point and Devonport. The full city panorama is on show to enjoy 

from the Sky Tower to the sailing boat races and cruise ships. Come 

America´s Cup time there won´t be a better spot to be.

Multiple living areas over two luxurious levels ensure entertaining is a 

must. The main lounge enjoys its own uninterrupted floor to ceiling 

scene across the water to the full twinkling cityscape. The local harbour 

ferry can whisk you to the CBD in 10 minutes to take full advantage of all 

the attractions the city has to offer. Don´t delay. Contact us now!

2 3

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Terms and conditions apply. Talk to your 
local Devonport Barfoot & Thompson 
salesperson for more information.

House needs a 
good spring clean 
before your sale?
Call us now for our FREE spring 
clean or handyman service 
for all spring listings.

Devonport | 09 445 2010 

39 Victoria Road, devonport@barfoot.co.nz
barfoot.co.nz

Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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NSRFC Cup (person who gave most to a 
team), Ian Cassidy; George Coffin Trophy 
(non-committee member who contributed 
most), Dan Ryder;  NSRFC Cup – J8-J5 
(most sporting and conscientious coach), 
Sam Yates; NSRFC Cup – Rippa (most 
sporting and conscientious coach), Mark 
Riggall and Justin Mitchell; Malcolm Iver-
son Memorial Cup – J4-J1 (most sporting 
and conscientious coach), Mark Bullians; 
John Bell Memorial Cup (most sporting 
team), U13 Blue (Taine Kearney); NSRFC 
Cup – outstanding team Girls Rippa, U11 
White (Hamish McLean); Curtayne Eagles 
Cup (outstanding team J4-J6), J4 White; 
Wilcox Cup (outstanding team J1-J3), J1; 
Trevor Lyall Cup (fair play J5-J8, U9), Toby 
McGregor; Roy Buchanan Memorial (fair 
play J1-J4, U11, U13), Max Mikkelsen; 
Gartside Cup (most conscientious player 
in the club), Jack Gerken;  Colin Harvey 
Trophy (for the energetic player who 
was always in the game), Nova Powles; 
McKenty Family Award (hardest-working 
forward), Archer Gray; Colin Parry Trophy 
(most loyal to the club), Jacob Howell; 
Scratchams Cup (outstanding J6), Zoe 
Richardson; NSRFC Cup (outstanding J5), 
Angus McRory; NSRFC Shield (outstand-
ing player J4), Blake Willliams; Kauri Cup 
(outstanding player J3), Charlie Balle;  

North Shore Rugby Club junior prize-giving results

Full house and a plethora of awards... North Shore Rugby Club juniors 
turn out in force for the end of year prize-giving

NSRFC Cup for Most Oustanding Girls Rip-
pa U9 Player, Ella Dibble; NSRFC Cup for 
Most Oustanding Girls Rippa U11 Player, 
Mirim Dallimore;  NSRFC Cup for Most 

Oustanding Girls Rippa U13 Player, Freya 
Kearney;  NSRFC Cup (outstanding player 
J2), Ollie Davies; NSRFC Cup (outstanding 
player J1), Kiefer Holliday.

Open Day
Years 1–13

Saturday 21 September
9.30am–1.30pm

Enrol now
parnellcollege.acgedu.com
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A modern, minimalist 
kitchen. A stunning 
design statement.

kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Visit one of our showrooms today. 
Newmarket 7 Melrose Street, Newmarket (09) 379 3084

Takapuna 3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 488 7201
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Rebecca 
Nelson

Thursday 26 September, 2pm 
Harmony Hall, 4 Wynyard Street

m
et

$5
Only

per ticket

We invite you to join us to see
 Rebecca Nelson’s new show!

Rebecca has a brand new line up of 
fabulous songs for 2019.

She’ll also join us for afternoon tea and 
a chat following the performance.

This is a concert not to be missed!

To RSVP, please phone Janet or Mark on
09 445 0909 by Tuesday 24 September.

7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport
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SOLD

Devonport 35 Rutland Road

4 1 2 1

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 2 Oct 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 1-1.45pm

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Easy living, charm and location

With its charming street appeal and its easy-living layout and location, this early 1900’s cottage-

style villa could well be the home you have been wishing for. Thoughtfully extended and well

maintained, it is perfect for young families or couples wanting plenty of space. Especially appealing

is the light-filled open plan dining with modern kitchen at the heart of the home flowing into the

living room and opening onto spacious decking offering seamless indoor/outdoor living and a great

spot for entertaining. Beyond the deck is a nice size fully fenced flat garden – safe for kids and big

enough to kick a ball or grow your own veggies. And a real bonus – you can park off street, at the

rear of the property. Easy living, easy location and easy to view. Call me now for a private viewing.

bayleys.co.nz/1470268

bayleys.co.nz

SOLD IN UNDER TWO WEEKS
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It’s child’s play… School principal Lucy Naylor cuts the ribbon, together with Henry and Amelia Brewer, 
and Winter Dustin (centre) 
Below: (from left) Luke Wilson, Eddie Hamilton, Josh McGill and Rafferty Clayton.

Stanley Bay School opens new $100,000 playground 
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Stanley Bay School opened its new 
$100,000 playground in style this month, 
with song and a haka.

Even local-body politicians – Auckland 
councillor Richard Hills and Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board member Jenn 
McKenzie – got into the spirit of things, 
christening the new slide.

School board chair Tracey Ryan said the 
old playground was built in 1982, and had 
provided years of enjoyment for students 
and the wider community, as well as “a few 
trips to Starship” hospital for broken arms 
and other injuries.

Initially the school was only looking at 
upgrading drainage at the playground. But 
it quickly became clear a full replacement 
was needed, sparking a major fundraising 
programme.

Around 1400 copies of the specially de-
signed Devonport Village Cookbook were 
sold and a gigantic garage sale was held, 
along with rugby and quiz nights, movies 
and discos, and the recent Stanley Bay 
Stampede Mud Run. Parents and sponsors 
also contributed.

Principal Lucy Naylor cut the ribbon 
along with the school’s oldest pupils, twins 
Amelia and Henry Brewer (10), and the 
youngest, Winter Dustin (5).

