
Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p8-10 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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In brief
• �Barry’s Point Reserve has been 

selected as a potential site for a dog 
park. A Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board workshop will be held later 
this year to discuss the location. 

 
• �Planned hybrid fields for Becroft Park, 

Forrest Hill, have been knocked back 
due to sub-soil problems. Two fields 
to be upgraded will now be surfaced 
with a sand-carpet. Detailed design 
is taking place.

• �The upgrade of Hurstmere Rd, 
Takapuna, is expected to start in 
June. The Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board has allocated $20,000 
to support businesses affected by 
the upgrade.

• �Movies in Parks wi l l  screen 
Christopher Robin at Milford Reserve 
on 5 April. The event is zero-waste, 
and smoke- and alcohol-free.

• �Food Truck Thursday is back in 
Milford on 21 March, with a range of 
food trucks and a small craft brewery 
offering their wares in the car park 
from 5.30 to 8.30pm.

Community newspaper launches

The Rangitoto Observer – a sister publi-
cation to the Devonport Flagstaff – launches 
with this edition.

The community newspaper will cover 
news and events from Milford and Takapu-
na, through to Castor Bay and Sunnynook.

“There is clearly an appetite for local 
news, especially with declining community 
coverage in other media,” managing editor 
Rob Drent says.

The strength of the Flagstaff, which is 

delivered to 9500 homes from Devonport 
to Takapuna, with an extra 1500 copies dis-
tributed to businesses and on stands, shows 
there’s still an appetite for print, he says.

The Rangitoto Observer will have a circu-
lation of 10,000. The combined circulation 
of both papers will be close to 22,000 – with 
an estimated 70,000 readers.

Launched 25 years ago, the Flagstaff is 
well established and financially healthy.

Drent says he and business partner Peter 
Wilson were looking at how to grow the 
business, and after some informal surveying 
of clients, the new paper emerged strongly 
as the best option. 

“There’s a clear desire for a local paper to 
serve local communities. And from the ad-
vertisers’ perspective, the increased reach of 
both papers offers them a great opportunity 
to connect with potential customers.”

The Rangitoto Observer is the same size 
and paper stock as the Flagstaff, but with 
different stories for a different readership.

“The Milford-Takapuna area is changing 
markedly, and essentially a new community 
is emerging with the number of apartments 
being built – so it is an exciting time news-
wise,” Drent says. 

“We’ve also been been lucky enough to 
recruit experienced journalist Jodi Yeats – a 
former North Shore Times editor – as part of 
the expansion.”

If you would like to pitch an idea for a 
story or tell us about an event, email news@
rangitoto-observer.co.nz.

The Rangitoto Observer team will be 
based in an office at level 1, 6-8 Milford Rd.

If you would like to enquire about adver-
tising, email sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz.

Express your views on community issues 
by writing a letter to the editor and sending 
it to news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz. Please 
include your name and suburb. Letters may 
be edited for length.

Good to grow... Devonport Flagstaff editor Rob Drent (left) and 
business partner Peter Wilson celebrating Drent’s naming as 
Community Journalist of the Year at the 2018 Voyager Media Awards

  

 NEXT ISSUE: March 29  
 ADVERTISING DEADLINE: March 22

MANAGING EDITOR: Rob Drent
PUBLISHER:  Peter Wilson
EDITOR:  Jodi Yeats
ADVERTISING:  Emelia Lake
DESIGN:              Brendon De Suza
COPY EDITOR:              Jo Hammer

Devonport Publishing Ltd Level 1, 6-8 Milford Road
Telephone: 09 445 0060
Email:  sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz 

news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz
Website: www.rangitoto-observer.co.nz

INAUGURAL ISSUE

from the Award-winning Team 
at the Devonport Flagstaff 

Information in the Rangitoto Observer is copyright and cannot be published 
or broadcast without the permission of Devonport Publishing Ltd.

Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
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of concerns about the property, where he was 
born and has lived his entire life. However, 
he was happy for people to walk through his 
front yard.

The council’s plans were for a more exten-
sive new bridge than the one that was washed 
away, in order to withstand storms, tidal surges 
and climate change, North Shore councillor 
Chris Darby said.

Auckland Council said construction of 
a bridge could be prohibitively expensive, 
because the stretch of coastline is a significant 
ecological area, and may not be possible at all.

Now, council representatives are in talks 
about purchasing Firth’s property, as a heritage 
site and to protect the walkway.

The cottage was built in the 1920s, and 
bought by Paul’s father, portrait photographer 
Clifton Firth, in the 1940s.

Clifton Firth and his wife raised their three 
children in the 110 sqm cottage, which sits on 
a 1072 sqm section.

Paul Firth still lives in “Firth Cottage”, as 
it is known, paying almost $11,000 in rates a 
year. The  property has a council valuation of 
$5.25 million.

Recently, Firth says, he asked for a rates 
reduction in light of the fact the public are 
using his property as a walkway, but was 
turned down. 

On a busy day, more than a thousand people 
would use the walkway, he says.

Council rules prevent it from reducing rates, 
and compensation would be more normal, 

Devonport-Takapuna chairperson George 
Wood said.

Safeguarding the walkway is a major project 
for the local board, something Darby describes 
as a “legacy challenge”.

People have used the walkway since the 
early 1900s to walk between Milford and 
Takapuna. However, numerous properties 
along the track have riparian rights and owners 
have allowed people to walk across their land, 
Wood says.

Wood and deputy chair Grant Gillon said 
council has been talking individually to those 
property owners about options for access 
across their properties.

Most recently, talks have focused on the 
possibility of purchasing Firth’s cottage.

Negotiations with Firth and others involved 
was complicated and sensitive, but the local 
board was hopeful of a positive outcome, 
Gillon said.

In addition, Auckland Council is negotiating 
with Watercare over an easement that would 
ensure the pipes that people currently walk over 
are not damaged.

In response to questions, the council pro-
vided a statement saying there is no allocated 
project budget, as there are currently no plans 
to renew or develop a boardwalk along the 
coastline. 

It said the local board’s role was to support 
council officers’ discussions with Firth, and 
ongoing efforts to inform walkway users about 
the route and the respect required to preserve it.

The coastline walk is not a formal walkway 

On the route... Paul Firth in front of the cottage purchased in the 1940s by his father,  
portrait photographer Clifton Firth, and now in the sights of Auckland Council

Continued from page 1 owned by the council, but rather crossed pri-
vate property, Watercare assets and beaches, 
the statement said.

“The public has access to this shoreline 
walk thanks to the goodwill of local residents 
and Watercare. 

“The council asks all walkers to please 
respect the privacy of local residents and their 
properties when enjoying this walk.”

For more information  
on LittleCooks classes  

visit www.littlecooks.co.nz

Classes for 
Kids, Teens, 

Birthday Parties 
and more!
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Sacred trees become unholy menace:
Residents at apartments at the north end 

of Takapuna Beach are frustrated by council 
inaction over a “sacred grove” of massive 
protected pohutukawa trees that has become 
unsafe.

For the past 14 years, residents of the 
Mon Desir apartments concerned for their 
safety have been asking the council to prune 
the trees. In that time, about six have fallen 
over, including five on apartment grounds, 
says resident Terry Smith.

While the council has done occasional 
emergency work, regular maintenance hasn’t 
been done, he says.

When three five-storey trees, possibly 
400 years old, fell in storms in early 2017, 
residents had to shell out $60,000 to get 
them removed, 

The last straw came in June last year, when 
Auckland Council closed a boardwalk that 
runs in front of the Mon Desir and nearby 
The Sands apartments, because of rotten 
boards and danger from the pohutukawa  that 
are part of the Sacred Grove/Te Uru Tapu.

The boardwalk was installed to give 
walkers a dry option at high tide.

In December, council arborists and 
consultants briefed a Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board meeting, attended by residents, 
on a management plan for the Sacred Grove 

and surrounding area, part of a project 
scheduled to run to June.

One unhappy resident at The Sands, 
Graeme Markwick, describes the briefing 
from the council’s landscape architects, 

Opus, as inconclusive.
Markwick wants council arborists to 

regularly prune, or even sculpt, the trees 
and remove dangerous boughs, mainly for 
safety, but also for the health of the trees 
and to allow more light into the apartments.

“There should be a better balance of the 
needs of the trees and the public who use the 
walkway,” Markwick says.

He says elderly people have moved out of 
The Sands because the trees keep light from 
their apartments

He and other apartment residents also 
want the boardwalk repaired or replaced.

Eighteen of the trees are scheduled 
notable trees in the Unitary Plan, as well as 
being in a significant ecological area, so any 
work on them requires a resource consent, 
Markwick says.

A report by Opus is due to go to a local-
board workshop in late March or early April.

