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Commercial interest in TGS pool

Champagne flows… North Shore cricket premiers won promotion to the top Auckland division last 
weekend after an absence of seven years. Story and more pictures page 7.

Phil Clark
P 09 446 2125
M 021 940 041

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

2/175 Victoria Road, Devonport
Central Devonport Unit                  $799,000

A golden opportunity to own a great 2 bedroom home  
very close to Devonport Village. Drenched in sun,  

north-facing deck for entertaining, views of city skyline and Mt 
Victoria. This is a perfect home for young professionals  

or perhaps those looking for a lock-and-leave.

OPen HOMe SunDay 12.45PM-1.15PM

Real estate Professional

The possibility of Takapuna Grammar 
School’s pool being used by the community, 
all year, is increasing with the school 
partnering with a commercial operator.

“The private sector is interested in utilising 

school-based assets,” says an Auckland 
Council document seen by the Flagstaff.

“Takapuna Grammar is about to partner 
with a commercial provider to enclose their 
swimming pool to enable year-round use.”

Takapuna Grammar principal Mary Nixon 
confirmed progress on the pool.

“We are currently in discussions with a 
company and will let you know when an 
agreement is signed,” she said. 
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09 445 9800

How will a capital gains tax affect you?
What do you need to do to retire comfortably?

How can you diversify your portfolio?
Property vs shares – which is best?
How can you grow your net worth?

A full range of independent financial advice.
Free initial consultation. All commission refunded.

email: david@davidsmart.co
Phone: 027 543 4455

 www.davidsmart.co
Copies of Disclosure Statements available on website.

Urgent action on Lake Rd improvements 
is being sought by the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board.

News that any structural work on Lake 
Rd is two to three years away, has stunned 
members of the board, which had set 
improving Lake Rd congestion as its top 
priority. 

“There seems to be no urgency on this 
[from Auckland Transport (AT)]. It’s our 
number-one priority and we want it to 
happen,” member Mike Sheehy said at a 
board meeting last week.

“Two to three years is a long way off – we 
want it to happen now, to start now.”

However, AT’s local-board liason officer 
Marilyn Nicholls said a two- to three-year 
time frame was “quite realistic”.  

The Lake Rd project team had only formed 
at the start of 2019, a detailed business case 
was still to be developed, designs produced 
and feedback from the local board and wider 
community was still to come in, she said.

“It’s a multimillion-dollar project, not a 
raised pedestrian crossing,” Nicholls told 
the board.  

More than $30 million has been budgeted 
for Lake Rd improvements.

Board chair George Wood called for an 
“action path” from AT so the local board 
could have an idea of when the project 
would start.

“I was very surprised when I read it was 
two to three years away.”

Nicholls said she would pass on the 
board’s request for a timeline.

Local board irked by slow 
progress on Lake Rd upgrade
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DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION?
Book your appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

Land around Auckland mountains 
could be added to the territory 
administered by the Tupuna Maunga 
Authority.

However, it is unclear if  land 
around Takarunga/Mt Victoria or at 
Maungauika/North Head would be 
included, Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board deputy chair Grant Gillon told the 
board’s February meeting, following a 
Tupuna Maunga Authority (TMA) briefing 
to local board chairs.

“The TMA will talk to some local 
boards about adding contiguous land to 
the maunga – ie, transfer some council 
– or Crown-owned land to the relevant 
maunga.

“It was unclear it if affected our board 
area,” Gillon said.

However, Devonport Primary School, 
situated on Crown land on the slopes of 
Takarunga, is an obvious area that may 
be considered.

Pest trees will be removed extensively 
on maunga and replaced by natives, 
Gillon said, although some trees would 
remain as taking them out could damage 
archaeological sites.

More fire-resistant grass is also being 
investigated for the volcanic cones, he 
said.

Authority eyes land 
adjacent to maunga
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Early Childhood Centre
Hall of Early Childhood Education 

Excellence Award 2016, 2017 & 2018
www.myece.org.nz

27a Summer St, Stanley Bay
09 445 2288

sib.devonport@gmail.com
www.smallisbeautiful.co.nz

9 - 1pm   •   9 - 3pm

 Devonport Pet Groomers

short bark  
and sides nz

short bark and sides offers the  
ultimate experience for your pet.
Full groom, bath and blow dry,  
nail trim, pup intro to grooming

Price depends on breed, size and coat.

Please call 
Barbara 

021 141 0331

Find us on face 
short bark and sides nz

Vacancy: 
PA and Accounts

•  You are confident navigating your 
way around Xero as a Bookkeeper

•  Accuracy is your trademark  
in data entry

•  You enjoy the variety of the  
work in a PA position 

If this sounds like you,  
we would love to hear from you.  

The Depot Artspace, has a vacancy 
for a part time 15 hours/wk  

PA and Accounts Coordinator.

Please call 021 685 737 or email 
lynn.lawton@depotartspace.co.nz

People in Devonport are joining forces 
to offer a helping hand to grieving friends 
and families of victims of Christchurch’s 
mosque shootings.

Hundreds of Devonport families have 
filled up boxes with food and other speci-
fied items, plus gifts and notes of love and 
support for delivery to those affected by 
the mass shooting.

The initiative is coordinated by 500 
friends, a charity set up in response to the 
Christchurch earthquakes, which has gone 
on to respond to other disasters.

The boxes, which children decorated, 
were dropped back to Vauxhall School on 
the evening of 30 March for distribution. 

In another initiative, family-run natu-
ral cosmetics company Zeosoft, helping 
distribute t-shirts printed with a motif of a 
kiwi bird holding hands with a Muslim girl. 

A group of businesses are involved in the 
project, sparked when accountant David 
Steele was feeling glum on 16 March and 
wondering what he could do to help. His 
daughter sent him a heart-warming design 
by her friend Sam Baker. Steele had the 
idea of printing 1000 t-shirts and selling 
them as a fundraiser.

Zeosoft chief executive Phil Connolly 
said helping with distribution “seemed 
like the least we could do to help. David 
[Steele] mentioned it and we distribute 
our products already, so it seemed like a 
no-brainer for us.” 

T-shirts are on sale for $30, of which $10 
will cover costs and the $20 profit will be 
donated to the Islamic Information Centre 
in Christchurch, which is assisting grieving 
families after the 15 March tragedy.

If you would like to find out more or 
purchase a t-shirt, visit dpa.co.nz/tee-fund-
raiser.

Devonport rallies to support Christchurch

Devonport making a difference…Phil Connolly with the fundraising 
t-shirts
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Devonport 31 Seacliffe Avenue

4 3 2 4

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 18 Apr 2019

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 11-11.45am

& Wed 5-5.45pm

Lynda Betts021 278 3024

lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Style and sophistication in a premium location

Distinctive, sophisticated and indulgent, this home is the absolute epitome of luxury living. Blending

the timelessness of the 1950s with modern architectural design, a relentless commitment to the

highest standards of quality and execution, and the wide stunning views afforded by this prized

location, this unique property is beyond compare. Rebuilt from foundations to roof in 2017, this

house is in immaculate condition. A superior property - one that was created to offer a truly

exceptional lifestyle. If you have high expectations, you should view this fabulous family residence.

Contact me today for further details or see you at the open home.

bayleys.co.nz/1470247

NEW LISTING

Devonport 34A Tainui Road

4 2 2 2

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 17 Apr 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.45pm

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Coastal character charmer

Cheltenham Beach beckons just a short stroll from this spacious home. And if the tide is out, you can

enjoy the heated salt-water pool at home, surrounded by lush tropical planting and a great outdoor

entertaining area to enjoy with family and friends. This home has a welcoming and relaxed feel and

offers plenty of space for everyone to enjoy either together or separately. All tastefully presented,

and well suited for everyday family life and entertaining make this home a real charmer. Plenty of

storage is available throughout the house, and the large double garage at the end of the long drive

offers even more storage. Lots of space here for a boat and all the toys you will need when living so

close to the beach.

bayleys.co.nz/1470249

bayleys.co.nz

NEW LISTING

Devonport 34A Tainui Road

4 2 2 2

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 17 Apr 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.45pm

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Coastal character charmer

Cheltenham Beach beckons just a short stroll from this spacious home. And if the tide is out, you can

enjoy the heated salt-water pool at home, surrounded by lush tropical planting and a great outdoor

entertaining area to enjoy with family and friends. This home has a welcoming and relaxed feel and

offers plenty of space for everyone to enjoy either together or separately. All tastefully presented,

and well suited for everyday family life and entertaining make this home a real charmer. Plenty of

storage is available throughout the house, and the large double garage at the end of the long drive

offers even more storage. Lots of space here for a boat and all the toys you will need when living so

close to the beach.

bayleys.co.nz/1470249

bayleys.co.nz
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The symbol of urban cool, the Lime 
electric scooter, has failed to reappear in 
Devonport in any numbers following a recent 
suspension of the company’s licence.

A quick glance at the Lime app at press 
time showed just one in Devonport and 
another in Takapuna.

Prior to the suspension, scooters were usu-
ally easy to find on the Devonport peninsula. 

Lime says the scarcity is an operational 
decision based on a review of usage prior to 
the temporary ban. 

It says its fleet of 1000 scooters is only 
just able to meet demand in the Auckland 
CBD, so has not been redeployed to other 
areas where they were not used in such great 
numbers.

“If the local Devonport community would 
like to have more Limes, we suggest they 
write to their local councillor to request an 
increase in the fleet numbers,” the company’s 
public affairs manager Lauren Mentjox said.

Lime does have a few ‘juicers’ – people 
who collect and recharge the scooters over-
night – in the area, but would need to recruit 
more if demand lifted.

Auckland Council suspended Lime’s 
licence on 22 February, as a result of a fault 
that saw some of the scooters’ wheels seizing 
up while in motion.

The temporary ban was lifted on 1 March, 
but the company took a further week to test 
its scooters before returning them to CBD 
streets.

Meanwhile, the country’s first shared elec-
tric mopeds are being piloted in Devonport 
and Takapuna, where tourists and locals have 
been using them to zip around silently. 

Kwikli launched its fleet of 10 mopeds in 
mid-November and by mid-March they had 
clocked up 530 rides, or around 30 per week, 
with 4200km travelled in total.

Quickly by Kwikli... a rider on a shared e-moped in Devonport

“We have a number of regular users, 
as well as groups of friends, who like to 
explore the North Shore on our mopeds,” 
Kwikli chief executive Rushabh Trivedy 
says.

So far, there have been no injuries re-
ported to ACC, nor have any scooters been 
stolen or vandalised.

The e-mopeds have a top speed of 50 
km/h and riders must have a driver’s licence.

If you want to use a Kwikli scooter, you 
need to sign up for the app and pay a $1 
joining fee. After that it’s $2 per ride and 
35 cents per minute.

They can be used in the transit lanes, but 
not on footpaths or motorways.

A volunteer who tried out the scooter for 
the Flagstaff found the app a bit clunky, but 
then enjoyed the 6.9km ride, which at 14 
minutes, cost $6.90.

The rider, who didn’t wish to be named, 
would consider using it again if traffic con-
gestion was particularly bad.

The scooters need to be parked in mo-
tor-cycle bays and the Kwikli app shows 
five green zones between Devonport and 
Takapuna where its scooters can be parked 
without incurring an $80 charge.

Lime squeezed out of Devonport

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

The importance of independence
One of the benefits of dealing with us as debt and mortgage advisers is 
that we are totally independent from all the lenders available to us and 
from any other professional adviser, such as real estate agents, lawyers 
and accountants. This is important to ensure there is no conflict of 
interest or information when arranging finance.
If you’re thinking of buying, selling, repositioning yourself in the 
market, downsizing/upsizing etc, you can talk to us – we are confidential 
and independent. We will workshop your proposals, without any name 
attached to it, through lenders’  calculators and policies to find the 
best and most cost-effective options. We have access to all the online 
valuation tools that most lenders will accept. The information we give 
you will be an advantage, as knowledge is everything when dealing 
with your biggest asset.
Interest rates are remaining low with 3.99% fixed for 2 years specials 
being offered by most banks, as they seek market share in a slower 
sales environment. This is good for borrowers, but is slightly offset 
by growing concerns about global growth and uncertainty in New 
Zealand’s economic outlook.
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Tearing up the weeds at maunga open day 

Call for individual plans 
for devonport mountains 

Several dozen people converged on  
Maungaukika/North Head last week-
end for a community day organised by 
the Tupuna Maunga Authority.

Volunteers  took part in a health and 
safety briefing, ecologocial demonstra-
tions, planted trees and grubbed out 
weeds. Free rat traps were also handed 
out by organisers. 

Moving mountains… 
Gail Carran (above)  
and Sheila Byrne and  
Belinda Cooke (at left)

Photos India Worsnop

Individual management plans for 
both Maungauika/North Head and 
Takarunga/Mt Victoria should be put in 
place, says the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board.

The plans should be developed as 
quickly as possible in accordance with 
the Reserves Act, the board voted 
unanimously at its March meeting.

Earlier at the board’s public forum, 

Geoff Chapple, a spokesperson for a 
loosely associated group concerned 
about the way public consultation was 
being handled for the maunga, said 
individual management plans were vital. 

General management plans are not 
specific enough, which could lead to 
changes such as pedestrianisation 
gaining momentum without public 
input, he said.

Support your  

paper for the price 

of a cup of coffee. 

Go to 

devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  

‘Become a supporter’  

at the top  

of the page.
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For most businesses, April marks the start of a new financial year.  
It’s an opportune time to review the past year and plan for the next.

How have the last 12 months gone for your business and are you 
achieving your goals?

What would you like to see improve over the next 12 months?  
It could be sales, cash flow or simply more leisure time.

Accounting and management systems. Are they delivering the 
information you need to make informed decisions?

Are there any external influences that present threats or opportu-
nities for you?  There are a lot of proposed changes in government 
policy that will certainly affect you. No doubt you’ve heard about 
them through the media, but how will they impact on your busi-
ness?

We are here to help and provide insights into your business envi-
ronment.  For a no-obligation review of your position and how we 
can add value, call us today.

Planning for the  
New Financial Year

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099   Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

“We’re here to help your
  business succeed.”
   Let’s meet for a no-obligation  
chat about how we could  
help your business.

The North Shore Premier cricket side has 
gained promotion to Auckland’s top league 
after seven years in the lower division.

But as are the vagaries of cricket it all 
came down to the last match.

North Shore edged out Eden Roskill by 
six points to win the Tom Hellaby Champi-
onship last weekend. Although Shore had a 
handy lead at the tail end of the season, Eden 
Roskill threw everything into its last match 
against Ellerslie, making Shore fight all the 
way for the championship win. 

At Te Atatu Park against Waitakere, North 
Shore made the runs they needed to pick up 
a first-innings win and immediately declared 
at lunch. Then Waitakere went out and, 
in a session, clocked up 192/4. They then 
declared ahead of the final session, looking 
for an upset.

North Shore’s Stephen Baard wasn’t go-
ing to let a chance like that get away. Along 
with Graeme Beghin, the pair went after the 
total hammer and tongs. 

They needed to. When Baard was caught 
off Tony Wannan for 90, North Shore needed 
31 more runs and could not afford to slow 
down. 

Beghin stepped up his scoring rate, and in 
the 32nd over, he sent the ball to the bound-
ary for four runs, an eight-wicket win, and 
the Tom Hellaby Championship.

North Shore cricketers win  
promotion to top division 

Top knock…Stephen Baard (left) 
and Graeme Beghin acknowledge 
Baard’s 50 last weekend

Good starts  
for Devonport 
sports teams 

The North Shore United soccer team 
and North Shore premiers rugby side 
both kicked off their seasons with wins 
last weekend. 

In its first season in the Northern 
League in more than a decade, North 
Shore United beat Glenfield 3-1.

North Shore premiers outclassed 
Kumeu 40-17. This was a good result 
for Shore as it had several top players 
away or yet to return for 2019.

North Shore United plays Manukau 
City away this week, while North Shore 
premiers are away to East Coast Bays. 

