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Greening Devonport – plastic-bag usage slumps

Earning their stripes… North Shore captain Ben Stewart leads his side’s pink capped ballgirls out 
before the game against Northcote last Saturday. More pictures and stories, pages 3 and 39.

Green and white with a dash of pink

 The number of single-use plastic bags handed 
out at Devonport New World supermarket has 
dropped by 35 per cent in the past year.

Although exact figures are not available, the 

store “used to go through approximately 
10,000 bags per week. Now we hardly use 
6000-6500,” says Madhur Chemburkar, 
Devonport New World’s Online Shopping 

Champion.
New World Devonport is one of five stores 

in New Zealand experiencing  a huge reduction 

Phil Clark
P 09 446 2125
M 021 940 041
E phil.clark@harcourts.co.nz

Real Estate Professional
LICENSED AGENT REAA 2008

2017/18
100% SUCCESS RATE

If you are considering selling, 
you would be crazy not to talk to me.  
No BS, not flashy, just very effective.
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Lake Rd may be one of the most congest-
ed in Auckland, but its most recent traffic 
counts date back to 2015.

With a business case for Lake Rd in full 
swing, the Flagstaff asked Auckland Trans-
port (AT) for the latest traffic counts. AT 
spokesman Mark Hannan said the last ONES 
were done in July and November 2015.

The Flagstaff said this seemed strange — 
AT is working on a business case for Lake 
Rd and we would have thought up-to-date 
traffic counts would have been key.

“Don’t worry we will be doing new counts 
in the next few months as part of the business 
case,” Hannan said. 

For the record, in 2015, 29,416 vehicles 
went through the busiest part of Lake Rd 
(Onepoto Rd/Bayview Rd) on average each 
weekday. Saturdays and Sundays were a 
bit quieter, bringing the seven-day average 
down to 28,727.

• In the Auckland Transport 10-year plan, 
which was approved last week, $47 million 
was committed to Lake Rd improvements, 

Councillor Chris Darby said the bulk of 
the spend ($33.5m) is now in 2020/21, with 
lead-in works commencing 2018–2020, for 
which $5.3m is set aside. Final construction 
works totalling $7.7m would be done in 
2021/22.

Lake Rd traffic last measured in 2015

in single-use  plastic bags in the last year.
“Our Devonport community seems to 

be quite engaged with green trends,” says 
Chemburkar.

So much so that Devonport is the only 
New World store in a Foodstuffs’ pilot to 
eradicate single-use plastic bags.

 The other Foodstuffs stores in the trial, 
which started on 7 May, are Pak’nSave Sil-
verdale and Four Square Matakana.

 Devonport New World has seen an “in-
credibly positive response to the two-million 
bag nationwide giveaway, our continued 
support for a reusable bag rebate and the 
Bags Not campaign, which is helping Kiwis 
to adjust to change,” says Chemburkar.

 “But not everyone is ready, and some 
customers, despite their best efforts will 
forget their reusable bags, or be caught 
short,” he says.

 In the trial, Foodstuffs started testing 
alternatives in selected stores for people who 
have forgotten their reusable bags and who 
need something at the checkout.

 “When the trial began on the morning of 

7 May, out of the first 20 customers, 19 had 
their own reusable bags,” says Chemburkar.

Foodstuffs has committed to getting rid 
of single-use plastic bags at checkouts in 
all New World, Pak’nSave and Four Square 
stores by the end of 2018.

 “We’re testing a paper grocery sack for 20 
cents and a heavy duty reusable plastic bag, 
for 30 cents. Both types of bag are commonly 
used overseas, in countries where single-use 
plastic bags have been removed from the 
checkout,” says Chemburkar.

 The “continuous-improvement” project 
is driven by customer feedback. 

Further initiatives include:
•  Promoting reusable bags extensively to 

customers in upcoming campaigns.
•  Continuing the 5 cents rebate for each 

reusable bag until the end of 2018.
•  Continuing support of the Bags Not cam-

paign.
•  Investigating alternatives for plastic pro-

duce bags.
•  Continuing to expand and promote the 

soft-plastics recycling programme.

Devonport cuts back on plastic bags

$800,000 DoC bill for North Head  
The Department of Conservation (DoC) 

has agreed to pay around $800,000 in de-
ferred asset-maintenance costs as part of the 
transfer of Maungauika/North Head to the 
Tupuna Maunga Authority, council officers 
told the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
last week.

DoC has also agreed to a further two years 
of management as part of the deal.

The local board passed a motion asking to 
be kept informed by council on any changes 
that affect Maungauika/North Head.

Some board members felt the way the con-
sultation had been handled after the earlier 
transfer of Takarunga /Mt Victoria was poor. 

Member Mike Sheehy said there ap-
peared to be a “hierarchy of views”, where 
the “Maori view seems to valued ahead of 
others.”

Chair George Wood disagreed, saying the 
Maunga Authority was half iwi, half council, 
with councillors representing local views.

Council officers said the North Head 
reserve management plan would remain in 
place until a comprehensive management 
plan for Maungauika/North Head was devel-
oped over the next couple of years.

This would involve “full  public consul-
tation,” officers said.

Board member members Mike Cohen and 
Grant Gillon said the consultation needed to 
be more open and transparent than the initial 
management plan that affected Takarunga/
Mt Victoria.

• At its last meeting, the Maunga Author-
ity board acknowledged that an agreement 
in principle with DoC had been signed by 
Auckland Council.

Its recommendation was to go to council’s 
governing body on 27 June for consideration.

If approved, the transfer would then go to 
the government for ratification. If it all goes 
through smoothly, the transfer could happen 
as early as 1 July.
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Ben Stewart has achieved a Devonport first 
– playing 100 premier games in both rugby 
and cricket.

A self-described “Bayswater boy”, Stewart 
concentrated primarily on cricket after he left 
Westlake Boys –  notching 100 games for 
North Shore from 2004/2005 until the summer 
of 2012/13. An all-rounder, he opened the 
bowling for Shore and batted generally around 
number seven. 

In 113 matches, Stewart took 164 wickets at 
a 24.57 average, with best bowling figures of 
5 for 18. He scored 2392 runs for the premiers, 
averaging 22.35 with a high score of 80 not out.

 He played under-19 cricket for Auckland in 
2006/7 and for Auckland B in the same season. 
Stewart made the New Zealand under-19 team, 
but a broken hand hampered his career and 
“cost me a place in the Auckland team,” he 

said. He also lost the chance to tour with the 
New Zealand under-19 team. In 2004/05, he 
was named Auckland Club Player of the Year.

Stewart had played under-19 and under-21 
rugby in the winters for North Shore, alongside 
the cricketing summers, and gradually the oval 
ball replaced the round one.

He made the North Shore rugby premier 
side in 2011, and played in its 2011 and 2014 
championship-winning teams. Stewart, gener-
ally a second-five or centre (with an occasional 
appearance on the wing) also played for the 
North Harbour B team in both the 2012 and 
2013 seasons. He was a member of Harbour’s 
provincial squad in those years, but he never 
made it onto the field for the union due to injury.

He has scored 45 tries for Shore and also 
played in its sevens side, which won the 2014 
North Harbour title.

He played his 100th game for North Shore 
against Glenfield on June 16, scoring a try. In 
honour of his 100th, game he was given the 
chance to kick a conversion from in front of the 
posts. It went over, but onlookers described the 
kick as “wobbly.” 

At 31, Stewart says he has at least a couple 
of playing years left.

“I’ll see how I go.  We’ve got a young squad, 
and if I can be there to give them a hand that’s 
great.

“There is no fear that I will reach the lofty 
heights of James Hinchco though.” Hinchco 
(38), a club legend who has retired and come 
back numerous times, is closing in on 200 
games.

Stewart, a litigation underwriter for an insur-
ance company, never imagined he would play 
100 games for either code.

“At North Shore cricket I was keen to get just 
one match for the premiers. And at North Shore 
rugby it was the same – I remember getting my 
blazer (25 games) and that was a real honour.”

With a 22-21 loss against Northcote last 
Saturday (in which Stewart scored a try), North 
Shore is still looking like securing a home 
quarter-final and could be a team to watch in 
the play-offs, says Stewart.

 Devonport Pet Groomers

short bark  
and sides nz

short bark and sides offers the  
ultimate experience for your pet.
Full groom, bath and blow dry,  
nail trim, pup intro to grooming

Price depends on breed, size and coat.

Please call 
Barbara 

021 141 0331

Find us on face 
short bark and sides nz

Stalwart Stewart pushes the boundaries for rare milestone

Hit and run… Ben Stewart batting for North Shore cricket premiers and in action for North Shore rugby 
premiers against Northcote last Saturday

Playwrights at the Vic
Three Devonport playwrights will hold 

readings at the Victoria Theatre as part 
of poetry month in September.

Geoff Chapple, Margot McRae and 
Geoff Allen will read from plays over 
three consecutive Sundays at the Vic.

The plays are new works that have 
not yet been staged.

The Victoria Theatre Trust and the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board is 
sponsoring the event, which is part of 
New Zealand Theatre Month launched 
by leading playwright Roger Hall.
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Devonport Hammer Hardware has changed 
hands – it’s been sold to locals Matt and Carly 
Senior of Narrow Neck.

Andrew Graham and Don Kranenburg have 
owned the popular Devonport store for almost 
10 years, and have decided it was time to sell to 
fresh hands.

Matt is well known to many as the former 
owner of Devonport Joinery in Wynyard St. 
In recent years, he has managed a large joinery 
business in Albany.

“When the opportunity came up to buy a 
great local store, we jumped at it,” Matt says.

While it is the second-largest Hammer Hard-
ware in New Zealand, “It’s got great support and 
is a great community-based store,” he says.

It was an ideal time to take on Devonport 
Hammer Hardware now their children, Ruby 
(17), Joey (10) and Lola (8) were more self-re-
liant, adds Carly.

“The aim is to have a real family business, and 
no doubt the kids will all be working in the busi-
ness at some stage.”

Matt brings extensive building knowledge to 
the business. “I’ve been in trades all my life – I’m 
a bit of a Mr Fixit. I’ve built everything from 

houses to boats.” Carly has complementary 
skills in administration and accounts.

The ever-helpful Hammer Hardware staff 
will remain unchanged.

The Seniors take over on July 3. Both Don 
and Andrew will have some time off and travel 
before looking for other work.

They would like to thank their staff, custom-
ers and  the local community for a great 10 years.

Keeping it local at 
Devonport Hammer Hardware

Open seven days
Mon to Fri 8.30am–5.30pm 

saturday 8.30am–5pm 
sunday 9am–5pm 
ph 445 2356

Freedom camping is set to be 
banned at the Woodhall Park car park 
at Narrow Neck.

Camper vans are commonplace at 
this location, especially over summer.

A review of appropriate areas for 
freedom camping is being conducted 
by Auckland Council.

C o u n c i l  s t a f f  h a d  i n i t i a l l y 
recommended restricted freedom-
camping at the 4,000 sqm car park.

However, the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board provided evidence the park 
was highly used, with buses coming for 
large family group events.

Member Mike Cohen said he had 
gone past the car park recently at 
around 10pm, and there were 10 
freedom-camping vehicles parked up.

 Moreover, there isn’t much point in 
having bans if council officers are not 
available to enforce them, Cohen said.

The board recommended the 
council ban freedom camping at: 
Achilles Crescent Reserve, Dacre Park, 
Devonport Domain, Fort Takapuna 
Reserve, George Gair Lookout,  
Lansdowne Reserve, Marine Parade 
Reserve Bayswater, Narrow Neck 
beach, Queens Parade Reserve, 
Vauxhall sports fields and Mt Cambria 
Reserve.

Freedom camping 
heavily restricted 

in Devonport

Central Landscapes to make way 
for recycling-centre expansion  

The Devonport branch of Central Landscapes 
will move out of its Lake Rd site by 1 September.

The Devonport Recycling Centre will take 
over the space to expand its operations due to 
increased demand.

Recycling centre director Andrew Walters 
said when the centre took over the lease of 
the site two-and-a-half years ago, residents 
had wanted landscaping products retained and 
Central was given a three-month rolling lease.

Auckland Council was moving to redevelop 
the site and an enlarged recycling centre is part 
of the plan, Walters said.

“We see trucks taking bins of building waste 
up Lake Rd, adding to the congestion.”

The extra space at the recycling centre would 
mean a lot of this waste could be reduced and 
recycled without having to go to landfill.

Walters was talking to the managers of 
Central Landscapes about offering its two 
Devonport workers jobs at the recycling centre.

Some Devonport residents will be disappoint-
ed at the loss of landscaping supplies locally. 
But Walters said he was open to talking to 
people about the provision of a limited number 
of landscaping products, such as compost.  The 
green-waste drop-off would continue and in 
the future there was a possibility it could be 
composted on-site. 

With increased space there are opportunities 
“for Devonport to lead the way in becoming 
a zero-waste community.” More space was 
needed to deal with the rise in e-waste, Walters 
said. With a more broad-based recycling centre, 
community engagement and educational oppor-
tunities can be enhanced. Recently Belmont and 
Bayswater primary schools and Narrow Neck 
Play Centre have had tours of the recycling 
centre. 

“We are the only waste facility in Auckland 
that allows schools to visit because we can han-
dle the health-and-safety aspects,” said Walters.

TGS top of the table in North Harbour rugby comp
Takapuna Grammar (TGS) 1st XV beat 

Orewa College 48-12 last weekend to remain 
undefeated this season. 