Local board chairperson George Wood 
says the main reason the boardwalk was 
closed is the trees are unsafe, but detritus 
from the trees has also rotted much of it so 
it would need to be rebuilt.

Residents were invited to submit to the 
management plan by 25 February. Wood says 
mana whenua had to be involved, because of 
the significance of the trees to Maori.

Auckland Council provided a list of 12 
iwi who attended two recent hui to discuss 
the pohutukawa grove, which extends from 
the north end of the beach to Thorne Bay. 

Historically, travellers passing the sacred 
trees would place floral tributes at the foot 
or hang garments in the branches, as a mark 
of respect to ensure safe travels.

Mon Desir property management chair 
Fay Freeman says residents met to discuss 

Held up... Using cables to restrain dangerous limbs, as with this 
pohutukawa at the north end of Takapuna Beach, is one option 
council arborists and landscape architects are considering
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No go... Mon Desir property 
management chair Fay Freeman 
at the entrance to the boardwalk 
closed because of unsafe trees

a submission to Opus’ plan.
“They want to preserve the trees and make 

sure they are well maintained and don’t 
present a risk. It’s not about getting rid of 
the trees,” Freeman says.

Residents want a risk-assessment and 
appropriate work done, with  the stone 
“steps to nowhere” preserved, the boardwalk 
upgraded and reopened and lighting installed 
in the grove.

The council has occasionally pruned 
trees where it identified defects, and did 
so recently, says its head of operational 
management and maintenance, Agnes 
McCormack. 

She says council arborists and Opus are 
developing a management plan that will 
include pruning and other measures to 
ensure the safety of the public and longevity 
of the trees.

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

What we can do for you
First home buyers – assist 
with KiwiSaver and source 
more bank debt than buyers 
can
Property investors – some 
non-banks will lend 80% if an 
owner-occupied property is 
included
Commercial property –
finance terms and conditions 
can vary a lot between the 
banks
Construction finance – some 
banks are much easier to deal 
with than others
Reverse mortgage – great 
product for asset-rich cash-flow 
poor elderly property owners

Second mortgages – asset 
lend for short-term needs with 
a defined takeout
Bridging finance – banks 
require an ability to service 
both properties, but some 
lenders don’t
Debt restructuring –
consolidating various store, 
car, and personal loans, IRD 
debt and credit cards
Fixed rate rollovers – regular 
savings of 20 to 30 basis points 
and much more if floating rates
So call us if you want to 
discuss any debt-related issue 
– we are experienced,  free of 
charge and 24/7

residents frustrated with council
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Roger Hall: plays still centre stage for veteran hit-maker
Takapuna resident and prolific playwright 

Roger Hall is excited to be on stage himself 
at this year’s Auckland Writers Festival in 
May.

Hall will appear with six fellow writers 
in a gala night event and be interviewed 
alongside fellow popular writer Catherine 
Robertson in another session.

“I’m thrilled because I really enjoy it [the 
festival]. Some years I’m away, but it’s a 
jolly impressive thing.”

Hall knows all too well the work that goes 
on behind the scenes after co-organising 
New Zealand Theatre Month last year, with 
theatre administrator Malcolm Calder.

Typically, Hall produces a play a year, 
but he couldn’t manage it last year on top of 
the demands of organising Theatre Month, 
which took place in September.

He’s working on a play now, but at 80 
admits he’s winding down a little. .

“It’s very hard work. You have to be quite 
fit. Day-to-day, writing is easier when you 
are feeling really fit.”

Few playwrights have work spanning 
decades..

“You have a feeling, ‘Have I said it all?’”
Hall has more than 40 plays, musicals and 

pantomimes to his credit – and numerous 
box-office hits.

The organisation of Theatre Month has 
been taken over by agency Playmarket this 
year, freeeing up Hall for other projects.

Hall will soon help out with readings of 
three of his plays at Devonport’s The Vic 
Theatre in June and July, which should raise 
funds both for The Vic and hopefully New 
Zealand Theatre Month.

Theatre Month requires fundraising of 
$50,000 per year for the next four years.

Similar play readings at The Vic last year 
were very successful.

North Shore audiences should enjoy a 
reading of Book Ends, which is based on 

Hall’s weekly coffee meetings at Devon-
port’s Stone Oven with “The Cabin Fever 
Club” or other men working from home, 
mainly in writing or publishing.

Hall is also helping out with another three 
play readings at The Vic in September.

After four decades, his play Middle Age 
Spread is still as relevant as ever. 

With themes such as the gap between rich 
and poor, there’s sadly been no need to revise 
it for productions this year in Palmerston 

North and Takapuna’s PumpHouse Theatre 
(8 May).

Hall is enthusiastic about his work 
with Tadpole Theatre, which is taking the 
one-woman show The Book Club to Waiheke 
(11-13 April). 

He says the play, starring Jodie Dorday, 
is among his favourites.

“She [Dorday] does such a wonderful job. 
She’s got so much energy and the audience 
is almost cheering by the end.”

Off-script... Roger Hall, these days resident in Takapuna, fitting a 
coffee into his schedule of writing and other engagments

PH: 489 8360 – PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz
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n Alice in Wonderland
Fri, 29th March at 7:30pm 

Melbourne City Ballet’s Michael 
Pappalardo (Artistic Director) 
and Brendan Bradshaw (Artistic 
Associate) pay homage to the well-
known novel by Lewis Carroll, Alice 
In Wonderland, with this enchanting 
ballet complimented by one of 
Tchaikovsky’s most famous scores.

I’m Paired
Thurs-Sat, 21st-23rd March

“I’mPaired” by Touch Compass flips 
the perception of impairment on its 
head, realising the beauty  
in everyone’s unique talent. 
This series of new works use a variety 
of Dance and Theatre genres that 
celebrates our diverse society.

Legendary Divas
Sun, 24th March at 7:30pm  

Legendary Divas is a show starring 
award winning actress and singer 
Ali Harper and honours the talented, 
hardworking, courageous and 
legendary women that inspired us 
with their music. Shirley Bassey, Dusty 
Springfield, Judy Garland, Doris Day, 
Barbra Streisand and many more.

The Man Whose Mother was a Pirate
Sat 6th April - Sun 28th April  

Margaret Mahy’s rollicking and funny 
pirate adventure, makes for a brilliant 
family outing. It tells the story of 
Sam, an ordinary man who wears an 
ordinary suit and who works  
in an ordinary office. But his mother  
is an extraordinary mother  
– she’s a pirate!
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Preparing for End of Financial Year

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099  Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

“We’re here to help your
  business succeed.”
   Let’s meet for a no-obligation  
chat about how we could  
help your business.

If your business has a 31 March 
balance date, then your end of financial 
year is approaching fast. Make sure 
you are prepared by reviewing the  
following:
•  Debtors – are they all recoverable?  

In order to get a tax deduction for bad 
debts, they must be written off before 
balance date.

•  Creditors – make sure you have all 
unpaid invoices to hand and recorded 
into your accounting system.

•  If your business holds stock, carry 
out a stocktake on 31 March.  Stock 
is valued at the lower of cost price 
or net realisable value.  However, if 
your annual turnover is $1,300,000 
or less, and your stock value is rea-
sonably estimated to be less than 
$10,000, then no stocktake is re-
quired.

•  If you have a service business,  
review your work-in-progress at 31 
March to ascertain a value.

•  Fixed Assets.  Review your prior 
year’s asset schedule and note any 
that have been sold or are obsolete.

•  Repairs & Maintenance expendi-
ture is generally 100% tax deducti-
ble. If there is any expenditure of this 
nature, then it may be worthwhile 
doing before 31 March.

•  Low Value Assets.  Generally, minor 
assets that cost less than $500 are 
fully tax deductible in the year they 
are purchased, so now may be a good 
time to purchase that printer or office 
chair you’ve been holding out for.

•  Staff Leave Reports.  If you employ 
staff, make sure you have all leave 
reports from your payroll system.  
Also, remember that IRD’s new 
Payday filing system is active from 
1 April 2019, so make sure you’re 
prepared for this.

If you need assistance with your end-
of-year processes, contact me and I can 
help.

Fears of slim, shady town square
A Takapuna group fears residents are being 

short-changed in plans for a new town square.
Heart of Takapuna believes the town square 

will fall short of the required 3000 to 4000 
square metres, and claims the council is not 
following its own directives.

Group spokesperson Ruth Jackson says 
when the council’s planning committee 
approved a change of use for the car park at 
40 Anzac St, in March 2018, it said the town 
square must be located on the 40 Anzac St site.

Marketing material instead shows a town 
square of about 1300 sqm on the Anzac St site, 
with the remainder of the space falling on the 
30 to 38 Anzac St portion of the development.

Further, the committee said the town square 
would have to follow council rules in its 2016 
“Open Space Provisions for a Civic Space”, 
which requires town squares to be 3000 to 
4000 sqm.

