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I have a 3 bedroom townhouse close to  
Cheltenham beach and a 5 bedroom 
character villa close to the village. 
Both great properties, both for sale. 
Get in touch today!
Diana Murray 021 911 522  
email: diana.murray@harcourts.co.nz LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

Outrageous-ideas event… MCs Tracey Barnett and David Slack tackle the future of Devonport.  
More pictures and story pages 6 and 7.

To page 3

Historic pohutukawa dying on waterfront and Memorial Drive
Landmark pohutukawa are sickening and 

dying around Devonport.
Some trees on the waterfront along King 

Edward Pde have dead branches and yellow 
leaves. And a historic tree on Memorial 
Drive has died.

Devonport resident Gretchen Leach spot-
ted the dead branches, limbs and yellow 
leaves on several trees along King Edward 
Pde on a 5 May walk and called the Depart-
ment of Conservation, Auckland Council 
and the Flagstaff.

“Some of the branches have died. I don’t 
know whether it’s the dreaded myrtle rust,” 
Leach said. 

A week later, the council’s arborists were 
yet to check the trees, but a visit was planned 

Devonport’s whimsical look to the future
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09 445 9800

Special protections on the historic Takapuna 
Boating Club building in Bayswater are set to 
be removed. 

The boating club and swimming pool are 
scheduled in the Auckland Unitary Plan (AUP)
as a category A place.

They are also protected in law by the Auck-
land Harbour Board and Takapuna Borough 
Council Empowering Act 1923, which says 
the land and the building should not be used for 
“private gain”.

Auckland Council is in the process of  having 
this legislation amended or repealed through 
parliament, to “remove the encumbering parts of 
it so that council can use it more productively,” 
a report to council’s April Heritage Advisory 
Panel meeting said.

“From a heritage perspective, adaptive reuse 
for a variety of purposes would be acceptable.

“However, the legal requirements in the 
special legislation and the AUP rules (Marina 
Zone and Bayswater Marina Precinct) will drive 
the future use of the building more so than any 
heritage restrictions.

“The club doesn’t have any funds to undertake 
anything at present, so council are looking to 
manage the site in the long run,” the report said. 

Council to do away with Bayswater 
boating-club building protections

The old Devonport Borough Council 
Building at 3 Victoria Rd became vacant 
on 9 July 2018. 

It has now been unoccupied for 312 
days.

Auckland Council development arm 
Panuku is working through the future 
options for the building.

3 Victoria Rd: 
empty for more 
than 300 days

Council rules drive bakery to plastic
A local bakery says it had no choice but to 

turn to plastic packaging after a complaint from 
a Devonport resident. 

Baked Devonport had been displaying un-
wrapped bread on shelving, until the complaint, 
which resulted in a visit from Auckland Council. 

Bakery owner Tony Curach said that 
food-safety officers rushed down “immedi-
ately” and advised that the bakery wrap all its 
bread in plastic. 

“They don’t want you to use it, but then they 
force you to use it,” he says. “Auckland council 
are a bunch of morons.”

Auckland Council also advised Curach that 
the netting he was using to cover cabinet food 
was unsatisfactory, and said he must use plastic 
domes. 

Council environmental health manager 
Mervyn Chetty said: “The café was visited by a 
food-safety officer, who advised staff that under 
the Food Act 2014, all food must be protected 
from contamination and therefore needed to 
be covered. The café was not advised to wrap 
everything in plastic, but simply advised to 
cover food displayed on the counter.”

Baked Devonport staff member Jack Holland 
says that Auckland Council didn’t offer any 
advice on plastic alternatives for covering the 
products. 

Belmont bakery Wild Wheat has its bread 
unwrapped on a shelf behind the counter, which 
Auckland Council says is acceptable.

But because the bread at Baked is on shelving 
on the customer side of the shop, the fact it was 
uncovered did not comply with the Food Act. 

Curach says that plastic is the most economi-

cal option for the business, as the bread must be 
visible through the packaging and ‘eco’ options 
are more costly. 

“We’re not going to put ourselves out of busi-
ness because of ridiculous costs,” says Curach. 

Local resident and Baked customer Susan 
Thomas said: “Baked produces amazingly fresh 
local bread, which is now forced into plastic. I 
am extremely saddened and frustrated by this 
enforcement.” 

Cover up... Baked Devonport 
bakery has had to cover its 
bread after a complaint from a 
Devonport resident
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Correction 

In an article in the May 3 Flagstaff on 
Ryman Housing Bayleys agent Prue de Bie 
was paraphrased to say the slow market can 
cause problems for apartment vendors. It 
should have read apartment buyers.
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this for week.
PestFree Devonport’s Lance Cablk 

thought the council’s response seemed slow.
Cablk said it was unlikely to be myrtle 

rust, as its distinctive yellow patches are 
usually fairly obvious. “That doesn’t mean 
it isn’t serious,” he said.

“If it’s one tree, it could be a random 
disease. 

“Trees have a way of warding disease off. 
They can get a disease in part of the tree and 
it cuts off that branch, so it is isolated.”

However, with myrtle rust, the pohutuka-
wa has no way of isolating it and it travels 
through the whole tree and kills it. 

The deadly disease could arrive at any 
time and it is important residents look out 
for it, he added.

RSA member Fred Wilson recalls planting 
a pohutukawa tree along Memorial Drive, 
as a child in 1951 or 1952. The Devonport 
Borough Council organised for the trees to be 
planted in memory of World War II soldiers.

Wilson said it’s likely the afflicted po-
hutukawa, which is near Ngataringa Bay, 
died as a result of flooding. 

The plaque beneath the dead tree honours 
Noel Whitmarsh Hawkins.

 Devonport Pet Groomers

short bark  
and sides nz

short bark and sides offers the  
ultimate experience for your pet.
Full groom, bath and blow dry,  
nail trim, pup intro to grooming

Price depends on breed, size and coat.

Please call 
Barbara 

021 141 0331

Find us on face 
short bark and sides nz

From page 1

Wakatere Boating Club sailor Valentine Kayrouz has won 
the prestigous Wihau Shield for P-Class racing in a regatta 
held off Tauranga in early May. 

The 13 kg Wihau Shield measures 90cm x 70cm, and 
was first sailed for in 1942, but disappeared off the sailing 
calendar in 1998. For nearly 20 years, it sat under a bench 
at the Rotorua Yacht Club. 

Valentine (14) follows in a proud tradition of sailors to 
win the shield, including Craig Monk and Ray Davies. 

He will now go on to represent New Zealand at the North 
America Optimist champs in the Bahamas later this year. 

 Meanwhile, last weekend, George Lee Rush won the 
Bermuda 2019 RenaissanceRe Junior Gold Cup. He is the 
first Kiwi to win this world-class youth regatta in its 17-
year history. George’s win follows on from his victory in 
the NZ Optimist champs and he will be representing New 
Zealand at the Optimist world champs in Antiqua in July. 

Golden year for Wakatere sailors continues

 Monday 10th June 2019
7.15 – 9.30pm at Devonport RSA, 
61 Victoria Road, Devonport
devonport@toastmasters.org.nz

JOIN US AT OUR 
OPEN NIGHT

DEVONPORT
TOASTMASTERS

Heavy lifting… Valentine Kayrouz holds the 
substantial Wihau Shield aloft after his win 

Dead and dying – ailing pohutukawa around Devonport 

Stricken trees… on Memorial Drive (above left) and on King Edward Parade (right)
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The property market, unlike 
share markets, does not respond 
in fractions of seconds as buyers 
and sellers trade positions to eke 
out fractions-of-cent gains. 

Property is a considered 
and emotional purchase, with 
sentiment playing a large part. 
That sentiment drives the decision 
to sell, and it’s so interesting to 
note the changing sentiment in 
the local market over the past 
year.

This time last year, the market 
was bubbling along with sales 
up 6% and prices up 2%. However, the 
market was already showing early signs 
of slowing. By October, the market had 
experienced a significant correction – 
sales were down 9% and prices down 
16%. 

Despite these headwinds, property 
listings driven by sentiment and seller 

expectations remained strong. The next 
six months bore witness to the impact 
of this continued confidence, as the 
inventory of properties for sale grew and 
grew, from just 43 at the start of October 
to peak at 83 at the end of March. 

The latest data now clearly shows that 
the market has corrected. Sales levels 

remain quiet with 44 in the 
past three months, down 17% 
compared last year. New listings 
though have never been scarcer, 
with just 11 new properties 
listed in April – that’s less than 
half the number listed this time 
last year. 

There is now a clearer 
sentiment in the local market. 
Sellers are cautious, but at the 
same time far more realistic when 
deciding to sell. Buyers, equally, 
are weighing up all the options to 
make the right decision. 

This is a market where there is time 
to consider the right move. If you need 
help in making that decision, be it 
looking to buy or sell, then please feel 
free to give me a call and let me help 
you by leveraging my experience and 
market insight to get you the best price 
in today’s market.

Bayleys Real Estate Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2006

DevonportProperty.nz
Report — April 2019

As at 
April
2019

PROPERTIES PRICES
Properties 

on the market 
30 April

Properties 
Listed 

(Feb/Mar/Apr)

Properties 
Sold 

(Feb/Mar/Apr)

Variance 
in moving 

annual total 
sales

Median Sale 
Price ($M) 

3 months to Apr

Variance 
compared
to last year

All
Properties 66 74 46 $1.457M

Houses 48 55 36 $1.697M
Units 5 6 3 $760,000

T/houses
Apartments 13 13 7

-9% -8%

+19% -3%

-14% -8%

-5%

The monthly DevonportProperty.nz Report is written and produced  
by Alistair Helm, Licensed real estate salesperson. 

Tel: 021 610 510
www.devonportproperty.nz
www.alistairhelm.co.nz

How sentiment drives the property market
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Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

The Zombie Phase
We attended a property seminar last week hosted by our friends at Hob-

son Wealth, and heard long-term property oracle Olly Newman speak. 
He’s been in the game for 68 years and had some interesting insights, in-
cluding his description of the current residential property market as being 
in a Zombie Phase.

Newman sees a long, flat period for house prices with only another 
global financial-type crisis as likely to cause a major fall. Otherwise it is 
the few who HAVE to sell and the affordability gap that are dictating a 
softer market. 

The affordability gap will take time to close, with slowly higher in-
comes and lower house prices, and was previously filled by (no longer) 
foreign buyers and easier LVR and bank-lending policies.

 Newman saw more potential and increasing numbers of investors en-
tering the commercial property market, where office and industrial demand 
was high, particularly from offshore investors seeking yield and value-add 
by rearranging tenancy agreements, zoning and building improvement.

It was interesting to see the RBNZ cut the Official Cash Rate (OCR) by 
0.25% to 1.50% (same as Australia). We don’t see this having much effect 
on floating rates (with cuts of a few points only) and it unlikely to reignite 
the housing market. We were already seeing one to three-year fixed rates 
all below 4%.

A mystery not to be taken sitting down

Vanishing point... Vic Theatre operator Philipp Jaser on the site of the 
vanished seat, which offered a view down Victoria Rd 

A ‘bench with a view’ has mysteriously 
vanished from a park at the top of Victoria Rd 
and Auckland Council is questioning whether 
it ever existed. 

The Flagstaff was able to locate sawn-off bolts 
on the concrete pad, where the seat provided 
a prime view of Devonport’s main street, but 
a council SWAT team was unable to find any 
trace of the seat.

“Following your enquiry we sent staff from 
the council’s operational management and 
maintenance team to investigate the mystery of 
the missing bench,” says senior media specialist 
Brendan Manning.