The side is currently top of the North 
Harbour 1st XV table, with the win putting 

them ahead of Westlake Boys, who TGS 
drew with earlier in the season. 

TGS has five games left in pool play, and 
are looking sure to make at least the semi- 
finals this year.
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The Devonport Flagstaff 
took out two top places 
and was runner-up in four 
other categories at the New 
Zealand Community News-
paper Association (NZCNA) 
Awards held in Rotorua this 
month.

Flagstaff reporter Maire 
Vieth was named best senior 
sports journalist for the third 
year in a row.

The Flagstaff team also 
won the best-headline writ-
ing award.

The paper was runner-up 
for best front page and  most 
improved newspaper. Sum-
mer publication Destination 
Devonport was second in 
best advertising feature. 
Flagstaff editor Rob Drent 
was runner up in the best 
senior journalist category, 
following on from his re-
cent win as best community reporter in the 
national Voyager Media Awards.

Of  Vieth’s entry, Judge Armin Lindenberg 
said: “Maire has been part of the Flagstaff 
team for several years, and she has a won-
derful creative writing style all of her own.” 

“I’m not sure if live sport or blow-by-blow 
accounts are her bag. But if you are looking 
for a good read, with real human interest and 
an ability to engage the reader from start to 
finish, Maire delivers on every count.” 

Best-headline judge Virginia Larsen said 
the Devonport Flagstaff  “gets the winner’s 
flag for six crisp headlines. Wit and clever 
wordplay abound, but never at the expense 
of clarity for readers.”

Her favourite was: Never mind the garage 
bands, here’s Shed (Flagstaff, 16 June 2017), 

which topped a story about a rising Devon-
port band. Janayah sings like an angel of 
the Lorde (Flagstaff, 1 December 2017 — a 
headline on a story about Belmont Interme-
diate singer Janayah Wadsworth winning the 
school’s singing contest for the second time) 
also grabbed Larsen’s attention. 

In the best front-page category, judge 
Stuart Howie said of the Flagstaff entry: 
“Sometimes the best things come in small 
packages.”

Drent said he was particularly pleased 

for Vieth, who had been at the paper for six 
years, but had taken a break from journalism 
due to ill health. 

“Maire has been getting great stories right 
from the start and has a real empathy for her 
subjects – something that can’t be taught.”

The NZCNA Awards are open to more 
than 80 member newspapers around the 
country — all of which are independently 
owned.

The Star, Christchurch, won best newspa-
per for the second year in a row.

Awards winners… the Flagstaff team in celebratory mode at the 
NZCNA dinner: (from left to right) Rob Drent (editor),  
Peter Wilson (publisher), Emelia Lake (advertising sales)  
and Jo Hammer (subeditor).

Winning team flys the Devonport flag nationally 

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Mortgage Market Comment
Competition for mortgages is still rife amongst the 

banks despite the tighter servicing requirements. Income 
[affordability] is often the main constraint for first-home 
buyers in particular – as a rough guide, you can borrow 
around five or six times your gross income, which makes 
things more challenging in Auckland.

We have dealt with several fixed-rate ‘refixes’ saving 
people up to 0.30% (that’s $1,500pa on a $500k mortgage). 
Some are saving up to 1.50% (that’s $7,500pa on a $500k 
mortgage) by switching from floating to fixed rates. Check 
with us – no cost, and no application or financials required.

We have also dealt with more debt consolidations, usually 
associated with credit cards and IRD debt. Remember, a 
credit card is best used for convenience and Airpoints and 
paid off each month. Otherwise it is a very expensive form 
of debt!
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Putting the artistry in dentistry, Dr. Clarence 
Tam and her team at Tam Dental Group are ex-
cited to bring a positive change to Devonport. 

Dr. Tam took over John Kelly’s dental 
practice at the beginning of the month, after 
waiting to work in Devonport a long time. 

“I really love the vibe. Eventually I would 
like to buy a villa here. I really do love 
Devonport,” she says. “I contacted John 
proactively to see if I could work with him 
as an associate, just because I really wanted 
to work in Devonport. Then he mentioned he 
was selling.” 

Originally from Toronto, Dr. Tam specialises 
in cosmetic and restorative dentistry and 
describes her work as a form of art. 

“We want to make teeth look like teeth” 
she says. “When you lose tooth structure, we 
want to replicate what nature intended, instead 
of something that looks like it’s been pushed 
in with someone’s thumb. We are creating 
dentistry that lasts, dentistry for life.” 

Dr Tam is the Chairperson and a director 
of the New Zealand Academy of Cosmetic 
Dentistry. She is the first and only person in 
Australasia to hold Board-Certified Accredited 

Member status with the American Academy 
of Cosmetic Dentistry. Passionate about edu-
cation, she is frequently lecturing across Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. 

Dr Madison Chang is the primary dentist at 
the Devonport practice, and is already enjoy-
ing working with locals.

“The people are so nice, I feel like I’m in a 
different country when I come to Devonport” 
she says.

Dr Chang graduated from Otago University 
and originally worked in Christchurch. “I have 
a passion for dentistry. I will listen while put-
ting your needs and my values together. I al-
ways conserve as much tooth structure as pos-
sible. Nothing beats having your own teeth!” 

While Dr Tam and her team are making 
many positive changes to the practice, some 
things will remain the same. “I want to bring 
the same stability that John brought to all of 
his patients. 

Every single member of my team is neu-
rotically passionate about attention to detail. 
We’re here to deliver” she says. 

Dr Tam would like the community to know 
that she has an open-door policy.

“I want to extend an open invitation to the 
community to come through and just have a 
look at our practice.” 

Tam Dental Group is located at  
2 Fleet Street, formerly John Kelly  
Dental Surgery. Phone 445 4574. 

Putting the artistry in dentistry

TAM DENTAL GROUP   |   2 FLEET STREET, DEVONPORT   |   PH 445 4574

www.clarencetam.co.nz
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Gabe posts top result leading into world squash juniors
Belmont Park squash player Gabe Yam 

posted the best result of his career this month 
making the semi-finals of the New Zealand 
nationals.

Gabe (17) lost to eventual winner, and 
world number 10, Paul Coll in the semi-final, 
but knocked out fourth seed Luke Jones to get 
through to the top four.

“It was a great result for me as I was 12th 
seed,” said Gabe, a Year 13 student at Westlake 
Boys High School.

He is the one of the youngest players, if not 
the youngest, to have reached the semi-finals 
of the senior national squash champs.

Ironically, Gabe lost to Coll in the 2017 
nationals, but in the second round. “So it’s a 
big improvement,” Gabe said.

“It was a really great experience playing 
him…he was definitely more patient, with 
better shot selection and he gets onto the ball 
a lot earlier.” 

While he lost the match 3-0, in one game 
Gabe came within a couple of points of win-
ning it.

Coll’s advice to Gabe was to “be more domi-
nant on the court and make my presence felt on 
the T” [the centre of the court]. Although Gabe 
concedes this is easier said than done when you 
are scampering around after the shots of the 
Commonwealth Games silver medallist. 

In the third-fourth place play-off, Gabe lost to 
seasoned professional Lance Beddoes. 

Gabe made it through one more round than 
clubmate, friend and rival Matthew Lucente 
who is higher ranked. However, Matthew had a 
harder draw, coming up against second-seeded 
Evan Williams in the quarter-finals. Williams, 
a Commonwealth Games representative this 
year, lost to Coll in the final.

Gabe and Matthew leave on 13 July for the 
world junior champs in India. But there isn’t 
much of a let-up before then.

Gabe is training 12 to 14 hours per week and 
will play in a PSA professional tournament this 

weekend at the Squash XL courts in West Auck-
land. Then it is on to the North Island Junior Age 
Group Championships in Wellington from 7-9 
July, “which will be a tune-up,” for the world 
champs, said Gabe.

Coll, who returned to New Zealand primar-
ily for the national champs, had recently also 
“had a hit” with the top juniors during his stay, 
Gabe said.

Taking it to senior players… 
Gabe Yam (left), a surprise  
semi-finalist at the New Zealand 
squash champs, steps out on 
court with eventual winner  
Paul Coll. Gabe in action (at right)

50-75%
OFF ALL CLOTHING

25% OFF
SCARVES, SHOES, BAGS & CUSHIONS

MASSIVE 
CLEARANCE

SALE
LA CHOSETTE

61 Victoria Road
Open 10 - 4pm Monday – SaturdayLA CHOSETTE
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Public-private commercial option for old council chambers

Visitor centre numbers plummet after move off mainstreet
The number of visitors to the Devonport 

information centre have more than halved 
since it moved from its 3 Victoria Rd location.

In the 19 days since  the centre was “evict-
ed” from the old Devonport Borough Council 
buildings, 198 walk-ins had been logged, 
compared to the same period in 2017, which 
had 502 walk-ins, volunteer Lynn Dawson 
told the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
last week.

Around 21,000 people had visited the centre 
over the course of a year. But clearly this level 

of visits would be impacted by its relocation 
to The Arcade, she said.

The information centre had used only 
around 45sqm of the 200sqm ground floor at 
3 Victoria Rd, so there was plenty of room for 
other tenants, Dawson said. 

The removal of occupants from 3 Victoria 
Rd has also affected the Devonport Museum. 
Its exhibition of World War 1 photography had 
drawn visitors from all round the North Island. 
The museum was difficult to find without a 
central presence giving directions, she said. 

A joint council-commercial redevelopment of 
the old Devonport Borough Council buildings 
is an option to pay for earthquake-strengthening 
and ongoing rent, a new report says.

Council should retain ownership of the build-
ing, with commercial space leased out upstairs 
and a section behind the building sold off to 
help fund the redevelopment. This is according 
to a Tattico consultants report commissioned 
by the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board to 
evaluate if the building had a future for com-
munity services.

The current CV of 3 Victoria Rd is $3.5 
million. The seismic upgrade is estimated at 
$500,000 to $600,000. The cost of a full heritage 
restoration would be around $2.4 million, the 
report said.

While the building should be retained in pub-
lic ownership, the inclusion of Harmony Hall 
(the home of Devonport senior citizens, which 
backs onto the site), into the redevelopment mix 
could also be considered, Grey Power President 
Bill Rayner told the board last week.

 Report author John Duthie said meetings 
had been held with senior managers at Panuku 
(Auckland Council’s property arm).

“The impression I have got is they would 
have a serious look at the proposals and work 
with the board,” said Duthie

Ian Wheeler from Panuku said it would work 

through the options in the report “to find a viable 
way forward.” 

Board member Grant Gillon said he was 
disappointed with the report as Tattico had 
only spoken to three community groups as part 
of is evaluation. He had “no confidence in Ian 
Wheeler’s words”, given the way Panuku had 
managed the process so far. It had moved the 
building from social use to a commercial listing 
in its portfolio,  which took decision-making out 
of the local board’s hands. 

Gillon said he would not go as far as saying 
it was “dishonest”, but it was “slight of hand” 
and not open or done in partnership with the 
local board.

Panuku had also said it would do nothing at 
the building prior to the Tattico report. But it had 
given all the tenants at the building a 31 May 
eviction deadline.

Gillon was unconvinced the building was 
not “going to be put on the block and sold off.”

Wheeler disagreed with Gillon on the eviction 
allegations. “Evicting them was not the process 
(followed)…we have been quite flexible with 
the timing.”

Board member Mike Cohen said  that in real-
ity, giving the community groups that occupied 
3 Victoria Rd the chance to stay, but only at 
commercial rents, meant moving out was the 
only option. 

Board member Mike Sheehy questioned 
some of the costs in the report. “$2.4 million 
(for a heritage restoration) sounds pretty hefty.”

Gillon said the seismic-repair costs had be-
came “a huge distraction.” They did not have to 
be completed for another 30 years. 

Cohen added that 3 Victoria Rd was to be 
included in a three-building council pilot for 
earthquake-strengthening but the budget had 
disappeared. 

Rayner and Trish Deans of Devonport Herit-
age 2017 both spoke in support of retaining the 
building in community use.

Rayner supported the option of a community 
trust as a partner in the building’s future and the 
possibility of using money from the council’s 
built heritage fund to restore it. 

• The local board passed a motion asking 
council to retain the building for community 
use, with council as the owner.  The board wants 
Panuku to work with it over any changes and 
asked council officers to report on what had 
happened to the earthquake budget and the lack 
of ongoing maintenance on the building.

healthy mouth 
= healthy life

Dr. Andrew Steele
BDS (Otago)

445 0097

DEVONPORT
DENTALCARE Dr. Andrew Steele BDS Otago

We now have the latest technology 
from Switzerland to give you the  

best clean and polish ever
Incredible results. Removes stains. 

Fast and pain-free.
Introducing Air-Flow Therapy 

Book now for your stunning smile. 
Ph 445 0097 or email info@devonportdental.co.nz

Community coordinator 
moves to Fort Takapuna

The emptying out of the old 
Devonport Borough Council Buildings 
is continuing with the Devonport 
Community Coordinator relocated to 
barracks at Fort Takapuna.

A lease for two rooms was granted by 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
last week.

The Devonport visitor information 
centre – run by the Devonport Business 
Association – has already moved from 
the  historic building at 3 Victoria Rd, 
around the corner to the Arcade.

Board members reluctantly approved 
the lease – as the Community Co-
ordinator’s preference had been to 
continue to be centrally located at 3 
Victoria Rd. 
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I was taken aback when Auckland 
Transport (AT) told us its latest road count 
figures for Lake Rd were collected in 2015.  
I find this hard to believe, and astounding 
if it is true. 