North Shore’s Tom Hellaby 
Championship winning team
Stephen Baard Ben Wall
Graeme Beghin Mike Olsen
Carl Brungar Simon Keene
Ronnie Hira Tendai Chitongo
Sam Hinds Tim Duncraft
Asiri Wickramanayake
Coach: Chris Reid

Congratulations all round after 
Shore win
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 34A Tainui Road

4 2 2 2

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 17 Apr 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.45pm

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

linda.simmons@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Coastal character charmer

Cheltenham Beach beckons just a short stroll from this spacious home. And if the tide is out, you can

enjoy the heated salt-water pool at home, surrounded by lush tropical planting and a great outdoor

entertaining area to enjoy with family and friends. This home has a welcoming and relaxed feel and

offers plenty of space for everyone to enjoy either together or separately. All tastefully presented,

and well suited for everyday family life and entertaining make this home a real charmer. Plenty of

storage is available throughout the house, and the large double garage at the end of the long drive

offers even more storage. Lots of space here for a boat and all the toys you will need when living so

close to the beach.

bayleys.co.nz/1470249

bayleys.co.nz
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Devonport 23 Patuone Avenue

3 1 1.5 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

11.30am, Wed 10 Apr 2019

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 11-11.45am

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

Petko Petkov027 302 0686

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Reno started but stacks of potential

On a quietly located street within walking distance of Devonport village and the ferry sits a pretty

villa with plenty of street appeal, and stacks of potential. Set on a 278m

2

 site, this villa has already

had a head start, with the current owners making the most of its fantastic attributes. This is your

chance to take it to the finish line and reap all the benefits of owning a classic Devonport villa.

Towards the back of the home is where the real opportunity lies for you to add your finishing

touches, with the kitchen and dining/living area ripe for renovation and for opening out to a

secluded, private and sheltered backyard with a large covered deck surrounded by greenery.

bayleys.co.nz/1470248

bayleys.co.nz
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•	 Modern,	multicultural,	co-educational,	non-denominational	
environment	with	traditional	values	

•	 Focus	on	student	well-being	and	developing	future-ready		
global	citizens

•	 Proud	record	of	high	academic	results	and	scholarships	being	
awarded	locally	and	internationally

•	 Vast	range	of	community	service	and	leadership	opportunities

•	 Experiential	learning	through	wide	array	of	trips	and	exchanges

•	 29	different	sports	–	popular	and	niche	sporting	codes

•	 Nationally	acclaimed	performing	arts	programme

•	 National	NCEA	or	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	Diploma	
curriculum	options	for	senior	students

•	 Park-like	grounds	and	state-of-the-art	facilities

•	 Dedicated	bus	service	travelling	20	routes	across	Auckland

Middle and Senior School tours available.   
Visit discoverkristin.school.nz or  
call Marg Cross on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Apply 
now for 

2020.

An environment  
to open minds  
that open doors.
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In order to fund its many projects, groups and 
grants, the Devonport Rotary Club organises 
and runs many fundraising events. 

With the demise of the Food and Wine Festival, 
the Devonport Fine Homes Tour is now its larg-
est and most successful event. Run every sec-
ond year, it has raised more than $120,000 
over the three held so far, with money going 
to Cure Kids, Plunket and Dementia Auckland.

Later this year, it returns and is being held on 
Friday 1st November. (Save the date!) Tickets 
will go on sale soon.

This year will be the fourth event, and with the 
support of its principal sponsor, Bayleys Real 
Estate, our charity this year will be Dementia 
Auckland, plus we are aiming to put money 
back into the local schools, kindergartens, 
clubs and groups on the Devonport peninsula.

A huge thanks goes to the homeowners who 
have offered to open their home for past years 
as well as this year’s event. We aim to have a 
mix of homes – big, small, character, modern, 
different, quirky and special. If you would like 
to offer your home for the event, we would 
love to chat with you.

We are also looking for sponsorship. So if you 
would like to offer, or know of a company/
person who can help, again we would love to 
hear from you.

Looking ahead we have another busy month 
of events:

8th April – David Allis – Global Hope Network 
International

15th April – Beyond Water – upcoming East 
Africa water projects

29th April – Gaynor Larson – talking about 
prostate cancer

6th May – Lynn Dawson speaks about work-
ing with women in prisons

We welcome you to come along and see what 
Rotary is all about – you will be surprised at all 
the things we do in your community.

For more information, contact us at  
info@devonportrotary.co.nz  

or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz

This monTh’s column is sponsored  
by lynda beTTs

i am organising the houses for the 
Fine homes Tour and you can  

contact me on 021 278 3024 or  
Lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz
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Devonport 25 Mozeley Avenue

5 3 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 21 Feb 2019

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Victoria Bidwell021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Villa and self-contained garden studio

Timeless character features blend harmoniously with modern conveniences in this immaculately

presented villa nestled in the heart of Devonport. The expansive open-plan living space is perfect for

family living or entertaining, with a new kitchen, generous dining area and excellent indoor/outdoor

flow. Four good-sized bedrooms ensures space for everyone, while two bathrooms, and ample

storage make the home as functional as it is warm and charming. The highlights continue away from

the main residence, with a modern self-contained one bedroom garden studio perfect for use as

guest accommodation, a teenage retreat, or a pool room. The large back garden is the perfect

family paradise. Close proximity to schools, Devonport Village and ferry to the CBD.

bayleys.co.nz/1451021

Cheltenham 19 Tainui Road, Devonport

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 21 Feb 2019

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Victoria Bidwell021 947 080

victoria.bidwell@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Position, Potential and Charm in Cheltenham

The immense charm and eye catching street appeal of this late 1800’s four bedroom villa occupies

a prized corner site attracting all day sun. The large, private back garden with views to the mountain

and room for a pool will excite those looking for space for a family to spread. Positioned in heart of

Cheltenham a quick stroll to the beach and cafes and also in close proximity to schools, village and

city ferry. You will love the choice of living options - beautiful formal rooms are complemented by

casual living and dining, both of which flow to the lovely garden with double garage. This is one of

Cheltenham’s landmark homes and it provides the space and potential to create your perfect

family paradise in this very sought after location.

bayleys.co.nz/1451023

bayleys.co.nz

NEW LISTING

Devonport Hidden Treasure - Peace and Practicality - Freehold

3 2 2 2

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 7 Mar 2019

28 Northcroft St, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 2.30-3pm

or by appointment

Lynda Betts 021 278 3024

lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

23A Kawerau Ave

Situated in a quiet cul-de-sac close to a host of amenities, this stand alone contemporary plaster

home with cavity and treated timber frame, boasts an impressive array of creature comforts, and is

offered by determined vendors. Inside, three double bedrooms, a sewing room and study space

ensure there's ample accommodation, two superb bathrooms plus a powder room enhance

functionality and a modern kitchen features everything you'd expect in a home of this calibre. The

open plan living area flows outdoors where established gardens frame the fully-fenced section

creating a safe haven. A sunny deck is the perfect place place to live and entertain. Close to schools,

ferry, beach and shops. Beautifully maintained and ready for your family. Act now.

bayleys.co.nz/1470241

NEW LISTING

Devonport 24 Russell Street

3 2 2 1

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 7 Mar 2019

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 11-11.45am

or by appointment

Lynda Betts021 278 3024

Prue de Bie021 521 242

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Position, character, potential - all in one!

See your children safely cross the road to Stanley Bay School from this fabulous character filled villa.

Generous living rooms flow through to the sun-soaked deck and fenced lawn, perfect for family fun

and alfresco entertaining. Open plan kitchen, dining and two living rooms allow different age groups

to be close, yet gives space and separation options on one level. This spacious home has the

potential for you to add value inside and out. Stanley Bay homes are tightly held by families who

regard this as a special place to live. Close by are beaches, parks, Devonport village and access to

both the city ferries. Our owners are relocating overseas, sadly leaving their treasured home, now

it's your turn to enjoy and enhance in this superb location.

bayleys.co.nz/1470233

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

Further toxin-testing for fire-foam 
contaminants at the former Ngataringa test 
site has been requested by the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board.

Defence Force testing of Ngataringa Bay 
for the fire-foam residue PFAs has found it in 
molluscs and crabs  – important food sources 
for endangered  and migratory birds.

The Defence report found little risk to 
humans, but the local board has raised 

concerns about “anecdotal evidence” that 
concrete foam drums were dumped at the 
Ngataringa tip site.

The board recommended council’s landfill 
officer test the old tip site for contaminants; 
wants further testing carried out on other 
food sources for Ngataringa Bay birds; 
and further tests made to check if any such 
contaminants are entering council’s trade 
waste system.

Local board wants more toxin tests 
for Ngataringa Bay

Dr Erica Lauder

Ph 445 4452 info@devo.thedoctors.co.nz

Dr Erica Lauder and her  
dedicated team, receptionist  
Nicky, and nurse Amanda  
from Devonport Family Medicine,  
have temporarily moved to  
The Doctors Hauraki,  
308 Lake Road, Hauraki Corner.

You can contact us on 445 4452  
or info@devo.thedoctors.co.nz.

This is a temporary move. Later in the year,  
we will be moving back to Devonport  
to bright, modern premises.

We would like to thank the community  
for their support during this time.
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PRIVATE SALE
$1,279,000

26 Aramoana Ave, Devonport 
4 bedroom bungalow
Private sale listed on  

TradeMe GED179 to view please 
contact Joelle on 029 7717 234

OPEn hOmES 
Saturday and Sunday 

6 and 7 April, 1.15pm to 2.00pm.

Devonport 
Arts Festival 

highlights 
The Devonport Arts Festival this 

year runs from 5-7 April. Highlights 
include: 

Friday after Five Twilight Party: 
Food trucks, live music, art activities, 
large roaming puppets, sketch classes 
and more. From 5pm, Friday 5 April, 
at Windsor Reserve Band Rotunda.

Paragon Matter Pop-Up Fine Art 
Exhibition: Preview at 5pm on Friday 
5 April; artist talks at 2pm,  Saturday 6 
April, inside the Old Post Office.

Beach Tagging on Devonport 
Beach with David Hilliam: 2pm, 
Saturday, 6 April.

Sam Melser Art Workshop: 2pm, 
Saturday, Band Rotunda

Wo n d e r f i s h  C o l l e c t i v e  @  
The Victoria Theatre: 8pm, Saturday, 
6 April.

The Book Quartet in conversation 
with David Slack: 1pm Saturday, 6 
April, Devonport Library.

www.devonportartsfestival.com

A mini crime spree is raising questions 
that Devonport cafes are being targeted as 
‘a soft touch’.

On 29 March, a man was captured on 
CCTV apparently stealing the tip jar from 
Devo cafe. Two other cafes reported having 
their tip jars stolen by a similar-looking man.

At a fourth cafe, the man is said to have 
stolen a coffee card and to obtain a free drink.

Devo owner Bronwyn Williams says it 
seems Devonport has been targeted in recent 
months, with car break-ins and other crimes.

“I’m not the only one who doesn’t lock my 
door. We feel a bit safe and removed from the 
big bad world. Maybe it’s changing and may-
be we need to be a bit more worldly now.”

The tip-jar theft was disappointing, she 
says, because so many people had kindly 
left their change, so the staff could go out for 
drinks together.

“If someone had said, I need 20 bucks to 
go to the ferry, I would have given it to them. 
I try to be a nice person, so it’s disappointing 
when people are mean,” says Williams.

By Monday, a customer had brought in a 
new tip jar, and tied it down, and many cus-
tomers had donated generously to replenish 
the “wine fund”.

Similarly, at The Living Room cafe, where 
they lost a tip jar containing $100 at opening 
time, owner Lucy Colmar-Jones felt disap-
pointed, because the customer had seemed 
so friendly.

Cafe manager Katja Hartman says other 

Laid-back Devonport a target for counter theft

cafe staff affected had discussed the thefts 
and the idea Devonport could be an easy 
target.“We were talking about the way no-
one locks their car. It’s what’s so nice. It’s a 
laid-back community,” says Hartman, adding 

it’s still not like places where this sort of thing 
happens every day.

A third cafe, the Twisted Tomato, lost $150 
from a till jar that is generally used for a year-
end staff lunch or get-together.

Time to up security… Devo owner Bronwyn Williams is thinking it 
could be time to be more vigiliant, after having her tip-jar stolen



April 5, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 13 

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 14 April 5, 2019

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
seems to be having a bob both ways in its 
relationship with the Tupuna Maunga Authority. 
On the one side, some members of the board 
– particularly Mike Cohen – are encouraging 
the authority to be totally open with the public 
with early consultation on the compilation of 
management plans for each mountain under 
authority control. On the other hand, the board 
is having private briefings behind closed doors 
– update meetings with the authority. Readers 
may recall the Flagstaff was shown the door last 
year when we tried to cover one of these. News 
of an upcoming briefing “soon” emerged at the 
board’s last meeting. 

Silence from Mike Cohen on making that 
public. 

The lack of Lime scooters on Devonport 
streets made me smile. In Lime’s limited re-
release of scooters post safety scares, we seem 
to have missed the cut due to higher patronage in 
the city. Even though one of Lime’s cheerleaders, 
councillor Chris Darby, lives at Stanley Point, 
is it too long a bow to draw to say Devonport is 
not as cool as the inner city suburbs?

With the flurry surrounding the launch of 
our sister publication The Rangitoto Observer, 
I’ve been in the strange position (as a journalist 
of 35 years in 2019) of being the subject of 
media interviews. It has been educational, not 

only for the questions journalists asked, but for 
that slightly uneasy feeling at the end of each 
conversation: “I wonder what they are going to 
use from that?”   

A North & South magazine contributor, doing 
a feature on the resurgence of local community 
papers across the country, asked how Devonport 
had changed in the 22 years I’ve had the 
Flagstaff. Two prime changes sprung to mind, 
both driven primarily by property prices. 

When I first moved to Devonport there were 
more grass-roots writers, artists and musicians 
living here. I say grass-roots, but probably mean 
impoverished. There are still many creatives 
living in Devonport, but most either bought 
property when it was cheap or have “other 
means”: an academic career, a high-earning 
partner or independent money. 

In my early years as Flagstaff editor, we 
covered a story about the numbers of solo 
parent families who were living in Devonport: 
unit (and house) rentals were comparatively 
affordable and children had access to some of 
the best schools and one of the most kid-friendly 
environments in Auckland. Now, market rents 
are prohibitive to all but the highest earners.

The changes aren’t necessarily all bad for 
Devonport. While there has been a significant 
influx of lawyers and bankers, there have also 
been many entrepreneurs and innovators settling 
in Devonport from overseas; people who are 
successful, some wildly so, in their fields and 
have chosen to live in Devonport.

So an intellectual and racial diversity remains. 
Go to a local school and there are nationalities 
from all round the world represented. We are a 

country of many peoples, not just Pakeha, but 
Maori, Pacific Island, Asian and “other”, as 
demographic studies seem to put it. 

The biggest real change in Devonport has 
been in local government, with control of 
virtually everything now in the hands of a very 
bureaucratic city hall. Day to day, it shows in the  
inability to get things done – broken footpaths, 
weed removal, and the years it took to fix the 
leaky wall on Victoria Rd, are prime examples. 

I get the impression people feel they are more 
isolated from planning and decision-making 
as well. The Devonport Community Board 
meetings a couple of decades ago were packed 
to the gunwales when a hotly contested local 
issue was to be debated. This never happens 
with Devonport issues at Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board meetings. 

The Flagstaff Notes

By Rob 
Drent

2 Titoki St and 39 George St

Open Day
Years 1–13

Saturday 4 May
9.30am–1.30pm

0800 222 877
parnellcollege.acgedu.com

New local 
INdIaN Takeaway

dinner from $12* (daily) 
4.30pm to 9pm

lunch from $10* (Mon-Fri) 
11.30am to 2:30pm

09 446 6512
Open 7 Days 

129 Lake Rd, Belmont 
(OppOsITe McD)
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Make an Anzac Poppy
at the Navy Museum

Saturday 13 April
10am - 2pm

14 + Free Admission 
64 King Edward Parade

Devonport 

Postboxes have been quietly disappearing 
from the streets of the Devonport peninsula, 
a change labelled a “disaster” by an older 
people’s advocacy group.