 “They have informed me that there was no 
evidence that a seat existed in the location you 
described. There were no visible fixtures to 
attach a seat to the asphalt, nor does the council 
have the asset listed in the council’s geospatial 
information system.

“However, you may be interested to know that 
there is a seat on the footpath approximately five 
metres away from the garden.” 

Victoria Theatre operator Philipp Jaser was 
shocked to see his favourite outdoors seat miss-
ing, saying he last used it a matter of weeks ago.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board deputy 
chair Grant Gillon was on a morning walk 
when he noticed the seat had vanished. He says 
the board hadn’t heard anything about it being 
removed. 

 Auckland Transport, which is responsible for 
footpaths and roads – and any seating provided 
alongside them – didn’t know anything about the 
seat removal either, describing it as a “mystery”.

“Public seating is important,” says Jaser, who 
recommends the spot to patrons.

The seat offered “a tranquil place within the 
hustle and bustle of Devonport to enjoy the view 
toward the road on an exhausting day,” he says.

He has told cinema-goers about the “beautiful 
seat with a view, where you can relax”. Jaser 
used it for lunch breaks – as he could keep an 
eye on his business from there – and even for 
meetings. 

Faded paint on bicycle lanes on King 
Edward Parade has been causing confusion 
for pedestrians and cyclists. 

The painted bike symbols on the shared 
footpath have faded, and local cyclist Jan 
Vankessel says that pedestrians don’t know 
which side to walk on. 

“My wife and I cycle into Devonport 
every day,” said Vankessel. “I’ve been trying 
to get Auckland Transport to do something 
about this for a long time now but have had 
no response.” 

Barbara Cuthbert of Cycle Auckland said, 
“I have heaps of sympathy for these people. 
It’s a constant struggle.” 

People walking on footpaths deserved 
a safe space, she said. “There are lots of 
elderly people walking on footpaths and it’s 
easy for them to get a fright from a bike, fall 
and break their hip.” 

Contacted about the issue by the Flagstaff 
last week, Auckland Transport said a team 
would visit the site and look at repainting 
the markings. 

Faded cycle-lane markings are a hazard
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“We would highly recommend Alistair, he was always there for us, every 
step of the way; ensuring we got the best price for our house.
His market understanding, insight and negotiation skills were invaluable”

Ruth & Jim – Waterview Rd

Alistair Helm : 021 610 510

Bayleys Real Estate Limited Licensed under the REAA 2008

A waterlogged wetland wonderland at 
Waitemata golf course and a walk round New 
Zealand without leaving the village were two 
“outrageous ideas for the future” of Devonport,  
which emerged  last week. 

The environment and climate change were 
pervasive themes canvassed by 12 speakers 
at the Devonport Library Associates outra-
geous-ideas event on 7 May.

Architect Shannon Jeory foresaw a future 
where visitors arrived at the Stanley Bay Inter-
national Cruise Terminal and were transferred 
by underwater travellator to the central city.

Work was proceeding apace on a canal-style 
retirement village at the drowned navy sports 
ground.

As the last primary school closed, Devonport 
was set to surpass Tauranga and Cambridge, as 
the retirement capital of New Zealand, she said.

The Waitemata golf course came in for a 
dousing, with several speakers foreseeing it 
under water, thanks to climate change.

Councillor Chris Darby and Felix Pryor 
both anticipated the golf course returning to 
a wetland, with a rich variety of wading birds 
and mangroves providing “lungs for the city”.

Darby also liked the idea of Takarunga/Mt 
Victoria becoming a living pa, complete with 
kumara gardens. 

Devonport Heritage’s Trish Deans saw De-
vonport’s heritage finally recognised, but with 
much of the coastal land under water. The navy 

Devonport’s future: a waterlogged retirement capital              of New Zealand – but with good coffee close at hand 

Children’s utopia slightly more optimistic
Poppy Hawkins and Leo Powles, Year 

4 pupils at Vauxhall School, bounced 
original ideas off each other about an 
environmentally healthy and happy 
Devonport.

“Everyone will be snazzing and pranc-
ing. There will be amazing jungle gardens 
with birds and veges for everyone,” said 
Poppy.

Fortunately, a giant vacuum cleaner 
had come down from the sky and sucked 
all the plastic into outer space.

“Robotic animals will be chosen by 
your personality,” Poppy said. The 
harbour would be full of solar-powered 
vessels, which would be “super-duper”.

Leo thought it would be cool to go 
surfing with X-ray sunglasses that could 
see right to the bottom of the ocean. 
“There are some things you don’t want 
to see,” responded Poppy.

Because Devonport had run out of 
space, buildings floated above the land, 
so rocket-powered shoes came in handy. 
“I hope we don’t fall,” said Leo.

People could transmit thoughts and 
feelings telepathically by mentally hitting 
“send”.

Poppy and Leo tried to send final 
thoughts to the audience, but agreed 
their technique required a little more 
work.

had moved away, as it couldn’t operate safely 
with its workshops now submerged 

The council and the government, rehoused 
at the Ryman village after an earthquake in 
Wellington, couldn’t agree on what to do about 
climate change, she said. 

Takapuna Grammar School’s head girl Carina 
Oliver portrayed a youth-friendly Devonport, 
with the arcade full of affordable food vendors 
under thousands of fairy lights, as well as an 
all-weather youth centre.

Geoff Chapple, whose brainchild is Te Ara-

roa, pitched an idea for a new path, Te Araiti, 
where people could walk the equivalent of the 
length of Aotearoa without needing to leave 
Devonport. By completing 300 laps of a 10km 
course, walkers could achieve the 3000km feat, 
while staying close to good coffee, decent meals 
and a roof over their heads.

At the end of the evening, the packed au-
dience was invited to hurl two Minties at the 
speaker, or speakers, they enjoyed the most. 

Two children (see below) won hands down, 
according to one of the MCs, Tracey Barnett. 
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Devonport’s future: a waterlogged retirement capital              of New Zealand – but with good coffee close at hand 
Futurology...  
Vauxhall School pupils 
Poppy Hawkins and 
Leo Powles (right) 
were buzzing with 
ideas but needed 
to work on their 
telepathy. 

Takapuna Grammar 
head girl Carina Oliver 
(below, left) envisaged 
a youth-friendly 
Devonport. 

Event MC David 
Slack (left) with 
Geoff Chapple, who 
promoted walking the 
length of the country 
without leaving 
Devonport  
(below, right).

There is an old saying, “Cash is King”, and it is so true.  
Cash flow is as important to any business as air is to us for 
survival. The importance of robust cash forecasting cannot be 
overstated.

The timing of cash flows in and out of all businesses ebbs 
and flows. For example, GST-registered businesses with 
a March balance date will have just had to pay their 2018 
terminal tax, March 2019 GST and third provisional tax 
payment – all within the space of four weeks! This is a huge 
hit to cash balances.

Robust forecasting of cash identifies periods where cash is 
surplus and where there are deficits.  With this, you can plan 
accordingly and sleep easy.

If this is something you would like to look at further, get in 
touch!

The importance of  
cash forecasting

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099   Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

   Let’s meet for a  
no-obligation chat  
about how we could  
help your business.
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 31 Glen Road

4 3 2 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 6 Jun 2019

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 2-2.45pm

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Remarkably renovated family residence

Whilst the modest street frontage is in keeping with the heritage of this 1920’s character home, it

disguises a truly remarkable renovation within. The original bungalow has been masterfully

transformed into an expansive family home across two generous levels. While aspects of the

bungalow aesthetic have been artfully retained, the residence enjoys the sophistication, comfort

and up-to-the-minute features of a contemporary build. Add to this its setting sun aspect, park

access, proximity to one of the very best Primary schools and you simply won’t find a better home

in family-friendly Stanley Bay. This home offers you a truly privileged family lifestyle. View video on

line for the full low-down.

bayleys.co.nz/1470254

bayleys.co.nz
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Who better to help you than someone who is  
so happy to be sponsoring...

To find out how I tug on the heartstrings 
to help you sell your home for more, please 
contact me now!

Thinking of  
selling your  
Stanley Bay 
home?

Free award-winning VIDEO and social media 
marketing to all Stanley Bay families and friends!

Bayleys Real Estate Limited, Devonport, 
Licensed under the REA Act 2008

LINDA SIMMONS
Bayleys Devonport
M 027 459 0957   DDI 09 487 0702
linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz 
www.bayleys.co.nz
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 44 Kiwi Road

3 1 2

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 5 Jun 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 1-1.45pm

Petko Petkov027 302 0686

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Downsize in sophisticated style

Downsizing is a hard enough concept to grasp in itself, but add to that the fact that it often means

having to contemplate down-grading the quality or character of your home, and the whole thing

just doesn’t appeal. You shouldn’t have to compromise. Well, that’s the magic on offer at 44 Kiwi

Road. A stunningly renovated heritage Devonport villa that’s perfectly sized, but ever so

sophisticated and stylish, with chic contemporary décor and a layout that’s all about you enjoying

your new-found freedom. Plus there’s stacks of storage (for the hoarders out there). Situated an

easy 10 minute walk from historical Devonport Village, with its vast array of cafes and restaurants,

and from there you can catch the ferry into Auckland City for work or play.

bayleys.co.nz/1470253

bayleys.co.nz
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Villa living area Guest cottage

NEW LISTING

Devonport 8 Glen Road

4 2 3 1

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 5 Jun 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 11-11.45am

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Charming villa with separate guest cottage

Located in one of Devonport’s most cherished neighbourhoods, this charming, cosy and character-

filled three bedroom villa boasts the immense benefits of a separate, very stylish one-bedroom

guest cottage on-site. This rare to find set-up gives you four bedrooms in total and could be a

marriage saver if you regularly have the in-laws to stay! This home has been tastefully renovated

throughout with fresh, contemporary interior finishes. You’ll love the light-filled open plan

kitchen/family area with french doors opening out to the rear patios, and sizable garden beyond.

Footsteps from Stanley Bay School and the ferry into the City. To hear from the family that have

loved living here, view video on line.

bayleys.co.nz/1470255

bayleys.co.nz
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I was great to see Nev Meek, one of the 
the North Shore Rugby Club stalwarts, on 
the sideline for the North Shore Takapuna 
match last week. Since the late 1950s, he’s 
been the caretaker of the club’s records and 
followed the premier team from ground 
to ground, meticulously keeping note of 
appearances, tries scored, and conversions 
and penalties kicked. 

Nev was the go-to guy for anyone wanting 
club history. In recent years, Nev, now in his 
mid-80s, had been doing the job with the 
help of a walking stick and, more recently, 
a frame. This year, it seems he won’t be 
doing it at all. 

I felt a bit sad then, when I called up 
the club to track down Nev’s number for 
some facts on last weekend’s local derby 
between Takapuna and North Shore. Nev 
had dropped off his boxes of records at the 
club for another enthusiast to take up the 
role. I hope someone does:  in the current 
environment, where history seems to come 
and go on internet posts, sports-club record-
keeping is invaluable. 

Great to see you still enjoying your rugby 
Nev, and thanks for all the effort – and chats 
– over the years.

Older readers will remember when the North 
Shore Times was a paper of record for the area, 
particularly under the editorship of Devonport 
journalist Pat Gundry in the 1970s and 1980s. 

One of her able lieutenants in the 1980s 
was Fiona Cunningham, a larger-than-life 
character, who went on to jobs at the Western 
Leader, Auckland Sun and, more recently, in 
public relations. 

Fluff, as she was affectionately known, 
was in contact a couple of weeks ago wishing 
us well with our new paper, the Rangitoto 
Observer. She died from cancer 10 days ago, 
aged 60. She will be missed by all her former 
colleagues and anyone in the community who 
came into contact with her.

