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Schools celebrate Matariki with poetry
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 Food parcels are being handed out to peo-ple feeling the pinch in Devonport. Despite being one of the most affluent sub-urbs in the country, Devonport still has people who need help in these tough economic times, according to the Rev Charmaine Braadvedt 

Recession-hit need never starve in Devonportof Holy Trinity Church.The church has been running a food bank for several years but has taken the unusual step of advertising the service so that more people can be helped.“I am really conscious that that there are 

a number of people in our community who are finding the recession a problem,” said Rev Braadvedt.
“It’s a tricky time for a lot of people and often it’s people at the lower end of the eco-

Poets corner… New Zealand poet laureate Michele Leggott with Stanley Bay students. Full story p 8
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From board room to babies’ room

Late nights at the Devonport Community Board have paled into insignificance for member Tim McBride, 

who with wife Tafili (above) is the proud parent of twins Lily and Charlotte.  Story…p 11

Food, Wine and Music Festival hanging on knife edge

 The Devonport Food, Wine and Music 

Festival is on the knife edge of being can-

celled.
Devonport Rotary have passed a motion 

to either find a partner to run the festival 

or can it.
However the Flagstaff understands there 

has been keen interest from potential partners 

which may give continued life to the festival, 

which last year celebrated its 20th year.

Rotary’s food, wine and music committee 

have been given an end of July deadline to 

secure a partner.Escalating costs for the weather depend-

ent festival saw Rotary organise the event 

itself last year after many years having an 

event manager.

To page 2
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Clarence St house saved by quick response

A home in Clarence St was saved through quick action by Devonport firefighters, after it appears to have 

been deliberately set on fire.  More pictures, story…p 3

Devonport transfer station saved for next two years
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Devonport’s determination to hang onto its 

recycling centre has paid off.

North Shore City Council has done an about 

turn on an earlier recommendation to close the 

facility, credited with being New Zealand’s first 

recycling centre.

Earlier this year a packed public meeting sent 

the council a clear message that it wanted the 

depot to stay open.

The reasons given for closing the Lake Road 

facility were its  inability to comply with envi-

ronmental standards and a hefty $500,000 bill 

to obtain consents.

Devonport Community Board heard this 

week that the council has extended its contract 

to transfer station operator Living Earth until 

June 2011.

The operator has reduced the storage capacity 

on the site so that it meets the requirements of 

the regional plan with respect to air discharge re-

quirements, so avoiding the need for consent.

This is expected to incur higher handling and 

transport costs, some of which will be recouped 

in small increases by gate fees.
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End of the Golden Weather 

Dashing and splashing to be the first to set sail are young Devonport sailors not afraid of getting their feet 

wet at the Waterwise competition regetta at Narrow Neck to complete the season. More pictures…p 13
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Lab services in Devonport secure

Devonport’s medical laboratory looks to be 

secure.
Concerns have been raised over what will 

happen to the Diagnostic Medlab facility in 

Fleet St after a lengthy court battle saw Labtests 

awarded the district health board contract to 

supply 10,000 patient tests a day. 

Dr Grant Smith of Devonport Family Medi-

cal said that at a meeting between doctors and 

Labtests an assurance had been made by the 

company that a medical laboratory would be 

retained in Devonport after the September 

changeover. A petition to save Devonport’s 

Medlab had been launched by Devonport Fam-

ily Medical.
Labtests had previously told the Flagstaff 

that continuity of service for patients was a vital 

consideration. 


