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Fun in the sun at Belmont Primary Fair
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Cool as… Opal Edmonds peeks out from a pool roller ball at the Belmont Primary School Fair 
last Saturday.  More pictures, page 7. 

Phil Clark
P 09 446 2125
M 021 940 041

LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

2/175 Victoria Road, Devonport
Central Devonport Unit                  $799,000

A golden opportunity to own a great 2 bedroom home  
very close to Devonport Village. Drenched in sun,  

north-facing deck for entertaining, views of city skyline and Mt 
Victoria. This is a perfect home for young professionals  

or perhaps those looking for a lock-and-leave.

OPen HOMe SunDay 1.00-1.45PM

Real estate Professional

The arrival in Devonport of a Queensland 
fruit fly has set back a groundbreaking local 
scheme to collect and compost takeaway cof-
fee cups and food waste from local businesses.

The Devonport Community Recycling 
Centre has plans to install giant coffee-cup-
shaped bins in Devonport, as part of the 
scheme, but the imposition of a biosecurity 

controlled zone has set the project back by 
a month.

“We have had to suspend the project, 
because of being told by 

Fruit fly in ointment for recycling scheme
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09 445 9800

DEVONPORT
DENTAL

Dr Andrew Steele BDS OTAGO

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION?
Book your appointment now

445 0097
info@devonportdental.co.nz

8 VICTORIA RD

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz
email: office@fleetstpanel.co.nz

Construction of the $1million Bean Rock 
themed playground in Windsor Reserve is 
expected to start in May.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board mem-
bers are seeking an on-site meeting before 
works begin to ensure views from the library 
opposite aren’t compromised.

LOOKING FOR A NEW INTEREST?

LEARN TO PLAY BRIDGE

THE BEST CARD GAME 
IN THE WORLD!

AND ANY AGE CAN PLAY!

BEGINNERS COURSE Starts Tuesday 30 April
Phone Mandy 021 177 3743 or email nshorebridge@gmail.com

NORTH SHORE BRIDGE CLUB
39 Killarney Street, Takapuna • www.nsbc.org.nz

Options for the development of a pump 
track at Woodhall Park will be put to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board in August.

Peter Rabbit will screen at Woodall Park 
on 16 March, as part of Auckland Council’s 
Movies in Parks programme. The free event 
is zero-waste and smoke- and alcohol-free.

Rabbits  
in the park

Bike track  
choices coming

Playground work 
scheduled for May
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Former members of the defunct Devonport 
Bowling Club may have been breaking in 
and using it as a drinking venue, the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board was told at its 
February meeting. 

It appeared former members still had a key,  
said board member Mike Cohen.

Another board member, Mike Sheehy, said 
the drinkers were in fact getting in through a 
broken window. Recently, council staff had been 
“knocking down weeds” and a chain had been 
put over the entrance to the club. 

Sheehy understood the venue had now been 
made secure.

Still bowling up? 
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 Devonport Pet Groomers

short bark  
and sides nz

short bark and sides offers the  
ultimate experience for your pet.
Full groom, bath and blow dry,  
nail trim, pup intro to grooming

Price depends on breed, size and coat.

Please call 
Barbara 

021 141 0331

Find us on face 
short bark and sides nz

Wayne has a way with the birds

As rainbow lorikeets are reported alight-
ing on strangers around Devonport, one 
friendly fellow has taken up residence in 
a local garden. A pair of the parrots turned 
up at Wayne Cameron’s Victoria Rd home, 
between Mozeley Ave and Abbotsford Tce, 
just before Christmas, and one is still there. 

“I have been so interested in him because 
of his free nature and spirit,” Cameron says. 
“It’s wonderful to be in a neighbourhood 
where things like this can happen.” 

The bird has been nicknamed Jonah after 
surviving a journey into the mouth of a 
neighbour’s spaniel. Jonah was left winded 
and went into hiding for a few days, but 
then, to Cameron’s relief, flew back to his 
garden home.

When he first arrived, Jonah played 
around with a plastic lid and splashed joy-
fully in an ice-cream container birdbath.

“That’s what captivated me about him – 
just how much personality he had,” Cameron 
says.

Jonah now lives in Cameron’s shed and 
feasts in the garden’s fruit trees, flying 
around during the day and returning every 
evening.

The birds are listed as a pest by the De-
partment of Conservation (DoC), but can 
be kept as a pet, as long as they are caged.

Cameron understands and endorses DoC’s 
approach, as he has seen rosellas bullying tui 
out of a seeding tree.

However, as an animal lover, he doesn’t 
like cages, and points out Jonah is the size 
of a budgie and obviously a pet.

The lorikeet can say a few words, includ-
ing “Who’s a pretty boy?”.

He greets Cameron with cooing and nuz-
zling, and is an amusing acrobat, hanging 
upside down from branches, or suspending 
himself by his beak.

Nonetheless, while “he’s a wonderful 
addition to our backyard,” Cameron says 
he would be happy for the bird’s owners to 
claim him.

Pretty boy... Jonah the lorikeet, with his host Wayne Cameron
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SHUTTERS :  CURTAINS :  BLINDS

AUTUMN

Offers valid 1st March to 30th March or while stocks last.

LIGHTING, FURNITURE, FABRICS, WALLPAPER

Two major silting incidents have occurred in 
the last six months on the Devonport peninsula, 
polluting bays and sensitive bird-nesting areas.

Sediment flowed into Shoal Bay on Christ-
mas Day 2018 from the Hillary precinct-devel-
opment settlement pond, according to evidence 
presented to the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board by the Bayswater Environment Action 
Coalition last week.

The coalition presented photos of a discharge 
into Northboro Reserve on Christmas Day that 
showed silt running through the reserve to the 
Shoal Bay estuary.

“This was reported to council and the compli-
ance and monitoring team visited on 9 January 
2019,” the coalition said in a report.

“They later recommended a list of changes to 
the surrounds of the sediment pond, including 
the T-bar pipes and removing excess silt from 
the pond.

“The overflow event was unfortunately en-
tirely predictable with the knowledge gained.” 

The group was concerned overflow pipes 
from the sediment ponds had been allowed as 
part of the development.

Ongoing silting was also occurring at Polly’s 
Park/Wakakura Marginal Strip, caused by two 
slips in June 2018.

“It seems unacceptable that basic remediation 
has not occurred during the dry season more than 
eight months later,” coalition member Iain Rea 
told the local board.

“Sediment kills cockle beds, as we 
found at Okura in the late 1990s, when 
two centimetres of clay, washed in by the 
tide, killed cockles in a week.”

Rea said council simply needed to 
be more vigilant and do a proper job 
in enforcing compliance on a proactive 
rather than reactive basis, “which was 
part of the problem”.

Coalition member Graham Pitts said 
a public meeting at Little & Friday cafe 
had been told the silt from the Hillary 
precinct site would be retained on the 
site, but this hadn’t happened.

Board member Mike Sheehy said 
Ngati Whatua (the owners of the Hillary 
Precinct land) were “proactive” and after 
this breach would make sure it did not 
happen again.

The coalition asked the local board 
to investigate whether the pump station 
at Northboro Reserve is adequate and 
properly maintained. 

“A failure at this point in the network 
would be catastrophic for Shoal Bay,” 
Rea said.

The local board has asked council 
officers to report on the compliance 
response on Christmas Day and what 
was happening at the Polly’s Park site. 

The first recorded fledging of three New 
Zealand dotterel chicks on the Ngataringa 
Bay shell bank occurred this summer, along 
with that of two variable-oystercatcher 
chicks.

In Shoal Bay, dotterel and pied stilt nests 
have been recorded, along with a family 
of variable oystercatchers, the Bayswater 
Environment Action Coalition told the De-
vonport-Takapuna Local Board last week.

“Migratory visitors, including the unique, 
endemic and at risk wrybill, the South Island 
pied oystercatcher and banded dotterels, con-
tinue to visit annually, arriving around late 
February, early March from the South Island, 
the coalition’s Philip Moll told the board.

“Our champion of long-distance travel, 
the bar-tailed godwit, that our community 
welcomed in October at Ngataringa Bay, 
will soon be leaving to return to Alaska via 
China to breed,” he said.

The birds are flourishing thanks to baiting 
for pests and educating the public about the 
sensitive environmental areas.

Silt from developments 
pollutes peninsula bays

Dotterels get  
their wings at 

Ngataringa

Limited silting on Dec 5

Silt in stream on Christmas Day 2018
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Devonport’s long-standing garden centre is 
preparing to shut up shop, blaming its neigh-
bours and council landlord.

A year ago, Auckland Council told the 
Devonport Garden Centre and Timber Yard 
owners Taryn and John Headland their business 
could no longer use the neighbouring recycling 
centre, also council-owned, to unload wood 
into its yard. 

“Long story short, for 22 years we have un-
loaded trucks at the back of the timber yard, but 
that was stopped for health and safety reasons,” 
John Headland said.

At that point, they widened their Lake Rd 
entrance, so trucks could load and unload 
timber there.

However, with up to 10 trucks per day 
making deliveries, there is often an issue with 
congestion in the area, which is also used for 
customer parking.

The Headlands have been increasingly afraid 
there could be an accident and have reluctantly 
reached the decision to close the garden centre 
– even though it is a thriving business – to create 
more space for the timber yard.

They will demolish the garden centre to create 
an access way to the timber yard, so trucks can 
safely unload there.

As this edition went to press, there had been a 
flurry of politicians rushing to help the sitution, 
including Councillor Richard Hills,  Devonport 
Local Board members George Wood and Jan 
O’Connor and local MP Maggie Barry. A num-
ber of possible solutions were being explored, 
involving neighbouring council properties, 
but the Headlands were sceptical of anything 
happening quickly. 

Taryn is very disappointed to be closing the 
garden centre, where she has worked with loyal 
staff. “It’s the people we have got to know. 
Everybody knows everybody by first name,” 
she said.

The number of people coming in and express-
ing sadness has been overwhelming, John said.

The Headlands have run the garden centre 

and timber yard for 12 years, after purchasing 
the business from Taryn’s sister. People come 
from all over Auckland for the wide selection 
of plants and knowledgeable staff.

Three garden centre staff will lose their jobs 
with the 31 March close-down: Carol Harrison 
has worked there for 18 years, Sue Beatson for 
15 years and Michele Burney two years.

The managers of the adjacent Devonport 
Community Recycling Centre, Andrew and 
Jane Walters, said they were saddened to hear 
of the closure as they are all about supporting 
the community and local businesses.

However, they had serious safety concerns 
with the large trucks loading and unloading 
from their site.

The trucks arrived throughout the day and 
clogged the recycling centre, even parking on 
the weighing bridge.

Many had unsafe reversing processes, such as 
not using a spotter, and one took out a one-tonne 

bollard, Andrew Walters said.
He was also concerned about the safety of 

fork-lift practices.
He mentioned the issues in monthly health-

and-safety reports to Auckland Council, which 
called a meeting a year ago. Subsequently 
council told the timber yard it would have to 
unload timber on its own property.

Walters said he was keen to help his neigh-
bours find a solution. However, the Health and 
Safety at Work Act 2015 made him legally liable 
for any accidents on the property he managed, 
and he couldn’t take that risk.

The recycling centre has numerous services, 
which means it has more people coming and 
going through the day than the previous business 
owner, which mainly sent waste to landfill.

Walters was prepared to give up a strip of land 
at the back of the site, if it would help create an 
alternative and safe route for trucks that would 
also allow the garden centre to stay open.

Flourishing garden centre set to close

Blooming sad times... Devonport Garden Centre owner Taryn Headland 
(second from left) with staff (from left) Carol Harrison, Michele Burney 
and Sue Beatson.

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

What we can do for you
First home buyers – assist 
with KiwiSaver and source 
more bank debt than buyers 
can
Property investors – some 
non-banks will lend 80% if an 
owner-occupied property is 
included
Commercial property –
finance terms and conditions 
can vary a lot between the 
banks
Construction finance – some 
banks are much easier to deal 
with than others
Reverse mortgage – great 
product for asset-rich cash-flow 
poor elderly property owners

Second mortgages – asset 
lend for short-term needs with 
a defined takeout
Bridging finance – banks 
require an ability to service 
both properties, but some 
lenders don’t
Debt restructuring –
consolidating various store, 
car, and personal loans, IRD 
debt and credit cards
Fixed rate rollovers – regular 
savings of 20 to 30 basis points 
and much more if floating rates
So call us if you want to 
discuss any debt-related issue 
– we are experienced,  free of 
charge and 24/7
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Preparing for End of Financial Year

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099  Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

“We’re here to help your
  business succeed.”
   Let’s meet for a no-obligation  
chat about how we could  
help your business.

If your business has a 31 March 
balance date, then your end of financial 
year is approaching fast. Make sure 
you are prepared by reviewing the  
following:
•  Debtors – are they all recoverable?  

In order to get a tax deduction for bad 
debts, they must be written off before 
balance date.

•  Creditors – make sure you have all 
unpaid invoices to hand and recorded 
into your accounting system.

•  If your business holds stock, carry 
out a stocktake on 31 March.  Stock 
is valued at the lower of cost price 
or net realisable value.  However, if 
your annual turnover is $1,300,000 
or less, and your stock value is rea-
sonably estimated to be less than 
$10,000, then no stocktake is re-
quired.

•  If you have a service business,  
review your work-in-progress at 31 
March to ascertain a value.

•  Fixed Assets.  Review your prior 
year’s asset schedule and note any 
that have been sold or are obsolete.