A Flagstaff employee has picked up bags 
of rubbish from Takapuna Grammar School’s 
(TGS) fields on several occasions now. A 
lot of the refuse is ending up in storm-water 
drains. TGS has said it was dealing with the 
situation, and a couple of rubbish bins appear 
to have been located on the fields. However, 
the rubbish problem is still happening. Is 
the school taking a firm enough leadership 
role on this?

No sign yet of Greer Twiss’s albatross 
sculpture planned for Victoria Wharf. A 
remodelled sculpture was supposed to ready 
to install by May. No movement either by 
Auckland Transport on its signs at the ferry 
terminal, which has incorrect spellings for 
Takarunga/Mt Victoria and Maungauika/ 
North Head.

A lot of noise is coming from local board 
members and councillors on various issues 
at the start of election year. Ironically, there 
is little coming from Auckland Transport on 
progress  to improve Lake Rd, the foremost 
blight on Devonport for most residents.

There’s been a few notifications on social 
media about a ‘productive meeting’ last week 
between the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board and the Te Puna Maunga Authority. 
No mention of course about what happened 
at this meeting, as the public and the media 
are banned from attending. 

The Flagstaff Notes

Belmont Intermediate School
Board of Trustees

2019 Triennial Elections
Nominations are invited for the election 
of THREE parent representatives to the 
board of trustees.

A nomination form and a notice calling 
for nominations will be posted to all 
eligible voters.

You can nominate another person 
to stand as a candidate, or you can 
nominate yourself. Both parts of the 
form must be signed. Nomination forms 
should be addressed to the Returning 
Officer and be taken or posted to 
Belmont Intermediate School.

Additional nomination forms can be 
obtained from the school office.

The voting roll is open for inspection at 
the school and can be viewed during 
normal school hours.  There will also be 
a list of candidates’ names, as they come 
to hand, for inspection at the school.

KEy DaTES:  
Nominations close at noon  

on Friday 24 May 2019  
Voting closes at noon on 7 June 2019 

(if more than three nominations are received)

For any enquiries please contact Janie Stone, 
Returning Officer, at jstone@belmontint.school.nz

Superb offices 64m2 Central 
Devonport. Open plan with own 

facilities. Tastefully decorated  
and well-appointed with  

air conditioning  and multiple 
outlets for phones, IT and power.

Ideal for Accounting, Law,  
Architecture or a Head Office etc.

Lease negotiable.  
Rent equates to only $375 p/wk 

+GST and OPEX

Ph 445 3845 or 021 0266 7475 
Colin Parry

TO LEASE

By Rob Drent
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PRICE REDUCED

Devonport 5 Turnbull Road

4 2 2

For Sale $1,995,000

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.45pm

or by appointment

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Now you can afford to live the beach dream

Just footsteps from Narrow Neck Beach, stylish and chic, bathed in sun and very affordably priced

by motivated vendors who are on the move. Despite a CV of $2,350,000 they have set a price of

only $1,995,000 – that’s exceptionally good buying no matter how you look at it. This fully

renovated character home is every bit like a seaside holiday haven. It is the perfect lock-up-and-

leave with tropical landscaped garden beds set in amongst wrap-around decking seamlessly

extending the light-filled open plan kitchen and living area into the outdoors. Enjoy the peaceful

separate second living room, as well as the relaxing hang out or office space that has been set up in

the garage. Grab this opportunity to live the beach dream at an exceptionally affordable price.

bayleys.co.nz/1470250

bayleys.co.nz
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Change Happens  
To Us All…

 
...it’s simply a part of life.  And once you start looking at change as a 
great thing you’ll be amazed at some of the benefits that can follow.  

Change helps you grow, teaches you to be flexible, can challenge 
your values and beliefs, reveals your strengths, makes you more 

compassionate, breaks up routine and offers opportunities.

Harcourts Cooper & Co Devonport Manager, Matt Hunt, 
says that in his 15 year’s experience in the Real Estate 
market the one thing that never changes is that things 
are always changing. Whether it is the current market, 
the approach required to achieve a great result for the 
client or the outlook of where the market is heading 
your Harcourts team are very much in tune with what 
is happening.

“At Harcourts Cooper & Co Devonport we are 
all about change for the good so if you are 
looking for a new opportunity, a new way of 
selling your home and a committed team to 
support you during the process we’d love to 

hear from you.”

Matt Hunt
BRANCH MANAGER
HARCOURTS DEVONPORT

P  446 2030     www.cooperandco.co.nz

HARCOURTS DEVONPORT
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In regard to the letter from Miriam Beatson 
in your 19 April edition, first we would like to 
thank Miriam for the feedback and we are glad 
that she is enjoying the new services.

Regarding the variation to the route 814 
at peak times and on the weekends: this is 
because the 814 is scheduled to meet all sched-
uled ferry services to and from downtown and 
therefore varies with the ferry timetable. The 
806 and 807, while trying to meet the ferries 
as much as possible, are also designed for local 
travel, hence the consistent timetable.

 The destination boards showing Devonport 
for the 806 and 807 services was due to a glitch 

It’s local-body election year and soon 
it will be open slather on the various 
social-media platforms (some) Devonport 
locals and elected representatives like to 
broadcast on.

I have to admit that I’m puzzled by the 
antipathy towards Fuller and our ferry 
service. I am a regular user of the ferry, and 
I also drive, walk, cycle or take the bus as a 
way of getting to and from work. 

Of course, it’s frustrating when your 
service is cancelled or delayed. But do 
you really need to put it out to the world 
that you’ll be five or ten minutes late. It’s 
not that interesting.

Yes, the Fullers service can certainly 
improve and does leave something to 
be desired. But really, let’s get this in 
perspective —it’s not that bad. In fact, it’s 
a privilege to be able to cross the harbour 
by ferry, and something many other 
commuters, jammed into trains and buses, 
or queuing in their cars, would be highly 
appreciative of.

If you consider the hundreds of ferry 
crossing Fullers operates every week 
between the peninsula and the city, the 
percentage of late-running services is 
probably no higher than delay/cancellation 
rates of airlines, train and bus services. 

I suspect that Auckland Transport (AT) 
which is a law onto itself, has a hand to play 
in this as well, and probably doesn’t make 
it easy for ferry and bus operators. And 
speaking of AT, wouldn’t their considerable 
bureaucracy be better employed in actively 
pursuing a solution to Lake Road, after 
years of false starts and consultants’ 
reports? Surely that’s the bigger issue 
for Devonport’s reputation, liveability and 
infrastructure? Mary Taylor

with the system used to display the destina-
tions. Because these buses start and finish at 
Devonport, it was therefore displaying the final 
destination, even at the start of the trip.

It is possible to manually override this and 
now that it has been brought to our attention 
by Miriam, that is what we have done. You will 
therefore find that now when you are standing 
at Devonport Wharf, the 806 will display 
‘Stanley Pnt’ and 807 will display ‘Vauxhall’.

We hope this helps. Thanks again for bring-
ing this to our attention
Dave Hilson, Auckland Transport 
Senior Service Network Planner

Flagstaff letter gets glitch fixed Focus on bigger 
transport issues
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Laura Kennedy
P 446 2106   M 021 960 313  E laura.kennedy@harcourts.co.nz

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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ENROLMENTS  
TERM 3 2019

Enrolment at the school is governed by 
an enrolment scheme, details of which 
are available from the school office.
Applications for 15 out-of-zone places in year 
1, 0 in year 2, 2 in year 3, 2 in year 4, 2 in year 5 
and 2 in year 6 are now being invited for those 
students who will become eligible for enrolment 
during the period 22 July to 27 September 2019.

The deadline for receipt of applications for out-
of-zone places is 22 July 2019.

If a ballot for out-of-zone places is required, 
it will be held on 22 July 2019. Parents will be 
informed of the outcome of the ballot within 
three school days of the ballot being held.

If you live in the home zone and have not yet 
signalled your intention to enrol your child 
later this year, please contact the school 
immediately to assist us to plan appropriately.



May 17, 2019 The Devonport Flagstaff  Page 19 Letters

Do you need help with your finances?
What do you need to do to retire comfortably?

How can you diversify your portfolio?
Property vs shares – which is best?
How can you grow your net worth?

A full range of independent financial advice.
Free initial consultation. All commission refunded.

email: david@davidsmart.co
Phone: 027 543 4455

 www.davidsmart.co
Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

Warmest congratulations and thanks to 
those who organised the Anzac Day gath-
ering in Devonport. Despite the missing 
elements, there was a true spirit of remem-
brance and gratitude towards those who 
gave their lives for others.  What an amazing 
turnout too! 

Mary Williamson

Why is it that the people who do the right 
thing and catch the bus to the ferry pay $3.80 
per day, while the people that do the easy 
thing and drive pay nothing? There should 
be a pollution fee, equivalent to the bus fare 
plus 50 per cent, for all vehicles travelling 
south of Calliope Rd.

Chris Werry
Editors note: The Flagstaff 
for years has questioned the 
rationale of a ‘Fullers car park’  
on prime waterfront land.

Anzac gathering 
had ‘true spirit’ 

of remembrance

Why do motorists 
pay nothing?

Reception/ Admin Assistant Required
Work close to home in a flexible ¾ time position.  
Join a small, family-like team with close relationships to clients.
We are looking for someone with the following attributes:

-  Previous experience in a professional-services office,  
chartered accountancy experience would be a plus

- Tech savvy 
- Great interpersonal skills
- Attention to detail
- Professional manner and appearance
- Self-motivated, proactive, keen to learn and contribute to the team

If this sounds like you, or you would  
like to know more, forward your CV or  
enquiries to jennifer@gannaway.co.nz

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BYPROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

Serving You First

Madagascar —  
a Musical adventure Jr.
Thursday 16 May to Sunday 19 May 

The Rose Centre, 4 School Road, Belmont 
Filled with outlandish characters, adventure galore and 
an upbeat score, Madagascar JR will leave audiences 
with no choice but to “Move It, Move It!” Performed 
by a fully inclusive cast, 41 kids and youth, half of 
whom have a disability or learning difference, will 

share the limelight in this unique show. For showtimes 
and more info visit: www.touchcompass.co.nz or 

contact: info@touchcompass.org.nz and ph: 550 6464. 
Tickets can be purchased through: www.iticket.co.nz  

Jutland road ecological  
restoration ProJect
Saturday 18 May, 3:30pm–5:00pm 

West end of Jutland Road
Plan for the day: resuming weeding and planting in 
the gorgeous coastal fringe ecosystems along Shoal 

Bay. (Rain date: Saturday May 25th 3:30-5pm).  
For more info and to get involved,  

contact Lance ph: 027 359 6722 or email:  
pestfreedevonport@gmail.com, and visit: 

www.Facebook/restoringtakarungahauraki. 

Kaitahi Bayswater — BBQ Picnic
Tuesday 21 May, 6:30pm–8:30pm 

Bayswater School Hall, 181 Bayswater Avenue
Kaitahi is a free community dining initiative that is all 
about bringing people together locally to share a meal 
made from rescued food.  Byo plates, utensils and a 
picnic blanket. Families and children most welcome; 

there will be games and other activities too.  
The Kaitahi team would love extra pairs of hands,  

and are always on the lookout for volunteers!  
For more information email: stephen@ancad.org.nz  

or brianna@villagegrocer.co.nz

devonPort Midwinter swiM
Sunday 23 June, 11:30am registration, 12pm Swim 

Windsor Reserve, Devonport
Calling all midwinter swimmers!  Come along in your 
best swimming costume and join us in celebrating 

midwinter at this iconic Devonport event!  The dip in 
the sea will be followed by a free cup of soup for all 

swimmers and prize giving, plus sausage sizzle for sale.  
For more info contact Amanda 021 184 7271.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz
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With a desire to help others, Hannah Dunne did missionary work in Cambodia and Nepal, before taking a role providing 
support and a safe space for Devonport teens. She talks to Helen Vause about what young people are seeking.