Giving it everything...  
Brody Bakel (right) leads  
his schoolmates in a haka

love your hearing

Your local hearing expert – she’ll listen 
to your hearing story and will see you  
at your appointment – every time.

Hear every time.
Teresa Burns AuD, MNZAS

t: 09 475 9849
Location:  
Inside the Health - I Care Centre
215 Wairau Road, Glenfield,  
North Shore

www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Phone 09 489 8364

359 Lake Road
Hauraki Corner

OPENING HOURS:
Monday–Friday

7am–6pm

Saturday–Sunday
7am–5pm
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Go Metro.

Our on-demand rideshare service, AT Local, gets you seamlessly to and from  
the Devonport, Bayswater and Stanley Bay Ferry terminals on your terms.

For more information visit AT.govt.nz/local

to the ferry
 with ease.
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ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

NatioNal 
ProPerty 
ServiceS 

• interior exterior painting
• plaster house repaints
• concrete swimming pool paints
•  water blasting and  

house soft washing
• deck building and restoration

www.nps.nz
ph 09 476 2107 
or 020 476 2107 

Waitemata’s world speed-golf champion
World-leading speed golfer Jamie Reid 

sometimes runs a half-marathon over a 54-
hole training session. carrying two clubs.

His best time for three rounds at his 
home course at Waitemata was two hours 
10 minutes.

“Doing one of those, your body knows all 
about it,” says Reid, 28, who recently won 
the British Speed Golf champs.

Speed golf – as the name suggests – is 
golf played running between shots and 
holes. A competitor’s score is made up of 
the time taken plus the number of shots 
played. For example, Reid’s best score, 
training at Waitemata, over one round was 
107: an even par 71 in 36 minutes over the 
18 holes.

Reid played junior and senior rep golf 
for Taranaki before moving to Auckland 
to become a PE teacher at Westlake Boys 
High School, where he is also dean of 
Ururoto House. He currently plays off a 
zero handicap.

Reid’s first round of speed golf was at 
the New Zealand champs in 2017, where 
he was placed third. 

He decided to “put in some hours” and 
won the New Zealand champs in 2018, 
along with a string of other top results in 
the World, World Teams, US, Australian 
and New South Wales speed golf champs.

He skyrocketed to number one in the 
world with wins this year in the Finnish 
and British champs. He had to miss this 
year’s New Zealand champs, but will 
compete at the New South Wales champs 
on 3 November.

Speed-golfing attracts both golfers who 
run and runners who are golfers, says Reid.

Coming from a golf background, Reid 
only seriously took up running a year ago.
Leading up to events, he will now run five 
times a week; a mixture of long distance 
and sprint work.

He’s also in the gym five times a week, 
mostly at 5.30am before school, concen-
trating on strength, flexibility and mobility. 
Throw in a few speed-golf training rounds 
and Reid is logging 12 training sessions 
a week.

One of the key 
technical aspects 
of the sport is club 
carrying, selection 
and quantity. Golf-
ers will often take 
along more clubs, 
with the aim of 
keeping their score 
down, while run-
ners carry fewer, 
with the goal of a 
quicker time. 

Reid will typically run with three to five 
clubs, depending on the course. 

He carried only three clubs at the British 
Open’s fast Longcross course at Foxhills.

Reid clearly loves the challenge speed 
golf brings, but struggles to convert golfing 
mates or juniors.

The perception amongst up-and-coming 
players is that speed golf will badly affect 
a developing swing.

But Reid says the opposite can be true, 
with the muscle memory and instinct used 

to play speed golf offering many benefits, 
including executing shots under pressure.

“In normal golf, you have got heaps of 
time to play a putt, but in speed golf you’ve 
got to do it as quick as you can, with your 
heart racing at 180 beats per minute.”

Catching up with

Jamie Reid

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

• Concrete Work

A lesson in speed... Westlake Boys teacher Jamie Reid winning the 
Finnish Speed Golf Open on his way to his number-one world ranking
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

•  Solid Plastering
•  Block-work
•  Fireplaces
•  Gib-stopping
•  Small or Large Jobs

Phone Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592  zipzap@ihug.co.nz

Ph Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Robyn 021 257 0124
Jen 021 403 974

Flourishgardens.jr@gmail.com

Installation, 
maintenance, design 

with care and attention.

local since 2006
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Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
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DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF

• Re Roofing
• New Roofing
• Villa & Bungalow Specialists

www.metalroofingservices.co.nz

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz
www.ahfloorsanding.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL
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ACCOMMODATION.

2 bedroom Bayswater home 
for Rent. Very Warm, 5 mins 
walk to Ferry. Available for 
long term rent. $580pw Pets 
Negotiable. Email - carolyn@
carolynharper.co.nz
Accommodation wanted.  Will 
you be travelling overseas? We 
are a reliable, tidy Dutch fam-
ily (two children) looking for 
a temporary home in North 
Shore. We love pets. Arriving 
Auckland on Jan 20, and can stay 
between 1-6 months. Email us on  
deboerart@gmail.com or phone 
+821 0303 62102
Cheltenham Beach Studio. 
Stunning studio with new fit-out 
only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full 
bath, fully furnished Devon-
port house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com.
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
C h e l t e n h a m ,  a b s o l u t e 
beachfront. One double and 
two s ing les ,  shady  se t -
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
Stunning Cheltenham Beach 
Cottage, metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-term 
holiday accommodation. Beau-
tifully refurbished, one bed-
room, self-contained cottage 
with a private garden. Phone 
Rebekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

LOST & FOUND

PURSE - red & black cloth 
zipped purse lost near Devonport 
ferry with MasterCard inside. 
Reward for return. Please phone 
Janet @ 445 2601.