•  Repairs & Maintenance expendi-
ture is generally 100% tax deducti-
ble. If there is any expenditure of this 
nature, then it may be worthwhile 
doing before 31 March.

•  Low Value Assets.  Generally, minor 
assets that cost less than $500 are 
fully tax deductible in the year they 
are purchased, so now may be a good 
time to purchase that printer or office 
chair you’ve been holding out for.

•  Staff Leave Reports.  If you employ 
staff, make sure you have all leave 
reports from your payroll system.  
Also, remember that IRD’s new 
Payday filing system is active from 
1 April 2019, so make sure you’re 
prepared for this.

If you need assistance with your end-
of-year processes, contact me and I can 
help.

MPI [the Ministry for Primary Industries] we 
couldn’t compost,” recycling centre manager 
Andrew Walters said.

The concern was a compost heap could 
provide an appealing habitat for a tropical 
fruit fly, Walters said. The centre has also 
had to suspend its worm farming.

What’s more, no food or garden waste 
could be collected from Zone A in central De-
vonport, 200 metres from where the pest was 
found in a surveillance trap on 13 February.

MPI also told the recycling centre it should 

not take any garden waste off-site.
It usually takes 20 tonnes, or 60 cubic 

metres, off-site for composting each day.
As of 1 March, the centre had an enormous 

pile of more than 300 cubic metres of garden 
waste to deal with on-site.

Staff member Jacob Milne had the job of 
going through garden waste and removing 
any fruit to be dealt with by MPI.

Meanwhile, Evergreen Fruit and Vege 
store owner Kirandeep Kaur said the Clar-
ence St business had been very quiet.

She was originally advised the shop was 
in Zone A, then told by MPI subsequently 
she was in Zone B, and could sell fruit and 
vegetables freely after all. By then, most 
people thought they couldn’t purchase from 
the shop, which had taken a big hit, she said.

• The Devonport fruit-fly restriction zones 
were to be lifted on 1 March, but have been 
extended for a week as a precautionary 
measure following a third fruit-fly find 
in Northcote.

Garden waste piles up due to fly findFrom page 1

Belmont Primary Fair

At the start line… the Bayswater School team’s (from left to right) 
Rebecca Rose, Jess Mohns and Paegan Barlow get ready to race

Schools battle it out at Belmont Primary School Fair

Bear watching… a mascot cheers 
his team on at the annual Battle 
of the Schools competition held 
at the Belmont Primary School 
Fair on Saturday. The winning 
school was Belmont.
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Three-time Devonport squash champion 
Damon Lord died last month, aged 47, after 
a two-year battle with brain tumours. Damon 
was a hell of a squash player, an elite B1-graded 
athlete who, when in the zone, was almost 
impossible to beat, and pure ballet to watch.  
His funeral was held at Wakatere Boating Club 
overlooking Narrow Neck beach, one of his 
favourite places. 

Damon was in the Devonport Squash Club’s 
World Masters team in 2017, but was too 
sick to play. The team – renamed Damon’s 
Devils – carried on, and Damon was there 
watching as we confounding the seedings and 
won silver. Organisers made sure Damon got 
a medal, and the headline “Devilish result for 

Damon’s Devonport masters” appeared above 
the Flagstaff story. 

The funeral heard about Damon’s talents as 
a software engineer, and his wife Sachiko and 
son Alex were well supported by the community 
and friends, including Alex’s mates from 
Belmont Primary.

It’s a very difficult time for both of them and 
I hope Sachiko’s Givealittle page “Widowed 
Mother Trying to Make Ends Meet” to help 
pay for funeral and medical expenses, is well 
supported. 

The debacle over Lime scooters in Auckland 
has been instructive. The way-too-cool brigade 
on Auckland Council needs to go back to school 
to learn some basics. 

Protection of the public from harm on the 
footpaths should be paramount over the hipster 
posturing alongside a popular product. I’m not 
opposed to Lime scooters per se, but allowing 
them onto city streets without appropriate safety 
standards should never have happened.

The Flagstaff Notes

By Rob 
Drent

 

Discover the Navy Museum 

Free admission 
On site café & playground 
Open 7 days : 10am - 5pm

64 King Edward Parade | Devonport | www.navymuseum.co.nz 

Councillors and officials should be more 
sceptical when being seduced by the glamour 
of association with a multinational company. 
All that glitters is not gold. Sometimes it’s lime.

The social-media presence of local-body 
politicians continues to amp up in election year, 
and is set to play a part in influencing voters in 
the October elections. 

North Shore councillors Richard Hills and 
Chris Darby are active. Surprisingly, one of the 
more frequent local-body posters on Facebook 
this year has been Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board chair George Wood. 

Voters need to be alert to the politicians’ 
spin: what they choose to post and what their 
interpretation might be. A good example is a 
post Wood put up on a board call to investigate 
free public transport. He voted against the 
board resolution and posted the minute from the 
agenda. Grant Gillon’s comments in support of 
the resolution were missing, meaning Facebook 
readers – as usual – got only half the story.
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Last month, it was great to have a couple of 
Devonport locals join us at the talks from tax 
expert Terry Baucher and Universities NZ CEO 
Chris Whelan.
One of the core areas Rotary focuses on is youth. 
As part of this it has a number of programmes, 
including:
•  RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) for ages 

20 to 28
•  MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly) for 

school year 12 and 13 students
•  Challenge Camp for physically disabled youth 

aged 16 to 24
•  International Youth Exchange for ages 16 to 18
•  National Science & Technology Forum for year 

12 students
Devonport Rotary has been working with TGS for 
a number of years to source candidates for the 
National Science & Technology Forum. It is an 
acknowledgement of the quality of the candidates 
that so many TGS applicants get accepted into the 
programme. This programme is for OUTSTANDING 
all-round science, maths and technology students 
and is conducted by Rotary and the tertiary institu-
tions of Auckland. 
By the end of the forum, students have a fuller ap-
preciation of the place of science and technology in 
the wider community. It also provides an opportu-
nity for high-achieving students to spend time with 
similar-minded people, and the experiences gained 
invariably result in overall personal growth and a 
renewed motivation to succeed.
As part of the club programme, we aim to have a 
range of interesting and informative speakers.
Looking ahead for March, the club has the follow-
ing lined up:
•  Business on Toast at Corelli’s with Tourism NZ’s 

Stephen England-Hall on Fri 8th at 7am. This  is 
run in partnership with the Devonport BID.

•  We are visiting the student-led Four Seasons 
Restaurant at AUT on Mon 11th.

•  Local TGS students Charlotte Body and Zoe Mar-
tin talking about attending the Rotary National 
Science & Technology Forum on Mon 18th.

•  Peter Wilson talking to us about Devonport  
Flagstaff business expansion and how he made it 
in Japan in the digital-media space, on March 25.

•  Gull Petroleum - History and plans for Devonport 
on Mon 1st April. 

For more info, contact us at  
info@devonportrotary.co.nz  

or visit www.devonportrotary.co.nz

This month’s column 
was sponsored by 
Andy Bryant, a local 
Devonport resident, 
purveyor of wine  
and our Director  
in charge of  
Youth Programmes.

Double-decker buses for Devonport school 
routes should be considered as a solution to 
overcrowding, says Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board member Jen McKenzie.

McKenzie put the idea to Auckland Trans-
port liason officer Marilyn Nicholls at the 
board’s most recent meeting.

The overcrowding problem is pervasive on 

the Devonport runs to high schools in Takapu-
na, McKenzie said.

Board member Jan O’Connor said wider 
issues existed with bus services, especially 
Auckland Transport’s lack of publicity about 
routes and the ability for passengers to use 
multiple buses within half an hour without 
extra charge.

Double-deckers mooted

Free public transport in Auckland should 
be investigated, the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board has recommended.

Backing a motion put forward by member 
Grant Gillon, the board decided in a split 
vote at its February meeting that Auckland 
Transport should report back on the feasibil-
ity of free access to buses and ferries.

Members Gillon, Mike Cohen, Jan 
O’Connor and Mike Sheehy voted for the 
motion. Board chair George Wood and 
member Jen McKenzie voted against.

Gillon said some people would be 
shocked at the thought of ratepayers pay-
ing in the region of $250 million for free 
public transport, but that amount needed to 
be compared with other spending. The City 
Rail Link budget was blowing out by more 
than half a billion dollars, and other potential 
spends were in the offing: $100 million to 
bail out Eden Park, and $100 million on 
Western Springs.

Another factor in the free-transport de-
bate was that recent fare increases on buses 
were having an impact on patron numbers, 
Gillon said.

“All I want is an investigation to see if it 
[free public transport] is possible or not.”

Board chair George Wood felt free public 
transport was not something ratepayers in 
the area would support.

The $250 millon subsidy was on the low 
side; another $50 million would be added 
for the ferry service, Wood said.

“If it is funded out of rates, it is very 
expensive, especially the Gulf Harbour and 
Pine Harbour runs,” he said.

Wood said he understood Auckland Trans-
port already had reports on the viability of 
free public transport.

O’Connor supported the motion, but felt 
residents should pay something for public 
transport as people didn’t appreciate services 
that were free.

Look at free fares – local board  
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A puzzle: What is the council up to with 
the work around the Devonport supermarket?  

It is interesting, to say the least. Is the huge 
speed hump on Clarence St to challenge 
the drivers of the large service trucks or 
discourage the boy racers?

After this furious flurry, they seem to 
have run out of steam, finance or energy, 
and abandoned the pedestrian crossing at 
Harcourts, leaving a triangle on the road to 
contemplate.     
Alec Hill

We’ve got the hump: 
now what?

Ian Cunningham’s asked for someone to 
explain what light rail will do, that buses do 
not already fulfil (Flagstaff, 22 February). I am 
happy to oblige.

Dominion Rd is one of the busiest bus routes 
in New Zealand. So busy in fact, there isn’t 
enough space on the roads approaching the 
city for the number of buses needed to meet 
the demand and maintain a regular, reliable 
and timely service.

Too many buses are causing bus jams on 
Symonds St. Buses stopped at traffic lights and 
buses stopping to load hold up buses behind, 
causing bunching, which slows journeys and 
affects reliability. 

Traffic-light priority is not possible because 
there are so many buses the lights in the north-
south direction would need to remain green 
all the time.

Auckland Transport has tried to address the 
capacity issue by using double-decker buses. 
However, double deckers have slower loading/
unloading times as people need to climb stairs 

to find seats, further slowing journeys.
The advantage of light rail is it allows fewer 

but larger vehicles to run. Light rail units will 
hold 450 people with fast loading and unload-
ing due to multiple doors. Traffic-light priority 
is possible because the trams have their own 
right of way up the middle of the road and are 
not held up by cars, so the lights can be timed 
to go green as the light rail approaches. Light 
rail will allow a journey time of 12.5 minutes 
for the 5 km journey from Eden Quarter to 
the central city, with close to 100 per cent 
reliability.

This quick, reliable access to the city centre 
will allow the huge tracts of Housing New 
Zealand land in Mt Roskill to become prime 
redevelopment opportunities, helping to ad-
dress the city’s housing crisis. 

Finally, although light rail has a large up-
front cost, it is cheaper to run as it only requires 
one driver for 450 people and runs on electricity, 
not imported, greenhouse-gas-producing diesel.
Chris Werry

Why light rail? Let me count the ways

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz
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I have written to all Auckland councillors 
about the danger Lime scooters pose to 
pedestrians and that one can’t even 
complain to Lime because there is no 
phone number or email address on their 
website.  Clearly the council doesn’t care 
about pedestrians being slammed into 
– they have allowed the scooters back. 

Lime is supposed to report any 
problems to council, but Lime won’t 
even know when pedestrians have been 
endangered or injured.

Police and ACC also don’t care. When 
I phoned them about children sharing 
electric scooters, and going fast on 
footpaths without helmets, neither police 
nor ACC were interested and told me to 
contact Lime – which proved impossible.   
We can expect some accidents on our 
narrow waterfront footpaths. Pedestrians 
will need to constantly look behind them, 
because the scooters are very silent. 
Susan Davis

Lime scooters danger: 
local and national 

authorities don’t care



March 8, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 19 Letters

I call on the Ministry for Primary Industries 
(MPI), Auckland Council members, the 
Department of Conservation (DoC), our MP 
and Mayor Goff to step up or step down.

It’s clear after reading the last Flagstaff 
(22 February) that others like Philip Moll, 
Lyndsay Brock and Tim Merkens are all 
seeing issues of concern to do with our 
environment.

This MPI fruit-fly thing has drawn out 
a rare appearance by Auckland Councillor 
Chris Darby and Mr Goff – I’m not sure 
why. They are actually not helping in any 
meaningful way I’ve heard about so far.

 The biggest ripening fruit sources, giving 
off the greatest amount of fruit-fly-attracting 
gases, are clearly at our biggest fruit retail 
outlets. It’s common sense that MPI would 
place fruit-fly traps at the exits to these places.
But no. The retailers of fruit should support 
the cause and have permanent trap stations 
at their doors. 

The costly search-and-kill campaign is in 
my view poorly organised and somewhat 
stupid.

Mr Moll has pointed out one of my 
concerns of toxic waste in our local bay. I’ve 
eaten the flounder out of Ngataringa Bay, and 
fed my kids the same. I volunteer to have a 
test for PFAs (poly-fluoroalkyl substances) in 
my system, and the guys I saw taking three 
sacks of cockles last year should step up 
too. I hope this toxic waste has not harmed 
my children.

The powers that be won’t call to check me 
out, or all the guys that did the Navy mud 
run, nor will DoC or Forest and Bird bother 
to trap and test the wading birds in the bay. .

