
Paris-style puriri has Devonport roots

Branching out... Artist Paris Kirby with her painting of a puriri tree, one of the works featured in 

Vauxhall School’s fine-arts fundraiser this month. Story, page 20.

Interview: cancer survivor   
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If you are considering selling  
you would be crazy not to talk to me.  
No BS, not flashy, just very effective.

North Head transfer to Maunga Authority brought forward
The transfer of Mangauika/North Head from 

DoC to the Tupuna Maunga Authority could 
happen as early as 1 July 2018.

It had been anticipated the handover would 
occur in 2021/22, said a report to the authority 
tabled on Monday.

Following the Maunga Authority hui, a paper 
was to go to the Auckland Council Governing 
body on 27 June, recommending the transfer 
proceeds. 

A letter from Auckland Council to Maunga 
Authority chair Paul Majuery on 18 May says 

agreement between council and DoC had 
been reached. It involves a payment by DoC 
in “recognition of deferred asset-maintenance 
costs, and a further two years of management 

THAI
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The cost of the Devonport Wharf 
refurbishment could hit more than $12 million.

An extra $6 million for stage three of the 
wharf project – the currently empty area from 
the toilets to the ferry gates – is included in the 
draft Regional Land Transport Plan (RLTP).

Stage three  is currently “unfunded”, meaning 
it is included in the plan, but there is no budget 
for it in the next 10 years.

The same applies to the Bayswater ferry 
terminal –  in the plan with a cost of $14 million 
but, as yet, no funding set aside for it.

The lack of money for the projects is 
“worrying”, Grant Gillon Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board  deputy chair said at the board’s 
May meeting.

Many development projects are underway on 
the Devonport peninsula, which would see the 
population swell, Gillon said.

“The Bayswater ferry terminal is integral [to 
offering more public transport options],” he said.

“The fact the Bayswater ferry terminal is 

unfunded in the RLTP in the next 10 years is a 
bit of a concern to us,” Gillon said.

A business case for improvements to the 
congested Lake Rd is being developed over the 
next year, but there are no dates for when any 
works would start, Gillon said.

Councillor Chris Darby told the board a vital 
first step is the redevelopment of the downtown 
ferry terminal. It is at capacity now and it is 
pointless offering better ferry services around 
the city if boats have to wait outside downtown 
for a place to berth.

Even now, Darby had gone on an eight-minute 
ferry ride from Stanley Bay to downtown, only 
to “wait 12 minutes for a slot”.

An integrated plan to lessen Lake Rd traffic 
is needed, including better ferry options, more 
frequent buses and improved cycleways, Darby 
said. He was confident Devonport Wharf stage 
three and the Bayswater ferry terminal would 
be accelerated to the funded list over the next 
few years.

A spectacular opera show in Devonport is 
under investigation.

Devonport BID manager Toni van Tonder 
has been working on the concept and is 
applying for funding to investigate further.

Major corporate sponsors would be needed 
for the event as well as a huge amount of 
planning, Van Tonder told the May meeting of 

the Devonport Business Association (DBA).
DBA chair Dianne Hale said initial grant 

money would be used to scope concepts and 
funding.

Windsor Reserve is being considered as 
a likely location. But Hale recalled decades 
ago, events were held on floating barges in 
the harbour.

Development races ahead  
while infrastructure projects 

remain unfunded

 Opera event proposed for Devonport

Purpose-built ferry fleet         
an option

A purpose-built fleet of Auckland Council-
owned ferry boats to service Devonport 
and other areas is an option on the table at 
Auckland Transport (AT).

AT is developing a long-term ferry strategy.
Auckland Council buying and owning 

a purpose-built fleet was an option being 
considered, councillor Chris Darby told the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board at its May 
meeting.

Fullers currently operates a “mix of odd-
bod ferries” on its Devonport route, said 
Darby.

The Kea (which was purpose-built for the 
route) is the only ferry that loads on and off 
properly, he said.

The option for the council to buy ferries is 
understood to be at a very early discussion 
stage.

Earlier, board members raised concerns 
about the standard of the ferry service, which 

is considered vital in any plans to improve 
public transport.

Member Mike Cohen said most of the 
current ferries are a poor design for the route; 
it is difficult for more than one person to get 
on and off at a time, and problems were posed 
for cyclists, and those with pushchairs and 
wheelchairs.

“Ferry design is just as important as 
infrastructure design,” Cohen said.

by the Department” under the direction of the 
Authority to June 30, 2020.

This includes further contributions to main-
tenance costs and staff time.

No mention at this stage is made of any 
vehicle bans on the mountain. 

Early transfer of mountain
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 Devonport Pet Groomers

short bark  
and sides nz

short bark and sides offers the  
ultimate experience for your pet.
Full groom, bath and blow dry,  
nail trim, pup intro to grooming

Price depends on breed, size and coat.

Please call 
Barbara 

021 141 0331

Find us on face 
short bark and sides nz

The second smash-and-grab raid on a 
Narrow Neck dairy in four years has left its 
owners shaken, but they have no plans to 
shut up shop.

Three or four hooded and masked robbers 
smashed the front window of Devon 
Superette on Old Lake Rd in the early hours 
of May 13, while Matt and Yogi Patel slept 
upstairs.

All the thieves took were a few Magnum 
ice creams and some sweets. They failed to 
break into a locked cigarette cabinet.  

Matt said the alarm went off at around 
1.30 am. “I went downstairs and was about 
to go into the shop, but my wife warned me 
because they may have had some weapons. 
So I started banging on the door.”

He saw the offenders run off down 
Handley Ave, where they most likely had 
parked a car. Police have yet to catch the 
thieves.

“It was frightening,” said Matt, “I never 
thought it would happen after the shop was 
ram-raided four years ago.”  On that occasion 
police caught the thieves at a road block.

The Patels have lived at the dairy for 17 
years this July, and they plan to stay.

It is a great community, with a lot of 
concern for the their welfare, said Matt. “The 
neighbours were really helpful.”

Given the nature of the goods stolen, it was 
likely teenagers were responsible. But “we 
do not know if they came from the other side 
of the bridge or are local people.”

The large glass window was replaced 
after the robbery, and Matt is reluctant to 
erect a grille. He does not want to live like 
other dairy owners around Auckland and 
Hamilton, who have “so many bars it is like 
they live in a prison.”

Patels carry on after thieves strike again

Standing firm…  
Matt and Yogi Patel

Police catch 
Bayswater Superette thief 

A 20-year-old South Auckland man 
has appeared in North Shore District 
court charged with the burglary of 
Bayswater Superette.

The alleged offence happened on 
May 18 at around 4 am.

The owners of the superette declined 
an offer to be interviewed by the 
Flagstaff.  

Lucente wins 
Auckland title 

Belmont Park squash player Matthew 
Lucente continued his stellar season 
with a win in the Auckland junior 
champs last weekend. 

He beat Temwa Chileshe 3-0 in the 
final.
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Kurt Piper   
M +64 21 137 6450 
kurt.piper@sothebysrealty.com

T +64 9 394 4456  
Shop D, 159 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna

nzsothebysrealty.com

Introducing Kurt Piper
Your Dedicated Property Partner 
We’re delighted to welcome Kurt to our Takapuna office.  Born and raised in Devonport, 
Kurt has a proven sales record in the North Shore residential market, and is highly 
respected by his colleagues, customers and clients alike.

Kurt works across all areas of the residential market and in particular is carving out a 
name at the higher end of the luxury real estate market. He has extensive knowledge 
of subdivision, new builds and current council zoning regulations, and works with 
developers, council and valuers’ to ensure you get the best advice. 

For a confident, professional licensed sales person with expert knowledge of the North 
Shore real estate market, pop in and see Kurt at our Takapuna office.
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Perfectly executed... Cameron Gore faces the chop, surrounded by (from left) Sofia Miernik, Helen 
Phillips, Isla Cousins and Emma Milnes

Guillotine no problem for health and safety

A guillotine built for a Devonport Drama 
production of The Scarlet Pimpernel at the Rose 
Centre this month raised a few health-and-safety 
eyebrows. 

The guillotine took Devonport Drama tutor 
Geoff Allen two days to build.

He asked his father-in-law, magician Stan 
Goudge, for some advice, as magicians use 
small guillotines to ‘cut off’ fingers.

Rose Centre manager John Davies wanted 
to know what sort of health-and-safety plan 
Allen had for the show.

Allen replied that the only props in the show 
were a guillotine, swords and poisons – so no 
problems there.

• The Devonport Drama Teen Show will be 
performed on 22 June at 7pm, and 23 June 23 at 
2pm and 7 pm. Bookings 445 9900.

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Mortgage Market Comment
Mortgage lending is becoming more challenging due 

to the tighter regulatory environment for lenders — 
hence the need to talk to us about the different bank and 
non-bank lending criteria.

Interest rates are unlikely to change dramatically 
according to the RBNZ latest OCR, statement. However, 
banks don’t fund off the OCR, so keep an eye on rising 
US interest rates as they will impact our term rates in 
particular.

Call us if you have a fixed rate rolling over.  
To date, we have achieved better rates in every case we 
have dealt with.

Reverse mortgages are an interesting product to 
discuss — suitable for over-60s with lots of equity in 
their property, but poor cash flow. Life’s for living
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A 1370-signature petition, in opposition to a 
vehicle ban on Takarunga/Mt Victoria and calling 
for greater local consultation, was presented to the 
Tupuna Maunga Authority chair Paul Majurey at 
a public meeting last week.

Majurey agreed to present the petition and 
convey the sentiments of the meeting to the 
Maunga Authority.

More than 100 people packed the Devonport 
Community House – easily filling the available 
seating and spilling out onto mats around the walls.

After Danny Watson welcomed the visitors,  
authority manager Nick Turoa’s reply was 
interrupted by members of the crowd, with one 
one shouting the authority were enemies not 
friends. Others complained about the use of 
Te Reo Maori instead of English and one man 
stormed out saying he could not understand what 
was being said.

When the floor was opened to the public, Laura 
Martin said Te Reo is New Zealand’s language 
and she was disgusted “to hear the racism” at 
the meeting.

Danny Watson encouraged the meeting to show 
“community spirit” in welcoming the authority.

Chair Chris Mullane counselled the audience 
to honour each others’ cultural history in seeking 
a “positive and collaborative outcome”.

Geoff Chapple, leader of the action group that 
organised the petition also called for calm, saying, 
“The interface between the Maori and Paheka 
world is what makes New Zealand what it is.” That 
didn’t mean issues couldn’t be debated,  he said.

The petitioning group was concerned the plan 
to ban vehicles from cone summits was not plainly 
stated in initial Maunga Authority strategic plans, 
which were open for submission. It was a rushed 
decision and should not have been considered 
until individual plans for each mountain were 
developed, Chapple said.

There had been “a chilling effect” on the 
numbers of people – particularly those over 
65 – going up the mountain since the ban was 
introduced, he said. 

Having to ring up to get access to the mountain 
was embarrassing and led to people not doing it. 
The “wonderful anarchy of the mountain”, with 
lots of people coming and going had been lost.

Figures presented to the meeting showed 
mobilty-access requests have fallen since access 

was closed.
In March, 167 ‘single visit’ mobility-access 

codes were issued; in April this fell to 34; 17 
had been issued by 24 May.

Maunga Authority chair Paul Majurey 
played down the significance of the figures, 
saying winter was influencing numbers.

Majurey said he did not agree with all of 
Chapple’s points, and felt the authority had 
consulted locals. In addition to the submission 
process, the organisation’s operations manager 
had attended a public meeting of the Devonport 
Community Network in February 2017, where 
he explained pedestrianisation.

The Maunga Authority co-governs 
Takarunga/Mt Victoria with Auckland Council, 
with representation from councillors and local-
board members. 

“We followed the process we thought was 
correct.”

Majurey said a lot of feedback had been 
received from Devonport and many people 
supported the pedestrianisation of the mountain.

The authority had been involved in a 
Devonport-wide rat eradication plan, he said. 
From the authority’s perspective, the “on trust” 
code system for limited vehicle access was 
working well. In the short to medium term, 
the authority would be working on improving 
tracks on the mountain, and controlling 
weeds and pests. Contractors and ambulances 
would always need to drive to the top, but 
a non-permeable road surface may be laid 
at some time, he said. There are no plans to 
commercialise the mountain.

Locals spoke of their love and passion for the 
mountain going back generations: Bill Rayner 
is descended from the Wynyard family who 

have lived in Devonport for 150 years. Many 
locals regard themselves as mana whenua, just 
like Maori, Rayner said.

Laurie Spinley, a Devonport resident of 80 
years, said locals had always helped each other 
and did things for the community, a spirit the 
authority hadn’t seemed to recognise.

“Just consult people and ask them before 
you barge in and upset them.”

Devonport Folk Club’s members were 
upset that the construction of the barrier arm 
made it more difficult to get to The Bunker, 
and someone had to stand at the gate in the 
rain to man it. 

Jill Crow, a member since 1974, said it 
was “an affront” to the club and especially 
its president Roger Giles, who had been the 
unofficial caretaker on the mountain for 50 
years.

Local-board member Mike Cohen was 
disappointed councillors had not been forceful 
enough in putting Devonport residents’ views 
to the authority. 

Devonport is different to Mt Eden, he 
said, and Maori do not have a monopoly on a 
spiritual connection to the mountain.

Miriam Beatson said Takarunga had been 
“looking down on me my whole life” and she 
regarded the barrier arm as “a stab into the flank 
of the mountain I love”.

The meeting voted to continue its campaign 
for the Maunga Authority to be more 
consultative with Devonport people.

• Former minister of Treaty negotiations 
Chris Finlayson, who enacted the legislation 
to create the Maunga Authority, has agreed to 
meet with the action group to discuss future 
moves.

Face to face... organiser Geoff Chapple hands the petition to 
Maunga Authority chairperson Paul Majurey 

Feelings run hot as maunga bosses front up
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Intolerance and racist undertones simmered 
alongside parochial Devonport passion at the 
Takarunga/Mt Victoria public meeting last 
week.