There’s one last neighbourhood postal 
box standing, on Bayswater Rd, outside 
Bayswater Superette; otherwise people 
need to travel to Hauraki or the Devonport 
PostShop.

“It’s a real issue for seniors,” Grey Power 
North Shore president Bill Rayner says.

“I know Auckland Transport works on 
the basis of a 400-metre maximum walk to 
a bus stop for seniors, and even that can be 
difficult for some. The same should apply 
to postboxes.”

The population is ageing, he says,  so New 
Zealand Post should reinstate the boxes. 

Rayner can’t understand why New 
Zealand Post can’t collect mail from the 
boxes, as it already has to send a van to 
Devonport Post Shop to collect mail. .

New Zealand Post said it constantly 
monitors postbox usage and the six it has 
removed over the past two years – from 
Calliope Rd, Victoria Rd, Albert Rd, Old 
Lake Rd, Jutland St, and Lake Rd – were 
not getting enough use.

“When we consider removing a box, we 
undertake a month-long review to establish 
if it is being used regularly enough to be 
financially sustainable. 

“We also place a public notice on the 
box saying we are monitoring it due to low 
volumes, which invites public response,” a 
spokesperson said in a statement.

“There is a cost in maintaining and 
clearing the boxes, which we need to 
consider in the face of mail decline (60 
million fewer letters were sent through our 

And then there was one: postboxes disappear

network in the last financial year).”
The trend started in December 2011. The 

Flagstaff reported an outcry over a decision 
to close five neighbourhood postboxes 
around Devonport, without any notification.

On behalf of Grey Power, Rayner lodged 

a formal complaint when the post boxes 
disappeared from Albert Rd, Kind Edward 
Parade and Vauxhall Rd.

Changes like this, and the loss of the 
council’s desk in Devonport Library, are 
driving older people out of Devonport, he says.

Last post... The last remaining neighbourhood postbox between 
Hauraki and Devonport is on Bayswater Rd outside the superette
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In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

North Shore’s only NZ Owned
Family Funeral Home

Husband & Wife Team
Professional & Personal Touch

Full Services & Direct Cremations
From $2,999.00

09 486 2631 – 027 486 2050
www.northshorefunerals.co.nz
157 Shakespeare Rd, Milford

Your editorial statement concerning the fu-
ture-proofing for trains running along the North-
ern Busway (Flagstaff, 22 March) is incorrect.  

Specifically, you stated councillor Chris 
Darby “was instrumental in making sure that 
bus lanes on the Northern Motorway were 
future-proofed so they could accommodate 
trains”.

While no doubt Councillor Darby is a vocal 
advocate for trains to be extended to the Shore, 
it was during my tenure as Mayor of the former 
North Shore City that the Northern Busway 
from the Auckland Harbour Bridge to Con-
stellation Drive was planned and much of the 
construction occurred. All of the North Shore 
City Councillors at the time put a significant 
amount of effort into ensuring that the route was 
to be future-proofed. Councillor Darby was not 
a party to these decisions, with him only being 
elected to council in 2004, after the Notice of 
Requirement to build the busway was signed off 
by the Environment Court at the end of 2003 
and all major planning completed. 

It is with a tremendous amount of pride 
for those who were involved that we had the 
foresight to ensure the Northern Busway was 
future-proofed to enable it to be converted to 
accommodate trains in the future. 

However, there are I believe issues still to 
be resolved before trains can utilise the route. 
Transpower, the national electricity transmit-
ting agency, subsequently requested to be able 
to install an underground conduit system for 
electric power cables. This was a $415 million 
project to install a 220K-volt system to trans-
mit electricity from South Auckland, over the 
Auckland Harbour Bridge and up to Albany via 
the Wairau substation.

The conduit system was duly laid in ex-
tremely thick concrete beneath the busway 
carriageway, with manhole access at various 
locations along the way. The electric cables 
were not installed until later. 

It was a major operation of to join the elec-
tric cables together at various points along the 
busway.  When this cable-laying occurred, the 

buses were restricted to one-lane traffic past 
the cable-joining work stations. This may now 
make the laying of rail tracks on top of these 
cables problematic.
George Wood

Isaac Donaldson’s two short 
questions  (Flagstaff, 22 March) are 
loaded with so much prejudice and are 
as subtle as cutting butter with an axe. 

But I wondered, what is wrong with 
females driving large cars? Even if they 
are wealthy and have poor taste.
Mark de Hora

Wrong to credit Darby for busway future-proofing

Questions loaded 
with prejudice
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Harcourts of Devonport Property Management
Put the management of your rental property in safe hands

Laura Kennedy
P 446 2106   M 021 960 313  E laura.kennedy@harcourts.co.nz
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I would like to bring to your attention the 
brilliant service to the airport that the SkyBus 
now offers. I recently had to fly to Wellington 
and took the opportunity to test it. It leaves 
from Albany, stops at Smales Farm and Ako-
ranga Station (my stop) and then direct via 
Waterview Tunnel to the airport. The bus drops 
you  right outside the front door, has masses of 
room for luggage, comfortable seats and, con-
sidering the stress of driving, it was a bargain.

Returning, I caught the SkyBus at the termi-
nal exit. It drove to the International Terminal 
and then direct to Akoranga where I was 
picked up by a friend.  I  think it took about 35 
minutes.  Yes, my trips were off-peak and, on 
the return journey, I was the only passenger!

 Just thinking a little publicity in your 
newspaper about riding the SkyBus  might be 
informative and helpful for our community.
Mandy Dempsey

Sky-high praise for airport bus

This is a very positive ‘shout out’ about 
the newish AT taxi service in Devonport 
(the white cars with Lime green signage) 
enabling us to leave our car at home when 
needing to get on the ferry, for example.

If my recent first experience is anything 
to go by, we have a winner!

I was not only picked up, but also learned 
from the driver how to set the ‘pin’ correctly 
on the map on my mobile. And the trip cost 

the set price of $2.50 each way.
This service is a boon for ferry trips when 

leaving a car by the ferry is dicey.
Another passenger picked up had used the 

service many times and was full of praise.  A 
big plus was being texted the driver’s licence 
plate, as with Uber. And if any hiccup, the 
driver’s phone number is also texted.

Thank you AT!
Ros Capper

AT Local service a boon for Devonport

Letter coming 
geoff chapple

On March 17, the Devonport Group’s 
submission to the Tupuna Maunga Authority 
(TMA) on the TMA’s 2019/20 Operational Plan 
queried the $500,000 capital item listed there, 
to “repurpose or remove redundant parking” on 
the Takarunga/Mt Victoria  summit. 

We took this to mean the top car park, or 
most of it, would be removed, and asked 
that this allocation – from Auckland Coun-
cil budgets – be put on hold until the TMA 
produces an individual management plan for 
Takarunga. The Reserves Act 1977 directs 
any new administrator of a reserve, such as 
Takarunga, to produce such a plan for each 
reserve it manages. That plan then sits in the 
local library and other public places, is clear 
as to the dimensions of the administrator’s 
management intentions, and invites public 
comments by written and oral submissions. 
It’s called democracy. 

The TMA hasn’t followed this route. It 
claimed in a recent letter to the group that it 
has met its Reserves Act requirements for a 
management plan by way of its Integrated 
Management Plan of 2016. That document, 
though, was a general one, that laid out 
only values and pathways that would guide 
policy across all of its 14 maunga, and did 
not detail policy. 

We’ve maintained therefore that the TMA 
jumped the gun in March 2018 by installing 
a barrier arm on the summit road – a policy 
decision to ban vehicles, without having 
gone through a submissions process. Our 
opposition to the removal of the car park 
– in effect a second irremediable step to 
enforce the vehicle-free tihi – therefore 
continues to channel the mood of the public 
meeting we called in May last year, and the 

accompanying petition to the TMA “that 
in all future interactions the Devonport 
community expects the Authority to consult 
widely, and not simply impose its will, in an 
authoritarian manner.”

We respect the fact that ownership of the 
maunga now rests with a Maori trustee. We 
respect Maori tikanga also, and its belief that 
the tihi must be healed – an appeal reaching 
back both to the natural form of the maunga, 
and its modification by Maori occupation. 

But quite aside from its apparent repon-
sibility under the Reserves Act, the TMA’s 
establishment Collective Redress Act called 
for it to administer its reserves not just for 
the tribes, but also for “the other people of 
Auckland”. It’d be interesting and educa-
tive for everyone for a proper submissions 
process to gauge Auckland’s attitude on 
proposed changes – on barrier arms and car 
parks, but also what sacred summits imply 
for public use, eating, playing, kite-flying, 
taking selfies, etc.   

In that spirit, two days after submitting to 
the TMA, we tabled our TMA submission 
to the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
meeting of March 19, and spoke to it.

The board later did pass, unanimously, a 
resolution asking that the board “advocate to 
the Tupuna Maunga Authority that individual 
management plans for Takarunga/Mt Victoria 
and Maungauika/North Head be developed 
as quickly as possible in accordance with the 
Reserves Act 1977”. 

Our submission is available in the  Open 
Minutes Item Attachments section of the 
local board’s 19 March meeting, now online, 
at http://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Geoff Chapple Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BYPROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

Serving You First

STONES IN HIS POCKETS
Thursday 4 April–Saturday 13 April 

The Rose Centre, School Road, Belmont 
The new avant-garde comedy from The Company 
Theatre Stones in his Pockets by Marie Jones is a 
fun show set in a small village in rural Ireland at 
the time of a Hollywood invasion. For bookings 

and show times visit: www.iticket.co.nz. 

THE LITTLE mErmaId
Sunday 7 April–Tuesday 9 April, 7:30pm 

Bruce Mason Centre,  
1 The Promenade, Takapuna

Takapuna Grammar School present their 2019 
school show, the magical underwater adventure, 
Disney’s The Little Mermaid! With a large student 
cast and crew working together onstage and off, 
live orchestra and special effects, this is a show  

for the whole family not to be missed!  
Tickets on sale via TicketMaster.

maKE aN aNzaC POPPy  
aT THE Navy muSEum

Saturday 13 April, 10:00amw–2:00pm 
Torpedo Bay Navy Museum, 64 King Edward Pde 
Make a traditional paper poppy or try your hand 

at crafting a knitted, crocheted or felt poppy.  
Keep your new creation to wear on 

Anzac Day or plant your poppy in the  
Navy Museum’s Remembrance Field. Free event.  

For more info visit: www.navymuseum.co.nz 

HImmErLaNd &  
maIrI CamPbELL CONCErT

Monday 15 April, 8:00pm 
The Bunker, Takarunga/Mt Victoria

Denmark-based group Himmerland have added 
the very fine vocals and viola playing of Mairi 

Campbell for this tour. Campbell has won awards 
for Scottish Singer of the Year and  

Instrumentalist of the Year. Tickets: $20. 
Please book early phone 09 445 2227.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

445 9533  |  dportcomm@xtra.co.nz

OUT & ABOUT
with MARIA TEAPE

027 245 3392  c.wetzell@barfoot.co.nz

0800 248 521  i.cunliffe@barfoot.co.nz

Carol Wetzell
Proudly supported by

Ian Cunliffe

Devonport 09 445 2010 | www.barfoot.co.nz

SUMMER FUN PRESCHOOL PLAY 
Tuesdays 9:30-11:00am at Windsor Reserve
Thursdays, 9:30-11:00am at Bayswater Park
A FREE fun time for preschoolers to play with 
big toys, be active and to make new friends. 
Bring your toddler and a coffee and enjoy our 

beautiful parks! For more information,  
contact Carolyn or Maria on ph: 445 9533.

COMMUNITY NETWORK MEETING
Thursday 12th November 10am - 12 noon

Devonport Yacht Club, 25 King Edward Parade
A quarterly meeting to promote networking 

among residents and local community groups.  
Meet new Community Constable Jasmine Bundle.
Hear from Auckland Council about the new dog 
and alcohol by-laws plus about changes to the 
Inorganic Collection programme, and from Cliff 

Heywood of the Navy Museum about their latest 
projects. All welcome and morning tea provided. 

Contact Maria on phone: 445 9533 or email: 
maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PLUNKET SPRING FAMILY FUNDRAISER
Sunday 22nd November, 10am on

Plunket Rooms, 1/3 Wairoa Rd, Devonport
Fun for all the family with a bouncy castle, 
dance instructor, facepainting, games, live 

music, bbq, raffles, coffee van, icecream, baked 
goodies and more!  Visit https://www.facebook.
com/PlunketDevonportTakapuna/ for more info.

WELCOME TO DEVONPORT 
Friday 27th November, 10:30am

Corelli’s Café, 46 Victoria Rd, Devonport
New to Devonport or interested in meeting 

others from your community? You are warmly 
invited to Welcome to Devonport to find out 
more about what’s on and meet some new 

faces. Contact Rebecca ph: 445 3068 or Maria 
ph: 445 9533.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS,  
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email us  

at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

Maunga Authority ‘jumped the gun’
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A Maori chief reimagined as a bee, a 
doomed romance in Devonport and a storm 
hitting Takapuna Grammar School’s playing 
fields inspired some of the poems in a new 
collection from a local writer.

Devonport looms large in poetry of a lifetime

Ton of words... Former English teacher Mike Richards’ first published collection features 100 poems, 
written over 50 years

At 74, Mike Richards has just had his first 
collection of poetry, The Gingerbread Man 
& other poems, published by Steele Roberts.

One of the early poems, Patuone, arose 
from a weekly meeting in Devonport with 
two friends and Richards’ father (also a poet).

The idea evolved that each week someone 
would choose a topic, and the next week 
everyone would bring back a poem they had 
written on it.

“This mate who lived in Devonport said 
Patuone was a Maori chief who lived in De-
vonport and converted to Christianity.

“I used this image of him as a bee, getting 
what he could and making compromises.”

Richards wasn’t well acquainted with Maori 
activism, but he had the feeling tangata when-
ua had not been well treated, which is captured 
in the poem’s last line: “… he gave an acre to 
gain a yard.”

As a young man, growing up in Bayswater 
and attending Takapuna Grammar, Richards 

played cricket and soccer, and taught himself 
guitar and drums, playing with a schoolboy 
band.

Music was a theme in his life and he was in 
a band inspired by the Shadows through his 
time at university, studying for a masters in 
English from 1963 to 1966.

In the 1970s, he played in the Doug Lomax 
Band and then a dance band, Wastecote, that 
went through several name changes. 

He went on to join blues band Riverbed 
Slide, which frequently performed at the 
Masonic Tavern.

It was drinking alone at the Masonic, after 
being stood up by a woman, that inspired the 
poem Church Street corner, about the seaside 
clock over the road.

I sit here killing time time till seven,
watch the clock in its concrete silo,
await a conjunction of hands.
Sam Hunt was a strong influence  

on Richards’ work and the pair became  

A 1967 meeting with Sam Hunt helped inspire a young Mike Richards to take a new direction 
with his poetry, which more than 50 years later has been formed into a collection.  
The former musician and Takapuna Grammar School teacher talks to Jodi Yeats.  

Centre Chef required
8- 1pm Monday-Friday. 

Must have a passion and experience 
of cooking good nutritious  

whole foods and working, being 
around very young children. 

Must have excellent communication 
and presentation, have initiative 

and be joyful.

Email CV to  
yvonne.groot@thelearningspace.co.nz
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lifelong friends.
While at university, Richards taught himself 

motor mechanics, through working on his own 
V8, and became something of an expert.

After study, in 1967, he went to teachers 
training college. That year, Richards was at 
home one morning at a rented cottage on the 
beach at Castor Bay, hanging out the washing, 
when Hunt loomed into view between the 
folded sheets. 

He was coming to seek advice on buying 
a 1937 Ford, but was keen to drink beer. Talk 
soon turned to their shared interest in poetry.

“I had been studying English poems for four 
years and was writing like that. 