The AT spokesman told us: “Don’t worry 
we will be doing new counts in the next few 
months as part of the business case”. The 
spend of $47 million on Lake Rd improve-
ments has just been confirmed.

Is this really good enough?
Lake Rd has been a problem for years, 

development is moving ahead at pace 
on the peninsula and it seems AT has no 
knowledge of current traffic movements.

Significantly, council decisions on hous-
ing intensification are being made, it seems, 
with recourse to outdated traffic data.

Monitoring technology has transformed 
statistical analysis in recent years, and 
could easily be applied to Lake Rd. 

Ironically, AT is immersed in a ‘Smart 
City’ technology trial at the car park outside 
the ferry building, with state-of-the-art sen-
sors to monitor everything from air quality 
to pedestrian and cycle movements and car 

parking and electric-vehicle trends.
Up-to-date traffic counts on Lake Rd 

are also important for event management, 
car pooling and basic time management 
for locals.

On the wider issue of car use and 
education of the public, AT has been 
poor. Its chairman Lester Levy said last 
week there was no immediate solution 
to congestion with the amount of cars 
clogging Auckland roads.

But when was the last time you saw an 
AT advert in the Flagstaff asking you to 
leave your car at home? Or catch public 
transport?

I’m not in favour of the Flight of the 
Albatross Sculpture being placed on 
Victoria Wharf. It’s just been approved 
by the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board. 
But I felt it was out of place as an albatross 
had nothing to do with Devonport. We are 
in effect getting a hand-me-down work, 
unwanted on the other side of the harbour.

I also have reservations about the 
consultation process conducted by council 
officers. Stakeholders consulted were 
various art groups and the Devonport 
Business Association. Locals in general, 
or fishermen who actually use the wharf, 
were not surveyed.

Perhaps here is an example of canvassing 
the groups who would give counicl the 
answer it wanted?

And don’t forget a sculpture mooted for 
near the library to commemorate Devonport 
as the first place where women voted in an 
election, was knocked back by council.

I know exactly what the late Polly 
Pollock’s reaction would have been to the 
slips that have closed the walkway she 
spent years building alongside Ngataringa 
Bay. Despite the gates banning the public 
from entering the slip area, Polly would no 
doubt have headed out, rain or shine, as she 
always did, with little more than a shovel 
and a wheelbarrow and her sausage-like 
gardener’s fingers to remake the path. 

After decades of covering local body 
meetings, I’ve seen some fairly humorous 
statistical comparisons. One arose last week 
from local board member Grant Gillon, in 
a discussion over the long-term future of 
3 Victoria Rd. Alluding to any possibility 
of a cafe being located there, Gillon said 
Devonport already had 49 cafes – according 
to him, more cafes per head of population 
than the ratio of churches to people in 
Wellsford. 

We are kicking off the Flagstaff Green 
Pages in our next issue. If you have any 
ideas or suggestions or stories of green 
innovations or initiatives, or tales of what 
people are doing to better the environment, 
email us at news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

The best holidays are created together.
House of Travel Devonport
55 Victoria road, deVonport
09 445 4211 |  deVonport@hot.co.nz

SUPERDEALS 2019
•�Fly�Free�to�Europe�economy�class
•�Fly�Business�Class�from�$5995.00�per�person*
•�Pay�no�Solo�supplement
•�Plus�book�a�river�cruise�15-days�or�more�and�receive�

a�set�of�luggage�per�couple
 Book�any�APT�holiday�at�Devonport�House�of�Travel�

and�receive�an�additional�$500�off�your�tour���
per�couple

*Conditions�apply.�See�in-store�for�details

APT RIVER CRUISES

EUROPE LUXURY

RIVER CRUISING 
AND LAND AND RAIL JOURNEYS

By Rob 
Drent
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One of New Zealand’s most significant 
war monuments has been targeted by tag-
gers. The disappearing gun at Maungauika/
North Head was defaced by tags just over 
a week ago.

The artillery was installed in 1897 and is 
called a disappearing gun because it van-
ished underground after each shot.

Numerous other tags around monuments 
and buildings on North Head appeared to be 
from the same graffiti spree.

While tagging comes and goes in Devon-
port, it is rare for the disappearing gun to be  
targeted, although not the first time. A De-
partment of Conservation spokesperson said 
a contractor will be removing the graffiti.

Disappearing gun hit by taggers 

Big Sing a big win for Takapuna Grammar vocalists

Blot on the landscape… 
tags marr the visitor experience 
at the disappearing gun

Takapuna Grammar School has picked up five 
awards at the 2018 Big Sing Auckland regional 
choral competition at Auckland Town Hall.

Leonessa, Takapuna Grammar’s (TGS) 
premier girls choir, won four awards: best 
performance (Choral Art composition), best 
performance (New Zealand or Pasifika), run-
ner-up (Other Styles) and runner-up in the A 
capella Award.  It will now compete at the Big 
Sing National Final  in Wellington in late August.

The Performance Prize was presented to the 
TGS Sultans of Sing choir.

 The adjudicator noted the TGS performances 
included “spine-tingling moments,” “lovely 
blend and balance” and “very impressive in-
tonation and presentation.”  Ninety-four TGS 
students took part in the 12 June competition.

TGS conductor Jacob Moore said: “The hard 
work that the staff and students put in is being 
reflected in the positive reception from the com-
munity and recognition at the Big Sing.”

Hard work ends on a high note… Leonessa on stage at Auckland Town Hall

wolfbig 
Bad
The most misunderstood character 
in fairytale history.

18 – 21 JUL
Bruce Mason Centre
aucklandlive.co.nz

Written by Matthew Whittet HURRY!  
THESE SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS
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My bike (a blue Raceline  Comp), was stolen 
from the covered bike stand on Devonport Wharf 
on May 29. The theft took place in broad day-
light, within six feet of a CCTV camera, and the 
thief would have had to use a bulky bolt-cutter 
to break the bike lock. 

The police did look into it, but informed me 
that no CCTV footage was available from Auck-
land Transport Operations Centre. This begs 
the question: what do the security people on the 
wharf actually do? And secondly, what are these 
CCTV cameras actually for? It seems that these 
so-called security measures do nothing but lull 
people into a false sense of security. 

To avoid the same fate, I suggest that cyclists 
avoid the shelter altogether and park their bikes 
in full public view, either by the bus stop or 
adjacent to the scooter park. And use a D lock 
and not a cable lock – the latter offering little 
or no protection from a determined crim with a 
decent-sized bolt-cutter.  
Jamie Gray

Devonport community  
one of the most intolerant

Trish Jenner’s letter in the Flagstaff (June 
15) claims Devonport is not a “roll over and 
accept it” sort of place. I agree. The original 
residents of the Devonport peninsula – Maori 
– are certainly not rolling over and accepting 
the desecration of their Tūpuna Maunga (an-
cestral mountains) any longer. 

It is typical of the intolerant attitude of 
Devonport residents that they fail to grasp 
the larger historical picture of the Takarunga 
issue. Of the three maunga in Devonport that  
hold sacred importance to Maori, one has 
been quarried away and the other two heavily 

modified. Protection is long overdue.
The pedestrianisation of Maungawhau (Mt. 

Eden) has been successful. People feel safer 
on top without carloads of teenagers drinking 
and smoking, and people are forced to get 
active. Those with mobility issues or a need 
to be on the mountain are easily provided 
access by a council code on the barrier arm.

However, none of these things matter to the 
Devonport community, one of the most intol-
erant in this country, who would ratherspout 
racism again and again. Shame.
Jack Buckley

Support your  

paper for the price 

of a cup of coffee. 

Go to 

devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  

‘Become a supporter’  

at the top  

of the page.

Learn the essential 
sewing skills in a fun and 

relaxed environment. 
Working through various 
creative sewing projects. 
Classes for kids starting 
Term 3. Private lessons 

also available for all ages. 

for more information 
www.exhibit12.com/classes 

Sewing 
Classes

Security and CCTV 
cameras failing

Gift wrapped books and children’s
activities for birthdays

Check out our website and order online

paradoxbooksdevonport@gmail.com
www.paradoxbooks.co.nz

PARADOX BOOKS

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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Maunga Authority needs locals’ consent not their anger
So the Tupuna Maunga Authority (TMA) 

wants cars off the mountain. Why? What’s the 
benefit? Is it for an ancient Maori feeling? Or 
is it a strategy to make money? 

So what do we lose? We know it’s the best 
place to go when it’s wet and stormy to view 
the world from the safe comfort of your car 
and calm your nerves. It’s also the best place to 
take your partner and talk over life’s troubles. 
Mental health is way more important than a 
Maori feeling or the urge of the TMA to take 

power over others. 
It is worth remembering too that it is not the 

government that paid Maori their compensa-
tion, but the taxpayer. The very community 
living at the bottom of the hill. We own the 
mountain as much as anyone else. If the TMA 
really wants to ride roughshod over us, it is 
worth remembering that though they might 
control the mountain it is the community that 
controls the perimeter. They need our consent 
not our anger. Dave Best

Regarding the (proposed) new petrol 
pumps at Tainui Rd, the thought also crossed 
my mind that actually electric-vehicle (EV) 
charging would be more useful than petrol 
pumps.  

We need to phase out petrol cars very 
quickly.  Climate change impacts are hitting 
all of us;  for example:  rain destroying food 
crops around the country, and more high tides 
flowing across the road by the golf course. 
We’re all in this together and we need to 

be joining the dots about how our own deci-
sions, such as car use, lead to greenhouse-gas 
emissions.

I bought an electric car for just this reason.  
But I also realised that EVs do nothing to 
reduce congestion, and their availability en-
courages us to continue the habit of private car 
ownership. I still take the bus to work and look 
forward to being able to hire an EV for an hour 
or so when I need it, rather than owning one. 

Jean Wignell 

Electric chargers a better option than petrol pumps

The South African war memorial foun-
tain on the corner of Victoria Road and 
Flagstaff Terrace was stripped down for 
repair last Friday (June 15). Due to the 
age of the fountain (it was unveiled in 
1903), the central piping had corroded 
and broken off.

The pipework has been replaced with a 

reinforced hose through the feature centre and 
an extra valve fitted in order for the feature 
to operate correctly.

It is now functioning as it should for the en-
joyment of Devonport residents and visitors 
alike. Agnes McCormack, Auckland 
Council Head of Operational Man-
agement and Maintenance  

Fountain stripped down and now operational

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008
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Serving You First

Winter Fun Preschool Play
Tuesdays, 19 June to 30 October, 9:30am-11am 

The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont  
Toddler time to play with big toys, be active and 
make new friends. Sessions are casual/free entry, 

caregiver supervision required. For more info, 
contact Moira or Maria ph: 445 9533 or email:  

maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

rosetalks: Dave veart
Archaeology of Maori Settlement of  

Devonport Peninsula – Tuesday 3 July, 7:30pm 
The Rose Centre, 4 School Road, Belmont  

Local historian and all-round personality, Dave 
Veart, will present an historical and archaeological 

review of Ma-ori settlement of the Devonport 
Peninsula. The area was one of the first places 
to be settled by the East Polynesian colonists, 

evidenced by stone tools found in the area. The 
moa ovens found at Torpedo Bay also indicate 
early settlement. Dave will look at why it was 

such an early settlement and touch on the later 
history. Cost: Free entry or by gold-coin koha.

chilDMinDer’s  
certiFicate WorkshoP

Wednesday 11 July, 10:30am-2:30pm 
Devonport Community House

The Child Minder’s Certificate workshop for teens, 
run by the Parenting Place, will cover practical 

advice on how to establish your business, informa-
tion on developmental needs for children, ideas 
for play and first aid. Cost is $50 per person and 
places are limited. Book at www.parentingplace.nz

DevonPort chaMber  
orchestra concert

Sunday 15th July, 2pm,  
Holy Trinity Church, 20 Church St, Devonport
Presenting cellist Catherine Kwak and conductor 
Canwei Li, this concert features Rossini: Barber 

of Seville Overture and Elgar: Cello Concerto in E 
minor. Tickets $15, children under 12 free.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email  
us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

445 9533  |  dportcomm@xtra.co.nz

OUT & ABOUT
with MARIA TEAPE

027 245 3392  c.wetzell@barfoot.co.nz

0800 248 521  i.cunliffe@barfoot.co.nz

Carol Wetzell
Proudly supported by

Ian Cunliffe

Devonport 09 445 2010 | www.barfoot.co.nz

SUMMER FUN PRESCHOOL PLAY 
Tuesdays 9:30-11:00am at Windsor Reserve
Thursdays, 9:30-11:00am at Bayswater Park
A FREE fun time for preschoolers to play with 
big toys, be active and to make new friends. 
Bring your toddler and a coffee and enjoy our 

beautiful parks! For more information,  
contact Carolyn or Maria on ph: 445 9533.

COMMUNITY NETWORK MEETING
Thursday 12th November 10am - 12 noon

Devonport Yacht Club, 25 King Edward Parade
A quarterly meeting to promote networking 

among residents and local community groups.  
Meet new Community Constable Jasmine Bundle.
Hear from Auckland Council about the new dog 
and alcohol by-laws plus about changes to the 
Inorganic Collection programme, and from Cliff 

Heywood of the Navy Museum about their latest 
projects. All welcome and morning tea provided. 