REST HOMES

Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with dignity 
in a friendly, family atmosphere. 
Phone Shona, 445 2518.
Komatua Care Centre – We 
care for older people who have 
memory loss and behavioural 
difficulties. Professional care 
is given in a nurturing envi-
ronment. For all enquiries -  
phone 445 1707.
Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, holistic 
care. Soul food and good people. 
Call Sharon Byron-McKay: 
445-0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 

A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on  
022 073 1550. 
Amazing home cleaning in-
cluding windows. 15 years’ 
experience. References available 
phone 027 492 6220.
Concrete-laying specialist. 
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom, 
Exposed and trowel finishes. 
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt  
022 102 5700.
Curtains & Roman Blinds  
Free measure, quote and design 
advice. 20 years’ experience.  
Phone Sara  027 625 5844. 
Dev on p or t  u p h o l s t ery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques 
and contemporary styles.  
Recycling furniture for 36 years. 
John Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.
Custom-Made Lampshades An 
easy & effective way to update 
your interior decor!20yrs+ local 
known business serving com-
mercial & residential customers, 
specialising in new creations 
or reviving old favourites & 
vintage. Free quote & design 
advice.Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.com, 
www.oscuro.co.nz

SERVICES OFFERED 

Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Gardening help? Call the 
WEEDS & WORMS team. 
Local,  experienced, effi-
cient, reliable. Free quotes. 
Jeni 021 951 153 or Kirstan  
021 540 226.
Gardener Available Quali-
fied and experienced landscape 
designer. Enjoys getting his 
hands dirty. Good plant knowl-
edge. Hard-working, reliable and 
creative with plantings. Contact 
Paddy 022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gardening. Do you need regular 
help? No time for a tidy-up? Let 
me help. Experienced gardener. 
Ph Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Gutter Guards / Gutter Clean-
ing LeafScreen Gutter Protec-
tion, Competitive Rates, Flagstaff 
discount. info@leafscreen.co.nz, 
0800 LEAFLESS (53 23 53)
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, al-
terations, and sketch designs. 30 
years experience in heritage area. 
First hour’s consultation free. 
Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home clean-
ing, including windows. Ex-
perienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904.
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle Plus 
on 09-488-7279 or 027-245-
6264. Or you can email me 
on chris@lifestyleplusltd.nz. 
References available.

SERVICES OFFERED 

Locksmith,  Devonport’s 
o w n  S c o t t  R i c h a r d s o n .  
Mob 021 976 607.
mint. HOME CLEANING 
Your local cleaning couple is 
ready to deliver our 5-star shine 
to your home. For weekly clean-
ing, Spring, Moving or Open-
Home cleans, and a FREE quote, 
call Pat (09) 415 0028. 
Rotten wooden joinery etc 
repaired by craftsman builders 
using marine glues and fillers 
and treated timber. Call Duane 
on 027 488 5478.
Section services. Trees: pruned, 
removed. Hedges: trimmed, 
reduced.  Section clean-ups.  
Ph Dom 027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local Con-
crete layer. Small job specialist. 
Exposed, broom and trowel 
finishes. Call Ben Shadbolt on 
022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.
Violins sold, hired, repaired 
and restored. Farrell’s Music, 
467 Lake Road Takapuna. Phone 
489 7935.

TUITION

Adult beginners music:  
Cello, piano, theory. Especially 
tailored. harmonymusic@ 
ho tma i l . co .nz  o r  Anne :  
021 0306 436.
Art Classes @ D’Port Com-
munity house: Friday morning, 
mastering art. Ph Lucy Bucknall 
– 446 0389. 
Bonjour! Visiting France? A 
French student? Or a devout 
Francophile? French tutoring - 
one-on-one or group sessions. 
$40 per hour per person. Call 
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272.

TUITION 

Learn piano/keyboard. Les-
sons from $19.00. Private, 
Professional, Affordable, En-
joyment for all ages. Competi-
tions, Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Learn the bagpipes! Beginners 
of all ages welcome. Contact 
Lewis at lewismacd@gmail.com 
or 021 182 0566.
Mathematics Tuition Available 
for years 9 to 13 by a retired 
maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
NCEA Maths Exam special-
ist. 100% Student pass rate in 
2018 for all my  level 1 and 3 
students. Please ph Peter  
021 0817 5037.
Piano Lessons. Piano & music 
theory tuition from classically 
trained pianist. Devonport-based 
and can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com

TUITION 

Primary Tutor Maths, En-
glish, Health & Wellbeing 
and Drama for 5-11-year-olds.  
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com for 
further details. 027 410 6871 
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com
Sewing Classes Learn the sew-
ing essentials through work-
ing on fun, creative projects. 
Classes to suit a range of ages 
and abilities. Get in touch:  
hello@exhibit12.com or contact 
Katie 021 124 2589.TUITION
SLSS Swim School ,  11 
Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.
Vocal Coach Jenn Shelton, offer-
ing singing lessons to all ages and  
abil i t ies.  Hauraki based.  
jenn.shelton@gmail.com

WANTED

GARAGE for classic car, used 
regularly so easy access, handy 
Devonport village. Please phone 
445 0331.

Classifieds

 COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORTLicensed Agent, REAA

Buying // Selling // Renting
www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz

REAL ESTATE

Tinkering Sessions running these school 

holidays at the Devonport Recycling Centre!

Mon, Wed, Fri / Week 1

 Tue, Thu / Week 2  

10am - 2pm, $60/ child  

Be quick, this programme 
always books out!

50% discount if you or a family member have skills 
with tools and can come along and help!
See our website for more details and to book in: 
www.consciouskids.co.nz/tinkering-kids

Little Seeds for a Better Future
CONSCIOUS   KIDS

MEMBERS OF THE DEVONPORT 
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

(BID) & ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF 
THE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (DBA) 

ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE 

DEVONPORT 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

Annual General Meeting
On Monday 30th September 2019 

at 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start  
Vic Road Kitchen,  

57 Victoria Road, Devonport

AGM information, Agenda  
and Nomination Form is available  

by emailing Toni van Tonder:  
manager@devonport.co.nz

FLAGSTAFF CLASSIFIEDS
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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            IGNITE 
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND  Assessment of Environmental Effects  03.07.2018        

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FrEE vEnUE HIrE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend appliesLIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
Ex LIbRIS –  
THE NEW yORk PUbLIC LIbRARy – 4Pm 
Frederick Wiseman’s film, EX LIBRIS – The New York 
Public Library, goes behind the scenes of one of the greatest 
knowledge institutions in the world and reveals it as a place 
of welcome, cultural exchange and learning.   
Tickets $20 from www.thevic.co.nz
SHOW mE SHORTS 2019: THE SAmPLER – 8Pm 
Sit back and enjoy some of the best and most vibrant  
short films from New Zealand and around the world.  
This collection provides a great way to sample what  
Show Me Shorts is all about. 
Tickets general admission from www.thevic.co.nz!