Heart of Takapuna wants a town square 
larger than the currently planned “circa 3000 
sqm”, but fears current plans could lead to a 
square smaller than that.

It has laid out its concerns in a letter to 
Mayor Phil Goff and North Shore councillors 
Richard Hills and Chris Darby.

“We have consistently queried the disparity 
between council’s clear instruction and the 
actual size and location of the town square 
which is now being advanced,” said Jackson.

In a response, Auckland Council chief 
operating officer David Rankin said, in 2018 
consultation, the public selected a town square 
located from Lake Rd to Hurstmere Rd.

Panuku is calling for expressions of interest 
from developers by 22 March. It could not 
provide plans showing measurements for each 
part of the development.

“As the design of the town square is not yet 
finalised, the area measurements provided for 
this and other development sites in all [Panu-

Square fears... Heart of Takapuna’s Ruth Jackson says she spoke to 
hundreds of people opposed to the Anzac St car-park sale at the 
Sunday Market on 2 March
ku’s agent] CBRE literature advertising this 
development opportunity are approximate,” 
development manager Kate Cumberpatch 
said. “The town square will follow council 
guidelines and is anticipated to be around 
3000sqm to 4000sqm in size.”

In marketing material, CBRE said, “Taka-
puna-specific rules” had been put in place for 
the development. Buildings can rise to nine 
storeys on the Anzac St site, with a set back of 
three to four storeys. Buildings on Hurstmere 
Rd could be up to six storeys (with a setback 
of two to four storeys).

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Jan O’Connor  fears the square will be shaded 

by the nine-storey buildings, even with the 
setback.

Anzac St will continue to be used as a car 
park until mid-2020 when the new multi-level 
Gasometer car park building, 200 metres 
away, will open. 

Construction has started on the the build-
ing, which will have about 420 car parks, 
electric-car and bike charging stations, bike 
storage, motorbike parking, and changing 
rooms.

Auckland Council will also be upgrading 
Hurstmere Rd with a redesigned streetscape 
that prioritises people and reduces traffic to a 
one-way street. Work is due to start  mid-2019.
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Super paddler… Jerry Stephenson (left), and Sharlene Griffen and Suzy Sampson (at right)

Swim finishers… from left, Daisy Proctor, Rachel Helsby, Sarah Moore and Mark Beckerleg 

Beach Series racers make a retro-themed splash 
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On the water… Jo Aleh (above) and Tudy Lile (right) 

On the mic... Takapuna Beach 
Series organiser Nick Carroll 
(above) led the way on the 
event’s 70s-and-80s themed 
finals night for paddleboarders, 
swimmers and runners  Blasts from the past... Jo Aleh and Kelsi Miller
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One team at the Takapuna Beach Series 
deserved a special round of applause, and 
not just for their awesome outfits. 

Team Seal – a group of open-water spe-
cial-needs swimmers – got into the 70s and 

80s theme at the event, but have another 
international competition on their radar. 

Tate Pichon, Troy Rangi, Josh Vegar and 
Shazzel Saheb are busily preparing and rais-
ing money under the guidance of coach Sarah 

O’Dwyer to go to Samoa for a three-day 
ocean-swim series from 30 July to August 4. 

Team Seal swim a variety of events at 
the Beach series, over distances from 1km 
to 2km. 

Team Seal gets in the swim, with Samoa the goal 

Team seal… (from left to right), Tate Pichon, Troy Rangi, Josh Vegar and Shazzel Saheb
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CONDITIONS: *Different bonus offers apply to different Viking Ocean cruises. Please talk to your consultant to find out if there are any applicable bonus offers on your selected cruise. All cruise packages are based on 
Twin share, outside or Veranda cabin and costs are per person. Availability is current as at 7 Mar 19 and deals are available until date shown or until sold out. Space is strictly limited and is subject to availability at time 
of booking. Prices shown are inclusive of all discounts. On board credit where shown is per cabin & must be spent on board and is not refundable in cash. All passengers are bound by the individual cruise lines terms & 
conditions, please ask your consultant for a full copy. Current Deals must be paid in full at time of booking or as shown. All passengers must have a valid passport with more than 6 months validity at the end of their holiday. 
Travel insurance should be taken out at time of booking to cover in the event of any unforeseen cancellation. Included airfares are based on special non-refundable economy fares, ground transfers are not included unless 
specified, any hotels included are on a room only basis unless specified. ESTA Visas are required for Itineraries visiting USA, Canada, India, China, Vietnam & Sri Lanka. Visa costs are not included. If travelling on a non NZ 
passport other visas + NZ re-entry permits may also be required, please check with applicable embassy. CRS0319-VIKING

BET TER TOGETHER
0 8 0 0  4 6 8  2 7 8  I  H O T C R U I S E S . C O . N Z

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• Return airfares from Auckland
• 1 night in Bergen including breakfast
• 12 night cruise aboard Viking Star Bergen 

(overnight), Narvik, Alta (overnight), Tromso 
(overnight), Bodo, Stavanger, London

• 1 complimentary shore excursion in every 
port

• Beer, wine & soft drinks with onboard lunch 
& dinner

• Port taxes, fees & gratuities
Option to extend your stay in London

IN  SEARCH OF THE 
NORTHERN L IGHTS

13 NIGHTS |  DEPARTS 20 JAN 2020

from

$10,199pp

VERANDA TWIN

from

$10,619pp

DELUXE VERANDA TWIN 

INCLUDES |  Saving of up to $5000 +  
AU$200 shipboard credit per couple

Book by 26 March 19 - Deposit from $2700pp

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• Return economy class airfares from 

Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch

• 15 day river cruise Amsterdam to Budapest

• 12 guided tours

• Beers, wine & soft drinks with onboard 
lunch & dinner

• Speciality coffees, teas & bottled water

• Port taxes, fees & gratuties

Cruise departs March - November in both 
directions. Ask us for pricing on other dates

GRAND EUROPEAN 
TOUR 2020

14 NIGHTS |  DEPARTS 4 NOV 2020

N

Cruise 

Amsterdam

Cologne 

Kinderdijk

Nuremberg Miltenberg 

Bamberg 

Vienna 
Budapest

THE 
NETHERLANDS

GERMANY

AUSTRIA
HUNGARY

Melk 
Passau 

Regensburg

Würzburg
Rothenburg

KremsDANUBE

Prague

CZECH REPUBLIC

DANUBE

MAIN

RHINE

Koblenz MAIN–DANUBE
CANAL

from

$6499pp

CATEGORY E TWIN  

BONUS |  Fly Free to Europe + AU$200 
shipboard credit per couple

Book by 31 March 19 - Deposit from $2100pp 

“  TO G E T H E R  W E  CA N  M A K E  YO U R  C RU I S E  H O L I DAY  E V E N  B E T T E R . ”

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• Return airfares from Auckland
• 1 night in Bergen including breakfast
• 14 night cruise aboard Viking Sun visiting 

Bergen, Lerwick, Torshavn, Reykjavik, 
Nanortalik, Qaqortoq, L’Anse aux Medows, 
Gulf of St Lawrence, Saguenay, Qebec City, 
Montreal

• 1 complimentary shore excursion in every port
• Beer, wine & soft drinks with onboard lunch 

& dinner
• Port taxes, fees & gratuities
• 1 night in Montreal

from

$14,899pp

VERANDA TWIN  

from

$15,219pp

DELUXE VERANDA TWIN 

INCLUDES |  Saving of up to $1200 + 
AU$200 shipboard credit per couple

Book by 26 March 19 - Deposit from $3200pp 

IN  THE  WAKE OF THE 
V IK INGS

16 NIGHTS |  DEPARTS 12 SEP 2019

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• Return economy class airfares from 

Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch

• 15 day river cruise Amsterdam to Budapest

• 12 guided tours

• Beers, wine & soft drinks with onboard 
lunch & dinner

• Speciality coffees, teas & bottled water

• Port taxes, fees & gratuties

Cruise departs March - November in both 
directions. Ask us for pricing on other dates

from

$7259pp

CATEGORY E TWIN  

BONUS |  Fly Free to Europe + AU$200 
shipboard credit per couple

Book by 31 March 19 - Deposit from $2300pp 

GRAND EUROPEAN 
TOUR 2019

14 NIGHTS |  DEPARTS 02 NOV 2019

W H I C H  V I K I N G  C R U I S E  W I L L  Y O U  C H O O S E ?

H O U S E  O F  T R A V E L  F LY,  S T AY  &  C R U I S E  P A C K A G E S

OR OR
SAVE UP TO 

$5000
per couple

RECEIVE A 
BONUS

STATEROOM
UPGRADE 

TWO
NIGHT CITY 
EXTENSION

OR OTHER GREAT BONUSES.  F IND OUT YOUR BONUS WHEN YOU BOOK* 

BOOK A VIKING OCEAN CRUISE NOW & YOU COULD.. . 