Life-changing missions helped set youth pastor’s path

Open door... Youth pastor Hannah Dunne runs a Friday-night programme for teens and intermediate-age 
children, and another on Sundays when she’ll often be found flipping pancakes

Christian missions in Asia were part of Han-
nah Dunne’s journey to a role working with 
youth in Devonport. 

Dunne, the youth pastor at Holy Trinity 
Church, was raised and homeschooled in 
Warkworth. On the brink of adulthood, she had 
a strong hankering for helping others. 

Not too sure where it would take her at first, 
Dunne set out on her own route to working 
with youth, starting with a training course run 
by global Christian movement Youth With A 
Mission (YWAM).  

 YWAM is an evangelical interdenomina-
tional missionary organisation that has been 
around for more than 50 years. It has a long 
track record with projects in developing coun-
tries that have poverty, disease and a need for 
substantial support. 

The organisation sends young workers on 
missions where they’re involved in a wide range 
of activities, helping with agriculture, construc-
tion, healthcare, kids’ programmes, education, 
small enterprises and generally supporting 
people to help themselves. 

After a couple of months of preparations and 
study, Dunne was off on her first youth mission, 
to Cambodia. She worked for a month alongside 
a ministry, Sak Saum, that supports and aids 
people who have been exploited and abused. 
Sak Saum was founded by an American woman 

about 15 years ago as a Christian ministry with a 
plan for “the rescue, restoration, transformation 
and rehabilitation of men and women”.

It aims to create self-sustaining industry. 
Through its business operations, many women 
have learned to sew garments and bags to sell to 
the world, assuring them of steady employment. 

“It was an incredible experience and privilege 
to be there with these people, helping to get 
women off the streets and into the Sak Saum 
operation; to learn how you can help and to see 
people moving from despair to hope and a new 
life,” says Dunne.

 From Cambodia, she went to Nepal on her 
second youth mission experience, hiking for 
about eight hours to a very tiny, remote village. 

There the young missionaries were house 
guests who not only paid for their keep but sang 
for their supper. The purpose of their visit was 
for cultural exchange and support of the local 
population, as well as being a way of providing 
income for people by paying them for lodgings.

“It was an unforgettable time,” says Dunne. 
“We were showering under waterfalls and shar-
ing song and performance with them, finding 
common ground. But we were also there as 
part of the education of these people about the 
dangers of human trafficking that are never far 
away from them. They had a history of very 
plausible visitors coming and promising educa-

tion and success for their children, who would 
then simply disappear into the terrible world of 
human trafficking.”

Dunne felt the chance to be part of these 
international missions matched her passions 
and her talents. 

“The overseas missions were life-changing 
for me,” says Dunne, who looks back on them 
as an exciting time of self-development and 
change in her own life.

Back at home, Dunne found an unpaid intern-
ship in Mahurangi as a youth pastor. 

“I wanted to give local youth the very special 
opportunity of an overseas mission and I started 
planning to take half a dozen year 11 and 12 kids 
to Kiribati. We did a lot of fundraising to get 
ourselves there with car washes and fundraising 
dinners. Just doing all of that and making it all 
happen was great experience for them.”

“We were only there for 10 days. But it made 
quite an impression on my group, just meeting 
kids of their ages from another culture and 
seeing how other people lived. It really opened 
their eyes. You could see them growing from 
the experience.”

Once she was into her 20s, Dunne realised 
that by staying on the path of helping youth 
she could struggle financially. She trained as 
a nanny to give herself another part-time em-
ployment option.  
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When her name was put forward last year to 
be the youth pastor at Holy Trinity in Devonport, 
she jumped at the chance. 

Youth pastors are not common across Auck-
land, though Dunne’s brother is in a similar role 
in Glenfield, and Holy Trinity has a recognised 
history of youth pastors and providing a safe 
space for local teens. 

Every Friday night, Dunne runs a programme 
for local teens and intermediate-age kids who 
come to hang out and take up the various activ-
ities Dunne provides. 

Often she’ll have cooked something, provid-
ing dinner for up to 20 young people.  

Typically there is a bit of music, maybe 
with Dunne on drums. There’s chat, maybe 
discussions on a theme and time to play games 
or just chill. 

For her Sunday morning programme, she’ll 
be in the hall again with her little cooker, flipping 
pancakes for all. 

In the holidays they’ll all pack up and go off 
to youth camps. 

“It’s not really about numbers that come, it’s 
also about working well with the kids who do 
come,” says Dunne. 

She says local teens have lots to choose from, 
including going to parties. She knows her groups 
may not be where the cool kids hang out, but 
they work for those who come.

“The things youth crave these days – and  
often don’t get – are a sense of belonging, a 
community and emotional safety. 

“School isn’t necessarily a community for 
them, and it may not feel safe emotionally to 
them. For lots of people now the world is a 

very lonely society and for many there isn’t the 
warmth of an extended family or great neigh-
bourly relationships.

“Yes they may be connected through their 
phones and social media. But what sort of rela-
tionships does this bring? They may be far from 
safe. They bring comparisons and pressure, and 
for some kids a massive dose of FOMO (fear 

of missing out) because they can see what the 
cool kids are up to.” 

She says her mission is to help young people 
build relationships and help them understand 
what rich relationships with others look like. 

“We have rules here. Like there can be no 
mocking each other, no bad banter, no jokes 
at someone else’s expense. Often they don’t 
get that at first, and say it’s just the way teens 
are. But I’m firm on that. It can feel sometimes 
like pushing water uphill. But I can see change 
in them.

“It’s not new that our society has a problem 
with our young people,” she says. “Our youth 
are not really flourishing. And the consequenc-
es are bad – depression, anxiety and youth 
suicide.” 

She says it is important that young people 
have safe spaces where they can be vulnerable 
and have people they trust to talk to. 

“But it has to feel authentic to them – kids 
can spot anything phoney right away.

“When they grow out of this and leave here, 
it is my goal that they will have built strong 
relationships, that they know some other people 
really well.”

It’s a full life for Dunne and she’d love a few 
helping hands. “Adults in our community could 
be engaging with our youth a lot more than they 
are. We’d really welcome any adults who’d like 
to be involved.”

Dunne says she’s committed to working with 
youth for the long haul. When it feels like there 
isn’t enough of her energy to go around, she’s 
often out running around Devonport, staying 
fit so she can keep up the pace.

Whether you’re buying, building, renovating,  
refinancing or ready to downsize your home –  
I can match you with the right bank. 

As your personal adviser I’ll do all the legwork to 
negotiate great terms and settle on time. And best 
of all, my advice won’t cost you a cent.

Susan Templeton 
personal mortgage adviser

027 220 2053 
susan@nichemortgages.co.nz  |  nichemortgages.co.nz

I can make it easier  
for a bank to say ‘yes’

Drumming up support...  
Hannah Dunne says adults in 
the Devonport community could 
engage more with youth
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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(09) 368 0150 
forsythbarr.co.nz

This column is general in nature and should not be regarded as 
personalised investment advice. Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr 

Authorised Financial Advisers are available on request and free of charge. NS
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Planning reduces 
uncertainty 

We often meet with 
people nearing or in 
retirement who are 
considering how much 
money they need and how 
much they can draw down 
from their investments on 
a regular basis. 

The spectrum of views 
on this question ranges 
from those who wish to 
spend their last dollar to 
others who don’t wish to 
tap into their capital at all, 
perhaps intending to leave 
it all to the kids. 

Of course someone 
with substantial assets, 
like Bill Gates, would have 
a very different attitude 
to investing $500,000 
compared to someone 

for whom that sum must 
provide for them for 30 
years. 

There are some rules of 
thumb for this calculation 
but since none of us 
can foresee the future 
there are always a lot of 
unknowns, such as:
• What age do you 

expect to live to? 
• What lifestyle choices 

will you make in 
retirement? 

• How much investment 
risk are you prepared 
to take?

• What investment 
returns are realistically 
achievable during your 
retirement years?

While achieving a good 
investment return is 
important to everyone, risk 
and return often go hand 
in hand. We often find that 
people are quite unaware 
of the range of investment 
risks they may currently be 
taking.

When dealing with our 
clients on a personalised 
basis we look at their full 
situation and how different 
investment mixes can help 
meet their investment 
objectives while still 
enabling them to sleep at 

night. 
We are friendly and 

approachable and will 
take time to understand 
and discuss your personal 
situation to assist your 
retirement decision 
making.

Jenny Smith
Pip Irwin

Pip Irwin and Jenny Smith 
are Authorised Financial 
Advisers with Forsyth Barr, 
North Shore. To arrange 
a meeting to discuss your 
investment objectives in 
confidence, call  
(09) 368 0151 or email  
ns@forsythbarr.co.nz

A lack of toilets at a purpose-built children’s 
playground has been frustrating parents – but a 
loo is on the horizon.

“It’s just gross that we have to make our kids 
go in the bushes” says Katie Dee, commenting 
on the absence of toilets for her toddler at Lake 
Town Green. 

The park is designed for toddlers and was 
built in 2010, but didn’t qualify for a public toilet 
as it was deemed a ‘pocket park’ by Auckland 
Council. 

However, the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board has now instigated a large single toilet 
to be built in the park. 

The planned toilet will be plumbed in to the 
existing sewerage system that remains from the 
house originally located on the site. 

This comes as a relief to parents and caregiv-
ers who use the park, as many have had to resort 
to the bushes or the cafe up the road to take their 
children to the toilet. 

“I felt obligated to buy a coffee up the road 
just so we could use a bathroom,” says Josie 
Smedley, who visits the park with her two-
year-old. 

Another visitor to the park, Helen Groom-
bridge, said: “I tried to get my daughter to go in 
the bushes, but she’s toilet-training so wouldn’t 
go. I had to go up the road and buy a coffee so 
we could use their toilet.” 

Local board member Grant Gillon says that 
the board has long recognised the need for a 
toilet at the park,  but has always been met with 
resistance from Auckland Council.

“The money has to come from the board, 
not the council,” says Gillon. “We need to find 
the money, so it might not happen this year.” 

The preliminary design and consent process 
will begin after 1 July. The entire project is 
estimated to cost the board between $235,000 
and $250,000. The toilet will include a chang-

ing table and Gillon says he hopes to also add 
a water fountain and an outdoor tap to clean 
hands and feet. 

“We’re planning to design the toilet entirely 
around toddlers and their mums or caregivers, 
as they are the main customers of the park,” 
he says.

Local board acts in lieu of council foresight

Regular park goers… Will Smedley (left) with his daughter Josie 
Smedley and granddaughter Lilah (2)
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Early Childhood Centre
Hall of Early Childhood Education 

Excellence Award 2016, 2017 & 2018
www.myece.org.nz

27a Summer St, Stanley Bay
09 445 2288

sib.devonport@gmail.com
www.smallisbeautiful.co.nz

9 - 1pm   •   9 - 3pm

North Shore’s only NZ Owned
Family Funeral Home

Husband & Wife Team
Professional & Personal Touch

Full Services & Direct Cremations
From $2,999.00

09 486 2631 – 027 486 2050
www.northshorefunerals.co.nz
157 Shakespeare Rd, Milford

Stanley Bay School 
Board of Trustees’ election

Nominations are invited for the  
election of 5 parent representatives 

to the board of trustees. 