NEW mOVIES RELEASE

AbOmINAbLE (G) 97 min   19 SEP
FLORIANOPóLIS DREAm (M) 108 min  19 SEP
AD ASTRA (M) 123 min   19 SEP
UGLy DOLLS  (G) 88 min 26 SEP
SCARy STORIES TO TELL IN THE DARk (R16) 108 min 26 SEP
DORA AND THE LOST CITy OF GOLD (PG) 103 min 26 SEP
jOkER   3 OCT
THE GOLDFINCH (M) 150 min 3 OCT
yULI (M) 112 min 3 OCT

SUN 22
SEP

FRI 18
OCT
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DEVON TIMBER WINDOWS —  
restore, repair and rebuild rather than replace!

Jon and Stella Norris, the people behind 
Devon Timber Windows, are many things… 
but initial impressions that spring to mind 
are passionate, expert and just really down-
to-earth, lovely people! They certainly know 
their business, and want to share their passion 
for their work.

Jon, a joinery specialist for over 30 
years, has been joined in the boutique 
joinery business by Stella, who provides 
project management and communication 
experience. Now living in Devonport, they 
have re-established their successful Tauranga 
business here.   

“Devonport and the North Shore is the 
perfect area for our business. We really want 
to make a difference and see good quality 
New Zealand joinery flourish.  It’s a real 
pleasure to know that we leave a home a 
better place to live in,” say Jon and Stella.

As residents of Devonport, we are 
all acutely aware of our unique heritage 
surroundings and the need to protect 
and restore our beautiful homes and 
buildings. Jon and Stella fit in perfectly. Their 
business ethos is to restore, repair and rebuild 
rather than replace original timber windows 
and doors. It’s a heart-warming, ecologically 
sound message that they are 100 per cent 
committed to.  Their worst nightmare is to 
see beautiful original timber removed and 
discarded when it could have been brought 
back to life in all its traditional glory, but with 
modern functionality and benefits.

Retro-fitting double glazing into original 
window timber frames to a high standard is 
just one example of Devon Timber Windows’ 
expertise. Ask Jon about Thermawood retro-
fit: He’s is a self-confessed expert who firmly 
believes this system gives the best solution 
in the market for both thermal and acoustic 
insulation in traditional Devonport 
homes. The craftsmanship of Jon’s work 
is readily apparent in the timber doors and 

frames he has revived. His approach is to 
repair joinery as a cost-effective and low-
impact way to improve his clients’ everyday 
lives.

Whether it is windows, frames, doors or 
any other timber joinery, Jon takes pride in 
his care and attention to detail in order to 
provide the best service he can. As Abby, a 
happy North Shore customer puts it, “Jon and 
Stella are a dream to deal with. They’re quick 
to let you know of any changes and they’re 
both very passionate and knowledgeable 
about what they do. If you want the job done 
well and with care then you can’t go past 
them. Highly recommended.”

Jon and Stella are keen to talk to you about 
how they can make a lasting difference in 
your home and prove their craftsmanship and 
expertise is a cut above the rest. 

Call them today on 022 471 4469, 
email stella@devontimber.com or visit 
their website at www.devontimber.com  
for a free, no-obligation consultation at 
your home.

TESTIMONIALS

“Prompt, professional and a great 
job done resulting in a high carpentry 

standard. Jon will be the first one I 
call for repeat requirements. Thanks.”

— Lester, Auckland

“The job was completed on time and 
within budget. Communication was 

excellent, far better than most trades. 
I would recommend Jon to others for 

wooden joinery repair work.” 
— Charles, Auckland

“We really appreciated how 
accommodating you were and 
how you genuinely cared about 
the outcome. It was clear that 

you take pride in your work, are 
knowledgeable and can execute the 

work with craftsmanship. ”
— Clair, Tauranga

Call us today on 022 471 4469
stella@devontimber.com
www.devontimber.com

For a free, no-obligation  
consultation at your home.
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DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

  

Devonport Chamber Orchestra’s concert on 
Sunday 1 September was conducted by Michelle 
Wong, a talented Malaysian-born musician who 
is quickly making her mark in the New Zealand 
musical scene. The orchestra was ably led by 
Joseph Chen.

The concert commenced with the rarely per-
formed overture, Leonora No 1 by Beethoven. 
Opening with a descending solo from the first 
violins, the overture has a very solemn feeling – 
perhaps representing the heartbreaking descent 
of the prisoners into their underground cells.  Al-
though the violins were dauntingly exposed, they 
mastered the challenge with faultless intonation. 
Following this slow introduction, the atmosphere 
lightened with an energetic and positive second 
theme. The woodwinds were central to this, with 
true blending of tone.  Here, Beethoven was at 
his most joyous. 

The pièce de résistance of the concert was the 
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E minor, played 
by the brilliant young Maia-Dean Martin. She has 
played with the Devonport Chamber Orchestra 
(DCO) on two previous occasions, and is an 
audience favourite. 

Her serene and unassuming demeanour is 
transformed into the confidence of a professional 
violinist, when she raises her bow. The soloist 

enters after one chord from the orchestra and her 
mastery of the work was clear from her first entry. 
With faultless intonation and impeccable bowing, 
she tackled the soaring melodies, with all their 
double-stopping and high-register harmonics, 
with consummate skill. 

Martin’s richness and beauty of tone was 
always matched by the supportive orchestra un-
derpinning the solo line. The cadenza at the end 
of the first movement was riveting.  Variations in 
tempi and clear string crossing at speed led into a 
very exciting finale to the movement. The second 
movement, with its graceful haunting melody, 
was an emotional rollercoaster, and Martin’s 
rendition of it moved many in the audience and 
orchestra to tears.  The third movement, with its 
exultant and driving pace, was played with real 
bravura and brilliant fingerwork from the soloist, 
and was received with tumultuous applause 
from a sizeable audience. Martin had given us 
an exuberant and mature performance – it was a 
privilege to experience it.