One of the petition organisers, Danny Watson, 
gave an extended Maori welcome for the 
Tupuna Maunga Authority members and staff 
who had accepted the invitation to come and 
hear local grievances.

Maunga Authority manager Nick Turoa was 
halfway through his response when calls from 
the crowd such as “speak a language we can all 
understand” and “is this all going to be held in 
Maori?” echoed around the hall. One member 
of the audience left in protest.

Another attendee, Laura Martin, was so 
appalled she later used her speaking time to 
call the meeting to account for the racism she 
identified in what she had seen.

The behaviour of the crowd was poor – 
embarrassing even. Devonport should be 
thankful no national media were there to record 
it. At worst it was racism; at best it was very bad 
manners to visitors to our “Devonport home”. 
Why let Danny have his say and then shout 
down the authority?

I would have thought Maori welcomes and 
the consequent reply are now so much part of 
New Zealand society that they would have 
become an accepted way of starting a meeting.

Fortunately proceedings calmed down and 
the more generous heart of Devonport rose to 
the surface. Locals whose families had lived in 
the area for 150 years spoke of their love for the 
mountain. They are its guardians and protectors, 
just as Maori are. It is sacred to them as well. 
They wanted to have a say, from a grass-roots 
perspective, on  plans for the mountain.

Here’s the rub. Over the last decade, locals 
have felt left out of decision-making. For 
example, huge numbers of Devonport people 
joined the fight to save land at Fort Takapuna 
from development. Some of it became park, but 
then the government disposed of some of it in a 
Treaty settlement, with no consultation locally.

Maunga petition organiser Geoff Chapple 
said working to the letter of the law, as the 
Maunga Authority has done, may be correct by 
statute, but it was not always right. It is a good 
point. Why didn’t the authority start off in a more 
traditional way and have a series of hui around 
Devonport to thrash out issues and concerns? 

The fact the authority came to Devonport 
to hear locals’ concerns – albeit belatedly – is 
progress. However was it consultation? Maunga 
Authority chair Paul Majurey failed to mention 
acclerated moves for Maungauika/North Head 
to come under the authority were to be discussed 
this week.

There are opportunities when Maungauika/
North Head comes under the auspices of 
the Maunga Authority.  A ‘friends-of-the-
mountains’ type of group, which could feed 
grass-roots ideas into the mix is likely. And 
with two mountains to look after in Devonport, 
it would be great if the authority set up a small 
management office in the town. It would be 
excellent for the welfare of the mountains, and 
a symbol of working with the community rather 
than above it, and as a place to take on local 
ideas and passion.

I stand by my stance that the mountain 
should be vehicle-free. But let’s hope in the 
future local views are better considered and, in 
a true partnership, authorities make use of the 
commitment to Devonport that we all share.

• The summit of Takarunga/Mt Victoria became vehicle-free on 1 March, with a barrier 
erected on the mountain road.

•  Vehicle access for those with limited mobility is available by calling the Maunga Authority 
to get a code. Mountain users such as the Michael King Writers’ Centre, The Devonport 
Folk Club and Devonport Tours have negotiated access rights.

• An action group of Devonport locals – Cam Calder, Geoff Chapple, Mike Cohen, Ian 
Free, John Retimana and Danny Watson – launched a petition opposing the barrier 
and what they saw as a lack of consultation with the local community.

• A public meeting, attended by the Maunga Authority and more than 100 people, was 
held at Devonport Community House last week.

• Authority chair Paul Majurey accepted the 1370-signature petition and agreed to take 
it and feedback back to the authority for discussion.

• The barrier arm and vehicle ban will stay.
• A ‘Friends of Mt Victoria’-style group is likely to  set up to liaise with the Maunga Authority.

Editorial

The Takarunga/Mt Victoria story at a glance

.

Appalled at racism…              
Laura Martin 

In full flight… Danny Watson 
welcomes the Maunga Authority

Locals make themselves heard… 
Laurie Spinley (left) was another 
who spoke. With all seats taken, 
the crowd spilled out onto the 

floor

Intolerance mars showdown over maunga access
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  Auction: On Site, Sunday 10th June 2018,12pm                
Address: 14 Northboro Road, Takapuna                    
Open Homes:  Sat and Sun 2 - 2.30pm 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, two living rooms, open 
plan kitchen and dining. Lovely new kitchen, heat 
pump for heating and cooling. Substantial 683m2 
section with plenty of off street parking.  

 

 

 

Auction: On Site, Sunday 17th June 2018, 12pm          
Address: 17A Fraser Road, Devonport                          
Open Homes:  Sat and Sun 11.45 - 12.15pm 

First time on the market ever! 586m2 of land with 
fruit trees in the backyard. Original and ripe for 
renovation. Rare opportunity for an investor or 
first time buyer. Beneficiaries are keen to sell! 

Auction: On Site, Sunday 3rd June 2018, 1pm              
Address: 65 Old Lake Road, Devonport                            
Open Homes: Sat and Sun 12.30—1pm 

 Sat and Built in the 1940’s on 440m2 of freehold 
land this charming duplex is oozing potential to 
add value. Very sunny and bright with indoor/
outdoor flow both front and back. 

Price: $1,398,000                                                                
Address: 26B Seabreeze Rd, Devonport                       
Open Homes: Sat and Sun 11—11.30am 

Elevated position opposite Golf Course. Solid 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom 1970’s brick and concrete 
block build with double garaging. Refurbished in 
recent years. 
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By Rob 

Drent

An opera event for Devonport, under 
investigation by the business association, 
needs support from the community and 
wider afield. Devonport remains almost 
completely off the radar in terms of 
Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic 
Development (ATEED) funded events. It’s 
a strange state of affairs, as over summer 
thousands of tourists, from overseas cruise-
ship passengers to visiting New Zealanders, 
flock to Devonport to enjoy its many charms.

Over the past year, more than 21,000 
people sought out the Devonport Visitor 
Centre – no thanks to ATEED, which has 
refused to pay a cent towards its costs. The 
number of events in Devonport has declined 
over the years since we were absorbed into 
Auckland Council. 

The demise of the popular Devonport 
Food and Wine Festival, is a case in point;  
a victim of bureaucratic health-and-safety 
costs and a refusal by Auckland Council to 
recognise it as a regional event and sponsor 
it as such. The organisational burden and 
financial risks simply became too much for 
Devonport Rotary, a group of volunteers. 

Major sponsorship will be needed for 
the opera event. But does it need to be 
completely stand-alone? What a great finale 
it would be to Sculpture OnShore 2020. 
Opera at Fort Takapuna among the sculptures 
– now that would be a spectacle to behold.

Two dairies – at Narrow Neck and 
Bayswater – were subject to callous criminal 
raids in recent weeks. 

In the case of Devon Superette, just up 
from Narrow Neck beach, the thieves were 
so inept that fortunately they made off with 
only a few ice creams and packets of sweets. 

The crimes have a profound effect on 
dairy owners. The Patels have owned Devon 
Superette for 17 years and are very much part 
of the community. Neighbours and others 
have been quick to offer their support.   

At Bayswater Superette, the owners told 
the Flagstaff they were “new” and did not 
want to talk further. It’s a great shame – they 
have just arrived and have had to go through 
something like this.  

I’m sure I’m not alone in thinking both 
sets of owners should be able to live and 
work safely in our community.

It was incredible to see James Hinchco 
back playing for North Shore Premiers. How 
many times has he retired, only to make a 
comeback when the top side is in dire need?  

He’s scored three tries in a couple of 
games this season as well. He’s played 
many more than 100 games for Shore and 
is a throwback to the now seemingly distant 

days when club stalwarts were commonplace 
and it was an honour to turn out every week 
for your team.

Further to the difficulties North Shore 
Rugby Club is having with special liquor 
licences (liquor-licensing authorities issued 
permits to the club in error for decades, it 
seems), I hope the issue is sorted out soon. 

The club has become a focal point for 
funerals and other community events, 
and it is also missing out on substantial 
fundraising opportunities. A recent Seagulls 
old-boys function prior to a match with 
Takapuna – an event which can raise up to 
$40,000 – had to be cancelled.

When I first started at the Flagstaff two 
decades ago, there was the odd complaint 
around town about parties (usually 21sts 
and the like) at the rugby club. But 
nothing for years. In reality, drink-driving 
crackdowns have put paid to a lot of the 
old-style revelry.

Auckland Council is moving to amend 
the Vauxhall Reserve management plan to 
allow the club to have a number of special 
licences a year.  

Wouldn’t it have been fairer to allow the 
rugby club to continue business as usual 
until the changes were made?

How many people are really opposed to 
the  vehicle ban on Takarunga/Mt Victoria? 
Impossible to know in absolute terms but 
a quick Flagstaff facebook poll last week 
showed 55% were  in favour of no cars.
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A Devonport Pink Ribbon Breakfast held 
at Correlli’s raised almost $2000 for the 
Breast Cancer Foundation.

Around 50 people attended the breakfast, 
an annual event organised in recent years 
by Lynda Betts.

Money was raised through a silent auction, 
with goods donated by artist Diana Poor, 
Sustainabag, Correlli’s, Paradox Books, 
Cosi Fan Tutte, Skin Sense, Toti, Yarntons, 
S’Pacific, Devonport Chocolates and The 
Natural Health Company.

Correlli’s also contributed $500 and the 
Flagstaff donated advertising for the event.

Café catch-up (from left to right)… Dianne Hale,  
Christine Russell, Diana Russell and Trish Sweetman 

Happy to help a good cause… Carol and Bill Macky

In the pink… Patricia Hinchey 
enjoys the morning

Devonport Pink Ribbon Breakfast

In June we launch our new initiative,  
RoseTalks. RoseTalks are short, one-hour 
presentations on topical or interesting 
subjects. Join in a fun chance to sit with 
others in the community and discuss an 
interesting presentation.

FoR MaTaRIkI
archaeology of M -aori Settlement  

of Devonport Peninsula
Tuesday July 3, 7.30pm (approx. 1 hr)

Local historian and all-round personality 

Dave Veart will present a historical and ar-

chaeological review of M
-
aori settlement of 

the Devonport peninsula. This was one of 

the first places to be settled by the East Poly-

nesian colonists, evidenced by stone tools 

found in the area. The moa ovens found at 

Torpedo Bay also indicate early settlement. 

Dave will look at why it was such an early 

settlement and touch on the later history. 

Entry is free, but The Rose Centre would 

welcome koha by gold-coin donation. No 

bookings, first come, best dressed.

 JUNE aT THE RoSE CENTRE
The Pillow Man

Martin McDonagh
,
s (In 

Bruges and Three Bill-

boards Outside Ebbing, 

Missouri) play is a dark 

and thrilling show. Run-

ning for just four days, 

June 6 to 9, 7.30pm each 

day, tickets at iticket.co.nz.

 RyMaN HEalTHCaRE PRESENTS  
NoRDaN IN CoNCERT

2pm, June 16
See the amazing musical duo that is Nor-

dan playing their North Atlantic Sound-

scapes live. Call us to book.

 THE SCaRlET PIMPERNEl
June 22 7pm and June 23 2 & 7pm

Devonport Theatre Company
,
s Teen Class 

delivers this classic play with gusto and 

fun. Tickets just $15, or concessions an even 

lower $10. Call us to book.

 JUly SCHool-HolIDay PRogRaMMES
sKids will be back with a very active two 

weeks. Just keep an eye on their website, 

which you can get by Googling “skids Bel-

mont”.
For the dramatic, the singers, the dancers 

in the family, National Youth Theatre Com-

pany has programmes in July. Check their 

web page at allstars.co.nz.

Come on along to The Rose Centre  
in June – winter entertainment  
that warms and entertains you!

P 09 445 9900
E info@rosecentre.co.nz

F @RoseCentre    W rosecentre.co.nz
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Supporting breast cancer education, advocacy and research… 

(From left to right) Katherine Downs, Jo Blair, Hayley Law, Gillian Ferry and Tanya Gamman
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A Super City welcome to historic Devonport

Letters

 I thought it was time to post you an image 
of where Auckland Council’s new Unitary 
Plan is leading us. 

Anybody driving into Devonport during 
the last month will have seen the latest ‘Blot 
on the Landscape’ on the skyline at King’s 
Store. This tilt slab monstrosity is the sort 
of travesty  that the current town planning 
of the Super City now allows. Multiple 
storeys, on top of the ridgeline, and smack 
across the gateway into historic Devonport. 

Maybe we should approach the new 
owners to see if the Council can relocate its 
‘Welcome to Devonport’ sign and attach it to 
the side of this new edifice? It would certainly 
be an improvement and possibly cover up 
the visual outrage that has been perpetrated!  
Ian Goldingham

Music over sentry duty
There seems to be a lack of clarity about 

events that evoked interest in the Maunga 
Authority on the mountain.

Attempts were made for some to talk with 
them, without sucesss. 

Read Geoff Chapple’s article in the 20 
February New Zealand Herald.

The barrier arm was installed, quickly, 
without any input from the locals 
concerned. As for the so-called satisfactory 
arrangements with the folk club, this 

involves standing in the elements playing 
barrier-arm guard instead of listening to the 
local and overseas musicians. 

Sentry duty has never been a popular 
occupation, but in the past we may have had 
enemies. We must explore ways of keeping 
the mountain sacred, and using our beautiful 
asset to the satisfaction of all. We should do 
this properly, because it could be a model for 
the other cones of Auckland.
Alec Hill

The drinking fountain on the 
boardwalk of Devonport wharf was 
well used, but was removed months 
ago, when alterations began. Auckland 
Transport said in an early-April email 
to me that it was removed as part of 
Phase 2 and will be reinstalled as part of 
Phase 3. “The team is investigating the 
feasibility of re-installing the removed 
drinking fountain in the meantime.” 