Ngataringa Bay is a biohazard zone to 
people, birds and sealife, and it has leaked 
out into the harbour no doubt. 

I call on DoC and Mr Darby to act, and at 
least place hazard-warning signs.

It would be appropriate to name the 
polluters responsible, both for the toxic tip 
waste and the PFAs, and offer a contact for 
concerned people to go and get tested to see 

if they are contaminated and likely to get 
cancer later. 

This is worse than asbestos in our air or 
fecal coliforms on our beaches and in our 
rivers,  whether from sewers or dairy farmers. 
This is worse than the nitrate toxicity in your 
food, milk and now water. And the problem 
is right here in Devonport.

To add to it, we have siltation issues 
further trashing the sea and sealife, caused by  
developers’ slips and erosion at Ngataringa 
Bay, and behind failed seawall reclamations 
at Stanley Bay Bowling Club and other sites.

It’s no wonder the mangroves are taking 
hold in areas that were once sandy seabed.

I guess at least that mud may bury and hide 
the PFAs if it gets deep enough.

We have been promised a rat-free area 
by 2050, but I’m more concerned about the  
real issues today. As I drive or walk by Navy 
areas, or get near the Esmonde Rd on-ramp, 
I see masses of gorse starting to choke our 
natives, all unchecked. It can also be seen 
from Narrow Neck to North Head. And our 
MP is worried about rats.

This whole fiasco is capped off by a 
proposed mass development over our marine 
recreational area at Bayswater. And every 
time I see Takapuna Grammar still under 
wraps, not finished, I know we are paying 
through the nose for that, and no one is 
accountable there either, nor accountable for 
the roading and traffic issues.

I call on the paper to get the PFAs 
report published, and the cost of Takapuna 
Grammar’s rebuild overruns published.

I call on council to get rid of the gorse and 
act on the siltation breaches.

We can call for an inquiry later on how we 
ever got to build a mega commercial block on 
residential-zoned land, and how Bayswater 
was sold for a song. 

The Devonport area has turned out to be a 
hotbed of disasters and negligence. I will stop 
with that short list, but sadly there are other 
serious issues unattended to by our local MP, 
council and co. Ron Dykman 

Fruit flies, gorse and other disasters

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BYPROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

peter.restall@harcourts.co.nz

Peter Restall
021 808 808  •  446 2114  

Serving You First

KIDS ATHLETICS SERIES
Tuesdays, 19 Feb–26 Mar, 4pm–6pm 

Vauxhall Sports Reserve (rugby club grounds) 
Kids aged 5ish to 11ish can have a go at a variety 
of athletic activities for free in a non-competitive 

environment, including high jump, long jump, run-
ning races, agility games and more.    

For more info contact Maria or Carolyn ph:  
445 9533 or maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

DEVONPORT FAMILY FUN TRAIL
Sunday 17 March, 10:30am–1pm 

Register at Windsor Reserve 10:30am-11:30am
Follow a trail to Devonport Museum with activi-
ties about ecology and the environment while 
you explore our special community along the 
way. There will be a sausage sizzle and prize-
giving at the finish!  Event concludes at 1pm.                       
More info at www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

DEVONPORT FAMILY FUN PICNIC
Sunday 24 March 2019, 4pm–6pm 

Windsor Reserve, Devonport
Bring a picnic, your family and invite your neigh-
bours to join us at Devonport’s Windsor Reserve 

to celebrate Neighbours Day! There will be a 
preschool play zone, bouncy castle, face-painting 

and live music to keep us entertained along with a 
sausage sizzle and ice cream for sale. Cost: FREE! 

More info at www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz  

SUMMER FUN  
PRESCHOOL PLAY MORNINgS

Tuesdays (@ Windsor Reserve) & Thursdays  
(@ Bayswater Park) 9:30am–11:00am

A FREE fun time for preschoolers to play with big 
toys, be active and to make new friends. Bring 

your toddler and a coffee and enjoy our beautiful 
parks!  Caregiver supervision is required and 

sessions are weather dependent. For more info, 
contact Carolyn or Maria on ph: 445 9533 or 
email: maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz 

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria Teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

445 9533  |  dportcomm@xtra.co.nz

OUT & ABOUT
with MARIA TEAPE

027 245 3392  c.wetzell@barfoot.co.nz

0800 248 521  i.cunliffe@barfoot.co.nz

Carol Wetzell
Proudly supported by

Ian Cunliffe

Devonport 09 445 2010 | www.barfoot.co.nz

SUMMER FUN PRESCHOOL PLAY 
Tuesdays 9:30-11:00am at Windsor Reserve
Thursdays, 9:30-11:00am at Bayswater Park
A FREE fun time for preschoolers to play with 
big toys, be active and to make new friends. 
Bring your toddler and a coffee and enjoy our 

beautiful parks! For more information,  
contact Carolyn or Maria on ph: 445 9533.

COMMUNITY NETWORK MEETING
Thursday 12th November 10am - 12 noon

Devonport Yacht Club, 25 King Edward Parade
A quarterly meeting to promote networking 

among residents and local community groups.  
Meet new Community Constable Jasmine Bundle.
Hear from Auckland Council about the new dog 
and alcohol by-laws plus about changes to the 
Inorganic Collection programme, and from Cliff 

Heywood of the Navy Museum about their latest 
projects. All welcome and morning tea provided. 

Contact Maria on phone: 445 9533 or email: 
maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PLUNKET SPRING FAMILY FUNDRAISER
Sunday 22nd November, 10am on

Plunket Rooms, 1/3 Wairoa Rd, Devonport
Fun for all the family with a bouncy castle, 
dance instructor, facepainting, games, live 

music, bbq, raffles, coffee van, icecream, baked 
goodies and more!  Visit https://www.facebook.
com/PlunketDevonportTakapuna/ for more info.

WELCOME TO DEVONPORT 
Friday 27th November, 10:30am

Corelli’s Café, 46 Victoria Rd, Devonport
New to Devonport or interested in meeting 

others from your community? You are warmly 
invited to Welcome to Devonport to find out 
more about what’s on and meet some new 

faces. Contact Rebecca ph: 445 3068 or Maria 
ph: 445 9533.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS,  
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email us  

at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

The Devonport group that acts as a watch-
dog on Tupuna Maunga Authority (TMA) 
actions on Takarunga / Mt Victoria met with 
the authority last Monday seeking more de-
tail on the TMA’s  2019/20 Operational Plan.

In three submissions put forward by Cam 
Calder, Ian Free and Geoff Chapple, the 
group sought more detail on whether:

 • The $500,000 allocated for  ‘repur-
posing’ or ‘removing’ redundant  parking 
on Takarunga/Mt Victoria was in fact the 
removal of the summit car park.

• The city-wide $2.2 million budget to re-
move unwanted ‘vegetation’ from the city’s 
maunga, included plans for removing the 
non-native oak trees on Takarunga.

• The $880,000 allowance over two years 

for writing individual management plans 
for Auckland’s maunga would result in an 
individual  management plan for Takarunga 
that allowed for public comment.

The group challenged the TMA’s be-
lief that it could ban most vehicles from 
Takarunga, and take out the summit car park, 
without first going through an individual 
management plan process, as defined by the 
Reserves Act 1977, which specified formal 
public input into such proposals.

“As soon as we get written answers to 
our questions, we’ll make sure Devonport  
people are informed,” said group spokesman 
Chapple. “People might then want to make 
submissions on the 2019/20 Operational 
Plan.”

Answers sought from Maunga Authority
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Sally Garrett is competing in the demanding Round New Zealand yacht race. She spoke to Helen 
Vause about her lifelong love of sailing and the sea – which makes the challenges of 30-knot winds 
and horrendous weather worth the months of training and preparation.

High seas and magical skies all part of Sally’s adventure

Lifelong yachtie... Sally Garrett first sailed the Hauraki Gulf as a baby 

Salty air and sea breezes have always been 
a part of life for Sally Garrett. Her parents, 
Michael and Janet, had been building their 
28-foot yacht on the front lawn at their home 
in St Aubyn St before baby Sally arrived in 
the mid-70s. By the time she was five months 
old, she was out on the Hauraki Gulf with her 
mother and father. 

And when the family yacht was up on the 
hard for winter maintenance on the waterfront, 
Garrett junior would often be hanging out at the 
yacht club, waist-high to most of the members. 

It was always going to be a seafaring life as 
she grew up and progressed through the local 
schools. On the way, she honed her sailing skills 
at Wakatere Boating Club, where she raced 
Starlings and Sunbursts. 

Garrett’s family history in Devonport 
stretches back. Her mother’s parents, the 
Speights, owned Slope Cottage in Kerr St, and 
her grandmother, Margaret Speights, was a 
foundation pupil at Takapuna Grammar School.

For much of Garrett’s life there’s been a 
special boating event in her sights – racing 
here and overseas has included international 
match racing, victories in Flying 15-class 
events, and endless adventures in keel boats 
large and small. 

Her experience has equipped her well to 
take on challenging short-handed events such 
as the Round New Zealand race that sailed out 
of Auckland on 16 February.  

Garrett is one of the two-handed crew with 
Rob Croft on board his Farr 38, Expedition 
Coppelia. The fleet is now on the way home 
to Auckland on the last leg of the race.

Garrett has been on many of the Coastal 
Classic races from Auckland to the Bay of 
Islands, and in two Round North Island races. 
She sailed with Croft in the last Round New 
Zealand in 2012. In that race, she fell over in 
appalling weather and cracked her skull. 

Amongst sailing people, the Round New 
Zealand two-handed race is considered 
to be this country’s toughest challenge in 

yacht racing. Heading up the east coast from 
Auckland, the first leg is to Mangonui. From 
there, it is up around the top of the North Island 
and down past Taranaki and the West Coast to 
Stewart Island, on the long second leg. The third 
leg is up the east coast to Napier, and the fourth 
is home to Auckland.

Even to a landlubber it’s apparent an awful lot 
can – and does – happen on the way.  Whatever 
the weather, wherever the winds may take them, 
the boats have to get around all those legendary 
capes – North Cape, Cape Reinga, Egmont, 
Foulwind, Kidnappers and Runaway to mention 
just some of them. 

And not least, on the way south to Stewart 
Island (and closer to those scary Southern 
Ocean elements), there is Puysegur Point in the 
country’s far south-west to be navigated. That’s 
the place with a gale warning 300 days of the 
year.  Along with the howling winds, a sailor 
can expect steep seas and raging currents – and 
that’s if conditions are easy.  

 Those who cheerfully take all that on put 
themselves among the ranks of crazy challenge-
seekers, and typically they come from the cream 
of the weekend warriors on yachts of various 
shapes and sizes.

 Between them, Garrett and Croft have huge 
experience and a great track record in these 
rugged endurance races. 

After months of preparation, Garrett says they 
were a bit better prepared this year than they 
were in 2012. On that long leg down the wild 
West Coast, there’s nowhere to hide when things 
get rough – like they did in 2012.  

Looking back, it was terrible, Garrett says. 

She and Croft struck winds of 70 to 90 knots, 
and waves larger than 14 metres. 

An awful lot of lunchtimes at the gym have 
hopefully given Garrett the strength and fitness 
to see her through this year’s challenges.

“You can be sitting around for ages doing 
nothing when you are sailing, and suddenly all 
hell breaks lose and you need all the strength, 
speed and skill you can muster, ” she says. 

It turned out they didn’t hit quite such rough 
seas this time sailing the West Coast stretch, 
but on one day, when the winds started to 
come up and crews were wondering what was 
was going to hit them, Rob Croft wrote in their 
regular blog:

 “…. another front with rain in the early hours 
of the 22nd, where Sally was on deck in the 
pouring rain and 30 knots…”

To tackle the event you need to be on top of 
your game in many different ways, says Garrett.  
As well as skill, experience, a great boat and all 
those meals packed away, she and Croft had an 
extra tool in their racing kit. They’d invested in 
a psychologist. 

“We took that step because we wanted to 
really sharpen up our communication skills. 
After all, we’d turned over every other stone in 
our preparations so why not lift this aspect of 
our game too and make sure we could get that 
interaction really working well.  

“These races are so much a mind game for 
the sailors and making really good decisions 
together is very important. When you get very 
very tired, communications and decision-
making are the things that can quickly go 
wrong.” says Garrett. 

OFFICE SHARE
Air con + Fibre 

Devonport centre
• Welcoming
• Convenient 

Dedicated desk
$100+gst per week 

Please contact Mickey
ph 021 664 020

TO RENT



March 8, 2019 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 21 

Tired is an understatement. Like the other 
crews, Garrett and Croft run on a system of two 
hours off and two hours on. And if it’s rough 
when you are off, you’re down below trying to 
get a bit of kip wearing full wet-weather gear, 
ready to leap into action. 

The constant fatigue has to be coped with.  
The crew check in with each other daily on their 
‘fatigue scale’ and if both agree one is too tired 
to be useful or sensible then that person may go 
below for a bit of extra sleep. On average, in the 
two hours off, they’d actually sleep for about 45 
minutes. Nights are brutally cold, says Garrett, 
and hot water bottles essential. 

Nature and the elements aside, there can be 
unexpected challenges. In the south around 
Fiordland, there’s not much traffic on the seas, 
and some vessels don’t show lights, creating a 
possibility of collision for the yachties racing 
through.  

“One night down there in the last race, we 
could smell this awful smell in the air, like rotten 
fish. And then, suddenly, there was a fishing 
boat in our view. There were people on board 
but no lights.”