A nomination form and a notice  
calling for nominations will be 
posted to all eligible voters. 

You can nominate another person  
to stand as a candidate,  

or you can nominate yourself.  
Both parts of the form must  

be signed. Additional nomination 
forms can be obtained  
from the school office.

Nominations close at noon on  
24th May 2019 and may be  

accompanied by a signed candidate 
statement and photograph.

The voting roll is open for inspection  
at the school and can be viewed 

during normal school hours. There 
will also be a list of candidates’ 

names, as they come to hand, for 
inspection at the school.

Voting closes at noon 
on 7th June 2019.

SigNed NicholA FlAherTY, reTurNiNg oFFicer

A historic wall, deemed a ruin by Auckland 
Council, is creating a hazard for Devonport 
residents who say their hands are tied because 
of its heritage status.

Part of the Bear Garden Wall, which dates 
back to the 1880s, has collapsed and dam-
aged a car at a block of units at 16 Queens 
Pde. Residents fear further damage to their 
vehicles, or even to a hapless tourist visiting 
the listed site.

“There’s a big lot that’s going to crumble 
down. There’s nothing we can do to save it,” 
long-time unit owner Sandra Killen says.

The wall runs through private properties on 
Queens Pde, Garden Tce, Kapai Rd, Clarence 
St and Anne St. “It was meant to be a tempo-
rary wall and was meant to hold a bear, but 
they didn’t even get the bear,” Killen says.

Devonport Heritage’s Trish Deans says 
the council considers the wall to be a ruin, 
which means its strategy is to leave it alone.

She says the council doesn’t do enough to 
care for heritage items. 

The wall has paint marks, concrete patches 
and buttresses. Unit owner and resident Nich-
olas Philp says the makeshift repairs date 
back many years and no one really knows 
who carried them out.

He says the wall is made from crushed 
scoria, beach sand and shells.

Philp would like to see the council repair 
the wall, having scheduled it as a category 
B item in the Unitary Plan. “Surely there’s a 

budget, since someone [from the council] has 
identified this as an important structure,” he 
says under North Shore City Council owners 
received money to complete repairs on a 
different section.

A 2014 letter to property owners from the 
council suggests residents get a resource con-
sent to carry out work to make the wall safer. 

But Philp says owners didn’t want to spend 
what was likely to be at least $10,000 for ap-
proved work, or take on liability for the wall.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Grant Gillon suggests residents apply to the 
council for funding to repair the wall.

Auckland Council did not reply to a request 
for comments by deadline. 

Owners hit brick wall over repairs

The Bear Garden Wall was set up by an 
American businessman, George Quick, who 
in the 1880s commissioned two ferries to 
compete with the service operated by the 
Devonport Steam Ferry Company Ltd. 

The Bear Garden was intended to attract 
passengers from Auckland onto Quick’s 
ferries.

However, his venture was not a success, 
and although the walls were built, the 
‘garden’ never housed bears, or any other 
exotic wildlife. 

In the late 1880s, the land was used 
as a pitch for the Devonport Association 
Football Club.

Source: Local History Online

The garden with no bear

Crumbling heritage... Nicholas Philp is among neighbours who want 
Auckland Council to repair the Bear Garden Wall
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files

Looking Back

• The Tamaki land emerges as an election 
issue, with a public meeting called for MPs 
and potential candidates to put forward their 
positions on the future of the land.

•  Construction begins on the $6-million luxury 
apartments on Victoria Rd on the site of the 
old State Theatre.

• The Te Araroa Trust, founded by Devonport 
local Geoff Chapple to develop a national 
walkway, is given a $100,000 grant by the 
Millenium Office.

• Fisherman on Devonport Wharf say the fishing 
is the best they have had in 50 years.

• Devonport Community Board deputy chair 

Mick Gannaway announces he will stand 
down after nine years. He is the Flagstaff 
interview subject.

• A 19-year-old man trying to get money out of 
a cash machine at the ASB in Victoria Rd, is 
told he has insufficient funds. He smashes 
up one machine worth $60,000 and damages 
another. 

• Devonport residents Paul Barton, Lynne 
Forbes and Tom Smith are honoured with 
North Shore City Council Civic Awards. 

• Chris Henderson, long standing owner of 
Abigail’s, which was named Auckland’s 
Top Speciality Store in 1997, moves on after 
15 years.

• Ramblings with Rod – a new history column 
by Rod Cornelius, Devonport Museum and 
Historical Society president – launches with a 
feature on the torpedo boats of Torpedo Bay. 

• More than 60 people take part in a grandparents 
day at Vauxhall School.

• A two-day hearing is held on the future of 
North Head. More than 790 submissions are 
received, many rejecting any commercial 
activities on the mountain.

• Community Constable Ces Ross says children 
as young as 12 have been found drunk in 
public places around Devonport.

• Landmark coffee-roasters Chiasso move from 
Lake Rd to Wynyard St.

• Noise from a skateboard park planned for 
Ngataringa Park will be well within allowed 
residential limits.

• 12 Birkley Rd, Bayswater is for sale for 
$325,000, while 173 Vauxhall Rd is on the 
market for $439,000.

Old salt… Noel Coleman, the Flagstaff interview subject

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

Book your 
appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

Standing down after nine years… Devonport Community Board 
deputy chair Mick Gannaway

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 9 - 5 weekdays

Phone 09 443 4461
www.neodesign.co.nz
info@neodesign.co.nz

See your dream 
kitchen  in your 
home before 
it gets made

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY

As part of our kitchen design 
service, you’ll receive a photo 
realistic computer visual (like 
the one above) that shows you 
what your kitchen will look 
like, in your home, BEFORE it is 
made. No more guessing what 
it will look like. Visit our website 
to see some great case studies.
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Old playground destined for a new lease of life in Vanuatu

The Windsor Reserve playground, seem-
ingly destined for landfill, could soon be 
enjoyed by a new, less-privileged generation.

When Devonport Rotary president Gavin 
Busch heard Auckland Council was planning 
to replace the Windsor Reserve Playground 
with a “flash, expensive one”,  he wondered 
what was planned for the old one.

“It was being a local. My kids have all 
played on this playground and had lots of fun, 
like everyone else.”

Busch contacted the council to find out 
what was happening to the playground – 
which is about 20 years old – thinking it was 
still in pretty good nick.

“All of the children in the area have had 
a great time and have grown up with it, and 
I thought there must be a way to put it to 
good use.”

The council had no firm plans for the 
equipment. It would recycle what it could, 
but much would go to the dump.

“The problem with reusing it in New 
Zealand is it has to meet the current health-
and-safety laws, which is very difficult,” 
Busch said.

Through Rotary’s contacts around the 
Pacific, Busch saw an opportunity. He 
approached members of Vanuatu’s Santos 
Rotary at an Auckland conference and they 
were keen to take the playground.

“They were very pleased to be the recipi-
ents of it. They would like to reinstate it for 
their children. They reckoned it would be the 
best playground on the whole island.”

Busch has signed a document for Rotary 
to take ownerships of the playground, but the 
club will need help from the community, as it 
could be a costly exercise.

Rotary has to dismantle the playground 
and see-saw in June, when work on the new 
Bean Rock-themed playground is due to start.

Auckland Council says the $1 million play-
ground will centre on a 7.9-metre play tower, 
inspired by Bean Rock Lighthouse, surround-
ed by new coastal-themed play equipment. 

It features a reef-themed group spinner and 
rocker, balance springers, crawl tunnel, rope 
climb, air swing, three-bay swing and more. 

The new playground will be larger, with 

equipment suitable for children from pre-
school age up to 12 years old.

The council is currently considering tenders 
for the work and gaining consents.

Devonport Rotary will hold a community 
working bee to dismantle the old playground, 
with a particular need for builders and some-
one with a digger to help out.

Rotary is also considering how best to 
transport the playground to Vanuatu and needs 
a container. 

If anyone knows of one that is unwanted or 
free, or a company that could donate one, or 
if you can help Devonport Rotary’s project, 
email: info@devonportrotary.co.nz. 

Swinging into action... Devonport Rotary’s Gavin Busch is leading an effort to save the  
Windsor playground for reuse in Vanuatu, but community help is needed

An artist’s impression of the new $1m Bean Rock-themed playground, 
soon to replace equipment that has kept Devonport children 
entertained for the past 20 years.
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Traditional Barbers
with a modern twist

Beards / Haircuts
Cut-throat razor styling a speciality

Two barbers — so no waiting

The Arcade
(off Victoria Road, Devonport)

Catching up with

Rod Cornelius – collector and local historian
For some collectors downsizing is a mat-

ter of degree. Especially so if you are Rod 
Cornelius, whose hundreds of music boxes, 
78rpm records and gramophones, plus a cou-
ple of pianos, are kept on the bottom floor of 
his Jubilee Ave villa.

“There are gaps now,” says Cornelius 
proudly, as we make our way round the half 
a dozen rooms on the ground floor of what 
was once a girl’s school.

Eighty-year-old Cornelieus faces the same 
difficulty of all collectors: he knows he must 
rationalise, but how can he part with his treas-
ured possessions amassed over a lifetime? 

He’s trying though, partly in an effort to 
placate wife Helen “who’s put up with it all”. 
But also to consolidate and catalogue what 
has turned from a hobby he did at night and 
weekends, as a respite from a stressful job 
as a Television New Zealand executive, to 
virtually a full-time job.

Progress has been made. When Cornelius 
moved into the house in the 1970s, his col-
lection weighed 22 tonnes and included 11 
pianos. Along with the pianos, his collection 
of 25 pinball machines has also gone, and 
he’s only got one jukebox left. The jazz 
collection, he concedes, was “swapped for 
something smaller”.

At one stage, he had three garages around 
Devonport to store recent accumulations. 
“Smuggling” items into the family home was 
problematic. Typically Cornelius would try to 
explain them away as old purchases, simply 
being transferred from a garage.

“I’ve got nothing in storage now – it’s all 
in the house,” he says, adding that “none of 
it gets upstairs”.

Looking back in the Flagstaff files to a 
1999 interview though, it appears his mu-
sic-box collection has expanded from 150 to 
300. And what a collection it is. Beautifully 
restored wooden boxes dating back to around 
1830 are neatly displayed on shelves and in 
cabinets. In his workshop, Cornelius is in the 
middle of reconditioning another box, and 
others are overseas being restored by experts.

Is he still buying items? “Its hard...” he 
says, the words ‘to resist’ seemingly caught 
in his throat. 

One of the difficulties he faces is many of 
his collecting friends are dying. He is offered 
collections and is spending time helping wid-
ows sort and sell the antiques. All of which 
takes him away from his own collection.

His love of collecting transcends the ob-
jects or the music they contain. He started 
when living in Dunedin in the 1960s. Cor-
nelius saw music boxes and old 78s being 
dumped and set about preserving a whole 
musical era. 

In addition to the music boxes and old 
opera records, he has an almost complete 
collection of records from TANZA (To Assist 
New Zealand Artists), New Zealand’s first 
independent record label, which operated 

in the 40s and 50s. Other fascinating items 
in the collection include early American 
comedy recordings and political speeches of 
American presidents William Taft, William 
McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt.

The depth of Cornelius’s passion is shown 
in the cataloguing of his opera records aria 
by aria. It means he can follow the voice of a 
singer, year by year, decade by decade.

While collecting can be solitary, he has 
like-minded mates around the world, and en-
joys showing visitors around his downstairs 
rooms, which would not be out of place in 
a musuem. “It’s a great collection and not 
something I want to be locked away.”