I have heard nothing more.
   Liz Phillip

Wharf users 
go thirsty

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz
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Whisky drinkers unite in welcome
What a sad mournful letter from Roger Giles 

(“No need for another bottle shop”, Flagstaff 
18 May). I’m hoping that other readers will 
accede that we need a “Liquourland” to vie 
with Glengarry Wines, especially for spirits. 

Another good reason, for Flagstaff readers: 
we get Flybuys every time we shop with New 
World Clubcards.

Whoopee! For example, whisky drinkers 
with 310 points will be rewarded with a 
700ml bottle of Chivas Regal, 12-year-old 
Scotch Whisky. Winter is on its way, and 
it was George Bernard Shaw who wrote, 
“Whisky is liquid sunshine”. 

Another well-known quotation worth 
sharing was written by Roy ‘Chubby’ Brown: 
“My favourite drink is a cocktail of carrot juice 
and whisky. I am always drunk, but I can see 
for miles.”

Let’s all welcome Liquorland. They will 
redeem your basic whisky needs when you 
are flying buy. Let’s welcome them with open-
minded arms.

It would be awful if we all do nothing. In the 
immortal words of Spike Milligan, “We can’t 
stand around here doing nothing, people will 
think we are workmen.”
John Hipkins

I am writing in response to points made in 
the Flagstaff article “News hound attacked 
at Devonport Dog Parade” (Flagstaff, 
20 April) and in subsequent articles and 
commentary. 

 We were surprised that no-one from the 
Dog Parade organising team was contacted 
for comment before this article went to print. 
If they had been, we could have explained 
that instructions requiring attendees to keep 
dogs on leads was included in all official 
Dog Parade event promotion, including in 
the advertisement in the Flagstaff. 

This requirement was reinforced at the 
event on the day by the MC. The event 
manager also informed Auckland Council 
Animal Control of the event beforehand and 
invited them to attend.  Unfortunately they 
were not there at the time of the incident 
between the two dogs.

 We have subsequently talked with one 
of the stallholders who was nearby and 
witnessed the incident.  The stallholder 
noted that both dogs were on leads at 
the time the incident occurred. She also 
witnessed your reporter’s dog ‘going for’ 
the food that the other dog was eating at 
the time.

At any future Dog Parade events, our 
event organisers will reinforce the rules 

of owner control of the dogs even more 
rigorously and they will ensure animal first-
aiders are on site. 

 I would like to conclude by saying that 
the Devonport Dog Parade is a fantastic 
community event that has raised over $20,000 
for animal rescue charities, and this is the 
first time this kind of incident has occurred 
in the six occasions that the event has been 
run. The injury that Emelia’s dog received 
was upsetting and we will try to ensure that 
anything similar is avoided in the future.
Dave Veart
Chairperson, Devonport Peninsula 
Trust 

The Flagstaff stands by its story - Editor. 

Dog event organisers will ‘reinforce rules’

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008
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Serving You First

Winter Fun Preschool Play
Tuesdays, 5 June to 30 October, 9:30am–11am 

The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont  
Toddler time to play with big toys, be active and 

make new friends. Sessions are casual/free entry, 

caregiver supervision required. For more info, 
contact Moira or Maria ph: 445 9533 or email:  

maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

DevonPort craFt  
& Fine FooD Market

Sunday 10 June, 10:00am–2:00pm 
Harmony Hall, 4 Wynyard St, Devonport

Devonport Craft & Fine Food Market brings  

together 40+ hand-picked stalls showcasing the  

best of Auckland’s craft talent plus a delicious  

range of fine-food stalls.

DevonPort MiDWinter sWiM
Sunday 17 June, 11am, 

Windsor Reserve, Devonport 
Registration from 10:40am 

Calling all midwinter swimmers! Come along 

in your best swimming costume and join us in 

celebrating Matariki and the midwinter solstice  

at this iconic Devonport event! The dip in 

the sea will be followed by a cup of hot soup  

for all swimmers and prizegiving. 

For more info contact Amanda 021 184 7271.

DevonPort MuseuM
Tues–Thurs, 10am–12pm & Sat–Sun, 2pm–4pm 

Mt Cambria Reserve, Devonport
Looking for a good wet-weather activity?  

Visit Devonport Museum and check out  

their extensive collection of memorabilia,  

photographs and records, showcasing  

the history of Devonport.

Devonport Peninsula Community eNEWS
To receive the Devonport Peninsula eNEWS, 

a monthly email listing of community events, 

and other community notices, please email  

us at maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

With special thanks to the  
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for  

funding the Devonport Peninsula Trust.

Maria teape  Community Coordinator
445 9533 | maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

ESTABLISHED 1971

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

1 Fleet Street, Devonport
Phone 445 0483

email: fleetst@ihug.co.nz
www.fleetstpanel.co.nz

Dennis Hale & Nathan Hale

24 Hour Towing
Devonport Owned 

and Operated

Letters are welcome.  They should be 
on Devonport-related topics. Nom-de-
plumes or submissions without a name 
will not be printed. 

Email to news@devonportflagstaff.
co.nz or post to Devonport Flagstaff, 
PO Box, 32 275, Devonport. 

Letters to the Editor
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David Downs responded to his lymphoma diagnosis with optimism and a blog. Given six months to  
live after chemotherapy failed, he put his faith in a new treatment in America. Geoff Chapple reports.  

The man who choreographed cancer

Within hours of his diagnosis, David Downs 
began a blog, and his insouciant approach to the 
disease was right there in the title: A mild touch 
of the cancer. 

He’d once been on the stand-up comedy 
circuit, and his mates revelled in this jaunty 
raising of the middle finger to the big C. The 
news spread, and one of those mates texted back: 
“Well I’ve just filled my petrol car with diesel, so 
we’ve all got our problems Downsy.”

That set the tone. The statistics for non-
Hodgkin lymphoma showed a long-term 
remission, or cure rate of 80 per cent; as a 

confirmed optimist, David Downs told himself 
100 per cent. The cure was six cycles of chemo, 
three weeks at a time, eighteen weeks. “The 
columns will go on for about that long,” he 
wrote. “Stop me if it gets boring.” 

Never boring. Selfies abound as he mugs his 
way through the procedures. The blog flinches 
not a whit from the farts and constipation 
of chemo. Pop-culture plot points and puns 
abound, and sometimes the writing lifts toward 
macabre brilliance... “Some of my bones, long 
hidden under layers of subcutaneous fat, are now 
making themselves appear. It’s like draining 
a swamp and seeing all the tree stumps and 
shopping trolleys.”

During visits home, he raids Ike’s in Clarence 
St to theme his hospital room: French week 
– Mexican week – Irish week. His visitors 
begin to look like refugees from a carnival, 
North Shore Hospital’s reception desk issuing 
directions without even asking who to: You 
must be looking for David Downs. He’s up at 
Ward 10, room 4. The doctors too submit to the 
theme before entering the room. Downs has his 
own room because he’s often toxic. Sometimes 
he’s radioactive. 

In hospital, you shuffle and shrug within 
long corridors, and your illness is “debilitating”. 
That word is alluring, says Downs. He feels its 
power. It explains a lot, tweaks sympathy. Yet 

any negative word, he recalls from research 
he’s read, can cause the amygdala – that walnut-
sized fear centre of the brain – to release stress 
hormones and neurotransmitters. These change 
the way the brain operates, towards passive 
acceptance. 

So then, this disease, and the treatments that 
cause even your eyebrows to migrate south, 
are not “debilitating” but simply “a wee bit 
annoying.” The amygdala goes back to sleep. 
Downs remains upright, alert, even on the days 
he feels bad. One of the 80 per cent who get 
the cure. 

He and wife Katherine are in a taxi, headed 
for the airport. They’ve just dumped the New 
Zealand medical system. Thirty-six weeks 
on from first diagnosis, he’s now done three 
separate courses of chemo, and they’ve all failed. 
He’s ingested the radioactive sugar solutions so 
MRI scans can check the chemo’s effects, and 
the cancer loves that stuff. Soaks it up, for there it 
still is in the MRI imaging, amongst the organs. 
The new tumour. Small but ferocious. Glowing. 

They’re pulling out of Devonport, and they’re 
late to leave. The Lake Rd choke point looms 
ahead. That’s bad enough, but then the phone 
vibrates in Downs’ pocket. It’s the Harvard 
University Teaching Hospital in Boston, 
Massachusetts. The one that’s running the trial 
that could save his life. The hospital wants a 50 

Alive and flourishing... David Downs’ experimental cancer treatment led to complete remission

Lenny Russell
M: 021 222 7450 | P: 09 446 1183

E: Len@LITU.co.nz | www.litu.co.nz

Project Management – Light Building
Repair Work – Property Clearing

Landscaping – Handyman
Electrician – Plumber – Gasfitter  

Locally owned & operated

Property Maintenance & Services
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will be $300,000, manageable, particularly 
with the hugely generous donations that a 
‘Givealittle’ campaign has brought in. 

Downs sits outside the Esplanade Hotel, 
pinot noir to hand. A big guy, with the quick 
wit, charm, and competence that powered his 
youthful stand-up comedy sketches, then an 
international career in IT, then his books on New 
Zealand inventions and, most recently, his job 
as General Manager, Projects, for New Zealand 
Trade and Enterprise.

He’s alive and well, and he’s recalling the 
treatment. They harvested his T cells, the body’s 
hunter-killer cells, altered them genetically in a 
lab to recognise the cancer in Downs’ body, then 
squirted them back through the chemo portal 
in his chest. In that moment, Downs tasted 
creamed corn. Just 3.7 mls of GMO blood, a 
tiny amount, but the cells were alive, and if they 
detected the cancer, they’d rapidly replicate. If 
they do that, said the doctors, you’ll experience 

per cent deposit on the cost of the treatment – 
$750,000.

Well bite me! A forgotten voice shrills out 
of the Downs limbic system. If nothing else, 
Boston has achieved immediate cut-through to 
the amygdala. 

“There’s no way I can arrange a payment of 
$750,000 today,” says Downs, keeping his voice 
steady. The villas of Devonport are slipping past 
the taxi window. It’s already occurred to him 
he’s going to have to sell their property, but you 
can’t do that quickly.

“Well, we have to cancel the appointment,” 
says Boston, and Downs admits to a stab of 
panic right then. The amygdala is pouring out 
stress hormones and neurotransmitters. He digs 
wildly for his cards, and gives the numbers.

“There was a pause at their end,” recalls 
Downs, “and muffled talking while I guess 
they hurriedly talked to their boss. Then they 
ask, ‘What’s your credit limit?’. ‘No idea,’ I told 
them. ‘But fill your boots – whatever you can 
get away with.’”

In New Zealand, he’s just been told by 
doctors: “David, you might have to curb your 
optimism a little and think about the worst-case 
scenario.” He’s been given six months to live. 
But now he’s on his way to Boston, for within 
a day or two of that fatal prognosis, the man 
who’s choreographed his own cancer with such 
intimate flair is being uplifted and carried along 
by some vaster choreography. A Pfizer doctor 
in New York holidays in New Zealand, keeps 
an eye on the place, has picked up the blog, and 
recommends Downs to the Harvard hospital. 
The researchers there show interest. But trialists 
pay their way, and it’s expensive.

Downs doesn’t have the dollars, but he has 
advice from friends who know the American 
system. Forget that you’re fighting death, 
they’ve told him. Pretend you’re buying a 
used car, and negotiate with the salesman, 
downwards. The negotiation starts right then, 
in the taxi.

“The hospital agreed finally that they’d 
charge me $10,000,” says Downs, “which was 
pretty steep for just a one-hour appointment 
with the doctor. But I wasn’t going to argue 
any more.”

They arrive in Boston. The doctors see a fit, 
youngish, and personable male, good for their 
statistics. They’re bankrolled by companies 
seeking patents for the new treatment, and the 
results of this, only the second US lymphoma 
trial, will affect stock prices. 

With that much in their favour, David and 
Katherine negotiate. They go through the 
charges line by line. They win outpatient status. 
The doctor who okays Downs as an outpatient 
warns Katherine about temporary “neurological 
toxicity”. Some of the trialists end up in la-la 
land. And he says to Katherine, who’s little 
more than half Downs’ size, ‘If he collapses 
bring him in.’ Back in their apartment, Katherine 
will be eyeing the blankets and washing basket 
she’s going have to roll her husband onto, drag 
him to the lift, call to the doorman – Give us a 
hand here? 

Those are the risks, but they take them all, and 
cut huge swathes off the bill. The charge finally 

flu-like symptoms.
Four days later he starts to feel fluey and he’s 

overtaken by zen-like calm. Whatever the result, 
he’ll handle it. By now it’s March 2018, and 
there have been 57 blog postings so far. They’ve 
hugged the physical and emotional contours of 
the disease as close as an escaped ski. Now the 
readers that download blog 58 get to hear that 
the experimental treatment doesn’t work well 
on everyone, and that blog readership waits, in 
real time, for the PET scan results. They wait, 
and they suddenly see the ski leap off that cold 
landscape, hotdogging into the air, with twists, 
twirls, backward flips, forward somersaults, 
whatever you like. Complete remission. 

“There was huge serendipity around the 
timing,” says Downs in recall, “because what I 
had was exactly the cancer that Martin Crowe 
had, and died of in 2016. The same ‘double-
hit’ lymphoma. Even a year ago, when I was 
diagnosed, the treatment wouldn’t have been 
available. And my New Zealand doctors told 
me they’d never have managed to get me onto 
that trial.”

So was it all just blind luck? Downs takes a 
sip of pinot, and watches a lighted bus of early 
evening negotiate the tight turn out of Queens 
Parade, and head up Victoria Road. 

“I love that question, because it’s about your 
perception of the universe. I don’t necessarily 
believe there’s an intrinsic thing called luck, but 
there is a thing about how you perceive what 
happens to you, so I feel very lucky. Throughout 
the whole thing, all of it. So I did the treatment, 
and I got the completely best-case scenario.” 