Contact Maria on phone: 445 9533 or email: 
maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PLUNKET SPRING FAMILY FUNDRAISER
Sunday 22nd November, 10am on

Plunket Rooms, 1/3 Wairoa Rd, Devonport
Fun for all the family with a bouncy castle, 
dance instructor, facepainting, games, live 

music, bbq, raffles, coffee van, icecream, baked 
goodies and more!  Visit https://www.facebook.
com/PlunketDevonportTakapuna/ for more info.

WELCOME TO DEVONPORT 
Friday 27th November, 10:30am

Corelli’s Café, 46 Victoria Rd, Devonport
New to Devonport or interested in meeting 

others from your community? You are warmly 
invited to Welcome to Devonport to find out 
more about what’s on and meet some new 

faces. Contact Rebecca ph: 445 3068 or Maria 
ph: 445 9533.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS,  
a monthly email listing of community events, 
and other community notices, please email us  

at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz
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Sensors are quietly revolutionising our lives: monitoring movements from trains, cars, rubbish trucks 
and, increasingly, human bodies. Thor Besier has been at the forefront of biomechanics research, 
launching groundbreaking data-capture company IMeasureU and now involved in a second start-up. 
The Nelson/Tasman raised academic and entrepreneur spoke to Rob Drent.

At the cutting edge of biomechanics

Springboard award in 2015.
 The start-up Besier launched to develop 

IMeasureU was sold last year to Vicon.
Born in Australia and brought up in the 

Nelson/Tasman area, he completed an hon-
ours degree in physical education at Otago 
University. A soccer player and keen wind-
surfer, Besier decided to study for his PhD 
in Perth as it was a mecca for windsurfing. 

He specialised in biomechanics.
His work began to move from academia to 

the mainstream through the study of Austral-
ian Football League (AFL) players, many of 
whom were suffering knee injuries. 

In 1996, limited scientific studies were 
available to show how the knee joint per-
formed with the sidestepping and running 
needed in the AFL arena.  Besier worked on 

Pioneering and commercialising biomechanics... Thor Besier 

• An independent design service

•  Commercial and residential  
projects completed throughout 
New Zealand and Australia

•  Complete design, drafting, 
tender management, building 
consent, resource consent  
application work and contract 
management services provided 

•  A personal approach with each 
and every client. 

“We will help you to make the best 
choices for your situation”

Contact Patrick Malloch 
021 204 2215

patrick@malloch.org.nz

malloch
architecture

Devonport has proved the ideal home 
base for Thor Besier’s parallel academic 
and business lives. 

After a stellar academic career that 
saw postings to the University of West-
ern Australia and Stanford, Besier re-
turned to New Zealand in 2011 and took 
up work at the University of Auckland.  

Besier was happy at Stanford, and 
wife Sonia was an electrical engineer 
specialising in radio frequency in Sil-
icon Valley’s semi-conductor industry.

However, they decided to come to 
Auckland for family reasons. “We made 
the decision to bring up the kids in New 
Zealand.”

 Children Frida (10) and Teo (8) were 
born in California; youngest Mika (3) 
was born in New Zealand.

“When we came back I’d only ever 
visited the North Island once before – I 
went from Otago to Western Australia 
– so knew nothing about Devonport.”

“My sister said we should check out 
Devonport; it was an easy commute by 
ferry and it’s had everything we could 
want for our family and raising kids.”

To some, Auckland may seem a long 
way from the power bases of American 
academia and research. For Besier it has 
been the opposite, with the opportunity to 
combine his academic knowledge with an 
entrepreneurial spirit. 

In 2013, he won a Marsden Fund award 
along with the Spark $100k Challenge and 
the University of Auckland Entrepreneurs 
Challenge. And the IMeasureU sensor he 
and a team developed won a New Zealand 
Innovation Award in 2014 and a Samsung 

Hitting reverse on saggy skin!
With… “Plasma Skin Tightening”

A revolutionary beauty procedure  
helping you to considerably reduce loose 

and excessive skin on eyelids, face & neck.
It is non-surgical & non-invasive and  

the results are comparable  
to that of cosmetic surgery!

Contact us for more information  
and a consultation

09 445 7077
info@skinsense.co.nz
www.skinsense.co.nz

Before                              After
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an intervention plan used by players at the 
time. And it’s still being used today by the 
international soccer federation FIFA in its 
11+ warm-up programme.

“Its quite cool that FIFA picked it up and 
are using some of the fundamental research,” 
says Besier.

Besier has always been an academic but 
he has a strong entrepreneurial side as well. 
The first start-up he was involved in was “out 
of Dunedin in 1995” – a video-analysis com-
pany, which is still operating. It has worked 
with the British Lawn Tennis Association and 
Australian Cricket. When he was in Western 
Australia, he was involved in a consultancy 
business on the biomechanics of athletes: in-
jury prevention and improving performance.

Besier won a postdoctoral scholarship 
to Stanford University, where he began 
specialising in orthopaedic research. He 
established the university’s performance lab, 
and worked with 900 athletes. He was there 
for eight years.

These days, he works four days a week as 
an associate professor at the Auckland Bio-
engineering Institute (ABI). The institute has 
250 staff, with members from all disciplines, 
many experts in their fields. Ironically, ABI 
is better known internationally than it is in 
New Zealand, Besier says.

For the remainder of his university time, 
Besier is attached to the Department of 
Engineering Science in the Faculty of En-
gineering.

The mixture of research grants, business 
grants and postgraduate funding that funnels 
its way into bodies like ABI seems to fit ide-
ally with Besier’s experience, international 
connections and mentoring abilities.

It was ABI student Mark Finch who devel-
oped a small sensor in 2011 that had obvious 
commercial possibilities. 

“It was inductably charged – it was water-
proof and bulletproof.

“I said to Mark, ‘we have got to commer-
cialise this.’”  IMeasureU was born. 

 Besier knew the swimming director at the 
Australian Institute of Sport from his Otago 
University days and quickly the sensor was 
deployed for research. Its potential was clear, 
Finch became CEO of the business, research 
contracts were signed and the company was 
awarded a residency at The Icehouse.

The sensor measures loads on the skeleton 
and lower limbs and has proved particularly 
applicable to basketball. GPS systems can 

track players’ movements — but what hap-
pens if they are standing still and jumping? 

IMeasureU can calculate loads on knees: 
information that is vital for coaches and 
players in match conditions and training. 
Questions such as what kind of training 
session is best after a hard match, which 
has been tough on the joints, are much more 
easily answered.

 ImeasureU worked with the New Zealand 
Breakers for a couple of years. It has just 
won grant, funded by General Electric and 
the NBA to work with  Harvard University, 
to monitor teams in the NBA, specifically to 
measure how bone density is affected by load. 

The sale last year to Vicon was “perfect 

timing” for the company.
“Vicon wanted us for our business” what 

had been achieved and the quality of the 
IMeasureU product,” Besier says. Staff were 
retained to continue product development.

Earlier this year, Besier became a director 
of Formus Labs, a company formed in 2016 
by another Kiwi engineering student Ju 
Zhang as its chief executive. It has a staff 
of four.

Formus Labs is developing customised 
orthotics, with the help of 3D-printing tech-
nology. The potential to save time is massive. 
For example, a hip that can take 40 hours for 
an engineer to design can be produced in just 
four hours.

Besier is comfortable having a foot in both 
the academic and commerical worlds.

Conflicts of interest can be declared, and 
students have the opportunity to put into 
commercial application what they learn at 
university. 

Auckland’s leading theatre for children
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Co-working on 
the wharf.
Desks from $40 per day
Come and try us for free!
Enquiries:  office@levelonehq.com    09 320 0655  

LEVEL ONE HQ
Co-working and Collaboration

LEVEL ONE HQ.com Co-working and Collaboration

 “To some, Auckland 
may seem a long way 
from the power bases 
of American academia 

and research.  
For Besier it has  

been the opposite.”
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A preliminary investigation into the two slips 
at Polly’s Park has found they were the result of 
heavy rain run-off, and not caused by the Ryman 
retirement home construction works alongside.

The area of land close to the estuary has 
been previously assessed “as having signs of 
instability that were not recent”, a Tonkin & 
Taylor report has found.

The waterside land shows numerous slips 
that have occurred in the past, said the report, 
after an inspection requested by Ryman. Three 
landslips have occurred in the last year along 
the water’s edge. 

“The western slip occurred before any con-
struction started at the site, while the central and 
eastern slips took place during heavy rainfall (on 
June 2 and 4.)

“All three slips appear to have a similar 
mechanism of failure, with heavy rainfall 
causing instability. All three of the recent slips 
are assessed as being a natural regression of the 
weathered material along the coastline.

“We do not believe they have occurred as a 
direct result of any construction at the (Ryman) 
site above,” the report said.

Tonkin & Taylor said the coastal walkway 
went through the slips and there was a risk of 
further erosion. The walkway should be closed 
as it poses an “unacceptable level of hazard”, 
and remain shut until the “safety risks are better 
understood.”

Councillor Chris Darby has been monitor-
ing the situation. “I have asked a couple of 
follow-up questions of the earthworks officer 
to give me more comfort:  Did run-off from 
the site contribute in any way to the slips? And 
is run-off adequately controlled and associated 
works compliant?”

Architect and local resident Graham Pitts 
said he is concerned about the damage the “sig-
nificant deposits of silt” discharged during the 
rain have caused to Ngataringa Bay, a Marine 
1 Significant Ecological Area.

 “This contamination may have some very 
serious adverse effects on the Ngataringa Bay 

Polly’s Park slips not caused by Ryman works: report

shell banks and tidal areas, which are resting 
places and feeding grounds for a significant 
number of endangered and vulnerable shore-
birds,” Pitts said.

 He wants “more consideration given to 
management of the site works and stormwater 
collection and disposal by the design team and 
Auckland Council.”  Department of Conserva-
tion (DoC) is charged with administering the 
marginal strip. But as part of Ryman Health-
care’s resource consent, Ryman is responsible 
for restoring the walking track affected by the 

Major earthworks…the Ryman 
site (top), silting in Ngataringa 
Bay (above) and one of the 
landslips (right) 

Approval for an application to set up a 
controversial new bottle shop in Clarence 
St should be granted, according to 
documents to be presented to a district 
licensing committee hearing this week.

The hearing into the BP Trading 
Company’s application to set up a 
Liquorland Boutique store at what was a 
long-standing video shop, was to due to 
start this Thursday in Takapuna, after the 
Flagstaff went to press.

Neither police, the Medical Officer of 
Health nor licensing authorities oppose 
the application, alcohol licensing 
inspector Clare Sturzaker said in a report.

No concerns over the applicant’s 
suitability were found, she said.

“There is no reason to believe the 
amenity and good order of the locality 
would likely be reduced, to more than a 

minor extent, by the effects of the issue 
of the licence.”

“At this stage I am unable to say that 
there will be an increase in preloading 
or drinking in cars within the nearby car 
parks or at the reserve around the corner,” 
said Sturzaker.

The bottle shop wants a 9am to 10am 
licence, for seven days a week.

“This seems appropriate given the 
nature of the locality,” which also has 
liquor outlets New World and Glengarry 
wines nearby, Sturzaker said.

Around 50 submitters have objected 
to the proposal. 
Their key concerns included: 
•  Proximity to Devonport Creche and 

Devonport Community House and the 
risk of drunkenness and bad behaviour 
in its car park.

•  The sale of low-cost RTDs from the 
proposed shop.

•  The density of retail bottle shops in 
close proximity and the density of 
on-licences on Victoria Rd.

•  The ongoing problems of drunkenness 
amongst youth in Devonport.

Glengarry Wines also opposed the 
application saying it had operated 
in Devonport since 1994, and had 
worked with the community to ensure 
responsible alcohol consumption. 

In 2012, an application was made 
by Nikhil Hamalaa Liquor Merchants 
Ltd for a new off-licence nearby in 18 
Clarence St. Due to the number of 
public objectors, the application was 
withdrawn, Sturzaker noted in her 
report.

Bottle shop ok despite local objections: inspector

slip, a DoC spokesman said.
Ryman Healthcare, DoC and Auckland 

Council are assessing the slip damage to see 
how the marginal strip can be made safe and 
the walking track restored.

“The ground is too wet to do the restoration 
work and is likely to remain too wet for the rest 
of the winter,” the DoC spokesman said.
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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The relocation to Victoria Wharf of the artwork Flight Trainer for Albatross 
has been approved by the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

Despite some previous reservations about the appropriateness of the 
sculpture for Devonport, the board last week approved siting it on the wharf, 
after support was received from “stakeholders” including the Auckland City 
Sculpture Trust, Depot Artspace, the Devonport Business Association, the 
Devonport Peninsula Trust and Whitespace.

While the sculpture would not take up a large portion of the wharf – which 
is used by recreational fisherman – it could be seen as encroaching on an open 
space. The fishermen were not consulted.

“While some users of the wharf may be dissatisfied with the decision to  
site the artwork here, the placement of the artwork may also draw people onto 
the wharf that may not have gone there otherwise…it may ultimately increase 
the number of people who use and discover the Victoria Wharf as a useable 
open space,” a report to the board said.

In support of the sculpture, Lynn Lawton, Depot Artspace manager, said the 
sculpture was “an outstanding contemporary artwork by an iconic Auckland 
sculptor” Greer Twiss.

“The Devonport waterfront is sadly bereft of sculptures and this work would 
add to its aesthetic as well as to its identity,” he said.

“In many ways this is an ideal sculpture for it represents Devonport’s 
reputation as an arts-centred community and its history of activism relating 
to significant social issues.”

Devonport Business Association chairperson Dianne Hale said its members 
were surveyed and all but one were supportive. One art gallery owner felt the 
sculpture should be located further south as the albatross was not “common 
to our shores.”