So there are downsides in this big adventure, 
but Garrett describes some of the upsides 

“It’s magic out there. The night sky, the 
dawns, the sunsets, the wildlife. We’ve seen 
the humpbacks off Kaikoura and we’ve had 
albatross land on the boat.” 

On the eve of this race, there was only one 
misgiving she was prepared to voice. She 
wondered if she would really enjoy the journey, 
because she had taken leave from work and the 
trip is her annual holiday. It was a sacrifice too 

for her partner, Neil Easton, who would be flying 
in to meet her at each stop. 

At home, Garrett is an environmental scientist 
employed by the Defence Technology Agency 
at the Navy base in Devonport. 

Her specialisation is in Southern Ocean 
waves, and recently she led the installation of 
a measuring device on Campbell Island. The 
subsequent recording of a giant 23.8-metre 

wave last year made the record books for the 
largest recorded in the Southern Hemisphere,  
and attracted worldwide media interest.

Garrett’s advanced understanding of weather 
has been an asset on Expedition Coppelia, not 
to mention the reassurance it brings. 

“I’m big on getting as much information as 
possible.  You can get a lot of wisdom from it and 
that can be important for both speed and safety.”

 
 

On a good day... Sally Garrett and Rob Croft have faced much more 
testing conditions than these aboard Expedition Coppelia 
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9 Preston Ave, Belmont

NOW OPEN
AND TAKING 

ENROLMENTS
Open from 7.30am to 6.00pm

For enquiries: 
09 966 1005 

belmont@thelearningspace.co.nz
www.thelearningspace.co.nz

Devonport’s main street has been left off the 
list of streets getting lower speed limits in a new 
Auckland road-safety by-law, raising eyebrows 
amongst local body politicians.

Auckland Transport (AT) is consulting on 
the proposed by-law with a view to reducing 
speed limits and improving safety on a number 
of roads, but Victoria Rd is not one of them.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair 
George Wood was initially shocked at the 
news, given AT staff had presented to the board 
on plans to reduce speed limits on Victoria Rd, 
south of Calliope Rd, as well as Kitchener Rd 
in Milford.

However, his enquiries suggested there will 
be further changes, with more streets included.

AT’s speed-management programme is a 
three-year project, according to senior media 
manager Joanna Glasswell.

AT is starting in the areas that present the 
highest risk, including roads with high-death and 
serious-injury rates, as well as those with large 
numbers of vulnerable road users – pedestrains, 
cyclists and those on scooters.

Approximately 90 per cent of the roads 
targeted in the proposed safer-speed by-law are 
rural, with the others in the city centre and some 
town centres.

“We [AT] are at the beginning of this pro-
gramme and, while Devonport and Milford are 
not included in this first year for changes, we are 

currently investigating opportunities to deliver 
the programme in these centres later on.

“Devonport and Milford are both locations 
that can benefit from speed management, given 
the numbers of people walking and cycling.”

North Shore councillor Chris Darby said 
reducing speed in a shopping centre like Devon-
port involves more than putting up new signs. 

The roads and intersections would need to be 
redesigned, which is costly.

AT would like people to provide feedback on 
its by-law proposals at www.at.govt.nz/speed 
by 31 March.

No speed reductions 
for Devonport village 

2 Titoki Street, Parnell

Open Day
Years 1–13

Saturday 9 March
10.30am–2.30pm

0800 222 877
parnellcollege.acgedu.com

Devonport 
Chocolates first 

off the block
Devonport Chocolates led a national 

recall  recently of dark chocolate 
containing an imported ingredient that 
sparked an anaphylactic reaction in a 
person with a milk allergy.

While the affected person hadn’t been 
consuming a Devonport Chocolates’ 
product, the company acted quickly after 
it heard from the Ministry for Primary 
Industries (MPI) on 15 February. 

The recall was only necessary for 
customers who were allergic to dairy or 
at risk of an anaphylactic reaction.
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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barfoot.co.nz

OPEN HOME

FOR SALE
By Negotiation

VIEWING
Sunday 3.00 - 4.00pm
www.barfoot.co.nz/770957

Aaron Reid 
021 119 1926
a.reid@barfoot.co.nz
Devonport 09 445 2010

Leila & David MacDonald
021 928 926 / 021 650 901
l.macdonald@barfoot.co.nz
Remuera 09 524 0149

WONDER BY THE WATER
•	Jaw-dropping	waterfront	residence,	renovated	to	absolute	perfection
•	270-degree	panoramic	harbour,	city	and	shore	views
•	 	Entertain	with	front	row,	centre	stage	seats	for	spectacular	close-up	views	of	
Auckland’s	vibrant	harbour

•	 	Nearly	1/2	acre	of	premium	north-facing	grounds	with	subdividable	 
potential

•	 	10-minute	ferry	ride	to	Auckland’s	CBD	major	transport	&	school	links
•	Devonport	village	and	iconic	Cheltenham	beach	are	a	few	minutes	away
Make	your	move	now!
Need	to	know	more,	contact	Leila	or	Aaron	today!

D E V O N P O R T
55 STANLEY POINT ROAD
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Friends of Vic 

Not-so-smooth move brings down verandah
One homeowner’s shift was far from plain 

sailing when a Smooth Mover van clipped a 
verandah and brought a Victoria Rd canopy 
crashing down.

The furniture removal van brought down 
heavy wooden beams when it hit the awn-
ing of baby-products store My Room at the 
corner of Victoria Rd and Rattray St at about 
1pm on 21 February. 

The fire service attended and closed the 
footpath until council officers arrived. 

“The fortunate thing is no one was walk-
ing past,” Devonport station officer Harry 
Turner says. 

Auckland Council closed the building. The 
shop had to suspend business until repairs 
were made.

It was the fourth such accident in the past 
couple of years, said one of the building’s 
owners, Jeremy Dillon. “It was extremely 
fortunate that someone wasn’t seriously 
injured. Obviously, there’s an issue with the 
camber of the road.”

He said the risk increased with the height 
of a vehicle, tipping it towards the verandah.

The building is scheduled in the Auckland 
Unitary Plan as a Category B historic heritage 
place, and is also identified as a character-de-
fining building in the Devonport Business 
Special Character Overlay.

The owners are working with their insur-

ance company to see whether it is possible to 
rebuild the canopy, with the corner set back, 
in order to prevent further crashes.

Dillon has asked an engineer to prepare a 
report on the camber of the road, to inform 

him as to what the issue is.
An Auckland Council spokesperson encour-

aged the owners to get in touch with resource 
consent and heritage teams to discuss next 
steps.

Timber... There was a commotion on Victoria Rd when a furniture 
van took down the canopy outside My Room

HAVEHAVEHAVE
your

 

Visit akhaveyoursay.nz to find out more  
and tell us what you think.

19
-P

RO
-1

45
2_

LC

LAST CHANCE TO HAVE YOUR SAY  
ON OUR PROPOSED ANNUAL 
BUDGET 2019/2020.
You’ll also be able to contribute to a discussion  
around how we manage water in our region.

As Auckland continues to grow and change,  
we need to look after the waters that sustain us.  
Help us shape the issues we need to focus on.

• Annual Budget and Amendment to the  
10-Year Budget (2018-2028) Consultation  
closes 17 March 2019

• Our Water Future Consultation closes  
19 April 2019
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Early Childhood Centre
Hall of Early Childhood Education 

Excellence Award 2016, 2017 & 2018
www.myece.org.nz

27a Summer St, Stanley Bay
09 445 2288

sib.devonport@gmail.com
www.smallisbeautiful.co.nz

9 - 1pm   •   9 - 3pm

Two groups with ties to Devonport are among 
those fighting council plans for two mooring 
‘dolphins’ to extend Queens Wharf in order to 
berth large cruise ships.

The concrete extensions would be built 49m 
and 82m out from Queens Wharf to provide 
for cruise ships longer than 330m. Increasingly 
larger ships, up to 362m long, are visiting 
Auckland.

These currently berth at Princes Wharf, which 
Auckland Council development arm Panuku 
says isn’t set up well enough for international 
visitors.

In fact, the council’s preference is to develop 
the adjacent Captain Cook Wharf for longer 
cruise ships. But this is still 10 to 15 years away, 
Panuku project manager John Smith said.

Panuku has applied for a resource consent 
on the basis the extension would boost the 
$200 million the cruise ship visits generate in 
Auckland and sustain the 3000 jobs the cruise 
industry adds to the local economy, Smith said.

Devonport Heritage’s arguments against the 
plan include the predicted negative impact on 
ferry services and the loss of a treasured view 
from downtown Auckland towards Takarunga/ 
Mt Victoria and Maungauika/North Head, with 
Rangitoto looming between the two cones.

“I think we can say this truly is an iconic 
Auckland view, one that has symbolised 
Auckland’s relationship with its inner harbour 
and the Devonport peninsula for nearly 180 
years,” Devonport Heritage’s Margot McRae 
said in a submission to the resource consent 
hearing panel.

If the project is approved, the view and 
the public’s use of Queens Wharf would be 
sacrificed, simply to make it easier for cruise 
passengers to get on and off their ships, McRae 
said.

The proposal ignores the fact Queens Wharf 
was opened up to enable Aucklanders to access 
this stupendous view, she said.

Another important consideration is the impact 
on ferry services, with Fullers predicting a 
reduction in services and more delays, with the 
Devonport ferries especially affected.

According to Fullers, 1.8 million passengers 
per year use the Devonport ferry. McRae asked 

In fact, Stout argued, the proposed mooring 
dolphins could be installed on Captain Cook 
wharf, which would increase the city’s capacity 
for cruise ships, as smaller ones could continue 
to berth at Queens Wharf.

The then Auckland Regional Council and 
the government purchased Queens Wharf a 
decade ago from Ports of Auckland as a place 
for people, shared with ferries and cruise ships. 

Queens Wharf has not yet been developed as 
was intended to become a place for large crowds 
to gather and to show off the city, Stout said. 
Now a stop-gap measure was threatening such 
development, and ratepayers were being asked 
to foot the bill for up to 15 years.

• A Stop Stealing our Harbour protest will 
be held on 10 March at Queens Wharf, 3 pm.

the panel to consider the economic impact of 
a reduced service, given how many of those 
people use ferries to commute.

Auckland council was ignoring its own goals 
of getting more people off the roads and into 
public transport. If the ferry service became 
less reliable, it would condemn more Devonport 
and North Shore residents to rely on Lake Rd, 
one of the most congested roads in Auckland, 
McRae said.

Devonport Heritage sees the need to extend 
the wharf as a signal it is time to move the port.

Devonport resident and chair of watchdog 
group Urban Auckland, Julie Stout, also 
made a submission opposing the wharf 
extension, arguing large cruise ships should be 
accommodated in the nearby port area.

When the Auckland Unitary Plan was 
developed, Ports of Auckland obtained 
provisions in it to allow for bigger cruise ships 
to be catered for.

The council’s intention, as stated in its Central 
Wharves Strategy, was to extend Captain Cook 
wharf, next to Queens Wharf.

Devonport locals lead fight to harpoon ‘dolphins’

Port company wants to dredge harbour
Ports of Auckland is planning to deepen the 

Waitemata Harbour shipping channel by two 
metres to allow bigger ships into the city.

Later this year, it will apply to Auckland 
Council to increase the depth of the shipping 
channel from a minimum of  12.5m to 14.5m 
at low tide. It means container ships 360m long 
can get into Auckland docks compared to the 
current maximum of 320m.

“Auckland’s population is growing fast, with 
a million more people expected to live here by 
2050,” the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
was told in a ports presentation last week.

“All those extra people means more demand 
for the many products we all buy from overseas.

“That means more containerised imports, 
and because of economies of scale, bigger 
ships,” the presentation said.

Currently, the largest container ships the 
port can handle carry 5000 20-foot containers. 

“In the next three to five years, we’re ex-
pecting to see ships that carry up to 11,000 
[containers].” 

The channel seabed is mostly soft material 
that can be removed by a digger. No blasting 
would be needed.

Maunga view... a 1905 photograph looking across the harbour towards 
Devonport 
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

OEL
EST1971

OGDEN ELECTRICAL LTD

ogden electrical ltd

phone 0274 937380

Call Carl  
for all your  

electrical needs
0274 937380
or 445 7528 

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Get the door you really want, in the 
colour and finish of your choice. 

Free measure and quote. 
10 year guarantee

Phone 09 444 8696
sales@homeplusdesign.co.nz

Visit our showroom
85 Ellice Rd, Wairau Valley, Auckland

Hours: 8 - 4 weekday
www.homeplus.co.nz

Wardrobe & 
Interior Doors

Melteca    MIrror   Glass

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

RENE GARDENING

• HEDGE TRIMMING •
• WATER BLASTING •

• WEEDING • PRUNING •
MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

•  Solid Plastering
•  Block-work
•  Fireplaces
•  Gib-stopping
•  Small or Large Jobs

Phone Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592  zipzap@ihug.co.nz

Ph Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters
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DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.
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Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
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Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898

NORTH HARBOUR
CONCRETE
Specialist in all 

aspects of concrete. 
Small diggers and Bobcat 

(for tight excavation work). 

For free quotes and advice 
Phone Alan Michie
0274 957 505

• Brick work
• Block work
• Paving
• Cobble driveways
• Paved Patios 
• Repair work
No job too small!