V I K I N G  O C E A N V I K I N G  R I V E R

BOOK A VIKING RIVER CRUISE NOW & YOU COULD.. . 

RECEIVE FREE 
OR DISCOUNTED 

FLIGHTS FROM 
AUCKLAND, 

WELLINGTON OR 
CHRISTCHURCH

$200 
WORTH OF 

SHIPBOARD  
CREDIT PER 

COUPLE

+
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MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZ   172 Kitchener Rd, Milford  09 486 2549
TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ  20 Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna  09 486 0995
CONDITIONS: *Different bonus offers apply to different Viking Ocean cruises. Please talk to your consultant to find out if there are any applicable bonus offers on your selected cruise. All cruise packages are based on 
Twin share, outside or Veranda cabin and costs are per person. Availability is current as at 7 Mar 19 and deals are available until date shown or until sold out. Space is strictly limited and is subject to availability at time 
of booking. Prices shown are inclusive of all discounts. On board credit where shown is per cabin & must be spent on board and is not refundable in cash. All passengers are bound by the individual cruise lines terms & 
conditions, please ask your consultant for a full copy. Current Deals must be paid in full at time of booking or as shown. All passengers must have a valid passport with more than 6 months validity at the end of their holiday. 
Travel insurance should be taken out at time of booking to cover in the event of any unforeseen cancellation. Included airfares are based on special non-refundable economy fares, ground transfers are not included unless 
specified, any hotels included are on a room only basis unless specified. ESTA Visas are required for Itineraries visiting USA, Canada, India, China, Vietnam & Sri Lanka. Visa costs are not included. If travelling on a non NZ 
passport other visas + NZ re-entry permits may also be required, please check with applicable embassy. CRS0319-VIKING
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Apartment block buildings  up to 100 metres 
high are planned  for Smales Farm.

Up to 1300 residential units are earmarked for 
land which is currently solely a business park.

The tallest building on the North Shore is 
the Sentinel building in Takapuna at 30 storeys 
and 150 m high. 

Smales Farm owner Northcote RD1 holdings 
is applying to Auckland Council to change the 
Auckland Unitary Plan to allow the develop-
ment to go ahead.

The residential development would be up to 
75 metres high, with some parts of the buildings 
100 metres high. No reduction in office floor 
space is planned.

When originally developed, the area near the 
Northcote interchange and Smales Farm Station 
was envisaged solely as a business park. Under 
its current zoning no residential development 
is allowed.

The owners are now proposing a mixed-use 
transit zone, to allow residential development 
which fits in with Unitary Plan goals to encour-
age housing around transport nodes.

Auckland Council staff and “independent 
experts acting for council agree that the proposal 
plan change has... potential”, a report to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board said.

The higher apartments would be located near 
the motorway.

Offficers told the board that the North Shore 
Hospital buildings across the road from Smales 
Farm were up to 65m in height..

Massive apartment development on cards for Smales Farm

Rising high… an artist’s impression of what the apartments might 
look like  

Attachment D
Smales Farm plan change request

Aerial of concept masterplan
(looking east)

Hall for Lease
Newly refurbished  
in the heart of  
Birkenhead Village.
View by appointment: 
Speak to Ian 09 419 6611

• Dedicated space: 120m2

• Reasonable rent

• Long-term lease

• Wooden dance floor

•  Chairs (and some tables)

• Heat pump and ceiling fans

• Three unisex toilets

• Good size and well-fitted kitchen

ENDLESS  
POSSIBILITIES

Email IanMcMan80@gmail.com
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North Shore’s only NZ Owned
Family Funeral Home

Husband & Wife Team
Professional & Personal Touch

Full Services & Direct Cremations
From $2,999.00

09 486 2631 – 027 486 2050
www.northshorefunerals.co.nz
157 Shakespeare Rd, Milford

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION?
Book your appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

A group of Milford residents is lodging an 
appeal against a resource consent granted for 
a six-storey apartment block, which breaks a 
number of rules in the Auckland Unitary Plan.

The apartment development covers two 
sites at 110 Kitchener Rd and 1a Pierce Rd, 
where 20 apartments and a cafe are planned.

The consent was notified in August. Of 
67 submissions, 19 were in support and 48 
in opposition.

A panel of three commissioners heard argu-
ments for and against the plans in a December 
hearing, with two voting to approve the 
consent and the third dissenting in a decision 
released on 1 February.

Commissioner Greg Hill objected to the 
excessive scale and bulk of the building. 

That lack of consensus has given neigh-
bours strong grounds to lodge an appeal to 
the Environment Court, said Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board deputy chairperson Grant 
Gillon.

The first step is usually mediation, Gillon 
said.

The board made a submission opposing 
the consent, because of the size and scale of 
the building, plus the extent of earthworks, 
that could lead to pollution at Milford Beach.

The apartment block is closer to the bound-
ary than allowed in the Unitary Plan, is taller 
than allowed, has less setback at upper floors, 
and has less landscaped area than it should 
have under the plan.

In addition, it would include a cafe that 
needs a consent as it is close to residential 
dwellings, doesn’t have enough parking and 
will have noncompliant signage.

Neighbours raised concerns about shade, 
privacy, noise and parking.

“Initially people could accept the Unitary 
Plan, because, while it was challenging, it set 
the rules,” said Gillon. “I think what people 
can’t believe is there’s another process that 
can go over and beyond it.”

Apartment block  
breaks the rules

LOOKING FOR A NEW INTEREST?

LEARN TO PLAY BRIDGE

THE BEST CARD GAME 
IN THE WORLD!

AND ANY AGE CAN PLAY!

BEGINNERS COURSE Starts Tuesday 30 April
Phone Mandy 021 177 3743 or email nshorebridge@gmail.com

NORTH SHORE BRIDGE CLUB
39 Killarney Street, Takapuna • www.nsbc.org.nz

MADHU BHANA FAKIR 
B.A., N.D., D.O., BHSC

Registered Osteopath & 
naturopath

acc registered

CRANIAL / VISCERAL
OSTEOPATH & 
NATUROPATH

22 ONEPOTO ROAD, 
HAURAKI, AUCKLAND

phone:  09 558 3085
or txt 021 027 97878 
for an appointment

Safe, gentle & 
effective therapy; a gentle 
alignment of body, mind, 
and spirit.  Effective for 
back and neck strains, 
injuries, trauma, stuck 
patterns of pain, stress 

and stress-induced 
illnesses, allergies and 

food intolerance.
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Is this the year you’ll action those 
dream kitchen ideas? Who’ll design, 
make and install your new kitchen to 
the high standard you demand?

Neo Design is a North Shore kitchen 
company, specializing in high-quality, 
bespoke kitchens, made to the client’s 
exact specification. 

Neo are one of the few Auckland 
kitchen companies offering a total 
custom service: design, manufacture 
and installation. That is simple for 
you with just one company to do it all.

After 27 years making quality joinery, 
the experienced team at Neo know 
how to make beautiful kitchens that 
will stand the test of time. Whether 
you have a well resolved kitchen 
plan, or no plan at all, Neo will 
deliver a kitchen that you’ll be proud 
to own, and love to use, every day.

Visit our website at www.neodesign.
co.nz to get inspired about your next 
kitchen project and call us for a free 
consultation.

Planning a new kitchen in 2019?

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland
Hours: 9 - 5 weekdays

Book a complimentary 
consultation with our 
kitchen designer today
If you’re planning a new kitchen, 
now is a great time to discuss 
your ideas with our kitchen 
designer. Either on-site, or in our 
showroom, you’ll find their 
experience invaluable, and it’s 
free. Call us on

www.neodesign.co.nz

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY

09 443 4461
info@neodesign.co.nz

Contemporary kitchen by Neo Design
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Plaster dumped into a stormwater drain waa 
discharged onto Takapuna Beach, causing a nox-
ious white pool near an outlet, but the suspected 
polluters were let off with an “educative” letter 
from the council.

On 18 February, a member of the public 
called Auckland Council’s pollution line at 
9.45am to complain about a white foamy sub-
stance issuing onto the beach from a stormwater 
pipe near the end of Ewen St.

The officers visited a nearby address at about 
11.30am to find waste plaster and wash water 
appeared to have been poured down the public 
stormwater drain, team manager compliance 
investigations Kerri Fergusson said.

“The compliance officer talked to a nearby 
tradesman who denied he was responsible for 
the matter. 

“As we were unable to definitely link the 
breach with the person we spoke to, we issued 
them with a formal warning,” Fergusson said.

The council has a graduated enforcement 
approach, where officers work with people to fix 
problems in the first instance, and only escalate 
to significant formal enforcement action if the 
effects are serious or the offender has continued 
to ignore the requirements, Fergusson said.