The sculpture was originally located on the other side of the harbour.
Member Jan O’Connor voted against it. She was “uneasy” about its location. 

“It’s a wonderful sculpture but I’m not sure how it sits in a heritage area…
it may be more appropriate at the Naval museum. It’s not comfortable at the 
Victoria Wharf.

“I do not think Greer Twist is a heritage sculptor.”
Board member Mike Sheehy disagreed. “I 

think it would be a drawcard to the wharf and a 
lot of people would go there to see it.”

Member Mike Cohen said the sculpture had 
been remodelled but there was no-up-to-date 
picture of it before the board to help with the 
voting process.

Albatross sculpture winging its way to Devonport
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Devonport peninsula cross-country 

Team effort… the Vauxhall School team at Fort Takapuna for the 
Peninsula Cross-Country races

Dozens of the best cross-country runners 
from Devonport peninsula schools battled 
it out around a course at Fort Takapuna.

Results: 8-year-old girls: 1.Isobel Tuttle 
(BPS); 2. Izzy Lomax (BPS); 3. Nadia Let-
ica (BPS). 8-year-old boys: 1. Luka Hart 
(VS); 2. Jesse Frazerhurst (VS); 3. Connor 
Brady (BPS).  9-year-old girls: 1. Asha 
Edwards (VS); 2. Elizabeth Ellis (HS); 3. 
Jessica Donnelly (BPS). 9-year-old boys: 
1. Harry Shannon (SBS); 2. Nathan Davies 

(BPS); 3. Alex Clayton (BPS). 10-year-old 
girls: 1.Imogen O’Rourke (HS); 2. Bian-
ca Mawson (BPS); 3. Isla Cutts (DPS). 
10-year-old boys: Dominick Cook (VS); 
Luka den Breems (VS); 3. Luca James 
(HS). 11-year-old girls: 1. Charlize 
Glanville (SLS); 2.Teagan Lang (DPS); 3. 
Angelique Zoio (HS).  11-year-old boys: 
1. Leo Wilson (SBS); 2. Sam Bradley (BS); 
3. Oliver Yeung (DPS).

 KEY: (BPS) Belmont Primary, (VS) Vauxhall School, (HS) Hauraki School,  
(SBS) Stanley Bay School, (DPS) Devonport Primary School, (SLS) St Leo’s School

The Devonport electric-car ride-share 
service is expected to start in September or 
October for a 12-month trial.

Auckland Transport (AT) is “currently 
finalising contract negotiations for operators” 
and completing the web application required 
for customers to be able to book their journey, 
a report to the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board said.

A request for quotes for the vehicles to be 
used has been issued.

AT raised the possibility last year of a trial 
of the ride-sharing service, which is called 
AT Metro.

It would allow customers to use a smart-
phone app to schedule or call an on-demand 
electric vehicle to take them to and from the 
Devonport ferry terminal and their destination.

Last year, AT carried out a secret two-week 
trial of the service, which it says showed ferry 
passengers were enthusiastic about it.

Electric ride-share 
scheme to start soon 

Albatross sculpture earmarked for Victoria 
Wharf… an artist’s impression of what it  
may look like
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3/461 Lake Rd | TakAPuna 
PH 09 489 8899

12 BIRKENHEAD AVE | BIRKENHEAD 
PH 09 480 0008 

WWW.SHOSHA.CO.NZ

38
stores

across
NZ

nz’s
biggest 
range of 

vapes

free
shipping 

nz-wide 
over
$50
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

OEL
EST1971

OGDEN ELECTRICAL LTD

ogden electrical ltd

phone 0274 937380

Call Carl  
for all your  

electrical needs
0274 937380
or 445 7528 

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Get the door you really want, in the 
colour and finish of your choice. 

Free measure and quote. 
10 year guarantee

Phone 09 444 8696
sales@homeplusdesign.co.nz

Visit our showroom
85 Ellice Rd, Wairau Valley, Auckland

Hours: 8 - 4 weekday
www.homeplus.co.nz

Wardrobe & 
Interior Doors

Melteca    MIrror   Glass

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

John Bisset LtD

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

•  Solid Plastering
•  Block-work
•  Fireplaces
•  Gib-stopping
•  Small or Large Jobs

Phone Paul: 445 3154
027 493 8592  zipzap@ihug.co.nz

Phone Paul:
445 3154

Reach 25,000 
people 

through  
The Devonport 

Flagstaff 
jobs page. 

sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz 
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Alan Michie
Ph 445 3013 • 0274 957 505

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
� Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance � WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

• Floorsanding
• Polyurethaning and staining
• Tongue and Groove repairs
• Serving Devonport since 1995

Please phone for a free quote
Phone 027 285 4519

ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.comBarnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

Corey Norton
M 021 0220 5444  |  After Hrs 550 4218

email: cnorton@orcon.net.nz

Interior / Exterior
Residential
Commercial

Lives Locally
Free Quotes /Quality Work

For all your painting needs

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at
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Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 
Plumbing Ltd

• New builds and renovations
• Rewires
• Home network cabling
• Wall-mount TVs
• Home theatre

LocaL to Devonport
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

For all your winter home  
services including: 
• Rodent Control •

• Heat Pump Cleaning •
• Chimney Sweeping •

Contact us  p. 09 445 3752
e. selecthomeservices@gmail.com
w. www.selecthomeservices.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Electrician
• Locally Based
•   Great Rates,  

Prompt Service
•  Everything Domestic 

and Commercial 
• Re-wires
• Switchboards

Call Dylan 
020 4154 5904

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898
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48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP 

TUESDAY 
$10 Adults  

and $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

WINE & 
CHEESE

Cheese, Grapes and 
Bread and a glass of 
wine for oNLy $15

VENUE HIRE
FrEE vEnUE HIrE*
Birthday parties
Private functions
Catering optional

*minimum spend applies

LIVE SHoWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
THE RoCKy HoRRoR PICTURE SHoW  
The 1975 Classic Movie, with performance  
by the Hot & Flustered Shadowcast.  
$15 Student, $18.50 Adult - BOOK nOW – 8.30pm
GIRLS NIGHT oUT: 
MAMMA MIA HERE WE Go AGAIN 
Get your girls together for this fabulous night with  
advance screening of the highly anticipated sequel. 
Tickets $20, including a glass of bubbles – 8:00pm
BLUE SPECIAL SCREENING  
CaliWoods brings you BLUE, an evocative and emotional 
film telling the story of how the oceans are broken  
— and what we can all do to help! Tickets $15 – 8.00pm
ToNy SWAIN  
rythym and Blues diva Toni Swain, backed by top  
Australian musicians, brings us her sophisticated  
blend of Blues, Soul and Jazz. Tickets $20 – 8.00pm

NEW MoVIES RELEASE

ANTMAN & THE WASP (TBA) 118mins   5 JULY
HoTEL TRANSyLVANIA 3 (TBA) 92mins   5 JULY
DoUBLE LoVER (r18) 107min  5 JULY
SHoWDoGS (PG) 92min  5 JULY
SKySCRAPER (M) 128min  12 JULY
MAMMA MIA: HERE WE Go AGAIN (TBA) 114min  19 JULY

FRI 29
JUN

WED 18
JUL

THUR 2
AUG
FRI 3
AUG
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ACCOMMODATION
Cheltenham: 2 dbl br. Pri-
vate beach access, daily or 
weekly rent. Fully furnished.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
Cheltenham Beach Studio.  
Stunning studio with new fit-out 
only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full 
bath, fully furnished Devon-
port house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com. 
Ph: 445 7895.
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
C h e l t e n h a m ,  a b s o l u t e 
beachfront .  One double 
and two singles, shady set-
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
One bedroom unfurnished 
Devonport unit for long term 
rental.  Situated on Queens 
Parade, close to ferry and De-
vonport village. Just refurbished 
with new paint, flooring, and 
curtains.  No pets, or smokers.  
References preferred.  $450pw.  
Call 021-515557 if interested.

ACCOMMODATION
Relatives visiting? Spacious 
garden studio with en-suite and 
kitchenette; minutes to Narrow 
Neck beach. Reasonable rates.  
Ph Pauline 445 6471.
Stunning Cheltenham Beach 
Cottage, metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-term 
holiday accommodation. Beau-
tifully refurbished, one bed-
room, self-contained cottage 
with a private garden. Phone 
Rebekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com

TO LET
Shared office space available 
Wynyard Street Devonport 
Wi F i  +  m e e t i n g  r o o m 
email: admin@zest.co.nz,  
Phone 021 1388 220.

   REST HOMES
Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with dignity 
in a friendly, family atmosphere. 
Phone Shona, 445 2518.
Komatua Care Centre – We 
care for older people who have 
memory loss and behaviour-
al difficulties. Professional 
care is given in a nurturing 
environment. For all enquiries -  
phone 445 1707.
Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, holis-
tic care. Soul food and good peo-
ple. Call Sharon Byron-McKay: 
445-0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 
A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on 
022 073 1550 
A deck builder. Available now. 
Free quotes/advice. Workman-
ship guaranteed. Competitive 
rates. Quality materials. Refer-
ences. Ph Simon today 476 2107,  
020 476 2107. 
A housewasher and water 
blaster. Available now. Moss 
and mould treatments. Free 
quote, prompt service and quali-
ty workmanship. Ph Simon today  
476 2107, 020 476 2107.
A premium cleaning service 
weekly/fortnightly. Good 
references and high quality. 
Ph Simon today 476 2107,  
020 476 2107.
A painter is available now.  
Free quotes and advice. Refer-
ences. Workmanship guaran-
teed. Competitive rates. Quality 
materials. Interior/ Exterior/ 
Small jobs. Ph Simon today  
476 2107, 020 476 2107.
Amazing home cleaning in-
cluding windows. 15 years’ 
experience. References available 
phone 027 492 6220.
Are you having trouble man-
aging your Airbnb? I am a local 
with many years’ experience. I 
can look after your bookings if 
you go away or any other time. 
Also cleaning.Reasonable rates. 
Please call 021 856 922.

   SERVICES OFFERED
At Your Request  Home 
Cleaning. Our local team is 
ready to deliver 5-Star ser-
vices in your home for week-
ly cleaning, spring, moving 
or  open-home cleaning.  
Call Yvonne for a free quote 
phone 415 0028.
Builder available Small-
job specialist, repairs and 
maintenance. Skilled, relia-
ble and local. Please phone 
Clive Melling. Hm 445 2485,  
Mob 027 29 222 84.
Curtains & Roman Blinds  
Free measure, quote and 
design advice. 20 years’ 
exper ience .  Phone Sara  
027 625 5844. 
Custom-Made Lampshades 
An easy & effective way to up-
date your interior decor!20yrs+ 
local known business serving 
commercial & residential cus-
tomers, specialising in new cre-
ations or reviving old favourites 
& vintage. Free quote & design 
advice.Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.com, 
www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport  uphols tery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques and 
contemporary styles. Recycling 
furniture for 36 years. John 
Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.

   SERVICES OFFERED
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Dog grooming available. 
Full groom, bath and blow 
dry, puppy introduction to 
grooming. Devonport-based.  
Call Barbara 021 141 0331.
Gardener Available Qual-
ified and experienced land-
scape designer. Enjoys getting 
his hands dirty. Good plant 
knowledge. Hard-working, 
reliable and creative with 
plantings. Contact Paddy 
022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gardening. Do you need regular 
help? No time for a tidy-up? Let 
me help. Experienced gardener. 
Ph Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272.
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
Housekeeper. Home clean-
ing, including windows. Ex-
perienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.
Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle 
Plus on 09-488-7279 or 027-
245-6264. Or you can email me 
on chris@lifestyleplusltd.nz. 
References available.
Locksmith,  Devonport’s 
own  Sco t t  R icha rdson .  
Mob 021 976 607.
mint. HOME CLEANING 
Our local mint. couple are ready 
to deliver 5-star cleaning servic-
es in your home weekly or fort-
nightly. Or for spring, moving or 
open homes. Call Pat for a FREE 
quote 09 415 0028. 
Painter Experienced locally 
based painter.  Interior spe-
cialist, personable, reliable 
and sets high standards.  Phone 
Richard on 027 44 99 405 or 
email: yesplease56@gmail.
com 
Section services.  Trees: 
pruned, removed.  Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Section 
clean-ups. Ph Dom 027 222 
1223.
Shadbolt Concrete Local Con-
crete layer. Small job specialist. 
Exposed, broom and trowel 
finishes. Call Ben Shadbolt on 
022 102 5700
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.

SITUATIONS VACANT 
Gardener wanted - who is 
able to look after a good-sized 
garden involving sweeping and 
waterblasting paths, removing 
or spraying weeds, trimming 
hedges & trees, watering & 
caring for plants, leaf blower, 
general maintenance etc etc.  All 
tools needed and garden bin are 
on-site.  Must be fit, have some 
garden knowledge, be reliable 
& honest and able to work 3-5 
hours each week in central De-
vonport.  Prefer someone living 
locally.  Phone or txt James on 
0274 340 300.
Tutor sought to assist home 
-schooling 3 children in central 
Devonport. 2-3 mornings per 
week. We follow a Catholic 
curriculum. Please contact Jo for 
more details. Phone 445 0458.

TUITION 
Art Classes @ D’Port Commu-
nity house: Wednesday night, 
life drawing; Friday morning, 
mastering art. Ph Lucy Bucknall 
– 446 0389. TUITION 
4-week Chinese language fun 
course. Mondays 10-11am. 
$120 per person for 4-wk 
course. Limited to 6 people 
per course. Next course starts 
Monday May 8 - May 28 in 
the village. Contact Paddy. 
Tel: 022 026 4983. Email: 
ge.paddy@gmail.com
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272. 
Learn piano/keyboard. Les-
sons from $19.00. Private, 
Professional, Affordable, En-
joyment for all ages. Competi-
tions, Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Learning Support Specialist 
NZ qualified primary teacher and 
registered teacher of dyslexia.  
O f f e r i n g  t a i l o r e d  t u -
ition during or after school.  
Ph 027 391 3716 or visit 
www.squigglesdyslexia.co.nz 
Mathematics Tuition Available 
for years 9 to 13 by a retired 
maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
Maths and physics tu -
toring for secondary school 
students. From an experi-
enced university student.  
George: 021 063 5149.
Maths Tuition. 100% student 
pass rate in 2017 Ph Peter  
09 445 2283 or 021 0818 5037.
Need help with some basic 
maths? Walk to or from school 
and learn with a friendly, highly 
experienced maths tutor at 43 
Calliope Rd. 40-minute ses-
sions - $30. Phone Wendy on 
415 8835. References available.
Piano Lessons. Piano & music 
theory tuition from classically 
trained pianist. Devonport-based 
and can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Primary Tutor Maths, Eng-
lish, Health & Wellbeing and 
Drama for 5-11-year-olds.  
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com for 
further details. 027 410 6871 
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com
SLSS Swim School ,  11 
Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.

Classifieds

Real Estate
buying, selling, renting

www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz
Licensed Agent, REAA COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORT
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Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Caledonian Premier Tiling
• Tile Installation
• Certified Waterproofing

SPeCialiSing in
• Ceramic Tiling
• Stonework
• Bathrooms
• Kitchens

• Laundries
• Decks
• Waterproofing
• Silicone Application

• Existing Rapair-work
• Guarantees

Call Doug 09 446 0687
Mobile 021 187 7852

Contact Scott on  
021 976 607 

445 3064 
72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Professional Services

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178
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Call Doug 09 446 0687
Mobile 021 187 7852

Contact Scott on  
021 976 607 

445 3064 
72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

•  New keys for  
existing locks

• Lock repairs

• Installation

• Lock Hardware

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Red Dragon 
Computers

Christopher Jones Ph 445 7810

www.red-dragon.net.nz

Providing IT support to Devonport’s home 
users and small businesses since 2001

Get it right first time with a Microsoft Certified Professional

• Fast, reliable & cost effective
• Windows computers & iPad Setup
• Wi-Fi networking and ADSL broadband
• New computers custom built
• Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
• Virus & Spyware removal

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver’s licence certificates 

The Arcade 
6 Wynyard St, Devonport

Phone 215 9178

NO FIX - NO FEE - OUR GUARANTEE

COME & SEE OUR LARGE NEW 
RETAIL SHOP DOWNSTAIRS

Local business - Personal service
24 hr support and fix available

www.cgc.co.nz
10 Victoria road, Devonport

021 622 815  |  karl@cgc.co.nz

Back to school laptops and tablets

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote
• Housewashing • Roof treatments
• Waterblasting • Window cleaning
bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.comPh (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

• Full boating services
• Repairs and maintenance
• Expert advice
• Free peninsula pickup
• Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Professional Services

DEVONPORT 
RELAXING CENTRE

Massage & Acupuncture (ACC)

August Opening Special
1hr Massage – only $60

Located in The Arcade off Victoria Rd
Open: 9.30am - 8pm (7days)

Tel: 948 2622

Personal Trainer
Devonport or CBD Locations
Personalised programmes

Nutrition Advice
1:1 or small group

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com

Reach your 
Devonport Peninsula 

customers 
cost-effectively

Contact the Flagstaff 
for our rates and dates. 

Email: 
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

WEbsitE: 
www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Providing IT support to Devonport’s home 
users and small businesses since 2001
• Fast, reliable & cost effective
• WiFi and networking
• New computers custom built
• Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
• Virus & Spyware removal
Now at 2 Roberts Avenue, Belmont

Get it right first time with a Microsoft Certified Professional

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

A simple cost 
effective alternative 

to selling your 
property

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Hi,

We have just listed a home in your neighbourhood at:

__________________________________________

Please give me a call if you may be interested.

Regards Joe Martin

Mobile : 0274 326 731

joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

www.sellingsimply.co.nz

• There are NO up-front fees

•	 Extensive	marketing	coverage.	Full	signage,	colour	flyers	-	all	included

• Flat fee commission of $10,000 plus GST

 Which can save you thousands!!

•	 Personal	service,	you	sell	with	the	Agent	you	list	with

•	 Joe	Martin	is	an	experienced	agent,	who	has	been	selling		 	 	
	 on	the	North	Shore	since	1995	including	10	years	of		 	 	
	 running	his	own	successful	company	-	Devonport	Realty	Ltd

We are a new Real Estate company offering a simple 
cost effective alternative for selling your property.

Selling Simply
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Job Number: 179763
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Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Massage & (ACC) Acupuncture

Located in The Arcade off Victoria Rd
Open: 9.30am - 8pm (7days)

Tel: 022 499 8832

DevonporT 
relaxing 
CenTre

• Insomnia 
•  Back, shoulder, 

neck pain
•  Injured arm,  

knees etc.

•  General 
stress

•  Migraines
• Tiredness

•  Building maintenance and waterproofing experts
• Leak diagnosis and reporting
•  Roof and deck waterproofing membranes.  

New work and repair/regeneration  
of existing membranes

•  Specialists basement waterproofing  
– new and existing

•  Metal roofing specialist coatings
•  High build painting of concrete  

and plaster buildings
•  Locally owned

Phone 579 8966  
or 021 331 971

Safeguard 
Building Maintenance

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com



The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 28 June 29, 2018

Devonport Squash club 
moving ahead

It’s been a year of transformation 
at the Devonport Squash Club.

One year ago, the community 
gym attached to the club was faced 
with closure, after council ruled it 
was in fact a business running within 
a building on a council reserve.

As a solution to keep the vibrant 
gym going, the squash club brought 
it under its umbrella and it has 
continued to flourish.

The gym was reconfigured, with 
a new pilates, yoga and dance class 
area created, and new carpet and 
heat pumps installed. 

Dozens of classes are now held 
at the Devonport Squash Club gym 
every week.

Membership numbers continue to 
grow, but the community-gym feel 
has been retained.

Personal trainers are available 
at the gym, as is multisport 
physiotherapy.

The club is about to start  the next 
phase of improvements, which will 
see gym equipment updated and 
replaced over the next year.

On the squash side, the three-court 
club continues to thrive with its core 
group of keen players, bolstered by 
a crop of new recruits this season.

The junior ranks are growing 
thanks to a free after-school 

programme on Tuesdays and a 
Saturday afternoon kids social. 
Regular social nights for members 
have also been introduced.

The courts are in the process of 
being replastered and LED lights 
have recently been installed.  The 
bathrooms and changing rooms 
were rebuilt a  few  years ago and  
the fire escape stairs have just been 
replaced. The next big building 
project is the replacement of the 
back deck. 

 Come along for a free squash 
night on Thursdays – it’s a popular 
way to meet new and more 
experienced players for a  hit.

The club, which formed in 1975,  
also offers coaching for beginners, 
intermediate and senior players. 

A ladies group-coaching 
programme continues on Tuesdays 
at 6-7pm, with the next session 
starting on July 1. 

Club President Laurie French said: 
“It has been an amazing journey 
working with the community 
and council to ensure we have 
continued to provide a welcoming 
community facility. I would like 
to thank gym members and the 
squash club committee, who have 
put in hundreds of voluntary hours 
to get us across the line. “

For Full memberShip anD joining DetailS go to our webSite: 
www.devonportsquash.org.nz   |  69 wairoa rd, narrow neck  |  09 445 1040

! 
Special 

SquaSh oFFer

Join up now 

for three months

juniors $40 

adults $100
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Twenty years ago: a selection from the Flagstaff files
• Maori activist Titewhai Harawira vows to 

do everything she can to stop a huge New 
Zealand flag being flown from the top of 
Mt Victoria. Harawira said Maori regarded 
the mountain as sacred and the flag would 
desecrate it. She is a direct descendent of 
Ngapuhi chief Patuone, who is buried on 
the lower reaches of Mt Victoria. Takapuna 
Rotary had applied to erect a 25.4 metre 
flagpole, with a New Zealand ensign 
of 11 by 5.5 metres, to fly continuously 
and be floodlit by night. The issue splits 
the Devonport Community Board, with 
Margot McRae and Paddy Stafford-Bush 
voting against the application, and Mick 
Gannaway, Dianne Hale and Andrew 
Chalton supporting it. The flag, in the end, 
fails to proceed.

• Devonport Lions Club is struggling  and 
on the lookout for new members

• More than 30,000 collectors items from 
Bryan Jackson’s Muzeum are to be 
auctioned in 4000 lots. The collection 
includes a large number of Victorian floral 
toilets (including examples from Thomas 
Crapper, the 19th century perfecter of the 
water closet), a 1922 Rolls-Royce Silver  
Ghost, an Egyptian nobleman’s seal from 
1000 BC, the entire interior of a 19th 
century English pub and a 45-million-
year-old dinosaur’s egg.

• The fight to prevent a BellSouth cell tower 

being located on a site opposite Devonport 
Primary has cost the school $25,000 so far.

 • Campaigners hoping to save ‘Old Joe’s 
house’ in Church St, are planning to lodge 
papers seeking to have the building listed 
as an historic place. Developer Xeno 
Captain, who bought the house, leaves its 
roof open and says he is happy it can rot 
away. North Shore City Council says it 
has no power to force Captain to enclose 
the building. 

• Popular Devonport lawyer Martin 
Moorhouse is farewelled by 500 people 
at a service held in Takapuna Methodist 
Church. He opted out of “Queen St law 
firms” and set up practice in Devonport in 
1975. He died of a heart attack, aged 50. 

• A three-bedroom home in central 
Devonport is selling for $369,000, as is 
a former church at 13 Williamson Ave.

• The Moreton Bay fig tree outside 
Devonport Librarywill be checked for rot 
after a woman was hit by a falling branch.

• Vauxhall School’s Totora classroom block 
is opened, with New Zealand cricketer 
Danny Morrison cutting the ribbon, 
together with the school’s youngest pupil 
Isla Maples.

• The Flagstaff interview subject is Colin 
McRae, who talks about making the New 
Zealand Wars documentary, a top-rating 
television programme.

Documentary producer  
Colin McRae, the Flagstaff 
interview subject
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Tēnā koutou katoa
A lot is going on in the Belmont and 

Bayswater area; some of it to do with 
our developments and some of it to do 
with other infrastructure work.

Let’s start with us first. The site 
clean-up in Roberts Avenue is 
almost complete, in readiness for 
the earthworks that will see services 
upgraded and foundations laid for 
the new housing. At Rutherford Street 
and Lowe Street, more houses will 
be removed soon and, as previously, 
neighbours will be advised in advance 
of house moves. 

Other work currently going on around 
Eversleigh Road and Hillary Crescent is 
being undertaken by Watercare, which is 
upgrading leaking pipes and renewing 
water mains in the area. This has been 
scheduled for a long time and it’s great to 
see Council undertaking repairs.

We are pleased to see the latest Auckland 
Regional Land Transport Plan 2018-2028 

includes improvements to Lake Road and 
Esmonde Road. Auckland Transport has 
allocated budget for improvements to 
Lake Road during 2018-2022 to the value 
of $46.5m. We would like to thank the local 
school community and other residents in 
the area for making submissions to the 
Transport Plan – as you can see it shows it 
really is worthwhile to make a submission 
as it can make a significant difference. Now 
the task is to make sure the improvements 
actually happen.

Finally, we’d like to encourage families 
on the peninsula to talk to their local board 
members and councillors about spending 
development contributions from local 
developments, like ours (which will be 
about $30 million), on improving local 
amenities and infrastructure.

Auckland Council asked for submissions 
on this subject recently and are due to 
release their final policy shortly. We will be 
reviewing it closely as we firmly believe the 
development contributions we are making 

for our new housing on the Peninsula 
should be spent locally improving roading, 
parks, beach reserves, libraries and 
infrastructure. 

As always, if you have any general queries 
about the work we’re doing in your suburb, 
please email wrl@ngatiwhataorakei.com 

Kāinga Pāho

St Leonard’s Beach, which could be 
improved by keeping development 
contributions in the local area. 
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Following our picture last issue of the 
large rat trapped on Maungauika /  
North Head, Sandy Russell caught this 
monster under his Cambria Rd house, 
using a babaco-baited council trap.

King-sized rat caught on Cambria 

Kids, parents, householders! Send us your monster-rat 
pictures from around the Devonport peninsula. Email them 
to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz and go into a draw to win 
a packet of birdseed.  Happy trapping! 

Send us your rat pics!

 

When: 9-13 & 16-20 July except Wed 18 July   
10.30am, 11.30am & 1.30pm 
Where: Torpedo Bay Navy Museum 
Age: 3+ $3 per child
For full details and to book:
navymuseum.co.nz or phone: 09 445 5186

July School Holiday Activity

Dazzle Bugs  
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www.depotartspace.co.nz

Monday 12pm-4:30pm
Tuesday to Saturday 10am- 4:30pm

Sunday & Public Holidays 11am-3pm

28 Clarence St, Devonport
Ph 963 2331

Now Showing

Kahurangiariki Smith: MāoriGrl

Closing Wednesday 11 July, 3pm

Auckland City Mission: Life

Closing Wednesday 11 July, 3pm

This exhibition includes works from the 
international art exchange exhibition, 

This Is Where I Live 
www.thisiswhereilive.org 

SPECIAL EVENT
MāoriGrl in the Context of Atua 

Wāhine

Artist Talk with Kahurangiariki Smith 
& Dr Aroha Yates-Smith 

Sat 8 July, 1:00pm - 2:30pm

These events are part of 
Matariki Festival, 30 June - 22 
July, proudly hosted by Auck-
land Council in partnership 

with Te Kawerau a Maki. 

Colourful characters at 
Devonport Midwinter Swim

Several dozen hardy souls braved the chilly seas off Windsor Reserve 
on 17 June, for the Devonport Midwinter Swim. Batgirl and her 
friends (above) enjoyed the annual traditional dip, which was followed 
by hot soup and prizes.

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale
ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock
Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989
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4/14 Ewen Alison Avenue, Devonport
You’ll love the views from this private second-level unit, stretching over the eclectic 
mix of rooftops and the leafiness of tree-rich Devonport as far as the skyline of the 
CBD including the landmark Sky Tower. The location is handy, too, just a 10-minute 
walk to the village and the ferry terminal, Mount Victoria, St Leo’s Catholic School 
and Devonport Primary School. Two bedrooms, bathroom, a modern corner kitchen 
and spacious living opening to the deck with plenty of room for outdoor seating 
and barbecue. This easy-care brick-and-tile unit also has steps down to the shared 
courtyard and off-street parking space. The hard work has been done in this low-
maintenance property. The interior has been painted, kitchen and bathroom have 
been modernised, Ultra fast Fiber broadband has been installed and keeping 
everything cosy in winter and comfortable in the summer is the new DVS heating/
air-conditioning system. This is a place to call home, to relax and feel safe. And if 
there’s a teenager in the family, it’s reassuring to know you’re in zone for Takapuna 
Grammar.

rwdevonport.co.nz/DVP20041
Matthew Smith Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

For Sale
Price on Application

View
By Appointment

SOLD

Petko Petkov
027 302 0686

Matthew Smith
021 924 435
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Matthew Smith
021 924 435

89 Great Barrier Road, Enclosure Bay, Waiheke Island
Delivering breathtaking 180 degree views over the Hauraki Gulf, this beautiful, 
character dwelling is waiting for its next owners to walk through the door and 
make themselves right at home. Wake to the tranquility of birdsong and the ocean 
lapping below you. Enjoy a leisurely breakfast as you savour the surroundings; the 
sun rising in the east over Coromandel, then throughout the day sunlight playing on 
the water below. Enjoy the warmth of the last rays of the dramatic sunsets in the 
west. Al fresco dining is a breeze in warmer months or more formal entertaining in 
the separate kitchen/dining room in cooler months. Three double bedrooms mean 
there’s always an extra bed for visitors. An extensive office on entry level allows 
you to work from home, without compromising your private life. Ample off-street 
parking with a double carport located on this level completes the picture. Close 
proximity to two beaches is simply another of this property’s X factors; launch the 
boat from Sandy Bay only 400 metres away or take an easy 100 metre stroll east to 
the safe swimming beach of Enclosure Bay. Vineyards, shops and cafes are only a 
short drive away. The choice is yours. Enjoy this enchanting property as it is, or add 
your own special touches. A spectacular location. A fantastic opportunity.

rwdevonport.co.nz/DVP20045
Matthew Smith Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

Auction
11:00am, Saturday 7 July 
On site 
Unless sold prior

View 
Saturday 30 June 12:00pm - 12:30pm 
Sunday 1 July 12:00pm - 12:30pm 
Saturday 7 July 10:30am - 11:00am
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Looking Back

A resident spent more than $20,000 fight-
ing council to have two eucalyptus trees 
removed from a roadside berm — only for 
one to be taken down by authorities because 
it was in danger of falling.

In recent storms the tree was so unstable 
the footpath was moving.

Last year, John Gibb applied to remove the 
18.5-metre and 20-metre trees from outside 
his home at 2 Oxford Terrace, Cheltenham.

The trees were causing root damage to 
kerbs and footpaths, and limbs were falling 
off onto power lines and cars and needed 
to go. 

Auckland Council officers disagreed, say-
ing the trees were healthy, could be trimmed 
and the damage had been low level.

Gibb took his case to a notified hearing 
with supporting evidence from planners, 
aborists and current and previous neighbours.

He was happy to pay for removal of the 
trees and their replacement with more ap-
propriate natives.

A hearing was held last December, and 
subsequently council commissioners Alan 
Watson and Gavin Lister gave consent to 
the removal, in the face of council-officer 
opposition.

In a decision released publicly this month, 

the commissioners said there was a likelihood 
“of recurring damage to property from falling 
deadwood branches and potential injury to 
passers-by.

“The two trees have effectively outgrown 
their local environment,” the commissioners 
said. 

“The trees are creating recurring damage 
to property. Removal will not result in any 
significant loss of amenity or environmental 
values in the locality” as they would be re-
placed,” the commissioners said.

 Speaking to the Flagstaff last week, Gibb 
said the notified-hearing decision was a 
victory for common sense. But bringing the 
case had cost “in excess of $20,000, which 
was hard on a old retired couple.”

Ironically, council paid to remove one of 
the trees after it had showed dramatic insta-
bility in a north-westerly storm, four to six 
weeks ago, Gibb said.

“I was standing next to it and the footpath 
was moving.”

He said the whole case was “unnecessary” 
as the trees had clearly outgrown their posi-
tion and council “is very happy to take out 
trees in a similar situation if it suits them.” 
Gibb said the second eucalyptus would be 
removed in due course. 

Tree-removal case costs $20,000  
— then council clear one anyway

One down, one to go… the remaining eucalyptus tree

So much happened at The Rose Centre 
in June, it was quite a  blur. From July 
to December, we’re almost sold out for 
space. New sewing classes and Chinese 
culture programmes are in place and we 
now have an art class starting after school 
run by Creative Matters. It’s really active 
at your Belmont community centre and 
theatre!

In the first week of July, we’re celebrating 
Matariki in style. We kick off RoseTalks with 
a one-hour koha gold-coin entry event en-
titled Archaeology of Ma-ori Settlement of 
Devonport Peninsula. Come and join local 
historian and all-round good fella Dave 
Veart on an exploration of our local Ma-ori 
history. 7.30pm July 3. No bookings need-
ed, just show up! More info at facebook.
com/rosecentre in ‘Events’.
Then we welcome Heaven and Earth: Rangi 
& Papa, the glow-in-
the-dark puppetry show 
that has been delight-
ing audiences all over 
the North Island. Here 
for shows at 11am and 
1pm July 2, 12.45 and 
1.45pm July 3, and 11am 
only July 4, 5 & 6. This 
will be a stunning show 
and you’ll be absolutely 
delighted you came. 
Tickets at eventfinda.co.nz. 
 
 

 
In the school holidays, we welcome Kozo 
Kaos. For the first time in Auckland, New 
Zealand’s very own circus rock star will 
have you in fits of laughter in this highly 
interactive show as he performs various 
stunts such as the world’s most dangerous 
trick with a marshmallow, the teaspoon 
challenge, razor-sharp machete juggling 
on top of a freestanding ladder and even 
a friendly game of Russian roulette with 
a packet of Oreo cookies...Friday July 13, 
7.30pm. Tickets at eventfinda.co.nz.
Our regular school-holiday programme, 
National Youth Theatre Company, is back 
in July. Check their awesome web page at 
allstars.co.nz for all the details.
July is the rock-star month that gets you 
ready for the wonderful and genteel  
August amusement of Company Thea-
tre’s rendition of Oscar Wilde’s The Im-
portance of Being Earnest, for which you 
can already buy tickets at iticket.co.nz.

P 09 445 9900
E info@rosecentre.co.nz

F @RoseCentre    W rosecentre.co.nz
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New Devonport retirement village 
apartments selling now!

For more information please phone 
Mark or Janet on 09 445 0909

Sales offi ce: 29 Lake Road and onsite 
on Ngataringa Road, Devonport

These two and three bedroom apartments 
have wonderful open plan living, perfect 
for dining and entertaining.
Choose an apartment with a patio and garden 
views or a balcony with elevated views of 
Takarunga/Mt Victoria and the city lights.
These apartments are priced from $790,000 
and you can lock in your fi xed weekly fee 
of just $129*.
The village will also offer assisted living in 
a serviced apartment and the very best of 
resthome, hospital and dementia care.

• Fixed weekly fees*  • Deferred management fee capped at 20% 
Plus seven more guarantees!
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Takapuna TakapunaGrammar Grammar
JUNE 29, 2018 JUNE 29, 2018School NEwS School NEwS

Energetic students of the Years 9, 
10 and 13 English Extension classes 
ferried across Auckland Harbour 
recently to attend the country’s 
largest literary showcase, the 
Auckland Writers Festival. 

For more than 18 years, the 
festival has provided a high calibre 
of guest authors to bring a world of 
stories and ideas to its audience. It 
allows festival goers to embark on 
an intellectual adventure, explore 
new ideas and celebrate the culture 
of literature. 

“The festival always brings fun 
and laughter. It’s my third time 
attending the event, and I can say 
that it never fails to provide us with an enriching 
experience,” shared Chloe Kim.

One particularly enticing guest speaker was 
New Zealand’s first Pasifika Poet Laureate, 
Selina Tusitala Marsh. Her journey as a female 
and Pasifika writer was described as rigorous 

but deeply honouring. She underlined the 
importance of each individual’s unique voice as it 
differentiates “me from you” in poetry. 

When the festival drew to an end, students left 
the Aotea Centre with a new, refreshed outlook 
on the world of reading and writing. 

BY KATE LEE

Defining success

Investigating the landscape

Whakamana wa-hine at AUT

Attending a literary showcase
Through the Careers and Transition Department 

(CATS) an invitation was made to Alysha Bentley, 
a former University of Auckland liaison officer, 
to address a Year 13 assembly. Bentley is now a 
Mindset coach and mentor, and she delivered 
an incredibly important message to our senior 
students, beginning with the question: What does 
success mean to you?

A question which, to a group of people who are 

trying to figure out what they want from life, was 
near impossible to answer. She provided an essential 
examination of what success really means and how 
to change your mindset from one of constantly 
falling short, to one of constant growth. The ideas 
presented to us would most certainly help us in our 
transition from school into the real world, which 
now seems a little less daunting.

BY AMANDA GrOENEWALD

Geography, volcanoes and rotorua. That’s right – 
87 Level 1 Geography students went on their annual 
rotorua trip in late May. 

In three groups, they climbed up to the ruawahia 
summit of Mt Tarawera, 1111m above sea level. This 
was most definitely the highlight of the trip. They 
walked along the crater, which is about 5 km long, 
finishing off by sliding down the mountain crater, 
which made the strenuous climb all worth it! 

They also visited the Wai-o-Tapu geothermal pools. 

The exciting colours of the geothermally heated 
pools were a sight to remember. Devil’s Bath (bright 
lemony) and Champagne Pool (green water with 
bright orange outskirts) are just two of note. 

On the first day, after dinner, all students went 
for a swim at the aquatic centre. The warm pools 
were relaxing after the day’s trip. Lastly, we all went 
to the Buried Village of Te Wairoa, to see first-hand 
the destruction Mt Tarawera’s eruption caused. The 
artefacts that had been dug up from excavation are 

kept at the museum, which is also on-site. Students 
got to see the houses that survived. They were an 
extraordinary sight; tiny single-roomed, with a 
cooking corner and a rusted pot. 

Many thanks to the teachers and parent helpers 
who came along. After the trip, student Olivia Miles, 
said: “It was such a fun experience. My favourite 
part was sliding down the crater at Mt Tarawera and 
watching everyone fall over in front of us.” 

BY LAIBA BATOOL

from 
theL ion’s Den

THE LATEST IN SPORT

ON THE COURT: Massive congrat-
ulations to Senior Girls Squash team 
winning the Auckland Secondary 
Schools Squash champs, a TGS first. 
The team included Nelly Farmiloe, 
Natalie Sayes, Diya Joukani, Georgia 
winnie, Jessica Pausch and Nicole 
Svendsen.

ON THE PITCH: Football. Boys 1st XI 
had a momentous win early last week 
against Kelston Boys’ high School 5-0, 
and a cup-tie win against Papatoetoe 
high School 3-1. Girls: 1st XI drew 1-1 
with Diocesan School for Girls; 2nd XI 
won 2-0 against Kingsway 1st XI.

ON THE FIELD: Rugby. 1st XV beat 
Rosmini 34-19; 5th Grade beat Massey 
22- 5; 6th Grade beat Kaipara 39-19.

Six of our students were invited to the 2018 Wa-hine 
Ka-kano Young Women’s Festival in May. This brand-
new event was curated by political commentator 
Lizzie Marvelly, and included three panels, each 
featuring an outstanding variety of speakers who 
presented on authenticity, identity, stereotypes, and 
becoming an adult. It included Q&A opportunities, 
aiming to empower the large audience. 

“The line-up of ethnically and occupationally diverse 
women we heard from throughout the day created 
an extremely welcoming and relatable environment 
for everyone in the room,” says one student. “It was 
a very insightful experience hearing from all these 
successful women about their journeys growing up 
and developing their careers as a woman in today’s 
society, and it was incredibly reassuring to hear when 
these powerful women had experiences similar to our 
own.” 

After listening to the panel speakers, student Ella 
Vukovich also felt inspired by the day’s panels, saying: 
“I felt assured about going out into the world to 
pursue my dreams and passions with confidence, 
and without the fear of discrimination because of my 
gender.”  

Each guest was also invited to attend two 
workshops, which informed them about sexism 
online, volunteering overseas, and starting up a high-
school feminist club. 

The keynote address was from the Prime Minister 
of New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern, who gave an 
empowering speech to her admiring audience of 
over 400 young women, and provided a window 
into her life in politics, and her journey to becoming 
Prime Minister. She also shared some of her personal 
life with the event-goers; many were surprised to 
learn that she began her working career with a job 
at Countdown, and were amused to hear about her 
pregnancy side-effects and cravings. 

Many of the students agreed with Ella, when she 
said, “Jacinda Ardern’s speech was the highlight of the 
day,” and felt that seeing a young woman in such a 
powerful position was refreshing and empowering to 
all females in New Zealand. 

“Wa-hine Ka-kano was a fabulous experience for 
young New Zealand women,” she says. “I’m intrigued 
and excited for what the next Young Women’s Festival 
will bring”.

BY NELLY FArMILOE

Debater Libby Lord was awarded best speaker 
for Team 1’s debate against Orewa College. “The 
debate was a really interesting experience. It 
was great to hear all the different perspectives 
regarding the challenging moot. I had a great 
time discussing such a relevant topic,” she said. 

For Takapuna 2, Phoebe Peng was awarded 
best speaker for their debate. She said: “The 
moot wasn’t quite as expected, but the team 
pulled through. It was a thrilling experience 
having to think on the spot and debate 
impromptu, as I was the third speaker.” 

With this continued success it will be 
interesting to see what the future holds, as 
their skills progress develop for future debates.

                                      BY WILL DALZELL

Arguing 
the case
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Takapuna TakapunaGrammar Grammar
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Energetic students of the Years 9, 
10 and 13 English Extension classes 
ferried across Auckland Harbour 
recently to attend the country’s 
largest literary showcase, the 
Auckland Writers Festival. 

For more than 18 years, the 
festival has provided a high calibre 
of guest authors to bring a world of 
stories and ideas to its audience. It 
allows festival goers to embark on 
an intellectual adventure, explore 
new ideas and celebrate the culture 
of literature. 

“The festival always brings fun 
and laughter. It’s my third time 
attending the event, and I can say 
that it never fails to provide us with an enriching 
experience,” shared Chloe Kim.

One particularly enticing guest speaker was 
New Zealand’s first Pasifika Poet Laureate, 
Selina Tusitala Marsh. Her journey as a female 
and Pasifika writer was described as rigorous 

but deeply honouring. She underlined the 
importance of each individual’s unique voice as it 
differentiates “me from you” in poetry. 

When the festival drew to an end, students left 
the Aotea Centre with a new, refreshed outlook 
on the world of reading and writing. 

BY KATE LEE

Defining success

Investigating the landscape

Whakamana wa-hine at AUT

Attending a literary showcase
Through the Careers and Transition Department 

(CATS) an invitation was made to Alysha Bentley, 
a former University of Auckland liaison officer, 
to address a Year 13 assembly. Bentley is now a 
Mindset coach and mentor, and she delivered 
an incredibly important message to our senior 
students, beginning with the question: What does 
success mean to you?

A question which, to a group of people who are 

trying to figure out what they want from life, was 
near impossible to answer. She provided an essential 
examination of what success really means and how 
to change your mindset from one of constantly 
falling short, to one of constant growth. The ideas 
presented to us would most certainly help us in our 
transition from school into the real world, which 
now seems a little less daunting.

BY AMANDA GrOENEWALD

Geography, volcanoes and rotorua. That’s right – 
87 Level 1 Geography students went on their annual 
rotorua trip in late May. 

In three groups, they climbed up to the ruawahia 
summit of Mt Tarawera, 1111m above sea level. This 
was most definitely the highlight of the trip. They 
walked along the crater, which is about 5 km long, 
finishing off by sliding down the mountain crater, 
which made the strenuous climb all worth it! 

They also visited the Wai-o-Tapu geothermal pools. 

The exciting colours of the geothermally heated 
pools were a sight to remember. Devil’s Bath (bright 
lemony) and Champagne Pool (green water with 
bright orange outskirts) are just two of note. 

On the first day, after dinner, all students went 
for a swim at the aquatic centre. The warm pools 
were relaxing after the day’s trip. Lastly, we all went 
to the Buried Village of Te Wairoa, to see first-hand 
the destruction Mt Tarawera’s eruption caused. The 
artefacts that had been dug up from excavation are 

kept at the museum, which is also on-site. Students 
got to see the houses that survived. They were an 
extraordinary sight; tiny single-roomed, with a 
cooking corner and a rusted pot. 

Many thanks to the teachers and parent helpers 
who came along. After the trip, student Olivia Miles, 
said: “It was such a fun experience. My favourite 
part was sliding down the crater at Mt Tarawera and 
watching everyone fall over in front of us.” 

BY LAIBA BATOOL

from 
theL ion’s Den

THE LATEST IN SPORT

ON THE COURT: Massive congrat-
ulations to Senior Girls Squash team 
winning the Auckland Secondary 
Schools Squash champs, a TGS first. 
The team included Nelly Farmiloe, 
Natalie Sayes, Diya Joukani, Georgia 
winnie, Jessica Pausch and Nicole 
Svendsen.

ON THE PITCH: Football. Boys 1st XI 
had a momentous win early last week 
against Kelston Boys’ high School 5-0, 
and a cup-tie win against Papatoetoe 
high School 3-1. Girls: 1st XI drew 1-1 
with Diocesan School for Girls; 2nd XI 
won 2-0 against Kingsway 1st XI.

ON THE FIELD: Rugby. 1st XV beat 
Rosmini 34-19; 5th Grade beat Massey 
22- 5; 6th Grade beat Kaipara 39-19.

Six of our students were invited to the 2018 Wa-hine 
Ka-kano Young Women’s Festival in May. This brand-
new event was curated by political commentator 
Lizzie Marvelly, and included three panels, each 
featuring an outstanding variety of speakers who 
presented on authenticity, identity, stereotypes, and 
becoming an adult. It included Q&A opportunities, 
aiming to empower the large audience. 

“The line-up of ethnically and occupationally diverse 
women we heard from throughout the day created 
an extremely welcoming and relatable environment 
for everyone in the room,” says one student. “It was 
a very insightful experience hearing from all these 
successful women about their journeys growing up 
and developing their careers as a woman in today’s 
society, and it was incredibly reassuring to hear when 
these powerful women had experiences similar to our 
own.” 

After listening to the panel speakers, student Ella 
Vukovich also felt inspired by the day’s panels, saying: 
“I felt assured about going out into the world to 
pursue my dreams and passions with confidence, 
and without the fear of discrimination because of my 
gender.”  

Each guest was also invited to attend two 
workshops, which informed them about sexism 
online, volunteering overseas, and starting up a high-
school feminist club. 

The keynote address was from the Prime Minister 
of New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern, who gave an 
empowering speech to her admiring audience of 
over 400 young women, and provided a window 
into her life in politics, and her journey to becoming 
Prime Minister. She also shared some of her personal 
life with the event-goers; many were surprised to 
learn that she began her working career with a job 
at Countdown, and were amused to hear about her 
pregnancy side-effects and cravings. 

Many of the students agreed with Ella, when she 
said, “Jacinda Ardern’s speech was the highlight of the 
day,” and felt that seeing a young woman in such a 
powerful position was refreshing and empowering to 
all females in New Zealand. 

“Wa-hine Ka-kano was a fabulous experience for 
young New Zealand women,” she says. “I’m intrigued 
and excited for what the next Young Women’s Festival 
will bring”.

BY NELLY FArMILOE

Debater Libby Lord was awarded best speaker 
for Team 1’s debate against Orewa College. “The 
debate was a really interesting experience. It 
was great to hear all the different perspectives 
regarding the challenging moot. I had a great 
time discussing such a relevant topic,” she said. 

For Takapuna 2, Phoebe Peng was awarded 
best speaker for their debate. She said: “The 
moot wasn’t quite as expected, but the team 
pulled through. It was a thrilling experience 
having to think on the spot and debate 
impromptu, as I was the third speaker.” 

With this continued success it will be 
interesting to see what the future holds, as 
their skills progress develop for future debates.

                                      BY WILL DALZELL

Arguing 
the case
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NEW OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri 8am-7pm 

Sat 9am-6pm | Sun 10am-6pm

email devonport7daypharmacy@gmail.com
www.devonport7daypharmacy.co.nz

Ph 445 4000     Fax 446 6601
31a Bartley Tce, Devonport

Conveniently 
located next to

Devonport 
New World!

Arbonne’s
botanically-based 

personal care 
products 

and nutrition 
now sold at our store

Arbonne’s
botanically-based 

personal care 
products 

and nutrition 
now sold at our store

North Shore United out of Chatham Cup after 1-0 loss

So near but so far… this shot by 
North Shore’s Sean McManamon 
was only just wide of the goal, 
while (at right) Conor Felstead,  
in the Shore maroon strip,  
battles for possession

North Shore United lost its third round 
Chatham Cup match against Mt Albert 
Ponsonby 1-0 at home last Saturday. And it 
now has to front up against the same team 
in a league match this weekend.

Shore had a few scoring chances, but 
looked a little flat, after two hard matches 
against Waiheke and top-of-the-table Mel-
ville, which Shore lost 2-0.

Melville are clear leaders. But Shore, in 
fifth place with nine games to play, is handily 
placed for a run at the second promotion spot.
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Stanley Bay School on Mondays 
Devonport School on Thursdays 
Belmont Intermediate School on Tuesdays 
The Rose Centre on Tuesdays

All the info about us and the after-school  
workshops is on our website.

Inspiring Creative Art Workshops 
for Children, Teens and Adults

3pm–5pm 
including  

an afternoon 
tea break

Mandy Jakich
021 808 126

creativematters16@gmail.com
creativematters.co.nz

Northcote nailbiter – Shore comes back to lose by one point

Beauties and the Beast… ballgirls 
(from left to right) Ruby Alpers, 
Emily Clayton, Cara Te Whui, 
Maggie Johnson and Rye Brady 
were part of the North Shore’s Pink 
Day in support of breast cancer 
awareness. James Hinchco (at right) 
goes on another barnstorming run. 

The North Shore premier rugby side had only 
itself to blame for a 22-21 loss to Northcote at 
home last Saturday.

Jordon McGregor missed a couple of pen-
alties early on, and sloppy handling and ball 
retention saw Shore gift Northcote three soft 
tries in the first half to go down 19-0 with eight 
minutes of the first spell to play.

Northcote was showing better speed around 
the field, playing with more desire and coun-
ter-attacking well.

But a sin-binning for a high tackle gave a late 
first-half opening and veteran hooker James 
Hinchco scored with a typical burrowing drive 
close to the line. It was Hinchco’s 53rd try, to 
mark his 198th game for North Shore. 

Down 19-7, Shore began the second spell 
with renewed vigour, Ben Stewart scoring 
immediately in a half it was to dominate terri-
torially and on the scoreboard (14-3).

As the minutes ticked on, Shore launched 
wave after wave of attack, with replacements 
Donald Coleman and Maui Hausia giving it 
everything they had. 

 Whereas in the first half turnovers cost tries, 
in the second half a series of penalties, dropped 
passes and lost balls denied Shore a great 
comeback. On the day, Shore’s skill level was 
not quite up to the standard needed.

North Shore plays Massey away next week 
in the final round of pool play. With Shore now 
sitting in fourth place it is a must-win match 
if Shore wants to secure a home quarter-final 
on July  5.
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Influenced by timeless 1920´s architecture, this exquisite two-storey home showcases quality
craftmanship and an understated elegance rarely seen, in arguably the most prestigious 
street in Devonport. Entertain on the ground floor from the very impressive kitchen, with 
dining, family room and formal lounge leading out to the private and beautifully manicured 
garden. Upstairs are three bedrooms (all with a picture view of the Auckland Harbour), a 
generous ensuite, family bathroom and office. Double garage and workshop. CV $3M. 

DEVONPORT  |  28 JUBILEE AVENUE
Dest inat ion Devonport

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION | PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60567

KATHRYN ROBERTSON 021 490 480 
KathrynRobertson@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT: 445 3414
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

PREMIUM.CO.NZ SELLING THE FINEST HOMES EVERY DEVONPORT PROPERTY IS A PREMIUM PROPERTY

PREMIUM.CO.NZ  | FINE HOMES 

A handsome 1930’s, four bedroom, family home in a tightly held location. Downstairs you 
are welcomed by a spacious kitchen, large open plan living/dining area, with french doors 
opening to the garden, and a guest bedroom or office. Upstairs offers three double bedrooms 
and a bathroom. A very desirable residence for you to enjoy, with room to further enhance to 
your own taste. Located on a north facing level freehold site with ample parking and oh so 
close to the marina and ferry service to town. 

BAYSWATER | 14A NORWOOD ROAD 
Supreme Location | Move In And Be Happy

VIEW |  SAT/SUN 12 - 12.45 PM | PREMIUM.CO.NZ/60568
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 11 JULY 2018 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

ROWAN RENOUF AREINZ 021 736 683 
RowanRenouf@premium.co.nz
DEVONPORT: 445 3414
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008