Villa Masonry Ltd

Ph 09 551 3171
021 465 460

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

Residential & Commercial 
Electrician 

Maintenance 
New Installation 

Contact Byron Knight
022 065 6202

knightlightelectrical@gmail.com

“ Do it once, 
Do it right”
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ACCOMMODATION

Belmont Garden Studio:  1 
room self-contained cottage 
available 4 months 28 Nov-31 
March. Laundry and garden 
space shared with other 
residents. Suit academic or 
young career person. $400 pw. 
Phone Jennifer 021 145 9042 or 
email jenniferh999@gmail.com.
Cheltenham Beach Studio.  
Stunning studio with new fit-out 
only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full 
bath, fully furnished Devon-
port house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com. 
Ph: 445 7895.
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
C h e l t e n h a m ,  a b s o l u t e 
beachfront .  One double 
and two singles, shady set-
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
House-Sitting. Local fami-
ly looking for a house-sitting 
opportunity during March/
April/May while our house 
is being renovated. We’re 
happy to look after pets/gar-
den/maintenance etc. Please 
contact Miranda via miran-
da.engstrom@gmail.com or  
027 552 8804. 
Mature, honest and reliable 
woman available for long term 
housesitting. Experienced home 
manager, who will keep house 
well maintained and secure. 
Pet care of all ages a speciality. 
Excellent references available. 
Call Tessa on 021 167 9949
Stunning Cheltenham Beach 
Cottage, metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-term 
holiday accommodation. Beau-
tifully refurbished, one bedroom, 
self-contained cottage with 
a private garden. Phone Re-
bekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com.

REST HOMES

Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with dignity 
in a friendly, family atmosphere. 
Phone Shona, 445 2518.
Komatua Care Centre – We 
care for older people who have 
memory loss and behavioural 
difficulties. Professional care 
is given in a nurturing envi-
ronment. For all enquiries -  
phone 445 1707.
Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, holis-
tic care. Soul food and good peo-
ple. Call Sharon Byron-McKay: 
445-0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 

A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on 022 
073 1550. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Amazing home cleaning in-
cluding windows. 15 years’ ex-
perience. References available 
phone 027 492 6220.
Concrete-laying specialist. 
Shadbolt Concrete. Broom, 
Exposed and trowel finishes. 
Free quote call Ben Shadbolt 
022 102 5700.
Curtains & Roman Blinds  
Free measure, quote and design 
advice. 20 years’ experience.  
Phone Sara  027 625 5844. 
Custom-Made Lampshades 
An easy & effective way to up-
date your interior decor!20yrs+ 
local known business serving 
commercial & residential cus-
tomers, specialising in new cre-
ations or reviving old favourites 
& vintage. Free quote & design 
advice.Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.com, 
www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport  uphols tery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques and 
contemporary styles. Recycling 
furniture for 36 years. John 
Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Dog grooming available. 
Full groom, bath and blow 
dry, puppy introduction to 
grooming. Devonport-based.  
Call Barbara 021 141 0331.
Gardener Available Qual-
ified and experienced land-
scape designer. Enjoys getting 
his hands dirty. Good plant 
knowledge. Hard-working, 
reliable and creative with 
plantings. Contact Paddy 
022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gardening. Do you need regular 
help? No time for a tidy-up? Let 
me help. Experienced gardener. 
Ph Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Gutter Guards / Gutter 
Cleaning LeafScreen Gutter 
Pro tec t ion ,  Compet i t ive 
Rates, Flagstaff discount. 
info@leafscreen.co.nz, 0800 
LEAFLESS (53 23 53)
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
House plans, renovations, al-
terations, and sketch designs. 
30 years experience in heritage 
area. First hours consultation 
free. Call Donn 021 273 9739.
Housekeeper. Home clean-
ing, including windows. Ex-
perienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.

Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle 
Plus on 09-488-7279 or 027-
245-6264. Or you can email me 
on chris@lifestyleplusltd.nz. 
References available.
Locksmith,  Devonport’s 
o w n  S c o t t  R i c h a r d s o n .  
Mob 021 976 607.

SERVICES OFFERED 

mint. HOME CLEANING 
Our local mint. couple are ready 
to deliver 5-star cleaning ser-
vices in your home weekly 
or fortnightly. Or for spring, 
moving or open homes. Call Pat 
for a FREE quote 09 415 0028. 
Painting. Prompt quotes, work-
manship guarantee, premium 
products. Water blasting and 
house washing available. Phone 
Techno Classica 021 0233 6518.
Painting and decorating 
reasonable rates. Ph Bernard 
445 8816  or  021 0255 5456
Rotten wooden joinery etc re-
paired by craftsman builders us-
ing marine glues and fillers and 
treated timber. Call Duane on  
027 488 5478.
Section services. Trees: pruned, 
removed.  Hedges: trimmed, 
reduced.  Section clean-ups. Ph 
Dom 027 222 1223.
Shadbolt Concrete. Local 
Concrete layer. Small job 
specialist. Exposed, broom 
and trowel finishes. Call Ben 
Shadbolt on 022 102 5700.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.

SITUATIONS VACANT

German tutor in the Devonport/
Takapuna area required for two 
students who would like to im-
prove their very basic German 
language skills. Ph 021 142 7096.
Soulsprite in Devonport village 
is searching for preferably local 
tutors for 2019. Part-time kids 
healthy cooking tutor, holiday 
programme manager, dance 
teachers, fitness instructors. 
Please email expressions of 
interest to kate@soulsprite.co.nz
Manager Needed Annah S 
Devonport. Be a part of a team 
and work for a company that is 
creating life-changing clothes. 
Work in our new collaborative 
Devonport store and take 
ownership of your remuneration 
with our great bonus structure.
Sole Charge – Up to 34 hours 
per week. Email Tanya@
strettonclothing.co.nz to find 
out more. Must love our frocks!

TUITION

Art Classes @ D’Port Commu-
nity house: Wednesday night, life 
drawing; Friday morning, mas-
tering art. Ph Lucy Bucknall –  
446 0389. 
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272. 

TUITION 

Learn piano/keyboard. Les-
sons from $19.00. Private, 
Professional, Affordable, En-
joyment for all ages. Competi-
tions, Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Mathematics Tuition Available 
for years 9 to 13 by a retired 
maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
Maths and physics tutor-
ing for secondary school 
students. From an experi-
enced university student.  
George: 021 063 5149.
NCEA Maths Exam special-
ist. 100% Student pass rate in 
2018 for all my  level 1 and 3 
students. Please ph Peter  
021 0817 5037.
Piano Lessons. Piano & music 
theory tuition from classically 
trained pianist. Devonport-based 
and can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Primary Tutor Maths, English, 
Health & Wellbeing and Drama 
for 5-11-year-olds.  School 
prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com for 
further details. 027 410 6871 
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com

TUITION 

Sewing Classes Learn the sew-
ing essentials through working 
on fun, creative projects. Classes 
to suit a range of ages and 
abilities. Get in touch: hello@
exhibit12.com or contact Ka-
tie 021 124 2589.SLSS Swim 
School, 11 Evan Street, Belmont 
(off Eversleigh Road). Spe-
cialists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.
Speech, Singing and Elocution 
lessons. Speak with clarity  and 
confidence. Specialist skills 
include: Vocal Clarity, Accent /
work/reduction, Singing lessons 
(Opera, Musical Theatre, Jazz), 
Public speaking, Trinity college 
exam prep. Education: Qualified 
teacher, Dance and Drama, 
U. Of Auck, Masters in voice, 
Central School of Speech and 
Drama (Voice), Masters in 
Opera Singing, Goldsmiths 
University (U of London), BFA 
Theatre Perf, Concordia U.  
S h o n a  0 2 1  0 5 9 6  2 9 2 , 
healthandvoice@gmail.com.

WANTED

Wanted trucks, vans, utes,  
4x4, motorhomes and machinery 
0800 333 398.

Classifieds

Real Estate
buying, selling, renting

www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz
Licensed Agent, REAA COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORT

ENROLMENTS TERM 2 2019
Enrolment at the school is 
governed by an enrolment scheme, 
details of which are available from 
the school office.
Applications for 15 out-of-zone 
places in year 1, 0 in year 2, 2 in 
year 3, 2 in year 4, 2 in year 5 and 2 
in year 6 are now being invited for 
those students who will become 
eligible for enrolment during the 
period 29 April to 2 July 2019.
The deadline for receipt of 
applications for out-of-zone places 
is 29 April 2019.
If a ballot for out-of-zone places is 
required, it will be held on 29 April 
2019. Parents will be informed of 
the outcome of the ballot within 
three school days of the ballot 
being held.
If you live in the home zone 
and have not yet signalled your 
intention to enrol your child later 
this year, please contact the school 
immediately to assist  
us to plan appropriately.

GET CASH
FOR YOUR 

UNWANTED VEHICLE
We buy all vehicles  

– used, mechanically damaged, old.
ANY CONDITION, NO REGO, 

NO WOF... NO PROBLEM

Cars, Vans, 4WD, Utes, Trucks
CARS WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE

*Same Day Pick Up + Free Removal

Call 0800 505 099 or txt 021 293 9342

0800 505 099

TOP DOLLAR PAID
INSTANT CASH

*CONDITIONS APPLY

Masonic Cricket Club
50th Anniversary
24th March from 10am 

North Shore Rugby grounds
Anniversary party is open to all 

present and ex-members
Non-members also welcome 

Family atmosphere
Apply via the club or phone 

Steve Sweetman 021 650 561
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            IGNITE 
SOHO QUARTER LANEWAY TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND  Assessment of Environmental Effects  03.07.2018        

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE
Contact Scott on  

021 976 607 
445 3064 

72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Professional Services

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763

A6 POSTCARD PROOF













































































Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FrEE vEnUE HIrE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend appliesLIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
THE NUkES – 12.30Pm 
The nukes are far more than a ukulele band. Part vaudeville, part rat-
pack, part musical car crash, this talented trio deliver an engaging mix  
of humour and originality that audiences of all ages will love.
Tickets $20 Adults, $10 kids (Under 13)

THE VIC FUN FLASHBACkS: 
AIRPLANE! (AkA FLyINg HIgH) (1980) – 8.00Pm 
The original 1980 comedy will be screening at The vic as part of The vic 
Fun Flashbacks series presented by Mid Life Movie Crisis! 
Tickets general admission.

ISAIAH B BRUNT TRIO – 8.00Pm 
The show consists of enthralling acoustic renditions and electric  
versions of those recordings, including some very unique arrange-
ments of some well-known standards and new original material.  
Tickets $22 

NEW mOVIES RELEASE

CAPTAIN mARVEL (tba) 128 min  7 MAr
THE PRICE OF EVERyTHINg (E) 99 min 7 MAr
IF BEALE STREET COULd TALk (tba) 119 min  14 MAr
dESTROyER (r16) 121 min 14 MAr
HOTEL mUmBAI (r16) 124 min  14 MAr
OLdER THAN IRELANd (M) 82 min 14 MAr
dAFFOdILS (M) 94 min  21 MAr
FIgHTINg WITH my FAmILy (M) 108 min 21 MAr

SAT 9
MAR

THU 28
MAR

MON 11
MAR
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22 Allenby Avenue Devonport
Here’s a Devonport house with all the period elegance and original features you 
could ever want, and it’s been immaculately renovated. With a sweeping verandah 
at the front and a large deck at the back, polished floors, leadlights, ornate ceilings 
and open fires, this home is filled with charm. 
Just a few minutes from Devonport village and the city ferry, and close to Cheltenham 
beach, this home is well located for both city and beach living. It has heaps of space 
for any family to enjoy - four bedrooms and two modernised bathrooms including 
the superb master ensuite, and a magnificent lounge to relax in. 
Then there’s the large modern kitchen/second living overlooking the flat north-
facing rear garden with a large lawn. Big windows and bi-fold doors open out 
across the back of the house for easy indoor/outdoor flow to the deep, perfect-for-
entertaining deck. 
Underneath the house is a large area where value could be added or use as it is, a 
workshop and storage for kayaks, bikes and lots more.
It’s all set on an easy-care, landscaped section of 580m2 that takes full advantage 
of the all-day sun, so you can enjoy all year round outdoor living.

rwdevonport.co.nz/DVP20061
Matthew Smith Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

Matthew Smith
021 924 435

For Sale
Price on Application

View
Wednesday 5:30 - 6:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 12:45 - 1:45pm

4 22 580m²

Petko Petkov
027 302 0686
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50 Hauraki Road Hauraki - Takapuna Beachfront
A genuinely beachfront property on Takapuna Beach hardly ever comes up for sale, and 
the current owners have spent 15 happy years living in this remarkable home. Life really 
is a beach if you live here. For a start, you can drive your Sealegs straight up out of the 
water, between two graceful pohutukawa trees and into your own basement ‘boatyard’. 
Sea, sand, sun and the ocean set the theme of this distinctive house. From the moment 
you walk through the door into the open plan kitchen/living and dining area you get a 
sense how special this place is. You get all the views, while no-one has a view of you 
- mirrored windows throughout maintain your privacy while enhancing your outlook. 
That outlook extends over three spacious floors, each linked by a staircase that’s been 
specially designed to reference the feel of an ocean liner. On the first floor you’ll find an 
open landing where you can relax in a tranquil library space. The balcony on this level 
gives you another chance to relax and drink in those panoramic views. They span from 
Rangitoto on your right across to Little Barrier and Tiritiri Matangi and further round. Up 
the stairway or elevator to the top floor and you find what is now an artist’s studio. It 
could just as easily become an office or whatever suits your lifestyle. On a more relaxing 
note, you can lounge around the heated pool on the private terrace whenever you like, 
or stroll along the beach and enjoy brunch at the Takapuna Beach Café, then make use 
of everything Takapuna itself has to offer. 

rwdevonport.co.nz/DVP20052
Matthew Smith Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

For Sale
$6,995,000

Matthew Smith
021 924 435

SOLD
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Takapuna TakapunaGrammar Grammar
MAR 8, 2019 MAR 8, 2019School NewS School NewS

Co-curricular Expo

Athletics Day 2019

When it comes to events, Athletics Day at TGS is 
the biggest sporting event of the year, with all year 
9 and 10 students participating. This year, it was held 
on Thursday 21 February, welcoming in a new school 
year with a day full of fun and friends for juniors. 