The next DCO concert, on 6 October (2pm 
in Holy Trinity), will include Mendelssohn’s 
Hebrides overture, Mozart’s Paris symphony, 
and Tchaikovsky’s Rococo variations, with cellist 
Catherine Kwak. Peter Thomas will conduct.
by Rogan Falla

Review

Magnificent Mendelssohn

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

SUPPORT WORKER/S 
NEEDED for Local Boy

Our non-verbal, sociable son 
is keen to find a new Personal 
Assistant. Great sense of humour, 
empathy, a willing to learn, think 
on your feet & a passion for help-
ing others is a prerequisite. It also 
pays to be fit and enjoy walking.

Experience a plus, but full training 
given in tube feeding, powerchair 
operation, seizure management, 
hoisting and personal cares.

Driving Licence Essential
Applications in ASAP

To apply send CV & Letter of Application
Email: nz.kimberlygraham@gmail.com

WEEKEND FLEXIBLE HOURS!
Hourly Rate: $20-$25 p/hr

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
8 - 5 Mon-Thurs and  8 - 4 Friday

Phone 09 443 4461
www.neodesign.co.nz/observer
info@neodesign.co.nz

Get the classic 
look - it won’t 
ever get old

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY

Styles come and go, but the 
classic traditional kitchen design 
is timeless. Always popular, 
always beautiful - especially in a 
villa setting. Talk to our designer 
about creating a classic that will 
always be fresh. With 27 years 
designing and building top 
quality joinery, you can be sure 
your custom Neo kitchen will 
exceed all your expectations. 
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TGS House 
Chant 2019

As soon as the bright wigs and face paint came out, it was obvious that it 
was time for Takapuna Grammar School’s annual House Chant competition. 
This year’s competition was filled with laughter and smiles as the students 
chanted their hearts out. From Bon Jovi’s Livin’ on a Prayer to Mickey by 
Toni Basil, many impressive renditions of classic songs were performed. 

This year, Kaha came out on top, with Ihi not far behind and Wana in 
third place. Wehi and Maia shared fourth place, and Mana came in sixth. 
Regardless of their placing, all the houses did an amazing job, and it is safe 
to say that the students had a lot of fun.

By LIn LI yeoH

SeP 20, 2019

TOP: Arrival at Dunedin airport
MIDDLE:  Chorale sound check
BOTTOM: In full voice at Big Sing

Big Success for TGS Choirs 
at Big Sing Finale

Last month, from 28 August to 1 September, 
singers from Takapuna Grammar School had 
the incredible opportunity to visit Dunedin 
for the new Zealand Choral Federation 
(nZCF) Big Sing Finale. 

This year, Takapuna Grammar was fortunate 
enough to take two choirs: Leonessa, winner 
of a Silver Award and youth Ambassadors 
trophy at Finale 2018, and TGS Chorale, 
attendee of Finale and performers at Sydney 
opera House in 2017. As two of only 24 
secondary school choirs from across the 
country to attend, this was already an 
achievement in itself. But to their credit, 
Leonessa and TGS Chorale each won a Silver 
Award. 

As well as the awards, students who 
attended took home plenty of great 
experiences. 

The Big Sing is renowned for its festive and 
supportive atmosphere: young singers are 
presented with the perfect environment to 
share their talent and make friends. Favourite 
moments of the students included creating 
‘flash choir’ videos to screen before sessions, 
exploring Dunedin, and a memorable lunch-
break collaboration between TGS Chorale and 
Westlake Choralation.

Many thanks must be extended to Mr 
Murphy and Ms Charlett-Green, who 
successfully managed a group of sixty-odd 
teenagers down to the other end of the 
country; Keani Taruia-Pora, vocal coach, as 
well as Gemma Lee, accompanist; and finally 
Jacob Moore, who has trained both choirs 
to a nationally-recognised standard and is 
absolutely vital to the choir scene at TGS. 

All in all, the experience is well summed 
up by J de nguyen, a member of both TGS 
Chorale and Leonessa: “When I first joined 
choir, I didn’t know if it was my thing. But I 
just got hooked. The peak of my enjoyment 
was the Big Sing, both at Regionals and Finale 
– the spirit of it – and being around so many 

people my age who were all so friendly and 
sounded so amazing. That was when I realised 
how much I really, really love being in a choir.”

By PIPPI DunCAn
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Design concepts half page 

Artists take stand against bullying
A pair of well-known Devonport artists are 

donating works with anti-violence themes 
to a group show supporting an anti-bullying 
programme in schools.

Holly Sanford and Tina Frantzen are 
among 50 artists who are part of the show 
at the Depot Artspace, with proceeds going 
towards the ‘Roots of Empathy’ programme 
in schools.

“Children are our future and a programme 
like this will help to teach them empathy and 
compassion, something that is very much 
needed in our world today,” Sanford says.

Frantzen says it has been shown babies 
are empathetic, but then their environment 
can change that.

“Not all of us are born into families or sit-
uations that allow us to develop that empathy 
further. So a programme that fosters empathy 
in children is really important.”

The group exhibition is organised by Art 
for Change. The collective had a similar show 
at the Depot two years ago, to raise funds for 
refugees resettling in Auckland.

Artwork created by children participating 
in Roots of Empathy will also be on display. 

Camellia Zhang from Pinehill School is 
one of the young artists.

“I am worried when someone gets bullied. 
You have to say, ‘no’, so the bully doesn’t 
keep on bullying the other person,” Camellia 
says.

The funds raised from the show will go to-

wards training Roots of Empathy instructors 
and providing necessary resources.

Roots of Empathy founder, Mary Gordon, 
who heads the organisation in Canada, will 
speak at the exhibition opening about how 
the programme works.