Interview

 “Forget that you’re 
fighting death, they’ve 

told him. Pretend you’re 
buying a used car, 

and negotiate with the 
salesman, downwards.”
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Ties to Devonport remain strong for 
former Vauxhall School students Glenn 
Jones, Paris Kirby and Emma McIntyre, 
artists who will all be exhibiting at the 
school’s fine-arts fundraiser this month. 

All three artists have a strong connection 
to Devonport and its people, and are 
delighted to be a part of the fundraiser. 

“I’m just so glad to be asked,” says Jones. 
“It’s really great having my art here. It’s 
very much because of my former tie to the 
school.” 

Jones created three Devonport-inspired 
pieces for the exhibition. “I grew up on 
Tainui Rd until my early 20s. I still come 
back and drive past my old house,” he says. 

“I wanted to create something that was just 
for Devonport. I will always feel that sense 
of connection.” 

Jones (43) and his wife run an art business 
selling Kiwiana prints from their home in 
Westmere. 

Kirby (27) also grew up in Devonport, 
and really admires its strong artistic scene. 

“All the kids that come from here are 
creatives” she says. 

Kirby’s art focuses on native New Zealand 
trees. One of her paintings, ‘Puriri’, has a 
significant connection to her Devonport 
childhood. 

“I went through a hard time where lots of 
stuff was happening in my life, and I saw 
the lady from First Light Flower Essences 
in Devonport. She said, ‘You really need to 
connect with the puriri tree. It has strong 
feminine connections and it will really 
support you.’ This brought me back to my 
time at Vauxhall School. My favourite tree 
was the puriri tree in the field. I spent every 
lunchtime in that tree.” 

For McIntyre (28), family history helps her 
keep a strong connection with Devonport. 
McIntyre’s grandfather was popular New 

Zealand artist Peter McIntyre, and her father 
is artist and AUT visual arts lecturer Simon 
McIntyre. Her mother Sarah McIntyre is a 
founder of the Vauxhall Exhibition of Fine 
Arts (VEFA) and a teacher at the school. 
VEFA 2018 showcases artworks from over 
150 artists, including Rob Tucker, Greer 
Clayton and Jessica Pearless. 

The event, which runs from 8-10 June, 
includes a gala night, art workshops for both 

children and adults, and a family day. 
In 2016, the event raised $120,000 for the 

school and this year it seems to be gaining 
even more traction. 

“The gala evening sold out in record time 
– two or three days,” says event organiser 
Kyra Holland. 

“It just goes to show the merit of the 
exhibition. We’re really lucky to be supported 
by so many amazing artists.” 

Fundraiser artists drawn back to their Devonport roots

Where the art is... Artists Glenn Jones and Paris Kirby with works up 
for sale in the Vauxhall School fine-arts fundraiser  

Great pieces of art start with 
a vision and a plan…

Turn your visions into reality

Level 9, BDO Tower,   19 Como Street, Takapuna   09 551 6100    www.nzfp.co.nz
An adviser disclosure statement is available,  on request and free of charge. 

Proud to Support
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Local abstract photographer, Linda Jarrett, hopes to 
show Devonport’s true colours in her debut solo exhibition.

Walk: An Antithesis to the Decisive Moment, is shown 
held at The Depot Artspace as part of the 2018 Auckland 
Festival of Photography. “I want to show people a side of 
Devonport they have never seen,” she says. 

Jarrett uses a slow shutter speed while moving around, 
to create a different kind of photo. Instead of capturing 
one frozen moment, she captures many moments in one. 
“Everyone is living life in the fast lane, going from A to B 
too quickly. I tried to slow life down.” 

The photographs were captured on Jarrett’s morning 
walks around Devonport, which she says is the perfect 
place for her art. “The light in Devonport is good, the 
architecture is nice and it’s open and very inspiring.” 

Jarrett has been overwhelmed by the amount of support 
she has received locally. “It’s taken me a long time to pluck 
up the courage to do an exhibition” she says. “I have felt 
really supported by the community, and by The Depot.” 

The Depot Artspace is hosting a second photography 
exhibition alongside Jarrett’s. Creative director Linda 
Blincko and her team have taken this year’s photograhy 
festival theme of ‘Control’ and flipped it on its head to 
create Out of Control, an exhibition where anything and 
everything goes. “We live in a world where our lives are 
so regulated, and we are constantly being told what to do,” 
Blincko says. 

The Depot put a call out to the public for photography 
submissions and received a great response. “We really 
wanted the community to be involved. Devonport has a 
positive reputation for being activist and standing up for 
what we believe.” The exhibition accepted submissions from all ages, 
something that is uncommon for most galleries.

 “The sky is the limit,” Blincko says. “It’s so nice to be able to say 

Moving moments... Linda Jarrett with one of her photographs

Morning walks lead to photo exhibtion at The Depot

yes to everything, it’s really the ethos of this whole exhibition.”  
Walk: An Antithesis to the Decisive Moment and Out of Control, at 

The Depot, 1-20 June. 

vefa.co.nz

FINE ART FROM 150+ LEADING ARTISTS INCLUDING:

GREER CLAYTON, COMPONENT, MICHEL TUFFERY, ROB TUCKER, CRUZ JIMÉNEZ,  
MATT PAYNE, JENNI STRINGLEMAN, JOEL HART, HOLLY ZANDBERGEN, JEN SIEVERS,  

CATHY CARTER, RAY HAYDON, REUBEN PATERSON, PARIS KIRBY, YONEL WATENE,  
EMMA MCINTYRE, ADELE EAGLESON, KARYN TAYLOR, FIONA PARDINGTON AND MANY MORE.

FINE ART
VAUXHALL SCHOOL

EXHIBITION OF

8-10 June 2018

ON-SITE CAFE + BARISTA MADE COFFEE

ART + DESIGN WORKSHOPS AND LIVE ART DEMOS

PAINTINGS + PHOTOGRAPHY + SCULPTURE + PRINT + GLASS + CERAMICS

Free Family 
Festival Day 

Sunday!

VEFA_2018_Flagstaff Ad 171X120_FA 2.indd   1 25/05/18   2:00 pm
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The long-term future of the popular 
Artweek Glow event in Devonport is 
uncertain. 

This is partly due to the Devonport 
Business Association (DBA) being 
forced to vacate the former council 
offices building at 3 Victoria Rd.

The Artweek Glow installations 
mounted in Windsor Reserve are 
made by Unitec students. Part of 
the attraction of the location for the 
students was being able to use the 
old council building as a base to keep 
an eye on their works – even sleeping 
there overnight for added security.

However, Devonport Business 
Improvement District (BID) manager 
Toni van Tonder told the DBA May 
meeting that while the event had been 
based in Devonport the last few years, 
and was planned to be in October 
2018, there was no guarantee it would 
stay.

Organisers of Artweek Glow had 
made it plain to van Tonder that it was 
an “Artweek event, not a Devonport 
event.” 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member Mike Cohen said it would be 
a great shame if it moved. “When we 
get things up and running, they shift it 
to the other side.”

Sculpture OnShore gets 
$8000 community grant

NZ Sculpture OnShore was granted $8000 
in the round of Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board grants announced last month. 

The money will go towards paying for 
fencing, electrics, ramps, toilets, security, 
waste management and other costs for the 
November 2018 event.

Other grants for Devonport included: 
$2000 to the Devonport Business Associa-
tion towards graphic design and promotion 
for Matariki Devonport and $1500 towards 
general operating costs; $2000 to the Depot 

Artspace towards catalogue design and print-
ing and promotion for Wahine Taonga: Two 
exhibitions celebrating kuia and older women 
across cultures; $2500 to the Rose Centre 
towards the installation of a sound system in 
its community rooms; $3800 to the Devonport 
Community House towards the installation 
of air conditioning in its art room; $6000 to 
North Shore Croquet Club towards cost of 
the restoration of one of the club’s lawns; and 
$2000 to Stanley Bay Bowling Club towards 
the cost of a greenkeeper.

Devonport  
could become  

a no-Glow zone

An application for a proposed bottle store, 
close to established liquor outlets Glengarry 
Wines and New World, has received almost 
50 objections.

BP Trading Company Ltd has applied to 
open a bottle shop in Clarence St, in premises 
previously occupied for many years by a video 
shop, which closed in 2017.

The name of the proposed bottle shop is 
Liquorland Boutique. 

Its planned opening hours are 9am to 10pm 
daily. 

Auckland Council manager of alcohol 
licensing, Peter Knight, said 43 public 
objections were received within the 
submissionperiod and another five were 
received late.

 The only support for the application had 
been via commentary on social media, he 
added. 

“The late objections will be sent to the District 
Licensing Committee for consideration. 
However the committee has no legal obligation 
to receive late objections,” Knight said. 

Nearly 50 objections to bottle shop 

The best holidays are created together.
House of Travel Devonport

55 VICTORIA ROAD, DEVONPORT
09 445 4211 |  DEVONPORT@HOT.CO.NZ

From Europe to New Zealand and in between, 
APT can help you get there and explore what the 
world has to offer.  Whether it’s from the comfort 
of a luxurious river ship, an intimate small group 
land discovery or a journey by coach or rail,  
APT can deliver.
 

Come join us in-store for an  
APT Travel Evening on 12 June, hosted by APT.

Please RSVP by phone or email by 9 June.

FROM EUROPE 

TO NEW ZEALND

APT Travel Even
ing

June 12th at 6.30pm
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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Devonport 09 445 2010
Major sponsor for the North Shore Cricket Club
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A stay of execution for the Devonport visitor 
information centre move from 3 Victoria Rd 
is being sought by the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board. 

The visitor centre is set to shift to a small 
premises in The Arcade, where the Devonport 
Business Association (DBA) has signed a lease. 
Auckland Council’s property arm, Panuku, 
has already said the DBA had to be out of the 
building by 31 May.

However, a business case to retain 3 Victoria 
Rd to provide for community  uses has been 
delayed until June.

Board member Grant Gillon told a recent 
local board meeting that the report was due in 
May, but had been delayed.

He hoped Panuku would not force any 

movement at the building until after the report 
had been completed.

Gillon said the sands were shifting on the 3 
Victoria Rd building “every time we think we 
have resolved something”.

At one stage there had been money set 
aside for the building to be used as a pilot for 
earthquake-strengthening work.

“I don’t know what happened to that,” said 
Gillon.

Panuku Portfolio Management Director Ian 
Wheeler said it has remained flexible and open 
to discussion about the timing of occupants 
leaving 3 Victoria Road.

Panuku has offered for the Devonport Penin-
sula Trust to stay in the building until the end of 
June. This allows time for the Devonport-Taka-

puna Local Board to agree the Trust’s new lease 
at its next business meeting (19 June) and for 
them to relocate with minimal impact to their 
operations.

Wheeler said the results of the ‘Future Use 
Assessment’ will be considered “as part of the 
outcome of a process Panuku is undertaking to 
identify whether there is an alternate council 
service need for the site or if it is no longer re-
quired for council purposes and can potentially 
be sold (i.e. rationalisation), which is currently 
underway.”  

Once this process has been completed, 
potential options for the future of the proper-
ty – including whether it will be leased again 
on a commercial basis – will be considered, 
Wheeler said. 

Around 21,000 people had visited the 
Devonport visitor information centre  in 
the year to 6 May.

Centre volunteer Lynn Dawson 
presented a petition of almost a 
thousand signatures  to the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board at its May 
meeting, seeking to carry on using the 
building for public service.

The board voted to forward the 
petition to Panuku and to Auckland 
Council’s heritage-advisory body.

The ground floor at 3 Victoria Rd 
could easily be turned into more 
community space, Dawson told the 
board in a presentation.

The visitor information centre only 
used around 45sqm of approximately 
200sqm. The rest of the space had 

been used for a World War I exhibition 
and U3A meetings.

Radio  s ta t ion  The  F lea  had 
expressed interest in moving in, and 
other community groups would also be 
keen to utilise the building if they were 
charged peppercorn rents, Dawson 
said.

A disappointing reality for the building 
Is that “nothing had happened along 
the lines” of a board resolution in 2016 
to support 3 Victoria Rd as the preferred 
site to promote the area to visitors as 
part of A Shore Coast Tourism strategy, 
she said.

Board member Mike Sheehy praised 
the volunteer-run centre: “Three 
hundred and ninety-six people (visiting) 
per week is huge.”

Dawson said the information centre 
is  open seven days a week from 
10am-4pm.

The new centre in The Arcade is small 
and tucked away off the street, and is 
far from ideal, Dawson said.

Board member Mike Cohen said 
there was no question the visitor centre 
was hugely successful and that it was 
a shame the “Auckland Council family” 
did not recognise the grass-roots 
provision of tourism advice.

Member Jan O’Connor said it might 
be possible to negotiate a month-by-
month lease with Panuku.

Ideally, a modified shipping container 
could be a home for the centre, located 
away from the wharf, as not all visitors 
came from the ferry, Dawson said. 

Visitor Centre a runaway success

The 3 Victoria Rd council-building saga continues

Last public meeting at historic building?… The Devonport Business Association (DBA) held its May board 
meeting in the former council chambers at 3 Victoria Rd.
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Fixed weekly fees* 
- know what you’ve got to ‘play’ with

Full continuum of care - keeping 
care at the heart of everything we do
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Ryman Peace of Mind
Not all retirement villages are the same...

81
31

For more information about the Ryman difference phone 
Janet or Mark on 445 0909 or visit www.rymanhealthcare.co.nz
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In-store Naturopath and Pharmacists

Belmont Pharmacy
Your natural health specialists

Value – Best Prices
Value – Best Range
Value – Best Advice

Click & Shop @ www.nzpharmacyconnect.co.nz

Belmont Pharmacy
 143 Lake Rd, Devonport • Ph 445 8247

www.belmontpharmacy.co.nz

Allan Pollock

Kathryn Pollock

SINCE 1989

DEVONPORT
DENTALCARE Dr. Andrew Steele BDS Otago

We now have the latest technology 
from Switzerland to give you the  

best clean and polish ever
Incredible results. Removes stains. 