Students were split into the six school house groups: 
Wehi, Mana, Wana, Maia, Kaha and Ihi. Students 
participated in a huge variety of events, from the 
Kiwi classic gumboot-throwing to the quintessential 
tug of war. Cheering the junior students along the 

whole way were the house leaders, consisting of 
year 12 students. When asked about the event, Wehi 
house leader, Lin Li Yeoh said: “It was really nice 
to see everyone working together, and I especially 
enjoyed cheering on the year 9s. It was such a fun 
and exciting day, and I am glad to have been a part 
of it.”

After a morning of activities for the juniors, it 
came time for the whole school to get involved in 
the house relays. These 100m running relays put 

each house’s fastest runners to the test. In a school 
filled with speed demons, every race seemed to be a 
close call, except for the year 10 girls relay in which 
Mana student Anna Tucker proved to be a force to be 
reckoned with. Her outstanding performance, along 
with many others in the relays, led Mana to victory 
over Maia by only 10 points. Close behind in third 
came Wehi, with fourth, fifth and sixth places going 
to Kaha, Ihi and Wana respectively.

BY WILL DALzELL

Last Friday, hundreds of students gathered 
in the courtyard of Takapuna Grammar School 
to explore co-curricular options for the coming 
year. There were a massive variety of different 
clubs present to advertise what their group was 
all about. From the Amnesty Club and Model 
United Nations to instrumental bands and Film 
Club, all were gathered, hoping to catch some 

fresh new members for the year. 
An eager student (one of the leaders of the Ted 

Ed Club), Laiba Batool, said that it was “quite 
overwhelming, but exciting at the same time, 
to see the number of students who came to the 
expo.” Batool added that she was excited for 
people to join the Ted Ed Club and “share [her] 
joy and passion for public speaking.” 

The afternoon was a success for most, if not 
all, of the 25 clubs, with students lingering 
around the courtyard until the very end of 
lunch. 

Organised by the amazing Felicity Lewis and 
co-curricular committee, the afternoon was a 
massive success.

BY LIN LI YEOH

Love was in the air at Takapuna Grammar as 
Valentine’s Day celebrations filled the school once 
again. Prefects spent the day delivering love notes, 
cookies, roses and even serenades from classroom 
to classroom on February 14th. Students were able 
to purchase these gifts to send to their friends 
and sweethearts for only a few dollars. In the end, 
the purchases totalled 91 roses, 103 serenades, 79 
cookies and 529 notes.

Prefects involved in the Events Committee put 

weeks of hard work into organising the event. 
This included handwriting hundreds of notes, 
creating a photo booth and ensuring the day went 
smoothly. They also spent their breaks selling gifts 
and overseeing hundreds of students lining up 
to take pictures at the Valentine’s-themed photo 
booth. Prefect Sylvie Porter said that, after two 
long weeks of organisation, “we were very pleased 
with how it turned out.”

BY ANYA FrY

Valentine’s 
Day
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9 and 10 students participating. This year, it was held 
on Thursday 21 February, welcoming in a new school 
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came time for the whole school to get involved in 
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An eager student (one of the leaders of the Ted 

Ed Club), Laiba Batool, said that it was “quite 
overwhelming, but exciting at the same time, 
to see the number of students who came to the 
expo.” Batool added that she was excited for 
people to join the Ted Ed Club and “share [her] 
joy and passion for public speaking.” 

The afternoon was a success for most, if not 
all, of the 25 clubs, with students lingering 
around the courtyard until the very end of 
lunch. 

Organised by the amazing Felicity Lewis and 
co-curricular committee, the afternoon was a 
massive success.
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Love was in the air at Takapuna Grammar as 
Valentine’s Day celebrations filled the school once 
again. Prefects spent the day delivering love notes, 
cookies, roses and even serenades from classroom 
to classroom on February 14th. Students were able 
to purchase these gifts to send to their friends 
and sweethearts for only a few dollars. In the end, 
the purchases totalled 91 roses, 103 serenades, 79 
cookies and 529 notes.

Prefects involved in the Events Committee put 

weeks of hard work into organising the event. 
This included handwriting hundreds of notes, 
creating a photo booth and ensuring the day went 
smoothly. They also spent their breaks selling gifts 
and overseeing hundreds of students lining up 
to take pictures at the Valentine’s-themed photo 
booth. Prefect Sylvie Porter said that, after two 
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Valentine’s 
Day
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Enterprising and innovative ideas, high 
energy and an environmentally friendly 
twist were the order of the day at the third 
annual Takapuna Grammar School Ignition 
Day, hosted last weekend by Level One co-
working space on Devonport Wharf.

Thirty Business Studies students worked 
on idea creation and validation, pitch 
refinement, market definition, competitive 
positioning and financial models, under the 
watchful eye of local business entrepreneurs.

Concepts included self-driving, solar-
powered vehicles; sustainably-sourced roof-
rack straps; apps for finding babysitters, 
renting out items and providing ideas for 
nutritional school lunches; and a platform 
to match-make start-up businesses with 
potential investors. 

The students presented their ideas to the 
event judges, who included Melanie Barr, 
Rudi Bublitz, Peter Knowles and Jackie 
Young.

Facilitator Duncan Ledwith says the main 
emphasis of the day was on team learning 
and improvement, as the students worked 
through a graduated process away from their 
school environment.    

 “All the participants should be very 
proud of what they achieved in what was 
unfamiliar territory for a lot of them. In 
under three hours, the groups nailed a 
60-second pitch, which is very impressive,” 
he said.

Team awards went to:
Most Compelling Play (tied): The Nutri-

Lunch team for their app providing recipe 
ideas and ingredients for nutritional school 
lunches, mentored by Professor Fiona 
Peterson of AUT University’s Faculty of 
Design and Creative Technologies; and 
the Minor Convenience team for their 
app for sourcing localised services such 
as babysitting, pet-sitting, gardening, etc, 
mentored by Simon Lampen of Vinsight 
and Level One.

Best Overall Pitch: The Quick Clip team 
for their sustainably-sourced, retro-fitted, 
retractable roof-rack straps, mentored by 
Anna Yallop of Seafood Innovations Ltd.

Most Improved Team: The Monorails 
team for their self-driving, solar-powered 
vehicles designed to beat the Lake Rd traffic, 
mentored by Rebecca Jones of Village 
Kitchen.

Pitch perfect... The Quick-Clip team (right), winner of Best Overall 
Pitch (from left): Talisha Green, Lucy Jenkinson,  Eva McKenzie, and 
Abby Harris

TGS Ignition Day sparks up  
ideas and learningMARCH AT THE ROSE CENTRE

APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS –  
ACT QUICKLY FOR THE EARLY-BIRD PRICE

For the first time in Belmont,  
Covert Theatre presents 

“Funlicious - Improv for Kids”
A school holiday 
programme 15-18 
April 2019.
The Rose Centre 
is delighted to 
bring to the 
North Shore a 
stunningly delicious 
experience for kids 
aged 8 to 12 this next school holidays.
Improvisation is an art form that allows kids to self-
create, self-discover and self-express. It develops 
the skills they need to have a happy and successful 
life, such as collaboration, communication, 
confidence, creativity, resilience, storytelling and so 
much more.
You need to be quick to get your kids on the 
programme. It’s $295 (or $275 each for kids from 
the same family) or until March 15, just $195 each 
on early-bird special. Go to eventfinda.co.nz and 
search The Rose Centre to book. 

Free Fun – Sand Art at Narrow Neck
Put aside March 23! Around 3pm, the Rose Centre 
will put on an art event that can involve you and 
your families at Narrow Neck beach. 
Acclaimed sand artist David Hilliam (Google David 
Hilliam beach tagger) will create beach art right 
there in the sand. Join us for a piece of fun and art 
for all. Just come and watch, or put your hand up 
for David to have you be part of the art-rendering 
team. If you want to add to the art, make sure you 
bring a rake, leaf rake or big stick/pole. 
This is a 100% free event. Just show up, bring your 
own refreshments and of course the Slip, Slop, Slap 
and Wrap SunSmart suggested behaviour is highly 
recommended! We look forward to seeing you 
there, celebrating Neighbours Day Aotearoa!

Theatre returns to Belmont,  
Company Theatre presents

Stones in his Pockets  By Marie Jones
There is great excitement in 
a small village in rural Ireland 
when a major Hollywood film 
company arrives to make a 
blockbuster movie on location.
The characters Charlie Conlon 
and Jake Quinn, who are 
employed as extras along with numerous other 
locals, tell the story between them. But as the Irish 
and Hollywood cultures clash, it becomes clear 
that the film director’s romantic dream of Ireland 
is a long, long way from reality. Often hysterically 
funny, thought-provoking and witty, this wonderful 
comedy has won numerous awards.
“Triumphant, fast, brilliant and hilarious” 
Independent
“An unequivocal source of joy, laughter, tears and 
delight” Daily Mail
“Very Irish and very funny” Irish Times 
To book go to iticket.co.nz, search for The Rose 
Centre and click on the poster. The season runs 
4–13 April.

P 09 445 9900
E info@rosecentre.co.nz

F @RoseCentre    W rosecentre.co.nz
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Grant Speedy
M 027 4511 800 P 09 486 9217
grant.speedy@harcourts.co.nz
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Bayswater 61c Beresford Street

Auction
On Site, 24th March 2019 at 2.00pm  (unless sold 
prior) 
View Sat & Sun 11:00am-11:45am
www.harcourts.co.nz/TK33974

   5 B   4 C   2 I   2 K   1 M

One In A Million - Dreams Do Come True!
Unique once in a life time opportunity to secure your future and live the ultimate lifestyle by the waters edge. Experience 
always tell us to buy the best that we can at the time it is available - well that time is now!!!! This striking residence is built in 
this prime location right on the waterfront, architecturally designed by Chris Hume is sure to appeal to families or executive 
couples that require location, panoramic views and quality living.  This special home was originally designed to house a family 
with 6 children - but the space and flexibility appeals to all families whether you are a Brady Bunch or looking to encompass 
multi generational families - this house is perfect for all - entertain on the fabulous decks with louvretec systems and enjoy the 
ever changing view - listen to the kids splash around the pool, or just enjoy some relaxation in your private grounds.  They say 
a picture tells a thousand words - in this instance they are wrong - come and see for yourself what this special home has to 
offer - hearts will be broken if you miss out - let me open the door to your new home today.

NEW LISTING

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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kitchens by design full page

Join the talented team of designers at New Zealand’s 
most awarded kitchen design studio for a day filled 
with ideas and innovation.

As well as a number of informative talks from the 
design team at Kitchens By Design will be a series of 
presentations by leading industry experts, including 
colour choices (Resene), the latest in appliances 
(Gaggenau) and your best options for benchtop 
materials (Cosentino).

The event will be held at Kitchens By Design’s stunning 
Takapuna showroom on Auckland’s North Shore.

This promises to be a truly unique event that will give 

invaluable insights into the latest trends in kitchen 

design, as well as practical advice to anyone 

installing a new kitchen.

Tickets are $20.00 and are available at Eventbrite. 

Numbers will be limited, so register early to secure 

your place.

FOR FULL DETAILS  
AND REGISTRATION  
VISIT EVENTBRITE.CO.NZ

WHEN:  9.30am - 1pm, Friday, 22 March

WHERE:  Kitchens by Design Takapuna Showroom

 3 Byron Avenue. Ph 09 488 7201

kitchensbydesign.co.nz

If you are thinking about a new kitchen,  
you will not want to miss out on this event.

KBD0097 Design Day - Flagstaff_v1.indd   1 8/02/19   10:55 AM
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Richard Cripps, the owner of award-
winning kitchen design studio, Kitchens By 
Design, strongly believes in the need for good 
design in our lives, particularly in a complex, 
multifunctional space such as the kitchen, 
and that an important component of any 
successful kitchen is design itself. Design, he 
says, should be seen as the most important 
ingredient in any successful kitchen.

“Good design need not be expensive,” says 
Richard. Indeed, in the long run it can offer 
considerable savings, he adds. “The cost of the 
basic materials and products – the appliances, 
cabinetry, plumbing, benchtops, lighting, etc 
– are exactly the same whether they go into 
a poorly designed kitchen or a well-designed 
one, so it makes perfect sense to ensure you 
engage a good designer from the outset.” And 
he has testimonials from satisfied customers 
whose custom-designed kitchens are still 
serving them well decades later.

Richard strongly believes that good design 
helps us change the way we think about things. 
“Great design is not just restricted to what’s on 
the surface and how it looks. It solves everyday 
problems,” he says. “At Kitchens By Design, we 
design drawers to make items easily accessible. 
We incorporate good lighting design to help 
you undertake tasks. We use design to shorten 
the distances to complete tasks. For design to 
be successful a designer cannot be just artistic 
in their approach; they must always have a 
focus on the customer or user of the product.”

In short, good design is a wonderful mix 
of imagination and pragmatism, specifically 
tailored to each situation. “Our designers 
creatively bring great decorative surfaces, 
hardware and known planning principles 
together to create not only beautiful one-off 

kitchens, but deliver unique spaces that help 
bring friends and families together, fuel a 
passion for cooking, or just simply enhance 
entertaining and socialising.”