Nourishing the Roots of Empathy: Towards 
a Non-Violent Aotearoa/New Zealand opens 
on Saturday 21 September, 2–3.30pm, at 

Depot Artspace and runs until 9 October.
• An evening event at the gallery on 

Wednesday 2 October will coincide with the 
UN International Day of Non-Violence, with 
speakers (including Green MP Jan Logie, 
former Waitakere mayor Sir Bob Harvey, 
paediatrician Dr Simon Rowley and disabil-
ity advocate Roberta Francis), live music and 
poetry (See artforchange.net).

Art for a cause... Devonport artists Tina Frantzen (left) and Holly 
Sanford (centre) with Art for Change exhibition organiser, Brenda 
Liddiard, and (front, left to right) Pinehill School’s Larry Li, Camellia 
Zhang and Ryan Laugeson-Mitchell

18 Barrys Point Rd (next to Countdown)  |  0800 468 836  |  designconcepts.co.nz

Get your outdoor area summer ready.

Premium outdoor furniture  
without the Parnell price tag.
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An upcoming ‘Distinguished Gentleman’s 
Ride’ combines several of a Devonport 
man’s passions. 

Steve Smith will ride his Enfield motor-
bike with hundreds of other dapper gents 
(and ladies) on classic bikes on 29 Septem-
ber to raise funds for men’s mental health 
and prostate cancer.

“I have had a few friends survive pros-
tate cancer. A good friend is 27 months in 
remission.

“The more men who are aware of the 
PSA test, the better. It could save your life.”

The other focus of the ride is men’s mental 
health. Smith, who has lost two friends to 
suicide, believes it is something men need 
to talk more about.

“My first friend who took his life was 
always in control of our friendship. He was 
the outgoing one. I didn’t see it – men don’t 
show their feelings.”

Smith experienced depression 10 years 
ago, after bringing his family to New 
Zealand from South Africa and settling in 
Devonport.

It was a major upheaval and he also ques-
tioned the wisdom of separating his wife and 
children from their extended family.

Attending Holy Trinity church gave Smith 
a support network, and he sought profes-
sional counselling, as well as returning to 
Johannesburg to confirm his decision.

Roaring success... Devonport’s Steve Smith is joining hundreds of 
other classic-motorbike riders in a fundraiser for men’s mental health 
and prostate cancer. He raised $5500 last year.

Devonport gentleman rides for a cause

He couldn’t be happier now, but knows a 
lot of men won’t seek help.

Smith is spreading the word and pursuing 
his own “stress-relieving and anti-depres-
sion” motorbiking passion with the upcom-
ing fundraiser. Find out more and donate at 
mycause.co.nz

Need to talk?
•  Lifeline – 0800 543 354 (0800 LIFELINE) 

or free text 4357 (HELP)
• Suicide Crisis Helpline – 0508 828 865
•  Depression Helpline – 0800 111 757 

or free text 4202 (talk to a trained 
counsellor).

(09) 368 0150 
forsythbarr.co.nz

 
This column is general in nature and should not be regarded as 

personalised investment advice. Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr 
Authorised Financial Advisers are available on request and free of charge. NS
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Warren Suttie
Barry Perrow 

The Reserve Bank of 
New Zealand has cut the 
Official Cash Rate (OCR) 
from 1.50% to 1.00%, an 
historical low. 

Many of us recall the OCR 
sitting at 8.25% just before 
the onset of the Global 
Financial Crisis. At the same 
time, we are reading more 
about the negative interest 
rates in other parts of the 
world. 

While the current interest 
rate trajectory in New 
Zealand is good news for 
borrowers, those living off 
their savings are likely to 
be very concerned and are 
probably thinking it is time 
to consider other options,-  
especially those that offer 

more attractive yields than 
bank deposits. 

Financial markets offer 
a range of opportunities for 
investors. Selecting the best 
option will depend on an 
evaluation of your personal 
financial circumstances, 
your attitude to investment 
risk and whether or not you 
are an experienced investor. 

As Authorised Financial 
Advisers, we manage 
personal investment 
portfolios for clients. 

These portfolios are 
typically spread across 
several asset classes (cash, 
fixed income, property and 
shares, both in New Zealand 
and offshore). 

We continually review 
each client’s portfolio with 
the objective of ensuring 
it is consistent with their 
personal needs and 
objectives. For an obligation 
free chat please contact us.

Barry Perrow and Warren 
Suttie are Authorised 
Financial Advisers with 
Forsyth Barr, North Shore. 
To arrange a meeting to 
discuss your investment 
objectives in confidence,  
contact us on  
(09) 368 0154 or email 
ns@forsythbarr.co.nz

Interest rates move  

We have moved
After nine years we have 
re-located to new offices at 
the following address:  

Forsyth Barr North Shore,  
Ground Floor,  
Air New Zealand Building, 
The Avenue,  
Smales Farm, 
Takapuna. 

We look forward to 
discussing investment 
options with you at our new 
office in the near future.
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Recycling the Windsor Reserve 
playground for reuse in Vanuatu is 
proving more complicated than first 
thought.

Devonport Rotary is working towards 
shipping the playground to Vanuatu, 
as Auckland Council starts work on 
23 September on a new $1 million 
playground.

Rotary has found the seaside 
playground has eroded in the salt air, 
with many of the metal connections 
likely to fall apart on dismantling, says 
its president Gavin Busch.

Rotary is still hoping to save the main 
slide complex, and believes the swings 
may be reused in New Zealand.

Local businesses are helping out, 
with Ryman ready to pay for a traffic-
management plan and a digger, and 
Takapuna’s Oceanbridge with cartage 
to the port.

As taking the old playground apart is 
now expected to be a complex job, it 
will now be dismantled by Greenscene, 
the council contractor building the new 
playground.  

If the old swing complex cannot 
be saved, the project may need to be 
canned, says Busch.

However, all going well, the playground 
will be in use at Luganville in Vanuatu 
later this year or early next year.

Silt from a building project, which flowed 
into a Devonport creek, has landed a developer 
with $750 fine.

A resident alerted the Flagstaff to the silt 
that ended up in a creek at the north end of 
Victoria Rd, which flows into Ngataringa Bay. 
The source of the silt was traced back to 25 
Abbotsford Tce. 

Following the resident’s complaint, Auck-
land Council compliance officers went to the 
property, where they discovered sediment 
had discharged from the site, said Auckland 

Council’s team manager of compliance inves-
tigations, Kerri Fergusson.

The developer has been issued with an 
Infringement Notice carrying a fine of $750 
and directed towards information on running 
an efficient and compliant work site, including 
how to correctly install silt fences, Fergusson 
said. The compliance team will continue reg-
ular visits to the site.

 Silt discharges damage Auckland’s envi-
ronment by  entering  waterways and harbours 
via the public stormwater network, she said.

Silt pollution brings $750 fine 

Polluted... Silt in the creek at the north end of Victoria Rd

Playground recycling 
trickier than expected

RESTORING TAKARUNGA HAURAKI
Many playful tui are gracing our 

� owering trees.  In our neighbourhood we 
regularly hear riroriro grey warblers calling.  
Sometimes we see piwakwaka � itting about 
and a while back even a kererū.

Several elders who grew up in Devonport 
report that they remember few if any tui 
from their childhoods.  After decades of 
thoughtful tree planting, two years of our 
residential trapping and several years of 
reserve-based rat control, we appear to be 
making a di� erence. Tino pai koutou - well 
done everyone!

Local schools are busy raising awareness 
and helping protect our local biodiversity 
and natural ecosystems.  Two recent 
highlights: Rachel McDonnell and her 
Year 4 Class have planted trees and are 
investigating native animal species through 
online and outdoor investigations.  Their 
creativity is soaring as they prepare to 
share their learning and discoveries with 
a multimedia dance performance next 
week.  Student councillors alongside their 
teacher Peter Thorne discussed their design 
plans for putting new native plant species 
adjacent to their classrooms.  They will plant 
the � rst 25 seedlings this week- the last 
event of the tree planting season.  

Over 1,800 diverse native plants have 
been added to our local reserves and 
school grounds this year. Many thanks to 
Devonport Recycling Centre and others 
who have donated use of their trailers and 
other other materials and helped with many 
mulch deliveries.

Lance Cablk, RTH Programme Coordinator
pestfreedevonport@gmail.com
Facebook group: Restoring Takarunga 

Hauraki
Rat trapping data: The Urban Rat Project 

www.ratproject.org

UPCOMING
EVENTS
PARKING DAY DEVONPORT 
Clarence Street
Friday, September 20th, 8am-8pm
Hang out in our miniature native bush 
Eco-sourced seedlings for sale
COASTAL FRINGE RESTORATION  
Jutland Road Reserve
Saturday October, 26 4-5:30pm
(near Girl Guides’ Hall)
MAUNGAUIKA (NORTH HEAD) WEED 
SWAT TEAM 
Times arranged, contact Lance 
DEVONPORT PENINSULA 5 MINUTE BIRD 
COUNT 
Sunday October 27th Contact Lance to 
sign up!
FRIENDS OF ACHILLES RESERVE 
Weekly weeding bee at Achilles Reserve 
most Fridays, 9.00-10.00am
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The Devonport Dream
The wait is over to find the perfect family home in sought-after Devonport. Not just 
any home — a beautifully renovated character bungalow. Light, bright and warm, and 
inviting, with great indoor-outdoor flow, a modern kitchen and north-facing outdoor 
entertainment area. Entertaining your friends and family will be a breeze this summer. 
Offering four bedrooms and two separate living areas, this home functions well for the 
growing family, along with plenty of room to park the boat. The hard work has already 
been done, so you can enjoy an easy life in this tight-knit community. The property has 
the huge added bonus of solar panels, allowing for sustainable living.
The location is an absolute dream — you are within 11 minutes’ walk of the village and 
five minutes to Cheltenham Beach. Charming Devonport village offers speciality stores, 
boutiques, cafes and restaurants, and of course the theatre, while just minutes away by 
ferry is Auckland’s thriving CBD. Local residents are zoned for the excellent schools.
This is a rare opportunity to enjoy everything Devonport has to offer.  
Don’t delay — make sure you see this warm and cosy home!

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

Devonport 73 Albert Road 4 2 3

Auction
Auction on site, 
Sunday 29th September at 12.00pm

View
Saturday & Sunday 1.00-1.45pm
www.harcourts.co.nz/BI37677

Matthew Swan
M 021 129 3315
E teamswan@harcourts.co.nz

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

3
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Congratulations?   Thanks? 
Problems?   Complaints?
DEVONPORT NAVAL BASE TEL 445 5002

THE NAVY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Busy schedule for Navy patrol ship
Fisheries patrols in the South Pacific, a 

diplomacy visit with the Prime Minister to the 
Tokelau Islands, and ceremonial and 
resupply missions – it’s a typically busy time 
for one of our offshore patrol vessels.

The Royal New Zealand Navy’s offshore 
patrol vessel (OPV) HMNZS OTAGO recently 
returned from her southern Pacific duties 
and is about to undertake a resupply of the 
Department of Conservation ranger base on 
Raoul Island in the Kermadecs.

When the ship and her crew return from 
that mission, they will take part in the 
celebration of 250 years since Captain 
Cook’s voyage to Aotearoa New Zealand 
with the TUIA250 gathering at Gisborne in 
early October.   

An exchange of “professionalism and 
dedication” was one of the highlights of 
HMNZS OTAGO’s fisheries patrols when it 
called into American Samoa last month.

OTAGO’s crew linked up with the 
commands of US Coast Guard vessels 
USCGC Walnut and USCGC Joseph 
Gerczak, sharing information and expertise 
on the mutual goal of combating illegal 
fishing in the Indo-Pacific region.

Lieutenant Commander Ben Martin, 

Commanding Officer of OTAGO, said it was 
an excellent training and interaction 
opportunity, as they discussed the mission 
and its challenges and what shipboard life 
was like on their respective vessels.

“The rendezvous between the US Coast 
Guard and Royal New Zealand Navy assets 
is always a special experience for us. It 
highlights our partnership in the Pacific, 
enhances core mariner skills, and is a 
demonstration of our mutual commitment to 
the people of the Pacific,” he said.Later they 
visited the Cook Islands, which involved 
ship manoeuvres with the Cook Islands 
Police Patrol Boat Te Kukupa and hosting 
potential recruits for the New Zealand 
Defence Force and the Cook Islands Police 
Maritime Unit on board.

Lieutenant Commander Martin said the 
Royal New Zealand Navy welcomed 
diversity and wanted to see more Cook 
Islanders join the navy, as officers or sailors. 
He had two crew members with Cook 
Islands heritage.

“We support language and culture,” he 
said. “The Defence Force relies on relationships 
and when you understand and respect other’s 
cultures, then work becomes easier.”

Devonport Naval Base security reminder – for the safety of the community please take care and remain outside the  
60-metre perimeter of the Naval Base at all times. This includes when swimming, diving, kayaking, fishing and sailing.

HMNZS OTAGO in Pago Pago, 
American Samoa. 

AT Local unworkable for elderly people 
The AT Local ride-share scheme is unwork-

able for many older people, says Age Concern, 
following meetings with Auckland Transport 
(AT).

The need to download an app to a smartphone 

and the fact AT Local picks up passengers at the 
end of the street rather than taking them door to 
door, poses problems for the elderly. These could 
not be worked through with AT, Age Concern’s 
Katie Rom told a Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board workshop.

Age Concern is working with the Devonport 
Community House to improve transport options 
around the village for pensioners.

• Board members raised concerns about 
The long-standing Devonstock music 

festival is no more – at least in name.
For more than a decade, Devonstock 

was held in mid-December, during the 
day, most commonly at Windsor Reserve 
but occasionally on the summit of 
Takarunga/Mt Victoria.

Devonstock will be replaced by Sonic – 
a Friday night event at the Band Rotunda 
from 7pm to 10pm on December 13.

The Devonport Youth Forum is still 
organising the festival.

Following a debriefing after last year’s 
Devonstock, it was decided  a refreshed 
event was needed, Devonport Community 
Co-ordinator Maria Teape said.

Gretel, a 2018 Rockquest national 
finalist, is one of three performers 
confirmed so far.

Devonstock 
matures into ‘Sonic’

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

   Let’s meet for a  
no-obligation chat  
about how we could  
help your business.

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz
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n The Little Yellow Digger
21 September – 12 October 
A fun family adventure with  
this tiny tenacious machine!

Shoreside Theatre  
One Act Play Festival
25 September – 5 October 
7.30pm
Four exciting, bite-sized  
chunks of theatre in our  
Coal Bunker Studio.

creative Talk: Yabing Liu
27 Septemer – 7pm 
Playwright, Director and  
Producer Yabing Liu discusses  
her creative process.

changes last year to bus timetabling around 
Devonport, with the axing of the route that used 
to go past the Ryman village in Ngataringa Rd. 
Member Jan O’Connor described this change 
as shortsighted.
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Runaway success... Devonport 
teenager Toby Saxby competed 
against older runners in the 
Australian Cross Country 
Championships, finishing 12th

It started when he was much younger, get-
ting his mother to time activities, like his trip 
to the dairy. Now, 15-year-old Toby Saxby is 
representing New Zealand at cross-country.

The Bayswater teenager’s Westlake 
Boys High School team recently won seven 
of nine titles at the Auckland Road Race 
Championships. 

Toby then travelled to the Australian Cross 
Country Championships, where he came 
12th in the under-18 race, competing against 
older boys.

“Sometimes, when you train for a long 
time, you start to wonder if it’s worth it, if it’s 
going to pay off,” he says. “But, 90 per cent 
of the time, it does pay off. You just have to 
get through the hard bit.”

Those rewards include winning the New 
Zealand Secondary Schools Cross Country 
Championships under-15 division and being 
in a team of six Westlake students selected 
for the World Schools Cross Country Cham-
pionship next year.

The challenges of running are sufficient in 
themselves, but being a teenager compounds 
them.

“I have had a few injuries – I had growing 
pains in my heel. That was frustrating be-
cause I couldn’t run for seven weeks leading 
up to the national road races in 2018. It went 
away and I had four weeks’ build-up and 

came second.”
Toby chose Westlake Boys for its running 

programme and believe’s its distance run-
ners’ success comes down to coach Theuns 
Strydom, who has been at the school since 
2005.

“He’s super passionate about running and 
so dedicated to developing everyone as a 
team. We have a big team – all ages.

“Running is an individual sport. But for 
people at Westlake, it’s more of a team sport 
and we all train together.”

Weekly training involves getting up at 
5.50am for an hour-and-a-half run with the 
school team six days a week, and a shorter, 
solo 20 to 30-minute run in the afternoon. He 
runs 70-100 kilometres every week.  

Running with the school requires dedi-
cation, and Toby still misses playing rugby, 
which he gave up because of the risk of 
injuries. He also stopped playing hockey to 
focus on running.

A personal highlight for Toby has been 
travelling to Kenya this year with the 
cross-country team and running there with 
some of the world’s greatest.

The pay-offs of running success flow into 
academic schoolwork, where Toby enjoys 
biology and sciences.

“It’s definitely positive. It has shown me 
that you do get results if you put in the work.”

Catching up with 

Hard graft pays off for teen runner
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A coveted residence of distinction demanding immediate attention, where an absolute waterfront position offers breath 

taking harbour panoramas and box seats for the America’s Cup. First time on the market in over thirty years opening a 

small window of opportunity to make a wise investment. Located on a 1189sqm (approx) section. 293sqm four bedroom 

family home with your own private access to the water and boat-shed. Built in the forties and extended in the late 

eighties, boasting versatile and  vibrant living. Upstairs a private master ensuite retreat, office and large balcony. Proximity 

to ferries and amenities, zoned for Takapuna Grammar School.

BAYSWATER | 31A NORWOOD ROAD
Privileged Location | Clifftop | Panoramic View | Water Access

VIEW | SAT/SUN 1 -1.45 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT  

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60580 

TENDER CLOSES | 15 OCT 2019 AT 4PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

PETER VOLLEBREGT  0274 515 188 
PeterVollebregt@premium.co.nz 
DEVONPORT 445 3414 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008