For many years, Cornelius was the presi-
dent of the Devonport Museum and Historical 
Society, but has scaled back his work there 
to one day per week: largely scanning photos 
into its database.

He also travels regularly with Helen in 

At home with his collection… Rod Cornelius with a Symphonion 
music box, one of only half a dozen left in the world

their motorhome, “but not as much as we 
probably should.”

There is a sense that the collection is 
always calling.
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Chopper removes diseased Dutch elms 

A helicopter transported 
a felled grove of 50 diseased 
elm trees to the summit of 
Takarunga/ Mt Victoria on 7 May 
for mulching and then removal. 

Mulching destroys the tree 
fungus and elm-bark beetles.

Auckland Council Senior 
Arboriculture Specialist Simon 
Cook said fungus spores travelling 
in the wind posed no risk.

“Dutch Elm Disease is not an 
airborne pathogen – it is only 
spread through the root systems 
of trees, or by elm-bark beetles 

transferring the fungus from one 
elm tree to another.”

The Maunga Authority, 
which manages the mountain, 
considered the noise emitted 
from the operation was within 
safe levels. Devonport Primary 
School, which is around the 
other side of the mountain from 
the operation, would only be 
minimally impacted, the authority 
said. 

The cost of the operation was 
not available when the Flagstaff 
went to press. 
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Auckland Radiology Group is wholly NZ 
owned and operated. Our radiologists, 
MRTs, sonographers and administration 
staff are highly valued and experts 
in their fields and are dedicated to 
excellence in radiology services.  

We are seeking an Office Manager for 
our Hauraki branch, who has experience 
as a Medical Receptionist, and will 
be responsible for managing all 
reception and administrative duties at 
the branch.  As part of a small team of 
friendly medical professionals, you will 
also be liaising with Radiologists and 
other radiology technologists on a daily 
basis.

To be successful in this role you will 
have: 
•  Comprehensive knowledge of 

medical terminology
•  A strong focus on customer care, 

being the first point of contact in a 
busy reception environment

•  Accomplished typing skills with 
high standards when it comes to 
accuracy and attention to detail

•  The ability to quickly master 
specialised and complex software

•  Flexibility to work at other locations 
around Auckland from time to time

•  A desire to build relationships and 
enjoy working as part of a fun and 
supportive team!

OFFICE MANAGER – Hauraki

The successful applicant must have a track record of providing excellent  
customer service, demonstrate an ability to work with accuracy and be able 

to build and maintain effective working relationships.  
If you would like to be part of a team dedicated to the provision of imaging services 

in an innovative, caring and ethical way, please apply in writing by contacting:
Carolyn Te Waiti, Recruitment and Training Coordinator

carolyn.te.waiti@akradiology.co.nz or 021 248 8873

Registered 
Counselling 
Psychologist

Counselling individuals, 
couples or families

Devonport based

Please call Sarah  
021 040 7703

DEVONPORT 
MUSEUM AGM

At the museum 
33a Vauxhall Road

Sunday 26 May 3pm
Speaker: Bob Keely  
will talk about the  
history of the area  

around the museum

All welcoMe

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n Tadpole Productions 
presents:
Middle Age Spread
May 9-19 

Return to the ‘good old days’  
for a night of hilarity, nostalgia  
– and a few home truths with 
this Roger Hall classic.

Andre Vegas and 
Friends present:
The Magic circus
May 24-26 

Come along and enjoy some 
spectacular Illusions and  
Magic. Get ready for  
audience participation  
and loads of laughs!

Support your  

paper for the price 

of a cup of coffee. 

Go to 

devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  

‘Become a supporter’  

at the top  

of the page.

North Shore slips 
to mid-table  
after loss to 
bottom side

North Shore United is sixth on the national 
football league table after it posted its second 
loss of the season last Saturday.

Shore lost 1-0 at home to Waitakere City 
– a suprise result as Waitakere had lost its 
first seven games of the season.

Shore now has four wins, two draws and 
two losses.

This weekend United plays lower-placed 
Birkenhead, away. 

GET CASH
FOR YOUR 

UNWANTED VEHICLE
We buy all vehicles  

– used, mechanically damaged, old.
ANY CONDITION, NO REGO, 

NO WOF... NO PROBLEM

Cars, Vans, 4WD, Utes, Trucks
CARS WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE

*Same Day Pick Up + Free Removal

Call 0800 505 099 or txt 021 293 9342

0800 505 099

TOP DOLLAR PAID
INSTANT CASH

*CONDITIONS APPLY

Need staff?

Looking for local        
full-time,  

part-time or           
casual staff?

Advertise on the 
Devonport Flagstaff’s 

Jobs page!

sales@devonportflagstaff.
co.nz  

or call 445 0060
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Great year for Belmont Park tennis

Women’s singles 3... From left: Rachel Rogan, Leah Mainland, Inge 
Wisselink, Natalie Neeves and Debbie Timmins.  Absent Michelle 
Robson and Robina Morrison.

Belmont Park Racquets Club had one of 
its most succesful tennis seasons, winning 
seven inter-club pennants.

With 18 teams playing in senior inter-club 
in the 2018-19 summer, the club won almost 
half the competitions it entered.

The winning teams were:
Men’s singles 4: Cory Lewis, Drew 

Smith, Aleksandar Duranski, William Mi-
chie and Liam Coleman.

Men’s singles 5: Derrick Travers, Andrew 
McDonald, Richard Jones and Matthew 
Cashmore.	

Women’s singles 3: Rachel Rogan, Leah 
Mainland, Inge Wisselink, Natalie Neeves, 
Debbie Timmins, Michelle Robson and 
Robina Morrison.

Women’s doubles 3: Inge Wisselink, Ro-
sie Harris, Debbie Timmins, Lucy Charles 
and Kay Clarke.

Women’s doubles 4: Adi Alderson, 
Barbara Nicholls, Rachel Rogan, Michelle 
Robson, Robina Morrison, Natalie Neves	
and Jenny Smith.

Mixed doubles 3:  Jill Stoker, Toni McK-
enty, Holly Keene, Suzanne Nola, Michele 
Hollis, Rowena Bullock, Clive Morehu, 
Stuart Clark, Liam Coleman, Cory Lewis 
and Edward Rowney.

Mixed doubles 6: Sandra Lewis, Hiram 
Ryan, Mike Cohen, Christina Piet, Gavin 
Tuttle, Des Smith, Lucy Charles, Hashmita 
Mistry, Rob Drent and Helen Ryan. 

Mixed doubles 6... From left, rear: 
Sandra Lewis, Hiram Ryan, Helen 
Ryan, Mike Cohen, Christina Piet 
and Gavin Tuttle. Front: Des 
Smith, Lucy Charles, Hashmita 
Mistry and Rob Drent.

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

Women’s doubles 4... From left: 
Rachel Rogan, Barbara Nicholls, 
Robina Morrison, Adi Alderson 
(captain, holding ball),  
Natalie Neves and  
Michelle Robson
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SUNDAY
ROAST

Our Sunday roasts are back. 
Weekly changing roasts 
with all the trimmings.

Call us or check social media for updates.
BOOKINGS RECOMMENDED

57-59 VICTORIA ROAD, DEVONPORT
Reservations on (09) 445 9797 or  
reservations@vicroadkitchen.co.nz

www.vicroadkitchen.co.nz

Hauraki resident Monica Bush has called 
on the community to collect piles of pyjamas 
for the Middlemore Foundation.

Bush had previously knitted booties and 
beanies for Middlmore Hospital, but due to 
arm and shoulder injuries she is no longer 
able to do this. 

She put the word out to the community for 
Middlemore’s ‘Jammies in June’ campaign, 
and has so far received 162 pairs of pyjamas 
and counting. 

Her goal is to reach 500 pairs by June, and 
to make this an annual appeal.

Bush welcomes donations to her home at 
48a Hart Road, Hauraki. 

PJs pour in  
for patients 

ahead of winter

Jammed in by PJs...  
Monica Bush with some of  
the pyjamas she has collected

New local 
INdIaN Takeaway

dinner from $12* (daily) 
4.30pm to 9pm

lunch from $10* (Mon-Fri) 
11.30am to 2:30pm

09 446 6512
Open 7 Days 

129 Lake Rd, Belmont 
(OppOsITe McD)

FOR RENT – 12 High St 
Central Devonport house 

Ideal for families  
and commuters 
Easy walk to shops and ferry
• 4 bedroom / 2 bathroom

• Central heating

• Large lounge-dining onto deck 

•  Plus 2nd living zone or office

•  2 off-road car parks

•  Furnished or unfurnished neg

Call Shaun Bowler 021 800 690  
Email sbowler@bluefin.co.nz
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

•  Solid Plastering
•  Block-work
•  Fireplaces
•  Gib-stopping
•  Small or Large Jobs

Phone Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592  zipzap@ihug.co.nz

Ph Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Phone Ron van Geuns - Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

The Bays Painter Decorator

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes

Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

Bays Painter A5 Flyer.indd   1 20/05/11   11:43 AM
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Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
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Bathrooms
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All work guaranteed
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Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years
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Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

Electrician
Friendly 

Registered Electrician

Call Oli
021 02 73 63 23

Genuine Low Prices
Prompt Service
Senior Discount

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

Residential & Commercial 
Electrician 

Maintenance 
New Installation 

Contact Byron Knight
022 065 6202

knightlightelectrical@gmail.com

“ Do it once, 
Do it right”

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
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1A Fleet Street, Devonport
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DEVONPORT 
AUTO

CENTRE

ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

  NEW SERVICE  
Tyres and Wheel Alignment

 Full Vehicle Servicing 
and Maintenance  WOF
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ACCOMMODATION.

Cheltenham Beach Studio.  
Stunning studio with new fit-
out only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full bath, 
fully furnished Devonport 
house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com. 
Ph: 445 7895.
Devonport Village - Anne St 
Short-term rental-minimum 
one week. Two-bedroom, 
two-storey apartment, separate 
entrance. Fully furnished, in-
cluding linen and kitchenware. 
Available from 1st June ph 
Craig – 027 299 2172.
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
Che l t enham,  ab so lu t e 
beachfront.  One double 
and two singles, shady set-
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.

ACCOMMODATION.

Mature, honest and reliable 
woman available for long 
term housesitting. Experienced 
home manager, who will keep 
house well maintained and 
secure. Pet care of all ages a 
speciality. Excellent references 
available. Call Tessa on 021 
167 9949
Stunning  Chel tenham 
Beach Cottage, metres from 
the beach. Available for 
short or long-term holiday 
accommodation.  Beautifully 
refurbished, one bedroom, 
self-contained cottage with 
a private garden. Phone Re-
bekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

FOR SALE

Musical instruments for 
sale.One Epiphany acoustic 
guitar; one Aria Classical Gui-
tar; one epiphany mandolin, 
one star acoustic guitar., one 
left-handed strata caster elec-
tric guitar. $50,000 for the lot.  
ph 021 397 984.

FOR SALE

Section Whanganui. $40  
million. ph 021 397 984.

LOST

Gold ring with three aqua-ma-
rine stones lost around Devon-
port recently. Please call  
028 4139 403.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Vauxhall School Parent Trien-
nial Election Notice. Nomina-
tions are invited for the election 
of 3 parent representatives to the 
board of trustees. You can nomi-
nate another person to stand as a 
candidate, or you can nominate 
yourself. Forms can be obtained 
from the Vauxhall school office. 
Nominations close at noon on 
Friday 24 May, accompanied by 
a signed candidate statement and 
photograph. The voting roll is 
open for inspection at the school 
and can be viewed during normal 
school hours. There will also be a 
list of candidates’ names, as they 
come to hand, for inspection 
at the school. Voting closes at 
noon on Friday 7 June. Shannon 
McNaughton, Returning Officer.