Kitchens By Design offers the expertise of 
six designers, four of whom are acknowledged 
with awards as among the best in New 
Zealand and Australia. “All our designers are 
professionally qualified and regularly attend 
industry events to keep up to date with the 
latest in materials, appliances, style and ideas,” 
says Richard, with some pride. He is also 
keen to point out that while you may only 
deal with one designer as your kitchen design 
concepts are developed, they are not working 
in isolation. “We are a team, and there is often 
cross-pollination of ideas around a project as 
the designer works to meet your brief,” he says. 

“Design is also about relationships. A good 
designer works on building a relationship 
to find out what motivates and excites each 
client. Are you a baker? Do you buy in bulk or 
shop every day? Do the kids help prepare the 
meals?”

If you are thinking about putting in a 
new kitchen, Kitchens By Design is holding 
an exclusive Kitchen Design Day at their 
Takapuna showroom at 3 Byron Ave, on the 
morning of Friday March 22nd. Joining their 
team of talented designers, will be a number 
of leading industry experts delivering 
presentations on colour choices (Resene), 
the latest in appliances (Gaggenau), and 
your best options for benchtop materials 
(Cosentino). Tickets are $20, and are 
available from Eventbrite.

The Magic Ingredient

Kitchen Showrooms: 3 Byron Ave, Takapuna & 7 Melrose St, Newmarket

Ph Takapuna 488 7201 or Newmarket 379 3084
Open 10am–4.30pm Mon-Fri | 10am–2.30pm Sat 

Or by appointment  www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz
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Boys build boat with recycled materials
A pair of teenagers took recycling to a new frontier 

by scrounging materials and building a boat that 
actually floated on the first attempt.

Liam Bradley and Toby Robinson, both 14, and 
year 10 students at Kristin School,    were inspired 
after Liam read an article about someone building a 
boat from a picnic table.

Toby’s mother, Tiare Tolks, says she may have been 
an influence. She likes recycling and is frequently to 
be found in op shops.

“I might have got Toby thinking ‘one man’s junk is 
another man’s treasure’,” Tolks says.

The boys went to the Devonport Community 
Recycling Centre and bought some pre-loved boogie 
boards for $15.

They then bought rope and a bag of nails, but 
the wood they used was mainly scrounged from 
neighbours’ backyards.

The total cost of their creation was $27.
The boatbuilding project took the boys all weekend 

and got them outside, while other family members 
were tied up with Liam’s older sister’s birthday party, 
Tolks says.

Once they had launched their vessel, from Torpedo 
Bay, they were out there for ages, she says. 

A speck in the ocean... the recycled 
boat was seaworthy and “out for ages”

Sea trial... Devonport teens Liam Bradley (left) and Toby 
Robinson successfully launch their craft from Torpedo Bay

It’s not easy being green
Sometimes doing the right thing all the 

time can seem like an uphill struggle. With 
the Queensland fruit fly (QFF) restrictions 
into its third week, we’re starting to feel 
the impact at the recycling centre. Not 
being allowed to move green waste out of 
Devonport has meant we have a massive 
stockpile of green waste. We can’t compost 
or use the worm bins. We are navigating 
MPI, Biosecurity and Auckland Council just 
to do something as simple as compost your 
green waste. Juggling rules and regulations 
that conflict with each just to do something 
that was easy a few weeks ago. Whilst we 
are happy to do so for the greater good, it’s 
a challenge, and it’s not easy.

It also seems that everyone has an 
opinion on how, and why we do things, 
and stand ready to judge us, armed with 

scant information, and little to no facts. In 
this era of fake news, people are ready to 
simply just make things up. But we keep 
on trying to do the right thing, rise above 
it, chin up and all that. What other choice 
is there? 

It’s the same in our daily lives. Plastic 
mounts up, so do we buy the food we 
like even if it’s covered in plastic. Do we 
drive a bit further to get the food without 
packaging? Do we drive at all? 

One thing’s for sure – we seem to face an 
insurmountable challenge at times, doing 
the right thing, reducing waste, putting 
the planet (and our home) first. It’s not 
easy when you stand out as a lone voice 
or a small group advocating for a change. 
Those of us who have been doing this a 
long time know it ain’t easy being green.’

Zero
Waste
Devonport
Andrew Walters, Director 
Devonport Community 

Recycling Centre
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Takarunga Playcentre has gone glit-
ter-free. 

Glitter is considered a microplastic, 
which means it can easily make its way into 
the environment and especially the ocean. It 
is a commonly used material in playcentres 
and kindergartens. 

Former president Takarunga Playcentre 
president and current volunteer Julia Mak 
says it wanted to focus on being an environ-
mentally friendly centre.

 “We speak to the kids about nature and 
how to conserve the environment,” she says. 
“It just felt wrong to have glitter, because 
at the end of the day it’s plastic.  Glitter is 
often mixed with Play-Doh, and Mak says 
that she was also concerned about the risks 
of babies eating it.  

The centre is positive about phasing out 
glitter, and in fact the changes have made 
things more exciting.

 “There’s other things you can use. 

Natural resources – things from the beach, 
colourful leaves in autumn, sticks,” says 
Mak. It has created a learning opportunity 
for the kids and encouraged them to be 
more creative. 

Mak says that the kids are naturally 
inclined to protect nature and animals, so 
it wasn’t hard to convince them to drop the 
glitter. Parents were supportive too. 

“We felt empowered to do it. Everyone 
was on board” she says. 

Sparkles sacrificed for environment’s sake

caring for our peninsula
restoring Takarunga Hauraki
“Working towards a pest-free and native 
-bird flourishing Devonport peninsula”

celebrating successes
For the first time in perhaps  a decade, three  
tu-turiwhatu (New Zealand dotterel) 
chicks and two torea-pango (variable 
oystercatcher) chicks have fledged in  
Nga-taringa Bay.  We can all celebrate this 
conservation victory as a result of keen 
guardianship by many local residents, 
new dog signage, several  years of rat- 
eradication efforts, and perhaps other 
ecological and tidal factors.  
Shoal and Ngataringa Bays are recognised 
nationally as Sites of Significant Wildlife 
Interest and designated as Special 
Ecological Areas in the Auckland Council 
Unitary Plan. 

planning for success
The Tupuna Maunga Authority is 
developing an ecological restoration 
plan for Takarunga Mount Victoria and 
Maungauika North Head. These plans 
are part of a big vision for these taonga 
considered by some to be world-heritage 
sites.  Of course, they will be central to 
our growing efforts to create a pest-free 
peninsula where increasing numbers and 
varieties of native birds and other native 
species can thrive.

nau mai haere mai, please plan to participate:
MaungauiKa norTH HeaD  
coMMuniTY DaY 
Saturday March 30th, 2019
9:30am. Karakia and introductions, health 
and safety brief.
10am-12pm. Hands-on ecological 
restoration, releasing native trees from 
invasive honeysuckle.  

Also, rare-plant garden work and young 
peoples’ activities.
12-1pm. Sausage sizzle and hear from the 
Tupuna Maunga Authority

protecting our pohutukawa
The recent scare with Queensland fruit fly 
reminds us of other biosecurity risks.  Myrtle 
rust is now established in New Zealand 
and is easily spread through infected 
nursery stock. We should be vigilant to 
detect early signs of infestation.  Please 
familiarise yourself with its bright yellow 
powdery eruptions in leaves of affected 
species, including pohutukawa, ma-nuka,  
ra-ta-, ka-nuka, swamp maire and ramarama, 
and some related non-native species such 
as bottlebrush tree.
If you have perhaps discovered myrtle rust 
in Devonport, you should call MPI on 0800 
80 99 66. It is very important not to touch 
the plants or attempt to collect samples as 
this will spread the disease.

Join our local efforts
Are you curious to learn more, interested in 
being involved with ecological restoration, 
or in obtaining free rat-trap stations?  
Please contact: Lance Cablk, Network 
Coordinator for
Restoring Takarunga Hauraki, 
pestfreedevonport@gmail.com

Environmental work behind the scenes 
at the OK Dinghy world champs hosted by 
Wakatere Boating Club has been recognised 
with a gold standard award. 

Wakatere achieved gold certification 
from Sailors for the Sea for its efforts at the 
Symonite OK Dinghy World Champion-
ships held last month. Sailors for the Sea, an 
organisation that unites yachties and boaties 
to help protect the oceans, has compiled 25 
best-practice guidelines clubs can follow to 
create a clean regatta, ranging from waste 
management and recycling to sustainable 
dinner options and responsible signage.

Over a three-day period during the regatta, 
the club removed 1800 litres of recycling 

and 750 litres of compost. Only 350 litres of 
rubbish went to landfill. Without the envi-
ronmental push, nearly all 2900 litres would 
have gone to landfill.

The club was committed to a paperless 
regatta and not printing unnecessary docu-
ments. The notice of race, sailing instructions 
and results were posted online and only one 
copy pinned to a corkboard. For the notice of 
race alone, this saved 1150 pages of printing.

Bags, including the sailors’ pack and volun-
teer lunches, were made from pre-used sails 
donated by Doyle Sails.

Any water bottles sold were made from 
plants and were 100 percent compostable. 
Competitors, officials and volunteers could 

also top up their bottles at refilling stations.
Dinner plates, cutlery and bin liners were 

all compostable.
Banners were made from biodegradable 

materials.
Legasea Lager was available in aluminium 

cans, rather than bottles, and a percentage of 
profits was donated to sustainable fishing.

The majority of boats were hosed down on 
grass areas to reduce the amount of run-off 
that ended up in the ocean.

The use of coach boats was not encouraged 
and, in the end, only three were used by a fleet 
of 111 competitors.

Wakatere aims to continue the practices in 
its day-to-day operations and at other regattas.

Wakatere wins gold environment standard
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Self-appointed Ngataringa Bay walkway 
constructor Dave Coker has been ordered to 
stop removing mangroves or face a hefty fine 
and the possibility of prosecution. 

A council officer issued the abatement notice, 
which legally enforces the Resource Manage-
ment Act, on 20 February, which meant Coker 
had to stop removing mangroves immediately.

Coker has removed numerous mangroves 
from Ngataringa Bay over the past year, as 
part of his unconsented work aimed at building 
a “low-tide walkway” across the foreshore 
linking to Mary Barrett Glade (also known as 
Polly’s Park). Coker helped build the glade, but 
it is currently closed by slips.

Ngataringa advocate Lyndsay Brock raised 
concerns about the removal of mangroves, and 
also claimed the new path could be unsafe, 
especially for children.

The bay is a significant ecological area in the 
Auckland Unitary Plan, which means any re-
moval of vegetation or building of structures is 
forbidden, unless a resource consent is obtained.

Council compliance officers will be carrying 
out regular checks of the area, Auckland Coun-
cil team manager compliance investigations 
Kerri Fergusson said.

“Mangroves are a native plant species and a 
valuable part of some coastal ecosystems. They 
may also perform an important role in trapping 
sediment and contaminants and in mitigating 
coastal erosion. 

“Mangrove removal may disturb and damage 
the foreshore and seabed and can have adverse 
effects on water quality from the release of 
sediment and contaminants,” Fergusson said.

The removal of mangroves could also 
negatively impact on the many rare and en-
dangered migratory and native wading birds 
in Ngataringa Bay, particularly during breeding 
and feeding times.

“According to the Auckland Unitary Plan, 
mangrove removal in significant wading-bird 
areas is a discretionary activity and requires 
resource consent,” Fergusson said.

The abatement notice was issued to ensure 
compliance with the Resource Management 
Act (RMA).

Ignoring the notice could mean further legal 
action, including an infringement fee of $750 
for non-compliance, or prosecution under the 
RMA, with the potential penalty on conviction 
of two years’ imprisonment or a fine of up to 
$300,000.

Crackdown on mangrove removal

Put on notice… Dave Coker 

Boundary lines are indicative only

Devonport 34A Oxford Terrace

3 3 2 3

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 13 Mar 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.45pm

& Thu 5-5.30pm or by appointment

Lynda Betts 021 278 3024

lynda.betts@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Distinctive design - premium location

Tucked privately away this unique home is located two houses back from Cheltenham Beach.

Perfectly positioned and sheltered from the hustle and bustle but within walking distance of

everything Cheltenham offers. An abundance of glass bathes the home in natural light, while the

crisp, neutral décor enhances the sense of space. The sun-soaked outdoor living area is the perfect

spot to unwind. There's an enviable lifestyle on offer here and plenty of versatility too, with the

property perfect as a permanent residence, a holiday retreat or an idyllic place to work from home.

Homes of this calibre, in this most sought-after of spots, are seldom available. Contact me today for

more information.

bayleys.co.nz/1470231
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Devonport 122 Vauxhall Road

4 3 4 3

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Wed 13 Mar 2019

83 Victoria Road, Devonport

ViewSat/Sun 1.15-2pm & Wed 6-6.30pm

Helen Michell 021 210 3228

Lynda Betts 021 278 3024

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Dress Circle Character Clifftop Home

Perched majestically on 2023m

2

 of prime clifftop with spectacular views and exclusive beach

access is an admired character residence. For nearly 50 years the current owner has treasured their

time here. Now you can establish yourself in this coveted location. Become part of its rich history,

enhance and add value to suit your family. Entertain on secluded patios and savour the captivating

vista across the glistening waters of the gulf. From the sun-soaked, manicured gardens you will love

meandering down the steps for a swim. Here is truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity; a charming

home, an enviable location, and a committed vendor create an enticing proposition demanding

urgent attention. Call to find out more.

bayleys.co.nz/1470229

bayleys.co.nz
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Graeme Beghin 
Looking Back

20 years ago from 
the Flagstaff files

● Devonport residents could get hit with 
rates bills of up to $1200 for repairs to 
broken drains on their properties. As 
one of the oldest suburbs on the Shore, 
Devonport is first cab off the rank; North 
Shore City Council is looking to upgrade 
all private and public drains, with a goal 
of preventing the sewage spills that close 
beaches.