Fast and pain-free.
Introducing Air-Flow Therapy 

Book now for your stunning summer smile. 
Ph 445 0097 or email info@devonportdental.co.nz

Concerns have been raised about the 
possibility of double-decker buses operating 
around Devonport.

Auckland Transport plans to increase its use 
of double-decker buses around the city, as a way 
to increase passenger numbers.

Trees may have to be trimmed back if double-
deckers were introduced to Devonport routes, 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Mike Cohen told the May board meeting.

“The buses could have an impact on the 
verandas [of the commercial buildings] in the 
Devonport Heritage area,” Cohen said.

Board chair George Wood said Devonport 
was unlikely to be a high priority area for 
double-decker buses, due to its comparatively 
low passenger numbers. “I don’t think we will 
have to worry about double-decker buses in 
Devonport for a considerable time,” he said.

A Santa’s grotto may be located in the 
Devonport shopping centre prior to Christmas.

The Devonport Business Association 
(DBA) is pondering where to position its large 
Christmas tree this year.

In the past, Devonport received regional 
attention when the tree was located outside on 
the end of Devonport Wharf. But an outside 
location has now been ruled out due to health-
and-safety regulations.

DBA board member Ian Cunliffe said 

an empty shop for “a Santa’s grotto” was a 
good idea.

Another option for the tree is to locate 
it inside Devonport Wharf. But Devonport 
BID manager Toni van Tonder felt that might 
be wishing ferry users a merry Christmas 
rather than Devonport residents. Devonport 
Library is another possible site, but it had 
been reluctant to have large installations there 
in the past.

With the move out of the old council offices 

at 3 Victoria Rd, the DBA board was faced 
with the difficult task of where to keep the 
tree. It has decided to pay $850 for a firm to 
store it, put it up with lights and decorations, 
and then take it down.

To hire a tree every year would cost $2600 
each time, Van Tonder told the DBA’s May 
meeting.

Local boatbuilder Kevin Johnson had 
previously used his extensive knot knowledge 
to put up the tree.

Four seats outside Devonport Post 
Office have been removed, but council 
can’t do anything about it as the seats 
are private property. 

The public IS worse off without the 
seats, which had been there for around 
50 years  without a problem and appear 
to have been maintained by council 
over that time, Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board member Mike Cohen said 
at the board’s May meeting.

Streets are the responsibility of 
Auckland Transport (AT), and Cohen is 
annoyed if it had dropped maintaining 
the seats solely because they are on 
private land.

Board chair George Wood said there 
was little council could do if the seats 
are on private land.

Cohen wanted AT to be contacted 
about the possibility of a solution to 
the seats.

Santa’s grotto suggested for Devonport

Double-decker buses 
a long way offPublic seats removed

BID money confirmed
A $120,000 Business Improvement Distict 

grant for Devonport has been ratified.
The money comes out of commercial 

rates levied on buildings in the centre 
of Devonport and was approved by the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board last 
month. The amount is the same as last year.
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To the Devonport Community,
Thank you sincerely for your support in raising funds 
on Poppy Day and Anzac Day. Once again you have 
contributed generously and shown true community 

spirit. Our Anzac Day service was attended by a larger 
number of people than in past years.

Particular thanks to our major corporate donors:  
Devonport New World, Supercity Scaffolding 
and the support of the Navy, the Sea Cadets  
of TS Leander and pupils of Vauxhall School.

All your donations large and small, will be administered  
by the Poppy Day Trust for the support and welfare of  

ex-service men and women and their dependants.  
They will be grateful for your generosity and support.

Secretary
Devonport RSA

Modifications to the Devonport Domain 
management plan will be needed to allow North 
Shore Rugby Club to apply for liquor licences 
for special events.

Changes to the plan – to allow the club to 
apply for four special licences per year – will be 
notified and a public hearing held. Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board members George Wood, 
Jennifer McKenzie and Mike Cohen will sit on 
the hearings panel.

The management plan has been in operation 
since 1993, with the rugby club’s licensed hours 
of 1 February-31 October, Monday to Friday, 
and Saturdays and public holidays, 7pm to 
10pm; and 1 November-31 January, Tuesday 
to Friday, 7pm to 10 pm.

However, over several decades the club has 
applied for, and been granted, special licences 
for events such as luncheons and funerals.

It has now been discovered liquor licensing 
authorities issued these licences in error. 

The rugby club was forced to cancel a recent 
Seagulls old-boys luncheon prior to a premiers 
game with Takapuna. These lunches can raise 
up to $40,000 for the club, and without them 
its finances are precarious.

North Shore Rugby Club chair Max Webb 
told the local board that club costs are $200,000 
a year. It has sponsorship from Harcourts, 
Firth and small businesses, and subscriptions 
totalling around $100,000, leaving  “a $100,000 
shortfall.”

The club has been located at Devonport 
Domain for 145 years and is an essential part 
of the wider community, he said.

As well as the Seagulls lunch, the club has 
had other lunches with proceeds  helping the 
Wilson Home, Takapuna Grammar School and 
Wakatere Boating Club.

The club is hoping for eight special licences 
per year, Webb said.

The special licences were not for late-night 
parties but for events such as funerals.

“The club is the biggest hall in Devonport,” 
he said. And it was currently in the awkward 
position of turning away approaches from 
people with deep connections to the club who 
wanted to have a funeral there.

Board member Mike Sheehy said: “It is 
a very important club in the area and people 
are very attached to it – when people die it is 
only natural they would want to have a funeral 
there.”

The licensing situation was frustrating for 
the community as well as the club, Webb said.  

“On twilight junior-playing nights, parents 
want to come along and watch and have a meal 
and a drink, but we can’t do that either.”

Board members are supportive of the club 
seeking changes to how its licence is applied.

Local board advisor Maureen Buchanan 
said four special licences were recommended 
– one per quarter – as they “should  be special 
licences, not business as usual”.

Council officials said changes to the 
management plan were an intermediate step, 
until the domain management plan as a whole 
is reviewed.

The club has 32 junior teams (including 
four girls teams), five senior teams and 1000 
members.

 

Local board gets behind rugby club’s plight

 A North Shore Rugby Club supporter who 
was sent from the sidelines after abusing a 
referee has written an apology to the official 
and issued a self-imposed ban.

The incident happened during an 
under-85 kg match between North Shore 
and Helensville at Vauxhall Reserve.

A complaint from the match referee was 
investigated by a North Harbour Rugby 
judicial officer. While the complaint process 
was confidential, North Harbour Rugby was 
satisfied with the outcome, general manager 
David Gibson said. He would not say how 
long the ban was for.

North Shore Rugby Club had also acted 
quickly over the incident, he said.

The treatment of referees has been 
worsening over time and it was discussed at 
North Harbour Rugby’s May board meeting.

A message was to be sent out to clubs 
and schools asking for better behaviour, 
Gibson said.

“We are watching this space with a 
heightened sense of awareness,” he said.

Rugby supporter 
apologises              
to referee 

• An independent design service

•  Commercial and residential  
projects completed throughout 
New Zealand and Australia

•  Complete design, drafting, 
tender management, building 
consent, resource consent  
application work and contract 
management services provided 

•  A personal approach with each 
and every client. 

“We will help you to make the best 
choices for your situation”

Contact Patrick Malloch 

021 204 2215

patrick@malloch.org.nz

malloch
architecture
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Friendly, experienced service 
for all of your plumbing needs.   

CALL DERRICK TRAVERS 

021-909790 
445-6691 

YOUR LOCAL  
CRAFTSMAN 

PLUMBER 

OEL

EST1971

OGDEN ELECTRICAL LTD

ogden electrical ltd

phone 0274 937380

Call Carl  
for all your  

electrical needs
0274 937380
or 445 7528 

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Guy Anderson
Painting and Decorating
All commercial and domestic decoration
undertaken. Interior and exterior decorating.
All wallpaper and fabrics. Expertly hung.
Skim coat plastering and stopping
Specialist in decorative paint finishes, 
carried out by a tradesman 
with 25 years experience.
Competitive pricing.
All work guaranteed.
PHONE 445 2549
MOBILE 021 767 093

30 years

experience

Professional Quality Service 
  Gasfitt n    Cert f n ensed
  er re   Plumber ra nla er 
  ll s e ts f Plumb n   ra na e

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

 r m b   

OBORN 
PLUMBING 

AND DRAINAGE LTD

Get the door you really want, in the 
colour and finish of your choice. 

Free measure and quote. 
10 YEAR GUARANTEE

Phone 09 444 8696
sales@homeplusdesign.co.nz

Visit our showroom
85 Ellice Rd, Wairau Valley, Auckland

Hours: 8 - 4 weekday
www.homeplus.co.nz

Wardrobe & 
Interior Doors

MELTECA    MIRROR   GLASS

Office: 445 8099 
email: info@bissetltd.co.nz
www.bissetltd.co.nz

Painting & Decorating Specialists
Serving Auckland for over 35 years

Master Painter of the Year 2017
Interior and Exterior  – New and existing, roofs, 

fences, decks and balustrading, wallpaper stripping, 
paint stripping, gib stopping, pressure cleaning.

Accredited Lead-based Removal Specialists.

JOHN BISSET LTD

villamasonryltd@gmail.com

www.scapetech.co.nz
scapetech@clear.net.nzscapetech@outlook.com

Phone Paul:
445 3154
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Alan Michie

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629

DEVONPORT
AUTO

CENTRE
Full Vehicle Servicing

and Maintenance WOF
ANDRE & WENDY CUMISKEY
Ph (09) 445 4456
Fax (09) 445 7629
1A Fleet Street, Devonport

Andrew Holloway
Floorsander

 l rsand n
 P l uret an n  and sta n n
 n ue and Gr e re a rs
 er n  e n rt s n e 
Please phone for a free quote

Phone 027 285 4519
ahfloorsanding@xtra.co.nz

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Barnett Bros.

Qualified builder and craftsman
Carpenter available now  

for door/window/sash/cord/sill  
replacements

All joinery repairs
All carpentry and associated  

building services
Home inspections

Bathrooms

SPECIALISING IN VILLA/BUNGALOW  
RESTORATION, RENOVATION & ALTERATIONS

All work guaranteed
Scott Barnett 021 188 7189
s.barnett.builder@gmail.com

Licensed building practitioner

Corey Norton
M 021 0220 5444  |  After Hrs 550 4218

email: cnorton@orcon.net.nz

Interior / Exterior
Residential
Commercial

Lives Locally
Free Quotes /Quality Work

For all your painting needs

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nzwww.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 

Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

plumbing tradesman
for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz
www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 

Plumbing Ltd

Your quality local

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

Your quality local
plumbing tradesman

for over 30 years

www.jeffersonplumbing.co.nz

Ph. (021) 731 646
Ph. (09) 445 3764

email: sjefferson@xtra.co.nz

Call Steve at

Jefferson 

Plumbing Ltd

Call Steve at

Jefferson 

Plumbing Ltd

LOCAL TO DEVONPORT
Call Peter Cairns for your free quotation
Phone 021 858 243 or 445 4675
email allsafe.electrical@xtra.co.nz

All Safe
Electrical
Services Ltd

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

For all your winter home  
services including: 
• Rodent Control •

• Heat Pump Cleaning •
• Chimney Sweeping •

Contact us  p. 09 445 3752
e. selecthomeservices@gmail.com
w. www.selecthomeservices.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Electrician
• Locally Based
•   Great Rates,  

Prompt Service
•  Everything Domestic 

and Commercial 
• Re-wires
• Switchboards

Call Dylan 
020 4154 5904

PLUMBING & 
GAS-FITTING

NEW INSTALLATIONS
HOT WATER SYSTEMS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
40 YEARS SERVICING DEVONPORT
GRANT  027-459-3880 

MIKE  021-934-898
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ACCOMMODATION
Cheltenham: 2 dbl br. Pri-
vate beach access, daily or 
weekly rent. Fully furnished.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
Cheltenham Beach Studio.  
Stunning studio with new fit-
out only metres from the beach. 
Available for short or long-
term holiday accommodation. 
Self-contained with separate 
access and private garden. 
Wi-Fi included. Phone Mike  
021 747 526.
Classy 3 bedroom, 2 full bath, 
fully furnished Devonport 
house on Achilles Reserve 
near Narrow Neck. More in-
formation go to www.devon-
porttuihouse.weebly.com or  
www.sabbaticalhomes.com. 
Ph: 445 7895.
Holiday Accommodation, 
Bayswater. Norwood stu-
dio. Private, well presented. 
$95 per night. Ph 446 1203.  
flexmans@gmail.com
Holiday Accommodation  
Che l t enham,  ab so lu t e 
beachfront.  One double 
and two singles, shady set-
ting, everything supplied.  
Ph 027 425 3008.
House to rent. Are you reno-
vating, or having visitors? Our 
3 Brm newly renovated home 
in Devonport is available to rent 
18 July-9 August. Rent neg. 
Ph Kirsty 021 273 1195.

ACCOMMODATION
Relatives visiting? Spacious 
garden studio with en-suite and 
kitchenette; minutes to Narrow 
Neck beach. Reasonable rates.  
Ph Pauline 445 6471.
Stunning  Chel tenham 
Beach Cottage, metres from 
the beach. Available for 
short or long-term holiday 
accommodation. Beautifully 
refurbished, one bedroom, 
self-contained cottage with 
a private garden. Phone Re-
bekah 027 694 3933 or email  
devonportbeks@gmail.com

FOR LEASE

Professional Offices 50sqm, 
9A Williamson Ave Belmont 
029 446 1204 or 027 4940 039.

TO LET

Shared office space available 
Wynyard Street Devonport 
WiF i  +  mee t ing  room 
email: admin@zest.co.nz,  
Phone 021 1388 220.
Storage or office space. 
42m2 for 7 months phone  
027 224 6267. Reasonable 
rates. 35 King Edward Parade.

   REST HOMES
Ascot House Retirement 
Home, quality care with digni-
ty in a friendly, family atmos-
phere. Phone Shona, 445 2518.