“When I met Sam, he was reeling off po-
ems. I thought there’s a whole new approach 
here.”

While Richards still enjoys the poets he 
discovered at university, such as W B Yeats, W 
H Auden and Jacobean poets, Hunt introduced 
him to New Zealand poets, including Denis 
Glover, Alistair Campbell and James K Baxter.

These poets used colloquial language, and 
were inspired by images, emotions and expe-
riences, rather than ideas.

Hunt also quoted from the lyrics of pop 
artists: Rod Stewart, the Rolling Stones and, 
especially, Bob Dylan, which struck a chord 
with musician Richards.

One of Richards’ subsequent poems, Car-
ol’s Birthday, about a renowned Stanley Pt 
clothing designer, ponders the Rolling Stones 

song Carol, and riffs on band members’ per-
sonalities.

The meeting with Hunt was a turning point 
for Richards. They stayed in touch and, in 
1987, Richards edited Hunt’s Selected Poems.

Over the years, Hunt gave Richards good 
“workman-like advice” on writing verse, in-
cluding the suggestions of starting with a first 

line, rather than working towards a last line, 
and using the first three words as a title, if one 
doesn’t spring out of the poem.

Richards taught in two stints for 13 years at 
his former school, Takapuna Grammar, as well 
as teaching in England, Germany, Glenfield 
College and winding up teaching part-time at 
Westlake Boys for 11 years. 

In 1975, Prose and Cons, a book he had 
co-written with author David Hill, was pub-
lished for use as a teaching aid.

In his second time working at Takapuna 
Grammar, between 1977 and 1989, Richards 
mainly taught English. The weather out on 
the playing fields one day inspired his poem 
August storm.

It seems as if the sea below
Were suddenly up here too, 
Flowing finally over land.
His poems variously capture difficult mo-

ments in Richards’ marriage and divorce, then 
the aforementioned doomed romance, which 
inspired another evocative composition, North 
Head picnic.

I am glad you are not here, 
Just the sense of you, a ghost at noon
In the blond, blowing head of the toetoe 
Struck by wind, the serious slope
Of your nose, your eyes winter water, 
Your body the ground where I rest.
There’s a more joyous tone to poems about 

meeting his now partner, Sue, and spending 
time at her home in Cheltenham, where he 
confessed:

I liked you. A risky statement at my age, 
but one that wind and trees and you
made possible.
Richards has finally gone public with his 

poetry, selecting 100 poems from a much larg-
er body of work, with a little help and advice, 
as always, from writerly friends Hill and Hunt.

Richards will read from The Gingerbread 
Man & other poems at the book’s launch at 
Depot Artspace, 4.30pm on 14 April.

It was drinking 
alone at the 

Masonic, after 
being stood up by a 

woman, that inspired 
the poem Church 

Street corner
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A musician who grew up in Devonport 
is returning home for a concert and special 
screening of new Kiwi musical film Daf-
fodils, for which she was a music director. 

Stephanie Brown is looking forward to 
her parents and aunts coming to the 7 April 
event at the Vic Theatre, where she will 
perform with her band that led to her work 
on the movie.

“[Writer] Rochelle [Bright] first brought 
us on board because she wanted the sound 
of our band, Lips, for the arrangements,” 
Brown says.

Lips is essentially a pop band, but doesn’t 
use guitar. Instead, Brown and her husband, 
Fen Ikner, play synthesisers and other 
keyboard instruments such as organ and 
accordion. Ikner also plays drums, bass and 
other instruments.

For the show at the Vic, they’ll be joined 
by bass player Ruby Walsh.

Brown is a six-generation Devonport local 
and went to Takapuna Grammar School, 
where a “great music department” and a 
parent who started a blues band, all fostered 
her future career.

Brown and Ikner began working with 
Bright, arranging music for the stage version 
of Daffodils, when the pair were living in 
New York.

What started as a two-week stage show 
at Auckland’s Q Theatre in 2014 went on to 
an extended run, tours of New Zealand and 
Australia, and an Edinburgh Festival Fringe 
award for a first play.

When Bright invited the pair to work on 
the movie as music directors, they moved 
back to the North Shore and got down to 
work in late 2016.

TGS and family help Steph’s music bloom into Daffodils

pic to come

Bright extended the stage script for film, 
which meant Brown and Ikner had to write 
three new songs, as well as arrange the 
music for the movie.

They wrote the film’s score and arranged 
the iconic Kiwi songs the film features, 
so the actors could move seamlessly from 
playing their characters to singing. 

Bright writes the songs into the script, so 
they express what is going on for the char-
acters and blend seamlessly with dialogue, 

Brown explains.
Directed by David Stubbs, Daffodils stars 

Rose McIver and George Mason as Bright’s 
parents, meeting and falling in love in Ham-
ilton in the 1960s.

Singer-songwriter Kimbra plays play-
wright Bright in the movie, decades later, 
recounting her parents’ story and performing 
a gig that weaves through the action.

The concert and special screening at the 
Vic is at 5.30pm on 7 April. Tickets $30.

No strings attached... Stephanie Brown’s electro-pop band Lips 
eschews guitars in favour of synthesisers and other instruments 
(Photo: Amanda Senior)

A shortage of compliance 
officers at Auckland Council 
could impact on the enforcement 
of freedom-camping by-laws.

New by-laws are working 
their way through Auckland 
Council, with heavy restrictions 
planned for coastal areas from 
Milford to Devonport.

The council’s Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board support 
officer Tristan Coulson says 
enforcement will be key for the 
rules to work.

However, compliance officers 
at Auckland Council working on 
noise-complaint and resource-
consent compliance are fully 
stretched now, and would not 
have much time to follow up 
freedom-camper issues, Coulson 
told the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board at its meeting last 
week.

Freedom-camping laws may lack enforcement teeth

Free and easy... a camper van in the public car park opposite  
Narrow Neck Beach
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We are excited to announce a new release 
of apartments at William Sanders 
Retirement Village.

There are one, two and three-bedroom options 
with views of the Sky Tower, Harbour Bridge 
and Mt Victoria/Takarunga.

These stunning homes are priced from 
$670,000 and you can lock in your fi xed 
weekly fee* of just $129. 

Located in the historic suburb of Devonport, 
William Sanders Retirement Village will off er 
a superb selection of apartments, along with 
assisted living and an extensive range of 
care options. Our village is proving to be a 
popular choice!

*Some conditions apply

Fourth stage of independent 
apartment plans released!

Fixed weekly fee for 
life – guaranteed*

Deferred management 
fee capped at 20%

Continuum 
of care

For more information please call 
Janet or Mark on 445 0909
Devonport sales offi  ces: 
Ngataringa Rd – open 7 days
29 Lake Rd – open Tues to Thurs
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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20 years ago from the Flagstaff files

Looking Back

• Plans for a village at Bayswater Marina 
advance, with its director Martin Jones 
floating a $150 million development 
comprising 90 to 130 residential units (a 
mixture of town houses and apartments), 
a range of retail shops, offices, restaurants 
and cafes, a ferry terminal, a convention 
centre and a boutique hotel linked to the 
proposed Bayswater Yacht Club.

 The new design has been scaled down to 
below the level of the adjacent clifftops, 
so the village will not dominate the sur-
roundings, Jones said.

 The central plank of the development is a 
massive underground car park, providing 
806 car parks, in addition to 144 above 
ground. While this will be below the water 
table, engineers say it can be done.

• Artist’s impressions of the planned Bay-
swater Marina are unveiled.

• Cis Wash turns 100 claiming hard work was 
key to her longevity. However, neighbours 
and friends, celebrating at her Belmont 
home, say her happy disposition has a lot 
to do with it. Cis first moved to Devon-
port with her baker husband Thomas in 
1930 and the couple worked with another 
family at a home cookery business in 
Cheltenham.

•A high-level meeting is called to discuss 
the future of the Tamaki coastal land, 
between Narrow Neck and Cheltenham, 
after a High Court judge declares it is 
a reserve and may not be sold by the 
Defence Force. The meeting is likely to 
involve North Shore MP Wayne Mapp, 
Minister of Conservation Nick Smith, 
Minister of Defence Max Bradford and 
other government officials.

• Signs warning against wharf-jumping are 
set to be erected at Stanley Bay Wharf. 
During discussions at a meeting of 
Devonport Community Board about an 
application for the ferry Toroa to berth 
at the wharf, a council officer voices 
concerns about the safety of jumping off 
the shallow western side of the wharf. 
Residents have concerns about reduced 
space for swimming, the possibility of 
parties on board the ferry and noise, and 
disposal of waste.

• Freehold sections in Fiji are advertised at 
$50,000 for 2-3 acres near coral lagoons, 
surfing and diving. 

• Glengarry advertises Matua Chenin/
Chardonnay for $8.95, Matua Pinotage/
Cabernet for $8.95 and Lansons Black 
Label NZ (bubbles) for $49.95.

• Harvest Organics offers home delivery 
from its Clarence St shop.

• Commercial activities on North Head are 
opposed by the community board in its 
submission on the historic reserve draft 
conservation management plan.

• Devonport Rotary forges ahead with plans 
for a 25-metre flagpole flying a New Zea-
land flag on the summit of Mt Victoria, as 
the organisation applies to get the $4000 
fee to lodge a notified resource consent 
waived.

• An attempt by North Shore City Council to 
chop down a pohutukawa tree on council 
land at Bayswater marina is stymied by a 
vigilant community board’s refusal to give 
landowner consent for the tree’s removal. 
The board disputes that it is damaging a 
sea wall.

The future as it used to be... An artist’s impression of a proposed 
village at Bayswater Marina

April… well just after St Patrick’s, 
we’re celebrating late with a touch 
of the old blarney, an Irish comedy 

in the very capable hands of 
Company Theatre.

Marie Jones’ Stones in His Pockets should see 
gales of laughter flowing from our doors….as 
well as some thoughtful faces at the end of each 
performance.

“a veritable masterclass in acting”  
DCTheatreScene.com

“an immensely entertaining night out” 
londontheatre1.com

For the whole story outline and to book tickets, go 
to iticket.co.nz and search “Stones” and click on 
the poster.

“Funlicious - Improv for Kids”
A school holiday programme April 15–18

The Rose Centre is delighted to bring to the North 
Shore a stunningly delicious experience for kids 
aged 8 to 12 this next school holiday.

Improvisation is an art form that allows kids to self-
create, self-discover and self-express. It develops 
the skills they need to have a happy and successful 
life such as collaboration, communication, 
confidence, creativity, resilience, storytelling and so 
much more. It teaches them to be in the present 
moment with other people so it’s an other-centric 
mindfulness activity. Improv is liberating, it frees 
anyone from the blocks that make them live small 
and of course it’s a HUGE amount of fun.

You need to be quick to get your kids on the 
programme. It’s $295 (or $275 each for kids from 
the same family). Go to eventfinda.co.nz and search 
The Rose Centre to book. Included in the price are 
tickets for parents to come along and enjoy what 
the kids have developed that week.

P 09 445 9900
E info@rosecentre.co.nz

F @RoseCentre    W rosecentre.co.nz

WRITTEN BY MARIE JONES, directed  by  Kristof  Haines 
4 April - 13 April  2019  at the  rose  centre,  belmont  

8pm   Wed - Sat, Sundays at 2pm

Book at www.iticket.co.nz, phone (09) 361-1000. Tickets $27 Concessions $22 plus booking fees
‘a side-splitting tragedy with 2 actors, 15 characters and maybe a cow’
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Two electric-vehicle (EV) chargers have gone 
live at Devonport Wharf car park, a year after 
they were installed. The final cost to ratepayers 
was more than $43,000. 

The chargers will be free to use for a 
12-month trial period, ending in April 2020. 
Customers will need to bring their own  
Type 2 charging cable.

The two poles were installed in April 2018, 
at a cost of $33,240, with an extra $9800 for 
consulting fees to ensure they complied with 
safety and regulatory standards.

Auckland Transport (AT) attributes the the 
cost to sophisticated technology that will track 
commuter behaviour in order to inform future 
commercial development of the ferry terminal.

The poles are part of a year-long “smart city 
trial” in Devonport, supported by the Energy 
Efficiency Conservation Authority, AT’s exec-
utive general manager of business technology, 
Roger Jones, said.

 “AT has already installed 48 EV chargers at 
our car parks across Auckland. However, these 
chargers in Devonport are different as they also 
include environmental data monitoring, parking 
sensors, wi-fi stations and adaptive lighting.”

The environmental sensors capture data on 
temperature, noise, and air quality. Nine over-
head parking sensors and 18 in-ground sensors 

will collect data on parking behaviour, processed 
using the charging stations’ wi-fi.

Adaptive LED lighting will ensure the stations 
are energy-efficient.

“The data we gain from these poles will help 
us better understand how people transition be-
tween different modes of transport,” AT media 
manager Mark Hannan said.

It is a first for New Zealand and the reason 
they have taken so long to install.

“This new technology required rigorous 
testing by a local electrical safety lab to ensure 
they were safe and compliant for public use,” 
Hannan said.

“The poles were also thoroughly reviewed 
and tested by WorkSafe New Zealand’s ener-
gy-safety division.”

The two poles are AC “medium chargers”. 
Thirty minutes’ charging adds 40 kilometres to 
an electric car’s driving range.

First-time users will need to register for an EV 
charge card from Devon On The Wharf. Once 
registered, this card can be used indefinitely and 
the chargers are available 24/7.

The AT Local fleet of ride-share vehicles will 
use the chargers in emergencies, but will general-
ly recharge at AT’s Glenfield depot, Hannan said.

More information is available at:  
at.govt.nz/evchargers

Electric-vehicle chargers 
finally go live at wharf
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Tēnā koutou katoa
We are pleased to announce we 

have appointed well-known Auckland 
company, Capri Construction, to build 
the first of the new houses in our Hillary 
development.

With the site works complete for the 
first stage, Capri has now moved on-
site and will be building at the rate of 
about 50 new houses a year. We will 
start marketing these properties later in 
the year.

Founded in 2003, Capri has recently 
been working on residential projects 
such as Richmond in Mount Wellington, 
Point View in East Tamaki, the Rise in 
Silverdale, and Norwood, The Reserve, 
Thomas Road and Redoubt Ridge in 
Manukau. 

There has been some recent 
commentary about our detention 
ponds and we have confirmed with the 
contractor and engineer that no water 
has been discharged from these this 
year. The Auckland Council compliance 
office also visits the site weekly to 

undertake compliance monitoring.
Our team constantly monitors the 

holding ponds and makes improvements 
as and when required. As it’s a large 
construction site, activity is ongoing and 
changing all the time, and our engineers 
and construction team are regularly 
engaged in fencing, piping, soil removal 
and other adjustments. 

We have previously said we are 
committed to upgrading stormwater in 
the area and are working collaboratively 
with the council to improve the water 

catchment in Belmont and around Shoal 
Bay. 

Finally, some concerns have been 
raised recently about the speed of 
trucks travelling along Eversleigh 
Road. Consequently, we have imposed 
a 30kph speed restriction on our 
construction trucks as they travel down 
this street.

If you would like to receive 
development updates by email, 
please register your details on:  
wrl@ngatiwhatuaorakei.com 

Kāinga Pāho

An artist’s impression of some of the new Hillary homes. 

Free care or reduced charges 
from 5pm to 8am every day of the 

year for eligible patients

NOrTHcrOSS 
948 East Coast Rd 

8am–8pm — 7 DaYS a WeeK
SMaLeS FarM 

74 Taharoto Road, Takapuna 
24 Hours — 7 DaYS a WeeK

0800 SHOrecare
www.shorecare.co.nz

0  8  0  0   7  4  6  7  3  2

SMALES FARM

NORTHCROSS

Caring for the community 24/ 7
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A slice of Ireland is coming to the Rose 
Centre in the form of Irish tragi-comedy, 
Stones in his Pockets.

The Company Theatre production is set 
in Ireland and the actors perform speaking 
in Irish accents. 

Director Kristof Haines says the play, 
written by Marie Jones, is many things: 
funny, touching, cynical, hopeful and, above 
all, unashamedly human. 

It is a story which will resonate with just 
about everyone, he says. “Seeking a fresh 
start, making unexpected new friendships, 
struggling with depression, finding a new 
purpose in life, these are, whether we like 
it or not, keystone human experiences and 
Stones in his Pockets brings them to light 
with real warmth and poignancy.”

The play centres around two friends from 
County Kerry, Charlie Conlon and Jake 
Quinn, employed as extras on a Hollywood 
film. 

Conlon has aspirations to get his own 
script made into a movie. Quinn has recently 
returned from New York and is mesmerised, 
along with everyone else, by the star of the 
movie, Caroline. Most of the locals are 
initially excited at the opportunity to be a 
part of a major film and distracted by the 
novelty. However, as filming continues they 
begin to feel abused and the glamour begins 
to wear off.

Stones in his Pockets has won numerous 
awards. 

The two actors in the play,  Natasha 
Kay Senior and Francis Johnson, play 15 
characters between them. 

Francis lives in Devonport and is in his 
final year at Takapuna Grammar School. He 
wants to study drama, having been hooked 
on theatre since he started acting in Geoff 
Allen’s classes at Devonport Drama at the 
age of eight. 

Fellow actor Senior comes from Barnsley 
in the United Kingdom

Francis says Stones in his Pockets is the 
most challenging production he has been 
in, because of the number of lines, the 
concentration of being on stage throughout 
and the precision needed to play eight 
characters, most of whom are Irish. 

Francis was nominated for an Auckland 
Community Theatre Trust Award for the best 
male in a lead role for his portrayal of Wayne 
in Popcorn by Ben Elton last year. 

He started working backstage for 
Company Theatre on One Man Two Guvnors 
and Ladies’ Day, when he says he was too 
shy to talk to anyone. Now he is on the 
committee and loves the fact that community 
theatre is all about combining with all sorts 
of people – actors, directors, stage managers, 
tech people. 

Of Stones in his Pockets,  Francis says, “It 
pretends to be about nothing much, yet it’s 
really about struggling to find your place in 

the world, when the supports you’ve relied 
on have been taken away from you”. 

Performances run from 4-13 April at The 

Rose Centre and tickets ($27 or $22 for 
concessions) can be purchased on www.
iticket.co.nz.

Hollywood comes to Devonport via Ireland

Two-hander... Natasha Kay Senior (left) and Francis Johnson, who 
play 15 characters between them in Stones in his Pockets 

Devonport Community House is seeking 
two new Committee Members

The Devonport Community House is looking for volunteers to join our 
Committee. Specifically, for people with either experience in the finance 
sector or someone with the willingness to eventually take on the role of 

Committee Secretary.  
We are a well-established not-for-profit organisation, located at the end of 
Clarence Street. The Devonport Community House provides a framework 

for local programmes and activities, and the House is a friendly and 
welcoming space at the heart of the community. 

This is a good opportunity to gain governance experience and contribute 
your skills and experience to your local community. 

The Committee meets once a month, on a Monday evening at the House. 
You would also need to have some availability for meeting preparation, 

answering queries, and contributing outside the meetings.
If you live locally and think that either of these roles would be of interest, 

then we would love to hear from you. 
Please contact Emma Grant (chairperson) at  

dchcommittee@gmail.com for more information.



April 5, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 31 

Council arborists give Old Albert a haircut

Time for a trim... Arborists tackle the dead wood on Devonport’s historic Australian banyan, (Moreton 
Bay fig) tree in Windsor Reserve. Known as ‘Old Albert’, the tree was planted as a seedling taken from 
Albert Park in 1883. Work in the reserve included pruning pohutukawa and phoenix palms, as part of 
Auckland Council’s regular maintenance programme. The work focused on public safety, footpath, road 
and structure clearance, and pruning for tree health. 

A Navy sailor, taken to North Shore hospital 
in a critical condition after a diving accident, 
has died.

Twenty-three-year-old Zachary Yarwood 
was taking part in diver training in 6-8 metres 
of water at Devonport naval base on the night 
of 25 March when the accident happened. He 
died the following day.

“My condolences are with Zachary’s fiancée, 
his parents and his two beloved brothers, as 
they, along with us, come to terms with his 
passing,” said Chief of Navy Rear Admiral 
David Proctor.

Able Communications Technician Yarwood 
joined the Royal New Zealand Navy in 2013 
and served in HMNZS Te Kaha and Philomel. 

At the time of the incident, he was on an 
advanced-diver training course, looking to join 
HMNZS Matataua as a qualified diver.

“Today the Navy is mourning a young sailor 
who had already packed so much into his ca-
reer and embodied our core values of courage, 
commitment and comradeship in everything 
he did,” Proctor said. 

“Zachary’s loss will affect not only his fam-
ily, but many within the Navy and the wider 
NZDF whanau.”  

Police, WorkSafe New Zealand and a cor-
oner are investigating the incident. The New 
Zealand Defence Force will be conducting a 
court of inquiry.

Sailor dies after diving 
accident at base

New and exciting changes are about to take place at 
Devonport Family Medicine. 
To ensure continuity of care to all our loyal patients, 
with Dr Grant Smith leaving Devonport Family 
Medicine at the end of March, I have taken over his 
share of the practice. I’m sure that over the years I 
will have been your doctor at some point. 
The change brings with it an opportunity to freshen 
up the practice and upgrade systems. A new website 
allowing you to book your appointments and repeat 
scripts online will be available. The practice is going 
to have a makeover, providing patients with a more 
modern and restful space, including a play area for 
children. 
I look forward to continuing to provide all our 
patients with my care as your general practitioner.
Dr Pieter Veenhuijsen

2 Fleet St, Devonport, North Shore

Changes beginning in April
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The State of Auckland Report Card 2016 
scored the local board area a ‘C’ grade (up 
from D in 2013) when measuring native 
plants, animals, weeds and pests in the area. 

Devonport-Takapuna has areas with a 
variety of plant and animal life that are 
important. There are also biodiversity 
intiatives being implemented. 

• Takarunga/Mt Victoria and Maungaūika/
North Head: The Tūpuna Maunga Integrated 
Management Plan states that replanting and 
restoring the indigenous biodiversity of the 
maunga is a key activity. 

• The local board is preparing a pest-free 

strategy for the area. 
• The local board plan also includes 

activities to support a community-
led restoration, weeding and planting 
programme. 

• The remnant coastal forest near the 
Takapuna boat ramp includes approximately 
500 tree stumps. This is a rare example of 
a fossil forest. 

• Ngataringa and Shoal Bays are known 
for their ecological significance to native 
flora and fauna and are home to a wide 
range of migratory seabirds and threatened 
native seabirds. 

The lack of modern infrastructure is 
cited as having a significant impact on the 
environment: 

• Sewage overflow events within 50 
metres of the Wairau Creek and around the 
coastline occur mainly during periods of 
heavy rainfall. 

• On a scale from A-F, freshwater streams 
in the Devonport-Takapuna area were 
given a ‘C’ grade, as reported in the State 
of Auckland Freshwater Report Card 2016. 

•  In 2016, Land Air Water Aotearoa 
scored Lake Pupuke ‘poor’ for both water 
quality and ecological conditions. 

• In 2018, swimming was not advised 
for 30 per cent of the summer swim season 
at Takapuna Beach. Takapuna Beach was 
ranked 69th of 84 monitored sites. 

The Devonport-Takapuna Open 
Space Network plan was made 
public last week, showing there 
is inadequate recreational land to 
cater for a growing population.  
Rob Drent cast his eye over the 
plan, which aims to make the most 
of what we’ve got.

Making the most of open space in Devonport and Takapuna

A growing, ageing and increasingly Asian 
population is set to be the key influence on 
future planning for Devonport and Takapu-
na’s open spaces. 

And partnerships with schools is one way 
of increasing available open space without 
buying land, according to the Devon-
port-Takapuna Open Space Network plan.

• Between 2013 and 2051, household num-
bers are projected to increase by 69 per cent 
in the local board area. Private open space in 
residential backyards is likely to diminish as 
intensification occurs. 

• 22 schools offer opportunities – both 
informally and formally – for recreation, 
sport and play. However, increasing student 
rolls mean that school playgrounds are under 
pressure of being replaced with classrooms. 

• The 2018 population forecast is 62,663 (a 
12 per cent increase since 2013). The project-
ed local board annual population growth rate 
over the next 30 years is 2.23 per cent a year. 

 •  The under 15-year age group is  forecast 
to increase by 10 per cent, from 11,220 to 
12,390, by 2043. 

• From 2006 to 2013 there was a 16.5 per 
cent increase in the 65-and-over age group 
and this trend is forecast to continue. 

• The European demographic is forecast 
to reduce as a proportion of the whole, and 
Asian, Māori and Pasifika are forecast to 
increase. In 2013, the European population 
in the area was just over 60 per cent, with 
the Asian category just under 30 per cent. By 
2038, the European segment is predicted to 
fall to under 50 per cent, while Asian numbers 
are set to rise to close to 40 per cent.

•  Just over 2100 hectares, which 
includes Lake Pupuke (105 hectares). 

•  Devonport-Takapuna has 123 
council-owned open spaces, spread 
across the local board area. These 
total approximately 216 hectares 
and include: 
-  39 connection and linkage  

open spaces 
-  29 neighbourhood parks
-  18 suburb parks
-  15 pocket parks 
-  9 sports parks 
-  5 esplanade reserves

-  4 destination parks
-  3 civic spaces 
-  1 historic reserve
-  6 kilometres of coastline. 

•  Local employment is an important 
feature of the local-board area with 
8787 businesses (2015) and one-third 
of the workforce being locals. 

•  The Devonport-Takapuna landscape 
has been highly modified: 52 per cent 
of the land is now hard (impervious) 
cover. Land cover is mainly urban 
(86 per cent), with small pockets of 
remaining native vegetation.

 Trends in households  
and population

 A snapshot of the Devonport/Takapuna Board area             

State of the environment

Devonport-Takapuna Open 
Space Network Plan 
March 2019 
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A lack of environmental protection measures in the Devonport-
Takapuna open-space plan concerned community activists.

“An open-space network plan must put the highest priority on 
the protection of recognised and significant natural environment 
areas,” Iain Rea of the Bayswater Environment Action Coalition said 
at the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board public forum last week.

“Such protection is not ‘nice to have’… it should be central to 
the board’s plan.”

Indeed, some of the plan’s encouragement of making the most 
of outdoor spaces could harm sensitive areas of Ngataringa and 
Shoal Bays, he said

Bird breeding grounds in the area are internationally known. 
The plan is missing anything that would seek to prioritise the 

conservation of what were national assets. 
“I would have thought this was fundamental. The plan opens up 

these areas – which could destroy them,” Rae said.
Community activist Ruth Jackson said the plan highlighted 

that Devonport had adequate open space for the population. But 
moving up the peninsula into Hauraki and Takapuna there were not 
enough parks and reserves for people, she said.

No money is available to purchase land for open space, and even 
if cash was available there was little free land to buy, Jackson said.

It reinforced her view that Auckland council could ill afford to sell 
off 40 Anzac Ave in Takapuna – a large open space, which she said 
should be kept in public ownership.

More needed to be done to plant trees to create corridors for 
bees and birds, Jackson said.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board deferred discussion on 
the report to its April meeting so members could give it further 
consideration. 

Concerns over what is missing from open-space plan

Growth 
The Unitary Plan enables higher levels 

of residential intensification, leading to 
significant population growth focused along 
the transport corridor and occupying an es-
timated 50 per cent of the local board area. 

Sports fields 
Devonport-Takapuna has nine sports 

parks. They provide for a wide range of 
sports codes that include rugby, rugby 
league, football, softball, cricket and touch 
rugby. 

A review of the sports capacity and de-
mand study was updated in 2017. By 2028, 
there is a forecast shortfall of 54 fixed field 
equivalent hours per week for training under 
lights, 26 hours of weekday training fields 
and 21 hours of weekend competition fields 
in the local board area – a total of 101 fixed 
field equivalent hours. Most of the shortfall 
is recorded within the Takapuna area. 

Sport New Zealand figures for 2013 show 
the top three recreation activities in the local 
board area were walking (50.2 per cent), 
gardening (27.1 per cent) and jogging 24.6 
per cent. 

The top three sports for which grounds are 
required are football (10.1 per cent), tennis 
(8.1 per cent) and golf (6 per cent). 

Indoor sports 
There are no council-owned indoor facil-

ities in the local-board area for community 
use. 

Playgrounds
There are more than 40 playgrounds with 

equipment installations across the local 
board area, ranging from a swing set to the 
destination park at Takapuna Beach. A key 
challenge will be how to meet an expected 
increase in demand for play over the next 
20 years. 

Connecting to the coast 
Given the prominence and popularity of the 

coastal reserve areas and the narrow shape of 
the Devonport-Takapuna land area, the plan 
identifies a need to be able to traverse east to 
west in order to connect open spaces. 

The east-west gaps are considered more 
apparent in the following areas: 

• Sunnynook to Campbells Bay 
• Forrest Hill to Castor Bay 
• Westlake to Milford 
• Hauraki 
• Bayswater to Belmont 
• Narrow Neck 
• Stanley Bay to Mt Victoria. 

Changing demands 
Demands on open space are increasing. 

These are not always consistent with existing 
reserve management plan rules or changing 
demographic patterns, and the open space needs 
of a growing population. Examples include: 
• Coffee vendors and food cart operators have 

requested regular access to popular coastal 
beach open spaces including Takapuna Beach 
and Milford Reserve. However, current re-
serve management plan rules and the Reserves 
Act place a high restriction on commercial 
activities on local-purpose reserves. 

• The Asian population increased in the 
Devonport-Takapuna area from 16.2 per 
cent in 2006 to 19.7 per cent in 2013 and 
the rate of population growth is projected to 
continue. In 2013, the top three indoor sport 
activities that Asians participated in were 
badminton (16.4 per cent), basketball (10.2 
per cent) and table tennis (5.9 per cent). 
Given the forecast increase in the Asian 
population and absence of council indoor 
facilities in the area, this indicates a growing 
need for indoor-court facilities. 

• The forecast reduction in Europeans may influ-
ence a change in use of open space, as may the 
increasing Asian populations. The plan says 
design influences such as pungsu-jiri and feng 
shui may also be of interest to explore when 
looking to appropriately respond to the Asian 
communities’ open-space needs. 

Open space and gardening 
Gardening is the second most popular activity 

in the local board area. As backyards (private 
open space) become smaller, there may be great-
er challenges in meeting the needs of gardeners. 

A significant population increase is forecast 
for the older adult, young retirees and older 
retirees lifestage categories. 

The plan notes that gardening is often an 
activity associated with those who have time 
and are mature in years and that this scenario is 
unfolding in Devonport-Takapuna. 

A key initiative of the local board is fund-
ing the establishment of a network of 
council-backed community gardens across 
the community (where at present there is 
currently only one at Mt Cambria Reserve).

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board Open Space Network Plan 
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increases to young retirees and older retiree lifestages. There are also forecast reductions to older families and significant reductions in young families, early year, and primary age life stages (Table 2). 
Table 2. Lifestages trends 2013 - 2038 

 The open space needs of a changing community need to be considered during park planning and development. 
Open space gaps 
The Open Space Provision Policy 2016 records that council’s investment in open space in existing urban areas is to prioritise the improvement of the existing network. The red patches within Figure 12 highlight indicative neighbourhood park open space gaps in Forrest Hill, Castor Bay, Crown Hill, Westlake, Lake Pupuke, Takapuna Central, Hauraki, Seacliffe, Narrowneck, Belmont and Bayswater.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12. Neighbourhood park gaps 

 The red patches highlighted within Figure 13 record indicative suburb park open space gaps in Crown Hill, Westlake, Hauraki and Seacliffe. 

Figure 13. Suburb park gaps 

 

Neigbourhood 
park gaps

Space constraints... 
the red patches highlight 
indicative neighbourhood-
park gaps in Forrest Hill, 
Castor Bay, Crown Hill, 
Westlake, Lake Pupuke, 
Takapuna Central, Hauraki, 
Seacliffe, Narrow Neck, 
Belmont and Bayswater 

Continued overleaf 
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CALL USFOR A FREEINSURANCEREVIEW

156A Lake Road, Belmont, Auckland 0622

P 09 488 7480  |  M 021 491 080  |  E nicola@nji.co.nz

www.nji.co.nz

NICOLA JONES INSURANCE

Cycling and walking
North-to-south walking and cycling infra-

structure investment is a high priority for the 
local board. 

Auckland Transport’s plan for walking and 
cycling in the local board area includes a route 
between Devonport and Takapuna completing 
the existing Green Route. (See map at right.)

Schools’ open space 
It would be useful to extend a current 

partnership programme that includes two 
schools (Belmont Primary School and Taka-
puna Grammar), to include the remaining 
17 schools in the open-space gap areas, the 
plan says.

Of 22 schools in the area, 19 are within 
identified open-space gap areas. 

 

Investing in sports fields 
The council is investing $190m in sports 

field capacity development across the re-
gion over the next 10 years. The aim is to 
meet the sports field capacity development 
programme target of at least 80 per cent of 
projected demand in all areas by 2022. 

High-priority actions 
recommended in the plan

• Implement Māori naming of reserves. 
• In partnership with the Tūpuna Maunga 

Authority, replant and restore the indigenous 
biodiversity of the Tūpuna Maunga. 

• Extend the scope of partnerships with 
schools for shared use of school land and 
community buildings, for the purposes of 
sport and recreation. 

• Monitor and improve maintenance of 
existing parks, especially in the areas of 
grounds maintenance, paths, trees, trip 
hazards, public toilets, seating and shelter. 

Where appropriate, develop high-quality 
pocket-park spaces in new high-density 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board Open Space Network Plan  
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Connect 
Creating a green network across 
Auckland by linking our parks, open 
spaces and streets 

Walking and cycling networks 

Auckland Council has five overlapping 
approaches, which plan for and implement 
walking, cycling and green-corridors through 
the region.  These approachs are: 

 parks and open spaces 

 biodiversity 

 healthy waters  

 transport  

 greenways.  

North to south walking and cycling 
infrastructure investment is a high priority for 
the local board. This includes continuing to 
develop local paths (as presented within the 
Devonport-Takapuna Greenways Plan 2015 
(Figure 15). The aim is to better connect 
Devonport-Takapuna neighbourhoods, as 
well as connections to paths being developed 
in the Kaipātiki, Upper Harbour and Hibiscus 
and Bays local board areas, and to regional 
walking and cycling routes.  

Figure 15. Local Path/Greenways route priorites  

 

The Te Araroa cycling and walking trail 
follows the east coast from Castor Bay to 
Devonport and continues onwards across the 
harbour exiting at the Auckland Ferry 
Terminal. The Te Araroa trail is connected by 
open spaces and users are always looking for 
open space experiences along the way. 

Lake Road 

Lake Road is the arterial road transport route 
that connects Devonport to Takapuna. 

An infrastructure investment programme 
along Lake Road aims to achieve the 
following transport benefits: 

 reduce delays 
 improve route resilience 
 increase walking and cycling activity 
 improve road safety.   

Auckland Transport’s plan for walking and 
cycling in the local board area includes a 
route that follows Lake Road and tracks 
westward heading towards Barry’s Point, then 
onwards to Takapuna (purple route in Figure 
16). 

Figure 16. Proposed Auckland Transport cycle 
network. 

 
residential developments 

• Develop high-quality civic spaces in 
local centre, town centre and metropolitan 
centre developments that will also enable 
events. 

• Prepare a plan that closes the gap in 
provision of outdoor sport platforms. 

• Prepare a plan for sports field develop-
ment of Barrys Point Reserve. 

• Work with the New Zealand Secondary 
School Council and North Harbour Sport to 
monitor physical activity participation rates 
and trends for young people in the area with 

a view to increasing participation.
The local board will also: 
• Seek prioritisation of infrastructure 

improvements impacting water quality, with 
a focus on the Wairau Stream.

• Improve the 2016 fresh water quality 
scorecard result of C Grade to an A, by 
planting to mitigate run-off from parks, 
reserves and open spaces adjacent to wa-
terways 

With 28 open-space volunteer groups ac-
tive in the area, opportunities are identified 
to increase volunteerism. 
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Get the door you really want, in the 
colour and finish of your choice. 

Free measure and quote. 
10 year guarantee

Phone 09 444 8696
sales@homeplusdesign.co.nz

Visit our showroom
85 Ellice Rd, Wairau Valley, Auckland

Hours: 8 - 4 weekday
www.homeplus.co.nz

Wardrobe & 
Interior Doors

Melteca    MIrror   Glass

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

RENE GARDENING

• HEDGE TRIMMING •
• WATER BLASTING •

• WEEDING • PRUNING •
MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

•  Solid Plastering
•  Block-work
•  Fireplaces
•  Gib-stopping
•  Small or Large Jobs

Phone Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592  zipzap@ihug.co.nz

Ph Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

(formerly Ogden Electrical,  
same people & service, different name)

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge Shore-wide

Carl Ogden – 445 7528
carlo@searchfield.co.nz
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DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

Electrician
Friendly 

Registered Electrician

Call Oli
021 02 73 63 23

Genuine Low Prices
Prompt Service
Senior Discount

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

Residential & Commercial 
Electrician 

Maintenance 
New Installation 

Contact Byron Knight
022 065 6202

knightlightelectrical@gmail.com

“ Do it once, 
Do it right”
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ACCOMMODATION.

Cheltenham Beach Studio.  
Stunning studio with new fit-
out only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full bath, 
fully furnished Devonport 
house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com. 
Ph: 445 7895.
Flatmate wanted. Sunny dou-
ble bedroom for rent in 4 bed-
room, modern home in Bay-
swater. Current flatmates are 
in their mid-20s/early 30s and 
working professionals. Look-
ing for someone like-minded. 
Rent is $230 per week. Must 
love animals as we have a dog 
and two cats. Phone Emelia  
021 0231 1681.
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
Che l t enham,  ab so lu t e 
beachfront.  One double 
and two singles, shady set-
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
House-Sitting. Local family 
looking for a house-sitting 
opportunity during March/
April/May while our house 
is being renovated. We’re 
happy to look after pets/gar-
den/maintenance etc. Please 
contact Miranda via miran-
da.engstrom@gmail.com or  
027 552 8804.
House-Sitting. Do you have 
a holiday rental that’s not 
used much over the winter? 
Or do you have a house that 
needs sitting long term? I am 
a 35-year-old female, writer, 
and Devonport local, who’s 
wanting to return home. I 
am undergoing treatment for 
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, so 
looking for a place to stay over 
the winter, that’s near family.  
I come with a house-trained 
chihuahua - Maximus - that’s 
fine with other animals and 
we both come with gleaming 
references. I love to garden too, 
so happy to take care of things 
while I’m there. Feel free to call 
me on 027 444 5244 for more 
information. 
Mature, honest and reliable 
woman available for long 
term housesitting. Experienced 
home manager, who will keep 
house well maintained and 
secure. Pet care of all ages a 
speciality. Excellent references 
available. Call Tessa on 021 
167 9949

ACCOMMODATION.

Stunning  Chel tenham 
Beach Cottage, metres from 
the beach. Available for 
short or long-term holiday 
accommodation. Beautifully 
refurbished, one bedroom, 
self-contained cottage with 
a private garden. Phone Re-
bekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

REST HOMES

Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with 
dignity in a friendly, family 
atmosphere. Phone Shona, 
445 2518.
Komatua Care Centre – We 
care for older people who have 
memory loss and behavioural 
difficulties. Professional care 
is given in a nurturing envi-
ronment. For all enquiries -  
phone 445 1707.
Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, 
holistic care. Soul food and 
good people. Call Sharon By-
ron-McKay: 445-0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 

A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on 022 
073 1550. 
Amazing home cleaning in-
cluding windows. 15 years’ ex-
perience. References available 
phone 027 492 6220.
Concrete-laying specialist. 
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom, 
Exposed and trowel finishes. 
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt 
022 102 5700.
Curtains & Roman Blinds  
Free measure, quote and design 
advice. 20 years’ experience.  
Phone Sara  027 625 5844. 
C u s t o m - M a d e  L a m p -
shades An easy & effective 
way to update your interior 
decor!20yrs+ local known 
business serving commer-
cial & residential customers, 
specialising in new creations 
or reviving old favourites & 
vintage. Free quote & design 
advice.Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.
com, www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport upholstery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques 
and contemporary styles. Re-
cycling furniture for 36 years. 
John Hancox. Phone: 446 
0372.
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.

SERVICES OFFERED 

Dog grooming available. 
Full groom, bath and blow 
dry, puppy introduction to 
grooming. Devonport-based.  
Call Barbara 021 141 0331.
Gardener Available Qual-
ified and experienced land-
scape designer. Enjoys getting 
his hands dirty. Good plant 
knowledge. Hard-working, 
reliable and creative with 
plantings. Contact Paddy 
022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gardening. Do you need 
regular help? No time for a 
tidy-up? Let me help. Ex-
perienced gardener.  Ph 
Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Gardening help? Call the 
WEEDS & WORMS team. 
Local, experienced, efficient, 
reliable. Free quotes. Jeni 021 
951 153 or Kirstan 021 540 
226.
Gutter Guards / Gutter 
Cleaning LeafScreen Gut-
ter Protection, Competitive 
Rates, Flagstaff discount. 
info@leafscreen.co.nz, 0800 
LEAFLESS (53 23 53)
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, 
alterations, and sketch designs. 
30 years experience in heritage 
area. First hours consultation 
free. Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home cleaning, 
including windows. Expe-
rienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle 
Plus on 09-488-7279 or 027-
245-6264. Or you can email 
me on chris@lifestyleplusltd.
nz. References available.
Locksmith, Devonport’s 
own Scot t  Richardson.  
Mob 021 976 607.
mint. HOME CLEANING 
Your local cleaning couple 
is ready to deliver our 5-star 
shine to your home. For week-
ly cleaning, Spring, Moving 
or Open-Home cleans, and 
a FREE quote, call Pat (09) 
415 0028. 
Painting. Prompt quotes, 
workmanship guarantee, pre-
mium products. Water blasting 
and house washing available. 
Phone Techno Classica 021 
0233 6518.
Painting and decorating 
reasonable rates. Ph Bernard 
445 8816  or  021 0255 5456

SERVICES OFFERED 

Rotten wooden joinery etc re-
paired by craftsman builders us-
ing marine glues and fillers and 
treated timber. Call Duane on  
027 488 5478.
Section services. Trees: 
pruned, removed.  Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Section 
clean-ups. Ph Dom 027 222 
1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local 
Concrete layer. Small job 
specialist. Exposed, broom 
and trowel finishes. Call Ben 
Shadbolt on 022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.
German tutor in the Devon-
port/Takapuna area required 
for two students who would 
like to improve their very basic 
German language skills. Ph 021 
142 7096.

SERVICES WANTED 

Carpet layer needed for 
small stair job $50 per hour  
innesasher@pl.net

SITUATIONS VACANT

Manager Needed Annah S 
Devonport. Be a part of a 
team and work for a company 
that is creating life-changing 
clothes. Work in our new 
collaborative Devonport store 
and take ownership of your 
remuneration with our great 
bonus structure. Sole Charge – 
Up to 34 hours per week. Email 
Tanya@strettonclothing.co.nz 
to find out more. Must love 
our frocks!
Soulsprite in Devonport 
village is searching for 
preferably local tutors for 
2019. Part-time kids healthy 
cooking tu tor,  hol iday 
programme manager, dance 
teachers, fitness instructors. 
Please email expressions of 
interest to kate@soulsprite.
co.nz

TUITION

Art Classes @ D’Port Com-
munity house: Wednesday 
night, life drawing; Fri-
day morning, mastering 
art. Ph Lucy Bucknall –  
446 0389. 
Bonjour! Visiting France? A 
French student? Or a devout 
Francophile? French tutoring 
- one-on-one or group sessions. 
$40 per hour per person. Call 
Vicky on 0274 899 011.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272.

TUITION 

Learn piano/keyboard. Les-
sons from $19.00. Private, 
Professional, Affordable, En-
joyment for all ages. Competi-
tions, Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Mathematics Tuition Avail-
able for years 9 to 13 by a 
retired maths teacher. Phone 
Graeme 445 8575.
Maths and physics tutor-
ing for secondary school 
students. From an expe-
rienced university student.  
George: 021 063 5149.
NCEA Maths Exam special-
ist. 100% Student pass rate in 
2018 for all my  level 1 and 3 
students. Please ph Peter  
021 0817 5037.
Piano Lessons. Piano & 
music theory tuition from 
classical ly t rained pia-
nist. Devonport-based and 
can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Primary Tutor Maths, En-
glish, Health & Wellbeing 
and Drama for 5-11-year-olds.  
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com 
for further details. 027 410 
6871 gschuwertutoring@
gmail.com

TUITION 

Sewing Classes Learn the 
sewing essentials through 
working on fun, creative proj-
ects. Classes to suit a range 
of ages and abilities. Get in 
touch: hello@exhibit12.com 
or contact Katie 021 124 
2589.SLSS Swim School, 
11 Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.
S p e e c h ,  S i n g i n g  a n d 
Elocution lessons. Speak 
with clarity  and confidence. 
Specialist skills include: 
Vocal Clarity, Accent /work/
reduction, Singing lessons 
(Opera, Musical Theatre, 
Jazz) ,  Public speaking, 
Trinity college exam prep. 
E d u c a t i o n :  Q u a l i f i e d 
teacher, Dance and Drama,   
U. Of Auck, Masters in voice, 
Central School of Speech and 
Drama (Voice), Masters in 
Opera Singing, Goldsmiths 
University (U of London), BFA 
Theatre Perf, Concordia U.  
S h o n a  0 2 1  0 5 9 6  2 9 2 , 
healthandvoice@gmail.com.

WANTED

Wanted trucks, vans, utes,  
4 x 4 ,  m o t o r h o m e s  a n d 
machinery 0800 333 398.

Classifieds

Real Estate
buying, selling, renting

www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz
Licensed Agent, REAA COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORT

GET CASH
FOR YOUR 

UNWANTED VEHICLE
We buy all vehicles  

– used, mechanically damaged, old.
ANY CONDITION, NO REGO, 

NO WOF... NO PROBLEM

Cars, Vans, 4WD, Utes, Trucks
CARS WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE

*Same Day Pick Up + Free Removal

Call 0800 505 099 or txt 021 293 9342

0800 505 099

TOP DOLLAR PAID
INSTANT CASH

*CONDITIONS APPLY

Office / Insurance 
Administrator

Nicola Jones Insurance is an insurance 
brokerage based in Belmont. We are 
looking for an efficient office/insurance 
administrator. This role is multi-faceted 
and will provide you with variation and 
challenge!
About the role
• 9am-5pm Monday-Thursday (Flexible)
•  Broker Support
•  Insurance/ Client Liaison
•  New Business Processing
•  Database Management
•  Email Marketing
•  Credit Control/ Missed Premium Follow-up

Apply in writing to nicola@nji.co.nz

NICOLA JONES 
INSURANCE
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            IGNITE 
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND  Assessment of Environmental Effects  03.07.2018        

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adults / $8 Child

*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FrEE vEnUE HIrE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend appliesLIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW GIRL POWER – 8.30Pm 
The Hot & Flustered Shadowcast, this time with an ALL FEMALE CAST, perform the 
cult classic live, while the movie plays behind them. Adult $18.50, Student $15. 

LIVE SHOW: SONGS FROm THE  
WONdERFISH COLLECTIVE WITH ORCHESTRA – 8.00Pm 
The vic proudly presents this concert as part of the Devonport Arts Festival.  
Original material by the Wonderfish Collective, joined by conductor Ryan Youens and 
a string orchestra at half-time. Tickets $37.50 from thevic.co.nz or the theatre.

LIPS & dAFFOdILS - LIVE SHOW & mOVIE COmbO – 5.30Pm 
Band performing original music, songs from Daffodils and other nZ covers. followed by 
a screening of Daffodils, with a drink or ice cream included in the price: All tickets $30.

PEGGY SUE GOT mARRIEd (PG) 105mIN – 8.00Pm 
The vic Fun Flashbacks presents another classic, this time from director:  
Francis Ford Coppola. Starring: Kathleen Turner, nicolas Cage, Joan Allen,  
Jim Carrey, Sofia Coppola, Helen Hunt. Tickets: general admission.

NEW mOVIES RELEASE

VAI (PG) 91 min 4 APr
PET SEmATARY (r16) 101 min  4 APr
WOmAN AT WAR (PG) 101 min 4 APr
THE LEGO mOVIE 2 (PG) 107 min  11 APr
WONdER PARK (PG) 78 min 11 APr
HELLbOY (tba) 109 min  11 APr
REd JOAN (M) 109 min 18 APr
SOLdIERS WIHTOUT GUNS (M) 92 min  18 APr
AVENGERS: ENdGAmE (tba) 181 min 24 APr

FRI 5
APR

SUN 7
APR

moN 15
APR

SAT 6
APR
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Good Friday Procession 
WALK TO THE SUMMIT OF MT VICTORIA 

19 APRIL 10AM FROM WINDSOR RESERVE BAND ROTUNDA 
ORGANISED BY THE COMBINED CHURCHES OF DEVONPORT & BELMONT 

20 Church St, Devonport   445-0328 
 

Palm Sunday—14th April 
8.00am  Traditional Eucharist 
9.30am  Contemporary Communion 
 

Maundy Thursday—18th April 
7.00pm  Holy Communion and 
  Tenebrae Service 
 

Good Friday—19th April 
2.00pm  Devotions on the Cross 
  led by the Holy Trinity Choir 
 

Easter Sunday—21st April 
6.30am   Sunrise Service  
            at Balmain Reserve, Cheltenham 
8.00am   Traditional Eucharist 
9.30am   All Age Communion  
    with Easter Egg hunt 
 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church Devonport Methodist Church 

Cnr Lake Rd & Owens Rd 445-6801 
 

Palm Sunday  - 14th April 
10.00am Worship Service 
  4.00pm Messy Church—All Ages,  
  All Welcome 
Maundy Thursday—18th April 
7.30pm Tenebrae Communion Service 
  
 

Good Friday—19th April  
9.00am  Short Devotional Service 
 
 

Easter Sunday—21st April 
10.00am  Easter Celebration 
 

St Francis de Sales  
& All Souls Catholic Church 

2A Albert Rd, Devonport    445-0078 
 

Holy Thursday—18th April 
7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday—19th April 
3.00pm  Passion & Veneration  
                        of the Cross 
 

Holy Saturday 
6.30pm  Easter Vigil Mass 
 

Easter Sunday 
9.00am Easter Mass 

St Margaret’s Presbyterian 
Church 

151 Lake Rd, Belmont 445-0018 

 

Good Friday—19th April 
9.00am  Devotional Service 
 

Easter Sunday 
10.00am  Easter Service 

St Luke’s Catholic Church 

Cnr Bayswater & Rosyth Ave, 
Belmont  489-6338 
 

Easter Sunday 
10.30am  Easter Mass 

The Light Devonport Church 

90A Victoria Rd, Devonport 445-1580 
 

Easter Sunday 
10.00am  Easter Celebration 

 

Belmont Baptist Church 
 

168 Lake Rd, Belmont   445 6268  
 
Easter Sunday 
10.00am  Easter Celebration 
 

http://www.belmontbaptistnz.org/ 
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Sally Garrett and sailing mate Rob Croft 
came in third overall in the two-handed Round 
New Zealand yacht race. They also won the 
homeward fourth leg from Napier back to 
Auckland.  

Last month, when The Flagstaff spoke to 
Bayswater local Garrett (Flagstaff, 8 March)  
she talked about the challenges ahead in an 
event that’s considered in Kiwi yachting cir-
cles to be the toughest of them all. 

Garrett is the only woman to have complet-
ed the four-leg race. 

The long second leg, around the top of the 
North Island and right down the West Coast 
to Stewart Island is usually the one that really 
stretches the crews. 

Aboard Croft’s Farr 38, Expedition Cop-
pelia, Garrett’s biggest worry was the weather. 
She and Croft were two of only three in the 
2019 fleet of seven boats who had completed 
this race before, when it last ran in 2012. 
Then, they battled winds over 70 knots and 
huge seas with 14m-plus waves. They were 
‘terrible’ times, recalled Garrett. 

“We’re pretty pleased with how [this year’s 
race] went. And it was great to win that last 
leg. That is a tough one to win because at 
that point in the race you are pretty tired and 
everything has been under non-stop stress 
for weeks.

“The weather was much kinder to us this 
time so we weren’t facing  the awful condi-
tions we know you can run into out there. The 
biggest concern is always that the weather 
could literally break up the boat. 

“We had a few bad days off Fiordland, 
when it was blowing from 40 to 50 knots on 
and off over a couple of days. And it was very 
windy when we got into Foveaux Strait. On 
that leg we were eight straight days at sea.”

They had a few techology issues with poor 
satellite-phone coverage and at times they 
had to struggle for hours to download their 
all-important weather data. 

The team made a couple of wrong calls, 

says Garrett, which took them in a less fa-
vourable direction than the rest of the fleet. 
But otherwise their experience together stood 
them in good stead and gave the pair a bit of 
an edge, she says.

“This time we knew how to pace ourselves 
better and didn’t let ourselves get too worked 
up about anything.”

While other crews were reportedly ‘falling 
apart’, Croft and Garrett were a high-perfor-
mance shipshape team, she’s proud to report. 
“Stewart Island was a real highlight. The 
community really got behind us all. There 
was a civic reception for us at the town hall 
and a potluck dinner where about 300 people 
turned up. “

She and Croft were invited to a local pri-
mary school on their four-day Stewart Island 
stopover, where they made cardboard boats 
with the kids..

Overall, Croft and Garrett spent 15 days 
at sea in this event, with stopovers between 
each section at Mangonui, Stewart Island and 
Napier. In 2012, they were  21 days at sea, 
and at one point were holed up in Tasman 
Bay seeking shelter.

It was an amazing experience, says Garrett, 
and definitely better than working. She says 
if she and Croft were to do this race again it 
may well be on a new boat.

“We’d both have to be really keen. We’ll 
see.”

Another one done... Sally Garrett and Rob Croft have twice 
completed the two-handed Round New Zealand yacht race

Bayswater yachtie takes third in ‘toughest’ race

Ongoing delays for Devonport ferry com-
muters on trips to and from the city look set 
to continue.

Fullers is defending its claim a new navi-
gation path for the Kea could add up to five 
minutes to its travel time, though Auckland 
Harbourmaster Andrew Hayton says it adds 
only one minute to the journey.

“It is disappointing that Fullers have provid-
ed inaccurate information to their customers,” 
Hayton said in a 12 March message to coun-
cillor Chris Darby.

Hayton cited two near misses in the four 
weeks prior as the reason for making the Kea 
enter Princes Wharf down the western side, 
instead of being able to enter directly to the 
east as she had previously done.

“This direction will improve maritime 

safety by removing any confusion about Kea’s 
passage and will reduce the possibility of a 
collision,” Hayton said.

As the Kea would spend more time in the 
12-knot zone, rather than the 5-knot zone, 
he estimated it would add one minute to her 
journey time, not up to five minutes, as Fullers 
suggested.

Fullers disagreed with the harbourmaster’s 
analysis.

“With the new navigation procedures for 
Kea, she is now required to enter at Princes 
Wharf and join the anti-clockwise traffic flow, 
meaning she will queue with other vessels also 
entering,” Mike Horne, Fullers CEO, said. 

“It is the queuing time in the traffic flow 
that adds additional time. Whilst the additional 
180 metres and one minute previously stated 

by the harbourmaster’s office might not seem 
significant, it is the cumulative effect of the 
queuing and additional one minute that has 
the impact, adding up to a five-minute delay 
across one or two return journeys. This is 
likely to be felt by Devonport customers 
travelling on Kea. 

“We’ll do our best to keep to the current 
timetable, and thank customers for their pa-
tience,” Horne said.

Meanwhile, as the summer cruise ship 
season – blamed for many of the delays over 
summer – comes to a close, another issue 
arises.

Fullers foresees the reconstruction of the 
downtown ferry terminal, due to start in May, 
having a further impact on its services, adding 
that the work is outside its control.

Ferry crisis set to continue
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from 
theL ion’s Den

THE LATEST IN SPORT

It was a successful day for TGS athletes at the 
recent Auckland Athletics championships, with 
Anna Tucker, Gerri Gibson, Georgia Smith 
and Samantha Korck taking first place in the 
Intermediate Girls 4 x 100m and Gigi Cliffe 
placing second in the Senior Girls 400m and third 
in the Senior Girls high Jump.

congratulations to the Boys 1st XI, who, in 
an intense match against Rangitoto in the 
promotional final, have been promoted to the 
Premiers grade. 

It has been a fantastic start to summer 
tournament for our Girls 1st XI, with three wins 
from three to date.  Notable mentions from the  
game against St Kents include Kennedy Scott 
(5 wickets for 14 runs off 4 overs) and Sam 
Petherick and Ruby Worrall, whose opening 
partnership took the team to an unbeaten total 
of 200 runs from 20 overs.

A huge congratulations is due to Year 13 student 
Nina Edgar, who has achieved outstanding 
results in both the Auckland classics and central 
North Island champs Karate competitions. her 
outstanding achievements are as follows:

Auckland Classics 

Gold – Junior Premier Female Kata

Gold – Junior Premier Female Kumite

Silver – Senior Premier women’s Kata

Central North Island Champs

Gold – Junior Premier Female Kata

Bronze – Senior Premier Female Kata

Bronze– Junior Premier Female Kumite

North Harbour inter-school Athletics

Eat your heart outJunior Social
Year 9 and 10 students show off their dance moves  

at the Junior Social ‘Say Aloha’ on 19 March. 

On 11 March, a group of students, who had 
previously qualified at our school athletics 
day, headed in the direction of the Millennium 
Stadium for the North Harbour zone athletics 
championships. 

Students competed in a range of events, from 

high jump and discus to 400 metres and relays. It 
was a day full of success for Takapuna Grammar. 
Securing a win in their qualified events were 
Anna Tucker in the intermediate girls 400m and 
Gerri Gibson in the intermediate high jump. Gigi 
Cliffe finished first in the senior 400m while Gerri 

Gibson, Georgia Smith, Samantha Korck and Anna 
Tucker won the intermediate girls 4x100 metre 
relay. Takapuna Grammar’s success at the North 
Harbour athletics day resulted in a number of 
athletes qualifying for the Auckland champs.

BY EMMA MASON

TGS INTERNATIoNAl Food MARKET

The International Food Festival attracts crowds of students each year 
in what is always a convivial celebration of the broad range of cultures 
represented within the school. Among the cuisines crafted and sold by our 
senior language students this year were a vast selection of national foods 
from France, Japan, Spain and traditional Maori culture. The foods available 
sold quickly, and the festive atmosphere was complemented by a taekwondo 
performance and live vocals from some of the school’s talented musicians. 

Each nation’s stall, adorned brightly with national flags and decorations, 
sold a range of home-made dishes unique to the country’s culture, including 
pain au chocolat, patatas bravas, deep-fried bread and Japanese curry.

 “It’s really great to see international and language students come together 
to plan this every year,” recalls Wenna Soon, a Year 12 student of Japanese.

 “The diverse stalls, foods and performances help students to become more 
aware of the many different cultures within our school.’

Participating students put their personal time and effort into their stalls. 
Ivanna Blazo, a year 12 Spanish student says: “The learning experience I took 
away was how to be flexible with my team members so all were equally 
invested in the activity. It definitely was challenging to fit in the prep time 
into our busy schedules but I don’t regret it one bit. It was an enjoyable 
experience.”

BY EllA SCHENKEl ANd lAIBA BATOOl

NINA EDGAR

Board of Trustees student rep election
It is crucial that the student 

voice is represented well in the 
Board of Trustees. So, for this 
prestigious role, students annually 
stand in an election and are voted 
in by their peers. Just like any 
election, the candidate with the 
most votes takes the role for the 
year. 

This year, five students stood 
for the elections: laiba Batool, 
Jay Verry, Tayla Wheeler, Esther 
Howie and Hannah Bewg. 

All five were excellent candidates 

and given the opportunity to speak 
to all year levels at their respective 
assemblies. This was a chance 
for the candidates to promote 
themselves and pitch their ideas as 
a good student representative to 
their peers. 

Tayla Wheeler has been 
officially appointed as the 
Student Representative in the 
Board of Trustees for 2019. Many 
congratulations to Tayla. We wish      
her all the best for this role. 

BY lAIBA BATOOl

Past pupil paying it forward
Takapuna Grammar alumni Emma Self is an 

award-winning performing arts-student, dancer 
and choreographer who got involved with the pre-
production of our 2019 show at the end of last year.  

Emma is now fully immersed in the final weeks of 
rehearsals, which will culminate in four shows with 
a live orchestra at the Bruce Mason Centre from 
Sunday the 7th to Tuesday the 9th of April.  

Having performed since she was three years old, 
Emma has also been a member and performer at 
Centre Stage and Northern School Performing Arts 
(NSPA), where she now teaches, for over 10 years.  
She has always had a passion for inspiring her pupils 
to give their all and has a love for how the arts 
enable people to tell stories. 

last January, in her final year of school, Emma 
travelled to New York City with a group of 
performing-arts students from Takapuna Grammar. 
Here she learnt from professionals and saw some of 
her favourite productions on Broadway. The group 
then travelled to Atlanta, where they performed 
a piece from Beauty and The Beast at the Junior 
Theatre Festival, which Emma choreographed. She 
was also picked to assist in teaching a dance class; 
she even got paid for it! 

Emma has been sharing her vast knowledge and 
experience with The little Mermaid cast, who 

range in age from 11–17 years. She is also kept 
busy teaching a range of ballet, tap and jazz classes 
at NSPA’s North Shore and Whangaparoa studios 
as well as hosting and performing at children’s 
birthday parties through The little Event Company. 

BooK YoUR TICKETS NoW FoR  
THE lITTlE MERMAId  

VIA TICKETMASTER

Ex-Pupils’ Association dUSK ANZAC SERVICE
Thursday 25 APRIl 5.30PM

School library – Supper following – All welcome
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THE LATEST IN SPORT

It was a successful day for TGS athletes at the 
recent Auckland Athletics championships, with 
Anna Tucker, Gerri Gibson, Georgia Smith 
and Samantha Korck taking first place in the 
Intermediate Girls 4 x 100m and Gigi Cliffe 
placing second in the Senior Girls 400m and third 
in the Senior Girls high Jump.

congratulations to the Boys 1st XI, who, in 
an intense match against Rangitoto in the 
promotional final, have been promoted to the 
Premiers grade. 

It has been a fantastic start to summer 
tournament for our Girls 1st XI, with three wins 
from three to date.  Notable mentions from the  
game against St Kents include Kennedy Scott 
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Petherick and Ruby Worrall, whose opening 
partnership took the team to an unbeaten total 
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A huge congratulations is due to Year 13 student 
Nina Edgar, who has achieved outstanding 
results in both the Auckland classics and central 
North Island champs Karate competitions. her 
outstanding achievements are as follows:

Auckland Classics 

Gold – Junior Premier Female Kata

Gold – Junior Premier Female Kumite

Silver – Senior Premier women’s Kata

Central North Island Champs

Gold – Junior Premier Female Kata

Bronze – Senior Premier Female Kata

Bronze– Junior Premier Female Kumite

North Harbour inter-school Athletics

Eat your heart outJunior Social
Year 9 and 10 students show off their dance moves  

at the Junior Social ‘Say Aloha’ on 19 March. 

On 11 March, a group of students, who had 
previously qualified at our school athletics 
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championships. 
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Cliffe finished first in the senior 400m while Gerri 

Gibson, Georgia Smith, Samantha Korck and Anna 
Tucker won the intermediate girls 4x100 metre 
relay. Takapuna Grammar’s success at the North 
Harbour athletics day resulted in a number of 
athletes qualifying for the Auckland champs.

BY EMMA MASON

TGS INTERNATIoNAl Food MARKET
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 “The diverse stalls, foods and performances help students to become more 
aware of the many different cultures within our school.’

Participating students put their personal time and effort into their stalls. 
Ivanna Blazo, a year 12 Spanish student says: “The learning experience I took 
away was how to be flexible with my team members so all were equally 
invested in the activity. It definitely was challenging to fit in the prep time 
into our busy schedules but I don’t regret it one bit. It was an enjoyable 
experience.”

BY EllA SCHENKEl ANd lAIBA BATOOl

NINA EDGAR

Board of Trustees student rep election
It is crucial that the student 

voice is represented well in the 
Board of Trustees. So, for this 
prestigious role, students annually 
stand in an election and are voted 
in by their peers. Just like any 
election, the candidate with the 
most votes takes the role for the 
year. 

This year, five students stood 
for the elections: laiba Batool, 
Jay Verry, Tayla Wheeler, Esther 
Howie and Hannah Bewg. 

All five were excellent candidates 

and given the opportunity to speak 
to all year levels at their respective 
assemblies. This was a chance 
for the candidates to promote 
themselves and pitch their ideas as 
a good student representative to 
their peers. 

Tayla Wheeler has been 
officially appointed as the 
Student Representative in the 
Board of Trustees for 2019. Many 
congratulations to Tayla. We wish      
her all the best for this role. 

BY lAIBA BATOOl

Past pupil paying it forward
Takapuna Grammar alumni Emma Self is an 

award-winning performing arts-student, dancer 
and choreographer who got involved with the pre-
production of our 2019 show at the end of last year.  

Emma is now fully immersed in the final weeks of 
rehearsals, which will culminate in four shows with 
a live orchestra at the Bruce Mason Centre from 
Sunday the 7th to Tuesday the 9th of April.  

Having performed since she was three years old, 
Emma has also been a member and performer at 
Centre Stage and Northern School Performing Arts 
(NSPA), where she now teaches, for over 10 years.  
She has always had a passion for inspiring her pupils 
to give their all and has a love for how the arts 
enable people to tell stories. 

last January, in her final year of school, Emma 
travelled to New York City with a group of 
performing-arts students from Takapuna Grammar. 
Here she learnt from professionals and saw some of 
her favourite productions on Broadway. The group 
then travelled to Atlanta, where they performed 
a piece from Beauty and The Beast at the Junior 
Theatre Festival, which Emma choreographed. She 
was also picked to assist in teaching a dance class; 
she even got paid for it! 

Emma has been sharing her vast knowledge and 
experience with The little Mermaid cast, who 

range in age from 11–17 years. She is also kept 
busy teaching a range of ballet, tap and jazz classes 
at NSPA’s North Shore and Whangaparoa studios 
as well as hosting and performing at children’s 
birthday parties through The little Event Company. 

BooK YoUR TICKETS NoW FoR  
THE lITTlE MERMAId  

VIA TICKETMASTER

Ex-Pupils’ Association dUSK ANZAC SERVICE
Thursday 25 APRIl 5.30PM

School library – Supper following – All welcome



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 44 April 5, 2019Green Pages

As an extra effort to help the community 
embrace the zero-waste philosophy, Global 
Action Plan Oceania supplied recycling 
stations at Devonport Primary’s Fair on the 
Hill last weekend. 

“As a charity, this is one of the many 
areas where we give back to the local 
community,” says director Andrew Walters. 
“Provision of education, infrastructure and 
advice, as well as practical solutions, can 
really help an event move to zero waste.” 

Volunteers were located in different areas 
around the fair, with zero-waste branded 
banners and safety vests.

Pic to come saturday 

Recycling stations help spread the word at fair

More than 100 buckets of rubbish 
have been collected on Narrow Neck 
Beach in the last six months, as part of 
Narrow Neck  Beach Cafe’s ‘earn your 
ice cream’ scheme. 

“How time flies!” says cafe owner 
Josie Shi Xu. “We have given out 113 

ice creams, quite possibly more, as not 
all were entered in the system. Fantastic 
work.” 

The cafe will continue to leave their 
buckets outside at random times for 
kids to fill with beach rubbish and 
redeem for a free ice cream. 

“Events are a great place to engage with 
people about waste issues and reach a 

wider cross-section of the Devonport com-
munity,” says Walters.

Practical solutions and education…Volunteers Megan Franklin and Susanne Grosswiler were on hand to 
advise on waste disposal

Ice-cream reward does the trick

Zero Waste teamwork
As Zero Waste Devonport continues to grow 

and develop with a dedicated team of volunteers, 
supported by the staff at the recycling centre, I 
am always amazed at the passion and dedication 
our volunteers and community give towards 
helping others on the zero-waste journey.  

This week, Jane, our education manager 
supported long-time volunteer Susanna to run 
one of our first zero-waste events at a school. 
The Fair on the Hill was the first event to have 
our new banners and vests and dedicated people 
who had given up time at a weekend to attend 
the event and help people sort rubbish. 

A big thanks to Susanna, Jane, Elizabeth Elkins 
and her daughter, Diana Clement, Katherine, 
Lucy, Megan Franklin, Miro Pergomet, Jessica 
Lavina and (of course Susanna’s family) for 
making a big dent in the rubbish from the event!  

The young people deserve a mention as they 
all instinctively knew which bin to use. Some of 

the adults needed a bit of help, but it was always 
well received and hopefully people went away 
with new ideas of recycling.

If you missed out on the bric-a-brac stall 
we took what was left for another chance of 
diversion at the recycling centre. The school 
property manager was also going to do second 
sort of the bins. There’s a real commitment, so 
thanks to everyone. 

I also attended another evening event at the 
library around plastic-free living. Thanks again to 
dedicated volunteers for making this happen.

Behind the scenes we have several volunteers 
at Zero Waste Devonport working on a range 
of projects from plastic-free shopping, to a 
glass milk-bottle programme, and public-place 
recycling. 

Devonport is lucky to have such a great team 
of volunteers pushing the zero-waste message —  
a big, big thanks to you all.

Zero
Waste
Devonport
Andrew Walters, Director 
Devonport Community 

Recycling Centre



April 5, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 45 Green Pages

Thieves have stolen a sandpit cov-
er and shade sail from the Kohanga 
Reo early childhood centre on Rob-
erts Ave in Bayswater. 

The items were stolen sometime 
between the evening of 25 March and 
the early hours of 26 March. 

Centre administrator Gail Kapa 
says staff got to work last Tuesday 
morning and noticed the cover and 
shade sail were missing. 

Police were called, who told Kapa 
that the thief had used a garden 
chair to climb up and unhook the 
shade sail. 

“It’s very annoying,” she says. 
“Forensics have been and are looking 
at evidence.” 

Kapa was also told that their 
green sandpit cover and shade cloth 
were highly desirable to marijuana 
growers. “People who are into drugs 
take them and throw them over their 
marijuana crops,” she says. 

Replacing the shade sail and 
sandpit cover could cost the kohanga 
around $7000.

Shady types sail off with school’s expensive gear 

Glaring absence... shade sails 
above the kohanga play area

RestoRing takaRunga HauRaki
Rat sightings up!
Many people are noticing rats due to the warm 
wet summer.  

April began another trapping pulse (see norats.
org for details) so please set your traps in 
their protective trapping stations.  Reducing 
local rat populations not only helps stop them 
coming into our houses, but also means fewer 
piwakawaka fantails and other resident birds 
and eggs are eaten by rats.  

If you are not already part of our backyard 
trapping programme, please contact us. If you 
are no longer using our rat-trapping stations, 
please return this valuable resource so that 
someone else can.

Pestfree 2050 initiatives across the country 
aspire to reduce and eventually eliminate pests 
such as rats.  Can we become the first group to 
create a rat-free urban area?

Restoring Takarunga Hauraki (RTH) is 
proposing focused tactics towards rat-free ‘halo’ 
zones with isolated geography at Stanley Point, 
Bayswater peninsula and smaller peninsulas 
along Ngataringa Road and Aramoana Avenue, 
and perhaps other areas such as the end of 
Jutland Road and Marsden Street. 

Interested to know more?

upcoming events
RtH netwoRk meeting

Thursday April 4th, 
7:30-9pm 
Fort Takapuna Barracks, Room 2

FRee Rat tRap  
pickup/sign-up

Saturday, April 6, 
10:30am-12:30pm 
43A Bayswater Ave

Five-minute BiRd count 
Brief training session

Sunday, April 14, 
10-10:45am 
Devonport Primary School hall

community weeding Bee 

Sunday April 28th, 
9:30-11:30am 
Achilles Reserve

RtH is supporting a  
Bayswater primary student-

led project to plant 800 square 
meters of native bush along 

Roberts avenue. 

more on these and other 
exciting developments soon! 

Lance cablk 
RtH network coordinator 

pestfreedevonport@gmail.com

ANZ staff at the Devonport and Takapuna branches volunteered at Achilles Reserve.  
Their work, part of broader ecological restoration plans, resulted in many large bags 
of composting weeds and a big area now ready for further native plantings.   
Nearby resident and Restoring Takarunga Hauraki volunteer Glenda Bostwick co-led 
the effort and has also agreed to nurture the two kowhai trees the group planted. 
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Oh lá lá  so French
Grand Opening

in the Old Post Office Building

Motorists endanger rare birds in Shoal Bay
Bayswater community activists are dismayed 

by photographs of a vehicles being driven on 
Shoal Bay, saying they threaten rare birds, 
including godwits flying from Alaska.

A resident recently photographed a motor-
cyclist driving in a protected part of Shoal Bay, 
off the end of Charles St in Hauraki, which 
Bayswater Environment Action Group’s Philip 
Moll said could endanger birds roosting on 
shell banks.

Moll blames Auckland Council for failing to 
safeguard the bay – which has the highest degree 
of protection possible in the Auckland Unitary 
Plan – from access by motorcyclists, drivers and 
cyclists, along with  kayakers and windsurfers.

“I would like to see reserves around sensi-
tive sites quietly red-listed by the council to 
be treated differently and not opened up for 
recreational use. 

“They talk about this significant area of bio-
diversity, but do they know what that means? A 
wild bird coming from Alaska to roost; do they 
understand that?”

The motorcyclist could easily access the bay 
from a council reserve, where a fence has been 
replaced by a row of poles with no chain.

Moll wouldn’t like to see a mountain-biker 
riding in the area either, and points to a lack 
of consultation with community groups in the 
council’s open-space plan, which seeks to open 
the area up for recreational use. He would like to 
see the area protected (see page 34).

Meanwhile, a teenager who went for a lunch-
time spin in the bay off the end of Bayswater’s 
Sandy Bay Rd, and got stuck in the mud about 
two weeks ago, is another disappointing exam-
ple of council mismanagement for Moll.

That area is also used for bird roosting and has 
shell banks, so should have signs and barriers.

“It’s about the council understanding Auck-
land is a growing city and they have to be ahead 
of the game to protect ecological areas, but they 
are not,” Moll says.

Human threats... activists say motorists, such as the motorcyclist in 
Shoal Bay, off Hauraki (above), and the 4x4 driver whose vehicle got 
stuck off Bayswater (below), endanger birds roosting in the area 
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Oh lá lá  so French
Grand Opening

in the Old Post Office Building

After 25 years as a Devonport real-estate 
agent, Kevin Hill is pulling the pin on full-
time work.

But the Harcourts Devonport branch manag-
er, who is now 70, has no plans to take a break, 
saying: “I’m not a holiday person” – much to 
his wife’s chagrin.

Hill, who has managed the branch for 16 
years, will be back at work, as required, to 
mentor staff, help with compliance and pro-
vide relief cover for the new branch manager, 
Matt Hunt.

“Part of my role is making sure everybody 
abides by the rules and the laws, which they 
do,” he says.

Compliance has ballooned in the past few 
years, largely because of updates to laws 
restricting foreign ownership and preventing 
money laundering, Hill says.

Many of the staff at the Devonport branch 
have worked there for a decade or more, and 
Hill prides himself on leading a loyal and 
cohesive team.

“Harcourts’ motto is people first, doing the 
right thing, being courageous, and fun and 
laughter. And we abide by those rules all the 
time,” he says.

The Devonport office has grown from three 
people, 16 years ago, to a team of 20 today. It 
is part of the Harcourts Cooper & Co franchise. 

The real-estate industry has changed over 
the years into what Hill identifies as today’s 
‘experience economy’: If people receive good 
service, they return; if they have a bad experi-
ence, it ends up on social media.

Hill still gets a kick out of seeing people hap-
pily moving into their newly purchased homes.

Personally, he has negotiated more than $480 
million of property sales, which places him as 
one of the country’s top agents.

Ironically for a real-estate profesional, a large 
photograph on the wall behind his Devonport 
office desk has nothing much on it at all. It’s a 
shot taken of Lake Rd on Christmas Day. The 

Long-time real-estate identity not sold on a holiday

streetscape is eerily devoid of cars.
Previously, Hill worked as an electrical 

engineer, in Christchurch, and briefly when he 
first came to Auckland, training he says helped 
him in problem-solving.

He also had a passion for photography, which 
he combined with a love of music, to document 
bands that played in Christchurch in the 1960s 
and 1970s.

Hill played percussion and performed vocals 
with Inspiration, a band of the era

Fashion and documentary photography were 
his other interests. His photos of Christchurch 
buildings are now treasured, as many were 
destroyed in the earthquakes that hit the city.

Hill later ran two photographic studios in 
Queen St, Auckland The advent of digital 
photography brought that career to a close 
and prompted Hill’s move to Devonport and 
real estate.

In his semi-retirement, Hill is looking 

forward to reinvigorating his passions for pho-
tography and music.

He has published two lavish coffee table 
books of his photography through Paradox 
Books’ Terrie Gray, whose imprint is Penste-
mon Publishing.

Visual Memories catalogues Christchurch 
bands of yesteryear, and Out of Fashion, is a 
collection of Hill’s fashion photography.

A highlight of recent years was meeting 
Carlos Santana, who got in contact to ask for a 
photo Hill took at a concert by the acclaimed 
guitarist in Christchurch back in 1973. 

Hill and his wife, Lesley Gardner, met San-
tana before his concert in Auckland.

While he may not be working full-time any 
more, Hill is helping the Devonport Library 
Associates organise a music event, and hopes 
to reinvigorate the local photography society. 

He is also contemplating another book, illus-
trating Christchurch, then and now.

Keeping busy... After 25 years in Devonport real estate, Kevin Hill, 70, 
is retiring, but certainly not resting
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

Presenting the best of contemporary living, this impeccable two bedroom apartment combines an enticing blend of heritage 
charm and European grace, all wrapped up in an exceptional location. Positioned on a coveted tree-lined cul-de-sac set above 
prestigious Cheltenham beach, it is the exquisite alfresco and living spaces that capture the imagination and truly set this 
beautiful property apart. Offering breath-taking views provides the ultimate setting to gather and watch the sailing or simply 
reflect over glistening waters. One of three, this is an exceptional opportunity, unmatched and incomparable to the market. 

DEVONPORT | 2/20 MACKY AVENUE
Cheltenham Beach | European Sophistication

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60583 
VIEW | SAT/SUN 12 - 1 PM & WED 10 APRIL 6 – 7 PM OR BY PRIVATE APPOINTMENT  
TENDER CLOSES | 26 APRIL 2019 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

MILES WALLACE 021 565 601 
MilesWallace@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 
KimPausina@premium.co.nz 
DEVONPORT 445 3414 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008