● A Devonport man is taken to hospital for 
surgery after his knee is sliced open by 
a flying glass at the Devonport Wine & 
Food Festival. The man was watching 
festival favourite David Paquette when 
the airborne glass broke on the bridge of 
his spectacles. The shards sliced his knee.

● Several key proposals in the Department 
of Conservation’s (DoC) North Head draft 
management plan are opposed by the 
Devonport Community Board, including 
the retention of a group of old military 
buildings. The board wants only the most 
significant historic buildings to be retained 
(four World War II buildings). DoC wants 
to retain a further WWII building and 
others if suitable uses can be found for 
them. The Historic Places Trust wants all 
the buildings retained.

● Colourful Devonport jeweller Douglas 
Sibbald is remembered in an obituary, 
recalling his life of adventures and 
belief in the inspirational value of travel. 
Sibbald was not only a jewellery tutor, 
but also a spiritual teacher. Locals used 
to drop into his jewellery workshop and 

store just for a chat. Born in London in 
1928, he grew up in Buenos Aires, then 
travelled and sailed around the world. He 
most frequently stopped in Ibiza, Spain, 
where he befriended Nico from the Velvet 
Underground. Sibbald’s wanderlust led 
him to take up jewellery, a trade he could 
carry in a knapsack. Finally, he found 
nirvana in Devonport, settling down for 
a decade and running Moonbird on King 
Edward Parade, where Art by the Sea is 
now located. Sibbald closed the shop four 
years before his death to travel again and 
visit relatives in England.

● A circa-1875 villa is for sale on Albert Rd 
for $475,000.

Jewellery plus... A Flagstaff obituary for Douglas Sibbald tells of 
his colourful life and standing as a spiritual teacher 

MADHU BHANA FAKIR 
B.A., N.D., D.O., BHSC

Registered Osteopath & 
naturopath

acc registered

CRANIAL / VISCERAL
OSTEOPATH & 
NATUROPATH

22 ONEPOTO ROAD, 
HAURAKI, AUCKLAND

phone:  09 558 3085
or txt 021 027 97878 
for an appointment

Safe, gentle & 
effective therapy; a gentle 
alignment of body, mind, 
and spirit.  Effective for 
back and neck strains, 
injuries, trauma, stuck 
patterns of pain, stress 

and stress-induced 
illnesses, allergies and 

food intolerance.

Casual delivery duo wanted to 
hand out the Devonport Flagstaff 
and our new publication The 
Rangitoto Observer to businesses 
and stands. 

One afternoon per week. 
Own car needed.  May suit 

students wanting after school work.
Contact:

 sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Part-Time Work
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Tēnā koutou katoa
Our housing development at Hillary 

is continuing apace and, as part of the 
development, we are committed to 
improving stormwater treatment in the 
area.

Auckland Council is actively making 
improvements to water quality in the 
wider Auckland area and we are working 
collaboratively with them to try and get 
improvements within the Belmont area. 
Currently, we have temporary measures 
in place, including water-holding ponds 
treated with flocculant.

Long-term, we and the Council are 
looking at measures to improve the water 
catchment around Shoal Bay, which at 
present has no treatment in place. This 
is not unusual in suburbs of this age 
but, once our development is complete, 
treatment will be provided for the new 
houses around Hillary and, hopefully, the 
wider catchment.

We have had some queries about 
our two temporary detention ponds, 
which are at the bottom of Rutherford 

Street and next to the 
Northboro walkway.

These large ponds 
are divided into 
multiple chambers 
designed to catch 
any stormwater and 
muddy run-off from 
the earthworks now 
happening in the area.

The ponds have 
a flocculant system attached to them, 
which means the water is dosed with a 
coagulant that drops silt and solids to the 
bottom, reducing turbidity and allowing 
clear water to flow out the top via a 
drainage tube.

Built by highly regarded engineering 
and infrastructure company Aurecon, the 
stormwater detention ponds are checked 
regularly by us and Auckland Council, 
with adjustments made to the chemical 
treatment if the forecast indicates bad 
weather is on the way.

The ponds have been designed in 
accordance with Auckland Council 

guidelines but, in a flash storm, there 
may be a discharge, as happened in 
Rutherford Street on Christmas Day 
when an intense rain storm caused 
flooding in a number of areas on the 
North Shore. This was unfortunate, but 
virtually no system could have withstood 
the extreme and localised downpour 
that occurred on that day. We continue 
to actively monitor both the pond-water 
levels and the weather forecasts.

If you would like to receive 
development updates by email, 
please register your details on:  
wrl@ngatiwhatuaorakei.com 

Kāinga Pāho

Construction underway of the second holding pond, 
next to Northboro walkway.

It is with great sadness to report that 
our Garden Centre will be closing its 
doors for the last time on Sunday 31 
March 2019.

Owing to the increasing traffic con-
gestion that has been created by having 
to unload large delivery trucks on-site, 
we have had to address a new way of re-
ceiving goods and, with that, comes the 
demise of the Garden Centre.

The success of the Garden Centre 
has only been achieved by all our love-
ly, long-standing and supportive, not to 
mention garden-crazy customers. 

We have made friends with many of 
you and there has been more than one 
happy, sad and hilarious moment shared 
by all. It has been an absolute pleasure 
getting to know you all and to help you 
with your gardens.

To all those that hold gift vouchers, 
please make sure you call in and find 
some fabulous plants or gifts to remem-
ber us by.  

Again, goodbye and thank you for your 
support over the last 12 plus years.

The Team
Taryn, Carol, Sue and Michele

Goodbye and Thank You!

STOP PRESS: This week we’ve just heard the Local Board and Auckland Council are looking at ways to help us stay open
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Working locally is a passion for Nicola 
Jones, owner and founder of Nicola Jones 
Insurance.

Jones has been in the insurance business 
for 20 years and specialises in Life, Mort-
gage Repayment, Income Protection and 
Medical Insurance.  

“I work primarily with families who have 
children and mortgages,” she says, “to pro-
tect them if an unexpected medical or trau-
matic event were to occur.”  

Jones is not affiliated with any one insur-
ance company,  so “this allows me to pro-
vide a range of options depending on my 
client’s specific needs.” 

Originally located in Takapuna, Nicola 
Jones Insurance is now in Belmont, where 
Jones has lived most of her life.  

She has a strong family connection to 
the area with her grandparents, parents and 
brother all having grown up locally. Now 
her daughter, Mikaela, attends Belmont Pri-
mary School.  

“Having the office so close to home and 
Mikaela’s school has been amazing. It gives 
me the opportunity to be more involved in 
her activities as well as supporting the local 
community.”

Jones enjoys working locally.  “I find that 
when I see clients on the peninsula, there 

is often some immediate common ground, 
whether discussing schools, local events or 
Lake Rd traffic.” 

Jones’ clients enjoy individual human in-
teraction as opposed to dealing with a com-
puter or an 0800 number.  

“I believe my main job is to assist at claim 
time. When dealing with clients going 
through a traumatic event, knowing they 
have someone on their side to help guide 
them is comforting.”

Nicola Jones welcomes you to call  
her for a free insurance review on  
09 488 7480 or drop in for a visit at  
156a Lake Road.

NICOLA JONES INSURANCE

156A Lake Road, Belmont, Auckland 0622  |  P 09 488 7480  |  M 021 491 080  | E nicola@nji.co.nz

www.nji.co.nz

Looking after the community
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Auction
On Site, 21st March 2019 at 4.00pm  (unless sold prior) 
View Sat & Sun 11:15am-12:00pm
www.harcourts.co.nz/TK33962

Steve McCulloch
M 021 953 405 P 09 486 9276
steve.mcculloch@harcourts.co.nz
Angeline Snell
M 027 600 8088 P 09 941 4279
angeline.snell@harcourts.co.nz
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Belmont 18 Evan Street

Classic Kiwi Dream -  ¼ Acre With Minor Unit Potential
Location - Excellent location, between Takapuna and Devonport. Bordering the 
inner harbour, close to the upmarket housing to be developed soon, and 
walking distance to the famous Little  Friday cafe. Position - private, quiet and 
secure, road frontage at the end of a cul-de-sac with no passing traffic
Land - 1019m2 (more or less), with abundance of trees, tree huts and bird songs. 
Real stress relief. Layout - excellent indoor-outdoor flow to rear entertainment 
yet private deck. Space - 4 bedrooms, or 3bdrms and 2 living areas, lots of 
parking and tons of under house storage. Schools - in the zone for decile 10 
schools - including Takapuna Grammar, Belmont Primary & Intermediate.

1
NEW LISTING

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz

A major fundraising campaign to raise at 
least $700,000 towards earthquake-strength-
ening, restoring and redeveloping Holy Trin-
ity’s historic church hall has been launched by 
its congregation.

The refurbished hall will have a greater 
community focus than at present, said cam-
paign chair Rob Hay.

“We’ve already raised significant finance 
towards the project and over the next eight 
weeks we will endeavour to raise from within 
our congregation at least a further $700,000. 
This is a huge, but achievable, challenge for 
our people,” Hay said. 

“After only two weeks, we have more than 
$150,000 already pledged from parishioners.”

Hay said planning for the project had 
been underway for several years. The hall’s 
restoration and redevelopment would serve 
the people of Devonport by providing a more 
functional and attractive venue, while at the 
same time delivering some much-needed 
facilities for the parish. Included in the project 
would be a new office facility, which would 
mean the vicarage could be available again 
as a residence.

“While the hall is still functional and used 
by community groups, we are very conscious 
of our responsibility to strengthen, maintain 
and enhance our historic building. It was a 

wonderful gift to the community 
when first built over a hundred 
years ago and is treasured by 
the parish and many Devonport 
people. The project should future-proof the hall 
for the next 100 years,” Hay said.

Holy Trinity Vicar Charmaine Braatvedt, 
said: “It is never easy when you know the hall 
facilities cannot be fully utilised for a wedding 
or funeral in an environment not up to standard, 
and one that carries an earthquake risk albeit, 
a small one.

“Our goal is to not only remove all risk, but 
to provide a modern well-equipped facility 
capable of meeting the needs of the community 
we serve.”

Once built, the hall will incorporate flexible 
spaces for meetings and functions, soundproof 
counselling rooms and parish administration, 
as well as a comprehensive kitchen. The hall 
will also be a safe place for the community in 
the event of any disaster or time of need.

It is envisioned the work will commence in 
2020 and should be completed by 2022, with 
an estimated cost of $3million. 

Holy Trinity Church Hall 
redevelopment campaign

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An artist’s impression 
of what the new 
Church St hall may 
look like

North Shore’s only NZ Owned
Family Funeral Home

Husband & Wife Team
Professional & Personal Touch

Full Services & Direct Cremations
From $2,999.00

09 486 2631 – 027 486 2050
www.northshorefunerals.co.nz
157 Shakespeare Rd, Milford
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Oh lá lá The French
    are coming.

Coastal challenge finishes in Devonport 

Crossing the finishing line…
Conrad Murray

Meeting the challenge… James Oates (left) was first home in the  
Bay Scrambler 11 km run, in a time of 47.57, while John Bird finishes 
the Mini Monty 17km run

Hundreds of competitors competed in To-
tal Sport’s Coastal Challenge, which finished 
at Windsor Reserve last Saturday.

The longest distance in the event was the 
Full Monty 33 km run, which started at Ar-

kles Bay, Whangaparaoa. Coming down the 
coastline, the shorter distances raced were 
the Mid Monty 22km run, the Mini Monty 17 
km run/walk, Bay Scrambler 11km run/walk 
and Beach Hopper 6km run/walk.
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Oh lá lá The French
    are coming.

Murray’s Mini-Monty 50th present

The full Murray monty… Birthday boy Conrad Murray (centre) had family on hand at the race finish.  
From left to right, mother Marie, son Will, wife Nichola, father Michael and daughter Neave. 

Devonport’s Conrad Murray celebrated his 
50th birthday last Saturday by completing the 
Mini Monty Coastal Challenge event.

He finished the 17 km distance from 
Browns Bay to Devonport in a slick time 
of 1 hour 38 minutes.

Murray entered the Coastal Challenge 
along with others from North Shore Cricket 
Club’s Wednesday night social tournament. 
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

Watch the world pass by, this elevated grand villa offers a peaceful sanctuary within Auckland´s bustling cityscape, showcasing 
the most spectacular uninterrupted water views and connection to the harbour. This aspirational generous four bedroom, three 
living property set on 690m² captures the unique feel of Devonport whilst retaining significant future potential. Located on one of 
the most prestigious streets, the unbroken corridor from living to water offers so much, epitomising fantastic family living by the 
seaside. This is an incredibly rare opportunity to drop anchor on the waterfront. Interest will be high, astute buyers will appreciate 
this special offering; the compelling views and lifestyle afforded by this prized location is quite simply, beyond compare.

DEVONPORT | 40 KING EDWARD PARADE
Live The Waterfront Dream

FINAL VIEW: SAT/SUN 1 – 2 PM & WED 6 – 7 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT  PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60581
TENDER CLOSES | 14 MARCH 2019 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

MILES WALLACE 021 565 601 
MilesWallace@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

KIM PAUSINA 021 201 7488 
KimPausina@premium.co.nz 
DEVONPORT 445 3414 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008