However, the local board and environmental-
ists would like to see the council respond more 
swiftly and issue fines more frequently in order 
to send a message to businesses disposing of 
waste down Takapuna’s stormwater system, as 
pollution events have frequently been reported.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair-

person George Wood was surprised there was 
no penalty.

“More enforcement would be good. What 
we need is for the council to follow up on these 
incidents. They need to get a field officer there 
quickly and issue fines,” Wood said.

Unfortunately, incidents like this, where 
pollution from businesses is dumped in the 
stormwater drains and pollutes the beach, are 
common on Takapuna Beach.

Feedback to the board suggest council of-
ficers take a while to attend, if they come at all.

“It’s difficult for people to get the council to 

respond. If you get through, you need to lay it 
on thick,” Wood advised.

Forest and Bird would like see more educa-
tion on the fact stormwater drains lead directly 
to the sea and information in a number of 
languages.

Where the council knows where the pollution 
came from, fines are a good deterrent, North 
Shore branch president Dr Richard Hursthouse 
said. 

“If we are to stop the decline of the health 
of the Hauraki Gulf we need to get tough on 
pollution.” 

Foam fail... Tradespeople suspected of dumping plaster down a 
stormwater drain got off with a warning, after a white, foamy toxic 
residue poured onto Takapuna Beach from a stormwater outlet

Suspected polluter slapped with a wet bus ticket

(09) 368 0150 
forsythbarr.co.nz

This column is general in nature and should not be regarded as 
personalised investment advice. Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr 

Authorised Financial Advisers are available on request and free of charge.

New Zealanders have put 
their trust in Forsyth Barr 
for personalised investment 
advice and service for over 
80 years. We are proudly 
100% New Zealand owned 
by shareholders working 
within the business. Barry 
Perrow and Warren Suttie 
are Authorised Financial 
Advisers available to give you 
professional, personalised 
and confidential investment 
advice. 

Whether you are an 
experienced investor or 
just starting out, Barry and 
Warren can advise you 
on an appropriate mix of 
investments for your lifestyle 
today, and tomorrow. They 
are aware how difficult it 
is to find an Investment 

Adviser you like, trust and 
respect, but it is their focus 
to be exactly that and work 
together with their clients in 
a trusting relationship.

Forsyth Barr is committed 
to providing a full range 
of investment services to 
meet the varied needs 
and expectations of clients 
through the different stages 
of their lives.

Providing quality research 
from our highly regarded 
research team and 
international affiliates is 
central to the provision of 
our advice.

Forsyth Barr’s reputation 
is founded on integrity, 
the highest standards of 
service and research-driven 
investment advice. Our values 
underpin all aspects of our 

Warren Suttie
Barry Perrow 
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It’s all 
about trust

business:
• We put our clients’ best 

interests first.
• We are committed to 

providing clients with 
informed advice based 
on research and market 
insights.

• We are motivated to 
deliver service and 
performance to clients, 
building long-term and 
trusted relationships.

• We provide a full range 
of investment services 
to meet the unique 
requirements and 

expectations of clients.
• We are committed 

to the New Zealand 
marketplace.

• Through partnerships 
with leading international 
institutions we ensure we 
have global connections 
and research.

Barry Perrow and  
Warren Suttie are Authorised 
Financial Advisers with 
Forsyth Barr, North Shore.  
To arrange a meeting to 
discuss your investment 
objectives in confidence, call 
(09) 368 0150 or email  
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barfoot.co.nz

OPEN HOME

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sunday 3.00 - 4.00pm
www.barfoot.co.nz/770957

Aaron Reid 
021 119 1926
a.reid@barfoot.co.nz
Devonport 09 445 2010

Leila & David MacDonald
021 928 926 / 021 650 901
l.macdonald@barfoot.co.nz
Remuera 09 524 0149

WONDER BY THE WATER
•	Jaw-dropping	waterfront	residence,	renovated	to	absolute	perfection
•	270-degree	panoramic	harbour,	city	and	shore	views
•	 	Entertain	with	front	row,	centre	stage	seats	for	spectacular	close-up	views	of	
Auckland’s	vibrant	harbour

•	 	Nearly	1/2	acre	of	premium	north-facing	grounds	with	subdividable	 
potential

•	 	10-minute	ferry	ride	to	Auckland’s	CBD	major	transport	&	school	links
•	Devonport	village	and	iconic	Cheltenham	beach	are	a	few	minutes	away
Make	your	move	now!
Need	to	know	more,	contact	Leila	or	Aaron	today!

D E V O N P O R T
55 STANLEY POINT ROAD
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Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

ELECTRICAL INSPECTION SPECIALISTS

DEVONPORT ELECTRICAL

Your Local Electricians

021 670 103  or  445 3447

Paul Sievers - Toby Ballard
www.devonportelectrical.co.nz

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

•  Solid Plastering
•  Block-work
•  Fireplaces
•  Gib-stopping
•  Small or Large Jobs

Phone Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592  zipzap@ihug.co.nz

Ph Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

Residential & Commercial 
Electrician 

Maintenance 
New Installation 

Contact Byron Knight
022 065 6202

knightlightelectrical@gmail.com

“ Do it once, 
Do it right”

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge 
Shore-wide!

Carl Ogden – 444 5782
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES 
HEDGES  

& SHRUBS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS

PRUNING –TRIMMING
WEEDING – MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

Reach your 
Milford / 
Takapuna 
customers 

cost-effectively  
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz 
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DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO
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� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com
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for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements
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Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
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Call Steve at
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Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
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plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

Electrician
Friendly 

Registered Electrician

Call Oli
021 02 73 63 23

Genuine Low Prices
Prompt Service
Senior Discount

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566
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Long-time Takapuna businessman Jack Shee-
hy has been remembered as a keen enthusiast 
for the area.

Sheehy, who died in January aged 95,   
opened Home Fabrics Ltd in Takapuna in 1958, 
and went on to build a flourishing business, 
serving the entire North Shore. 

He was among the businesspeople who 
pushed the local council to purchase 40 Anzac St 
for car parking,  agreeing to pay a rates surcharge 
for the purpose. 

Sheehy grew up in Raetihi, in the King Coun-
try at the time of the  Great Depression. At 14, 
he left home to find himself work and lodgings 
in Auckland, working  as a junior at Ashley 
Fabrics and at ABC stores in Karangahape Rd. 
Four years later, he joined the Army, then the 
Navy to help with the war effort.

On his return, he married his wife Betty and 
settled in Bayswater, where he continued to live 
until a few years before his death.

Sheehy travelled widely to find new products 
and styles for his business, constantly looking 
to refresh Home Fabrics’ image.

In 1986, Jack sold the business to his sons 
Gerald and Michael.  After 60 years in Hurst-
mere Rd,  Home Fabrics moved to Constellation 
Drive last year. 

North Shore identity Geoff Bonham, who  
passed away in January, was deeply involved in 
community matters for much of his life.

He was on the Takapuna Community Board 
in 1995 and 1998, was a past president of the 
Takapuna North Rotary Club, and remained 
active in pursuit of Rotary projects.

His club spearheaded the idea of building the 
YES disability centre at Albany.

In recent years, Bonham lobbied Auckland 
Council and in particular the Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board to keep Takapuna Beach clean 
of seaweed and other material. He campaigned 
vigorously, and could claim success with the 
development of the Takapuna Beach sea-
weed-removal policy document. He wanted to 
go further and have a beach-cleaning machine. 

Bonham was raised in the Milford area and 
attended Westlake Boys High School in its early 
years. He worked in the swimming pool industry 
for many years, specialising in the manufacture 
and sales of spa and swimming pool covers. 

He represented the swimming-pool industry 
in government and local body submissions and 
negotiations.

Bonham began competing in motor racing 
events in the 1990s in an MGB GT car. He 
became so enthusiastic for this sport that he 
eventually sponsored a class of races through 
his company Leisuretime.

He is survived by his wife Nora, four daugh-
ters and nine grandchildren.

Jack was part of the fabric of Takapuna business

Local identity 
remembered for 

seaweed campaign 
and much more 
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Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF
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Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ Vision examinations

Glaucoma checks
Contact lenses and solutions

Spectacle repairs
Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Your best defence against  
skin cancer is early detection

Do you have a suspicious mole?

MoleMan has the latest in digital screening 
technology and provides affordable skin  

cancer surgery and treatment. 

- The Skin Cancer Doctors
146 Queen Street, Northcote Point

Southern Cross Affiliated Provider 
 for selected skin cancer services.

Call 09 480 6416 or visit www.moleman.co.nz

Dr Grant Coe 
MBChB, FRNZCGP,  
Dip Skin Cancer Med, Dip Skin Cancer Surg.
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MoleMan has the latest in digital screening 
technology and provides affordable skin  

cancer surgery and treatment. 