REST HOMES

Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with 
dignity in a friendly, family 
atmosphere. Phone Shona, 
445 2518.
Komatua Care Centre – We 
care for older people who have 
memory loss and behavioural 
difficulties. Professional care 
is given in a nurturing envi-
ronment. For all enquiries -  
phone 445 1707.

REST HOMES

Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, 
holistic care. Soul food and 
good people. Call Sharon By-
ron-McKay: 445-0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 

A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on 022 
073 1550. 
Amazing home cleaning in-
cluding windows. 15 years’ ex-
perience. References available 
phone 027 492 6220.
Concrete-laying specialist. 
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom, 
Exposed and trowel finishes. 
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt 
022 102 5700.
Curtains & Roman Blinds  
Free measure, quote and design 
advice. 20 years’ experience.  
Phone Sara  027 625 5844. 
Devonport upholstery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques 
and contemporary styles.  
Recycling furniture for 36 
years. John Hancox. Phone: 
446 0372.

SERVICES OFFERED

C u s t o m - M a d e  L a m p -
shades An easy & effective 
way to update your interior 
decor!20yrs+ local known 
business serving commer-
cial & residential customers, 
specialising in new creations 
or reviving old favourites & 
vintage. Free quote & design 
advice.Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.
com, www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Dog grooming available. 
Full groom, bath and blow 
dry, puppy introduction to 
grooming. Devonport-based.  
Call Barbara 021 141 0331.
Gardener Available Qual-
ified  and experienced land-
scape designer. Enjoys getting 
his hands dirty. Good plant 
knowledge. Hard-working, 
reliable and creative with 
plantings. Contact Paddy 
022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gardening. Do you need 
regular help? No time for a 
tidy-up? Let me help. Ex-
perienced gardener.  Ph 
Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Gardening help? Call the 
WEEDS & WORMS team. 
Local, experienced, efficient, 
reliable. Free quotes. Jeni 021 
951 153 or Kirstan 021 540 
226.
Gutter Guards / Gutter 
Cleaning LeafScreen Gut-
ter Protection, Competitive 
Rates, Flagstaff discount. 
info@leafscreen.co.nz, 0800 
LEAFLESS (53 23 53)
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, 
alterations, and sketch designs. 
30 years experience in heritage 
area. First hours consultation 
free. Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home cleaning, 
including windows. Expe-
rienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle 
Plus on 09-488-7279 or 027-
245-6264. Or you can email 
me on chris@lifestyleplusltd.
nz. References available.
Locksmith, Devonport’s 
own Scot t  Richardson.  
Mob 021 976 607.
mint. HOME CLEANING 
Your local cleaning couple 
is ready to deliver our 5-star 
shine to your home. For week-
ly cleaning, Spring, Moving 
or Open-Home cleans, and 
a FREE quote, call Pat (09) 
415 0028. 
Painting. Prompt quotes, 
workmanship guarantee, pre-
mium products. Water blasting 
and house washing available. 
Phone Techno Classica 021 
0233 6518.
Painting and decorating 
reasonable rates. Ph Bernard 
445 8816  or  021 0255 5456.

SERVICES OFFERED 

Rotten wooden joinery etc 
repaired by craftsman builders 
using marine glues and fillers 
and treated timber. Call Duane 
on 027 488 5478.
Section services. Trees: pruned, 
removed.   Hedges: trimmed, 
reduced.  Section clean-ups. Ph 
Dom 027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local 
Concrete layer. Small job 
specialist. Exposed, broom 
and trowel finishes. Call Ben 
Shadbolt on 022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.

TUITION

Adult beginners music:  
Cello, piano, theory. Especial-
ly tailored. harmonymusic@ 
hotmail .co.nz or  Anne:  
021 0306 436.
Art Classes @ D’Port Com-
munity house: Wednesday 
night, life drawing; Friday 
morning, mastering art. Ph 
Lucy Bucknall – 446 0389. 
Bonjour! Visiting France? A 
French student? Or a devout 
Francophile? French tutoring 
- one-on-one or group sessions. 
$40 per hour per person. Call 
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272.
Learn piano/keyboard. Les-
sons from $19.00. Private, 
Professional, Affordable, En-
joyment for all ages. Competi-
tions, Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Learn the bagpipes! Be-
ginners of all ages welcome. 
Contact Lewis at lewismacd@
gmail.com or 021 182 0566.
Mathematics Tuition Avail-
able for years 9 to 13 by a 
retired maths teacher. Phone 
Graeme 445 8575.
NCEA Maths Exam special-
ist. 100% Student pass rate in 
2018 for all my  level 1 and 3 
students. Please ph Peter 021 
0817 5037.
Piano Lessons. Piano & 
music theory tuition from 
classical ly t rained pia-
nist. Devonport-based and 
can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Primary Tutor Maths, En-
glish, Health & Wellbeing 
and Drama for 5-11-year-olds.  
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com 
for further details. 027 410 
6871 gschuwertutoring@
gmail.com
Sewing Classes Learn the sew-
ing essentials through working 
on fun, creative projects. Class-
es to suit a range of ages and 
abilities. Get in touch: hello@
exhibit12.com or contact Katie 
021 124 2589.
SLSS Swim School ,  11 
Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.

WANTED

Wanted trucks, vans, utes,  
4 x 4 ,  m o t o r h o m e s  a n d 
machinery 0800 333 398.

Classifieds

Real Estate
buying, selling, renting

www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz
Licensed Agent, REAA COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORT

Dr Pieter Veenhuijsen
General Practitioner

Thank you to all our patients for their support and positive 
feedback with all the recent changes, including my purchase 
of Dr Smith’s share of Devonport Family Medicine.
We have a new user-friendly website www.dfmdoctors.co.nz 
providing patients with the convenience of booking 
appointments, ordering repeat scripts and checking results 
online using Health365. If you are not registered with Health365, 
please email or phone our receptionist to get you signed up.  
Devonport Family Medicine has now become a teaching 
practice for 5th & 6th year medical students, with our first 
student starting in June.  
I am available to see patients five full days a week.  
We welcome new patients.
Dr Pieter Veenhuijsen

2 Fleet Street, Devonport
Monday 8am–7pm
Tuesday-Friday 8am–5pm
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            IGNITE 
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND  Assessment of Environmental Effects  03.07.2018        

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF
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Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FrEE vEnUE HIrE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies

LIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
GIRLS NIGHT OUT WITH ROCkETmAN – 8.00Pm 
Its’ a Girls Night Out!  With a special ADVANCE 
SCREENING of Rocketman (tba) ahead of its release on 
May 30th!  The perfect event to catch up with the girls!  
Tickets will be $25 and include a glass of bubbles!
THE ROCky HORROR PICTURE SHOW – 8.30Pm 
The 1975 Classic Movie, with performance by the Hot & 
Flustered Shadowcast. Get dressed up and enjoy this 
immersive theatrical experience.   
Tickets $18.50 Adult, $15 Student.

NEW mOVIES RELEASE

TOP ENd WEddING (M) 102 min  16 MAY
POkEmON dETECTIVE PIkACHU (PG) 105 min 16 MAY
THE mAN WHO kILLEd dON qUIxOTE (M) 133 min  23 MAY
ALAddIN (tba) 128 min 23 MAY
THE HUmmINGbIRd PROjECT (M) 111 min  23 MAY
ALL IS TRUE (M) 101 min 23 MAY
ROCkETmAN (tba) 121 min  30 MAY
ASTERIx ANd THE SECRET 
Of THE mAGIC POTION (PG) 105 min 30 MAY

WED 29
MAY
FRI 14
JUN
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A Devonport institution, the Sea 
Dragon Chinese takeaways/fish and 
chips shop has served its last Egg 
Foo Young.

Teresa Shen and Jian Yee Shen, both 
60, ran the takeaway store in Clarence 
St for 26 years. This year, when the 
lease came up, they decided it was 
time to have a rest.

“Rest first, thinking later,” Teresa 
Shen said, regarding future plans. 
Those plans will most likely include a 
holiday in China, which they left about 
35 years ago.

The couple, who live in Takapuna, 
left all their cooking equipment in the 
shop, as they don’t plan to operate 
another takeaway store in the future.

The Sea Dragon menu offered a 
mix of Asian and fried European food, 
ranging from Nasi Goreng to sweet 
and sour pork, wonton soup, fish, chips 
and crab sticks.

Building owner JaneTrinh is in talks 
with a potential new leaseholder, who 
would open a burger outlet.

Chinese takeaway closes doors after 27 years

End of an era... 
Sea Dragon Takeaways  
shuts up shop 

Ascot House
137 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

Ascot House has been looking after Devonport’s 
elderly residents for over fifty years, providing a 

range of professional care services in a boutique, 
caring, friendly home environment.  

To make an enquiry for yourself, a family 
member or friend, please call  

Shona or Pat  445 2518.

Looking for Short or 
Long Term Care?

PHONE 445 2518
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A striking 
combination of 
deep turquoise 

and slate.

kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Visit one of our showrooms today. 
Newmarket 7 Melrose Street, Newmarket (09) 379 3084

Takapuna 3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna (09) 488 7201
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from 
theL ion’s Den
THE LATEST IN SPORT

TGS student Chiemu iioka received 
four gold medals at the NZ Karate open 
championships in christchurch in April.

chiemu placed 1st in: KATA Individual 16- 
17yrs Junior Premier; KATA team 14-17yrs; 
KUMITe Individual 16- 17yrs, 68kg Junior 
Premier; and the KUMITe team 14- 17yrs 
category. well done chiemu!

on Saturday 4 May, Year 13 student 
Nephi CarNeiro de Brito part-
icipated at the New Zealand Grappler 
national tournament of Jiu Jitsu, winning 
a gold medal in his weight division. Great 
work Nephi!

Divers maggie Squire and holly 
morSe have had some great results 
over the holidays. Maggie won five gold 
medals in the 14 yrs and 15 yrs age group 
in the 1m, 3m and platform dive, open 
women’s synchro and 14-18 girls synchro. 
holly won the 16-18 girls platform dive, 
regaining her national title, and was 
second in the women’s synchro.

hockey – our hockey teams have all 
started this week with highlights from 
girlS 1Xi who had a draw with westlake 
1–1. our BoyS 1Xi were beaten 5–1 by 
Rangitoto. 

Football – our prem 1Xi girlS 
footBall team has started with 
a strong result over St cuthberts on 
wednesday winning 3–1. 

Netball – our SeNior team 1 have 
graded straight into the Premier North 
harbour grade for the first time with a 
strong start to their season.  

Check out more and some great photos  
on our tgS Sports facebook page here:  
https://www.facebook.com/tgSSports/

IB students make memories

Live with a teenager long enough and you start to 
notice we crave one thing above all else: experience. 
It’s what gets us up in the morning and out in the 
evening. We seek out a first dance, a first job, a first 
driver’s licence. The travel bug has hit us before we 
have even ventured out from the nest. We want to 
go big places. 

At Takapuna Grammar School (TGS), students are 
given the chance to do just that. This year, from 
the 12th to the 25th of April, 29 TGS students were 
taken to Greece and Italy for the biennial Takapuna 
Grammar Classics Tour. 

Every two years, a group of hard-working Year 
12 and 13 Classics students travel overseas to visit 
the greatest landmarks of Ancient Greek and Roman 
culture. Major destinations this year included Rome, 
Naples, Positano, Athens, Delphi and Thessaloniki. 
The trip is an incredible learning experience for the 
students, both in terms of secondary education 
and experience with the wider world. It really 
is something we’ll remember forever. Fabulous, 
magnificent and better than I ever dreamt are ways 
I’ve heard the trip described, but it’s safe to say the 
value of the Classics Tour to the students who went 
on it is beyond words. 