   REST HOMES
Komatua Care Centre – We 
care for older people who have 
memory loss and behaviour-
al difficulties. Professional 
care is given in a nurturing 
environment. For all enquiries -  
phone 445 1707.
Palm Grove Rest Home:  
A non-institutional style home 
providing compassionate, 
holistic care. Soul food and 
good people. Call Sharon By-
ron-McKay: 445-0009.

SERVICES OFFERED 
A1 Home cleaners   Weekly/
fortnightly. Husband and wife.
Honest, reliable, careful work-
ers. All equipment supplied.  
Refs avail. Ph/txt Joyce on 
022 073 1550 
A deck builder. Available 
now. Free quotes/advice. 
Workmanship guaranteed. 
Competitive rates. Quali-
ty materials. References. 
Ph Simon today 476 2107,  
020 476 2107. 
A housewasher and wa-
ter blaster. Available now. 
Moss and mould t reat-
ments. Free quote, prompt 
service and quality work-
manship. Ph Simon today  
476 2107, 020 476 2107.
A premium cleaning service 
weekly/fortnightly. Good 
references and high quality. 
Ph Simon today 476 2107,  
020 476 2107.

   SERVICES OFFERED
A painter is available now.  
Free quotes and advice. Refer-
ences. Workmanship guaran-
teed. Competitive rates. Quality 
materials. Interior/ Exterior/ 
Small jobs. Ph Simon today  
476 2107, 020 476 2107.
Amazing home cleaning in-
cluding windows. 15 years’ ex-
perience. References available 
phone 027 492 6220.
Are you having trouble man-
aging your Airbnb? I am a 
local with many years’ expe-
rience. I can look after your 
bookings if you go away or 
any other time. Also cleaning.
Reasonable rates. Please call 
021 856 922.
At Your Request Home 
Cleaning. Our local team is 
ready to deliver 5-Star ser-
vices in your home for week-
ly cleaning, spring, moving 
or open-home cleaning.  
Call Yvonne for a free quote 
phone 415 0028.
Builder available Small-
job specialist, repairs and 
maintenance. Skilled, relia-
ble and local. Please phone 
Clive Melling. Hm 445 2485,  
Mob 027 29 222 84.

SERVICES OFFERED 
Curtains & Roman Blinds  
Free measure, quote and 
design advice. 20 years’ 
experience.  Phone Sara  
027 625 5844. 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Custom-Made Lampshades 
- An easy & effective way to up-
date your interior decor!20yrs+ 
local known business serving 
commercial & residential cus-
tomers, specialising in new cre-
ations or reviving old favourites 
& vintage. Free quote & design 
advice.Contact: Claire, Oscuro 
NZ Ltd on 021 0249 7428,  
oscurolampshades@gmail.
com, www.oscuro.co.nz
Devonport upholstery. 
Recover specialist. Antiques 
and contemporary styles. Re-
cycling furniture for 36 years. 
John Hancox. Phone: 446 0372.
Devonport Window Repairs. 
Sash and casement windows, 
wooden doors. Rotten sills and 
window components repaired 
or replaced. General carpentry. 
For your local window spe-
cialist. Phone Hubert Strang -  
446 6174 or 021 274 4191.
Dog grooming available. 
Full groom, bath and blow 
dry, puppy introduction to 
grooming. Devonport-based.  
Call Barbara 021 141 0331.
Gardener Available Qual-
ified and experienced land-
scape designer. Enjoys getting 
his hands dirty. Good plant 
knowledge. Hard-working, 
reliable and creative with 
plantings. Contact Paddy 
022 502 2122 or 446 6188,  
paddyvogt@gmail.com
Gardening. Do you need 
regular help? No time for a 
tidy-up? Let me help. Ex-
per ienced gardener.  Ph 
Carolyn on 446 6517 or  
027 292 8167 for a free on-site 
consultation.
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272.
Handyman. Mature profes-
sional in Devonport, Bayswater 
area. Repairs, painting, those 
jobs you just don’t have time 
to do. Free quote. References.  
Ph. Brian 021 150 8898.
Housekeeper. Home cleaning, 
including windows. Expe-
rienced. References. Phone  
442 2273, 027 492 6220.
Jones electrical. Domestic 
and commercial electrician. 
Great rates, quick service.  
020 4154 5904
Let me mow your lawns and 
trim your hedges. I live locally. 
Phone Chris from Lifestyle Plus 
on 09-488-7279 or 027-245-
6264. Or you can email me 
on chris@lifestyleplusltd.nz. 
References available.
Locksmith, Devonport’s 
own Scot t  Richardson.  
Mob 021 976 607.
mint. HOME CLEANING 
Our local mint. couple are 
ready to deliver 5-star cleaning 
services in your home weekly 
or fortnightly. Or for spring, 
moving or open homes. Call Pat 
for a FREE quote 09 415 0028. 
Painter Experienced local-
ly based painter.  Interior 
specialist, personable, relia-
ble and sets high standards.  
Phone Richard on 027 44 99 
405 or email: yesplease56@
gmail.com 
Section services.  Trees: 
pruned, removed.  Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Section 
clean-ups. Ph Dom 027 222 
1223.
Tagbuster, graffiti looked after 
Devonport to Hauraki Corner. 
Call the Tagbuster 0800antitag, 
0800 2684 824.

SITUATIONS VACANT 
Gardener wanted - who is 
able to look after a good-sized 
garden involving sweeping and 
waterblasting paths, removing 
or spraying weeds, trimming 
hedges & trees, watering & 
caring for plants, leaf blower, 
general maintenance etc etc.  
All tools needed and garden 
bin are on-site.  Must be fit, 
have some garden knowledge, 
be reliable & honest and able 
to work 3-5 hours each week 
in central Devonport.  Prefer 
someone living locally.  Phone 
or txt James on 0274 340 300.
Reliable and fit wait person 
or front of house all-rounder 
required. Full- or part-time 
available in restaurant/bar and 
function area. Must be over 18 
years old and preference given 
to hospo experience. Emma, 
Esplanade Hotel, 1 Victoria Rd, 
Devonport. 445-1291

TUITION 
Art Classes @ D’Port Commu-
nity house: Wednesday night, 
life drawing; Friday morning, 
mastering art. Ph Lucy Bucknall 
– 446 0389. 
4-week Chinese language 
fun course. Mondays 10-
11am. $120 per person for 
4-wk course. Limited to 
6 people per course. Next 
course starts Monday May 8 - 
May 28 in the village. Contact 
Paddy. Tel: 022 026 4983. 
Email: ge.paddy@gmail.com
Guitar lessons. Private tuition 
in Bayswater, near the school, 
by experienced professional 
musician. Learn in a recording 
studio atmosphere. All ages, all 
levels. Phone: 022- 309 2272. 
Learn piano/keyboard. Les-
sons from $19.00. Private, 
Professional, Affordable, En-
joyment for all ages. Competi-
tions, Practical, Theory Exams. 
NZ Modern School of Music  
0800-696-874.
Learning Support Spe-
cialist NZ qualified pri-
mary teacher and regis-
tered teacher of dyslexia.  
O f f e r i n g  t a i l o r e d  t u i -
tion during or after school.  
Ph 027 391 3716 or visit 
www.squigglesdyslexia.co.nz 
Mathematics Tuition Availa-
ble for years 9 to 13 by a retired 
maths teacher. Phone Graeme 
445 8575.
Maths Tuition. 100% student 
pass rate in 2017 Ph Peter  
09 445 2283 or 021 0818 5037
Maths and physics tutor-
ing for secondary school 
students. From an experi-
enced university student.  
George: 021 063 5149.
Need help with some basic 
maths? Walk to or from school 
and learn with a friendly, highly 
experienced maths tutor at 43 
Calliope Rd. 40-minute ses-
sions - $30. Phone Wendy on 
415 8835. References available.
Piano  Lessons .  Piano 
& music theory tuit ion 
from classically trained pi-
anist. Devonport-based and 
can travel to your home.  
Ph 021 079 0005 or email  
windarc.darius@gmail.com
Primary Tutor Maths, Eng-
lish, Health & Wellbeing and 
Drama for 5-11-year-olds. 
School prep also available. Visit  
www.gschuwertutoring.com for 
further details. 027 410 6871 
gschuwertutoring@gmail.com
SLSS Swim School ,  11 
Evan Street, Belmont (off 
Eversleigh Road). Special-
ists in preschoolers. Phone  
486 6728 for more info.

Classifieds

Real Estate
buying, selling, renting

www.harcourtsdevonport.co.nz
Licensed Agent, REAA COOPER & CO REAL ESTATE LIMITED MREINZ DEVONPORT

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP 

TUESDAY 
$10 Adults  

and $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

WINE & 
CHEESE
Cheese, Grapes and 
Bread and a glass of 
wine for ONLY $15

VENUE HIRE
FREE VENUE HIRE*
Birthday parties
Private functions
Catering optional

*minimum spend applies

LIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
NEW FOUND SOUND (RAISE UP)  
A mix of bands and solo artists compete for their  
chance to perform at the Vibe Music Festival.  
Tickets $15 from Event Brite or The Vic – 8pm
MARINA BLOOM & MOVING STUFF 
An experienced group of musicians of diverse  
backgrounds playing an eclectic blend of original songs.  
Tickets $45 adult, $35 senior, $12 children 8+ – 5pm
HEAVEN & EARTH: RANGI & PAPA  
A glow-in-the-dark Matariki puppet show for children  
and adults, with original soundtrack and UV puppets. 
Tickets $15 Presale – 11am & 1pm
THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW  
The 1975 Classic Movie, with performance  
by the Hot & Flustered Shadowcast.  
$15 Student, $18.50 Adult - BOOK NOW – 8.30pm

NEW MOVIES RELEASE

KODACHROME (M) 105min  31 MAY
UPGRADE (R16) 100min   31 MAY
THE INCREDIBLES (2004)   QUEENS BIRTHDAY WEEKEND
TEA WITH THE DAMES (M) 85min   7 JUNE
OCEAN’S 8 (M) 110min  7 JUNE
TAG (TBA) Seriously. We’re not kidding   14 JUNE

FRI 22
JUN

SAT 23
JUN
22-26
JUN
FRI 29
JUN
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Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Caledonian Premier Tiling

SPECIALISING IN

Call Doug 09 446 0687
Mobile 021 187 7852

Contact Scott on  
021 976 607 

445 3064 
72 Lake Road, Devonport

SPECIALIST IN PROVIDING

  e  e s f r  
e st n  l s

  re a rs

 nstallat n

  ard are

Devonport’s
Locksmith

Call Sean Reeves for a free quote

• Housewashing • Roof treatments

• Waterblasting • Window cleaning

bubbleboyshousewashing@gmail.com

Ph (09) 377 4285  www.ovlov.co.nz

142 Beaumont Street, Westhaven
Parking out front in loading zone

 Full boating services
 Repairs and maintenance
 Expert advice
 Free peninsula pickup
 Mobile service available

Ovlov Marine Ltd

Professional Services

Vision examinations
Glaucoma checks

Contact lenses and solutions
Spectacle repairs

Driver s licence certificates 

85 Victoria Rd 
Devonport

Phone 215 9178

Red Dragon 
Computers

Christopher Jones Ph 445 7810

www.red-dragon.net.nz

Providing IT support to Devonport’s home 
users and small businesses since 2001

Get it right first time with a Microsoft Certified Professional

• Fast, reliable & cost effective
• Windows computers & iPad Setup
• Wi-Fi networking and ADSL broadband
• New computers custom built
• Repairs, Upgrades, Servicing
• Virus & Spyware removal

Providing IT support to Devonport’s home 
users and small businesses since 2001
 Fast, reliable  cost effective
 iFi and networking
 ew computers custom built
 epairs, pgrades, Servicing
 irus  Spyware removal

Now at 2 Roberts Avenue, Belmont
et it right first time with a Microsoft Certified rofessional

Joe Martin
0274 326 731
joe@sellingsimply.co.nz

	 	 	

Real Estate Sales 
Fixed Commission!!

$15,000 plus GST 
Includes Advertising!

19 Years Selling Locally
www.sellingsimply.co.nz

Licensed Real Estate Agent (REAA 2008)
Member of the Real Estate Institute of NZ

Massage & (ACC) Acupuncture

Located in The Arcade off Victoria Rd
Open: 9.30am - 8pm (7days)

Tel: 022 499 8832

DevonporT 
relaxing 
CenTre

• Insomnia 

•  Back, shoulder, 
neck pain

•  Injured arm,  
knees etc.

•  General 
stress

•  Migraines
• Tiredness

Phone 579 8966  
or 021 331 971

Safeguard 
Building Maintenance

Personal Trainer
Devonport Squash Club Gym

Personalised programmes
Nutrition advice

1:1 or small group
References available

Janet 021 101 96 95
personaltrainerjanet@gmail.com
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 Winter Fun 
2018

BELMONT                                       

For more information, contact 
Maria or Moira on (09)445 9533, or 
maria@devonportpeninsulatrust.nz

PreschoolPlayToddler time to 

play with big toys, 

be active, and 

make new friends.

FREE

entry!

Tuesday Mornings @ 9:30 - 11am

June 5 - October 30 

The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont
Parking available. Supervision by caregivers required.

BAYSWATER

NGATI WHATUA  ORAKEI

Earthworks are about to begin at the 
first of our housing developments on 
the Devonport peninsula.  

Situated at 50 to 58 Roberts Avenue in 
Bayswater, the architecturally designed 
scheme features 33 new freehold homes, 
including 27 walk-up apartments built over 
three levels and six three-bedroom terraced 
houses. The terraced houses feature three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and double 
garages, while each of the apartments has 
at least one car park and are a mix of one, 
two and three bedrooms. 

Resource consent has been granted for 
the development and the 1950s houses that 
were on the site have now been removed 
and recycled. The land is currently being 
cleared to make way for the next stage, 
which will see the earthworks get underway 
ready for building to begin. This involves 
levelling the site, upgrading services and 
preparing the foundations. 

You’ll start to see building activity rising 
above ground in a few months and 
the apartments and houses should be 

complete and ready for their new owners 
by the end of 2019.