- The Skin Cancer Doctors
146 Queen Street, Northcote Point

Southern Cross Affiliated Provider 
 for selected skin cancer services.

Call 09 480 6416 or visit www.moleman.co.nz

Dr Grant Coe 
MBChB, FRNZCGP,  
Dip Skin Cancer Med, Dip Skin Cancer Surg.

M
ention 

 this ad  and get  

20%
 off  an initial 

 full body mole check The Skin Cancer Doctors

ENROLMENTS  
TERM 2 2019

Enrolment at the school is governed by 
an enrolment scheme, details of which 
are available from the school office.
Applications for 15 out of zone places in year 
1, 0 in year 2, 2 in year 3, 2 in year 4, 2 in year 5 
and 2 in year 6 are now being invited for those 
students who will become eligible for enrolment 
during the period 29 April to 2 July 2019.

The deadline for receipt of applications for out 
of zone places is 29 April 2019.

If a ballot for out of zone places is required, it 
will be held on 29 April 2019. Parents will be 
informed of the outcome of the ballot within 
three school days of the ballot being held.

If you live in the home zone and have not yet 
signalled your intention to enrol your child 
later this year, please contact the school 
immediately to assist us to plan appropriately.

Reach your 
Milford/Takapuna 

customers 
cost-effectively

sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz 
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MAUNGAUIKA
NORTH HEAD

COMMUNITY DAY

Nau Mai Haere Mai 

9:30am 
Karakia and Introductions 

Health and Safety brief
 

10am-12pm 
Hands-on Ecological Restoration 

Releasing native trees from invasive honeysuckle 
Rare plant garden work

Young people’s activity - DoC  
 

12-1pm
 Sausage sizzle 

 Tūpuna Maunga Authority stall
Free rat traps 

 
Tūpuna Taonga ō Tāmaki Makaurau Trust

Made possible by

All Welcome. Enquiries to: MaungaAuthority@aklc.govt.nz
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More steps taken on long road 
to Milford boardwalk

Community organisations in Milford are 
calling for sponsors to support a new board-
walk through the mangroves of the Wairau 
Creek estuary.

The walkway, which is in its early design 
stages, would run from the Milford shopping 
centre to the lifting bridge at the marina.

“The idea is walkers could enjoy being 
in the middle of nowhere and it could get 
people off those busy, cramped streets,” 
says Debbie Dunsford, co-chair of Milford 
Residents Association.

The boardwalk would be 3 metres wide 
and 450 metres long and have occasional 
viewing platforms with seating for relax-
ation.

It would accommodate walkers, dog-walk-
ers and cyclists.

Milford Rotary has offered to front the 
project and lead fundraising activities, 
Dunsford said.

Clive Menkin of Milford Rotary was 
talking to people at the Vive La France! 
market day on 23 February, encouraging 
them to buy a plank to carry their own or 
their family’s name.

At this stage, the community groups are 
taking names of those interested in spon-
soring planks, or helping with funding in 
other ways. They will set up a bank account 
when they start to get funds coming in, 
Dunsford said.

The walk is backed by the Milford Busi-
ness Association and Milford Residents 
Association, who are working with Auckland 
Council and the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board to get concept designs, technical 
reports and engineering reports complet-

A plank for posterity... Milford Rotary’s Clive Menkin offers named 
planks at Milford’s Vive La France! market day on 23 February

ed, with a view to applying for a resource 
consent. 

This year will be focused on getting all 
the technical work done and plans ready, 
Dunsford said. 

The project should be completed by 2021 
and is currently estimated to cost about $2 
million, she said, adding it’s really too early 
to know what the costs will be.

A survey of residents in the area last year 
showed wide support for the project.

It will be designed so it doesn’t go too 
close to people’s homes.

The project has in part grown out of com-
munity clean-ups of the estuary. 

Originally, the boardwalk was identified 
by the community as an aspirational project 
in the Milford Centre Plan 2015.

In 2016, the local board provided $19,000 
to the Milford Residents Association to un-
dertake conceptual work. 

The residents and business associations 
have engaged Simon O’Connor of Sentinel 
Planning and Mike Rogan of Sola Landscape 
Architects Ltd.

With their help, the groups succeeded in 
a pre-application hearing with the council.

This paved the way for Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board to allocate $250,000 
funding from its local board transport capital 
fund budgets towards the project.

The council’s healthy waters team last 
year commissioned a restoration plan for the 
Milford estuary, which is due to be completed 
early this year. 

This would provide options for the area the 
boardwalk traversed, local board chairperson 
George Wood said.

MARCH AT THE ROSE CENTRE
APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS –  

ACT QUICKLY FOR THE EARLY-BIRD PRICE
For the first time in Belmont,  

Covert Theatre presents 
“Funlicious - Improv for Kids”

A school holiday 
programme 15-18 
April 2019.
The Rose Centre 
is delighted to 
bring to the 
North Shore a 
stunningly delicious 
experience for kids 
aged 8 to 12 this next school holidays.
Improvisation is an art form that allows kids to self-
create, self-discover and self-express. It develops 
the skills they need to have a happy and successful 
life, such as collaboration, communication, 
confidence, creativity, resilience, storytelling and so 
much more.
You need to be quick to get your kids on the 
programme. It’s $295 (or $275 each for kids from 
the same family) or until March 15, just $195 each 
on early-bird special. Go to eventfinda.co.nz and 
search The Rose Centre to book. 

Free Fun – Sand Art at Narrow Neck
Put aside March 23! Around 3pm, the Rose Centre 
will put on an art event that can involve you and 
your families at Narrow Neck beach. 
Acclaimed sand artist David Hilliam (Google David 
Hilliam beach tagger) will create beach art right 
there in the sand. Join us for a piece of fun and art 
for all. Just come and watch, or put your hand up 
for David to have you be part of the art-rendering 
team. If you want to add to the art, make sure you 
bring a rake, leaf rake or big stick/pole. 
This is a 100% free event. Just show up, bring your 
own refreshments and of course the Slip, Slop, Slap 
and Wrap SunSmart suggested behaviour is highly 
recommended! We look forward to seeing you 
there, celebrating Neighbours Day Aotearoa!

Theatre returns to Belmont,  
Company Theatre presents

Stones in his Pockets  By Marie Jones
There is great excitement in 
a small village in rural Ireland 
when a major Hollywood film 
company arrives to make a 
blockbuster movie on location.
The characters Charlie Conlon 
and Jake Quinn, who are 
employed as extras along with numerous other 
locals, tell the story between them. But as the Irish 
and Hollywood cultures clash, it becomes clear 
that the film director’s romantic dream of Ireland 
is a long, long way from reality. Often hysterically 
funny, thought-provoking and witty, this wonderful 
comedy has won numerous awards.
“Triumphant, fast, brilliant and hilarious” 
Independent
“An unequivocal source of joy, laughter, tears and 
delight” Daily Mail
“Very Irish and very funny” Irish Times 
To book go to iticket.co.nz, search for The Rose 
Centre and click on the poster. The season runs 
4–13 April.

P 09 445 9900
E info@rosecentre.co.nz

F @RoseCentre    W rosecentre.co.nz
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Ooh la la... At the Vive La France! day in Milford, Patsy Sackx (above) talks to people about Boutique Tours 
to France, and (below, from left) Molly Good, Jess Lunny and Brooke Doherty soak up the atmosphere 
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Milford’s Vive La France! French market 
day was “magnifique”, organisers say.

The 23 February event included wine tast-
ings, French cooking demonstrations, circus 
entertainment, food trucks and stalls, and 
even petanque. Alliance Francaise showed 
two films and gave a free French lesson.

MC Monique Bradley kept entertainment 
rolling along in Dodson Ave, which was 
blocked off to create a dining and enter-
tainment area.

“It was the best we have ever had,” Mil-
ford Business Association manager Murray 
Hill says.

The market saw a greater range of activ-
ities than past years, there was a very good 
turnout and the day had a great vibe, Hill 
explains.

A huge number of businesses got in-
volved and made the day such a success. 

Getting into the spirit of the Vive La France! market day, hosted by 
Milford Shops, are (clockwise from top left) Lisa Cameron of Posh 
Labels, MC Monique Bradley, Jason Dasadio and Finnli of Forrest Hill, 
Milford Fine Wine’s Helen Sun and Esther Linn and Arazzo’s  
Susan Simpson.

Vive la France 
market day  
‘best ever’

A touch of France
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Working locally is a passion for Nicola 
Jones, owner and founder of Nicola Jones 
Insurance.

Jones has been in the insurance business 
for 20 years and specialises in Life, Mort-
gage Repayment, Income Protection and 
Medical Insurance.  

“I work primarily with families who 
have children and mortgages,” she says, “to 
protect them if an unexpected medical or 
traumatic event were to occur.”  

Jones is not affiliated with any one insur-
ance company,  so “this allows me to pro-
vide a range of options depending on my 
client’s specific needs.” 

Originally located in Takapuna, Nicola 
Jones Insurance is now in Belmont, where 
Jones has lived most of her life.  

She has a strong family connection to 
the area with her grandparents, parents 
and brother all having grown up locally. 
Now her daughter, Mikaela, attends Bel-
mont Primary School.  

“Having the office so close to home and 
Mikaela’s school has been amazing. It gives 
me the opportunity to be more involved in 
her activities as well as supporting the lo-
cal community.”

Jones enjoys working locally.  “I find 
that when I see clients on the North Shore, 

there is often some immediate common 
ground, whether discussing schools, local 
events.” 

Jones’ clients enjoy individual human 
interaction as opposed to dealing with a 
computer or an 0800 number.  

“I believe my main job is to assist at 
claim time. When dealing with clients go-
ing through a traumatic event, knowing 
they have someone on their side to help 
guide them is comforting.”

Nicola Jones welcomes you to call  
her for a free insurance review on  
09 488 7480 or drop in for a visit at  
156a Lake Road.

NICOLA JONES INSURANCE

156A Lake Road, Belmont, Auckland 0622  |  P 09 488 7480  |  M 021 491 080  | E nicola@nji.co.nz

www.nji.co.nz

Looking after the community
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Seafood lovers converged on Takapuna’s 
Regatta Bar & Eatery restaurant last Friday 
and devoured more than 3000 bluff oysters.

The Regatta Bar and Eatery located on 
Takapuna’s Strand and over-looking the 
Hauraki Gulf and Rangitoto Island, hosted its 
Annual Bluff Banquet last Friday where diners 
consumed 300 dozen bluff oysters.

“We went through over 3000 bluff oysters 
with a sell-out lunch of 150 guests,” Regatta’s 
owner Andy Ruzich said.  

“This is our fourth year of business and our 
fourth oyster sell out event.,” Ruzich said.

Ruzich is a principle sponsor of the Takapu-
na Beach Business Association and is a big ad-
vocate for promoting Takapuna as a must visit 
destination for locals and tourists alike.

The Annual Bluff Banquet was an ideal fit 
for clientele who were increasingly heading to 
Takapuna for top quality dining.

“Takapuna Beach is lucky to have the award 
winning Regatta Bar & Eatery overlooking our 
stunning beach,” Takapuna Beach Business 
Association CEO Terence Harpur said.

“Not only do they serve delicious fresh food 
and tasty drinks, but their service and atmo-
sphere is outstanding. 

“They are big supporters of the community, 
hosting and supporting many events and ini-
tiatives to showcase Takapuna and drive vis-
itation to our little slice of paradise,” he said.

Starting in May and running once every 
two months through to September the Regatta 
Bar and Eatery has a series of bottomless Rose 
Brunches where guests can book for a two-
hour lunch seating with bottomless Le Petit 

Rose, and Rose mocktails and a three-course 
set menu.

“It’s a fun afternoon of high energy dining 
with DJ entertainment,” owner Andy Ruzich 
said.

The Regatta also hosts the B.E.N (Business 
Excellence Networking) breakfasts (five a 
year) with the first one kicking off on March 
19, with guests speakers former All Blacks 
Grant Fox and Ian Jones discussing the ‘Busi-
ness of Rugby’. This is a charitable event held 
to raise funds for the North Harbour Club for 
which Regatta is a corporate sponsor.

Melbourne Cup is a another huge event on 

Regatta’s event calendar with a live on site TAB 
and 4-course lunch and all the racing action 
on the big screens. 

“We also hold summer parties with various 
artists including Peter Urlich and Bevan Keys 
on Waitangi day every year where the entire 
venue is turned into a day time Ibiza dance 
party,” Ruzich said.

Other events run by the Regatta Bar include 
the Chef Series in which it partners with top 
NZ wineries and holds degustation evenings 
with six courses matched with six wines host-
ed by Ruzich himself and the winemakers 
from the featured wineries.

Pushing the boat out – 300 dozen bluff  
oysters consumed in day at Regatta Bar

Bluff gold... Regatta Bar & Eatery’s owner Andy Ruzich shucking oys-
ters for his customers
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SOLD

First floor two bedroom 
apartment with patio 
overlooking the 
surrounding bush.

$815,000

William Sanders 
Retirement Village

Brand new apartments opening in April!

For more information phone 
Janet or Mark on 445 0909
Sales offi  ce: 
Ngataringa Road - open 7 days 
29 Lake Rd - open Tues to Thurs

Three bedroom apartment, 
two bathrooms, two patios, 
and spacious open plan living 
in a relaxed bush setting.

$1,140,000

Ground floor two bedroom 
apartment with large outdoor 
patio, perfect for entertaining.

$790,000
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Authorised by Maggie Barry MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Monday 25 March, 7-9pm
Netball North Harbour, 
44 Northcote Road, Takapuna

Join Sir Bill English, Hon Maggie Barry, Canadian 
palliative care expert Dr Leonie Herx and 
euthanasia advocates to discuss the David 
Seymour Euthanasia/Assisted Suicide Bill.  
Make your views on this subject count. 

RSVP to northshore@parliament.govt.nz

End of Life Choices Public Debate

Sir Bill English KNZW 
Former Prime Minister of New Zealand

Hon Maggie Barry ONZM 
MP for North Shore and National’s Spokesperson 

for Seniors, Veterans and Associate Health

No matter what your age, the topic of end-of-life care is an 
important one. It will inevitably affect all of us and the people 
who matter to us and although the subject is difficult at the best 
of times, it is a discussion we need to have as a compassionate 
country.

David Seymour’s End-of-Life Choice bill aims to change the 
Crimes Act to allow euthanasia and assisted suicide as they 
have in Holland and Canada and will be returned to the House 
at the end of the month.  Ninety-two percent of the 37,000 
submissions on this bill were opposed to a law change and I 
commend in particular the courage it took to appear in front 
of a group of strangers in a public select committee hearing 
about why they were in favour or against the bill.

As the deputy chair of the Justice Select Committee, I have 
personally found it an often harrowing experience listening 
to around 1000 first-hand accounts from people who shared 
distressing life and death events, and I respect their views even 
if I didn’t agree with them.

After listening carefully and going through the bill in line-
by-line detail, I am more convinced than ever that legalising 
euthanasia and assisted suicide through this bill would forever 
change the way we treat our most vulnerable – the elderly, 
mentally ill, suicidal and disabled New Zealanders.

This bill is not about turning off life support, ‘do not resuscitate’ 
requests, refusing medical treatment or using morphine for pain 
relief. Those practices are ethical and already legal, and would 
not change. But this bill is not just talking about the terminally 
ill. Under the term ‘grievous and irremediable condition’, 
your loved one with dementia, depression, arthritis, diabetes, 
multiple sclerosis, blindness, eating disorders, tinnitus or with 
a general belief that they are ‘sick of life’ may be eligible for 
assisted suicide.  

More than 70,000 people over the age of 65 report that 
they have suffered from physical, psychological or financial 
abuse – three quarters of it carried out by family members. It’s 
not difficult to imagine some of those vulnerable people being 
coerced or neglected into ending their lives. 

It is sad and shocking that New Zealand has some of the 
worst statistics for youth suicide in the world, and the often 
desperate efforts to reduce those heart-breaking figures feature 
regularly in the headlines. A law change to enable access to 
euthanasia and assisted suicide will send confusing and mixed 
messages that it is okay for some people to be helped to end 
their lives while we spend millions on programmes trying to 
prevent others committing suicide. As the disabled community 
told us repeatedly, their lives would be defined as suffering from 
‘grievous and irremediable conditions’, so their lives would be 
seen as being of less value than people who are able-bodied.

My mother had a 10-year journey with dementia and, as her 
only child, I saw how at risk and vulnerable older New Zealanders 
without advocates and family can be. As the former patron of 
Hospice NZ and Mary Potter Hospice in Wellington where my 
father died, I know that the right level of expert care at the end 
of people’s lives is precious and transformative.

I have drafted my member’s bill ‘Access to End of Life Palliative 
Care’ which is currently in the ballot, to require all DHBs to fund 
and provide end of life care for people in their own homes, 
hospices, hospitals and aged care facilities. With demand for 
palliative and hospice care expected to increase by 51% in the 
next two decades, this is a discussion we need to have now.

This is an opportunity to find out more about legalising 
euthanasia and assisted suicide and making your views 
known. It’s a question the Government has said will be included 
in a binding referendum at the next election so it’s important to 
understand what’s at stake. 

Contact 486 0005 for more information.