Such a trip requires a tremendous amount of 
organisation, communication and dedication. 
Special thanks is given to Nick Whiting, founder 
of the Takapuna Grammar Classics Tour, as well as 
Courtney Whiting, current HOD of Classical Studies 
at TGS. This was the last TGS Classics trip Nick will 
attend, as he is now teaching Classical Studies 
at another high school. We’re sad to see him go, 
but very much appreciate everything he has done 

for Classics and the Classics Tour at TGS. Many 
thanks must also be extended to other teachers 
who attended for student supervision, Moira 
Mallarkey and Hollie Sweetman, as well as all school 
representatives and parents who made the Classics 
trip possible. 

“The group that we took were so well behaved. 
They made myself and the other teachers very 
proud to be from TGS,” says Courtney Whiting. 
“Every overseas trip is tiring and stressful, but when 
I see students brought to tears with excitement, and 
seeing that lightbulb moment where information 
has connected, it’s all worthwhile.”

The Classics Tour is an invaluable educational source 
for students; the long-dead subjects of their studies 
quite literally ‘come alive’ before them. Every site and 
location visited either relates to an assessment or is 
useful for students’ overall knowledge of Greek or 
Roman life. Everything learnt is important. Some 
may write off Classical Studies as ‘irrelevant’, but 
what could be more relevant than studying the 
foundations of democracy, analysing the actions of 
some of the world’s most successful commanders, 
politicians and writers, and investigating universal 
trends in society that recur over centuries? 

Alana Rodrigues-Birch, a Year 12 student who 
attended the 2019 Takapuna Grammar Classics 
Tour, says, “The trip had such a great impact on me 
because I got to see the places the had so much 
influence over the way we live today… by seeing 
the things I saw, I now understand my world better.” 

I can definitely say this trip has given me a 
different perspective on the world. My parents have 
been teasing that everyday life must drag on a bit 

now after such an amazing trip away. I can’t say that 
it does. School has been as busy as ever (busier even, 
packed full of Classics internals coming to life in front 
of me) and, beyond that, the trip has given me a 
new appreciation for not only foreign places but the 
places we live in. Greece and Italy were incredible. 
I will never be able to express how grateful I am to 
have visited. They were also inspiring in that they 
encouraged me to love the world around me. I have 
been halfway across the world and back, and I really 
can say that there is no place like home.

BY PIPPI DuNCAN

Term Two began with an exciting three-day 
retreat to Eastern Beach for Year 12 International 
Baccalaureate (IB) students. 

The camp was, primarily, a workshop focusing on 
the main aspects of the IB programme. However, 
the group of 30 also had the chance to strengthen 
social ties that will form the basis of their final years 
at Takapuna Grammar. Engaging in team-based 
activities that ranged from meditation to an escape 
room, the cohort was kept stimulated and busy, 
ensuring that all would be mentally prepared for their 
embarkment upon the two-year IB programme.

Despite the late arrival of their bus, the IB cohort 
arrived at Willow Park Christian Convention Centre 
in good spirits. This was soon to be aided by a class 
on positivity and mental well-being. The students’ 
days were to be filled not just with conventional 
learning, but team-based activities that would help 
them develop a more globally-conscious mindset. 

The IB programme comprises a widely diverse 
curriculum intended to produce internationally-
minded world citizens. In addition to their regular 
lessons, IB students are taught Theory of Knowledge, 
a form of philosophy that has an emphasis on 
learning. Strict followers of academic honesty, the 
IB students strive to embody traits outlined in the 
IB Learner Profile that include being balanced, open-
minded and reflective. These futuristic aspects of 
learning formed the basis of the cohort’s workshops 

during their time away. 
“The camp was an amazing experience,” Ellie 

Brown reflects. “It allowed us to develop skills that 
we will be able to use throughout the International 
Baccalaureate course.” 

A particularly memorable activity for the group 
was shelter-building. Divided into teams of five, 
the cohort was instructed to make six shelters 
– from limited materials – that would be both 
spacious and watertight. The quality of the 
finished product was to be relatively predictable. 
Though students returned to their cabins that 
night soaked by water accurately thrown from the 
teachers’ overfilled buckets, their spirits were not 
dampened, as the cohort was able to reach a level 
of closeness that could only be nurtured through 
this shared experience.

Despite the busy schedule imposed on the 
students, the retreat was a significant stepping 
stone in creating a group dynamic for a small 
cohort that will spend the next year-and-a-half 
together. Impromptu volleyball games and early-
morning sunrise-watching brought the students 
closer in an unprecedented way. 

“I got to know everyone so well and we had a 
great time as a group,” says Maddie Yamaguchi. 
“We feel like a family now, and I’m so happy to 
have made so many new friends.”

BY ELLA SCHENKEL

Classics trip 2019
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value of the Classics Tour to the students who went 
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Baccalaureate (IB) students. 

The camp was, primarily, a workshop focusing on 
the main aspects of the IB programme. However, 
the group of 30 also had the chance to strengthen 
social ties that will form the basis of their final years 
at Takapuna Grammar. Engaging in team-based 
activities that ranged from meditation to an escape 
room, the cohort was kept stimulated and busy, 
ensuring that all would be mentally prepared for their 
embarkment upon the two-year IB programme.

Despite the late arrival of their bus, the IB cohort 
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we will be able to use throughout the International 
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finished product was to be relatively predictable. 
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Artist’s perspective… a cafe became a canvas for artist Tony McNeight last Friday, when he painted a 
view from Takarunga/Mt Victoria onto the wall at Twisted Tomato in Victoria Rd

Painter turns cafe into room with a view

Join us at 38 Hurstmere in May to 
celebrate NZ Music Month and 
Youth Week.
Stop by and interact with Play This 
Piano, a public piano project. Drop 
into a drumming workshop, and 
listen out for buskers. We end the 
month-long celebration of sound 
with a Young Musician Showcase.
See the full calendar online or at 
38 Hurstmere Rd.

#38Hurstmere #PlayThisPiano
38Hurstmere.co.nz

NZ Music 
Month 

Youth 
Weekand
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Oh lá lá

Free Coffee

Free Gift
Live Music

from 10am till 12 noon

So French Cafe
is open on 16th May

Come and join the party!

Purchase a crepe, sandwich or pâtisserie and 
receive a

Purchase any item over $50 from So French Home 
and receive a

P.S. Exciting nEwS! 
FrenCH BiStro oPening in AuguSt Serving deliCiouS,  

AutHentiC Food - lunCHeS And dinnerS

in thE  
old PoSt officE building C  A  F  E
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As local derbies go, this one had a bit of 
everything: some stunning tries, a last-min-
ute conversion that hit the post denying 
North Shore Rugby Club premiers an un-
likely comeback win against Takapuna, and 
a push and shove that threatened to turn into 
an all-out brawl.

For most of the match, Takapuna was the 
superior side, looking sharp on attack. Early 
in the second half, its pack pushed the Shore 
eight off the ball twice within five minutes, 
yielding penalties, with ace Takapuna goal 
kicker Jon Elrick landing one of them. When 
Takapuna scored a try immediately after 
(converted by Elrick) at 27-14, they looked 
to have an unassailable lead.

A head-high tackle by Shore’s James 
Little straight after saw Elrick’s only penalty 
miss of the day from 45 metres.

Takapuna’s forwards and backs were 
combining brilliantly, and with Shore 
trapped in its own half, the visitors were 
threatening to run riot.

Step up Donald Coleman, the Shore 
flanker, who had already scored a snappy try 

in the first half. He pounced on a ball when 
Takapuna was on attack and ran 60 metres to 
score, outsprinting Takapuna winger Talimoni 
Finua, who had given chase. Sam Baab landed 
a tricky conversion, and at 27-21 Shore still 
had a slight chance.

Then with 10 minutes to go, sniping and 
pushing between Takapuna centre Fine Inisi 
and Shore fullback Daniel Lee erupted into 
a full-on stoush, with reserves and sidelined 
players rushing onto the field to join the 
melee.

Inisi was sin-binned and with Takapuna 
down to 14 men, Coleman again worked his 
magic with a scintillating 40-metre break, 
before a well-timed pass to Callum Law saw 
the Shore first five score in the corner. It was 
27-26 Takapuna, with time up on the clock. 
Babb struck the conversion well, but it clipped 
the right-hand upright and failed to go over.

Both sides will go away with plenty to 
think about: Takapuna for letting a dominant 
position slip away to a near loss, and Shore 
needing to do some work on its scrum and 
ponderous attack. Apart from Law, Coleman 

Takapuna edges Shore in thriller 

See you later… North Shore flanker Donald Coleman (right) outsprints Takapuna winger Talimoni Finua

Expert view… All Black and 
North Shore great Wayne 
Shelford takes in the action
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and substitute Caleb Leef, there was little 
penetration.

What to say about Coleman: a brilliant 
attacker and runner with the ball from broken 
play. But not a particularly decisive tackler 
or tight loose forward. There has been talk of 
moving him into hooker, but maybe his best 
position is second five eighth?

A special mention to referee Jonathan 

Paterson, who controlled the flare-up well. 
The tussle could have easily escalated into a 
much messier situation. 

• In a spirited premier reserves match, 
North Shore beat Takapuna 15-13 after 
doggedly defending for the final ten minutes.

• Takapuna Grammar 1st XV lost 17-14 
away to Rangitoto, in a match that was tele-
vised live on Sky Sports.

Photos: Brett Phibbs

Shore rues narrow loss… Shore goalkicker Sam Baab (left) watches 
his last-minute conversion hit the the post (left), while (above) James 
Little (foreground) and Callum Law reflect on what might have been. 
The large crowd below were expecting a close match and they weren’t 
disappointed.
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VIEW | SAT/SUN 11.30 - 12.30 PM
PRICE | $2.050M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60579

This home has it all - four bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
three living areas, plus a swimming pool and north 
facing 741sqm site. You will love this location near the 
village, schools, Mt Vic and ferries to town. The home 
has been updated throughout for familes to enjoy day 
to day living, homework or business, fun and laughter.

DEVONPORT | 26 HASTINGS PARADE | Family Freedom in the Heart of Devonport

ROWAN RENOUF 021 736 683 | 445 3414

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

Presenting the best of contemporary living, this impeccable two bedroom apartment 
combines an enticing blend of heritage charm and European grace, all wrapped up in an 
exceptional location. Positioned on a coveted tree-lined cul-de-sac set above prestigious 
Cheltenham beach and offering breath-taking views, it is the exquisite alfresco and living 
spaces that capture the imagination and truly set this beautiful property apart. One of 
three, this is an exceptional opportunity, unmatched and incomparable to the market. 

CHELTENHAM BEACH | 2/20 MACKY AVENUE | European Sophistication

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60583 | VIEW |  SAT/SUN 12 - 1 PM 
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488  
KimPausina@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT: 445 3414 

MILES WALLACE 021 565 601 
MilesWallace@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60584

Superbly positioned in a tightly held complex and 
discreetly tucked away, this newly renovated two 
bedroom home offers a low maintenance, lock-up and 
leave lifestyle. From the spacious open-plan living to 
the sundrenched private entertaining deck with secure 
grassed garden, this home is perfect for everyday life. 

DEVONPORT | 3/2 TUDOR STREET | A Premium Lifestyle Opportunity

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 | 445 3414
MILES WALLACE 021 565 601 | 916 6000