We won’t start selling them until next year. 
However, we have been surprised with the 
level of interest from potential purchasers 
and are in the process of creating a 
database of interested people. 

The upper floors of the apartments and 
houses have good views over the city and 
harbour and there are great recreational 
opportunities nearby, with the Belmont 
Bowling Club and Belmont Park Racquets 

Club right next door. The development, 
designed by DKO Architecture, is also close 
to the ferry, bus links, schools and other 
facilities.

In the next couple of months, we will 
be hosting another community evening 
in the area to update local residents on 
both the Roberts Avenue project and 
our other housing developments on 
the North Shore. In the meantime, if you 
have any general queries, please email  
wrl@ngatiwhataorakei.com 

inga P ho Artist’s impression of the Roberts Avenue  
development in Bayswater.
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Twenty years ago: a selection from the Flagstaff files
• Heritage issues are to the fore, with moves 

to demolish a prominent villa on Church 
St. North Shore City Council planners 
recommended approval for demolition of the 
home – commonly known as old Joe’s house 
(after the eccentric character who lived there 
for many years). It was a test of Devonport 
Heritage protection regulations. 

 Developer Xeno Captain bought the house 
and the 2125sqm section about six months 
before for $650,000 (the land valuation). 
Around 40 tonnes of rubbish were removed 
from the house.

• Site investigations at the old Devonport 
gasworks reveal widespread contamination. 
Remedial works are put at a cost of up to 
$380,000.

• A Devonport Creche Black and White Ball 
sold out with attendees filling the Devonport 
Primary School Hall, dancing to the sounds of 
the Rikki Morris and Debbie Harwood Band.

• A 4000-sq-ft apartment in the old Devonport 
Power Station on Church St is up for sale 
for $539,000.

• North Shore Rugby Club holds its 125th year 
celebrations. Life member Molly Eagles cuts 
the cake, while District Court judge Barry 
Morris is guest speaker. The premiers side 
loses to arch-rivals Takapuna 40-10 on the 
day of the anniversary dinner, with star first-
five Frano Botica suffering a dislocated arm. 

• Bruce Fearnley hits a hole in one at Waitemata 
Golf Club.

• The Toroa Preservation Society launches a 
campaign to get the ferry – which had served 
the Devonport-Auckland run from 1925 to 
1981 – back to Devonport for restoration 
work.

• The venerable Murray Spackman, the 
minister at Holy Trinity for 17 years, speaks 
in the Flagstaff interview of his love of flying, 
and the church moving into the 21st century.  

Devonport minister Murray 
Spackman at Holy Trinity Church

Ph 445 4000  Fax 446 6601
31a Bartley Tce, Devonport

NEW OPENING HOURS
Mon–Fri 8am–7pm 

Sat 9am–6pm  |  Sun 10am–6pm
 

Conveniently located next 
to Devonport New World!

 IN  DEVONPORT

email devonport7daypharmacy@gmail.com
www.devonport7daypharmacy.co.nz

COMPLIMENTARY FACIALS
ASK IN STORE!

COMPLIMENTARY ARBONNE SKIN 
AND NUTRITION WORKSHOPS

JUNE ONLY!

NEW OPENING HOURS
Mon–Fri 8am–7pm 

Sat 9am–6pm  |  Sun 10am–6pm

NUMBER 1 
ANTI-AGEING IN US

FREE DELIVERY!* 
ON ONLINE SALES FROM

www.247pharmacy.co.nz
*Orders over $50 in Devonport

BUY 1, GET 1
1/2 PRICE
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Congratulations  
to previous 

edition winner:

Maria!

Sign up and win!
Devonport Flagstaff                                   

website relaunch
Sign up for our newsletter and win  

a double pass to the Auckland 
Philharmonia July 4 performance  

at the Bruce Mason Centre 
Get: • Devonport Flagstaff Newsletter
        • Latest jobs, events and news 
        • Read the Flagstaff online 

To sign up go to: devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

Devonport Flagstaff notches up  
25 years of publication in 2018

The Devonport Flagstaff will celebrate 25 
years of continuous publication this October.

In the fast-changing world of newspapers, 
publishing and the internet, two-and-a-half 
decades putting out a fortnightly paper is no 
mean feat. 

That’s around 600 papers, 25,000 pages, 
millions of words and numerous pictures – all 
about Devonport.

The Flagstaff interview started in 1997, when 
Rob Drent took over editorship. Since then, 
more than 500 local people have been profiled.

We are unashamedly parochial – we only 
write about the Devonport peninsula. We were 
hyper-local years before the term was first 
coined, and have kept to our knitting – local 
stories about local people and local issues.

But while we have celebrated the 
achievements of our community, the Flagstaff 
has been no shrinking violet either – we’ve 
covered controversial subjects like drugs, 
suicide and teen crime.

We’ve always been keen to take local 
authorities to task on their decision-making 
and how ratepayers’ money is spent. And we’ve 
been part of campaigns to save the Narrow 
Neck headland from development, retain the 
Victoria Theatre and get rid of legal recreational 
drug Kronic from our town.

We are committed to print, but we are online 
as well and have just relaunched our website.  
Our online edition has around 3000 hits per 
issue – from within Devonport, across New 
Zealand and around the world.  Devonport news 
being read by friends, family, former residents 
and visitors.  

The Flagstaff and its journalists have won 
more than 40 newspaper awards over the past 
25 years, culminating in Rob Drent winning the 
Community Journalist of the Year at the New 
Zealand Voyager Media Awards last month. 

 We want to move with the times and provide 
even better coverage for our readers. We hope 
you will move with us as well and become a 
supporter of the paper – you can sign up and 
make a contribution online.

Your contribution will allow us to give even 
more support to the arts, sports and community 
groups, and help fund our journalism.

Support your  

paper for the price 

of a cup of coffee. 

Go to 

devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  

‘Become a supporter’  

at the top  

of the page.

Rob Drent, Editor (left)  
Peter Wilson, Publisher  
The Devonport Flagstaff
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Programme Manager
sKids Devonport is seeking an experienced Programme Manager to join  
the team at sKids Devonport, to help create a safe and fun space for kids 
to come to before school, after school and during the holidays.
Your role will include the responsibilities of:
•  planning and preparing for the term and school-holiday activities
•  working on-site, alongside three fantastic programme assistants to deliver quality 

services
•  building strong relationships with the children, their families, and Devonport 

Primary
•  ensuring a safe environment for the kids and your team, and
•  completing on-site administrative reporting
This is a permanent part-time position (30 hours per week) with the starting hourly 
rate of $21/hour plus benefits.

HOW TO APPLY
Please send your cover letter and CV by 11am Friday 15th June,  
highlighting why you are passionate about supporting kids grow  

into their potential, to Area Manager, JP Tay at jp@skids.co.nz  
or call on 021 185 1239 for further information.

www.depotartspace.co.nz

Monday 12pm-4:30pm

Tuesday to Saturday 10am- 4:30pm

Sunday & Public Holidays 11am-3pm

28 Clarence St, Devonport

Ph 963 2331

NOW SHOWING

Linda Jarrett: Walk 

Sat 2 June - Wed 20 June
Opening event: Fri 1 June, 5:30pm

Walk is part of the
 2018 Auckland Festival of Photography

Beats Vs. Vocals: 
In Conversation with 

October (Emma Logan)

Tuesday 12 June, 7:30pm 
Main Gallery

Hosted by Depot Sound Recording Studio
FREE event, all welcome. 

Participatory Exhibition: 
Out of Control

Sat 2 June - Wed 20 June
Opening event: Fri 1 June, 5:30pm

Out of Control is part of the
 2018 Auckland Festival of Photography

Work With Us 
Assistant Retail Manager 

Part-time 
We have a great part-time Assistant 

Retail Manager role available at 

our Devonport Hospice Shop.  

This is a hands-on role that will 

work alongside our dedicated 

volunteers to ensure a fantastic 

customer experience for our donors 

and customers alike. ou ll have 
experience in retail, leadership, 

strong communication skills and be 

able to either work weekends and 

Mondays or a job-share mix of these 

days.

For more information please  
see the careers section at  

www.hospicenorthshore.org.nz/
Applications close: 8th June 2018

Volunteer with us
Can you make a world of difference in 

your community with just four hours per 

week? Join our busy, vibrant Devonport 

Hospice shop and learn new skills and 

make new friends.

Shifts available Tuesday, Saturday and 

Sunday.

For more information  
please call into the shop, email us on  
volunteerinfo@hospicenorthshore.org.nz,  

or phone on 485 3536

Recruit quality staff from the  
Devonport peninsula. 

For more information email us on 
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  

for our competitive rates.

Devonport 
Flagstaff jobs
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4/14 Ewen Alison Avenue, Devonport

6 Huia Street, Devonport

You’ll love the views from this private second-level unit, stretching over the eclectic mix of rooftops and 

the leafiness of tree-rich Devonport as far as the skyline of the CBD including the landmark Sky Tower. 
The location is handy, too, just a 10-minute walk to the village and the ferry terminal, Mount Victoria, St 
Leo’s Catholic School and Devonport Primary School. Two bedrooms, bathroom, a modern corner kitchen 
and spacious living opening to the deck with plenty of room for outdoor seating and barbecue. This easy-
care brick-and-tile unit also has steps down to the shared courtyard and off-street parking space. The 
hard work has been done in this low-maintenance property. The interior has been painted, kitchen and 
bathroom have been modernised and keeping everything cosy in winter and comfortable in the summer 
is the new DVS heating/air-conditioning system. This is a place to call home, to relax and feel safe. And if 
there’s a teenager in the family, it’s reassuring to know you’re in zone for Takapuna Grammar.

rwdevonport.co.nz/DVP20041
Matthew Smith Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

For Sale

Price on Application

View 

Saturday & Sunday 1:00pm - 1:45pm

Reduced

Petko Petkov
027 302 0686

Fe and I cannot recommend Matthew and Petko 

highly enough to sell your house! We had very 
specific criteria for who we wanted as our agent 
and the time, effort, and more importantly, the 
result proved that we were absolutely correct in 
going with this dynamic duo!

The attention to detail, the weekly reporting, 
the follow up with potential buyers and their 
comments helped manage our expectations as 

well as keeping the level of interest and price 
expectations.

Leveraging Mark Sumich’s fantastic skill, guile 
and experience as an auctioneer was the icing on 

the cake!

They all work extremely well as a team and are 
very ably supported by the rest of the Ray White 
Devonport team.

We are more than happy to be contacted 
by anyone considering using the Ray White 
Devonport team to sell their house/apartment.

Craig & Fe - Vendors - 6 Huia Street

craig.grimshaw@loyaltycollective.com

SOLD
Under the hammer

Petko Petkov 027 302 0686 Matthew Smith 021 924 435
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3/15A Stanley Point Road, Stanley Point, Devonport
There are not many places in Auckland where you can arrive by sea and land your 

own SeaLegs on your own exclusive ramp. There are not many places where you can 

walk across the beach just below high-tide and get straight on the ferry to commute 

to and from the city. And you won’t find a detached waterfront apartment uite like 
this one anywhere else in Devonport. You’re almost on the beach itself, with stunning 

views across the harbour from the light, open-plan living room and kitchen. You can 

breakfast with the sun dappling through Pohutakawa leaves in the morning and watch 

the boats go by all day at the weekend. t’s uiet here and sheltered from the prevailing 
south-west wind. You’ve got two double bedrooms upstairs and a third, downstairs. 

Downstairs even has its own separate entrance, which would make it an amazing office 
from which to work from home, if you can tear yourself away from those views again, 

across the harbour, that is. Along with the property comes two garages and the access 

from there right down to the water is owned by you. It’s been recently renovated and 

an elegant steel handrail installed to accompany the new steps. You enter the property 

through the newly installed timber gate that leads to a superb decked area outside the 

front door. In fact, this place offers so much usable, relaxing space, you’ll hardly ever 

want to leave. But when you really have to go inland, you’ve got a tennis club, a park and 

the delights of Devonport village on your dry land doorstep. Move in now and you’ll be 

nicely set up to watch Team New Zealand defending America’s Cup 36 in 2021.

rwdevonport.co.nz/DVP20042
Matthew Smith Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

Auction

5:00pm, Friday 25 May 

On site. Unless sold prior

July 2017 Government 

Valuation: $1,650,000

Sold for $2,100,000

Matthew Smith
021 924 435

SOLD
Under the hammer

Petko Petkov
027 302 0686
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Looking Back

We take look at what’s hot in the kitchen 
through the eyes of Kitchens by Design’s two 
Takapuna-based designers, Marianne Gailer 
and Jane Fergusson. 

With over 70 design awards spread over 
30 years, few would dispute that Kitchens By 
Design is New Zealand’s most experienced 
and most awarded kitchen company – so who 
better to ask about the latest trends in kitchen 
design?

Simply by walking into their spectacular 
showroom at 3 Byron Ave, Takapuna, you 
know you’re in for a treat. And once you start 
speaking with either of their two experienced 
designers – Marianne Gailer or Jane Fergusson 
– it becomes evident very quickly that you’ve 
come to the right place for a quality, well-
designed kitchen.

On the subject of what’s on trend in the 
kitchen right now, both designers agree that 
natural, organic materials and themes are 
definitely in…

“Bringing nature into the space and using 
natural tones is really big,” says Marianne. 
“But it’s not just the colours, but also textures, 
so natural wood grains are very popular, as 
are honed finishes on benchtops – even to 
the extent where you can feel the veins and 
irregularities in a piece of stone.”

“Natural marbles and stones are still really 
popular because of their unique patterns,” adds 
Jane. “These are premium products, however, so 
if your budget is tight, you can simply use them 
for highlights in splashbacks and upstands, like 
the one we have here – it’s absolutely beautiful 
and a piece of art in itself.” 

Jane is referring to the large slab of 
Invisible Grey Marble that fronts the stunning 
contemporary-style kitchen in Kitchen By 
Design’s showroom – one of three quite 
different styles they have on display. 