END OF LIFE CHOICES…A PUBLIC DEBATE Your local North Shore MP 
Hon Maggie Barry ONZM

Member of Parliament – North Shore 
National’s Spokesperson for Seniors, Veterans’, and Associate Health

Funded by the Parliamentary Service and authorised by M Barry, 15 Anzac St, Takapuna

NORTH SHORE ELECTORATE OFFICE  
15 Anzac Street, Takapuna     |    P 09 486-0005     |    E northshore@parliament.govt.nz        
       Facebook.com/maggiebarrynz           @maggiebarrynz

CHANGE OF FOCUS

With the leadership change and reshuffle of 
National’s  caucus, I took the opportunity  to 
ask Simon Bridges for more comprehensive 
responsibilities for Seniors, including Associate 
Health and Veterans Affairs. Of course Conservation 
will always be near to my heart and I’ll keep doing 
all I can to help achieve the “moonshot” goal of 
saving our native birds by ridding our country 
of rats, stoats and possums #predatorfree2050. 
Saving the planet starts in our own backyards so I’ll 
be doing my bit on the home front to get rid of the 
pests & weeds here on the peninsula. But as the 
former Minister for Seniors, for three years I became 
increasingly aware that the challenges facing older 
New Zealanders needed a more comprehensive 
approach which is why I asked for Associate 
Health with specific responsibility for Alzheimer’s/ 
dementia, healthy ageing and end of life care.  
 
An ageing population is not something to fear but it 
does need to be carefully planned for and no matter 
how healthy we all try to be there will inevitably be 
more need for medical intervention which must 
be available whenever and wherever it’s needed. 
I’m currently organising Seniors morning teas 
where we will be inviting guests to discuss the big 
questions- should we raise the age of entitlement 
from 65 to 67 in the next few decades; what would 
an age friendly Devonport look like; how do you 
make an ‘end of life care plan’; the pros and cons 
of Power of Attorney and a contentious and topical 
issue currently before Parliament - do you support 
changing the Crimes Act to allow assisted suicide 
and euthanasia? I took part in the first of what I 
hope will be many ‘Courageous Conversations’ 
which was very well organised by the local Catholic 
Church at St Leo’s last week, talking about the End 
of Life Choice bill, which I am totally opposed to. 

Being with the people we love when they are dying 
is a deeply personal and emotional experience 
which is why opinions are so deeply divided and 
why this bill is a conscience vote in Parliament. 
Since my father’s death at Mary Potter Hospice in 
the late 90’s, I’ve been involved with palliative care 

as Patron of Hospice NZ and chairing a working 
party on the care of people who are dying. My 
mothers ten year journey with dementia revealed to 
me just how vulnerable older people with reduced 
capacity are and how many don’t have advocates 
or family and friends around them to help in times 
of need. As Minister for Seniors I was very aware 
that with more than 2000 reported cases a year, 
the growing scourge of physical, emotional, 
psychological and financial elder abuse needed to 
be addressed urgently which is why I set up the free 
24/7 phone line 0800 EA NOT OK or 0800 32 668 65.

I’ve just been appointed Deputy Chair of the Justice 
Select Committee which will be reading and hearing 
the opinions of the 28,000 people who felt strongly 
enough about this bill to take the time to make a 
submission. I voted against the Seymour bill at its 
first reading because having read it very carefully, 
in my view there are no genuine safeguards to 
protect the vulnerable, whether they are 18 or 80 
from coercion, abuse and easy access to assisted 
suicide. I wholeheartedly support the position 
taken by the vast majority of health professionals 
who are ethically opposed to killing their patients 
and don’t want this bill passed into law. They are 
asking for better resourced, high quality and more 
readily available palliative care and I agree it’s 
a priority which is why I’ve drafted a Members 
bill I’m taking to Caucus next week. My bill would 
amend the health and disability act to enshrine 
universal access to palliative care with DHBs 
and other entities required to produce and fund 
strategies to provide palliative care and support. 

I’d welcome your views on these difficult issues and 
you can contact me at northshore@parliament.
govt.nz or ring my Takapuna Office on 09 486 0005. 

From your local Devonport based MP for North 
Shore, 
 
Hon Maggie Barry ONZM
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•	 Modern,	multicultural,	co-educational,	non-denominational	
environment	with	traditional	values	

•	 Focus	on	student	well-being	and	developing	future-ready		
global	citizens

•	 Proud	record	of	high	academic	results	and	scholarships	being	
awarded	locally	and	internationally

•	 Vast	range	of	community	service	and	leadership	opportunities

•	 Experiential	learning	through	wide	array	of	trips	and	exchanges

•	 29	different	sports	–	popular	and	niche	sporting	codes

•	 Nationally	acclaimed	performing	arts	programme

•	 National	NCEA	or	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	Diploma	
curriculum	options	for	senior	students

•	 Park-like	grounds	and	state-of-the-art	facilities

•	 Dedicated	bus	service	travelling	20	routes	across	Auckland

Middle and Senior School tours available.   
Visit discoverkristin.school.nz or  
call Marg Cross on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Apply 
now for 

2020.

An environment  
to open minds  
that open doors.
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No reduced speed 
limit for Milford 
shopping centre

A few brows were left furrowed when 
Milford’s main road was left off the list of 
streets getting lowered speed limits in a new 
road safety bylaw.

Auckland Transport (AT) is consulting on 
the proposed bylaw with a view to reducing 
speed limits and improving safety on a 
number of roads, but Kitchener Rd is not 
one of them.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair-
person George Wood was initially shocked 
at the news, given AT staff had presented 
plans to the board to reduce speed limits on 
Kitchener Rd and Devonport’s Victoria Rd.

However, his inquiries suggested this is 
just the first tranche of changes.

Auckland Transport’s speed-management 
programme is a three-year project, according 
to senior media manager Joanna Glasswell.

AT is starting in the areas which present 
the highest risk, including roads with high 
death and serious-injury rates, as well as 
those with large numbers of vulnerable road 
users – those walking, riding bikes and on 

scooters.
Approximately 90 per cent of the roads 

targeted in the proposed safer-speed bylaw 
are rural roads, with the others in the city 
centre and some town centres.

“We [AT] are at the beginning of this pro-
gramme and, while Devonport and Milford 
are not included in this first year for changes, 
we are currently investigating opportunities 
to deliver the programme in these centres 
later on,” Glasswell said.

“Devonport and Milford are both locations 
that can benefit from speed management, 
given the numbers of people walking and 
cycling.”

North Shore councillor Chris Darby said 
reducing speed in a shopping centre like 
Milford involves more than putting up new 
signs. 

The roads and intersections would need to 
be redesigned, which is costly and needed 
to be done well.

AT invites feedback on its bylaw propos-
als at www.at.govt.nz/speed by 31 March.

It is with great sadness to report that 
our Garden Centre will be closing its 
doors for the last time on Sunday 31 
March 2019.

Owing to the increasing traffic con-
gestion that has been created by having 
to unload large delivery trucks on-site, 
we have had to address a new way of 
receiving goods and, with that, comes 
the demise of the Garden Centre.

The success of the Garden Centre 
has only been achieved by all our love-
ly, long-standing and supportive, not to 
mention garden-crazy customers. 

Goodbye and Thank You!

27 Lake Road, devonpoRT

PHONE 
09 445 0095

For Timber: Ph 445 0095                                                                                   For Garden: Ph 445 9419

CLOSING
DOWN

SALE

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

Narrow Neck  3/15 Hanlon Cres

Walk to Narrow Neck Beach!
-  Views of Rangitoto and a peek of the sea
-  Upstairs there are two bedrooms, open 

plan kitchen/dining/living area, and a 
separate sun room

-  Downstairs a very spacious bedroom with 
en-suite with its own separate access if 
required or potential work from home

-  A single garage with workshop or utility  
at the rear

For Sale $997,000
View Saturday & Sunday 10.30 - 11.00am
www.harcourts.co.nz/MJ42223

Mark Prior
M 021 723 157  P 09 486 8224

mark.prior@harcourts.co.nz
Cooper & Co Realestate Ltd

Licensed Agent REAA 2008
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

Superbly located on Takapuna beachfront is this delightful one level apartment. Wide, wide views of the ocean and the beach 

are unobtrusively framed by ancient pohutukawas, allowing for some amount of privacy. Tastefully renovated, the comfortably 

spacious open plan living draws you constantly onto a wide deck and lawn. Two double bedrooms, ensuite, walk in wardrobe 

are unusually roomy. Modern kitchen with butler´s pantry. Another surprise is the amount of storage within the dwelling.  

Double garage detached from the main house. Walking distance to Takapuna central.

TAKAPUNA | 3/31 SANDERS AVENUE
Absolute Beachfront

VIEW | SUN 17 MARCH 11 - 11.45 AM OR BY APPOINTMENT  
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION | PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9761

SHANNON DOELL 021 720 225 
ShannonDoell@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

MARIA TODD 021 743 187
MariaTodd@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008