“Although the traditional look has made a 
resurgence over the past few years, modern, 
contemporary kitchens continue to outsell the 
more classic designs,” says Jane. “That said, 
the simple, traditional look is still extremely 
popular with my villa and bungalow clients – 
it’s a style that fits right in, and you can still have 
the convenience of all the modern hardware 
and appliances.”

“We have a perfect example of that style in our 
showroom, too – a classically elegant kitchen 
with all the modern trimmings,” says Marianne, 
pointing to the beautiful white, traditional 
design that creates a perfect counterpoint to the 
modern kitchen it sits next to. 

“I think our showroom really feeds the 
senses,” she says. “When people first come in, 
you see them jumping from one display to 
another, touching the surfaces, pointing to the 
design features, and trying out the drawers and 
cupboards. It’s great to watch.”

From a technology viewpoint, Jane mentions 
the huge strides that have been made in drawer 
and cupboard hardware – not just soft-close, 
which is now pretty much standard in all 
kitchens, but electrically assisted drawers and 
lift-up mechanisms that make life easier around 
the kitchen.

“I will nearly always try to incorporate one 
or both of these technologies into my designs 
these days – particularly with waste bins, where 
your hands are often full, or you don’t want to 
be touching a door panel with your dirty hands; 
and also for overhead cabinetry, where it’s hard 
to open and close cupboards high above your 
head.” 

Jane goes on to say that handleless cabinetry 
is still the preference for modern kitchens, so 
servo-drive technology works really well in that 
situation, too.

“Lighting is also huge,” says Marianne, 
“especially with new, ultra-compact LED 
technology, where strip and spot lighting can be 
built in to the cabinetry or shelving.  You don’t 
even know it’s there until it’s switched on.”

This conversation barely scratches the surface 
of the depth of knowledge these two kitchen 
designers have – but  if you want to know 
more, they are usually both on hand to share 
their experience and know-how, all within the 
confines of such a wonderful showroom.

Kitchens By Design showroom can be 
found at 3 Byron Ave, Takapuna, and is 
open Monday to Friday (10am–4.30pm) and 
Saturday (10am–2.30pm) or by appointment, 
phone 09 488 7201. 

www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz

Kitchen Confidential

3 Byron Ave, Takapuna  |  Ph 09 488 7201
Open 10am–4.30pm Mon-Fri | 10am–2.30pm Sat 

www.kitchensbydesign.co.nz



June 1, 2018 The DevonporT FlagsTaFF  page 41 

GREAT KITCHENS  
DON’T JUST  
HAPPEN... 
THEY HAPPEN  
BY DESIGN.

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM: 7 Melrose Street, Newmarket | 09 379 3084 
TAKAPUNA SHOWROOM: 3 Byron Avenue, Takapuna | 09 488 7201

kitchensbydesign.co.nz

VISIT OUR AUCKLAND SHOWROOMS
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Takapuna Grammar
JUNE 1, 2018SCHOOL NEWS

The crowd started to get bigger 
and the chatter got louder as 1600 
students filed onto the front rugby 
field, dressed in the colours of their 
houses – red, purple, yellow, green, 
orange and blue. The annual Haka 
Challenge for the six school houses 
was about to begin. This is an event 
that gets the whole school involved, 
in leading and performing our own 
haka.

Prior to the event, the house 
leaders held numerous practice 

sessions, to teach the students the 
words and actions so they would be 
ready to perform at their best. After 
everyone had completed performing, 
the judges, including guest judge Mr 
Glen Denham, Principal of Massey 
High School, deliberated. It was 
almost too hard to call. 

Kaha and Maia jointly took away 
the winning spot for this year’s Haka 
Challenge, coming first equal due to 
their amazing performances. 

BY MELISSA EVERETT

Space and astronomy

The Haka Challenge gets more intense every year

Intrigued by these ideas, 11 senior science students 
attended NASA Astronaut Mike Hopkins’ talk, hosted 
by Westlake Girls High School. It was an amazing 
opportunity for students from around North Auckland 
to see first-hand what it’s like to be an astronaut.

 In September 2013, Hopkins embarked on his 
first space mission, on the Russian Soyuz. In his 
presentation he shows his journey to the moon, some 
of the experiments he conducted on the International 
Space Station (ISS), and his journey back. 

He recalled his first week on the ISS as challenging, 
due to the absence of gravity. Throughout the 
presentation, he kept referring back to the women 
who played a significant role in his career, and how 

strong and empowered they all were.  
After returning to Earth, he recalled how everyday 

tasks were nightmares. He said: “I remember trying 
to look out the window of our Soyuz, right after we 
landed, but just couldn’t because my head felt like it 
weighed a ton.” 

It was an exciting experience for all who attended. 
The TGS students were also fortunate enough to 
be able to introduce themselves and grab a group 
picture just before Hopkins left. Afterwards, Anoushka 
Coulter (Year 11) said: “Mike Hopkins is so inspiring. His 
talk highlighted that anything is possible and we can 
follow our dreams successfully”

BY LAIBA BATOOL 

The TGS students  
with Mike Hopkins

A popular evening of performance
The recent winter cabaret evening, 

hosted by Performing Arts, was a 
collection of amazing performances 
by our talented students, including 
singing, piano solo, and drama 
reprise. 

It included performances linked 
with the New York Broadway trip 
earlier in the year. The students 
who had attended the Broadway 
workshops performed songs from 
famous musicals. 

This cabaret-style evening is very 
popular amongst TGS students, as 
it is a good opportunity for them 
to support their friends who are 
performing, while sipping a hot 

beverage and having a baked snack. 
It is also a great opportunity 

to advertise the TGS Performing 
Arts department, which has been 
developing fast in recent years. It is 
incredible how so many merits can 
be compressed into a Tuesday night. 

BY WENDY ZHENG

Soloist Charlie Arnold
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Takapuna Grammar
JUNE 1, 2018SCHOOL NEWS

Lest we forget
This year’s Dusk Service began with the national 

anthem, and a hymn accompanied by a brass 
ensemble, leading into a lesson by Principal Mary 
Nixon, who read verses from the Apocrypha of the 
Old Testament. Deputy Head Boy Lockie McNair 
read a prayer, and Commander Julie Simpkins of 
the Royal New Zealand Navy gave the address, 
to welcome the many guests who attended the 
service, which included all the school’s prefects, 
and many ex-servicemen, wearing their medals 
with pride.

Deputy Principal Bryan Wynn read out the Roll of 
Honour, commending the ex-pupils who fought in 
the World Wars. This was followed by the laying of 
wreaths and poppies beneath the school’s Memorial 
Window, including the Ex-Pupils’ Wreath, and the 
School Wreath, laid by ex-pupil Mary Hutton, and 
Deputy Head Prefects Kate Lee and Lockie McNair.  
Head Girl Sinalei Faulalo, presented the ‘Ode of 
Remembrance’, and spoke fondly of the service: 
“It was a sombre time during the service, but as 

a whole, the evening was a lovely and intimate 
commemoration for our fallen heroes”.

Finally, to complete the ceremony, the Last 
Post was played by student Mollie Cornfield, while 
the descending sun shone through the Memorial 
Window.

Prefect Abigail McDonald was touched by this 
moment, and says: “The sunset shining through 
our Memorial Window was an incredibly special and 
connecting moment for everyone in the room, and 
made our commemoration that much sweeter”. 

The service was followed by tea, coffee and light 
snacks.  Guests were able to mix and mingle for 
the remainder of the evening. “It was a really cool 
way to talk to those who are past pupils at TGS 
about their experience at the school and how it has 
changed,” says Lockie McNair. “Overall the service 
was an awesome way to commemorate those 
who gave their lives for our freedom, and I felt 
honoured to be a part of it.”

BY NELLY FARMILOE
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Two Stanley Bay School buildings may be 
stripped of their heritage status. 

The Ministry of Education has requested that 
Auckland Council removes the buildings from 
its schedule of historic buildings.

The two buildings were listed in the North 
Shore section of the District Plan in 2012. 

They were noted for the importance of 
their 1909 and 1916 exteriors. According to 
conservation architect Jeremy Salmond, the 
Stanley Bay classroom blocks are part of the 
story of early childhood education in New 
Zealand. 

Stanley Bay School was estabished initially 
as a side school to Devonport Primary.  

Plan Change 38, which lists the Stanley 
Bay school buildings, was accepted and 
endorsed by the Auckland Council Unitary 
Plan commissioners. 

Stanley Bay Primary and Takapuna 
Grammar Schools have both retained 
significant historic buildings that are part of 
the local area’s cultural heritage.

However, the Ministry of Education seems 
to have come to a deal with Heritage New 
Zealand during the Unitary Plan process, 
identifying 24 school buildings throughout 
Auckland that should be listed. The Stanley 
Bay buildings were not among them.

Devonport Heritage 2017 is opposing the 
removal of the buildings from the list.

 “In relation to the two classroom blocks 
at Stanley Bay, the Ministry of Education 

must accept its role to foster, respect and 
acknowledge the importance of these historic 
buildings in its care,” the group said in a 
submission.

“These buildings are capable of adaption 
to achieve a higher standard of amenity for 
users and become an invaluable asset for its 
school community and the wider Devonport 
community.”

The Ministry of Education’s proposal was 
“poorly conceived” and  contravened the 
principles of heritage protection, the group said.

The Ministry of Education said Stanley 
Bay School was not included as a heritage 

item in the Unitary Plan as notified, but was 
later sought to be added by Auckland Council.

Its inclusion would “impact significantly 
and adversely on the ability of people and 
communities to provide for their social, 
economic and cultural wellbeing,” the 
Ministry of Education said in a report to 
council.The Ministry opposed any scheduling 
of Stanley Bay School. 

Stanley Bay School is “engaging with the 
Ministry of Education and key stakeholders 
locally in order to understand their respec-
tive positions in relation to this matter”, its 
Board chair Rachel Kean said.

Historic buildings may lose protected status

Off the list... Stanley Bay School’s historic blocks might be removed 
from the council’s register of heritage buildings

SAT 23 JUN
Bruce Mason Centre

aucklandlive.co.nz

SUN 24 JUN
Auckland Town Hall
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Devonport houses win accolades 
Two Devonport houses located just several 

hundred metres apart received citations at the 
New Zealand Institute of Architects Awards.

The Reserve House – designed by Geoff 
Richards Architects – is in Oxford Tce.

Judges said: “This project, whose success 
required overcoming onerous council 
requirements, is a quiet and understated modern 
dwelling overlooking a reserve. 

“With its beachside informality, warm timber 
materiality and exceptional detailing it is an 
excellent complement to the surroundings.”

The Volcano House – designed by Rowe 
Baetens Architecture –  is in Cheltenham Rd. 

Judges said:  “Tucked away down a discreet 
right of way, this comfortable courtyard house 
exhibits a profound calmness. Natural New 
Zealand materials – basalt from Mt Horrible 
and tōtara retrieved from rivers in Northland – 
have been beautifully composed within a clear 
schema of linked, stone-clad spaces. 

“This is an elegant pavilion, perfectly suited 
to the clients and their collection of art.”

Geoff Richards Architects has previously 
won awards for homes in Devonport:
•  9 Stanley Point Rd won an NZIA National 

Award in 1998, when first built, and then 
a New Zealand Award in 2007 for a later 
addition to the house.

•  28A Stanley Point Rd won an NZIA New 
Zealand Award for a new house in 2008.

• 74 Seaview Rd won a an NZIA New 
Zealand Award for a new house in 2005. Elegant pavilion… the Volcano House (above) 

Beachside informality... the Reserve House (below)

Stanley Bay School is “engaging with the Ministry of Education and key 
stakeholders locally in order to understand their respective positions in relation 
to this matter”, Board chair Rachel Kean said.
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harcourts.co.nzContributor to realestate.co.nz
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Letters to the Editor

Stanley Bay School 2018 Waterwise champions

Winners on the water… 

(from left to right) Sienna Hawkes, 
Enzo Haggitt, Skye MacRae and Leo 
Wilson. The team drags the boat 
ashore after the last race (below). 

Stanley Bay School has won the annual 
end-of-year Waterwise primary school sailing 
competition held at Narrow Neck Beach.

Teams from the six Devonport primary 
schools took part in the event. It was the 
culmination of the Waterwise season, a learn-
to-sail programme that aims to teach students 
basic yachting skills.

It was a close-run thing – Stanley Bay came 
from third to first to take the last race.  Due to 
light winds, the first four races were contested in 
kayaks, before the gusts got up enough to allow 
the final three races in Optimists.

BOOK
ticketmaster.co.nz  
0800 111 999   
Service fees apply

7.30pm Wednesday 4 July
Bruce Mason Centre

Conductor  
Giordano Bellincampi
Piano  
Andrea Lam
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The excitement is building already for the next America’s Cup - don’t miss out. Situated 
right on the waterfront with front row views of all the action the harbour has to offer is this 
stunning luxury concrete mansion that captures all the moments and movements into and 
out of Auckland’s glistening waterfront. This very special clifftop position is recognised locally 
as ‘THE’ position in the Cheltenham area. This solid concrete stunning home was designed 
by architect Stan Powley with great attention to detail featuring soaring vaulted ceilings 
through the upstairs living and bedrooms, sensational layout and great flow to the outdoor 
patio with grandstand ocean views and a stairway to the water with riparian rights. With 3 
living areas offering formal and informal living, 4 generously proportioned bedrooms, office 
and a well-equipped chef’s kitchen. Sumptuous and lovingly tended landscaped gardens 
enhance the 1183m2 freehold grounds with tropical and citrus plants in abundance. A rare 
opportunity has arisen for a lucky person who recognises quality.

CHELTENHAM |  114 VAUXHALL ROAD
Amer ica’s Cup Gateway

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 26 JUNE 2018 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR 

VIEW | PHONE FOR VIEWING TIMES    PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9648

PREMIUM.CO.NZ  | FINE HOMES 

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63
JelenaFreeman@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

JIM MAYS 021 937 766
JimMays@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST


